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Entries  are  in  single  list  with  reference  to: 


(1)  every  significant  mention  of  each  species,  not  only  in  titles,  but  also  within  the  text  of 
papers,  notes  anti  letters,  including  all  those  appearing  in  such  lists  as  the  ‘Report  on  rare 
birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986’,  but  excluding  those  in  ‘Recent  reports’,  ‘News  and  comment’, 
requests  and  reviews; 

(2)  scientific  nomenclature  under  generic  names  only  and  following  The  ‘British  Birds'  List  of 
Birds  of  the  Western  Balearctic  (1984); 


(3)  authors  of  all  papers,  notes,  reviews  and  letters,  and  photographers;  papers  are 
referred  to  by  their  titles,  other  contributions  as  ‘note  on’,  ‘review  of,  etc.; 

(4)  a few  subject  headings,  i.e.  ‘Announcements’,  ‘Breeding’,  ‘Display’,  ‘Editorials’,  ‘Eield 
characters’,  ‘Food’,  ‘Migration’,  ‘News  and  comment’,  ‘Obituaries’,  ‘Rarities  Committee’, 
‘Recorders  , ‘Recent  reports’,  ‘Requests’,  ‘Roosting’  and  ‘Voice’; 


(5)  ‘Reviews’  and  ‘Short  reviews’,  which 
alphabetical  order  of  authors  reviewed. 

Accentor,  Alpine,  European  news,  327 

, Siberian,  European  news,  327;  Photo- 

Spot,  669-70,  plates  339-40 
Accipiter  gentiUs,  see  Goshawk 
— — nisus , see  Sparrowhawk 
Acfield,  D.  L.,  and  Miller,  J.,  note  on 
Herring  Gull  showing  characters  of  L.  a. 
armenicus  in  Britain,  631-2 
Acklam,  Geoffrey,  European  news,  9-15, 
321-30 

Acrocephalus  agricola , see  Warbler,  Paddyfield 

arundinaceus , see  Warbler,  Great  Reed 

dumetorum,  see  Warbler,  Blyth's  Reed 

melanopogon , see  Warbler,  Moustached 

paludicola , see  Warbler,  Aquatic 

— palustris,  see  Warbler,  Marsh 

— — stentoreus , see  Warbler,  Clamorous  Reed 
Actitis  hvpoleucos,  see  Sandpiper,  Common 

macularia , see  Sandpiper,  Spotted 

Aegithalos  caudatus , see  Tit,  Long-tailed 
Aegypius  monachus,  see  Vulture,  Black 
Aix  sponsa , see  Duck,  Wood 
Akers,  P.  G.,  and  Chown,  D.  J.,  note  on 
unusual  feeding  technique  of  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  331-2 

Alaemon  alaudipes , see  Lark,  Hoopoe 
Alauda  awensis,  see  Skylark 
Albatross,  European  news,  321 

, Black-browed,  summering  in  Shetland 

1986,  521 


are  listed  together  under  these  headings  in 

Alcedo  atthis , see  Kingfisher 
Alexander,  S.  M.  D.,  photographs  of  Glossy- 
Ibis,  91,  plates  49-50 
Alle  alle,  see  Auk,  Little 
Allison,  Richard  I.,  note  on  Glaucous  Gull 
hawking  snowflakes,  168 
Allsopp,  Keith,  review  of  Boswall:  Birds  for  all 
Seasons , 337 

, , see  Dawson,  Ian 

Alstrom,  Per,  European  news,  9-15;  photo- 
graph of  Richard’s  Pipit,  50,  plate  26;  of 
Isabelline  Wheatear,  194-5,  plates  84-5 

, , and  Mild,  Krister,  mystery 

photograph  122:  Blyth’s  Pipit,  50-2 
Anas  americana , see  Wigeon,  American 

discors , see  Teal,  Blue-winged 

crecca,  see  Teal 

falcata , see  Duck,  Falcated 

penelope , see  Wigeon 

platyrhynchos , see  Mallard 

querquedula , see  Garganey 

rubripes,  see  Duck,  American  Black 

Anderson,  Bob,  obituary  of  Stuart  Gibson, 
254 

Anderson,  Lars  Norgaard,  and  Dissing, 
Henrik,  European  news,  9-15,  321-30 
Announcements:  County  Recorders  meet- 
ing, Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year,  best 
recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs, 
Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year,  The  Richard 
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Richardson  Award,  front  cover  designs  for 
sale,  new  Chairman  for  BBRC,  books 
from  "British  BirdShop’,  19-23;  Young 
Ornithologists  of  the  Year,  bonus  for  BPY 
winners,  79;  joint  BB-BTO  Conference, 
bird-art  display  at  BB/BTO  Conference  in 
April  1987,  ‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christ- 
mas Whisky  Puzzle,  books  from  ‘British 
BirdShop’,  122-3;  formation  of  West 
Palearctic  List  Committee,  176-7;  Pauline 
Jean  Cook:  the  PJC  Award  for  Individual 
Merit,  new  BBRC  members,  new  ‘British 
BirdShop’  is  even  better,  bird-sound  re- 
cordings available,  new  books  in  British 
BirdShop,  251-2,  plate  134;  XX  Interna- 
tional Ornithological  Congress  1990,  new 
books  in  British  BirdShop,  289;  the  ‘BB’ 
trip  to  Thailand,  1987,  ‘BB’  trip  to  Thai- 
land, 1988,  new  books  in  British  Bird- 
Shop,  back  issues  special  reduced  prices, 
335-7,  plate  162;  a free  ‘British  Birds’ 
binder,  new  books  in  British  BirdShop, 
4th  Italian  Congress  of  Ornithology,  BB 
trip  to  Thailand  1988,  Bird  Illustrator  of 
the  Year:  revised  size  requirements,  repla- 
cement pages,  385-6;  new  books  in  British 
BirdShop,  BWP  vols.  I-V,  the  ‘British 
Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection,  binding 
your  BB,  visit  to  Thailand  in  March  1988, 
#/?-Sunbird  trip  to  Cyprus,  April  1987, 
Zffi-Sunbird  tours  to  Morocco  and  Cana- 
da, new  sponsor  for  BIY,  sorry  Sweden, 
438-443,  plate  211;  Kowa  prizes  for  BIY 
winners,  topography  charts,  BB  trip  to 
T hailand,  BWP  vol.  V,  new  books  in 
British  BirdShop,  Twitchett,  Slringwell  & 
Co.,  IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Ap- 
plied Ornithology  meeting,  502-4;  avoid 
cheap  imitations,  new  books  in  British 
BirdShop,  IOC  date  change,  583-4;  free 
BB  stickers,  free  subscriptions  for  County 
Bird  Recorders,  Radde’s/Dusky  painting, 
Birds  of  India  & Pakistan , compact  edition, 
BB  trips  to  Thailand,  Morocco  and  Cana- 
da, ‘Identification  of  large  terns’,  thank 
you  to  our  sponsors,  Bird  Photograph  of 
the  Year,  Best  recent  black-and-white 
bird-photographs,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
Year,  IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Ap- 
plied Ornithology,  binding  your  BB,  your 
January  issue,  645-8 
Anser  anser,  see  Goose,  Greylag 

caerulescens,  see  Goose,  Snow 

erythropus,  see  Goose,  Lesser  White- 

fronted 

Anthropoides  virgo,  see  Crane,  Demoiselle 
Anlhus  campestris,  see  Pipit,  Tawny 
— cervinus,  see  Pipit,  Red-throated 
godlewskii,  see  Pipit,  Blyth’s 


Anthus  gustavi,  see  Pipit,  Pechora 

hodgsoni,  see  Pipit,  Olive-backed 

novaeseelandiae,  see  Pipit,  Richard’s 

— — pratensis,  see  Pipit,  Meadow 

spinoletta,  see  Pipit,  Rock 

trivialis , see  Pipit,  Tree 

Apus  affinis,  see  Swift,  Little 

caffer,  see  Swift,  White-rumped 

pallidus,  see  Swift,  Pallid 

unicolor,  see  Swift,  Plain 

Aquila  chrysaetos,  see  Eagle,  Golden 

clanga,  see  Eagle,  Spotted 

heliaca,  see  Eagle,  Imperial 

pomarina,  see  Eagle,  Lesser  Spotted 

rapax , see  Eagle,  Tawny/Steppe 

Ardea  cinerea,  see  Heron,  Grey 

purpurea , see  Heron,  Purple 

Ardeola  ralloides,  see  Heron,  Squacco 
Asio  otus,  see  Owl,  Long-eared 
Aspinall,  S.  J.,  see  Fox,  A.  D 
Atkin,  Keith,  photograph  of  Shore  Lark,  33, 
plate  6;  of  Cattle  Egret,  38,  plates  17-9:  of 
Waxwing,  186,  plate  74;  of  Whiskered 
Tern,  463,  plates  219-20 
Auk,  Little,  European  news,  326 
Avocet,  feeding  with  Spotted  Redshank 
flock,  1 14;  European  news,  324 
Aythya  affinis,  see  Scaup,  Lesser 

collaris,  see  Duck,  Ring-necked 

mania,  see  Scaup 


Backhurst,  G.  C.,  letter  on  behaviour  of 
Rock  Thrush  in  winter  quarters,  77-8 
Baker,  J.  K.,  and  Catley,  G.  P.,  Yellow- 
browed  Warblers  in  Britain  and  Ireland, 
1968-85,  93-109,  plate  52 
Baker,  N.  E.,  note  on  prey-capture  techni- 
ques of  Peregrine,  424-5 
Bale,  Jillian  V.,  ‘Everything  but  the  girl’ 
(letter),  638 

Bamber,  T.  B.,  note  on  adult  Pied  Wagtail 
being  fed  in  flight  by  House  Martin,  1 16 
Bardot,  Brigitte,  photograph,  455,  plate  212 
Barnes,  C.,  photograph  of  Mourning 
Wheatear,  226,  plate  1 10 
Barnett,  M.,  photograph  of  Black-eared 
Wheatear,  206,  plate  95;  of  Northern 
Wheatear,  210,  plate  97 
Bartlett,  Elspeth,  note  on  juvenile  Swallow 
adopting  rain-posture  in  heavy  rain,  18; 
on  Mallard  duck  and  ducklings  ‘freezing’ 
when  approached,  427-8 
Bartramia  longicauda,  see  Sandpiper,  Upland 
Basterfield,  P.  J.,  photograph  of  Mourning 
W heatear,  225,  plate  109;  of /1/I/Sunbird 
trip  to  Cyprus,  441,  plate  21 1 
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Baumanis,  Janis,  European  news,  9-15,  32 1 - 
30 

Bee-eater,  European  news,  13,  326;  indi- 
viduals apparently  leading  migrating 
flocks,  381;  photograph,  429,  plate  196; 
accepted  records  1986,  548-9 

, Blue-cheeked,  European  news,  13 

Bell,  A.  A.,  letter  on  ‘Identification  of  Purple 
Heron’,  118 

Bell,  1).  G.,  photograph  of  Bonaparte’s  Gull, 
16,  plate  1 

Bell,  M.,  see  Howey,  1).  H. 

Beliak,  J.  G.,  letter  on  ‘Points  of  view’,  582 
Bennett,  G.J.  1..,  European  news,  9-15,  32 1 - 
30 

Bentley,  Philip,  everything  hut  the  girl! 
(letter),  122;  letter  on  the  role  of  the 
editorial  stafT  of  British  Birds,  644 
Bergo,  Gunnar,  territorial  behaviour  of  Gol- 
den Eagles  in  Western  Norway,  361-76 
Best  recent  black-and-white  bird- 
photographs,  428-38,  plates  196-210 
Bibby,  Colin  J.,  short  review,  454 
Birch,  Andy,  winner,  the  Richard  Richard- 
son Award  1987,  351-61;  award  presenta- 
tion, 588,  plate  298 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  1987,  351-61 
Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  1987,  301-7, 
plates  147-51 

Bittern,  Little,  accepted  records  1984-6,  521, 
plates  263-5 

Blackbird,  eating  puffball  flesh.  19 
Blackcap,  reaction  to  sudden  noise,  249 
Bland,  Bryan,  personal  account  of,  663-6, 
plate  337 

Blazys,  A.,  photographs  of  Siberian  Accen- 
tor, 669-70,  plates  339-40 
Bloch,  Dorete,  European  news,  321-30 
Bluetail,  Red-flanked,  European  news,  13 
Bluethroat,  European  news,  327;  photo- 
graphs, 513,  plates  257-8 
Boardman,  Peter,  note  on  piracy  by  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  on  Great  Crested 
Grebe,  1 14-5;  photograph  of  Red-footed 
Falcon,  459,  plate  213 
Bobolink,  accepted  record  1986,  568 
Bobwhite,  Northern,  request,  123-5 
Bombycilla  gamilus , see  Waxwing 
Bond,  T.  E.,  photograph  of  Northern 
Wheatear,  191.  plate  81 
Bond,  Tony,  photograph  of  Sparrowhawks, 
430,  plate  199 

Booby,  Brown,  wing-oiling,  574 

, Masked,  European  news,  9 

Boot,  A.  S.,  note  on  Coot  feeding  on  Black- 
headed Gull  droppings,  573:  on  midwin- 
ter pairing  behaviour  by  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  629 


Boot,  Kelvin,  photographs  of  Little  Bittern, 
520,  plates  263-5 

Boswall,  Jeffery,  letter  on  English  bird 
names,  174 

Bourne,  W.  R.  P.,  letter  on  Sabine’s  Gulls 
and  Skylarks  in  winter,  332-3 
Boyd,  Mark,  short  reviews,  450-4,  657; 
product  report,  572 

, , see  Illingworth,  J.  K.  B. 

Boye,  P.,  photograph  of  Mourning 
Wheatear,  227,  plate  1 12 
Branta  bemicla,  see  Goose,  Brent 

canadensis , see  Goose,  Canada 

ruficollis,  see  Goose,  Red-breasted 

Breeding:  Dunnock,  604-24,  plates  313-23. 
Nests:  Magpie,  383.  Incubation:  Kentish 
Plover,  73-4,  635.  Fledging:  Imperial 
Eagle,  308-20,  plates  152-9 
Brichetti,  Pierandrea,  and  Foschi,  L'go  F., 
the  Lesser  Crested  Fern  in  the  Western 
Mediterranean  and  Europe,  276-80,  plates 
137-8 

‘British  Birds’  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year 

1986,  presentation  of  certificates,  28,  plate 
3;  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year  1987,  465 

Britton,  I).  J.,  mystery  photograph  121: 
Bonaparte’s  (full,  16-7;  photograph  of 
Arctic  Redpoll,  565,  plate  295 
Broome,  A.,  note  on  identification  of 
juvenile  Pomarine  Skua.  426-7,  plate  195 
Bryant,  John,  letter  on  ‘Points  of  view',  582-3 
Bubo  bubo,  see  Owl,  Eagle 
Bubulcus  ibis,  see  Egret,  Cattle 
Bucanetes  githagineus,  see  Finch,  Trumpeter 
Bucephala  albeola,  see  Bufflehead 

clangula.  see  Goldeneye 

Bufflehead,  European  news,  323 
Buhceria  buliverii.  see  Petrel,  Bulwer’s 
Bundy,  Graham,  letter  on  Mediterranean 
terns,  287 

Bunting,  Black-headed,  photograph,  508. 
plate  251:  accepted  records  1984-6.  568 

, Chestnut,  Category  D records 

accepted  1985-6,  568 

, Lapland,  photographs,  185.  plates  72- 

3 

, Little,  photographs,  37,  plates  15-6; 

accepted  records  1985-6,  567 

. Ortolan,  European  news,  329 

, Pine,  European  news,  14,  329 

, Rustic,  European  news,  14,  329; 

accepted  records  1985-6,  566 

, Yellow-breasted,  accepted  records 

1985-6,  568 

Burhinus  oedicnemus,  see  Stone-curlew 
Bustard,  Little,  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

1987,  301,  plate  147;  photograph.  429. 
plate  197 
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Buteo  buteo,  see  Buzzard 

lagopus,  see  Buzzard,  Rough-legged 

rufinus,  see  Buzzard,  Long-legged 

Buzzard,  European  news,  323 

, Long-legged,  European  news,  1 1 

, Rough-legged,  European  news,  323 

Buzzard,  G.  G.,  short  reviews,  450-3 


Calandrella  brachydactyla,  see  Lark,  Short-toed 

rufescens,  see  Lark,  Lesser  Short-toed 

Calcarius  lapponicus , see  Bunting,  Lapland 
Calidris  acuminata,  see  Sandpiper,  Sharp- 
tailed 

alpina,  see  Dunlin 

bairdii,  see  Sandpiper,  Baird’s 

fuscicollis,  see  Sandpiper,  White-rumped 

melanotos,  see  Sandpiper,  Pectoral 

minuta,  see  Stint,  Little 

minutilla,  see  Sandpiper,  Least 

pusilla,  see  Sandpiper,  Semipalmated 

rujicollis,  see  Stint,  Red-necked 

subminuta,  see  Stint,  Long-toed 

temminckii,  see  Stint,  Temminck’s 

Calonectris  diomedea , see  Shearwater,  Cory’s 
Campbell,  L.  H.,  and  Talbot,  T.  R.,  breeding 
status  of  Black-throated  Divers  in  Scot- 
land, 1-8 

Carduelis  chloris , see  Greenfinch 

flammea,  see  Redpoll 

homemanni , see  Redpoll,  Arctic 

spinus,  see  Siskin 

Carey,  G.  J.,  note  on  Long-toed  Stint  with 
dark  legs,  242 

Carlson,  Kevin,  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 
1987,  301,  plate  147;  award  presentation, 
589,  plate  299;  photograph  of  Bee-eater, 
429,  plate  196;  of  Little  Bustard,  429, 
plate  197;  of  Cetti’s  Warbler,  431,  plate 
201 

Castellano,  A.,  see  de  los  Santos,  Manuel 
Rodriguez 

Catbird,  Gray,  accepted  Irish  record  1986, 
551 

Catharus  minimus,  see  Thrush,  Gray-cheeked 
Catley,  Graham  P.,  photographs  of  Red- 
rumped  Swallow,  463,  plates  217-8 

, , see  Baker,  J.  K. 

Certhia  familiaris,  see  Treecreeper 
Ceryle  alcyon,  see  Kingfisher,  Belted 
Cettia  cetti,  see  Warbler,  Cetti’s 
Chaetura  pelagica,  see  Swift,  Chimney 
Chaffinch,  apparently  sipping  water  during 
flight,  250 

Chandler,  R.  J.,  short  review,  59;  photo- 
graph of  Bill  Oddie,  Peter  Grant  and  John 
Gooders,  84,  plate  45;  of  Little  Stint,  172, 
plate  65;  of  Ringed  Plover,  173,  plate  66; 


of  Northern  Wheatear,  189,  plate  79; 
mystery  photograph  125:  Semipalmated 
Plover,  238-41,  plates  121-3;  note  on 
yellow  orbital  ring  of  Semipalmated  and 
Ringed  Plovers,  241-2,  plate  125;  on 
plumages  of  breeding  female  Ruffs,  246-8, 
plates  130-2;  photograph  of  Bird  Illustra- 
tor of  the  Year  Award  presentation,  588, 
plate  298;  of  Dunnock,  605,  612,  614, 
plates  313,  317-8;  note  on  identification 
and  ageing  of  first-winter  male  King 
Eider,  626-7,  plates  326-7;  review  of  Knys- 
tautas:  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR,  655- 
6 

, , et  al.,  Bird  Photograph  of  the 

Year,  301-7;  best  recent  black-and-white 
bird  photographs,  428-38,  plates  196-210 
Chapman,  M.  S.,  letter  on  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  of  the  race  humei  in  Europe,  578- 
80 

Charadrius  alexandrinus,  see  Plover,  Kentish 

asiaticus,  see  Plover,  Caspian 

dubius,  see  Plover,  Little  Ringed 

hiaticula,  see  Plover,  Ringed 

leschenaultii,  see  Plover,  Greater  Sand 

morinellus,  see  Dotterel 

semipalmatus,  see  Plover,  Semipalmated 

Chettusia  gregaria,  see  Plover,  Sociable 
ChiflchafT,  European  news,  328 
Chlidonias  hybridus,  see  Tern,  Whiskered 

leucopterus,  see  Tern,  White-winged 

Black 

Chordeiles  minor,  see  Nighthawk,  Common 
Chough,  wing  shape,  1 16-7,  plate  56 

, Alpine,  wing  shape,  1 16-7,  plate  57 

Chown,  D.  J.,  see  Akers,  P.  G. 

Christie,  D.  A.,  short  review,  60;  letter  on 
English  and  other  names  of  birds,  642 
Ciconia  ciconia,  see  Stork,  White 
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Warbler,  597-8,  plates  303-4 
Cleere,  N.,  photograph  of  Siberian 
Stonechat,  552,  plate  278 


Index  to  volume  80 


675 


Clement,  Peter,  field  identification  of  West 
Palearctic  wheatears,  137-157,  187-238, 
plates  78-120;  photograph  of  Pied 
Wheatear,  197,  plate  88 
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and  1985,  383;  accepted  records  1983-6,  532- 
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corpse,  284,  plate  142 
Curlew,  photograph,  432,  plate  202 
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, Golden,  lifting  and  dropping  stones, 
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Eggenhuizen,  A.  H.  V.,  note  on  Common 
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Egret,  Cattle,  photographs,  38,  134,  plates 
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European  news,  9-15,  321-30,  plates  160-1 


Index  to  volume  80 


677 
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, , and  Prytherch,  Robin,  news  and 
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Tern  chick  in  bill,  330-1 
Expeditions  and  trips,  161-7 


Falco  columbarius , see  Merlin 

peregrinus,  see  Peregrine 

rusticolus,  see  Gyrfalcon 

subbuteo,  see  Hobby 

tinnunculus,  see  Kestrel 

vespertinus , see  Falcon,  Red-footed 

Falcon,  Eleonora’s,  European  news,  324; 
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531 
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Marsh  Harrier,  61-72,  plates  29-41;  Ring- 
ed Plover,  242;  Semipalmated  Plover,  24 1 - 
2,  plate  125;  Long-toed  Stint,  242;  Dunlin. 
242-6,  plates  126-9;  Ruff,  246-8,  plates 
130-2;  Snipe,  248-9,  plate  133;  Pintail 
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167-8,  426-7,  plate  195;  Arctic  Skua,  167- 
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Tern,  257-76;  Elegant  Tern,  257-76; 
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94;  Black-eared  Wheatear,  139-41,  144-50, 
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Chough,  116-7,  plate  57;  Chough,  116-7, 
plate  56 
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Gillmor,  Robert,  Shackleton,  Keith,  and 
Sharrock,  J.  T.  R.,  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
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accepted  records  1967-86,  541-2 

, Common,  European  news,  12;  feeding 

near  humpback  whale,  575-7,  plates  296- 
7;  first-winter  birds  with  retained  juvenile 
plumage,  628;  with  pale  iris,  628-9 

, Franklin’s,  European  news,  12,  325; 

photograph,  350,  plate  174 
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Gull,  Glaucous,  hawking  snowflakes,  168; 
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back whale,  575-7,  plates  296-7 
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whale,  575-7,  plates  296-7;  preying  on 
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wing  markings,  630-1,  plate  328;  showing 
characters  of/,,  a.  amienicus  in  Britain,  631- 
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— , Iceland,  photograph,  299,  plate  144; 
European  news,  325;  accepted  records  of 
/,.  g.  kumlieni , 1983-6,  544,  plate  274 

, Ivory,  accepted  record  1986,  544-5; 
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anomalies  in  names,  642 
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12;  photograph,  171,  plate  63;  feeding 
near  humpback  whale,  575-7,  plates  296- 
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graph, 436,  plate  209;  pink  coloration  on 
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, Mediterranean,  anomalies  in  names, 
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, Ring-billed,  European  news,  12,  325; 

photographs,  349,  399,  plates  170-2,  193; 
accepted  records  1984-6,  542-4 

, Ross’s,  origin  of  British  and  Irish 

records,  77,  635-7 

, Sabine’s,  European  news,  12;  winter 
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325;  photograph,  460,  plate  215 
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Soper:  Penguins , 586-7 
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Hartley,  P.  H.  T.,  letter  on  molluscs  in  diet 
of  Song  Thrush,  119-20 
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Hayhow,  S.  J.,  note  on  Kestrel  taking  small 
tortoiseshell  butterflies,  572 
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Headon,  John,  letter  on  Merlins  and  trees, 
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Heath,  John,  obituary,  506 
Henderson,  A.  C.  B.,  letter  on  English  bird 
names,  175-6 
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disputed,  118 
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records  1985-6,  521-2;  photograph,  663, 
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, Purple,  accepted  records  1980.  523-4 

, Squacco,  European  news,  322 
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Hewitt,  John,  photographs  of  Red-rumped 
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Hill,  Alistair,  European  news,  321-30 
Himantopus  himantopus , see  Stilt,  Black- 
winged 

Hippolais  caligala,  see  Warbler,  Booted 

icterina,  see  Warbler,  Icterine 

languida , see  Warbler,  Upcher’s 

olivetorum,  see  Warbler,  Olive-tree 
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Tracks  and  Signs  of  the  Birds  of  Britain  and 
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plate  336 

Hutchings,  S.  C.,  photograph  of  Crane,  299, 
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Illingworth,  J.  K.  B.,  and  Boyd,  Mark,  short 
review,  656 
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International  Bird  Census  Committee, 
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Wheatear,  227,  plate  1 1 1 
Iungius,  Norman,  note  on  Ringed  Plovers 
‘playing  skittles’  with  Little  Stints,  331 
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Jackdaw,  stealing  food  from  breeding  Guil- 
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graph, 432,  plate  203 
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Kite,  Black,  accepted  records  1984-6,  531 
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323 
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Kittiwake,  feeding  near  humpback  whale, 
575-7,  plates  296-7;  timing  of  spring 
moult,  633-4 
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Crested  Grebes,  305,  plate  150 
Knox,  Alan,  photograph  of  Pied  Wheatear, 
201,  plate  92;  taxonomic  status  of ‘Lesser 
Golden  Plovers’,  482-7,  plates  243-4 
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Koerkamp,  G.  Groot,  note  on  Common  Gull 
with  pale  iris,  628-9 
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isabellinus,  see  Shrike,  Isabelline 

minor,  see  Shrike,  Lesser  Grey 

senator,  see  Shrike,  Woodchat 

Lansdown,  Peter,  review  of  Bruun,  Delin 
and  Svensson:  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe, 
28-9;  of  Perrins:  Collins  New  Generation  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe,  290- 1 ; rare 
birds — the  work  of  the  British  Birds  Rari- 
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albinism  of  Gannets,  73;  on  Manx  Shear- 
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Lapwing,  European  news,  324 
Lark,  Bimaculated,  European  news,  13 

, Calandra,  European  news,  13;  in 

Scilly,  April  1985,  382 

, Crested,  European  news,  326 

, Hoopoe,  PhotoSpol,  376-8,  plates  176- 

9 

, Lesser  Short-toed,  European  news,  13 

, Shore,  photograph,  33,  plate  6 

, Short-toed,  European  news,  13,  326; 

accepted  record  1985-6,  549 
lams  argent  at  us,  see  Gull,  Herring 

atricilla,  see  Gull,  Laughing 

audouinii , see  Gull,  Audouin’s 

canus,  see  Gull,  Common 

crassirostris,  see  Gull,  Black-tailed 

delawarensis,  see  Gull,  Ring-billed 

Juscus,  see  Gull,  Lesser  Black-backed 

genei , see  Gull,  Slender-billed 

glaucoides,  see  Gull,  Iceland 

hyperboreus,  see  Gull,  Glaucous 

ichthyaetus,  see  Gull,  Great  Black- 
headed 

— — marinus,  see  Gull,  Great  Black-backed 

melanocephalus , see  Gull,  Mediterranean 

minutus,  see  Gull,  Little 

Philadelphia , see  Gull,  Bonaparte’s 

pipixcan,  see  Gull,  Franklin’s 
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sabini,  see  Gull,  Sabine’s 
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Limosa  haemastica,  see  Godwit,  Hudsonian 

limosa , see  Godwit,  Black-tailed 
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513,  plates  257-8 
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Luscinia  luscinia,  see  Nightingale,  Thrush 

megarhynchos , see  Nightingale 

svecica,  see  Bluethroat 
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approached,  427-8 
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642-3 
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nest,  577;  request,  584 
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Mergus  albellus , see  Smew 
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9;  590-3,  plates  300-1;  658-63,  plates  335-6 
Monlicola  saxatilis,  see  Thrush,  Rock 

solilarius,  see  Thrush,  Blue  Rock 

Moon,  Andrew  V7.,  photograph  of  Black- 
throated  Diver,  461,  plate  216;  of  Black 
Stork,  523,  plate  266 
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titreola,  see  Wagtail,  Citrine 
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deep  water,  577 
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striata,  see  Flycatcher,  Spotted 
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Mystery  photographs:  122,  plate  2;  123, 
plate  28;  124,  plate  54;  125,  plate  61;  126, 
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Neophron  permopterus,  see  Vulture,  Egyptian 
Neufeldt,  Irene,  photograph  of  Blyth’s  Pipit, 
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Nighthawk,  Common,  accepted  record 
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Northcote,  E.  Marjorie,  short  review,  452 
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phaeopus,  see  Whimbrel 
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Nyctea  scandiaca,  see  Owl,  Snowy 
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deserti,  see  Wheatear,  Desert 

finschii,  see  VVheatear,  Finsch’s 
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Gunther,  note  on  food  piracy  by  Red- 
footed Falcons,  283 

Olsson,  Urban,  photograph  of  Desert 
YVheatear,  212,  plate  100;  note  on  separa- 
tion of  Pintail  Snipe  from  Snipe,  248, 
plate  133;  photograph  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull,  171,  plate  63 
Olsthoorn,  Hans,  note  on  Jackdaws  stealing 
food  from  breeding  Guillemots,  117-8 
Osborn,  Kevin,  note  on  upperparts  of  a 
Paddyfield  Warbler,  634-5,  plates  329-30 
Osprey,  European  news,  1 1 
O’Sullivan,  O.,  photographs  of  Rose- 
coloured  Starling,  564,  plates  293-4 
Otus  scops,  see  Owl,  Scops 
Ouzel,  Ring,  photograph,  393,  plate  182 
Ovenbird,  found  dead  in  Devon,  October 
1985,  500-02,  plates  249-50 
Owl,  Barn,  European  news,  326 

, Eagle,  Fiuropean  news,  13 

, Hawk,  European  news,  326 

, Long-eared,  European  news,  326 

, Pygmy,  European  news,  326 

, Scops,  accepted  record  1985,  547 

, Snowy,  accepted  records  1985-6,  547 

, Tengmalm’s,  accepted  record  1986, 

547,  554,  plate  282 
Oxyura  jamaicensis,  see  Duck,  Ruddy 

leucocephala , see  Duck,  White-headed 

Oystercatcher,  reaction  to  presence  of 
Short-toed  Eagle,  1 13-4;  wing-oiling,  574- 
5 


PJC  Award  1987,  358-9 
Pagophila  eburnea,  see  Gull,  Ivory 
Palmer,  Gary,  photograph  of  Northern 
Wheatear,  188,  plate  78 
Pandion  haliaetus,  see  Osprey 
Panurus  biamiicus,  see  Tit,  Bearded 
Parker,  John,  ‘Everything  but  the  girl'  (let- 
ter), 640-1 

Parker,  Roger  J.,  note  on  Great  Crested 
Grebe  harassing  Slavonian  Grebe.  73 
Parkin,  David  T.,  review  of  Potts:  The  Par- 
tridge, 126-7 

Parula  americana , see  Parula,  Northern 
Parula,  Northern,  accepted  record  1982. 

566;  in  Scilly,  October  1983:  letters,  643-4 
Parus  caeruleus,  see  Fit,  Blue 

cinctus,  see  Tit,  Siberian 

cyaneus , see  Tit,  Azure 

Passer  domesticus,  see  Sparrow,  House 

moabiticus . see  Sparrow,  Dead  Sea 

simplex,  see  Sparrow,  Desert 

Patterson,  Mervyn  T„  photographs  of  Pied 
Wheatear,  202-3,  plates  93-4 


Pavan,  Paolo  A.,  photograph  of  Alpine 
Choughs,  117,  plate  57 
Peregrine,  nest-help  and  possible  polygy  ny, 
113;  European  news,  324;  prey-capture 
techniques  in  city,  424-5 
Perry,  Philip,  note  on  gulls  feeding  near 
humpback  whale,  575-6,  plates  296-7 
Personalities:  34,  David  Fisher,  48-50,  plate 
25;  35,  lan  Dawson,  378-80,  plate  180;  36, 
Bryan  Bland,  663-6,  plate  337 
Petrel,  Bulwer’s,  European  news,  9 

, Capped,  letters  on  Barmston  record, 

284-6,  plate  142;  plea  for  retention  of  local 
name,  286-7 

, Leach’s,  photograph,  35,  plate  1 1 

, Madeiran,  European  news,  9,  321 

, Storm,  European  news,  9,  321 

, Wilson’s,  European  news,  321; 

accepted  Irish  records  1986,  521 
Petrels,  names  of,  286-7 
Pfriem,  Udo,  photograph  of  Northern 
Wheatear  of  race  seebohmi,  192,  plate  83;  of 
Desert  Wheatear,  213,  plate  101 
Phalacrocorax  aristotelis,  see  Shag 

carbo , see  Cormorant 

Phalarope,  Grey,  spinning  rate,  18 

, Wilson’s,  European  news,  12,  325; 

accepted  records  1985,  540-1 
Phalaropus  fulicarius,  see  Phalarope,  Grey 

tricolor,  see  Phalarope,  Wilson’s 

Pheucticus  ludoviaanus,  see  Grosbeak,  Rose- 
breasted 

Philomachus  pngnax,  see  Ruff 
Phoenicopterus  ruber,  see  Flamingo,  Greater 
PhotoSpot:  22,  Hoopoe  Lark,  376-8,  plates 
176-9;  23,  Siberian  Accentor,  669-70, 
plates  339-40 

Phylloscopus  armandii , see  Warbler,  Yellow- 
streaked 

bonelli,  see  Warbler.  Bonelli’s 

borealis,  see  Warbler,  Arctic 

collybita , see  ChifichafT 

Jitscatus,  see  Warbler,  Dusky 

inomatus,  see  W arbler.  Y ellow-browed 

nitidus , see  Warbler,  Green 

proregulus,  see  Warbler,  Pallas’s 

trochiloides,  see  Warbler,  Greenish 

trochilus,  see  Warbler,  Willow 

schwarzi , see  Warbler,  Radde’s 

Pica  pica,  see  Magpie 

Pigeon,  Bolle’s  Laurel,  European  news,  12 
Pipit,  Blyth's,  mystery  photograph,  17,  51. 
plates  2,  27;  European  news,  326-7,  plates 
160-1 

, Meadow,  photograph,  434,  plate  206 

, Olive-backed,  European  news,  326-7 

, Pechora,  accepted  record  1986,  550-1 

, Red-throated,  European  news,  13; 

accepted  records  1984-6,  550-1,  plate  276 
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Pipit,  Richard’s,  photograph,  50,  plate  26; 
accepted  record  1980,  550 

, Tawny,  European  news,  13,  326 

, Tree,  mystery  photograph,  111,  158, 

plates  54,  60 

, Water  or  Rock,  photograph,  345,  plate 

165 

Plegadis  falcinellus,  see  Ibis,  Glossy 
Plover,  American  Golden,  European  news, 
324;  photograph,  484,  plate  243;  accepted 
record  1986,  534 

, Caspian,  European  news,  1 1 

, Greater  Sand,  European  news,  1 1,  324 

, Kentish,  clutch  hatching  after  pro- 
longed incubation,  73-4,  635 

, ‘Lesser  Golden’,  taxonomic  status, 

482-7,  plates  243-4 

, Little  Ringed,  photograph,  239,  plate 

123 

, Pacific  Golden,  European  news,  324; 

photograph,  485,  plate  244;  accepted  re- 
cords 1976-85,  534 

, Ringed,  photograph  of  wing,  172, 

plate  64;  photograph,  173,  plate  66; 
photograph,  239,  plate  122;  colour  of 
orbital  ring,  242;  ‘playing  skittles’  with 
Little  Stints,  331 

, Semipalmated,  mystery  photograph, 

160,  238,  plates  61,  121;  yellow  orbital 
ring,  241-2,  plate  125 

, Sociable,  European  news,  11,  324; 

accepted  records  1986,  535-6 
Pluimlis  dominica,  see  Plover,  American  Gol- 
den 

fulva,  see  Plover,  Pacific  Golden 

Podiceps  cristatus,  see  Grebe,  Great  Crested 

grisegena,  see  Grebe,  Red-necked 

nigricollis,  see  Grebe,  Black-necked 

Podilymbus  podiceps , see  Grebe,  Pied-billed 
Points  of  view:  15;  letters  in  reply  to,  582-3 
Polysticta  stelleri,  see  Eider,  Steller’s 
Porphyria  porphyria , see  Gallinule,  Purple 
Porter,  R.  F.,  photograph  of  Black 
Wheatear,  234,  plate  1 19;  short  review, 
452 

Pratincole,  Black-winged,  European  news, 
324;  accepted  record  1986,  534 

, Collared,  accepted  records  1986,  534 

Proctor,  R.,  photograph  of  Iceland  Gull  of 
race  L.g.kumlieni,  544,  plate  274 
Product  reports:  Swift  Audubon  HR  8.5  X 
44  BWCE  binoculars,  53-4;  Mitylite  Sub- 
mersible Torch,  572 
Prokop,  Peter,  European  news,  321-30 
Prunella  collaris , see  Accentor,  Alpine 

modularis,  see  Dunnock 

montanella,  see  Accentor,  Siberian 

Prytherch,  Robin,  see  Everett,  Mike 
Pterodroma  hasitata , see  Petrel,  Capped 


Puffin,  request,  584 

Puffinus  griseus,  see  Shearwater,  Sooty 

puffinus , see  Shearwater,  Manx 

Pyrrhocorax  graculus,  see  Chough,  Alpine 
pyrrhocorax , see  Chough 


Quinn,  David,  winner,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
Year  1987,  351-61;  award  presentation, 
588,  plate  298 


Radford,  A.  P.,  note  on  Blackbird  eating 
puffball  flesh,  19;  on  reaction  of  Blackcap 
to  sudden  noise,  249;  on  Chaffinch  appa- 
rently sipping  water  during  flight,  250;  on 
apparent  aerial  mating  by  Collared 
Doves,  497-8 

Rarities  Committee,  which  field  guide?  401- 
3;  news  and  announcements,  421-3;  work 
of,  487-91;  report  on  rare  birds  in  Great 
Britain  in  1986,  516-71,  plates  263-95 
Raynor,  E.  M.,  note  on  individual  Bee-eaters 
apparently  leading  migrating  flocks,  and 
using  distinctive  call,  381 
Recent  prosecutions,  333-5 
Recent  reports,  30-9,  plates  4-20;  87-91, 
plates  47-50;  132-5,  plate  58;  182-6,  plates 
70-7;  255,  plate  135;  see  also  Monthly 
reports 

Recorders,  list  of  county  regional  and  bird 
observatory  recorders  in  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, 23-6 

Recurvirostra  avosetta,  see  Avocet 
Redman,  Nigel,  short  review,  453 

, , and  Fisher,  David,  expeditions 

and  trips,  see  Expeditions  and  trips 
Redpoll,  European  news,  329 

, Arctic,  European  news,  329;  accepted 

records  1984-6,  565,  plate  295 
Redshank,  Lesser  Yellowlegs  attempting  to 
mate  with,  283 

, Spotted,  feeding  flocks  joined  by  other 

species,  1 14 

Remiz  pendulinus,  see  Tit,  Penduline 
Rees,  Graham,  see  Lansdown,  Peter 
Requests:  colour-marked  birds:  a reminder, 
23;  register  of  Mediterranean  seabird 
researchers,  survey  of  Goosanders  and 
Red-breasted  Mergansers,  ‘why  didn’t  I 
get  the  last  issue?’,  daytime  bats,  79-80; 
status  of  Wood  Duck  and  Northern  Bob- 
white,  123-5;  Turkish  bird  records  for 
1982-86,  177;  transparencies  of  1986  rari- 
ties, photographs  of  Radde’s,  Dusky  and 
Yellow-streaked  Warblers,  252-3;  birds  at 
Petra,  migration  survey  in  northeast 
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China,  Green  Warbler,  290;  binoculars 
and  telescopes  survey,  IV,  readership 
survey,  records  of  potential  new  species 
for  Britain,  corpses  of  rarities,  504-5; 
White-tailed  Eagles,  whales  and  dolphins, 
fleas  from  birds’  nests,  584;  after  the 
hurricane,  records  of  Eleonora’s  Falcons 
away  from  breeding  colonies,  request  for 
co-operation  in  establishment  of  library 
on  birds  of  prey,  postcodes  please,  648 
Reviews: 

Boswall:  Birds  for  all  Seasons,  337 
Brown  et  at.:  Tracks  and  Signs  of  the  Birds  oj 
Britain  and  Europe , 443-4 
Bfuun,  Delin  and  Svensson:  Birds  of  Britain 
and  Europe , 28-9 
Busby:  Drawing  Birds , 337-8 
Cullen  and  Jennings:  Birds  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 

54- 5 

Diamond  et  at.:  Save  the  Birds,  655 
Ed-U-Games:  Die  Bird-Table  Game,  386 
Gollop,  Barry  and  Iversen:  Eskimo  Curlew, 
386-7 

Grant:  Ecology  and  Evolution  of  Darwin's 
Finches,  585 

Hammond:  Twentieth  Century  Wildlife  Artists, 

55- 6 

Hilty  and  Brown:  .4  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 
Colombia , 56 

Hutcheson:  Cumbrian  Birds,  56-7 
Keast  et  al .:  Birds  of  Eucalypt  Forests  and 
Woodlands,  125-6 

Kelly:  The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas,  387-8 
Knystautas:  The  Natural  History  oj  the  USSR , 
655-6 

Lack:  The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain 
and  Ireland,  444-6 

Massa:  Atlas  Faunae  Siciliae:  Aves,  126 
National  Geographic  Society:  Field  Guide  to 
the  Birds  of  North  America.  2nd  edn,  447-8 
Paz:  Die  Birds  of  Israel,  388 
Perrins:  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the 
Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe,  290- 1 
Potts:  The  Partridge,  126-7 
Rankine:  The  Forever  Aeroplane,  292 
Redman  and  Harrap:  Birdivatching  in  Bri- 
tain, 586 

Scott  and  Carbonell:  A Directory  of  Neo- 
tropical Wetlands,  447 
Shackleton:  Ship  in  the  Wilderness,  127 
Simmons:  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds, 
291-2 

Smout:  The  Birds  of  Fife,  128 
Sparks  and  Soper:  Penguins,  586-7 
Urban,  Fry  and  Keith:  77te  Birds  of  Africa, 
vol.  2,  57-8 

Vemer,  Morrison  and  Ralph:  Wildlife  2000 , 
128-9 

White  and  Bruce:  The  Birds  ofWallacea,  29 


Rhodostethia  rosea,  see  Gull,  Ross’s 

The  Richard  Richardson  Award  1987,  35 1 - 

61 

Richards,  Charles  E.,  ‘Everything  but  the 
girl’  (letter),  641 

Riddiford,  Nick,  note  on  Nightingale  re- 
sembling Thrush  Nightingale,  74 
Rissa  tridactyla,  see  Kittiwake 
Robbins,  Chandler  S.,  review  of  I^ack:  The 
Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland, 
444-6 

Roberson,  Don,  photograph  of  Isabelline 
Wheatear,  194,  plate  85 
Roberts,  A.,  photographs  of  Red-tailed 
Wheatears,  220,  plates  105-6;  of  American 
Wigeon,  553,  plate  280;  of  Pallas’s 
Grasshopper  Warbler,  559,  plates  290-1; 
of  Arctic  Warbler,  561,  plate  292 
Robertson,  Iain,  review  of  Urban,  Fry’  and 
Keith:  The  Birds  of  Africa,  vol.  2,  57-8; 
photograph  of  Black-eared  Wheatear, 
208,  plate  96 

Robertson,  Pete,  note  on  apparently  blind 
Jackdaw  feeding,  preening  and  flying, 
249-50 

Robin,  White-throated,  European  news,  13; 

accepted  record  1983,  551 
Rogers,  M.,  letter  on  the  role  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  British  Birds,  643-4 
Rogers,  Michael  J.,  report  on  rare  birds  in 
Britain  in  1986,  516-71,  plates  263-95 
Romer,  M.  L.  R.,  note  on  Golden  Eagle 
lifting  and  dropping  stones,  18 
Rook,  photograph,  433,  plate  205 
Rose,  Chris,  review  of  Hammond:  Twentieth 
Century  Wildlife  Artists,  55-6 
Round,  P.  D.,  photograph  of  Yellow- 
streaked  Warbler,  601,  plate  310 
Ruff,  plumages  of  breeding  females,  246-8, 
plates  130-2 


Sakalauskas,  H.,  photographs  of  Siberian 
Accentor,  669-70,  plates  339-40 
Sandpiper,  Baird’s,  European  news,  325; 
accepted  records  1985-6,  537 

, Broad-billed,  European  news,  325; 

accepted  records  1985-6,  537 

, Buff-breasted,  European  news,  325 

, Common,  freezing  posture  in  presence 

of  hunting  Sparrowhawk,  425-6;  photo- 
graph, 436,  plate  210 

, Least,  accepted  record  1986,  536,  555, 

plates  271,  285 

, Marsh,  European  news,  1 1,  325; 

photographs,  591,  plates  300-1 
, Pectoral,  European  news,  11,  325 
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Sandpiper,  Semipalmated,  photographs,  32, 
plates  4-5;  European  news,  324;  accepted 
records  1982-6,  536,  555,  plate  284 

, Sharp-tailed,  European  news,  1 1;  1973 

Irish  record  rejected,  537 

, Solitary,  European  news,  325 

, Spotted,  photograph,  33,  plate  7; 

unusual  feeding  technique,  331-2; 
accepted  records  1986,  540 

, Terek,  European  news,  12,  325; 

accepted  records  1986,  540 

, Upland,  photographs,  34,  plates  8-10; 

accepted  record  1986,  540 

— , White-rumped,  accepted  records 

1970-86,  536-7 

, Wood,  European  news,  325;  reactions 

to  passing  raptors,  426 
Saxicola  caprata , see  Stonechat,  Pied 

mbetra,  see  Whinchat 

torquata,  see  Stonechat 

Scaup,  European  news,  10 

, Lesser,  photograph,  350,  plate  175 

SchifTerli,  Luc,  see  Zbinden,  Niklaus 
Schleicher,  Frank,  photographs  of  Hud- 
sonian  Godwit,  468-72,  plates  224-7 
Schouten,  Hans,  photograph  of  Kestrel,  430, 
plate  198 

Schultz,  Chris,  photograph  of  dark-morph 
Marsh  Harrier,  65,  plate  33 
Scoter,  Common,  reaction  to  windsurfer, 
424 

, Surf,  European  news,  323;  accepted 

records  1984-6,  529-31 

, Velvet,  European  news,  323 

Scotocerca  inquieta,  see  Warbler,  Scrub 
Seiurus  aurocapillus,  see  Ovenbird 
Sellors,  Glyn,  photograph  of  Waxwing,  186, 
plate  77 

Senior,  R.  J.,  note  on  spinning  rate  of  Grey 
Phalarope,  18 

Serin,  accepted  Irish  record  1979,  564 
Serinus  citrinella , see  Finch,  Citril 
serinus , see  Serin 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  15;  60;  111;  181;  250; 

283;  307;  384;  428;  491;  572;  625 
Shackleton,  Keith,  see  Gillmor,  Robert 
Shag,  European  news,  9 
Sharrock,  Erika,  short  review,  656;  announ- 
cements, see  Announcements 
Sharrock,  J.  T.  R.,  review  of  Cullen  and 
Jennings:  Birds  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  54-5;  short 
reviews,  58-60,  448-54,  656-8;  photograph 
of  International  Identification  Meeting, 
Eilat,  82,  plate  44;  obituary  of  W.  G. 
Jarvis,  254;  photograph  of  the  British  Birds 
trip  to  Thailand,  1987,  336,  plate  162;  of 
Jeff  Gordon,  341,  plate  163;  which  field 
guide?,  401-3;  obituary  of  John  Heath 
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(1922-1987),  506;  review  of  Diamond  el  al 
Save  the  Birds,  655 

, , see  Chandler,  R.  J.,  et  al. 

, , see  Gillmor,  Robert 

, , and  Mullamey,  Killian,  note  on 

apparent  tail  length  of  Isabelline 
Wheatear,  168-9,  plate  62 
Sharrock,  Kieran,  short  review,  58 
Shearwater,  Cory’s,  European  news,  321; 

accepted  Irish  record  1981,  521 
, Manx,  European  news,  9,  321;  re- 
sembling Little  Shearwaters,  1 12;  request, 
584 

, Sooty,  European  news,  9 

Shelduck,  European  news,  322 
Shibnev,  Y.,  photograph  of  Pacific  Golden 
Plover,  485,  plate  244 

Shiota,  T.,  photograph  of  Desert  Wheatear, 
2 1 2,  plate  99;  of  Eastern  Pied  Wheatear, 
223,  plate  108 

Shirihai,  Hadoram,  photograph  of  Northern 
Wheatear  and  Isabelline  Wheatear,  195, 
plate  87;  PhotoSpot  22:  Hoopoe  Lark, 
376-8,  plates  177-8;  identification  of  Up- 
cher’s  W'arbler,  473-82,  plates  229-42 
Short  reviews:  Attenborough,  448;  Austin 
and  Singer,  448;  Barrett  and  Barrett,  448; 
Boag,  58;  Bond,  448-9;  Brosset  and  Erard, 
449;  Chalmers,  58;  Chapman,  656;  Chin- 
ery,  449;  Cleeves,  656;  Cloudsley- 
Thompson,  449;  Coles,  449;  D’Arcy,  58; 
Dawes,  449;  Dee,  449-50;  DeSante  and 
Pyle,  450;  Diamond,  656-7;  Epstein  and 
Morrison,  657;  Evans,  450;  Feige,  450; 
Fitter,  450;  Flegg,  450-1;  Freethy,  451, 
657;  Friedrich,  451;  Gooders,  451;  Good- 
ers  and  Boyer,  451;  Gooders  and  Pledger, 
451;  Goodwin,  58;  Grant,  451;  Hall,  451; 
Hayman  and  Burton,  58-9;  Hewison,  657; 
Hill,  658;  Houlihan  and  Goodman,  452; 
Hume,  59,  452;  Hywel-Davies,  Thom  and 
Bennett,  59;  Johnsgard,  658;  Klaus  et  al., 
451-2;  Knystautas  and  Shibnev,  452; 
Levy,  452;  Luther,  59;  Mackenzie,  452; 
Murphy,  452-3;  Newton,  452;  Penny,  59; 
Piechocki,  453;  Piumini  and  Pozzi,  453; 
Porter,  59;  Reader,  59;  Reed,  59;  Roberts, 
453;  Roberts,  Passburg  and  van  Zalinge, 
453;  Sage,  453;  Snow,  453;  SOC,  453; 
Soper,  60;  Stuart,  453;  Sullivan,  60;  Tate, 
60;  ten  Cate,  60;  Wardhaugh,  454;  Wawr- 
zyniak  and  Sohns,  454;  Weaver,  454;  Witt, 
60;  Wood,  Leberman  and  Weyer,  454 
Shrike,  Isabelline,  European  news,  329 
— , Great  Grey,  photograph,  393,  plate 
186 

, Lesser  Grey,  photographs,  37,  plates 
13-4 
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Shrike,  Woodchat,  European  news,  329; 

accepted  records  1982-6,  563 
Simmons,  K.  E.  L.,  note  on  wing-oiling  by 
birds,  573-5 

Siskin,  European  news,  329 
Skua,  Arctic,  identification  of  immatures  by 
behaviour,  167-8 

, Great,  European  news,  325 

, Pomarine,  European  news,  12;  identi- 
fication of  immatures  by  behaviour,  167-8; 
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133  Briinnich’s  Guillemot  (Killian  Mul- 
lamey) 

134  Snow  Bunting  (D.  Numey’) 

135  Waxwings  (Robert  Gill/nor) 

137  Northern  Wheatear  (Alan  Harris) 

182  Harlequin  Duck  (Bill  Morton ) 

187  Northern  Wheatear  (Alan  Harris) 

257  Royal  Tern  (Alan  Harris) 

276  Lesser  Crested  Terns  (Alan 

Harris) 

293  Long-tailed  Tit  (Martin  Hallam) 

294  Falcated  Duck  (G.  B.  Brown) 

296  Pied-billed  Grebe  (A.  S.  Webb ); 
Goosander  (B.  Westwood); 
Briinnich’s  Guillemot  (Bill 
Morton) 

297  Great  Bustards  (Paul  Salaman); 
Franklin’s  Gull  (Gavin  Haig) 

308  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  (Friedrich 

Weick ) 

339  & Red  Grouse  and  Gannet  (‘ Perry 
340  Grin) 

344  Ring-necked  Duck  and  Golden- 

eyes (D.  Numey) 

346  Mediterranean  Gull  (D.  Numey) 

351  Richard  Richardson  (Bryan  Bland) 

352-60  Bird  Ii.i.ustrator  of  the  Year 

1987:  Red  Grouse  (David  Quinn); 

House  Sparrows  (Andrew  Stock); 


Egyptian  Vultures  (Guy  Troughton); 
Corn  Bunting  (Barry  Croucher);  Cirl 
Bunting  (Andy  Birch);  Red  Kite 
(David  Quinn);  Fieldfare  (Guy 
Troughton);  Whinchat  (Andy  Birch); 
Hawfinch  (Martin  Hallam);  Little 
Crake  (J.  S.  lyes);  Mute  Swans 
(M.  N.  Hulme);  Puffins  (Andrew 
Stock);  Peregrine  (Andrew  W. 
Hutchinson) 

361  Golden  Eagle  (John  Davis) 

392  Hoopoe  (5.  R.  Gale) 

393  Penduline  Tit  (Simon  Smethurst) 

396  Marsh  Sandpiper  (J.  P.  P.  Wilczur) 

397  Collared  Pratincole  (Simon 
Smethurst);  Whiskered  Tern  (J.  B. 
Higgott) 

404  Pomarine  Skuas  (Ian  Lewington) 

457  Black  Kite  (D.  Numey) 

458  Black-eared  Wheatear  (Daind  Daly) 

460  Long-tailed  Skua  (Julian  R.  Hough); 
Whiskered  Tern  (C.  Gibbins) 

461  Red-necked  Grebe  (G.  B.  Brown); 
Night  Heron  (Anthony  Shaun  Disley) 

466  Hudsonian  Godwit  and  Black- 

tailed Godwits  (D.  1.  M.  Wallace) 
473  Upcher’s  Warbler  (Norman  Arlott) 

482  American  Golden  Plover  and  Pacific 

Golden  Plover  (Ian  Leicington) 

492  Hudsonian  Godwit  and  Black- 

tailed Godwit  (Gary  U'right) 

499  Trumpeter  Finch  and  Linnets  (Gary 

Wright) 

507  Black-eared  Wheatear  (R.  Woodley) 

509  Rose-coloured  Starling  (C.  Gibbins) 

590  Marsh  Sandpiper  (Andy  Birch) 

592  Little  Egret  (JeJJ  Higgott);  Red- 

footed Falcon  (Bill  Morton) 

595  Radde’s  Warbler  (Martin  Hallam) 

604  Dunnocks  and  Cuckoo  (Robert 

Gillmor) 

658  Wryneck  (Bill  Morton) 

659  Bee-eater  (Bill  Morion);  Two-barred 
Crossbill  (D.  Numey) 

660  Great  Shearwater  (S.  R.  Gale) 

661  Wood  Sandpiper  (A.  J.  Mackay) 

662  Red-footed  Falcon  (G.  B.  Broun) 


winner,  bird  IU.USTRATOR  OF  the  YEAR  1987  (see  pages  351-361):  Purple  Sandpiper  ( David  Qiiitni) 
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COSTA  RICA 

THE  BIRDS  OF  COSTA  RICA 

14  days  - escorted  by  a Costa  Rican  ornithologist.  Departure  16th 
April.  Price  from  £1,399. 


Twickers  World 
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ORNITHOLIDAYS 
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MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 
Twenty-two  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 

Jamaica 
Venezuela 
Kenya 
Morocco 
The  Nile  Valley 
Zimbabwe 
The  Seychelles 


Kashmir  & Ladakh 

Thailand 

Florida 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

Australia 

New  Zealand 

Israel 


Okavango  Delta 

Madagascar 

Ethiopia 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 


Jordan 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 


Spanish  Pyrenees 

The  Camargue 

The  Roussillon 

The  Vanoise  Nat.  Park 

S.  Norway 

Iceland 

Yugoslavia 

N.  E.  Greece 

Mount  Olympus 

Turkey 

Cyprus 

Lake  Neusiedl 


LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2, 1 -3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  SUSSEX,  ENGLAND  P021  2PW 

ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743  Tel:  0243  821  230  (D709) 
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Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


PACKAGE  DEALS  & 
OUTFITS  — ASK  FOR 
OUR  LOW  QUOTES 


OPTICRON 
MAIN  STOCKISTS 


Detailed  information  pack 

with  6 in.  by  4 in.  colour  print 
of  the  Blacktoft  Sands 
Red-Necked  Stint 
or  the  Aberdaron  Lesser 
Grey  Shrike 
85p  (both  £1 .50) 


NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  E.D. 
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Extra-low  dispersion 
glass  creates  contrast  and 
resolution  which  are 
unsurpassed. 

The  ‘State  of  the  Art’ 
telescope  for  the 
perfectionist! 

(part  exchange  welcome) 


ALL  THE  LEADING 
INSTRUMENTS 
FROM  STOCK  — 
CALL  & FIELD-TEST 
THEM  ALONGSIDE 


KOWA  SCOPES 

PHONE  — we  still 
have  some  at  pre-increase 
prices! 


OLYMUS  OWNERS 
1000mm  ZUIKO  £695 


MAILORDER 
SPECIALISTS 
P/P  & INS.  FREE! 

FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D742) 

PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 

VAT  FREE 
EXPORTS 

INSTITUTIONAL 
ORDERS  WELCOME 
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ADLERBLICK 


THE  BINOCULAR  PURCHASE 
OF  A LIFETIME  - FOR 
A LIFETIME! 


Finest  quality  optics,  lightweight,  compact  design.  Fully  tested  and  inspected. 


SIX  MODELS:  8 x 32,  7 x 42,  8 x 42, 1 0 x 42, 1 0 x 50 
AND  THE  NEW  MODEL  7 x 50 


FINEST  QUALITY  OPTICS  FEATURING: 

■ Maximum  brightness  with  Bak-4  prisms 

■ Special  glass  materials  + UV  coatings. 

■ Pin-sharp  image  over  whole  field  of 
view  even  at  the  edges. 

■ Extra-high  eye  point — a ‘MUST’  for 
spectacle  wearers. 

LIGHTWEIGHT  COMPACT  DESIGN 

■ All-metal  construction 

■ Lightweight 

■ Quality  finish 


FULLY  TESTED  AND  INSPECTED 
“ADLERBLICK”  binoculars  are  the  first 
ones  that  have  passed  the  exceptional 
standard  of  the  Japan  Telescope  Inspec- 
tion Institute.  The  E.I.S.  is  a more  severe 
test  of  quality  on  every  point,  than  the 
standard  inspection.  The  higher  quality  is 
certified  by  affixing  a gold  label  “INSPEC- 
TED” instead  of  the  normal  “PASSED” 
label. 


A pair  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  is  an  instrument  made  for  full  use  and  an  active 
life  used  with  consideration  and  awareness  they  will  give  you  a lifetime  of 
enjoyment.  With  the  purchase  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  JJ  Vickers  offer  you 
a LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  applicable  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  does  not 
affect  your  statutory  rights. 


For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockists  please 
contact  the  manufacturer’s  U.K.  distributing 
agent: 


J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD. 

DEPT.  BB,  UNIT  1 , RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB 

TEL:  01  -460 1 799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone)  (D747) 
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COUNTRYSIDE  VIEWING* 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 
BINOCULARS -TELESCOPES  Topquality-  g 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments  DlSCOUIlt  pMC6S 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON  * We  now  have  our  own 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mPaIlMo°rder  fre^  e&oe 

Church  Lane,  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 

Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 
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CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
Short  Breaks  and  More! 

HOLLAND  1 987  - Jan:  8-1 2;  23-27 
Feb:  5-9;  13-17;  20-24;  26-2  March 

NORTH  CENTRAL  FRANCE  1 987: 

Jan:  8-12;  23-27 

Feb:  5-9;  1 3-1 7;  20-24;  26-2  March 
SPRING  1 987  - May:  Argonne  to 
Flevoland  • Brenne  and  Vendee 
Corsica  Special 

AUTUMN  1 987  - Sept:  Heligoland 
Cape  May  and  Hawk  Mt,  USA 
Oct:  Cap  Gris-Nez 
Nov:  Flevoland  and  NC  France 

Small  groups,  maximum  8,  with 
professional  guide. 

Tours  also  cover  other  branches  of  natural 
history  and  history,  appealing  to  all  those 
with  discerning  interests. 

In  addition,  for  larger  groups,  e g.  RSPB, 
natural  history  and  overseas  societies,  we 
offer  a full  service,  from  planning  to  leading, 
whether  for  one  day  or  more. 

For  brochure:  CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
c/o  Uplands,  The  Avenue,  Kingsdown, 
Deal,  Kent  CT14  8DU. 

Telephone:  0304  360194  or, 

France  (33)  21  -32-93-64  (D763) 
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BRANTA  TRAVEL 

WITH  © DFDS  SEAWAYS 


Birding  the 
Branta  way 
-only  our  second 

year  and  we're 

with  the  leaders! 

We’  re  delighted  to  be  amongst  the  select  band  of 
operators  of  overseas  bird  tours  chosen  by 

British  Birds. 

For  1987  we  continue  our  policy  of  offering  a 
combination  of  short  breaks  and  longer  holidays 
led  by  local  leaders  or  by  experts  in  a special  area 
- raptors,  seabirds  or  migration  - at  prices  most 
can  afford. 

Our  new  programme  includes— 


6 day  breaks  (April)  in  Sweden  with  Christer 
Larsson  and  in  Denmark  with  Jens  Ole  Byskov. 

15  days  (June)  in  Iceland  and  the  Faroes 
studying  seabirds  with  Peter  Harrison. 

PLUS 

Weekend  & short  breaks  covering  Pelagic  species  in  the  Irish  Sea  with 
American  waders  at  Ballycotton,  Wintering  geese  in  Holland,  Cranes 
and  Sea  Eagles  in  northern  France,  autumn  raptor  migration  at 
Falsterbo  and  at  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 


PLUS 

Longer  birding  holidays  in  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Spain  and  UK  birding 
breaks. 

Let  us  send  you  our  new  brochure. 


BRANTA 

TRAVEL 

LIMITED 


Name_ 

Address 


Please  send  your  1987  brochure 


Branta  Travel  Ltd.,  Tt  Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 


(D772) 
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Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60  Zoom)  £ 189.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £283.20 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x40BGA)  £ 185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT  (Rubber  Armoured/Close 
Focus)  Phone! 

Barbour  I- A 

mam  The  best  British  clothing  for  the  worst  British  weather 

Border  Jkt.  (Lined)  34" -48"  £77.45 

Beaufort  Jkt.  (Lined)  34" -48”  £71.45 

Durham  Jkt.  (Unlined)  34"  -48"  £49.95 

Trousers  (Unlined)  XS-L  £26.95 

Arnton  Bag  £28.45 

Plus  hats,  hoods,  wax  etc. 


23/25  Kings  Road, 
Brentwood,  Essex. 
(0277)  222230 


3 Palace  Street, 
Canterbury,  Kent. 
(0227)  470023 


Mail  Order: 

3 Wates  Way, 

Brentwood,  Essex. 

CM15  9TB  _ 
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‘First  in  the  Field’ 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

Birdquest  provide  exciting,  friendly,  professionally  arranged  small-group  tours  for 
birdwatchers  of  all  levels  of  experience.  Come  with  us  and  see  the  difference! 

AUSTRALIA  • BORNEO  & THE  MALAY  PENINSULA 
COSTA  RICA  • INDIA  & NEPAL  • ISRAEL  • JAPAN  • KENYA 
MADAGASCAR  • MEXICO  • POLAND  • SIBERIA, 
CENTRAL  ASIA  & THE  CAUCASUS  • SIKKIM,  DARJEELING, 
KASHMIR  & LADAKH  • THAILAND  • TURKEY 
ZIMBABWE  & THE  OKAVANGO  DELTA 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA1 5 9AL.  Tel:  061  -928  5945.  (D1 1 3) 
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BIRD  BONANZAS,  established  in  1970,  is  one  of  the  leading 
bird  tour  agencies  in  the  United  States. 

Most  of  our  tours  cost  no  more  than  those  of  leading  British  bird 
tour  agencies.  Some  are  less.  For  example,  our  30  day  Australia 
tour  is  only  £1750.  Tours  to  some  areas  cost  more,  but  we  give  as 
much  as  we  can  for  the  price. 

• Our  groups  are  usually  small,  averaging  seven  participants,  so 
that  all  have  close  access  to  the  leader  and  see  all  of  the  birds. 

Rather  than  using  a small  cadre  of  leaders  who  guide  tours 
anywhere  in  the  world,  for  each  tour  we  try  to  use  a leading  expert 
who  resides  in  the  country  of  the  tour. 

1987  TOUR  SCHEDULE 

February  JAPAN  WINTER  May  LESSER 


For  additional  information  please  write  to: 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  611563 
NORTH  MIAMI.  FLORIDA  33161.  U.S.A. 


(D762) 
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> ■ MORE  WATERPROOF 


High  technology  cloths,  and 
fully  hot-  air  taped  seams  mean 
that  Endurance  is  nearly  four 
times  more  waterproof  than  the 
leading  waxproof. 

MORE  COMFORTABLE 


Working  hard  or  playing  hard, 
you  need  breathability,  if  you 
want  to  be  comfortable.  High 
technology  Endurance  cloths 
and  systems  ensure  you  stay  dry 
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MORE  DURABLE 


By  using  the  latest  high 
technology  materials  and 
methods,  Endurance  lives  up  to 
it's  name.  It  will  outlast  other 
more  expensive  systems. 


BREATHES  WITHOUT  HOLES 


Endurance  systems  use  PERFLEX  ,v  cloths, 
which  "breathe  without  holes"  This  cloth  is 
much  more  durable  than  other  "breathable" 
systems. 

ENDURANCE1  - It's  very  good,  the  full  story  is 
worth  getting  - and  it’s  free  of  course* 
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Breeding  status  of 
Black-throated  Divers  in 
Scotland 

L.  H.  Campbell  and  T.  R.  Talbot 


Although  the  Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  is  one  of  the  more  scarce 
il  and  spectacular  of  Britain's  breeding  waterbirds,  a comprehensive 
survey  of  its  status  has  never  been  undertaken.  Both  Parslovv  (1973)  and 
Sharrock  ( 1976)  estimated  the  breeding  population  to  be  100-200  pairs,  but 
more  recently  Thom  (1986)  suggested  that  there  were  not  more  than  100 
pairs.  This  discrepancy  undoubtedly  reflects  the  fact  that  this  species 
breeds  almost  entirely  on  large  lochs  in  the  north  and  west  ofScotland  (fig. 
1),  where,  unless  well-known  nest  sites  are  being  used,  it  is  often  very 
difficult  to  locate  adults  or  their  nests.  There  has,  therefore,  been  a tendency 
for  lochs  with  easy  access  or  well-known  nest  sites  to  be  checked  regularly, 
while  many  more-inaccessible  lochs  have  rarely  been  visited.  Since  1972,  an 
annually  variable  sample  of  lochs  in  northwest  Scotland  has  been 
monitored  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  Highland  Office, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  obtaining  estimates  of  breeding  perfor- 
mance (RSPB/R.  H.  Dennis,  in  Thom  1986). 

Recent  concern  about  this  species  has  centred  mainly  on  the  fact  that  the 
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Black-throated  Divers  in  Scotland 


Fig.  1.  Distribution  of  Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  in  1968-72.  Large  dots,  confirmed 
breeding;  medium  dots,  probable  breeding;  small  dots,  possible  breeding.  Reproduced  from 
The  Atlas  oj  Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (Sharrock  1 976)  by  permission  of  the  publishers, 

T.  & A.  D.  Poyser  Ltd 

total  population  is  small  and  that  breeding  success  in  most  years  appears  to 
be  very  low  (Bundy  1979).  Many  clutches  fail  during  incubation  and, 
although  flooding,  egg-collecting  and  predation  are  known  to  be  important 
causes,  the  Black-throated  Diver  is  undoubtedly  threatened  also  by 
disturbance  from  angling  and  other  recreational  activities. 
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Black-throated  Divers  in  Scotland 

I his  paper  presents  the  results  of  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  breeding 
population  carried  out  during  1985.  The  survey,  the  first  part  of  a research 
programme  into  breeding  biology  of  divers  in  the  north  and  west  of 
Scotland,  aimed  to  produce  a sound  baseline  estimate  of  the  size  of  the 
Scottish  breeding  population. 

Methods 

A method  for  surveying  breeding  Red-throated  Divers  G.  stellata  in 
Shetland  was  described  by  Gomersall  et  al.  (1984),  their  estimate  being 
based  on  the  number  of  confirmed  breeding  pairs.  That  species,  however, 
breeds  at  comparatively  high  density,  and  on  small  but  accessible  lochs  and 
lochans  where  it  is  relatively  easy  to  be  certain  of  the  presence  of  divers  and 
to  find  nests.  Black-throated  Divers  breed  not  only  at  very  low  general 
density,  but  also  on  large  lochs  where  it  is  impractical  to  walk  all  shorelines 
and  where  it  is  often  difficult  to  locate  adults  on  the  water,  especially  in  poor 
weather.  It  was  recognised  at  the  outset  that,  although  survey  work  should 
aim  to  record  as  many  breeding  attempts  as  possible,  a broader  definition 
would  be  needed  for  Black-throated  Diver. 

Although  high  frequency  of  visits  would  obviously  have  improved 
efficiency,  the  inevitable  constraints  of  limited  manpower  and  the  extent  of 
the  total  area  to  be  surveyed  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a two-visit  survey 
method.  T he  main  features  of  the  procedure,  which  was  based  on 
experience  gained  in  1984  and  in  earlier  surveys,  are  summarised  below: 

1 . All  lochs  should  be  visited  twice  during  the  survey  period:  once  in  May.  and  once  in  J une  not 
less  than  two  weeks  after  the  first  visit. 

2.  On  each  visit,  all  known  nest  sites  should  be  carefully  checked  and  the  whole  loch 
systematically  scanned  from  suitable  vantage  points  to  detect  adults  on  the  water.  Extensive 
walking  along  the  shoreline  or  searches  for  nests  should  not  usually  be  attempted. 

3.  In  well-known  areas,  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  lochs  with  a history  of  past  breeding, 
additional  potential  sites  being  visited  when  time  permitted.  Elsewhere,  all  likely  larger  lochs 
in  an  area  should  be  visited. 

4.  All  observers  were  supplied  with  standard  recording  cards  and  instructions,  w hich  stressed 
the  importance  of  allowing  adequate  time  to  scan  each  loch  carefully  before  deciding  w hether 
or  not  divers  were  present. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  survey,  the  basic  unit  of  population  was 
considered  to  be  a ‘summering  territory  ’,  as  defined  in  table  1.  Observa- 
tions of  such  breeding  behaviour  as  nest-building  were  not  accepted  as 
proof  of  breeding.  Divers  seen  on  lochs  within  5 km  of  a known  summering 
territory  were  assumed  to  be  from  that  territory  unless  synchronous 
observations  indicated  otherwise. 

The  bulk  of  the  survey  work  was  carried  out  by  six  contract  workers, 
although  other  RSPB  staff.  Nature  Conservancy  Council  employees  and 
local  ornithologists  also  contributed  many  useful  data. 

In  order  to  provide  estimates  of  the  likely  maximum  efficiency  of  various 
levels  of  survey  intensity,  a study  area,  already  well  known  as  part  of  the 
regular  RSPB  monitoring  scheme,  was  covered  intensively  throughout  the 
1984  breeding  season.  It  was  systematically  worked  once  every  ten  to  14 
days;  on  each  visit  to  a loch,  likely  nest  sites  were  checked,  and  each  loch 
scanned  to  record  the  presence  of  adults. 


4 Black-throated  Divers  in  Scotland 

Table  1.  Criteria  used  for  determining  presence  of  ‘summering  territories’  of  Black- 
throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  in  Scotland,  1985 


Category 

Criteria 

a 

Chicks  seen 

b 

Nests  with  eggs  seen 

c 

Incubating  adult  seen 

d 

Pair  of  adults  on  same  loch  on  two 
visits 

e 

Pair  of  adults  on  one  visit,  single 
adult  on  other  visit  to  same  loch 

f 

Single  adult  on  same  loch  on  two 
visits 

g 

As  d,  e & f,  but  on  adjacent  loch 
within  5 km  where  no  other  pairs 
suspected 

The  Black-throated  Diver  is  afforded  Schedule  1 status  under  the 
Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act  ( 1981 ) and,  although  visits  to  the  nests  were 
not  an  essential  part  of  the  survey  procedure,  all  the  main  surveyors  were 
licensed  by  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council. 

Results 

Coverage 

Reasonable  coverage,  as  planned,  was  achieved  throughout  most  of  the 
known  breeding  range.  In  northwest  Scotland,  where  the  longer-term  study 
area  was  again  intensively  surveyed,  complete  coverage  was  obtained, 
almost  all  known  and  likely  lochs  being  visited  at  least  twice.  Some  lochs  in 
Wester  Ross  received  only  one  visit,  and  a few  potential  sites  in  Caithness 
were  not  visited  at  all.  Farther  south,  in  Perthshire  and  Argyll,  all  known 
sites  were  surveyed.  Almost  all  other  likely  lochs  were  included,  as  well  as 
many  less  obviously  suitable  ones.  Second  visits  were  restricted  to  known 
sites  and  the  apparently  more-suitable  lochs.  All  known  sites  and  many 
possible  alternatives  in  the  Outer  Hebrides  were  visited,  as  were  most  of  the 
traditional  sites  elsewhere  in  the  west  of  Scotland. 

Table  2.  Summary  of  results  of  breeding  survey  of  Black-throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  in 

Scotland,  1985 

For  definition  of  categories  a-g,  see  table  1 


Number  of  lochs  on  which  divers  were  seen  169 

Number  of  pairs  with  chicks  (a)  36 

Number  of  additional  pairs  with  eggs  (b  & c)  30 

Number  of  additional  summering  territories  (d-g)  42 


Numbers 

I he  main  survey  results  are  shown  in  table  2.  A total  of  108  summering 
territories  was  recorded,  in  66  of  which  eggs  were  known  to  have  been  laid. 
1 wenty-two  additional  pairs  or  single  divers  were  recorded  on  only  one 
visit  on  lochs  which  were  not  obviously  part  of  another  summering 
territory.  1 wo  known  regular  breeding  lochs  were  not  visited  at  all,  and  five 
other  regular  sites  were  visited  only  once.  Allowing  for  these  particular  gaps 
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in  coverage,  it  is  suggested  that  up  to  nine  additional  pairs  at  seven  sites 
would  have  been  expected,  giving  a maximum  total  of  117  pairs.  Including 
these  estimated  extra  pairs,  only  six  lochs  held  more  than  a single  pair:  one 
having  four,  another  three,  and  the  remainder  two  pairs. 

Estimate  of  survey  efficiency 

In  1984,  within  the  detailed  study  area,  despite  the  presence  of  some 
surplus  or  itinerant  divers,  it  was  comparatively  easy  to  identify  lochs  or 
small  groups  ol  lochs  which  regularly  held  pairs.  Such  pairs,  present  on 
most  survey  visits  whether  or  not  breeding  was  proved,  could  be  loosely 
described  as  summering  pairs.  Each  summering  pair  appeared  to  occupy  a 
territory  which  might  consist  of  a single  large  loch  or  include  several 
adjatent  lochs  which  were  used  as  primary'  or  additional  feeding  areas. 

Black-throated  Divers  were  recorded  on  a total  of  38  different  lochs;  of  26 
summering  pairs  present,  I 7 were  known  to  have  bred.  Twelve  visits  were 
made  during  1984,  although  not  all  lochs  were  visited  on  every  occasion.  It 
was  assumed  that  all  summering  pairs  present  were  located  during  the 
course  of  these  visits,  and  that  the  data  could  be  used  to  estimate  the  relative 
efficiency  of  visits  made  at  different  times,  and  in  various  combinations, 
during  the  breeding  season. 

As  expected  from  previous  monitoring  work,  many  clutches  failed  or 
were  suspected  to  have  failed  early  in  incubation.  It  was  therefore 
inevitable  that  many  breeding  attempts  might  not  have  been  detected 
because  of  the  minimum  interval  of  ten  days  between  visits.  The  most 
effective  time  for  registering  breeding  attempts  on  a single  visit  was  the 
three-week  period  spanning  the  end  of  May  and  the  beginning  of  June, 
when  at  least  47%  of  the  eventual  total  number  of  such  attempts  would 
have  been  recorded.  ‘Paired’  visits  were  more  effective,  and  any 
combination  in  a seven-week  period  from  early  May  to  mid  June  would 
have  recorded  between  59%  and  76%  of  the  total,  provided  the  first  visit 
was  before  the  start  of  June.  Introducing  a third  visit  further  improves 
efficiency,  any  combination  in  the  nine-week  period  from  early  May  to  early 
July  recording  between  71%  and  88%  of  the  final  total. 

These  data  could  be  used  to  calculate  estimates  of  efficiency  in  1985, 
based  on  the  combined  results  of  eight  different  paired  visits  in  May  and 
June.  On  two  visits,  69%  of  the  total  number  of  summering  pairs  could  be 
expected  to  be  detected,  and  be  classed  as  summering  territories  (as  defined 
in  table  1).  In  other  words,  31%  of  the  summering  pairs  would  have  been 
seen  at  most  on  only  one  of  the  two  visits  and  would  not,  therefore,  have 
been  classed  as  representing  summering  territories. 

Estimate  of  total  population 

Using  the  two-visit  survey-efficiency  estimates  given  above,  it  is  possible  to 
correct  the  actual  survey  data  and  produce  an  estimate  of  the  true  total 
population,  assuming  that  loss  of  efficiency  was  constant  throughout 
Scotland,  regardless  of  regional  differences  in  the  apparent  density  of  pairs, 
and  that  survey  efficiency  was  equally  high  in  the  less  well-known  areas 
awav  from  the  northwest.  Data  from  the  intensive-study  area  in  northwest 
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Scotland  require  no  correction,  being  based  on  the  results  of  multiple  visits. 

The  final  corrected  estimate  of  the  total  Scottish  breeding  population  of 
Black-throated  Divers  in  1985  was  151  summering  territories  (table  3). 

Table  3.  Estimates  of  total  breeding  population  of  Black-throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  in 

Scotland,  1985 

For  explanation  of ‘poor  cover’,  see  text 

NO.  OF  SUMMERING  TERRITORIES 
Observed  Corrected 


Northwest  Scotland  32  32 

Rest  ofScotland  76  110 

Extra  for  ‘poor  cover’  9 

TOTAL  ESTIMATED  POPULATION  1 5 1 

Distribution 


A regional  breakdown  of  the  uncorrected  survey  results  is  given  in  table  4. 
Of  the  known  summering  territories,  80%  were  in  the  north  and  west  of 
Scotland:  in  the  Outer  Hebrides,  and  in  Sutherland,  Caithness,  Wester 
Ross  and  Inverness.  This  is  a similar  pattern  to  that  given  in  The  Atlas 
(Sharrock  1976),  where  data  are  shown  for  each  10-km  square  in  terms  of 
confirmed,  probable  or  possible  breeding.  Direct  comparison  of  the  results 
of  the  two  surveys  is  impossible  because  of  the  more  stringent  criteria  used 
in  1985  and  the  fact  that  The  Atlas  was  a collative  assessment  based  on  the 
results  of  five  years’  fieldwork  (1968-72). 


Table  4.  Regional  distribution  of  Black-throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  in  Scotland,  1985 


100-km  squares: 
main  area  covered 

No. 

chicks 

Eggs 

Other 

summering 

territories 

TOTALS 

NG,  ND:  (Sutherland,  Caithness) 

19 

15 

10 

44 

NG,  NH:  (Ross,  Inverness) 

11 

6 

9 

26 

NN,  NM:  (Rannoch,  Perth,  Lochaber) 

1 

7 

10 

18 

NR:  (Argvll) 

1 

1 

2 

NX 

1 

1 

Outer  Hebrides 

3 

2 

12 

17 

TOTALS 

36 

30 

42 

108 

A comparison  of  the  regional  patterns  shown  by  the  two  surveys  is  given 
in  table  5.  The  number  of  10-km  squares  in  which  confirmed  or  probable 
breeding  occurred  during  The  Atlas  period  and  the  number  of  squares  with 
summering  territories  or  divers  present  in  1985  are  shown.  Despite  the 
difficulty  of  comparing  the  two  surveys  directly,  the  data  do  not  suggest  that 
there  has  been  any  substantial  change  in  distribution,  particularly  bearing 
in  mind  the  known  sporadic  nature  of  breeding  in  some  of  the  marginal 
areas  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  British  range  (Thom  1986).  In  51  10-km 
squares,  breeding  was  confirmed  or  summering  pairs  were  present  in  The 
Atlas  period,  but  not  in  1985;  in  31  squares,  breeding  or  summering  pairs 
were  recorded  in  1985,  but  not  during  The  Atlas.  Again,  allowing  for  the 
collative  nature  of  the  latter,  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  great  change 
between  the  surveys. 
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Table  5.  Comparison  of  distribution  patterns  of  Black-throated  Diver  Gama  arctica  as 
shown  by  The  Atlas  (Sharrock  1976)  and  1985  survey 


NO.  OF  10-KM  SQUARES 
The  Atlas  1 985  s u rvey 

Area  ( 100-km  square)  Confirmed  Probable  Pairs  Present 


Sutherland,  Caithness  (NC,  ND) 

29 

12 

29 

3 

Ross,  Inverness  (NO,  NH) 

33 

13 

20 

8 

Rannoch,  Perth  (NN) 

6 

3 

9 

3 

I.oehaber(NM,  NN) 

5 

9 

4 

5 

Argyll  (NR) 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Other  mainland  areas  (NN,  NX) 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Outer  Hebrides 

9 

5 

12 

3 

Skye,  Mull,  Islay,  Jura,  Arran 

8 

5 

0 

1 

TOTALS 

96 

49 

78 

25 

Trends  in  population  size 

For  most  of  Scotland,  insufficient  systematic  data  are  available  for  any 
assessment  to  be  made  of  recent  changes  in  population.  The  detailed  study 
area  in  northwest  Scotland,  however,  which  was  comprehensively  covered 
in  1984  and  1985,  was  also  surveyed  in  1983,  1981  and  1977,  the  last  being 
described  by  Bundy  (1979).  It  also  included  many  of  the  lochs  that  were 
part  of  the  RSPB  annual  diver  monitoring  programme  (Thom  1986). 
Numbers  recorded  in  these  five  years  ranged  from  23  (1981)  to  31  (1985) 
and,  allowing  for  differences  in  survey  intensity,  there  was  no  evidence  of 
any  change  in  numbers  over  this  period. 

Breeding  success 

On  a two-visit  survey,  it  was  impossible  accurately  to  assess  breeding 
success.  Of  the  108  summering  territories  in  1985,  eggs  were  known  to  have 
been  laid  in  61%;  and  in  33%  of  the  108,  a total  of  44  chicks  was  hatched  ( = 
0.4  per  known  summering  territory).  Within  the  detailed  study  area  alone, 
0.41  chicks  per  pair  were  known  to  have  hatched,  but  only  0.28  per  pair 
survived  to  2 1 days  or  more  and  probably  fledged.  In  1984,  the  comparable 
figures  were  0.3  and  0. 1 7. 

Excluding  data  from  the  detailed  study  area,  it  was  possible  to  make 
some  broad  comparison  between  areas  in  terms  of  general  breeding 
performance.  Of  37  nests  in  the  rest  of  north  and  northwest  Scotland.  18 
(49%)  produced  chicks.  In  the  rest  of  Scotland,  including  the  Outer 
Hebrides,  significantly  fewer  nests,  only  six  out  of  38  ( 16%).  were  known  to 
have  produced  chicks  (x"  = 9.3;  P > 0.01). 


Discussion 

The  results  of  this  comprehensive  survey  confirm  that  the  Black-throated 
Diver  is  a scarce  breeding  species  in  Britain  and  that,  despite  an  abundance 
of  apparently  suitable  lochs  throughout  much  of  western  Scotland,  it  is 
confined  mainly  to  the  northwest  and  the  Outer  Hebrides. 

Population  trends  are  not  easy  to  assess.  In  the  northwest  of  Scotland 
there  was  certainly  no  evidence  of  any  recent  decline,  and  apparent  year-to- 
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year  changes  were  most  obviously  related  to  variable  survey  intensity. 
Within  such  stronghold  areas,  comparison  with  The  Atlas  results,  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  latter  included  data  from  a five-year  period,  also  gives  no  real 
evidence  of  a substantial  change  in  the  population.  Thom  (1986)  noted 
that,  apart  from  The  Atlas  records,  there  had  been  no  recent  breeding  on 
Skye,  Mull  or  Islay  and  that  breeding  on  Arran  ceased  in  about  1977.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  breeding  has  always  been  rather  spasmodic  in 
these  areas,  which  should  accordingly  be  considered  marginal  sites,  and 
that  the  general  range  remains  largely  unchanged. 

Observed  breeding  success  in  the  northwest  of  Scotland  in  1985  was 
similar  to  that  recorded  previously  (Bundy  1979,  Thom  1986),  although  on 
the  basis  of  the  work  in  the  detailed  study  area  1 985  was  a rather  better  year 
than  average,  possibly  as  a result  of  less  than  usual  fluctuation  in  loch  water 
levels.  Breeding  success  appeared  to  be  rather  lower  away  from  the 
northwest  strongholds. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  clear  that  the  Black-throated  Diver  is  holding  its  own 
in  its  main  British  strongholds  and  that,  although  breeding  remains 
sporadic  in  peripheral  areas,  its  range  has  not  changed  greatly  in  the  last  15 
years.  Studies  are  continuing  in  order  to  assess  the  reasons  for  poor 
breeding  success. 
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Summary 

A comprehensive  survey  of  Black-throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  in  Scotland  in  1985  recorded 
108  summering  territories,  in  66  of  which  eggs  were  known  to  have  been  laid.  LIsing  a 
correction  factor  for  survey  efficiency,  a total  of  151  summering  territories  was  estiiYiated. 
Comparison  with  previous  survey  results  shows  that  there  has  been  no  major  change  in  the 
population  in  the  last  15  years. 
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European  news 


\\  ith  this  selection,  ‘European  news’  celebrates  its  tenth  anniversary. 
Contributions  from  21  countries  are  included,  and  we  especially  welcome 
those  from  the  Canary  Islands  and  Cyprus  for  the  first  time.  The  official 
correspondents  whose  detailed  six-monthly  reports  are  summarised  in  this 
feature  are  acknowledged  at  the  end.  This  feature  is  intended  as  a news 
service;  anyone  requiring  further  information  or  quoting  records  in  other 
publications  should  refer  to  the  literature  of  the  relevant  country. 

II  you  have  made  observations  in  any  of  the  countries  not  included  here 
and  do  not  know  to  whom  records  should  be  sent,  we  suggest  that  you  send 
them  to  British  Birds  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to  pass  them  on  to  the 
appropriate  person;  for  countries  which  are  included  here,  we  suggest  that 
you  send  a copy  of  your  records  to  the  relevant  ‘European  news’  correspon- 
dent listed  at  the  end  of  this  summary. 

Records  awaiting  formal  verification  by  national  rarities  committees  are 
indicated  by  an  astcrisk(*). 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  records  refer  to  single  individuals 


Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer  Greece 
Deletion:  August  1983  record  {Brit.  Birds  78: 
338)  not  accepted. 

White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  Spain  First 
record:  two  near  La  Coruna  on  14th 

December  1985*. 

Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus  itaiy 
First  breeding  record  in  Sicily:  two  pairs  on 
Lake  Pozzilloof  Regalbuto,  F.nna,  in  1985. 

Bulwer’s  Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii  France 
First  record:  off  Ouessant  on  26th  January 
1986*.  Spain  Deletion:  the  1983  Vigo  record 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  338)  is  now  rejected. 

Sooty  Shearwater  Pujfinus griseus  Italy  Filth 
record:  on  sea  at  National  Park  of  Circeo, 
Lazio,  on  10th  September  1985. 

Manx  Shearwater  Pujfinus  pujfinus  canary 
islands  Probable  breeding:  several  records  of 
adults  captured  in  suitable  breeding  habitat 
(ravines  in  laurel  forest)  in  last  six  years  (no 
confirmed  breeding  record  in  Canary  Islands 
yet). 

Storm  Petrel  Hydrobales  pelagicus  morocco 
Second  probable  breeding  record:  breeding 
calls  heard  near  Bon-Ahmed.  about  100  km 
east  ofStrait  ofGibraltar,  on  28th-29th June 
1986  (first  probable  breeding  in  1984-85. 
Brit.  Birds  79:  285). 

Madeiran  Petrel  Oceanodroma  castro  canary 
islands  First  breeding  record:  colony  on 
Anaga  Rocks,  Tenerife,  in  December  1983. 


Cape  Gannet  Sula  capensis  spain  First  and 
second  West  Palearctic  records:  adult  off 
Tarragona  on  28th  January  1985*.  and  adult 
at  Torremolinos  on  8th  February  1986*. 

Masked  Booby  Su/a  dactylalra  Spain  First 
West  Palearctic  records:  adult  in 

Sotogrande,  Cadiz,  on  10th  October  1985*. 
and  at  Torremolinos  on  14th  December 
1985*  and  9th  January  1986*. 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  France 
Second  mainland  breeding:  pair  in  Lorraine 
in  1985  (cf.  Luxembourg,  Bril.  Birds  79:  285). 

Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  spain  First 
proved  breeding  on  Columbretes  Islands: 
four  to  seven  pairs  in  May  1985. 

Frigatebird  Fregala  spain  Second  record: 
adult  male  off  Baiona.  Pontevedra,  on  29th 
September  1985*  (first  was  in  Mac  1983, 
Brit.  Birds  77:  233). 

Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  Italy  First 
breeding  record  in  Apulia:  15-20  pairs  in 
1985. 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  Portugal 
Decline  in  breeding  numbers  on  sea  cliffs  and 
rocky  islets  in  southwest:  only  17  nests  in 
1986  compared  with  26  in  1985  and  30  in 
1984.  spain  Census:  6,630  nests  in  1984  (cf. 
5.776  pairs  in  1979-81.  Brit.  Birds  78:  339). 

Greater  Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  ruber 
France  Highest  breeding  numbers:  about 
20.000  pairs  in  Camarguc  in  1986. 


[Bril.  Birds  MY.  9- 15,  January  I987| 
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Snow  Goose  Anser  caemlescens  morocco 
Third  record:  two  immatures  on  small  lake  at 
2,650  m on  Oukaimeden  Plateau  on  10th 
February  1986. 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  Finland 
Increasing:  about  400  breeding  pairs,  with 
total  population  of  2,500-3,000  individuals. 

Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis  France 
Four  together  at  Saint-Quentin  Lake, 
Yvelines,  during  1 1th- 13th  January  1986* 
and  one  in  Alsace  from  26th  February  to  3rd 
March  1986*. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  morocco 
Second  record:  female  at  Oued  Massa  on 
20th  February  1986  (first  was  in  winter  1984/ 
85,  Brit.  Birds  78:  639).  Norway  Second 
record:  male  on  Varanger  Peninsula,  Finn- 
mark,  on  25th  May  1986. 

Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  Denmark 
First  breeding:  pair  first  seen  on  8th  May 
1986  later  seen  with  three  young,  at 
Tipperne,  West-Jutland.  Finland  Second 
record:  male  in  Kajaani  during  1 1 th- 1 4th 
May  1986  (first  was  in  1972).  Greece  First 
record:  pair  in  Messolonghi  on  24th-25th 
April  1986. 

Marbled  Duck  Marmaronetta  angustirostris 
Spain  Largest  recent  concentration:  600  at 
Lucio  del  Cangrejo,  Guadalquivir 
Marismas,  on  24th  October  1985  (cf.  high 
numbers  and  breeding-range  extension  in 
Morocco.  Brit.  Birds  78:  639). 

Scaup  Ay  thy  a marila  morocco  Third  and 
fourth  twentieth-century  records:  mouth  of 
River  Massa  on  11th  December  1985,  and 
Lagoon  of  Khnifiss,  Tarfaya,  during  18th 
January  to  13th  February  1986. 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  France  First 
twentieth-century  record:  two  immature 

males  at  Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue,  Manche, 
during  13th-23rd  April  1986*.  Poland 
Influx:  ten  records,  mainly  in  Gdansk  Bay, 
from  15th  December  1985  to  16th  March 
1986;  and  second  inland  record:  female  near 
Tuchola  on  16th  May  1985  (nine  previous 
records). 

Smew  Mergus  atbellus  Czechoslovakia  First 
breeding:  female  on  two  eggs  in  nest  in  hole  in 
stump,  and  male  nearby,  at  Lipno  Lake, 
southern  Bohemia,  on  24th  May  1984. 

Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  senator 
canary  islands  First  record:  Puerto  de  la 
Cruz,  Tenerife,  during  17th  November  1984 
to  25th  January  1985. 


European  news 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis  Spain  First 
record:  male  in  Laguna  de  Lor,  Navarra,  on 
15th  November  1985*  (cf.  recent  records  in 
France  and  Switzerland,  Brit  Birds  75:  26, 
269,  569;  77:  234). 

White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala 
Spain  Increase  continues:  100  in  Laguna  de 
Zonar,  Cordoba,  and  120  in  Laguna  de 
Madina,  Cadiz,  in  early  December  1985;  also 
first  breeding  for  decades  in  Guadalquivir 
Marismas,  with  two  empty  nests  and  two 
chicks  found  in  Las  Nuevas  in  August  1985 
(cf.  Brit.  Birds  75:  269;  76:  273;  77:  234;  78: 
339). 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus  canary  islands 
Extinct:  recent  surveys  confirm  absence; 
considered  abundant  at  start  of  twentieth 
century,  but  last  sightings  were  on  Gran 
Canaria  and  Tenerife  at  the  end  of  the  1960s. 
Denmark  Recolonisation:  after  extermina- 
tion at  beginning  of  this  century,  breeding 
regularly  since  early  1970s,  and  still 
increasing,  with  about  20  pairs  (ten  success- 
ful) in  1986  (cf.  recent  breeding  in  the 
Netherlands,  Belgium  and  Czechoslovakia, 
and  increase  in  Sweden,  Brit.  Birds  71:  255; 
72:  276,  590;  73:  574;  75:  26;  77:  234). 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicil/a 
Czechoslovakia  First  twentieth-century 
successful  breeding:  one  pair  reared  two 
young  (and  another  pair  attempting)  in 
Trebon  pond  basin,  southern  Bohemia,  in 
1986  (cf.  attempted  breeding  there  in  1984 
and  1985,  Brit.  Birds  78:  340;  79:  286). 
Finland  Lower  breeding  success:  21  large 
young  in  about  50  territories  (cf.  Brit.  Birds 
78:  640). 

Lammergeier  Gypaetus  barbatus  Spain 
Census:  35  pairs  in  territory  in  Spanish 
Pyrenees  in  spring  1985,  25  nesting  attempts 
resulting  in  21  chicks  fledging. 

Egyptian  Vulture  Neophron  percnopterus 
canary  islands  Decrease:  recent  surveys 
show  20-30  pairs  on  Fuerteventura,  two  or 
three  pairs  on  Lanzarote,  less  than  five 
individuals  on  Gran  Canaria  and  three 
individuals  on  Tenerife. 

Griffon  Vulture  Gyps  Julvus  Finland  Sixth 
record:  Jurmo  during  19th-24th  June  1986 
(cf.  recent  records  in  Poland  and  Denmark, 
Brit.  Birds  78:  640;  79:  286). 

Short-toed  Eagle  Circaetus  gallicus  Finland 
Fourth  and  sixth  records:  Ylamaa  on  5th 
May  1985,  and  Kirkkonummi  on  11th 
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August  1986  (June  1985  record,  Bril.  Birds 
79:  286,  now  becomes  fifth  record). 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  Belgium  First 
breeding  since  1968:  five  pairs,  one  certainly 
breeding,  in  Hautes  Fagnes  in  1986  (cf. 
breeding  in  Luxembourg  in  1985,  Brit.  Birds 
78:640). 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus  canary  islands 
Breeding:  confirmed  on  El  Hierro  in  July/ 
August  1983. 

Long-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  rufinus  Denmark 
Second  record:  Kipge,  East-Zealand,  on  1st 
May  1986*  (first  was  in  1892)  (cf.  records  in 
France,  Switzerland  and  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany,  Brit.  Birds  74:  261;  78:  340;  79: 
286). 

Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  rapax  GREECE 
Eleventh  record:  immature  on  Ikariaon23rd 
March  1986  (tenth  record  was  in  1982.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  340). 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus  Finland  Breeding 
census:  about  1,000  pairs  with  average  of 
1.37  large  young  per  occupied  territory  and 
2. 1 1 per  successful  nest. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus 
morocco  Twelfth  record:  male  at  Massa  on 
4th  April  1986.  Poland  First  winter  record: 
female  near  Czarnkow  on  16th  January  1986. 

Hobby  Falco  subbuteo  NORWAY  Recolonisa- 
tion: thought  to  have  become  extinct  at  end  of 
last  century,  but  at  least  18  nesting  records 
since  1956,  all  but  two  in  Hedmark,  and 
many  other  observ  ations  in  breeding  season. 

Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus  Malta  Fourth 
and  fifth  breeding  records:  two  pairs  bred 
successfully  in  spring  1986  (cl.  breeding  in 
1984  and  1985.  Brit.  Birds  77:  588;  78:  640). 

Coot  Fulica  atra  canary  islands  Highest- 
ever  winter  counts:  on  Tenerife  and  Gran 
Canaria  in  1985/86.  First  confirmed  breed- 
ing record:  pair  reared  two  broods  on  Gran 
Canaria  in  1986;  also  frustrated  nesting 
attempt  on  Tenerife  in  late  June  1986. 

Crane  Grus  grus  Romania  Possible  breeding: 
pair  accompanied  by  one  juvenile  in  Danube 
Delta  on  9th  September  1985:  one  or  two 
pairs  possibly  nest  in  the  Delta  even  year. 
Sweden  Record  number:  4,200  at  Horn- 
borgasjon  on  22nd  April  1986. 

Demoiselle  Crane  Anthropoides  rirgo 
Denmark  Filth  record:  l Ivedybet.  North 
Jutland,  on  10th  July  1986  (fourth  record 
concerned  two  in  May  1985.  Brit.  Birds 
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287).  Finland  Fifth  record:  Mustasaari 
during  6th-8th  May  1986*.’ 

Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus  Finland 
Fifth  record:  Pori  on  11th  May  1986*  (third 
and  fourth  records  were  in  1979  and  1980. 
Brit.  Birds  73:  575).  Norway  Third  record: 
Hamningberg,  Finnmark,  on  2nd  July  1984. 

Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii 
Spain  First  record:  Tarifa  on  29th  September 
1985*. 

Caspian  Plover  Charadrius  asiaticus  Cyprus 
First  record:  male  south  of  Paphos  during 
25th-30th  August  1984  (cf.  brief  summary  of 
recent  European  records.  Brit.  Birds  78: 641). 

Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria  Cyprus 
First  record:  male  near  Akrotiri  on  24th 
March  1986*.  France  Earliest  spring  record: 
Marseillette,  Aude,  on  15th  March  1986*. 
Poland  Fourth  record:  immature  on 

Mietkow  Reservoir  near  Wroclaw  on  25th 
April  1986  (third  was  in  October  1980). 

Red-necked  Stint  Cahdris  ruficollis  Sweden 
First  to  third  records:  adults  at  StenSsa. 
Oland,  on  2nd-3rd  August  1985,  Halmstad, 
Halland,  during  10th- 13th  July  1986.  and 
Falsterbo,  Skane,  during  16th-20th  July 
1986.  This  is  the  first  entry  for  this  species  in 
‘European  news’. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 
Poland  Fifth  record:  Turawa  Reserv  oir  near 
Opole  during  3rd-5th  August  1986  (fourth 
was  in  August  1984.  Brit.  Birds  79:  287). 

Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Calidris  acuminata 
Norway  First  record:  Orrevann.  Rogaland, 
on  4th  August  1984  (cf.  first  Finnish  record  in 
August  1984.  Brit.  Birds  77:  588). 

Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis  Denmark 
Summer:  one  eagerly  displaying  and 

copulating  with  Redshank  T.  totanus  at 
Yejlerne  during  8th  May  to  26th  June  1986: 
recorded  with  increasing  frequency  since  first 
in  1970  (cf.  recent  first  breeding  in  Finland 
and  Latvian  SSR.  Brit.  Birds  71:  584;  73:  575; 
77:  236;  and  see  next  entry).  Latvian  ssr 
Third  breeding  record:  nest  found  in  same 
region  as  first  two  (in  1974  and  1975,  Brit. 
Birds  72:  591):  probably  breeds  there 
regularlv.  Norway  Third  record:  Horten, 
Yestfold.  on  7th  October  1984  (first  and 
second  were  in  May -June  198.3.  Brit.  Birds  79: 
281). 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia  Denmark  High 
count:  1,200  on  Skallingen  on  5th  August 
1986. 
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Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  Latvian  ssr 
Fifth  record:  near  Lake  Lubana,  and  ‘breed- 
ing behaviour  was  observed’  (fourth  was  in 
1982,  Brit.  Birds  76:  568). 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor 
Sweden  Second  record:  Stenasa,  Oland,  on 
24th-25th  May  1985  (cf.  third  Finnish  record 
in  June  1985,  Brit.  Birds  78:  641). 

Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 
Denmark  Winter  records:  Tipperne  on  22nd 
January  1986,  and  Ish^j  on  2nd  February 
1986  (following  large  influx  in  autumn  1985, 
Brit.  Birds  79:  288).  Norway  First  breeding 
record:  two  pairs  at  Aekongen,  Spitsbergen, 
on  1 1 th  August  1984. 

Franklin’s  Gull  Larus  pipixcan  Sweden 
Fourth  record:  Sundre,  Gotland,  on  6th  June 
1985  (third  was  in  1982,  Brit.  Birds  75:  571). 

Little  Gull  Lams  minutus  canary  islands 
First  record:  first-winter  in  Puerto  de  la  Cruz, 
Tenerife,  during  1 lth-25th  November  1981. 

Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sabini  Czechoslovakia 
First  record:  Vltava  River  in  Prague, 

Bohemia,  during  7 th- 1 7th  December  1985. 

Black-headed  Gull  Lams  ridibundus  spain 
Increase:  largest  colony,  on  Ebro  Delta,  has 
increased  from  25  pairs  in  1960  to  450  in  1984 
(cf.  range  expansion  in  Italy,  Brit.  Birds  75: 
270). 

Slender-billed  Gull  Lams  genei  France 
Highest  breeding  numbers:  about  70  pairs  in 
Camargue  in  1986.  spain  Increase:  largest 
colony,  on  Ebro  Delta,  has  increased  from  12 
pairs  in  1975  to  280  pairs  in  1984  (the  only- 
other  colonies  are  in  Guadalquivir 
Marismas,  where  there  were  18-20  pairs  in 
1982,  and  at  Fuentepiedra  lagoon,  where  a 
few  pairs  breed  in  some  years). 

Audouin’s  Gull  Lams  audouinii  France 
Small  influx:  up  to  seven  together  on 
Mediterranean  coast  in  spring  1986*;  ‘a 
future  breeder  in  continental  France?’,  spain 
Increase:  4,300  pairs  in  1985  (2,200  on 
Ghafarinas  Islands,  500  in  Balearic  islands, 
400  in  Columbretes  islands,  and  1,200  on 
Ebro  Delta,  where  they  first  bred  in  1981)  (cf. 
3,370  pairs  in  1983,  Brit.  Birds  77:  2.37). 

Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis  morocco 
Fourth  record:  second-summer  at  Merja 
Zerga  on  I 1th  April  1986  (first  to  third  in 
1982,  1983  and  1985,  Brit.  Birds  78:  641). 

Common  Gull  Lams  canus  Belgium  Second 
site  in  Wallonie:  at  least  one  and  perhaps  two 


or  three  breeding  pairs  near  Liege  in  1986  (cf. 
range  expansion  into  Czechoslovakia  and 
eastern  Austria,  Brit.  Birds  77:  237;  78:  642). 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  Juscus 
Finland  Correction:  delete  word  ‘mainly’  in 
third  line  of  previous  entry  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
288).  spain  Increase:  at  only  Mediterranean 
colony,  on  Ebro  Delta,  13  pairs  in  1984  (cf. 
Brit.  Birds  78:  342). 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica  canary 
islands  First  record:  adult  in  Puerto  de  la 
Cruz,  Tenerife,  on  30th  April  1982.  Yugo- 
slavia First  record  for  Slovenia:  Ptuj  lake  on 
18th  May  1986. 

Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis  italy 
Fifth  to  eighth  records:  Valli  di  Comacchio, 
Emily  Romagna,  on  13th  June  1984,  mouth 
of  Simeto,  Sicily,  on  30th  June  1984, 
Calambrone,  Tuscany,  during  14th-26th 
July  1984,  and  Saline  of  Priolo,  Sicily,  on  6th 
June  1985.  Breeding:  pair  incubating  one  egg 
in  Valli  di  Comacchio  in  May  1986.  (Cf.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  342;  79:  288.) 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii  Norway  First 
record:  Tisler  islands,  0stfbld,  on  2nd  June 

1984, 

Little  Tern  Sterna  albijrons  Belgium  First 
breeding  since  1964:  five  pairs  at  Zeebrugge 
in  1986.' 

Whiskered  Tern  Chhdonias  hybridus  Finland 
First  record:  Liminka  Bay  on  10th  June  1986. 
Poland  Increase  and  spread  in  east  and 
south:  eight  nests  on  Zahajki  Reservoir  in 

1985,  and  two  nests  near  Przemysl  and  two 
near  Spytkowice  in  1986. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias 
leucoptems  Latvian  ssr  Largest-ever  breeding 
colony:  about  100  pairs  near  Lake  LubSna. 
morocco  Largest-ever  flock:  40  over  lake  of 
Douyiet  near  Fes  on  1 1 th  May  1986.  Norway 
Fifth  record:  two  at  Nordre  0veren, 

Akershus,  on  3rd  June  1984. 

Bolle’s  Laurel  Pigeon  Colurnba  bollii 
canary  islands  First  record  for  El  Hierro 
island:  a few  in  laurel  forest  in  August  1984. 
This  is  the  first  entry  for  this  species  in 
‘European  news’. 

Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto  morocco 
First  breeding  record:  one  or  two  pairs  in 
Meknes  City  from  8th  February  to  30th  June 

1986,  male  singing  and  displaying  in 
February,  March  and  April,  with  copulation 
observed  in  May.  spain  Range  expansion: 
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some  reported  from  urban  parks  in  Madrid 
and  Aranjuez  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  78:  642). 

Laughing  Dove  Streptopelia  senega  lens  is 
Morocco  Second  record:  at  least  three 
including  a singing  male  in  Marrakech  on 
29th  March  1986  (first  definite  report  since 
discovery  there  in  1982,  Brit.  Birds  78:  642, 
but  breeding  is  considered  likely). 

Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo  Luxembourg  Second 
confirmed  successful  breeding:  three  young 
Hedged  within  city  limits  (first  was  in  1982). 
‘There  have  probably  been  3-4  Eagle  Owl 
broods  a year  in  the  Grand  Duchy  for  the 
past  2-3  years.  No  attempt  is  made  to 
monitor  them  systematically  because  of  the 
attention  this  would  create  in  such  a small 
country.  This  year’s  brood  was  simply  too 
conspicuous  to  be  overlooked.  The  local 
breeding  population  originates  from  indivi- 
duals released  into  the  wild  in  neighbouring 
parts  of  West  Germany.  All  local  broods  are 
thought  to  have  involved  only  birds  bred  in 
the  wild.’  (Cf.  first  breeding  for  70  years  in 
Belgium  in  1982,  Brit.  Birds  75:  57 1 ) 

Plain  Swift  A pus  unicolor  morocco  Fifth 
record:  two  or  three  in  Agadir  on  6th-7th 
December  1986  (fourth  was  in  March  1983, 
Brit.  Birds  78:  643). 

Pallid  Swift  A pus  pallidas  Norway  First 
record:  Mtplen,  Brunlanes,  Yestfold,  on  2nd 
October  1984.  Yugoslavia  Northern  exten- 
sion: new  colony  of  at  least  ten  pairs  at 
Preman t ura,  Istria,  in  June-July  1986. 

White-rumped  Swift  Apus  cajjer  NORWAY 
First  record:  Jomfruland,  Telemark,  on  18th 
May  1984  (cf.  first  Finnish  record  in 
November  1986,  Brit.  Birds  77:  238). 

Little  Swift  Apus  ajjinis  Sweden  Third 
record:  Halmstad,  Halland.  on  16th  August 
1985  (first  and  second  were  in  1979  and  1982, 
Brit.  Birds  72:  591;  77:  238). 

White-breasted  Kingfisher  Halcyon  smvmen- 
sis  Cyprus  Second  record:  Phasouri  Reservoir 
near  Akrotiri  during  15th  August  1985  to  6th 
April  1986  (first  was  during  July- August 
1977).  This  is  the  first  entry  for  this  species  in 
‘European  news’. 

Blue-cheeked  Bee-eater  Merops  superciliosus 
Sweden  Second  record:  Eskilstorps  angar, 
Skane,  on  27th  May  1985. 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Estonian  ssr  Fhird 
record:  Voru  region  on  16th  May  1986 
(second  was  in  1979,  Brit.  Birds  74:  261). 
France  Northerly  breeding:  12  pairs  in 


Franche-Comte  in  1985,  and  three  pairs  in 
Vendee  in  1986  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  72:  279;  75:  28, 
571;  76:274,  569;  79:289). 

Calandra  Lark  Melanoconpha  calandra 
Poland  Fourth  record  and  first  twentieth- 
century  record:  four  on  Turawa  Reservoir 
nearOpoleon  10th  September  1985.  Sweden 
Second  record:  L’mea,  Vasterbotten,  on 
29th-30th  May  1983  (cf.  two  Swiss  records  in 
May  1983,  Brit.  Birds  77:  589). 

Bimaculated  Lark  Melanoconpha  birnaculata 
Cyprus  Regular  passage:  spring  records  near 
Akrotiri  Salt-lake  since  March  1982  suggest 
that  passage  has  possibly  been  ov  erlooked  in 
the  past  (only  previous  record  was  of  two 
limed  at  Paralimni  on  3 1 si  March  1968). 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachrdactrla 
canary  islands  First  record:  15-20  in  Santa 
Gruz  de  Tenerife  during  9th-2lst  March 
1983. 

Lesser  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  ru/escens 
Sweden  First  record:  Falsterbo,  Skane,  on 
27th-28th  April  1986.  This  is  the  first  entrv 
for  this  species  in  ‘European  news'. 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  carnpestns  canary 
islands  First  record:  13-15  in  Puerto  de  la 
Gruz,  Tenerife,  during Januarv -April  1983. 

Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  ceninus  canary 
islands  First  record:  Santa  Cruz  de  Tenerife 
in  March  1983. 

Citrine  Wagtail  Motaci/la  citreola  Finland 
Hybrid  pair:  for  fourth  successive  year,  male 
paired  with  female  Yellow  Wagtail  M.flava  at 
same  site  in  south  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  75:  572;  77: 
589;  78:  643). 

Pied  Wagtail  Motaci/la  alba  Finland  First 
record  of  ,1/.  a.  yarrellii:  single(s)  showing  the 
characters  of  this  race  in  Turku  on  24th  April 
and  30th  July  1985.  This  is  the  first  entrv  for 
this  species  in  ‘European  news’. 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cranurus 
Sweden  Eighth  record:  St.  Fjaderagg, 

Vasterbotten.  on  31st  May  1986  (seventh 
was  in  1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  290). 

White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis 
Sweden  Fourth  record:  Stenshuvud.  SkSne. 
on  10th  Mav  1986  (third  was  in  Mav  1981. 
Brit.  Birds  77:  589). 

Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  solitarius 
Poland  Deletion:  only  record  (1947)  now 
rejected  by  Polish  rarities  committee. 
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Siberian  Thrush  Zoothera  sibirica  Norway 
Sixth  record:  first-year  male  on  Utsira, 
Rogaland,  on  30th  September  1984  (only 
other  recent  Continental  records  were  in 
Poland  and  Switzerland  in  1978  and  France 
in  1982,  Brit.  Birds  72:  592;  75:  28,  572). 

Black-throated  Thrush  Turdus  ruficollis 
Finland  Eleventh  record:  male  T.  r. 

atrogularis  in  Rautjarvi  on  27th  April  1985 
(tenth  was  in  1984,  Brit.  Birds  78:  643). 

Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata 
Finland  Fifth,  seventh  and  eighth  records: 
singing  males  in  Pietarsaari  during  2nd-5th 
July  1983,  in  Yartsilii  on  18th  June  1985,  and 
in  Helsinki  during  June-July  1985  (sixth 
record  was  in  June  1984,  Brit.  Birds  77:  590; 
79:  290). 

Moustached  Warbler  Acrocephalus  melano- 
pogon  Spain  High  numbers:  593  ringed  at 
Albufera  de  Alcudia,  Mallorca,  during 
September-October  1985. 

Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus 
dumetorum  Latvian  ssr  Range  extension:  nest 
and  eggs  found  in  west  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  75: 
28-29;  76:  275;  77:  240;  78:  290). 

Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris  Malta 
Influx:  five  ringed  in  August  1986  (only  nine 
previous  records,  all  of  singles). 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  Finland 
Third  record:  singing  male  in  Joensuu  from 
12th  June  1986  onwards*  (first  and  second 
also  singing  males,  in  June  1981  and  May 
1984,  Brit.  Birds  75:  29;  78:  344). 

Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  polyglotta 
Luxembourg  First  confirmed  breeding: 
brood  in  summer  1986  in  grassy  habitat  of 
railway  embankment  (cf.  spread  to  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  Belgium  and  the  German 
Federal  Republic,  and  westward  and 
northward  expansion  in  Switzerland,  Brit. 
Birds  77:  240,  590). 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  canlillans 
Denmark  Sixth  record:  male  at  Bl&vand  on 
9th  May  1986.  Finland  Ninth  record: 
Ligskar  Bird  Observatory  on  16th  May  1986 
(eighth  was  in  May  1985,  Brit.  Bird r 78: 644). 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
inornatus  Spain  Fourth  record:  Donana  on 
13th  October  1985*  (the  three  previous 
records  were  there  in  1 967) (cf.  autumn  1985 
influx  summarised,  Brit.  Birds  79:  290). 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus  Finland 
Fourth  record:  flock  of  four  males  and  four 


females  at  LS^skar  Bird  Observatory  during 
7th-l  1th  November  1985  (third  record  was  in 
May  1985,  Brit.  Birds  78:  644). 

Wallcreeper  Tichodroma  muraria  Belgium 
Second  twentieth-century  record:  near  Liege 
in  March  1986  (the  only  other  out-of-range 
Continental  record  in  the  past  ten  years  was 
in  Portugal  in  winter  1975/76,  Brit.  Birds  71: 
257). 

Daurian  Jackdaw  Corvus  dauuricus  Sweden 
First  record:  UmeS,  Vasterbotten,  during 
26th-28th  April  1985.  This  is  the  first  entry 
for  this  species  in  ‘European  news’. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus 
canary  islands  First  record:  Puerto  de  la 
Cruz,  Tenerife,  during  9th  January  to  8th 
February  1981*. 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus  morocco 
Southerly  range  extension:  now  nesting  in 
city  of  Layoune,  western  Sahara. 

Dead  Sea  Sparrow  Passer  moabiticus  Cyprus 
Breeding:  17  (including  eight  juveniles) 
trapped  and  two  nests  containing  three  dead 
young  found  in  Akrotiri  reedbeds  in  1980, 
and  reports  of  breeding  in  the  same  area  have 
continued  annually  since  then.  This  is  the 
first  entry  for  this  species  in  ‘European  news’. 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris  canary  islands 
Colonisation:  continuing  to  spread  after 
initial  establishment  on  Gran  Canaria  and 
Tenerife  in  late  1960s,  breeding  confirmed  on 
El  Hierro  in  June  1984,  and  two  singing 
males  on  La  Gomera  in  March  1985.  This  is 
the  first  entry  for  this  species  in  ‘European 
news’. 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  Greece 
Second  record:  male  on  Chios  on  2nd  August 
1986. 

Yeliowhammer  Emberiza  citrine! la  morocco 
Sixth  and  seventh  records:  Marrakech  on 
29th  March  1986*,  and  two  near  Taroudant 
on  1st  April  1986*  (the  previous  five  records 
are  also  still  to  be  authenticated). 

Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  rustica  Estonian 
ssr  Second  breeding  record:  pair  with 
recently  fledged  young  in  Rakvere  region  on 
29th  June  1986  (this  is  also  seventeenth 
record  of  the  species) (cf.  range  expansion 
elsewhere  in  Europe,  Bril.  Birds  78:  645). 
France  First  record  since  1955:  male  at 
Staines,  Haute- Loire,  on  2nd  April  1986*. 
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European  news 

Correspondents 

Belgium  Renede  Liedekerke,  ruedes  Haics  20,  B-5296  Pailhe 
canary  islands  Dr  Aurelio  Martin  Hidalgo  & Keith  Emmerson,  Departamentode  Zoologfa, 
Universidad  de  la  Laguna,  Tenerife 

Cyprus  G.  J.  L.  Bennett,  1 he  Cyprus  Ornithological  Society  1957,  PO  Box  2065.  N icosia 
Czechoslovakia  Dr  Karel  Stastny,  Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnology, 
Agriculture  University  in  Prague,  281  63  Kostelec  n.C.lesy 
Denmark  Ears  Ncjrgaard  Andersen  & Henrik  Dissing,  Baekkeskowej  53,  DK-2700  Brdmsluftj 
Estonian  ssr  Dr  \ ilju  Lillelcht,  Academy  ofSciences  of  the  Estonian  SSR.  Institute  of  Zoology 
and  Botany,  2 1 Vanemuise  St,  SU-202400  Tartu 
Finland  Martti  Hario,  The  Finnish  Ornithological  Society,  P.  Rautatiekatu  13,  SF-00100, 
Helsinki  10 

France  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  LeCabestan,  73  avenue  Robespierre,  17(KX)  La  Rochelle 
Greece  George  I.  Handrinos,  50  El  Yenizelou  Street.  166  75  Glyfada 

Italy  Marco  (Justin,  Stazione  Romana  per  L’Osservazione  e la  Protezione  degli  Uccelli,  c/o 
Oasi  Naturale  WVVF  Boscodi  Palo,  Via  Palo  Laziale  2.  00055  Ladispoli  (Rome) 

Latvian  ssr  Dr  Janis  Baumanis,  Laboratory  of  Ornithology ■.  Miera  3,  Salaspils 
Luxembourg,  grand  duchy  of  David  Crowther,  18  rue  des  Eglantiers.  L-8227  Mamer 
Malta  Joe  Sultana  & Charles  Gauci,  The  Ornithological  Society,  PO  Box  448.  Valletta 
morocco  Michel  Thevenot,  Centrale  Ornithologique  Marocaine,  Departement  dc  Zoologie  el 
Ecologie  Animale,  Institut  Scientifique,  BP  703  Rabat-Agdal 
Norway  Geofirey  Acklam,  Nordliveien  18.  1320Stabekk 

Poland  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk,  W route  w University,  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
Sienkiewicza  2 1 , 50-335  W route  w 

Portugal  Dr  Antonio  Teixeira,  GEM  PA,  Serviyo  Nacional  de  Parques,  Reservas  e 
Conservayao  da  Natureza,  Rua  de  Lapa  73,  1200  Lisboa 
Romania  Dr  Victor  Ciochia,  str.  Pavilioanele  CFR,  No.  30,  RO-2200  Brasov 
Spain  Dr  Eduardo  de  Juana,  Departamento  de  Zoologfa,  Facultad  de  Ciencias,  C-XY, 
Universidad  Autonoma,  28049  Madrid 
Sweden  PerAlstrom,  Marholmsvagen  105,  S-436  00  Askim 
Yugoslavia  Iztok  Geister,  64202  Naklo,  Pokopaliska  pot  13 

No  information  was  received  from  Albania,  Austria,  Bulgaria,  the  Earoe  Islands,  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany,  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  Hungary  . Iceland  or  the  Nether- 
lands. We  apologise  for  the  lack  of  information  for  Switzerland,  which  was  received  in  time  for 
inclusion,  but  accidentally  omitted. 


‘INTRODUCTION  OF  NUTHATCHES  AND  MARSH-TITS  INTO  IRELAND.— Mr. 
R.  M.  Barrington  announces  (Irish  Sat..  191  1.  p.  220)  that  he  is  informed  that  two  or  three 
dozen  Marsh-Tits  and  a pair  of  Nuthatches  have  within  the  past  two  years  been  liberated  in  co. 
Tipperary  . We  have  recently  remarked  on  the  “iniquity”  of  introductions  of  this  kind.'  (Brit. 


Mystery  photographs 


mThe  dumpy  proportions,  with  relatively  short  head-projection 
and  bill,  clearly  identify  last  month’s  mystery  photograph  (plate 
343,  repeated  here)  as  a small  gull,  and  the  prominent  dark  cheek  spot 
narrows  the  field  to  one  of  the  dark-hooded  gulls  in  winter  plumage.  The 
all-dark  bill  and  dusky  shawl  on  the  neck  suggest  Laughing  Gull  Lams 
atricilla,  but  the  bill  is  too  short  and  the  outer  underwing  too  white. 
Franklin’s  Gull  L.  pipixcan  has  a shorter  bill,  but  also  a partial  hood  in  all 
plumages,  and  it  too  fails  on  the  underwing. 

It  is,  in  fact,  difficult  to  reconcile  the  chequered  black-and-white  outer 
primaries  with  the  underwing  of  any  species,  until  one  considers  the  effect  of 
moult.  The  photograph  was  taken  in  late  August,  during  wing  moult,  and, 
whilst  most  of  the  primaries  are  nearly  full  grown,  the  outer  two  are  still 
very  short.  So,  the  species  concerned  normally  exhibits  a neat  black  trailing 
edge  to  the  primaries  and  three  or  four  outer  primaries  otherwise  white, 
contrasting  with  the  rest  of  the  underwing.  It  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  group 
of  small  gulls  with  a white  blaze  on  the  outer  wing. 

Grey-headed  L.  cirrocephalus  has  a white  blaze  on  the  upperwing,  but  its 
underwing  is  mostly  dusky.  Slender-billed  L.  genei — a species  with  a white 
upperwing  blaze,  though  it  is  not,  of  course,  a hooded  gull — has  a notably 
long  head,  neck  and  bill,  and,  at  best,  a faint  dark  cheek  spot.  So,  that  leaves 
Bonaparte’s  L.  Philadelphia  and  Black-headed  L.  ridihundus.  The  pale 
underwing  on  Bonaparte’s  is  one  of  its  best  known  characters,  and  our  bird 
seems  rather  too  dark.  The  undersides  of  the  inner  primaries  are,  however, 
quite  pale,  and  it  is  these,  rather  than  the  secondaries,  which  matter.  The 
neat  black  trailing  edge  to  the  primaries  is  perfect  for  Bonaparte’s,  Black- 

16 


17 


Mystery  photographs 

headed  having  generally  dark  undersides  to  the  inner  primaries.  The  small, 
neat,  all-dark  bill  and  well-defined  cheek  spot  clinch  the  identification. 
Also,  with  hindsight,  it  does  seem  rather  too  small  and  compact  for  Black- 
headed. But  it  wasn’t  easy,  was  it?  That  may  help  to  explain  the  continued 
great  rarity  of  Bonaparte’s  Gull  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  w ith  only  24  since 
the  first  Ring-billed  Gull  L.  delawarensis  in  1973,  but  348  of  the  newcomer. 
This  one  was  photographed  by  D.  G.  Bell  at  Saltholme  Pools.  Cleveland,  in 
August  1977.  Its  moult  from  first-summer  to  adult  winter  plumage  was 
discussed  in  an  earlier  identification  note  (Brit.  Birds  72:  339-340;  71:  plate 
189).  D.  J . Britton 

44  Kirkleatharn  Avenue,  Marske,  Cleveland  TSII  7EP 


2.  Mystery  photograph  122.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


Notes 


Golden  Eagle  lifting  and  dropping  stones  On  4th  July  1983,  in  the 
Spanish  Pyrenees,  I watched  an  immature  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos 
pursue  another  immature  across  a valley,  playfully  diving  at  and  grappling 
with  it.  Having  landed  on  the  hillside,  it  filled  its  talons  with  small  stones 
and  earth,  beating  its  wings  as  it  twisted  around  to  increase  its  grip,  and 
then  flew  upwards  about  40  m,  gradually  releasing  the  stones  and  earth.  It 
then  flew  down  to  the  same  spot  twice  more,  repeating  the  behaviour  each 
time.  M.  L.  R.  Romer 

The  Old  Vicarage,  Braughing,  near  Ware,  Hertfordshire  SG 11 2QR 

Dr  C.  H.  Fry  has  commented:  ‘I  wonder  if  it  wasn’t  really  trying  to  grab  a vertebrate  prey 
which  was  hastily  burying  itself;  and  the  earth  was  not  “gradually  released”,  but  just  slipped 
away.’  Eds 


Spinning  rate  of  Grey  Phalarope  In  the  late  afternoon  of  31st  October 
1983,  I watched  a Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius  swimming  on  Milton 
Lake,  Portsmouth,  Hampshire.  For  much  of  the  15  or  so  minutes  that  I was 
present,  it  fed  by  spinning  in  continuous  revolutions  in  tandem  with  side-to- 
side  dipping  movements  of  the  head  to  the  surface  of  the  water.  Despite 
never  having  witnessed  such  a prolonged  session  of  this  activity  by  this 
species,  I was  greatly  surprised  by  the  pace  and  intensity  with  which  the 
spins  were  occurring;  in  my  notes  at  the  time,  I described  them  as  ‘frantic’ 
and  causing  the  bird  to  resemble  a spinning  top.  I counted  the  revolutions 
against  the  clock  and  found  there  to  be  57  per  minute,  this  being  roughly 
consistent  over  three  counts.  BWP  vol.  3 notes  approximately  39  spins  per 
minute  for  Grey  Phalarope;  this  individual  exceeded  that  by  more  than 
30%.  Perhaps  the  fast-fading  light,  in  which  prey  might  have  been  more 
difficult  to  locate,  demanded  this  more  vigorous  approach?  R.  J.  Senior 

5 Haslemere  Road,  Southbourne,  Emsworth , Hampshire 

Juvenile  Swallow  adopting  rain-posture  in  heavy  rain  One  morning  in 
late  summer  in  the  mid  1970s,  juvenile  Swallows  Hirundo  rustica  with  their 
parents  were  hawking  flies  over  the  field  behind  our  house  near  Coulmore, 
Black  Isle,  Ross  & Cromarty,  Highland.  At  one  moment,  a very  heavy 
thundery  shower  drove  the  birds  out  of  the  sky,  presumably  to  the  shelter  of 
the  nearby  steading  where  they  had  nested.  One  juvenile,  however,  came 
and  perched  directly  below  the  window  where  I was  working;  during  the 
worst  of  the  downpour,  it  pointed  its  beak  straight  upwards  into  the  rain 
and  held  it  in  this  position  until  the  shower  eased  oil.  After  about  20 
minutes,  when  the  rain  had  passed,  the  Swallow  flew  ofT. 

Elspeth  Bartlett 
/ Craigrory,  North  Kessock,  Inverness  IV1 1XH 


According  to  A Dictionary  of  Birds  (1985),  this  rain-posture  is  adopted  by  many  bird  families, 
‘especially  those  frequenting  open  habitats  and  tropical  areas  subject  to  seasonal  downpours, 
typically  while  perching  with  little  or  no  shelter  in  heavy  rain’.  It  was  also  mentioned  by  R.  J. 
Kennedy  (Brit.  Birds  63:  401-414),  who  d rew  attention  to  observations  on  young  Kingfishers 
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Alcedo  at  this  which  had  just  left  their  burrows.  Reactions  of  several  species  to  heavy  rain  were 
summarised  recently  by  R.  A.  Hume  (Brit.  Birds  79:  326-329).  Eds 

Blackbird  eating  puffball  flesh  At  15.30  GMT  on  13th  June  1985,  in  my 
garden  at  West  Bagborough,  1 aunton,  Somerset,  1 saw  a female  Blackbird 
Turdus  tnerula  peck  at  and  eat  some  of  the  flesh  of  some  young  puffballs 
Vascellum  pratense  which  had  been  squashed  and  flattened  as  a result  of 
recent  lawn-mowing.  Inspection  of  the  squashed  fungi  which  remained 
showed  no  evidence  of  invertebrate  infestation.  This  species  of  fungus  is 
edible  for  human  beings  in  its  early  stages,  but  I know  of  no  previous 
reference  to  birds  eating  puffballs.  A.  P.  Radford 

Crossways  Cottage,  West  Bagborough,  Taunton,  Somerset  TA43EG 

Uncharacteristic  song  flight  of  Greenfinch  At  13.00  GMT  on  13th 
March  1982,  as  I walked  under  the  Mancunian  Way  which  is  carried  on 
stilts  across  the  centre  of  a roundabout  in  Central  Manchester,  I noticed  a 
Greenfinch  Carduelis  ckloris  perched  near  the  top  of  a young  rowan  Sorbu .. 
aucupana.  As  I watched  it  flew  vertically  upwards  until  more  or  less  level 
with  the  Mancunian  Way,  and  then  burst  into  song;  singing  continuously, 
it  maintained  its  height  and  position  with  rapid  wingbeats  for  approxi- 
mately 30  seconds,  before  dropping  back  to  its  original  perch.  T his  display 
was  quite  unlike  the  normal  'bat-like'  song  flight  with  slow-flapping  wing- 
beats  (which  another  Greenfinch  regularly  performed  between  the  tops  of 
office  blocks  in  Crown  Square,  Central  Manchester).  This  behaviour  may 
have  resulted  from  the  absence  of  either  natural  or  man-made  song  posts 
above  the  level  of  the  Mancunian  Way.  Paul  R.  Jepson 

106  Sandy  Lane,  Chorlton-cum- Hardy,  Manchester  M21 2TZ 


Announcements 


County  Recorders  meeting  The  BB'-BTO  Joint  Conference  will  be  the 
venue  for  a closed  meeting  of  County  Bird  Recorders  at  which  they  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  and  to  question  the  chairmen  and 
members  of  the  Rarities  Committee,  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel,  and 
the  BOU  Records  Committee.  We  hope  that  most  County  Bird  Recorders 
will  be  participants  at  the  Conference,  but  any  who  are  not  will  nevertheless 
be  very  welcome  to  attend  this  special  meeting,  which  will  be  held  from 
2 p.m.  to  about  4.30  p.m.  on  Saturday  1 1 th  April  at  The  Hayes  Conference 
Centre,  Swanwick,  Derbyshire.  If  you  are  a County  Bird  Recorder  and  are 
not  coming  to  the  w hole  Conference,  please  w rite  in  advance  to  notify  your 
intention  to  attend  this  County  Bird  Recorders  meeting:  BB-BTO 
Conference  (Recorders  meeting),  Fountains,  Park  Lane.  Blunham.  Bed- 
fordshire MK44  3NJ.  Points  for  discussion  should  be  sent,  for  inclusion  in  the  informal 
agenda,  to  the  meeting's  chairman.  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie,  do  address  above. 
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Announcements 


Collins  ♦ 


Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  This  year  is  the  eleventh  in  the  competi- 
tion’s history,  and  we  are  delighted  that  "Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  is 
now  sponsored  by  two  long-standing  friends  of  British  Birds,  the  publishing 
firms  Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd  and  William  Collins  Sons  & Co. 
Ltd,  both  very  well  known  for  their  high-quality  natural  history  books. 

The  rules  are  largely  unchanged  from  previous  years: 

Up  to  three  colour  transparencies,  each  taken  during  1986,  may  be  submitted  by  each 
photographer.  Transparencies  should  not  be  glass-mounted.  They  will  be  judged  not  only  on 
technical  excellence,  but  also  on  originality,  scientific  interest,  aesthetic  appeal  and  artistic 
composition.  Preference  will  be  given  to  photographs  taken  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  those  of 
species  on  the  British  and  Irish  list  taken  anywhere  in  the  world  are  also  eligible.  Photographs 
must  not  have  been  submitted  for  publication  elsewhere  (though,  of  course,  the  copyright 
remains  with  the  photographer  and  use  subsequent  to  publication  in  British  Birds  is  unre- 
stricted). The  photographs  by  winner  and  runners-up  may  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the 
judges  in  promoting  British  Birds  or  the  competition.  A brief  account  (not  more  than  200 
words)  should  be  enclosed  with  each,  giving  the  circumstances  in  which  obtained,  the  method 
used,  technical  details  (focal  length  of  lens  and  make  of  camera  and  film),  locality,  date  and 
photographer’s  name  and  address.  Transparencies  will  be  returned  only  if  accompanied  by  a 
suitable  SAE.  Entries  are  accepted  only  on  the  above  conditions. 

The  judging  panel  will  consist  of  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler,  Eric  Hosking, 
Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Don  Smith. 

Past  winners  of  this  competition  have  been  Michael  C.  Wilkes  (1977), 
Peter  Lowes  (1978),  Dr  Edmund  C.  Fellowes  (1979),  Don  Smith  (1980), 
Richard  T.  Mills  (1981),  Dennis  Coutts  (1982),  David  M.  Cottridge 
(1983),  John  Lawton  Roberts  (1984),  C.  R.  Knights  (1985)  and  Alan 
Moffett  (1986). 

The  1987  awards  (cheque  for  £100  and  engraved  salver  for  the  winner, 
and  cheques  for  £40  and  £25  for  the  second  and  third)  will  be  presented  at  a 
Press  Reception  in  London  in  June.  The  runners-up  will  be  welcome  to 
attend  the  award  presentation. 

The  closing  date  for  entries  is  3 1st  January  1987.  Transparencies  should 
be  clearly  marked  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  and  sent  to  the  editorial 
office  at  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  The  closing  date  for 
submission  of  prints  for  the  twenty-seventh  annual  selection  is  3 1st  January 
1987.  Photographers  may  submit  as  many  black-and-white  prints  as  they 
wish. 

Ilic  following  details  should  be  written  on  the  back  of  each  print:  photographer’s  name  and 
address,  species,  county  (or  country,  if  taken  abroad),  month,  year,  and  technical  details,  such 
as  make  and  size  of  camera,  make  and  focal  length  of  lens,  type  of  film  material,  exposure  and 
approximate  distance  from  the  subject.  Prints  will  be  retained  in  the  editorial  office  as  part  of 
the  reference  collection  and  for  possible  use  in  the  journal  unless  a request  for  return  is  noted  on 
the  back  of  each  print  and  a suitable  stamped  addressed  envelope  is  supplied. 

Entries  should  be  addressed  to  ‘Best  recent  work’,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


“ The  enormous  field  of  view  v 
be  especially  welcomed  by 
all  spectacle  wearers . . . 
particularly  useful  in  confine \ 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  01 
forest;  for  seawatching  or 
raptor-watching  and  on  any 
occasion  when  a small  object 
needs  to  be  located  against  a 
relatively  large  or  uniform 
background,  such  as  leaves, 
sea  or  sky. 

. . . Magnificent  binoculars 
of  the  very  highest  quality, 
ideal  for  birdwatching  in  all 
conditions  . . . I cannot 
recommend  them  too 
strongly.  . . 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 
June  1986) 

Superb  optical 
performance.  The  T*  multi- 
layer, anti-reflection  coating 
ensures  excellent  image 
contrast  and  outstanding 
clarity  in  poor  light  conditions. 
Minimum  focusing  distance  3.5m. 
Rubber  armoured,  rugged  and  reliable. 


Zeiss 

The  name  makes  the  difference 
The  difference  made  the  name 


Zeiss  offers  a wide  choice.  Write  for  catalogue 
and  nearest  stockist. 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 
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TRACKS  AND  SIGNS  of 
the  Birds  of  Britain  and 
Europe 

Roy  Brown,  John  Ferguson, 
Michael  Lawrence  and 
David  Lees 

With  over  1,000  illustrations  this  unique 
book  provides  the  field  naturalist  with  an 
invaluable  guide  to  the  tracks  and  signs  of 
British  and  European  birds  - resident, 
visiting  or  vagrant.  Feeding  and 
behavioural  signs,  pellets,  droppings, 
feathers  and  skulls  are  each  dealt  with  in 
detail.  A spectacular  addition  to  a new 
generation  of  guides. 

£17.95  0-7470-0201-0  232  pages 
50  colour  plates,  hundreds  of  black  and 
white  illustrations 

THE  MUTE  SWAN 

Mike  Birkhead  and 
Christopher  Perrins 

This  book  examines  various  aspects  of  the 
life  of  the  Mute  Swan,  including  its  life 
history  and  populations,  and  its  future;  it  is 
written  by  two  leading  experts  in  this  field 
and  beautifully  illustrated  with  line 
drawings  by  David  Quinn  and  black  and 
white  photographs. 

£13.95  0-7099-3259-6  176  pages 
Illustrated  with  line  drawings  and  black  and 
white  photographs 


SHOREBIRDS 
An  identification  guide  to 
the  waders  of  the  world 

Voted  British  Birds  - Best  Bird  Book  of  the 
Year  1986 

without  doubt,  this  is  an  essential 
addition  for  the  shorebird  enthusiast’s 
library,  and  as  an  identification  guide  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  it  might  be  improved’. 

R.J.  Chandler,  British  Birds 
£19.95  0-7099-2034-2 
88  colour  plates  1 800  birds  painted  in  full 
colour  214  distribution  maps  416  pages 


Available  through  British  BirdShop. 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 
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PLEASE  HELP  TO  PROVIDE  EXTRA  PAGES  IN  BB'  BY  ORDERING  ITEMS  FROM  US  Please  tick 

Books  ( l K.  & Eire:  post  tree.  Rest  of  world:  over  £50,  post  free;  up  to  £50,  add  80p  per  book)  V 

Birkhead  & Perrins  The  Mute  Swan  (Christopher  Helm) £ 1 3.95 1 I 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  The  Country  Lije  Guide  to  Birds  oj Britain  & Europe  (Newnes) 

Paperback  £5.95  0 Hardback  £9.95  0 

Cleeves  A Bird  in  the  Hand  (Century)  (Whodunnit  novel) £9.95  0 

Cramp  & Simmons  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  1 £65  □ vol.  2 £65  □ vol.  3 £65  □ vol.  4 £65.00  □ 

Cullen  & Jennings  Birds  oj  the  Isle  of  Man  (Bridgeen  Publications)  £ I B.00 1 [ 

Dalton  & Bailey  The  Secret  Life  oj  an  Oakwood  (Century) £14.95  0 

Ferguson-Lees,  \\  illis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph) £8.95  0 

Gensb^l  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe , North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £14.95  □ 

Gooders  The  New  Where  to  Watch  Birds  (Andre  Deutsch) £7.95  0 

Gooders  & Harris  Held  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Ireland  (Kingfisher) Paperback  £5.95 1 I 

Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World  (Brit.  Mus.,  Nat.  Hist.)  2nd  edn £30.00  0 

Hammond  Twentieth  Century  Wildlife  Artists  (Christopher  Helm) £30.00  0 

Harbard  Quiz  Book  oj  Birds:  evenings  at  the  ‘Coot  and  Corncrake  ’ (Collins)  Pubn  early  Nov Paperback  £2.95 1 1 

Harrison  (Colin)  An  Atlas  oj  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic  (Collins)  Best  Bird  Book  of  1982 

was  £15.00,  is  now  £7.95  0 

Harrison  (Peter)  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  (Christopher  Helm)  Revised  edn £19.95  0 

Hayman  & Burton  The  Birdlife  of  Britain  & Europe  (Mitchell  Beazley)  New  edn £12.95  0 

Hayman  & Kverett  What's  That  Bird!  (RSPB) £8.95  □ 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  world  Best  Bird  Book  of  1986 

(Christopher  Helm) £19.95  0 

Heinzel,  F itter  & Parslow  The  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (( lollins) 

Paperback  £5.95  0 Hardback  £8.95  0 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (Witherby) £ 1 1 .50  0 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  Rarer  British  Birds  (Witherby) £12.00  0 

Howard  & Moore  A Complete  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  the  World Paperback  £7.95  0 Hardback  £25.00  0 

Hunt  Confessions  of  a Scilly  Birdman  (Christopher  Helm) £8.95  0 

Hutchinson  Watching  Birds  in  Ireland  (Country  House) Paperback  £4.95  0 

King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  A Eield  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South-East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  0 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  Best  Bird  Book  of  1984 £9.95  0 

Newman  Newman ’s  Birds  of  Southern  Africa  ( Macmillan) Paperback  £8.95  0 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1.950 

Oddie  Gone  Birding  (Methuen) £6.95  0 

Owen,  Atkinson-Willes  & Salmon  Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain  (2nd  edn)  (CA  P) £30.00  0 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  ,4  Eield  Guide  to  the  Buds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) £8.95  0 

Potts  The  Partridge  (Collins)  (Pubn  in  October) £19.95 1 I 

Shackleton  Wildlife  and  Wilderness:  an  artist’s  world  (Clive  Holloway) £15.00 1 I 

Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  ( British  Birds)  (usual  price  £9.95) £7.95  I I 

Sharrock  The  ‘British  Birds  ’ Mystery  Photographs  Book  + The  Solution  Prize  won,  so  now £ 1 .50  0 

Soper  The  Bird  Table  Book  (David  & Charles)  5th  edn £9.95  0 

Urban,  Fry  & Keith  The  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  I £59.50  0 vol.  2 £65.00 1 I 

Wallace  Birdwatching  m the  Seventies  (Macmillan)  (usual  price  £7.95) £3.95  0 

Warren  Shorelines  (Hodder  & Stoughton) was  £14.95,  is  now  £7.95 1 I 

British  Birds  The  'British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

1978  edn  £0.60  0 1984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered.  £1.00  0 1984  edn  £1.85  0 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  12  issues  & index) £5.95  0 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  any  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  write-in  orders 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (orders  over  £50  post  free). 


write-in  orders  (cheque  enclosed) . 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  JANUARY  1987 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  UK  Giro  account  number  37  588 
6303,  but  please  still  post  this  form.  (Payment  can  be  made  in  US$.  but,  please  add  £1  plus  overseas  postage  charges 
and  then  conc  ert  to  dollars  at  current  exchange  rate.  Payment  can  be  made  in  Irish  pounds:  please  convert  from  sterling  by  adding 
25%. ) Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery  in  UK.  longer  if  abroad. 

Name 

Address 


Total  £ Cheque/PO  enclosed  0 Giro  payment  made  I I 

Send  to  BB  Offers,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  snj 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2  £133.97 

20  x W/A £43.70 

40  x £37.37 

TSN1  £240.35 

TSN2  £227.70 

20  x W / I £70.15 

40  x W/A £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £240.00 

30x80 £280.00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £190.00 

PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20x60 £159.00 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10x40 £152.00 

8x40 £150.00 

8x30 £139.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

1 0 x 40 BGA £400.40 


SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HR5 


..£165.31 


BRESSER  G.A. 

8 x 32 £149.00 

7x42 £150.00 

10x42 £152.00 

PRISMA 

8x30B  £77.62 

8x40B  £83.50 

10x40B  £87.50 

lOx  50B  £90.90 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  • HERTSI  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


(BB935) 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SWIFT  AUDUBON  8 5 x 44  new  model 
HR5  special  low  price  lo  British  Birds 
readers! £151.95 


ZEISS  JENA  10  x 40  B Notarem  rool 
prism,  superb  quality  and  at  A.  R. 
Hawkins  the  price  is  right1  £166.00 


ZEISS  JENA  8 x 30  Jenoptem  only 
19  ozs  complete  with  leather  sport  case 
only  £45.95 


MIRAD0R  8 x 42  B W/A  complete  with 
rainguard  and  case  Top  quality  £109.95 


ZEISS  JENA  10  x 50  Jenoplem  is  al 
A R Hawkins  now  and  at  1983  prices! 

£59.95 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN  10  x 40  BGA  Light- 
weight rubber  covered  with  soil  case 

£162.00 


ZEISS  WEST  10  x 40  BGA  T cllse  focus 
complete  with  rainguard  and  soli  case 

£394.00 


LEITZ  10  x 25  BA  - tew  only  - lantaslic 
value  £189.95 


HERTEL  & REUSS  8 x 40  B W/A  light- 
weight. only  21  ozs.  Shod  locus  12  It, 
leather  case  £1 55.00 


HERTEL  6 REUSS  7 x 56  BGA  rubber 
covered  wide  angle,  ideal  night  glass 


ZEISS  Jena  8 x 32  B Nolarem  compacl 
rool  prism,  complete  with  case  £120.00 


VELBON  Victory  450  tripod,  special 
olfer  complete  with  carry  case!  only 

£43.95 


ZEISS  Jena  10  x 50  Dekarem  A.  R 
Hawkins,  low  price1  £87.95 


MIRADOR  8 x 42  B this  new  model  is 
lightweight,  pin  sharpe.  superb  value  at 

£109.00 


ZEISS  WEST  8 x 20  B Mini  al  a price 
you  can't  allord  to  miss  £159.95 


MIRADOR  10  x 42  B wide  angle  superb 
lightweight  binocular  complete  with 


rainguard 


BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 


. w,  j 

Spacemasler  15-45  x 60 

£169.95 

Spacemaster  22  x W/A  60 

£155.95 

Hard  leather  case  tor  Spacemaster 

£15.00 

Kowa  TSN2  body 

£236.95 

Kowa  TSN1  body 

£246.95 

Mirador  20-60  x 60  HR 

£159.95 

Oplolyth  30  x 75 

£290.00 

ODtoIvlh  30  x 80 

£322.00 

Oplolyth  80  mm  to  TB  80  body  £287.00 

Eyepieces  lor  TB  80  20  x W 

£54.00 

30  X W £56.00  40  X. 

£57  00 

Habicht  23  x 70  BGA 

£208.00 

B/L  Discoverer  15-60  x 60 

£ 49.95 

Habicht  25-40  x 75 

£389.95 

Habicht  30  x 75  S.F 

£408.00 

Hawk  20-60  x 60  H R lightweight 

wide  angle  with  leather  case 

£169.95 

MIRADOR  MERLIN  complete  with  25x 
eyepiece  60mm  OG  £89.95 

MIRADOR  MERLIN  zoom  18-40x 

£48.00 


GOOD  VIEWING  FACILITIES  FROM 
OUR  SHOWROOM  OR  OUR  PRIVATE 


£115.00  LAKE  SET  IN  23  ACRES. 


SLICK  D2  TRIPOD 
THE  finest  tripod  lor  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a full  5tt  9in 
weighs  only  Alb  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £65.95 
Tost  and  Insurance  £2.75. 

ORDER  NOW  lor  "By  Return- 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
Insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by  phone! 
Stamps  (50p).  For  Illustrated 
Discount  Price  List  and  Coloured 
Brochures  on  over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only 
7 minutes  Irom  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min  walk  Irom  railway  sin 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 pm 
Prices  correct  5th  December  1986 
subject  to  change  availability. 
LARGEST  STOCKS  OF  BINOCULARS 
AND  TELESCOPES  UNDER  ONE 
ROOF! 


AR  HAWKINS 


N’PTON  9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON NN1 1SR 
rrpn  TELEPHONE  0604/39674 

LIU — ^ (Dll 4) 
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Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  This  year’s  competition 
will  again  be  sponsored  by  the  Natural  History  Book 
Service.  Amateur  and  professional  artists  are  invited  to 
submit  four  line-drawings  suitable  for  reproduction  in 
British  Birds  (pen-and-ink  or  scraperboard,  but  not^ 
pencil  or  wash).  1 he  subjects  should  be  birds  recorded 
in  the  West  Palearctic  (Europe,  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East).  Exact  size  is  important:  drawings  should 
be  the  following  sizes  (width  X depth  in  cm):  (a)  18.6  X 
20.8,  (b)  16.35  X 6.9  and  (c)  7.95  X 6.0,  for  publication 
at  two-thirds  of  those  dimensions  (the  largest  drawings  (a)  may,  if  pre- 
ferred, be  submitted  at  24.8  X 27.7,  for  publication  at  half-size).  Each  set  of 
four  drawings  must  include  at  least  one  each  of  a,  b and  c.  Entries  will  be 
judged  as  sets.  Drawings  based  on  published  photographs  or  drawings  are 
ineligible.  The  announcements  of  the  previous  winners  (Brit.  Birds  72: 
403-409;  73:  380-384;  74:  275-278;  75:  304-308;  76:  288-291;  77:  283-288;  78: 
317-322;  79:  319-325)  included  suggestions  intended  to  help  future 
entrants.  Entries  need  not  be  mounted,  but  should  have  a generous 
‘handling  margin’  around  each  drawing. 

The  judging  panel  will  consist  of  Robert  Gillmor,  Keith  Shackleton  and 
DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock. 

The  winner  will  receive  £ 1 00  and  an  inscribed  salver,  and  the  two  runners- 
up  will  receive  £40  and  £25.  All  three  artists  will  also  be  invited  to  attend  the 
award  presentation  at  a Press  Reception  at  The  Mall  Galleries  in  London, 
where  a selection  of  the  drawings  will  be  on  display.  Artists  whose  work  is 
displayed  will  also  be  welcome  to  attend  the  reception,  which  in  previous 
years  has  provided  a very  happy  occasion  for  meeting  many  of  our  top  bird 
artists.  The  winners’  entries  will  also  be  displayed  in  the  annual  exhibition 
of  the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists  at  The  Mall  Galleries.  Previous  winners 
have  been  Crispin  Fisher  (1979),  Norman  Arlott  (1980  & 1981),  Alan 
Harris  (1982),  Martin  Woodcock  (1983),  Bruce  Pearson  (1984),  Ian 
Lewington  (1985)  and  Chris  Rose  (1986). 

1 1 is  one  of  the  main  aims  of  this  British  Birds  competition  to  encourage  and 
advance  the  careers  of  bird  artists.  The  Editorial  Board  and  the  competi- 
tion’s judges  are  delighted  to  note  that  the  winners  in  past  years  are  now  all 
highly  successful  freelance  artists  or  otherwise  employed  in  posts  associated 
with  wildlife. 

Entries  will  remain  the  copyright  of  the  artists,  but  are  accepted  on  the 
understanding  that  they  may  be  reproduced  free  in,  or  on  the  cover  of,  or  for 
the  promotion  of  British  Birds.  If  accompanied  by  a suitable  stamped 
addressed  envelope,  all  drawings  will  be  returned  to  the  artists,  but  any- 
selected  for  possible  use  by  British  Birds  may  be  retained  for  up  to  12  months 
after  the  award  presentation.  Each  drawing  must  be  marked  clearly  on  the 
back  with  the  artist’s  name  and  address  (and  date  of  birth  if  aged  under  21, 
see  ‘The  Richard  Richardson  Award’,  below),  the  identity  of  the  species, 
and  anv  other  relevant  information  about  the  illustration. 

The  closing  date  will  be  14th  March  1987;  the  set  of  four  drawings  should 
be  sent  to  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham. 
Bedford  MK443NJ. 
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The  Richard  Richardson  Award  To  encourageYoung, 
up-and-coming  bird  artists,  a special  award  (a  cheque 
and  a book  to  the  total  value  of  £60)  will  be  presented 
for  the  best  work  submitted  for  the  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of 
the  Year’  competition  (see  above)  by  an  artist  aged 
under  21  years  on  14th  March  1987.  The  winner’s  entries 
will  be  displayed  in  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  Society  of 
Wildlife  Artists  at  The  Mall  Galleries.  This  award  is  in  memory  of  the 
famous  Norfolk  ornithologist  and  bird-artist,  the  late  R.  A.  Richardson. 
The  rules  for  entry  are  exactly  the  same  as  for  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’ 
and  entries  by  persons  under  21  will  automatically  be  considered  for  both 
awards. 


Front  cover  designs  for  sale  The  original  unframed  drawings  of  the 
pictures  on  the  front  cover  of  BB  are  for  sale  each  month  in  a postal  auction. 
The  pictures  are  usually  Wi  or  two  times  the  published  size.  These  sales 
help  not  only  the  artists,  but  also  BB , since  the  artists  donate  20%  to  the 
journal.  It  is  also  a way  for  BB  readers  to  acquire — for  themselves  or  as  a 
present  for  a friend — top-class  bird  art  at  very  reasonable  prices.  During 
the  past  year,  successful  postal  bids  have  ranged  from  £35  to  £76;  the 
average  has  been  £51.  Why  not  send  in  your  bid  each  month?  If  you  are 
successful  (if  your  bid  is  the  highest,  and  it  exceeds  the  artist’s  reserve 
price),  you  will  be  asked  to  pay  the  sum  you  bid,  plus  £ 1 .50  for  postage  and 
packing.  Send  your  name,  address  and  telephone  number  and  your  bid  (no 
money  at  this  stage),  to  arrive  before  the  last  day  of  the  month,  to  Cover 
Bid,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


New  Chairman  for  BBRC  P.  J.  Grant  joined  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee  in  1971  and  became  its  Chairman  in  1976.  He  has  now  decided 
to  step  down  from  this  position  and  retire  from  the  Committee,  a decision 
which,  12  months  ago,  his  colleagues  on  the  Editorial  Board  managed  to 
persuade  him  to  postpone  for  a year.  Peter  served  the  Committee  and  BB 
exceedingly  well  during  his  reign  as  Chairman,  enhancing  the  Committee’s 
reputation  internationally,  and  it  is  with  great  gratitude  to  him  for  his  long 
and  excellent  service  that  the  Editorial  Board  has  now  accepted  his 
resignation.  Thank  you,  Peter! 

Following  a vote  by  the  members  of  the  Rarities  Committee,  the  Editorial 
Board  is  delighted  to  announce  that  Peter  Lansdown  has  accepted  its 
invitation  to  be  the  Committee’s  new  Chairman.  As  well  as  being  well 
known  as  a member  of  the  BBRC,  Peter  Lansdown’s  name  will  be  familiar 
to  many  BB  readers  from  his  involvement  with  the  Welsh,  Isles  of  Scilly  and 
Glamorgan  records  committees  (the  first  and  last  of  which  he  will  be 
leaving,  to  give  time  for  his  new  BBRC  responsibilities)  and  regular 
contributions  to  the  pages  of  BB  on  identification  and  related  matters. 
Welcome,  and  good  luck,  Peter! 
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Books  from  ‘British  BirdShop’  Please  order  all  your  bird  books  through 
British  BirdShop’.  II  you  use  the  form  printed  in  the  current  number  of  BB 
(page  xiii  in  this  issue),  your  purchases  will  help  substantially  to  subsidise 
extra  pages  and  extra  photographs  in  future  issues  ol  BB. 

1 he  following  new  book  is  available  this  month: 

( -alien  & Jennings  Birds  of  the  Isle  of  Man  (Bridgeen  Publications) 

Please  look  at  page  xiii,  and  see  if  there  are  any  books  which  you  require. 
\ our  orders  will  benefit  every  BB  subscriber.  Thank  you. 


Request 


Colour-marked  birds:  a reminder  In  general,  we  do  not  publish  separate  requests  on  diis 
subject  (there  are  too  many  local  studies  to  include  them  all).  II  you  see  a bird  marked  in  some 
way  (other  than  with  ordinary  BTO  rings),  please  report  it  as  follows: 

\\  ADI.RS:  Wader  Study  Group,  Hector  Galbraith,  /oology  Department,  The  l diversity. 
Glasgow'  G 12  BQQ. 

(it  1 ,1  ,S:  Gull  sightings,  BIO,  Beech  Grove,  Station  Road,  Tring,  I lertfordshire  1 1 P‘23  jNR. 
SW  A NS  AND  GEESE  (except  Canada  Geese):  Colour-ring  sightings.  Wildfowl  Trust.  Slim- 
bridge,  Gloucester  GL2  7BT. 

CORMORANTS:  Colour-ring  sightings,  Dr  Robin  Sellers,  19  Brims  Road.  Thurso, 
Caithness  KVVI4  7PD. 

ALEO  I HER  SPECIES:  Jell  Kirbv.  BTO,  Beech  Grove,  Station  Road.  Tring,  Hertfordshire 
H P23  5NR. 

Although  colour  marking  may  be  used  in  purely  local  studies  (e.g.  of  behaviour),  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  studies  ol  marked  populations  depend  upon  co-operation  from  all  observ  ers 
who  sight  the  marked  indiv  iduals. 

County,  regional  and  bird 
observatory  recorders  in 
Britain  and  Ireland 

The  main  aims  of  this  list  are  to  encourage  observers  birdwatching  away 
from  their  home  areas  to  send  records  to  the  relevant  county  recorder, 
and  to  provide  a souree  of  reference  for  those  collating  records  on  a national 
basis.  Several  counties  are  divided  into  areas  for  recording  purposes,  but,  to 
save  space,  and  because  we  believe  it  is  less  confusing,  the  list  generally 
includes  only  one  name  against  each  county  or  region.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  observatory  recorders  or  wardens  appear  separately  at  the  end. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  know  of  any  errors,  omissions  or  changes  of  address, 
which  wall  be  noted  in  our  monthly  ‘News  and  comment’  feature. 

ENGLAND 

Avon  H.  E.  Rose,  12  Birbeck  Road,  Bristol  bs<)  ibd 

Bedfordshire  Paul  Trodd,  White  Garth.  West  Parade.  Dunstable,  Bedfordshire  LC6  IF.N 
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Berkshire  P.  E.  Standley,  Siskins,  8 Llanvair  Drive,  South  Ast*ot,  Berkshire  SL5  9HS 
Buckinghamshire  John  Marchant,  17  Church  View,  Long  Marston,  Tring,  Hertfordshire  HP23 
4QB 

Cambridgeshire  For  the  old  county  of  Cambridgeshire:  C.  A.  E.  Kirtland,  22  Montgomery' 
Road,  Cambridge  CB42EQ.  For  the  old  county  of  Huntingdonshire:  M.  R. Coates,  lOLatham 
Avenue,  Orton  Longueville,  Peterborough  PE2  0AD 
Cheshire  Ron  Harrison,  8 St  Albans  Crescent,  West  Timperley,  Altrincham  WA14  5NY 
Cleveland  J.  B.  Dunnett,  43  Hemlington  Road,  Stainton,  Middlesbrough,  Cleveland  TS8  9AG 
Cornwall  S.  M.  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road,  St  Columb  Major,  Cornwall  TR9  6RW 
Cumbria  Malcolm  Hutcheson,  Gaden  Cottage,  Sizergh  Castle,  Kendal,  Cumbria  LA88AE 
Derbyshire  Rodney  W.  Key,  168  Waterford  Drive,  Chaddesden,  Derby  DE2  6TU 
Devon  P.  W.  Ellicott,  Wyatts,  Trusham,  Newton  Abbot,  Devon  TQ13  0LX 
Dorset  Dr  G.  P.  Green,  104  Foxcroft  Drive,  Wimborne,  Dorset 
Durham  Ken  Baldridge,  48  The  Headlands,  Darlington,  Durham 

Essex  P.  J.  Howard,  6 St  Bridge  Court,  Colchester,  Essex  c:04  4PQ,  & John  Miller,  450A 
Baddow  Road,  Great  Baddow,  Chelmsford,  Essex 
Gloucestershire  Gordon  R.  Avery,  12  Hemmingsdale  Road,  Hempsted,  Gloucester  GL2  6HN 
Greater  Manchester  B.  T.  Shaw,  87  Gleneagles  Road,  Heal  Green,  Stockport 
Hampshire  E.  J.  Wiseman,  Normandy  Farm,  Normandy  Lane,  Lymington,  Hampshire  S041 
8AE 

Herefordshire  Allan  J.  Smith,  Tree  Cottage,  Holme  Marsh,  near  Lyonshall,  Kington, 
Herefordshire  HR5  3JS 

Hertfordshire  Peter  Walton,  Twin  Oaks,  Rabley  Heath,  Welwyn,  Hertfordshire  AL6  9UF 
Humberside  See  Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire 

Isle  of  Wight  J.  Stafford,  Westering,  Moor  Lane,  Brighstone,  Newport,  IsleofWight  PO304DL 
Isles  oJ  Scilly  M.  J.  Rogers,  4 Pentland  Flats,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  ofScilly  TR21 OHY 
Kent  1.  P.  Hodgson  & T.  N.  Hodge,  73  Middle  Deal  Road,  Deal,  KentCTi49RG 
Lancashire  M.  Jones,  31  Laverton  Road,  St  Annes-on-Sea,  Lancashire  FY8  lEW 
Leicestershire  Roger  E.  Davis,  47  Clovelly  Road,  Glenfield,  Leicester  EE3  8AE 
Lincolnshire  G.  P.  Catley,  13  West  Acridge,  Barton-on-H umber.  South  Humberside  DN18  5AJ 
London  Andrew  V.  Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth,  Hertfordshire 
WD3  1JP 

Merseyside  See  Cheshire  and  Lancashire 

Norfolk  P.  R.  Allard,  39  Mallard  Way,  Bradwell.  Great  Yarmouth 
Northamptonshire  R.  W.  Bullock,  25  WestcofTWay,  Favell  Green,  Northampton  NN3  3BE 
Northumberland  M.  S.  Hodgson,  145  Elmtree  Gardens,  Whitley  Bay,  Tyne  & Wear  NR25  8QX 
Nottinghamshire  Steve  M.  Henson,  86  Bcdale  Road,  Sherwood,  Nottingham  NG5  3GW 
Oxfordshire  John  W.  Brucker,  65  Yarnton  Road,  Kidlington,  Oxford  0X5  l at 
Shropshire  Jack  Sankey,  1 1 Mardol  Terrace,  Smithfield  Road,  Much  Wenlock,  Shropshire  i f 1 3 
6BH 

Somerset  Brian  Rabbitts,  Green  Pastures,  88  Church  Road,  West  Huntspill,  Highbridge, 
Somerset  TA9  3RY 

Staffordshire  G.  R.  Harrison,  Bryher,  Hatton  Green,  Hatton,  Warwickshire 

Suffolk  R.  B.  Warren,  37  Dellwood  Avenue,  Felixstowe,  Suffolk  ipi  l 9H\v 

Surrey  J.  J.  Wheatley,  6 Boxgrove  Avenue,  Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  1XG 

Sussex,  East  and  West  Paul  James,  Flat  2,  70  Denmark  V illas,  Hove,  Fast  Sussex  BN3  3TJ 

Tyne  & Wear  See  Durham  and  Northumberland 

Warwickshire  See  Staffordshire 

West  Midlands  See  Staffordshire 

Wiltshire  R.  Turner,  14  Ethendun,  Bratton,  Westbury,  Wiltshire  BA134RX 
Worcestershire  See  Staffordshire 

Yorkshire,  North , South  and  West  John  E.  Dale,  158  Lindley  Moor  Road,  Findley  Moor, 
Huddersfield  HD3  3UE 

IRELAND 

Republic  oj  Ireland  K.  Preston,  The  Rennies,  Boreenmanna  Road,  Cork,  Ireland 
Northern  Ireland  Northern  Ireland  Bird  Records  Committee,  c/o  Mrs  P.  M.  Vizard,  22 
Marlborough  Drive,  Carrickfergus,  Northern  Ireland  BT38  7SY 
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ISLE  OF  MAN 

l)i  J.  1’.  Cullen,  1 routheck,  Cronkbourne,  Braddan,  Isle  of  Man 
SCOTLAND 

Dumfries  & Calloway  (Nithsdale,  Annandale  & Eskdale)  Dr  E.  C.  Fellowes,  West  Isle,  Islesteps, 
Dumfries  DG2  bes 

Dumfries  & Calloway  (Stewartry  & Wigtown)  A.  D.  Watson,  54  Main  Street.  Dairy,  Castle 
Douglas,  Kirkcudbrightshire  DG9  3UW 

Strathclyde  ( Kyle  & (. arnck , Cumnock  & Doon  Valley,  Kilmarnock  & London , Cunninghame)  A. 

Hogg,  Kirklca,  Crosshill,  Maybole,  Ayrshire  KA19  7RJ 
Strathclyde  (except  Arran,  Bute,  Cumbraes  and  above)  I.  F.  Gibson,  c/o  Beck.  1 Rosebank  Terrace, 
Kilrnacolm,  Renfrewshire  PA134EW 

Strathclyde  (Arran,  Bute,  Cumbraes)  I.  Hopkins,  2 Eden  Place,  High  Street.  Rothesay,  Bute 
Strathclyde  (Argyll  & Bute,  except  Isle  of  Bute)  Dr  A.  R.  Jennings,  1 Ferryfield  Drive,  Connel, 
Argyll  PA37  1st* 

Borders  (Berwickshire,  Ettrick  & Lauderdale,  Roxburgh.  Tweeddale)  R.  D.  Murray.  143  Eskhill. 
Penicuik,  Midlothian  EH 26 HDE 

Lothian  (East  Lothian,  except  Musselburgh  lagoons)  A.  Brown,  23  King's  Court.  Glassel  Park. 
Longniddry,  East  Lothian  EH320QP 

Lothian  (except  as  above,  but  including  Musselburgh  lagoons)  I.  Andrews,  15  The  Parsonage, 
Musselburgh,  Midlothian  EH 21 7S\v 

Central  ( Clackmannan , Ea/kirk,  Stirling)  Dr  G.  J.  Henty,  7 Conevhill  Road,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
Stirlingshire  KK9  4EI. 

Life  ( Dunfermline,  Kirkcaldy,  N.  E.  Fife)  I).  E.  Dickson,  133  Duddingston  Drive.  Kirkcaldv.  Fife 
KY26XG 

Eije  ( Isle  of  May)  B.  Zonfrillo,  28  Brodie  Road,  Balornock  East,  Glasgow  ( I tsB 
Tayside  (Perth  & Kinross)  E.  D.  Cameron,  14  Union  Road,  Scone,  Perthshire  PH26RZ 
Tayside  (Angus,  City  of  Dundee)  N.  K.  Atkinson,  5 Tolmount  Crescent,  Montrose.  Angus  ddio 
9DQ 

Grampian  (except  Moray)  M.  Innes,  l()b.\  Queen's  Street.  Peterhead.  Aberdeenshire  AB4  6TY 
Grampian/ Highland  (Moray,  Naim)  M.  J.  H.  Cook,  Rowanbrae,  Clochan.  Buckie.  BanfTshire 
AB5 2EQ 

Highland  (except  Sutherland  and  Caithness ) R.  H.  Dennis,  Inchdrvne,  Nethvbridge,  Inverness- 
shire  PH25  3 EE 

Highland  ( Sutherland ) A.  R.  Mainwood,  13  Ben  Bhraggie  Drive,  Golspie,  Sutherland  KWI06SX 
Highland  ( Caithness)  S.  Manson,  7 Duncan  Street,  Thurso,  Caithness  kwh  7H/ 

Western  Isles  W.  A.  J.  Cunningham,  10  Barony  Square,  Stornoway.  IsleofLewis  PA87  2TQ 
Orkney  C.  J.  Booth,  34  High  Street.  Kirkwall.  Orkney  KW15  iaz 
Shetland  (Fair  Isle)  N.J.  Riddiford.  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle.  Shetland  Z.E2  9JU 
Shetland  (except  Fair  Isle)  D.  Coutts,  Da  Knowe.  Tw  ageos  Road,  Lerwick,  Shetland  ZEi  OBB 


WALES 

Clwyd  (Flintshire)  Ron  Birch,  8 Thornberry  Close.  Saughall,  Cheshire 
Clwyd  (Denbighshire)  as  Gwynedd  (Anglesey) 

Dyfed  (Cardiganshire)  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron.  Dyfed  SA460I.P 
Dyfed  (Carmarthenshire)  D.  H.  V.  Roberts,  6 Ger-v-coed,  Pontiets.  Llanelli.  Dyfed  SA15  51X 
Dyfed  (Pembrokeshire)  J.  W.  Donovan.  The  Burren.  Dingle  Lane.  Crundale,  Haverfordwest, 
Dvfcd 

Gwent  B.  J.  Gregory,  Monmouth  School,  Monmouth,  Gwent  XP5  3XP 

Gwynedd  (Anglesey,  Caernarvonshire) , Clwyd  (Denbighshire)  T.  Gravett,  Tyddyn  Llan,  Eglwsbach. 
Colwyn  Bay  LL28  5TY 

Gwynedd  (Merionethshire)  F.  A.  Currie,  Tv  Clyd.  Alvn  Road,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL38  2I.Z 
Mid  Glamorgan  J.  R.  Smith,  15  Milton  Drive.  Bridgend.  Mid  Glamorgan CF31  4QE 
Powys  (Breconshire)  E.  Bartlett.  Chapel  House,  Llechfaen.  Brecon.  Powys 
Powys  (Montgomeryshire)  R.  G.  Burton,  c/o  RSPB  Wales  Office,  Frolic  Street,  Newtow  n.  Powys 
CF38  2NP 

Powys  (Radnorshire)  See  ENGLAND  Hereford  & Worcester 
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South  Glamorgan  Richard  G.  Smith,  29  Marlborough  Close,  Llantwit  Fardre,  Mid  Glamorgan 
CF282NP 

West  Glamorgan  H.  E.  Grenfell,  The  Woods,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea.  West 
Glamorgan  SA3  1HD 

BIRD  OBSERVATORIES 

The  names  listed  here  are  those  of  the  recorders,  not  the  bookings  secre- 
taries: 

Bardsey  Tim  Collins,  Bird  Observatory,  Bardsey,  oil  Aberdaron,  Pwllheli,  Gwynedd 
CalJ  oj  Man  David  Walker,  Calf  of  Man  Bird  Observatory,  c/o  Juan  Clague  Kionslieu, 
Plantation  Hill,  Port  St  Mary,  Isle  of  Man 
Cape  Clear  K.  Preston,  The  Rennies,  Boreenmanna  Road,  Cork,  Ireland 
Copeland  N.  D.  McKee,  67  Temple  Rise,  Templepatrick,  Ballvclare,  Co.  Antrim,  Northern 
Ireland  BT39  0AG 

Dungeness  Sean  McMinn,  Bird  Observatory,  Dungeness,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent 
Fair  Isle  Nick  Riddiford,  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shetland 
Gibraltar  Point  A.  W.  Paul,  5 Dorothy  Avenue,  Skegness,  Lincolnshire  PE25  2BP 
Isle  oj  May  B.  Zonfrillo,  28  Brodie  Road,  Balornock  East,  Glasgow  G2I  3S8 
Portland  M.  Rogers,  Bird  Observatory,  Old  Lower  Light,  Portland,  Dorset 
Sandwich  Bay  P.  Findley,  Bird  Observatory,  Guilford  Road,  Sandwich  Bay,  Sandwich,  Kent 
CT13  ‘>PK 

Spurn  B.  R.  Spence,  Bird  Observatory,  Spurn,  Kilnsea,  via  Patrington,  Hull  HLT2  0UG 
Walney  K.  Parkes,  9 Rydal  Avenue,  Hawcoat,  Barrow-in-Furness,  Lancashire 

News  and  comment 


Alike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds’ 


Bustard  Studies  Our  apologies  to  ICBP  for 
the  long  delay  in  mentioning  No.  2 in  this 
series.  This  one  covers  the  ICBP  Bustard 
Group’s  European  Bustard  Symposium, 
held  at  Leon  in  Spain  in  1980,  and  is  devoted 
to  the  two  European  species,  the  Great 
Bustard  Otis  tarda  and  the  Little  Bustard 
Tetrax  tetrax.  There  is  a wealth  of  recent 
information  on  distribution  and  conservation 
problems,  making  this  an  invaluable  contri- 


bution to  the  literature  on  these  two 
endangered  species.  The  journal  is  available 
from  ICBP,  219c  Huntingdon  Road,  Cam- 
bridge CB3  DDL,  price  £8  including  postage. 

Blakenham  to  NCC  Lord  Blakenham  is  a 
well-known  figure  in  the  City,  as  Chairman 
of  Pearson  PLC  and  the  Financial  Times,  and 
has  for  a number  of  years  been  very  closely 
involved  with  the  RSPB,  whose  Chairman  of 
Council  he  became  in  1981.  He  retired  from 
his  RSPB  post  in  October  1986,  and  became 
a member  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  Coun- 
cil on  1st  November.  The  NCC  is  sure  to  find 
him  a considerable  asset:  we  wish  him  well. 

First  International  Wildlife  Photo- 
graphic Convention  was  held  at  Bath 
University  during  the  weekend  of  5th-7th 
September  1986.  Delegates  from  France, 
Norway,  Spain  and  Sweden  ensured  that  the 
convention  was  truly  international,  even  if 
the  majority  attending  came  from  the  Royal 
Photographic  Society’s  Nature  Group,  or 
were  attending  the  bi-annual  joint  meeting  of 
the  Zoological  Photographic  Club,  Nature 
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Photographers  Portfolio  and  Nature  Photo- 
graphic Society,  which  also  met  under  the 
umbrella  ot  the  Convention. 

During  the  course  ol  the  weekend,  there 
were  three  major  lectures  and  a number  of 
short  iecturettes’.  fhe  main  lectures  were 
given  by  three  well-known  nature  photo- 
graphers. The  first  was  given  by  Gordon 
Langsbury,  who  talked  about  a Kenyan 
safari,  and  showed  many  superb  bird  photo- 
graphs. BB's  Photographic  Consultant,  Don 
Smith,  discussed  the  subject  of  underwater 
photography,  a lapse  we  can  forgive  since  he 
managed  to  include  the  odd  bird  photograph 
(not  taken  underwater,  though!).  The  third 
was  by  James  Hancock  on  the  subject  of 
herons  and  their  identification.  James’s  fine 
shots  were  also  extremely  informative,  and 
showed  that  a collection  of  photographs  is  the 
twentieth-century  equivalent  of  the 
Victorian  ornithologist’s  collection  of  skins 
and  specimens. 

An  important  part  of  the  Convention  was  a 
fine  exhibition  of  both  colour  and  blac  k-and- 
white  prints  of  a variety  of  natural  history 
subjects;  the  majority  were,  however,  birds. 
Particularly  eye  catching  was  an  outstanding 
set  of  black-and-white  photographs  from 
Sweden.  It  was  a most  successful  weekend, 
ably  organised  by  David  Hosking,  aided  by 
James  Hyett  and  Martin  Withers.  Not  only 
was  it  most  enjoyable,  but  it  also  enabled 
discussion  on  a European  scale  of  the 
interests  and  problems  shared  by  nature 
photographers,  many  of  whom  have  a major 
interest  in  birds.  We  look  forward  to  the 
Second  Convention.  ( Contributed  by  Dr  R.J. 
Chandler) 

Bird  photography  Two  leaflets  of  interest 
to  bird  photographers  have  recently  been 
published.  The  RSPB  have  one  entitled  Bird 
Photography  and  the  Law'  which  gives 
useful  tips  for  those  attempting  nest 
photography,  and  lists  those  species  on 
Schedule  1 of  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside 
Act  1981  for  which  a licence  is  required  from 
the  Nature  Conservancy  Council  before 
being  photographed  at  or  near  the  nest.  It  is 
available  from  the  RSPB.  1 he  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL.  The  second  leaflet, 
produced  by  the  Royal  Photographic  Society 
Nature  Group,  in  conjunction  with  the  NCG, 
is  ‘The  Nature  Photographers'  Code  of 
Practice’  and  is  more  general  in  its  approach, 
covering  not  only  birds  but  also  other  forms 
of  wildlife.  Again  the  emphasis  is  on  good 
practice  and  the  importance  of  putting  the 
interests  of  the  subjects  before  those  ol  the 


photographer.  It  is  available  from  RPS 
Nature  Croup,  The  Octagon,  Milsom  Street, 
Bath;  please  enclose  a stamped,  addressed 
envelope.  Both  are  recommended  reading  for 
bird  photographers.  ( Contributed  by  Dr  R.  J. 
Chandler) 

IWRB  Annual  Meeting  It  may  come  as  a 
surprise  to  duck  and  wader  counters  to  know 
that  their  information  is  used  not  only  within 
Britain  but  also  internationally,  and  that  the 
organisation  which  uses  it  in  this  way — the 
IWRB — has  its  headquarters  in  Britain  at 
Slimbridge.  IWRB,  the  International  Water- 
fowl Research  Bureau  (one  of  the  world’s 
best  kept  secrets),  aims  to  stimulate  and 
coordinate  research  on  all  waterfowl  and  to 
use  this  information  to  conserve  the  world’s 
wetlands. 

The  Thirty-Second  Annual  Meeting, 
opened  by  the  Minister  of  the  Environment, 
brought  together  KM)  delegates  from  40 
countries,  for  three  days  in  September.  The 
meeting  approved  the  siting  of  IWRB  head- 
quarters permanently  (or  anyhow  for  the 
next  ten  years)  at  Slimbridge,  in  a symbiotic 
relationship  with  The  Wildfowl  Trust.  It 
confirmed  the  tendency  to  give  greater 
attention  to  wetland  habitats  in  general, 
already  illustrated  in  the  recently  produced 
Directory  of  Neotropical  Wetlands,  which  gives 
details  of  many  hundreds  of  wetlands  of 
international  importance  in  the  45  countries 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Tierra  del 
Fuego.  A similar  Asian  Directory  is  now  in 
preparation.  The  meeting  discussed  pre- 
parations for  the  next  Ramsar  Conference  in 
Canada,  where  it  is  hoped  that  many  more 
wetlands  will  be  given  governmental  protec- 
tion (Mr  Waldegrave  in  fact  announced  at 
Slimbridge  the  declaration  of  three  new 
British  sites:  Loch  of  Skene,  Loch  Eye  and 
Rockdifle  Marshes).  Finally,  the  meeting 
approved  plans  to  develop  work  by  several  of 
the  research  groups,  and  to  improve  feedback 
to  all  the  counters  who  give  up  their  Sundays 
to  count  ducks,  waders  and — soon — geese 
too.  ( Contributed  by  Michael  Smart) 

Scilly  views  Several  people  have  drawn  to 
our  attention  the  October/November  issue  of 
‘Scilly  Up  to  Date',  the  free  publication 
giving  news  of ‘what’s  on’  in  the  islands.  The 
front  page  shows  a photograph  of  a load  of 
intrepid  twitchers  taking  ship,  and  the 
surrounding  copy  and  headline  bids  them 
welcome — in  no  uncertain  terms.  Not  all  that 
long  ago,  the  climate  of  opinion  on  the  islands 
was  rather  different  . . . T hat  so  many  have 
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tried  so  hard  to  improve  the  image  of  birders 
and  birding  is  to  their  great  credit — all  the 
more  so  since  they  have  obviously  succeeded. 
Let’s  hope  this  happy  state  of  affairs  con- 
tinues. 

Bernard  Pattenden  has  set  us  an  apt  tail- 
piece for  this  item — a snatch  of  conversation 
he  overheard  in  a Penzance  bar.  Old  lady 
(just  back  from  Scilly):  ‘Twitchers  they  call 
them,  hordes  of  them,  like  an  army,  all  look- 
ing for  these  little  birds  ...  I think  it’s  a good 
idea,  must  help  the  unemployment  figures 
and  anyway  it  keeps  them  off  the  streets.' 

C.  Helm  fetes  its  authors  The  occasion  of 
the  presentation  by  Stanley  Cramp  on  behalf 


o ['British  Birds  of  the  certificates  for  'Best  Bird 
Book  of  the  Year’  to  the  artist,  authors  and 
publishers  of  Shore  birds:  an  identification  guide 
was  taken  by  Christopher  Helm  Publishers 
Ltd  as  an  opportunity  to  put  on  a celebration 
party  at  its  new,  spacious  offices  at  Imperial 
House,  21-25  North  Street.  Bromley,  Kent 
(plate  3). 

This  is  the  second  time  that  this  annual 
award  has  been  won  by  a book  from  this 
publishing  house.  The  first  was  Peter 
Harrison’s  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  {Brit. 
Birds  76:  427;  77:  80).  Christopher  Helm 
Publishers  Ltd  has  several  more  titles  in  this 
series  ‘in  the  pipeline’,  which  must  be  good 
news  for  us  all. 


3.  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year:  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide.  Left  to  right,  Peter  Hayman 
(artist),  Jo  Hemmings  (Natural  History  Editor  for  Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd),  Stanley 
Cramp  {British  Birds),  Tony  Prater  and  John  Marchant  (authors).  Kent,  September  1986. 

{Robert  Kirk! Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd) 
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Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe.  By  Bertel  Bruun,  Hakan  Delin  and  Lars 
Svensson.  Illustrated  by  Arthur  Singer  and  Dan  Zetterstrom.  Newnes 
Country  Life  Books,  Twickenham,  1986.  320  pages;  over  1,700  colour 
illustrations;  465  colour  distribution  maps;  141  line-drawings.  Paperback 
£5.95. 

T his  field  guide  is  a major  revised  edition  of  that  originally  published  in  1970  as  The  Harnlvn 
Guide  to  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe,  and  revised  in  1978  as  The  Country  Life  Guide  to  Birds  of  Britain 
and  Europe.  It  is  the  same  size  as  its  predecessors  and  with  the  same  number  of  pages. 

I he  species  texts  have  been  completely  rewritten  and  the  authors  have  taken  full  advantage 
of  the  advances  in  knowledge  made  since  1970.  This  appears  to  have  been  thoroughly  carried 
out,  given  the  space  available,  and  it  has,  regrettably,  but  necessarily,  resulted  in  smaller  print 
and  closer  line-spacing.  The  introduction  of  italics  within  the  texts  to  emphasise  important 
field  characters  is  a most  welcome  addition.  This  complete  rewriting  and  alteration  of  print 
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size  has  given  the  authors  the  opportunity  to  include  texts  for  20  extra  species.  From  a British 
viewpoint,  however,  it  is  a pity  that  space  was  not  found  for  Golden  Pheasant  and  Ring-necked 
Parakeet. 

1 he  book  s sequence  is,  of  course,  dictated  by  its  1970  illustrations,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  us  nomenclature  follows  Yoous  as  updated  in  The  British  Birds  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western 
Palearctic  ( 1984),  though  there  are  a few  exceptions  (e.g.  petrels,  banner.  Collared  Pratincole, 
Gray-cheeked  I hrush),  and  there  are  some  discrepancies  between  the  texts  and  the  index  (e.g. 
Thick-billed  Warbler). 

W hilst  the  majority  of  colour  illustrations  are  repeated  from  the  earlier  editions,  those  of  the 
waders,  skuas,  gulls  and  terns  are  completely  new.  Though,  with  their  texts,  thev  take  up  the 
same  number  of  pages  as  before,  they  are  a considerable  improvement.  A double-page  spread, 
mainly  on  wader  habitat  preference,  plus  two  double-page  plates,  depicting  winter  plumage 
waders  and  immature  gulls,  have  been  omitted  and  the  equivalent  replacement  illustrations 
have,  more  conveniently,  been  positioned  with  the  relevant  species.  This  has  resulted  in  space 
being  available  for  paintings  of  six  waders  and  three  gulls  not  illustrated  in  colour  in  the  earlier 
editions.  These  species  have,  however,  not  been  included  on  three  new  plates,  but 
incorporated  onto  plates  showing  similar  species  (e.g.  White-tailed  Plover  with  Sociable 
Plover;  and  Ring-billed  Gull  with  Common  Gull).  Furthermore,  the  grouping  of  species  within 
the  same  plate  is  more  sensible  than  before  (e.g.  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  next  to  Dunlin,  and 
Slender-billed  Gull  next  to  Black-headed  Gull).  Several  species  of  wader,  skua,  gull  and  tern 
have  at  least  one  additional  painting  depicting  a plumage  not  previously  illustrated,  and  this  is 
generally  at  the  expense  ol  background  rather  than  of  the  size  of  the  individual  illustrations. 
Counting  double-page  plates  as  two,  the  total  number  of  plates  has  decreased  by  one  since  the 
previous  edition,  though  the  number  of  illustrations  has  increased  by  55.  The  most  noteworthy 
aspect  of  the  new  paintings  is  the  standard  ol'illustration.  Not  only  are  they  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
but  the  artist  has  also  clearly  incorporated  into  his  work  many  of  the  field  characters  first  noted 
since  1970. 

The  reproduction  of  some  of  the  plates  was  poor  in  the  review  copy:  the  crakes,  shrikes  and 
accentors  were  blurred,  and  the  yellows  were  too  garish  in  several  plates,  making  the  browns 
and  buffs  of  some  large  raptors  and  owls  too  bright. 

There  were  no  line-drawings  in  the  1970  edition,  but  75  were  included  in  1978.  These  have 
now  increased  to  141  and.  whilst  some  illustrate  plumages  not  previously  shown  and  others 
illustrate  newly  included  species,  some  have  been  cleverly  inserted  to  correct,  rather  than 
supplement,  deficiencies  in  the  original  retained  plates  (e.g.  winter-plumage  divers  and 
grebes,  and  Goosander).  Several  of  the  original  line-drawings  have  been  corrected,  too.  The 
bird  topography  line-drawings  and  terminology  have  been  completely  revised  to  agree  with 
British  Birds  recommendations. 

The  465  distribution  maps,  understandably . do  not  appear  to  have  been  revised  since  the 
1985  impression  of  the  1978  edition,  but  comments  have  been  introduced  w here  appropriate 
(e.g.  Corncrake  and  Red-backed  Shrike). 

Any  criticism  should  be  kept  in  perspective,  for  this  moderately  priced,  pocket-sized  field 
guide  is  in  the  top  two  in  a growing  market,  and  w ould  be  a worthw  hile  addition  to  the  luggage 
of  anyone  birdwatching  in  Europe.  It  is  to  be  especially  recommended  for  its  text  and  for  its 
new  colour  illustrations  and  line-drawings.  Peter  Lansdown 


The  Birds  of  Wallacea.  By  C.  M.  N.  White  and  Murray  D.  Bruce, 

British  Ornithologists’  Union,  London,  1986.  525  pages;  5 maps.  Paper- 
back, £33.00  (£35.00  overseas). 

Wallacea  is  the  term  now  used  for  the  complex  of  Indonesian  islands,  large  and  small,  between 
the  Sunda  Shelf  of  continental  Asia  and  theSahul  Shelfof  Australia.  Being  an  area  of  transition 
between  the  Oriental  and  Australasian  faunal  regions,  it  is  zoogeographically  of  great  interest. 
Sulawesi,  the  largest  island,  is  now  being  visited  increasingly  by  biologists,  but  many  of  the 
smaller  islands  are  verv  little  known.  Up  to  now.  no  list  of  any  sort  of  the  birds  occurring  in 
Wall,  icea  has  been  available;  the  task  of  compiling  this  scholarly  and  thoroughly  annotated 
and  referenced  check-list  has  been  immense.  Charles  White  began  it  and  had  much  of  it 
written  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1978;  Murray  Bruce  completed  it. 

This  is  not  a book  for  the  general  birdwatcher,  but  an  essential  work  of  reference  for  anybody 
concerned  with  the  avian  geography  of  the  Old  World.  D.  \\  . Snow 
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Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  October 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Weather  and  Americans 

At  the  start  of  the  month  the  weather  was 
mild,  changeable  and  predominantly 
cyclonic  westerly,  with  the  south  of  the 
country  being  influenced  occasionally  by 
anticyclones:  this  high  pressure  was  nearby 
over  western  and  southern  Europe,  bringing 
in  warm  Continental  air  for  short  periods. 
On  19th  a particularly  vigorous  depression 
crossed  England,  bringing  the  first  strong 
westerlies  to  the  south,  and,  from  then  on,  it 
became  increasingly  unsettled  with  cooler 
westerly  air  arriving  as  high  pressure  to  the 
east  declined. 

Although  too  late  to  catch  most  American 
migrants,  the  depression  did  produce  the 
biggest-ever  fall  ofGray-cheeked  Thrushes 
Catharus  minimus  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
They  started  arriving  on  Scilly  on  20th,  and, 
by  the  end  of  the  week,  birds  had  been  found 
on  all  the  main  islands,  except  St  Martin’s, 
totalling  ten  or  more,  plus  two  in  west 
Cornwall.  Sadly,  one  was  caught  by  a cat, 
another  drowned,  and  several  others  were 
clearly  exhausted.  Despite  diligent  search- 
ing, none  could  be  found  in  Ireland,  though  a 


farmer  saw  what  could  only  have  been  a 
Nighthawk  C/wrdeiles  minor  at  The  Cull  (Co. 
Wexford)  on  19th,  and  on  30th  a Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  Coccyzus  americanus  delighted 
the  sole  remaining  observer  on  Cape  Clear 
Island  (Co.  Cork). 

The  only  other  American  landbird  to  make 
it  because  of  the  weather  was  a Red-eyed 
Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus  on  St  Agnes  (Scilly)  from 
19th  to  at  least  27th,  though  another 
struggled  here,  despite  the  weather,  to  be 
picked  out  of  a mistnet  at  Dungeness  (Kent) 
on  7th,  while  a Bobolink  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus 
on  Pair  Isle  (Shetland)  on  29th  September 
was  a first  for  the  island,  and  an  immature 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheudicus 
ludovicianus  was  typically  elusive  on  Tresco 
(Scilly)  from  10th  to  about  24th. 

Yellow-browed  Warblers 

So  this,  at  last,  was  the  dreaded  quiet 
October  on  Scilly,  and  indeed  almost  every- 
where else.  And  yet  there  were  rarities  and 
scarce  migrants:  perhaps  most  striking  on 
Scilly  was  the  lack  of  commoner  birds,  with 
few  finches,  fewer  still  European  warblers, 
and  hardly  any  winter  thrushes.  One  species 
that  did  find  migration  conditions  to  its  liking 
was  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
inornatus.  The  high  numbers  of  late  Septem- 
ber were  maintained  throughout  the  first  half 
of  October:  the  5th  saw  at  least  14  between 
Holme  and  Weybourne  on  the  north  Norfolk 
coast,  with  similar  numbers  in  northeast 
England,  and  one  on  jersey  (Channel 
Islands).  Three  days  later,  one  at  Upton 
Warren  (Hereford  & Worcester),  accom- 
panying a Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris 
melanotos,  was  a county  first.  On  the  south 
coast  of  England  at  least  12  passed  through 
Portland  (Dorset),  with  another  at  The 
Needles  (Isle  of  Wight),  while  further  west, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  Cornish  and  Scilly 
birds,  three  reached  Strumblc  Head  (Dyfed). 
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At  the  other  end  of  the  country,  Orkney 
reported  12  during  the  month.  As  in  1985, 
Ireland  had  exceptional  numbers,  with  up  to 
three  at  each  ofGreat  Saltee  Island  and  Hook 
Head  (Go.  Wexford),  Galley  Head  and  Toe 
Head  (Go.  Gork),  between  20  and  30  through 
Gape  Clear  Island,  including  12  on  13th,  at 
least  15  in  the  area  of  Dursey  Island  and 
Castletown  (Go.  Gork),  and  one  at  St  John’s 
Point  (Go.  Down)  on  12th,  the  third  record 
for  Northern  Ireland. 

Rare  passerines 

Surprisingly,  there  was  only  one  report  of 
each  of  Radde’s  Warbler  P.  schwargi  and 
Pallas’s  Warbler  P.  proregulus,  both  on  St 
Agnes  on,  respectively,  8th  to  10th  and  15th. 
Arctic  Warblers  P.  borealis  appeared  at  Tet- 
ney  (Lincolnshire)  from  27th  to  29th  Septem- 
ber, on  Stilly  from  30th  September  with  a 
second  bird  on  1st,  and  at  Loop  Head  (Co. 
Glare)  where  one  was  trapped  on  5th  Sep- 
tember. A Greenish  Warbler  P.  trockiloides 
tantalised  would-be  observers  at  Wells  (Nor- 
folk) for  several  days  in  mid  month.  An  im- 
maculate Bonelli’s  Warbler  P.  bonelli  on 
Bryher  (Stilly)  from  10th  to  14th  was  re- 
placed by  a duller  individual  on  St  Mary’s 
(Scilly)  from  17th  to  at  least  27th.  Orkney 
had  its  first  on  26th,  trapped  in  Holm,  which 
had  to  share  its  chosen  garden  with  a 
Yellow-browed  Warbler,  two  Long-eared 
Owls  Asio  otus  and  a roosting  Glossy  Ibis 
P/egadis  Jalcinellus. 

Short-toed  Larks  Calandrella  brachydaclyla 
appeared  on  Scilly  in  late  September,  and 
again  from  12th,  a pattern  repeated  on  Fair 
Isle,  with  others  reaching  Dursey  Island  on 
9th  and  Spurn  (Humberside)  about  12th. 
Other  shared  species  were  Rustic  Bunting 
Emberiza  rustica  on  St  Mary’s  from  7th  to 
11th,  and  Fair  Isle  on  21st,  and  Little 
Bunting  E.  pusilla  from  17th  on  St  Mary’s 
(plates  15  & 16),  with  three  on  different  dates 
on  Fair  Isle.  Spurn  also  emulated  these  two 
islands  with  two  individuals,  and  two  others 
were  on  North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney)  in  late 
September.  Another  was  trapped  at  Land- 
guard  (Suffolk)  on  10th,  and  there  was  yet 
another  on  Whalsay  (Shetland)  on  8th.  A 
lunchtime  walk  on  17th  at  Lansdown  near 
Bath  (Avon)  was  considerably  enlivened  for 
one  observer  by  the  happy  find  of  a Little 
Bunting,  and  another  at  Galley  Head  from 
25th  to  at  least  27th  excited  Irish  birders,  for 
whom  it  is  still  a great  rarity. 

Fair  Isle  chalked  up  its  fifth  Yellow- 
breasted Bunting  E.  aureola  for  the  month 
on  27th  September,  while,  earlier  that 


month,  there  were  no  fewer  than  eight 
Ortolan  Buntings  E.  hortulana  on  Jersey, 
though  only  one  October  report  reached  us, 
one  on  St  Mary’s  from  6th  to  9th.  Amongst 
the  usual  records  of  Lapland  Bunting 
Calcarius  lapponicus,  11  on  Jersey  on  30th 
September  stand  out,  along  with  three  at 
Fairbourne  (Gwynedd)  on  5th — only  one 
previous  record  for  the  old  county  of 
Merioneth. 


Fair  Isle  turned  up  a late  Lanceolated 
Warbler  Ix>custella  lanceolala  in  the  first  week, 
followed  by  Collared  Flycatcher  Eicedula 
albicollis  on  8th,  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus gustavi 
on  l()th,  and  a male  Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia 
pytyopsittacus  on  13th,  but  40  Waxwings 
liornbycilla  garrulus  flying  over  did  not  stop. 
Also  on  13th,  there  were  250  Bramblings 
Fringilla  montifringilla  on  Fair  Isle,  and  good 
numbers  at  Holkham  (Norfolk)  a few  days 
later  Red-throated  Pipits  .4.  cemnus  were 
noted  at  Beachy  Head  (East  Sussex)  and  on 
St  Mary’s,  and  an  Olive-backed  Pipit  A. 
hodgsoni  appeared  at  Dungeness  on  18th,  and 
Stonechats  Saxicola  torquata  of  one  of  the 
Siberian  races  stejnegeri/ maura  appeared  on 
Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk)  around  1 1th  and  at 
Strumble  Head. 

From  the  Mediterranean,  the  Landguard 
Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  stayed  to 
2nd  October,  a Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  was 
watched  on  Saltee  Island  on  4th,  and  an 
unfortunate  car  victim  on  the  A25  at  Moor- 
house  near  Limpsfield  (Surrey)  on  8th 
proved,  to  the  driver’s  chagrin,  to  be  an  adult 
Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator.  The 
weather  was  hardly  Mediterranean  on  20th 
when  a Lesser  Grey  Shrike  L.  minor 
appeared  at  Aberdaron  (Gwynedd),  remain- 
ing for  at  least  a week  (plates  13  & 14). 

(Very)  scarce  migrants 

Away  from  Fair  Isle,  there  were  Scarlet 
Rosefinches  Carpodacus  erythrinus  on  Beachy 
Head,  Scilly  and  Cape  Clear.  The  last  two 
localities  each  held  an  immature  Rose- 
coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus  in  the  first 
half  of  the  month,  and  most  of  the  rather  few 


32 


Recent  reports 


Red-breasted  Flycatchers  Ficedula  parva 
reported.  After  the  strong  showing  in 
September,  there  were  single  Wrynecks  Jynx 
torquilla  on  Scilly  and  Cape  Clear,  and, 
similarly,  Barred  Warblers  Sylvia  nisoria, 
plus  a few  others  elsewhere. 

A handful  of  Bluethroats  Luscinia  svecica 
included  one  trapped  on  Copeland  Island 
(Co.  Down)  on  10th,  and  Hippolais  warblers 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence — -just  one 
Icterine  Warbler  H.  icterina  on  St  Mary’s 
from  12th  for  a week  and  another  at  Hod- 
barrow  (Cumbria)  on  11th  (the  fourth 
county  record)!  A few  lingering  Red-backed 
Shrikes  Lanius  collurio  included  an  interest- 
ing individual  at  Nanquidno  (Cornwall)  on 
10th,  showing  some  features  of  Isabelline 
Shrike  L.  isabellinus.  A scatter  of  Richard’s 
Pipits  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  included  one  at 


Whiteford  Burrows  (West  Glamorgan)  on 
12th,  and  up  to  four  at  one  time  on  Scilly, 
where  a Tawny  Pipit  A.  carnpestris  was  also 
reported  on  10th.  Seven  Shore  Larks 
Eremophila  alpestris  had  returned  to  Blakeney 
Point  on  18th:  less  usual  were  singles  at 
Covenham  Reservoir  (Lincolnshire)  (plate 
6)  and  Portland.  It  may  be  worth  noting  that 
Spurn  reported:  'Probably  the  worst  October 
ever,  with  hardly  any  common  migrants.’ 

Winter  birds 

The  good  migration  conditions  throughout 
September  allowed  the  early  arrival  of  many 
wildfowl.  Barnacle  Geese  Branta  leucopsis  on 
Islay  (Strathclyde),  and  White-fronted 
Geese  Anser  albifrons  of  the  Greenland  race 
Jiavirostris  in  the  Western  Isles  in  early 
September  were  both  a month  early,  while 
10,300  of  the  former  had  amassed  at  Gaer- 
laverock  (Dumfries  & Galloway)  by  mid 
October.  Lough  Foyle  (Co.  Londonderry) 
held  a magnificent  1,100  Whooper  Swans 
Cygnus  cygnus  by  17th  and  there  was  also  a 
record  count  of  284  on  Loch  Spiggie  (Shet- 
land) mid  month.  A counter  attraction  to  the 
Pink-footed  Geese  Anser  brachyrhynchus  at 
Martin  Mere  (Lancashire)  were  ten  Hen 
Harriers  Circus  cyaneus. 

Unusual  numbers  for  Ireland  of  Long- 
tailed Ducks  Clangu/a  hyernalis  were  seen 
during  seawatching  off  the  north  coast  in  the 
gales  late  in  the  month,  including  12  past 

4 & 5.  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris 
pusilla , Scilly,  October  1986  (David  Tipling) 
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Ramore  Head  (Co  Antrim)  on  25th.  A drake 
Surf  Scoter  Melamtta  perspicillata  on 
Draycote  Reservoir  (Warwickshire)  on  26th 
was  not  unprecedented  inland  in  recent 
years,  following  a typical  record  of  one  on 
Cnst  (Shetland)  at  the  start  ol  the  month. 
Returning  in  September  for  another  winter 
was  the  drake  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya 
col  tans  at  f rim  ley  (Surrey).  Ol  uncertain 
origin  were  a drake  Ferruginous  Duck  .4. 
nyroca  at  Oxford  Island,  Lough  Neagh  (Co. 
Armagh)  from  21st  to  26th,  and  a drake 
American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  at 
I ringford  Reservoir  (Hertfordshire)  from 
about  19th.  There  can  be  no  doubts,  how- 
ever. attached  to  Fair  Isle’s  first  of  this 
species  from  21st  September,  which  was 
trapped  and  found  to  be  wearing  a 
Washington  DC  ring.  Also  of  presumed  wild 
origin  must  be  the  birds  on  Tresco  from  9th 
and  Ballycotton  (Co.  Cork)  on  26th,  as  well 
as  two  Blue-winged  Teals  A.  discors  on 
North  Ronaldsay  for  much  of  September, 
and  an  immature  on  Cape  Clear  Island  from 
late  September  to  14th. 

A wandering  Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 
graced  Scilly  for  a few  days  early  in  the 
month,  and  southwest  England  is  now  rival- 
ling the  Northern  Isles  for  Gyrfalcons  Fa/co 
rusticolus,  with  one  seen  at  Rame  Head 
(Cornwall)  on  1 7th. 

Notable  by  their  apparent  absence  were 
Short-eared  Owls  Asia  flammeus  with,  for 
example,  only  one  all  month  at  Sandwich 
Bay  (Kent). 


Waders  large  and  small 

A Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  flying  south  over 
Hornsea  Mere  (Humberside)  on  30th  Sep- 
tember may  have  been  the  bird  later  found  at 
North  Hykeham  (Lincolnshire)  (plates 
17-19),  while  another  turned  up  at  Stranraer 
(Dumfries  & Galloway)  early  in  October  and 
stayed  all  month,  and  there  was  a late  report 
from  Norfolk.  A Purple  Heron  Ardea 
purpurea  made  a brief  appearance  on  Scilly 

7.  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macu/aria. 
Hampshire,  October  1986  ( Tony  Croucher) 
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around  1st,  as  did  five  Glossy  Ibises  Plegadis 
Jalcinellus  on  8th  and  on  the  Hayle  (Cornwall) 
(plate  12).  Further  individuals,  or  birds  from 
this  flock,  were  seen  subsequently  elsewhere 
in  southwest  England,  including  the  Exe 
Estuary  and  Slapton  (Devon),  and  Bude 
(Cornwall).  On  6th  and  7th  there  was  also 
one  at  Dungeness  and,  further  north,  the 
Holm  individual  stayed  all  month,  and 
another  was  found  in  Aberdeenshire.  A 
Crane  Grus  grus  was  at  Dungeness  from  7th 
to  9th. 

A Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  at 
Titchfield  Haven  (Hampshire)  all  month 
(plate  7)  was  accompanied  early  on  by  two 
Spoonbills  Plalalea  leucorodia  and,  from  1 7th, 
by  a Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria, 
which  also  favoured  Lee-on-Solent  airfield. 
Other  companionable  birds  were  the  long- 
staying  Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limno- 
dromus  scolopaceus  and,  mid  month,  a 
Collared  Pratincole  Glareola  pralincola  on 
the  Camel  Estuary  (Cornwall);  and  two 
juvenile  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  Calidns 
pusilla  on  St  Mary’s,  though  not  together,  one 
from  1st  to  9th,  the  second,  long-billed, 
individual  from  5th  to  about  21st  (plates  4 & 

5). 

A Baird’s  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii  remained 
on  Teesmouth  (Cleveland)  to  at  least  3rd, 
another  was  seen  at  Warsash  (Hampshire) 
on  7th,  an  adult  American  Golden  Plover 
Pluvialis  dominica  was  on  The  Mullet  (Co. 
Mayo)  on  6th,  whilst  a juvenile  remained  at 
Rosscarberry  (Co.  Cork)  from  12th  to  19th. 
The  only  other  American  waders  in  Ireland 
were  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaroptis 
tricolor  at  Ballycotton  on  10th,  and  two 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  in  Co.  Kerry.  Eight 
further  Pecs  were  reported  in  England  and 
Scotland,  including  one  at  Spey  Bay 
(Grampian)  on  22nd,  but  the  month’s  star 
wader,  suffering  slightly  from  overexposure 


in  recent  years,  must  be  the  Upland  Sand- 
piper Bartramia  longicauda  on  St  Mary  ’s  from 
23rd  (plates  8-10).  The  only  Great  Snipe 
Gallinago  media  reported  was  in  North 
Ronaldsay  on  13th.  Four  Kentish  Plovers 
Charadrius  alexandnnus  appeared  together  on 
Jersey  in  mid  September,  a Dotterel  C. 
morinellus  frequented  Hook  Head  (Co. 
Wexford)  for  several  days  around  9th  and 
another  was  seen  at  Spurn  on  19th.  The  gales 
of  25th  brought  several  Grey  Phalaropes  P. 
fulicarius  past  the  seawatchers  at  St  Ives 
(Cornwall),  and  Ramore  Head. 

A Spotted  Crake  Porgana  porgana  at 
Cresswell  Pond  (Northumberland)  re- 
mained into  October;  others  were  found  at 
the  end  of  September  at  Barnsley  (South 
Yorkshire)  and  Par  (Cornwall),  and  the  last 
one  reported  was  at  Grouville  Marsh,  Jersey  , 
on  5th.  Several  migrant  Corncrakes  Crexcrex 
passed  through  Scilly,  but  all  were  typically 
elusive  (if  not  impossible!)  to  see. 

Seawatching 

The  highest  count  of  Sooty  Shearwaters 
Pujfinus  griseus  reported  was  1 ,200  off  Bridges 
of  Ross  (Co.  Clare)  at  the  start  of  the  month, 
though  70  off  Fair  Isle  on  16th  was  a high 
count  there  so  late  in  the  season.  A single 
Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 
passed  Cape  Clear  Island  on  13th,  on  which 
day  there  was  also  a small  shearwater, 
probably  Little  P.  assimilis.  Good  numbers  of 
Storm  Petrels  Hydrobates  pelagicus  remained 
late  in  Irish  waters,  with  200  past  Ramore 
Head  on  22nd,  and  Leach’s  Petrels  Oceano- 
droma  leucorhoa , too,  showed  well  late  in  the 
month,  with  high  counts  on  25th  of  20  past 
Ramore  Head,  and  30  ofT  Hilbre  Island 
(Merseyside)  (plate  11).  The  same  day,  100 
plus  Bonxies  Stercorarius  skua  passed  St  Ives, 
along  w ith  more  than  40  Pomarine  Skuas  5. 
pomarinus,  and  there  were  30  Pomarines  off 


11.  Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa , Merseyside,  October  1986  (Steve  Young ) 
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the  north  Irish  coast  between  Malin  Head 
(Co.  Donegal)  and  Ramore  Head.  The  only 
Long-tailed  Skuas  S.  longicaudus  appeared 
on  Fair  Isle  on  11th  and  at  Spurn  on  14th, 
and  there  was  a wide  scatter  of  Little  Auks 
Alle  alle  in  the  last  week.  Single  Sabine’s 
Gulls  Larus sabini  were  seen  ofi'Spurn  on  23rd 
and  24th  and  off  St  Ives  and  Bridges  of  Ross 
on  25th,  completing  a very  poor  autumn  for 
this  species.  By  contrast,  Spurn  recorded 
phenomenal  numbers  of  Little  Gulls  L. 
minutus  from  21st  onwards,  with  between  94 
and  659  daily. 

Laughing  Gulls  L.  atricilla  in  Wexford 
Harbour  (Co.  W exford)  on  21st  and  St 
Mary’s  on  26th  were  likely  new  arrivals,  but 
the  Newcastle  (Tyne  & Wear)  adult  returned 
on  25th  September  for  its  third  winter.  A 
first-year  Iceland  Gull  L.  glaucoides  was  at 
Shrove  (Co.  Donegal)  on  25th,  and  several 
Glaucous  Gulls  L.  hyperboreus  included  three 
birds  at  Cape  Clear  Island,  where  the  species 
is  normally  scarce.  An  adult  Ring-billed 
Gull  L.  delawarensis  at  Groomsport  (Co. 
Down)  on  30th  is  the  first  reported  for  some 
time. 

A Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  on  the  west 
Kerry  coast  on  6th  was  unseasonal,  unlike 
the  now  expected  Forster’s  Tern  S.forsteri  at 
Point  of  Ayr  (Clwyd)  on  27th  and  28th  Sep- 
tember (plate  20),  Abergele  (Clwyd)  on  7th, 
and  Penmon  Point,  Anglesey  (Gwynedd) 
from  about  25th,  all  presumably  relating  to 
the  same  individual.  Finally,  a White-billed 
Diver  Gavia  adamsii  appeared  off  Cley 
(Norfolk)  on  4th  and  again  on  17th.  Will  it 
reappear? 

Recent  rarities  decisions 

Taxonomic  reviews  have  recently  been 


carried  out  *on  Lesser  Golden  Plover 

Pluvialis  dominica.  Herring  Gull  Larus 
argentatus  and  Rock  Pipit  An  thus  spinoletla. 
Lesser  Golden  Plover  has  been  split,  in 
accordance  with  its  originally  acknowledged 
two  races,  into  American  Golden  Plover 
Pluvialis  dominica  and  Pacific  Golden  Plover 
P.Julva.  No  taxonomic  change  is  currently 
proposed  for  Herring  Gull  with  regard  to  the 
yellow-legged  races  L.  a michahellist  cachinnans. 
The  rapidly  changing  position  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  however,  is  being  monitored,  and 
there  may  soon  be  a better  basis  for  making  a 
decision.  Rock  Pipit  has  been  split  into  three 
species:  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus,  Water 
Pipit  A.  spinoletla  and  American  Pipit  A. 
rubescens.  The  colloquially-named  ‘Scandi- 
navian Rock  Pipit’  A.  p.  littoralis  remains  a 
race  of  Rock  Pipit.  Papers  by  Dr  Alan  Knox 
explaining  the  reasons  behind  these  plover 
and  pipit  changes  will  be  published  in  British 
Birds  shortly. 

Two  records  have  resulted  in  the  species 
involved  attaining  Gategory  A status  on  the 
British  and  Irish  list:  White-throated 

Robin  Irania  gutturalis  at  Calf  of  Man  in  June 
1983,  and  Cliff  Swallow  Hirundo  pyrrhonola 
on  St  Agnes  and  St  Mary’s  (Scilly)  in 
October  1983. 

Latest  news 

Early  December  was  very  quiet,  with  only 
one  report  of  Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius 
excubitor,  from  Felixstowe  (Suffolk),  where 
there  was  also  a Mediterranean  Gull  Larus 
melanocephalus  and  the  November  Red- 
breasted Goose  Branta  ruftcollis.  Wildfowl 
also  included  Ring-necked  Duck  at  Frimley 
and  two  American  Wigeons  at  Hanningfield 
Reservoir  (Essex). 


12.  Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus,  Cornwall.  October  1986  ( Graham  Sutton) 
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13  & 14.  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  minor, 
Gwynedd,  October  1986  ( above  left,  Steve 
Young;  top  right,  Richard  G.  Smith ) 


15  & 16.  Little  Bunting  Emberiga  pusilla, 
St  illy . October  1986  (David  Tipling) 
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20.  Above,  Forster’s  Fern  Sterna Jorsteri , Clwyd,  October  1986  ( Steve  Young) 

17-19.  Left-hand  page,  Cattle  Kgret  Bubulcus  ibis,  Lincolnshire,  October  1986  (Keith  Atkin) 


Monthly  marathon 

In  this  competition,  British  Birds  subscribers  can 
win  a SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holiday  to 
North  America,  or  Africa,  or  Southeast  Asia.  The 
aim  is  to  beat  all  other  competitors  by  identifying 
correctly  at  least  ten  consecutive  photographs. 

The  readers  of  British  Birds  clearly  know  their 
waders  pretty  well,  even  if — as  with  the  one  in 
plate  268  in  the  October  1986  issue — the  bird  is 
standing  in  an  awkward  position,  with  most  plumage  features  concealed. 
‘Monthly  marathon’  entrants  identified  this  bird  as: 

Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax  (85%) 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola  (8%) 

Long-toed  Stint  Calidris  subminuta  (3%) 

There  were  also  a few  entries  naming  it  as  Knot  C.  canutus,  White-rumped  Sandpiper  C. 
Juscicollis,  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  C.  acuminata,  Curlew  Sandpiper  C.Jerruginea.  Stilt  Sandpiper 
Micropalama  himantopus.  Redshank  T.  totanus,  Greenshank  T.  nebu/aria  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs  T. 
Jtavipes. 

Ruff  was  the  correct  answer,  this  juvenile  (female  on  size)  being  photo- 
graphed by  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler  on  Anglesey  in  August  1977.  After  this  fourth 
photograph  in  the  series,  a total  of  67  entrants  have  got  all  four  right,  and  a 
further  1 1 have  notched  up  three  in  a row,  with  numbers  2 to  4 correct.  We 
think  that  numbers  5 and  6 (Brit.  Birds  79:  608,  plate  305;  682,  plate  359) 
were  both  more  difficult  than  this  Ruff,  so  some  of  the  leading  bunch  of 
contenders  for  the  free  SUNBIRD  holiday  may  well  fall  by  the  wayside.  It  is 


Sponsored  by 


40  Monthly  marathon 

certainly  worthwhile  entering  the  competition  even  if  you  start  now,  with 
number  7 (plate  21,  below).  Some  are  easy,  but  some  others  which  we  have 
lined  up  are  real  stinkers!  The  winner  will  really  deserve  his  or  her  free 
SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holiday  in  North  America,  Africa  or  Southeast 
Asia.  Enter  now!  (But  please  read  the  rules  first.) 

Finally,  some  advice.  Every  month,  a dozen-or-so  correct  answers  arrive 
ajt'er  the  closing  date.  We  do  suggest  that  entrants  do  not  play  brinkman- 
ship: ‘post  early  to  avoid  disappointment'. 

RULES 

1 . Only  current  individual  subscribers  to  British  Birds  are  eligible  to  take  part.  Only  one  entry  is  permitted 
per  person  each  month. 

2.  Kntries  must  be  sent  bv  post,  each  one  on  a separate  postcard,  and  be  received  at  the  British  Birds  Editorial 
Office  (Monthly  marathon.  Fountains.  Park  I-ane.  Blunham.  Bedford  MK44:iN|)  by  15th  of  succeeding 
month.  Every  care  will  be  taken,  but,  even  if  negligence  is  inv  olved,  no  responsibility  can  be  accepted  for 
non-delivery,  non-receipt  or  accidental  loss  of  entries. 

3.  All  'BB'  subscribers  are  eligible,  except  members  of  the  Editorial  Board  and  staff  of  British  Birds,  Directors 
and  members  of  staff  of  SUNBIRD/WINGS  holidays,  and  Directors  and  members  of  staff  of  our  printers. 
Newnorth-Burt  Ltd.  (Members  of  ‘BB’  Notes  Panels,  the  Rarities  Committee,  and  other  voluntary 
contributors— including  bird-photographers,  even  if  one  of  their  photographs  is  used  in  the 
competition — are  eligible  unless  proscribed  above.) 

4.  To  win,  a British  Birds  subscriber  must  correctly  identify  the  species  shown  in  ten  consecutive  photographs 
included  in  this  competition.  The  ‘Monthly  marathon'  will  continue  until  the  prize  has  been  won. 

5.  In  the  unlikely  event  of  two  or  more  'BB'  subscribers  achieving  the  ten-in-a-row  simultaneously,  the 
competition  will  continue  each  month  until  one  of  them  (or  someone  else!)  achieves  a longer  run  of  correct 
entries  than  any  other  contestant. 

6.  In  the  event  of  any  dispute,  including  controversy  over  the  identity  of  any  of  the  birds  in  the  photographs, 
the  decision  of  the  Managing  Editor  of  British  Birds  is  final  and  binding  on  all  parties. 

7.  No  correspondence  can  be  entered  into  concerning  this  competition. 

8.  The  name  and  address  of  the  winner  will  be  announced  in  British  Birds. 


21.  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  7.  Identify  the  species.  Rules  are 
given  above.  Send  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK.44  3NJ  to  arrive  by  15th  February  1987 


If  you  enjoy  watching  birds, 
the  American  Birding  Association 
may  be  just  what  you've  been 

looking  for. 


Birding  is 
O fun 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


relaxing 
educational 
a hobby 
a sport 
n for  the  individual 
^ for  the  whole  family 


READER'S  DIGEST 
referred  to  birding  as 
"a  sport  for  all  seasons” 


In  its  most  basic  form,  birding  is 
simply  the  enjoyment  of  watching 
birds.  The  next  level  of  involvement 
is  being  able  to  identify  the  birds  that 
you  are  watching.  And  once  you  have 
learned  the  birds  in  your  yard,  the 
intrigue  lies  in  finding  new  birds. 

You  can  stop  at  any  level  and 
enjoy  its  pleasures  forever. 

But  watch  out!  Once  you’re  hooked, 
it’s  very  hard  to  stop! 

In  a national  survey,  more  than 
11,000,000  Americans  of  all  ages 
admitted  to  being  bird-watchers. 

What  is  birding’s  appeal? 

JOIN  ABA  AND  FIND  OUT! 


OTCi 


"Birders  who  wish  to  keep 
up  to  date  should  sub- 
scribe to  Birding.  A must." 

— Roger  Tory  Peterson 


Special 
introductory 
membership: 

$18* 

per  year. 

* U.S.  Funds 


APPLICATION  for  ABA  Membership 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  the  calendar  year  19_ 
Name 


Address 
City 


State- 


-Zip- 


- ,<fr 

o 


Send  to  American  Birding  Association,  Box  4335,  Austin,  TX  78765.  Q 
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A NEW  BOOK  ON  NAVIGATIONAL  MECHANISM  IN  BIRDS 


THE  FOREVER  AEROPLANE 

byJ.T.  C.  RANKINE 


The  author  discusses  the  problem  of 
how  a migrating  animal  can  accurately 
locate  its  destination  by  imagining 
what  would  be  needed  to  make  a 
machine  achieve  the  same  end.  A 
small  computer  is  mentally  placed  in  a 
model  glider  and  attached  to  sensing 
devices  By  comparing  this  device  to 
the  behaviour  observed  in  birds  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  informa- 
tion can  be  deduced.  It  would  seem 
indeed  that  approximate  navigation  to 
within  a couple  of  hundred  kilometres 
is  rather  easy.  To  further  decide  how 
to  increase  the  accuracy  to  about  ten 
kilometres  Dr  Rankine  considers  the 
problem  of  the  homing  pigeon  and  is 
able  to  show  that  to  obtain  the  desired 
accuracy  there  must  be  a release  site 
bias  of  some  type  Interpretation  of 
existing  published  data  on  pigeon 
experimentation  in  the  light  of  the 
chosen  model  also  suggests  that 


there  is  a deficiency  in  clock  shifting 
experiment  design.  At  all  events  a 
model  plane  can  be  plausibly  imagined 
to  get  within  ten  kilometres  of  a target 
without  yet  having  to  postulate  any- 
thing that  is  impossible  to  fit  inside  a 
bird. 

There  is  necessarily  a good  deal  of 
mechanical  discussion  in  the  book 
together  with  a small  amount  of 
mathematics.  Perhaps  a quarter  of  the 
book  might  be  a little  indigestible  to 
biologists  A fuller  description  may  be 
had  on  receipt  of  a stamped  addressed 
envelope  23  x 1 0 cm. 

Technical,  Soft  Cover.  Approx  250  pp  of  which 
96  pp  are  full  page  line  drawings.  20'/2  x 1 3 cm. 

Twelve  chapters  of  which  three  are  wholly  or 
partly  to  do  with  deciding  which  bits  of 
machinery  are  incompatible  with  animal 
behaviour.  Figures  are  gathered  together  at  the 
end  of  each  chapter. 

A separate  edition  will  be  published  in  the  USA 

shortly.  (D754) 


Terms:  Cash  with  order,  cheques,  P.O.  or  Giro  (661  -2628).  Overseas 
orders:  Please  convert  the  relevant  overseas  price  to  your  local  currency 
and  send  a cheque  or  a Giro  transfer.  European  Price  £8.50.  Deepseas 
Price  £10.50  which  includes  despatch  by  air. 


Price  £7.50 


TUTORBROOK  LTD.,  8 FRECKLETON  STREET,  KIRKHAM,  PRESTON  PR4  2SP  U.K. 


with 

JOHN  Q 
GOODERS  / 

Ranked  “EXCELLENT” 
by  British  Birds 

Coto  Donana  & Andalucia 

Raptor  Migration  at  Gibraltar 
Cranes  & Sea  Eagles  in  France 

Dutch  Wild  Goose  Chase 
Migration  in  Majorca 
Flevoland  and  Flanders 
Cyprus  in  Autumn 
Portugal  & Spain 
Tunisia:  Marshes  and  Desert 
The  French  Argonne 
Eilat:  March  Migration 


Lattenden’s  Farm  , Ashburnham,  S 
Battle,  E.  Sussex  Tel:  (0323)  833245  q 


by  Kenneth  IV.  Perry 


Ken  Perry’s  monograph  of  this  fascinating 
species  is  based  on  twenty-five  years 
research  and  fieldwork. 

It  draws  on  his  wide  knowledge  of  the 
species  and  that  of  other  workers  in  the  British 
Isles  and  abroad. 

The  chapters  cover:  distribution,  plumage 
and  moult,  song,  courtship  and  display, 
behaviour,  food,  the  breeding  season  and 
nest-building.  Comparisons  are  made 
throughout  with  other  races  of  the  Dipper. 

Privately  published  by  the  Author.  Size  A4. 
18  Full  colour  plates  68  B/W  photos,  142 
pages,  8 maps. 

Published  in  December  1 986. 

Price  Stg  £13.95  plus  £1.00  P/P  only 
available  by  Mail  Order  from  K.  W.  Perry,  3 
Limavady  Road,  Waterside,  Londonderry, 
Co.  Derry  BT471JU. 

Discount  Stg  £2.00  for  all  orders  before 
28th  February  1 987.  (Dll  2) 
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/ Turkey  Greece  • Austria* Sri  Lanka 'Thailand 


&Wildlil 

Holidays  foe  the  discerning  naturalist 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 


We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  offer  exclusive  small 


group  tours. 

CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 
18  days  May  £865 

EASTERN  TURKEY 


19days  May  & June  £950 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 
16  daysj  une  & August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHOROUS 
MIGRATION 


18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  September  £550 

SRI  LANKA21  daysjanuary  £995 

VENEZUELA21  days  February  £1,650 


Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  for  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D768) 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 

Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby.  Tel: 
064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite,  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
‘Highground’  AA/RA( ) listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ( BB47) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  lor 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching,  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  Flane- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  £35. 
T wo  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.”  (BB48) 

continued  on  page  xviii 


BOOK  A UCTION  SALE 
24th-25th  February  1987 

ORNITHOLOGY 

an  extensive, 
international  library 

Illutrated  catalogue  ( 10  guilders) 
on  request 

J.  L.  BEIJERS 
Achter  Sint  Pieter  140 
NL  3512  HT  UTRECHT 

Tel:  030  310958  Giro  7245 

(D103) 


Come  with  us  to  see  the 
birds  of  Britain  and  the  world. 
Our  expert  tutors  will  help 
you  make  the  most  of 
your  bird  watching. 

Our  current  programme  includes 

* Birds  of  the  Fame  Islands 

and  Cheviots 

* Birdwatching  weekends  at 
Gibraltar  Point  Reid  Station 

* Birds  of  the  Western  USA 
* Weather  and  Bird  Migration 

* Bird  Study  for  Beginners 

Send  for  our  free  brochure  to  s 

— o 

University  of  Nottingham.  Room  106,  — 

14  Shakespeare  Street  Nottingham  NG1 4FJ. 
Telephone:  (0602)  473022.  (24  hours) 
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H OLID  A Y A CCOMMODA  TION 


Churehwood' 

South  Devon  £ 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins* 

■ Set  In  coastal 
preservation  area  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty 

■ Adjoining  NT.  land  and  near'several  I 
houses  ■ Easy  reach  Historic  Plymouth 

■ Good  walking,  riding,  sailing,  fishing 
and  diving  ■ Bird-watching  and  wildlife 

■ Minimum  commercialisation  ■ Personal 
attention  ■ Corporate 
members  of  R.S.P.B. 

Colour  brochure  from 

If  (0752) 862382 (24hr). 
’J  Churehwood,  pr 
Wembury  Bay,  ” 
Plymouth,  =9 

.Devon  PL9  ODZ. ' 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Derek  and  Mary  Scofield 
welcome  you  to  their  comfortable  family  guest 
house,  situated  on  the  shore  with  unrivalled 
views.  We  offer  a happy  atmosphere,  home 
cooking  and  a select  wine  list.  Ideal  for  spring  and 
autumn  birdwatching.  Send  stamp  for  brochure 
to  Beachfield  House,  St.  Mary’s.  Book  Now  for 
October.  Tel:  0720  22463.  (BB654) 


EDGE  LOCH  GARTEN  RESERVE.  Spacious 
mobile  home.  2 bedrooms,  shower,  WC,  elec,  gas, 
private  burnside  site.  6-8  berths.  Pott,  Tulloch 
Moor,  Nethybridge  PH25  3EF.  Tel:  047  983  227. 

(BB10) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB20) 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Hunworth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BB1 1) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Award-winning  cottages 
in  beautiful  rural  location.  Sleeps  2-6.  Pets 
welcome.  Brochure:  Mrs  Woodruff,  Cilrhiw, 
Narberth.  Tel:  083  483  657.  (BB16) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm 
self-catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 CH  flats  in 
16thC  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB938) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mmcarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB589) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 warm 
comfortable  Hats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Calgary.  Tel: 
068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  ( BB945) 


GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats. 
Details  send  28p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  I homson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  ( BB902) 

SEE  PUFFINS,  skuas,  seals  and  a lot  more. 
Private  boat  takes  you  among  otherwise 
inaccessible  colonies.  A nature-lover’s  dream. 
Full  board  in  castle,  or  self-catering  cottages. 
Send  for  details:  Balfour  Castle,  Shapinsay, 
Orkney.  Tel:  085  671  282.  (BB944) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  v illage. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84  264. 

(BB19) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Self-contained,  self-catering 
apartments,  sleep  4-8.  Birdwatching,  fishing,, 
walking,  spacious  beaches.  Special  terms  for 
short  winter  breaks.  Contact  Catriona  Bell, 
Knocklearach,  Ballygrant,  Islay,  Argyll  0496  84 
209.  (BB925) 

HOLMERE  HALL  HOTEL,  Carnforth,  N. 
Lancs.  Ideally  situated  for  easy  access  to  Leighton 
Moss.  Small,  cosy  and  friendly.  Full  range  of 
meals  at  reasonable  prices.  Reservations  and 
enquiries:  0524  735353.  Sae  for  brochure. 

(BB919) 

WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Warm  welcome. 
B&B/EM  optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and 
coffee  facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award. 
Pets  welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Fastdene,  Northfield 
Lane,  d el:  0328  710381.  (BB909) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford 662.  (BB961) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  8). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB852) 

LLANDUDNO.  Ideal  centre  for  spring  bird- 
watching in  North  Wales.  (April,  May,  June). 
Proprietor  is  a member  of  Cambrian  Ornithologi- 
cal Society.  Advice  given  on  best  bird  watching 
areas.  Guest  house  highly  recommended.  B&B 
and  FM  £10.50,  B&B  £7.25.  Details  from 
Knowles,  Hollvbank,  9 David’s  Place,  Llandudno, 
Gwynedd.  SAE  please,  l ei:  0492  78521.  (BB934) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 
cottage.  4 miles  Blakeney.  Sleeps  4.  Tel:  0.32875 
539.  (BB874) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  F.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942.(BB91 1) 

BETWEEN  KENDAL/WINDERMERE.  17th 
century  manor  house  in  own  grounds  overlooking 
River  Kent.  Dinner,  B&B,  £19  per  person.  SAF 
for  details:  Aitken,  High  Hundhowe,  Kendal 
LAS  9AB.  Tel:  0539  22707.  (BB887) 
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The  Park  Hotel 


West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061-625  9319 

(BB25) 


DISCOVER  THE  BEAUTY  of  Pembrokeshire 
— spectacular  coastal  scenery,  wild  moorland, 
offshore  island  rich  in  hirdlife.  Small  family-run 
hotel  close  coastal  path,  specialises  short  or 
longer  breaks.  All  rooms  bath,  colour  TV,  central 
heating,  tea-making  facilities.  Four-poster  and 
separate  family  suite.  Acclaimed  country  cuisine 
and  seafood  specialities.  S/c  flatlet  at  Solva, 
sleeps  2.  Grove  Hotel,  St  Davids,  Pembrokeshire, 
Dyfed.  Tel:  0437  720341 . ( BB897) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes,  SAE  please:  Tourist 
Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness-shire. 

. (BB903) 

COASTAL  COTTAGES  of  Pembrokeshire, 
Abercastle.  Pembrokeshire  National  Park.  100 
warm  and  well  ec|tiipped  owners’  cottages, 
mostly  within  sight  and  sound  of  sea  and  seals  on 
Britain’s  most  beautiful  and  natural  coastline. 
Available  all  year  from  £60  per  week.  Pel: 
034  83  742.  (BB604) 

LORD  MELCHETT’S  Bunkhouse  Bam:  Court- 
yard farm,  Ringstead.  Holme/  1 itchwell  4 miles. 
Converted  farm  building,  12  bunk-beds,  hot 
showers,  electric  hob;  bring  sleeping  bag.  Only 
£2.50  per  night.  Tel:  048  525  369.  (BB899) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Phone 
Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations. 

(BB673) 

CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Pel:  0309  72505.  (BB900) 

ISLE  OF  COLONSAY  HOTEL,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (private  bath)  from  £25. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Pel:  095  12  316.  (BB747) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  wireless,  telephone  and  tea/coffee 
making  facilities.  Full  licensed.  Brochure  and 
tariff  from  Norman  or  Elaine  Osborne,  Lochside 
Hotel,  Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  71. B. 
Tel:  Bowmore  (049  681)  244/265.  (BB689) 

PEMBROKESHIRE  comfortable  country 
guest  house  close  to  coastal  path  and  bird 
sanctuaries — between  Fishguard  and  St  Davids. 
Bb&cm — vegetarian  available.  Central  heating 
and  3 bath/shower  rooms.  “HIGH  ROOST". 
Mathry,  Haverfordwest.  Dyfed  SA62  5HD,  or 
phone  034-83  695.  (BB898) 


ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Perfect 
situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming  village. 
Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at  Gruinart. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba  Holiday 
Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll. 
Tel:  049  685/208.  (BB791 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  .Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  ' BB790) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  taann-l.ua  Guest  House. 
Grantown-on-Spey . Located  in  one  ot  the  finest 
birdwatching  areas  in  the  highlands.  B&B.  home 
cooked  dinner  available.  Central  heating,  dry  ing 
room.  TV  lounge.  For  details  contact  Mr  & Mrs 
A.  Logan.  Tel:  (0479)  2197.  (BB9I7) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country  . Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  l<>od. 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter.  Ncuaddlas'. 
Tregaron.  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  < BB936) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S t flat,  sleeps  t>.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensiv  e.  Details:  T el:  076  94  214. 

( BB861 ) 

SOUTH  STACK.  Holyhead.  Tan-y-Cytiau 
country  guest  house.  Dinner/bed/breakfast. 
Home  cooking,  fresh  produce.  Views  over  cliffs. 
Tel:  Keating,  0407  2763.  Also  self-catering 
cottage  available.  (BB904) 

WEST  DORSET.  Bungalow  , sleeps  4.  Fouric. 
Larks  Hev.  Duck  Street,  Chideock.  1 el:  0297 
89573.  (BB933) 

SARK:  discover  the  w ildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark.  Channel  Isles.  (BB660) 
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FLUSHING,  CORNWALL 

Delightful  harbourside  cottage.  Central  heating. 
Linen.  Every  comfort.  Well  situated  lor  north  and 
south  coasts. 

Kaye,  64  Vicarage  Court,  Vicarage  Gate,  — 
London  W8.  Telephone:  01-937  4744 


COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  sell- 
catering,  available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

NEAR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6/7.  Fully  equipped  and  linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham:  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6pm. 

(BB701) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries. 
6 miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

ORCHARD  HOUSE,  THORNHAM,  NAY 

Norfolk.  B&B  (opt  EM)  and  self-catering 
accommodation.  Delightfully  situated  for  all 
reserves.  Tel:  (048526)  259.  (BB954) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  two  cottages 
to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  42 1 . (BB564) 

NT  COUNTRYSIDE.  Special  walking  and 
wildlife  holidays.  B&B  and  EM  3 day  breaks 
£39.00,  weekly  £89.50.  Brochure:  056  885  276, 
Green  Haven  Guest  House,  Lucton,  Leominster, 
Herefordshire  H R6  9PN.  ( BB955) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 

NESTLING  IN  QUIET  Whiteadder  Valley  in 
Lammermuir  Hills,  farm  cottage  sleeps  5 and 
baby,  trout  fishing  included,  Prentice,  Cockburn 
Mill,  Duns,  Berwickshire.  (BB941) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seavicw  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors, Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details  or 
telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720  22327. 

(BB915) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 


KITE  COUNTRY  — beautiful  stone  cottages 
on  private  woodland  estate.  Wood-burning 
stoves.  Sleep  2-12.  All  year.  No  pets.  'I'rallwm, 
Abergwesyn,  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Powys.  Mrs 
Johnson.  Tel:  (059  13)  229.  (BB792' 

1 5thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Here- 
ford amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  CH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Holt,  The  Lawns  Hotel. 
Central  and  ideally  situated  for  birdwatchers. 
The  hotel  is  comfortable  with  large  centrally 
healed  rooms,  the  food  is  excellent,  catering  for 
vegetarians  also.  Only  4 miles  from  sea.  We 
oiler  a two  day  bargain  break  of  BB  & D at  £34 
per  person.  Tel:  0263  713390.  (BB960) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  To  let  comfortable  holiday 
bungalow  with  storage  heating,  sleeps  6 in  3 
bedrooms,  fully  equipped.  Ideally  situated  for 
birdwatching  (overlooks  new  RSPB  reserve, 
including  main  roost  for  barnacle  geese),  fishing, 
hillwalking,  sandy  beaches  within  easy  reach. 
Apply  to:  Mrs  J.  Archibald,  Craigens,  Gruinart, 
Islay,  Argyll  PA44  7PW.  'Eel:  049  685  256. 

(BB914) 

SUTHERLAND,  LOCH  FLEET.  W arm,  com- 
fortable, clean  house,  sleeps  seven.  McCall, 
Culmaily  Farm,  Golspie  KW10  6TA.  Tel:  04083 
3275.  (BB905) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas,  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper 
Warlingham  (088-32)  2013.  (BB688) 

ELLARY  ESTATE— MOST  ATTRACTIVE 

choice  of  self-catering  cottages  and  chalets 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Caolisport.  While 
you  are  at  Ellary  you  are  free  to  go  wherever  you 
please.  There  are  hill  walks,  many  lochs  and 
burns  where  you  can  fish,  numerous  wildlife, 
birds,  flowers,  etc.  The  perfect  location  for  the 
true  country  lover.  For  full  colour  brochure 
please  write  to:  The  Booking  Office,  Ellary  7, 
Lochgilphead,  Argyll  PA31  8PA.  Tel:  08803 
232/209  or  054685  223.  ( B B953) 

DARTMOUTH — relaxing  holidays,  beautiful 
River  Dart,  National  Trust  coast  and  Dartmoor. 
Choice  of  fully  self-contained  properties. 
Brochure:  Powell,  20  South  Town,  Dartmouth. 
Tel:  2638.  (BB950) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish,  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB916) 
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GARA  ROCK  HOTEL 
East  Portlemouth,  Nr  Salcombe,  South  Devon 

A BIRDWATCHER’S  PARADISE 
Situated  in  magnificent  coastal  position,  in  proximity 
of  Prawle  Point,  a major  migration  observation  point, 
Gara  Rock  offers  a perfect  break  for  the  keen  orni- 
thologist. Splendid  coastal  paths,  rich  and  unusual 
bird  life  combined  with  all  the  comforts  of  a tradi- 
tional English  family  hotel  provides  for  a successful 
and  relaxing  holiday.  Our  facilities  include  heated 
pool  (May-September),  tennis  eourt,  barbecue, 
excellent  cuisine  and  bar.  Special  facilities  for  orni- 
thologists include  list  of  local  bird  life,  complimentary 
packed  lunch,  drying  and  laundry  facilities.  Slapton 
Lea  Field  Centre  7 miles  by  car.  Write  or  call 
(054884)  2342  for  further  details.  (BB14) 


BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D.  Crowden, 
kosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

SUFFOLK.  Holiday  cottage  at  Eastbridge. 
Adjacent  to  Minsmere  Bird  Reserve.  Sleeps  5. 
Available  for  winter  weekends  and  holiday  w eeks. 
Tel:  Leiston  830  189.  (BB23) 

LLEYN/SNOWDONIA.  Period  stone  cottages, 
sleep  5-8.  Heating,  fires,  TV.  Own  lakes,  woods, 
fishing,  birds.  Privacy.  Brochure.  Glasfryn  Estate, 
nr  Pwllheli.  Tel:  076  688  203.  (BB4) 

COTTAGE  AND  BUNGALOW  sleeping  4-6. 
Warm  and  comfortable.  Also  2 ground  floor 
private  apartments  at  Inverdruie  House.  Price 
per  week  L100-E240.  Details:  Inverdruie  & 
Glasnacardoch  Properties,  Aviemore  PH 22  1QR. 
Tel:  0479  810357.  (BB3) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A 
great  variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspec- 
ted. Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get 
our  free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holi- 
days, 22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34 
1 BN . Tel:  0420  88892.  ( BB2) 

KITE  COUNTRY.  Cambrian  Mountains. 
Comfortable  converted  barn  adjoining  farm- 
house on  40  acre  farm  in  secluded  valley.  Sleeps 
six.  Splendid  views.  Brochure:  Mo  Le  Bek,  Cwm 
Dulas,  Llanddewi  Brefi,  Tregaron,  Dyfed  SY25 
6PF.  Tel:  Tregaran  8838.  (BB26) 

ANGLESEY.  Holy  Island.  Ideal  venue  for  Club 
or  Group  field  trip  or  holiday.  Accotn  for  20  with 
all  mod  cons.  Wholesome  food  or  self-catering. 
In  AONB  300  m from  coast,  close  S.  Stack  and 
other  excellent  sites.  Ian  and  Maggie  Wright. 
Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB5) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Osprey’s  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  w eek  D/B/  B. 
Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut.  The 
Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire. 
Tel:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 


EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avocets.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  CH,  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  welcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pytte  House,  Clyst  St  George, 
Devon.  Tel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.  & C..  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB31) 

DERBYSHIRE  PEAK  DISTRICT.  Sell- 
catering properties.  Personally  inspected  Rural 
Vacations  Lad,  Pipworth  Lane,  Eckington, 
Sheffield  S3 1 9EY . Tel : 0246  432202  ( BB32) 

LAKE  DISTRICT,  Cumbria.  Superb  peaceful 
situation.  Fellside  cottage  2-4,  converted  flats 
2-4.  Well  equipped,  colour  TV,  no  pets,  no 
children  under  8.  Leisk,  Meadow  Brow, 
Grasmere  LA22  9RR.  Tel:  096  65  275.  (BB35) 

WELLS  4 miles.  Modernised  flint  cottage  at 
Binhatn.  Sleeps  4-6.  Children  and  pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  CH.  TV,  carport.  Tel:  08833  5579. 

(BB37) 

CLEY.  Daily  trips  to  seal  island  and  Blakeney 
Point  Bird  Reserve.  Temple  Cley  740  791.  Bed- 
breakfast.  Temple  Cley  740264.  (BB38) 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  M agnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Sleeps  4,  all  mod  cons,  £65-£95 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Tel:  Gerrards  Cross 
(0753)883082.  (BB4I) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

LAKELAND  WILDLIFE  SAFARI,  Orni- 
thological field  guide  service  with  transport, 
choice  of  accommodation.  Wild  scenic  habitats. 
Tel:  0539  82 1 733  for  1 987  brochure.  ( BB947) 

ALBANNACH  & HIGHLAND  BIRDS  1987. 

We — the  Albannach  lot — are  in  year  eight, 
running  all  sorts  of  holidays  in  the  Scottish  High- 
lands and  on  the  Hebridean  Islands.  And  think 
Spring  and  Autumn  are  great  times  to  be  way  up 
here.  Masses  of  migrants  fly  here  from  there  and 
back.  And  sit  around  to  be  stared  at.  Yet  we’re 
always  a bittv-pit-oot  (miffed)  at  how  few 
southern  birders  are  to  be  found  among  the  flocks. 
One  season  you  miss  the  incandescent  verdancy 
(beat  that)  of  a Highland  Spring.  In  the  other — 
our  mountains  and  moors  incarnadine  (and  that). 
Quiet  roads,  hilltracks  to  ourselves.  Hosts  and 
hostelries  panting  with  frustrated  Highland 
hospitality  (broth  and  haggis  and  salmon  and 
more  hot  buttered  scones  than  are  good  for  you). 
Verify  for  yourselves  our  claim  of  long  hours  of 
sun  and  low  Spring  rainfall.  Or  the  mildness  of  a 
northern  oceanic  Autumn  (rainbows  and  shadows 
and  showers  and  silvery  brilliances  chasing  each 
other  round  the  glens).  For  our  part  we’ll  put 
wheels  or  wings  at  your  disposal  and  offer  un- 
believably cheap  inclusive  travel  for  these  times 
of  year  so  we  can  show  you  round  our  Spring  and 
Autumn  specialnesses.  Brochure  from:  Albannach, 
Hamilton  House,  Strathpeffer,  Ross-shire,  Scot- 
land. Or  phone:  0997  21577.  (BB21) 
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BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 

rare  plants,  seals  and 

archaeology.  Europe’s 

largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 

Telephone  08574  267  or  238 

(BB870) 

BIRDWATCH,  CORNWALL.  21st-27th 
March  1987,  £118  inclusive.  5 days  of  field  trips, 
special  help  for  beginners.  Exciting  seabirds, 
waders,  ducks  and  birds  of  prey.  Local  RSPB 
leaders.  Two  star  hotel  with  Scandinavian 
leisure  centre.  For  brochure  and  bird  list  phone 
Malcolm  Pavitt,  0736  795294.  The  Cornwallis 
(formerly  Karenza  Hotel),  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 

(BB43) 

SPAIN 

BIRDING- SPRING  1987 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain  and  will  show  you 
the  rarest  birds  in  the  most  beautiful  and 
remote  areas.  Expect  to  see  5 different 
eagles,  3 vultures,  2 bustards,  2 sand  grouse, 
white-headed  duck,  galinule,  eagle  owl, 
black  stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  1 1 & 8 day 
tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by  Range  Rover. 

9 years  and  over  600  field  days  of  experience 
in  Spain.  _ 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M-C.  Parker,  S 
5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough,  ca 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  547213.  “ 


AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding,  PO  Box  24,  Tullv  Qld  4854  Australia. 

(BB939) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWTNC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 INF.  (BB554) 

FLORIDA.  1 am  planning  a 2-week  trip  in 
Mar/ Apr  and  could  use  some  company  to  share 
costs.  Room  for  2 or  3 obsessive  birders.  Phone 
evenings  0923  37984  for  details.  (BB30) 

BODMIN  MOOR  NATURE  OBSERVA- 
TORY provides  ideal  conditions  for  a good 
birding  holiday.  Comfortable  guest  house 
accommodation,  good  food  and  regular  con- 
ducted field  trips  to  excellent  bird  habitats  on 
the  Moor  and  along  the  coasts.  181  species 
logged  in  1986.  For  full  details  and  1986  observa- 
tions S.A.E.  to  Tony  Miller,  B.M.N.O.,  Nine- 
stones  Farm,  Liskeard,  Cornwall  PL14  6SD. 
Tel:  057920455.  (BB29) 
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BIRD  WATCHING  WEEKENDS 
IN  YORKSHIRE 

Tim  Dixon — Nature  Reserve  W arden  for  the  Nature 
Conservancy  Council  and  Recorder  for  the  York 
Ornithological  Club,  will  be  your  guide  for  the 
weekend.  Stay  in  the  luxurious  Crest  Hotel,  York, 
located  in  the  heart  of  the  historic  City  of  York. 

DATES:  23-26 January  1987 

PRICE:  £1 18  per  person  including  3 nights  accom- 
modation, full  breakfast,  table  d’hote  dinner,  transport 
to  and  from  locations,  talks/slides  and  Group  Leader. 

TO  BOOK:  Telephone  York  Oesi  Hotel  on  0904 
648111.  ( BB922) 


ECOLIDAYS  LTD.  Exciting  different  bird- 
watching/natural history  programme  for  1987. 
Spain,  Tunisia,  Papua  New  Guinea.  Special 
Young  Peoples  (14+)  tours.  Contact  us  at  26 
Canal  W'harfe,  Leeds  LS11  5PS.  Tel:  (0532) 
71 7423.  (24  hours).  (BB921) 

ISLE  OF  ARRAN,  Scotland  in  Miniature,  most 
accessible  of  the  Hebrides.  Try  a week  of  guided 
trips  among  eiders,  ptarmigan  and  eagles,  full 
board,  comfortable,  licensed,  family  hotel  on  the 
sea  front,  Brodick  Bay.  From  £139.  Tel:  Ennismor 
Hotel  0770  2265  for  brochure.  Reductions  for 
party  bookings.  (BB923) 


GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

Winter  breaks  in  the  best  birdwatching 
areas  in  SW  Scotland,  thousands  of  Geese, 
Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle, 
Peregrine,  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 

5 nights  at  the  luxurious  Gaily  Palace  Hotel 
or 

3 nights  in  our  comfortable  familv  home 
Brochure/ reservations:  Hawker,  Windywalls, 
Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 

Tel:  05574  249  (BB44) 


BIRDING  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 

Point  Pelee — North  America’s  Cley — and 
Algonquin  Park — Northern  Specialities. 

Escorted  Tour  in  Self-Drive  Campers 
6th-20th  May  1987. 

Write  for  details: 

J.  M.  B.  Travel  Ltd, 

F reepost,  Fishguard,  Dyfed  ^ ^ ^ 

MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  wildlife  holiday 
for  all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  mag- 
nificent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies, 
migrant  birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating 
island  life.  For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Liz 
Riddilord  (Cl),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair 
Isle,  Shetland,  or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB927) 
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EXPLORE  REMOTE  ST.  KILDA 

One  week  camping  holidays  on  Britain’s 
premier  nature  reserve.  For  further  details 
write  to:  Mr  F.  Saunders,  28  Lome  Road, 
Forest  Gate,  London  E7  01, J,  or  phone: 
01-555  5813,  evenings  and  weekends.  (BB1  7) 


PERSONAL 


The  Great  British 
Bird  Table 


The  birdtables  of  Britain  are  soonl 
to  be  featured  in  a new  BBC  Natural} 
History  Unit  programme  to  be  filmed 
this  winter.  If  you  have  unusual 
visitors  to  your  feeding  station 
the  BBC  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 
Novel  designs  and  unusual  locations 
are  also  of  interest. 


Please  write  to:  57 

‘The  Great  British  Birdtable’, 

BBC  Bristol,  Whiteladies  Road,  — 
Bristol  BS8  2LR  * 


BIRDLINE 

The  National  Birding  News  Service. 

The  latest  available  birding  news,  24  hours 
a day.  Now  with  Telecom  simultaneous  calls 
facility.  SAT  please  to: 

Roy  Robinson 

Flat  5,  Wavecrest,  5 Beach  Road, 
Cromer,  Norfolk  NR'27  9AL 

Tel:  0263  512493  (BB924) 


CRUISES 


Outer  Hebrides  Yachts  Stornoway 
33  Cromwell  Street,  Stornoway 
Isle  of  Lewis,  Scotland 
0851  5965 

Cruise  the  Outer  Hebrides  in  a luxurious 
fully  equipped  40ft  8 berth  motor  yacht.  Visit 
the  bird  colonies  on  the  Shiants,  St  Kilda, 
Sula  Sgeir  and  other  uninhabited  islands. 
See  the  seals  and  other  fascinating  wildlife  ol 
this  unspoilt  area.  Fly  direct  to  Stornoway 
by  British  Airways  or  arrive  by  fern,  from 
Skye  or  Ullapool.  Prices  are  £149  per  week 


including  food. 


(BB12) 


APPOINTMENTS 

ASSISTANT  WARDEN,  Call  ol  Man  Bird 
Observatory,  required  for  1987  season  (mid- 
March  to  mid-November).  Ringing  permit  and 
some  experience  of  mist-netting  desirable.  Wages 
£59.20  per  week,  gross  (less  national  insurance 
contributions),  and  accommodation.  Further 
details  from  T he  Secretary,  Manx  Museum  and 
National  Trust,  Douglas.  Isle  of  Man.  (T  el:  0024 
75522).  (BB28i 


OVERSEAS  HO  L ACC 

COTO  DON  ANA.  B&B  etc.  lid.  Mat  krill.  Los 
Ansares97,  HI  Rocio.  Huelva.  Spain.  (BB864) 


BIRD  REPORTS 

BIRDS  IN  NORTHUMBRIA  1985  £3.25, 

Lindisfarne’s  Birds  £2.30.  both  include  p&p, 
from  M.  L.  Cadwallender  IBB),  32  Manners 
Gardens,  Seaton  Delaval,  Northumberland. 

(BB6) 

BIRDS  OF  OXFORDSHIRE,  1985.  £2.50  in. 

p&p,  hum  R.  Overall,  30  Hunsdon  Road,  I tl l.-\ . 
Oxford  0X4  4 JK.  (BB907) 

IBIS,  \ ol.  105  ( 1963)  to  \ ol.  122  i 1980)  inclusive 
Oilers.  Tel:  06845  2544.  (BBS6) 

LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1985. 
Heronries,  Plover  survey.  Yellow-browed  W arb- 
lers; ‘events',  rarities,  photographs,  Gibraltar 
Point  B.O.  Report,  and  much  more!  £2.95  + 25p 
p&p.  Lincolnshire  Bird  Club.  42  Wolsev  Wav. 
Lincoln.  (BB39) 

BIRDS  OF  ST  MARY’S  ISLAND  Tyne  W ear 
£2.50  including  p&p  from  Ian  Moorhouse.  38 
St  Lucia  Close.  W hides  Bay.  Tyne  Wear. 

( BB33) 


BOOKS 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD.  ICBP.  RSPB 

London 's  hading  ornithological  book  stockists 

INSTOCK  — 

Phillips:  A Natural  History  of  the  Ducks.  4 vols  in 
two.  Some  sets  left  at  prepublication  price  of  £81 .50. 
later  £90. (XI.  Lack:  The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds 
in  Britain  and  Ireland.  £19.00.  Smythies:  Birds  of 
Burma.  £45.00.  Tate:  Birds.  Men  & Books. 
Signed  copies  available.  £13.95. 

ICBP.  BTO,  BOC  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  — 
Superb  stock  available  for  brow  sin^.  ^ 

2,  3,  4 & 5 Sackville  St,  London  W1 X 2DP.  w 
01-734  1 150.  Just  olT Piccadilly  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver.  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Norfolk. 

(BB821 ) 

EASTER  BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE— 

hints,  sites,  checklist  £2.50  inc.  p&p.  Stephanie 
Coghlan,  25  Thorpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W 
Yorks  HD5  8TA.  ( BB901) 
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SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB725) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB572) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Run  by  birders  for  birders 
All  orders  over  £10  POST  FREE 
Free  catalogue  from 
238  Ryebank  Rd.,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M21  1LU 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hrs)  ( BB956) 

FINE  NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS  bought 
and  sold.  R.  Norman,  Hart-on-the-Hill,  Dalton 
Piercy,  Hartlepool,  Cleveland.  Tel:  0429  73857. 

(BB9) 

THE  BIRDS  OF  THE  ASHDOWN  FOREST 

by  Alan  Barnes,  70  pages,  30  black  and  white 
photographs,  map,  paperback.  A new  survey  of 
this  interesting  area.  Price  £3.95  plus  35p 
postage.  Order  now  from  A & H Books,  23 
Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge  W ells,  Kent  TN4  9DN. 

(BB592) 

NEW  CATALOGUE  of  second-hand  natural 
history  books  now  available,  stamp  appreciated. 
Little  Holcombe  Books,  52  Bridge  Street, 
Ramsbottom,  Bury,  Lancs.  (BB951) 

FINE  & SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on  birds 
and  natural  history,  Charles  TunniclifTe  illus- 
trated. Catalogue  from:  Pandion  Books,  Carr 
Close,  Rainton,  Thirsk  Y07  3PS.  (BB948) 
‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  ofTers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ON).  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB862) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BB18) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS  (also  prints), 
bought  and  sold.  Fine  illustrated,  antiquarian 
and  later.  For  free  catalogue,  telephone: 
Westleton  327  or  write:  Greyfriars,  Dunwich, 
Suffolk  I PI  7 3DW.  (BB896) 

ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series.  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  I'he 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy.  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB636) 


QUALITY-BIRD  BOOKS— lor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB844) 


STAMPS 


OWLS  ON  STAMPS  15  = £1.  Send  for  14  page 
bird  stamp  list.  A.  Grainger,  42  Lee  Lane  East, 
Horsforth,  Leeds.  (BB13) 


FOR  SALE 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  designed 
for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod  mounting. 
£30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard  Margoschis, 
80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone  CV9  1NH. 
(BB7) 

Printed  Notepaper,  Postcards, 

Change  of  Address,  Letterpress  or 
Thermographic,  Samples,  Prices, 

G.  Stokoe,  Printer, 

Dept  BB, 

98  Church  Lane,  Beeston  Regis,  § 
Sheringham,  Norfolk  NR26  8EY 


FOR  SALE.  “British  Birds”  magazines.  Un- 
bound. 1967/8,  1972/3/4,  1979/80/81,  also 

April-Decentber  1957.  Millard,  44  Bysing  Wood 
Road,  Faversham  ME13  7RL.  Tel:  (0795) 
532667.  (BB22) 

ZEISS/LEITZ  binoculars  for  sale  & wanted. 
P/EX.  21  Crescent  Grove,  London  SW4  7AF. 

(BB34) 

BWP  1, 2,  3,  4.  Limited  edition  £160  + carriage. 
Tel:  04215  3860.  (BB45) 

BWP  1,  2 MINT.  BB  Bound  1945-81.  Bird 
Study  1-29  unbound.  NN  Yellow  Wagtail,  Red- 
start. African  Atlases  Speciation.  Witherby’s 
Handbook.  Oilers  invited.  Box  No.  73,  c/o 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB42) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB678) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  vol- 
umes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB850) 

BIRDS  OF  WESTERN  PALEARCTIC.  4 

vols.  in  prime  condition,  RSPB  binding.  Best 
olfer  over  £150.  S.G.H.,  3 N.  End,  Thorpeness, 
Suffolk  1P16  4PD.  (BB895) 


WANTED 

COLLECTOR  wishes  to  purchase  Morris’s 
Birds.  Thorburn’s  Birds,  and  any  other  interest- 
ing Natural  History  Books  or  Paintings.  David 
Brodie,  Hazel  Bank,  106  Castlemain  Avenue, 
Southbourne,  Bournemouth,  Dorset  0202  431997. 

(BB943) 


xxtv 


London  Camera 


Exchange 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

1 0x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  E205  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  El  85  (inc.  case) 

8x40BGA  19oz  330tt.  El  80  (inc.  case) 

8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  El  70  (inc.  case) 

OPTICRON  BINOCULARS  high  resolution 

These  new  Opticron  binoculars  are  guaranteed  to  better  or  equal  the 
performance  of  any  other  make  with  similar  specifications  advertised  in 
this  magazine,  or  obtainable  anywhere  in  the  UK,  under  E200,  excepting 
Optolyth  and  other  Opticron  products.  Lightweight  and  provide  full  field 
for  spectacle  wearers.  8 x 32  ZWCF  ( 1 8oz  435ft  field)  E93.00. 8x42  ZCF 
and  7 x 42  ZCF  (22oz  345ft  field)  El  1 0.00.  and  the  1 0 x 42  ZWCF  (22oz 
345ft  field)  at  only  El  1 4.00. 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest  field  at  high 
magnifications 

30x75GA 
22x60GA 

22x70  GA  (waterproof) 

22-60x70GA  (zoom) 


Weight 

44oz 

35oz 

37oz 

47oz 


Field 

120ft. 

183ft. 

87-54ft 


Price 

E290  Case  E35 
El  95  Case  El  5 
£242  (inc.  case) 
£297  Case  £35 


NE  W 80mm,  body  only  (interchangeable  eyepieces)  £287  (case  extra) 
Eyepieces:  20x  £54  30x  £56.  40x  £57.  Case  £35 

OPTICRON  TELESCOPES 

HIGH  RESOLUTION 

60mm  objective  lens,  45°  angled  body  only  £1  35.00  Straight  type,  body 
only  £119.00  Zoom  eyepiece,  interchangeable.  20-60x  £60.00  Fixed 
mag  Eyepieces  1 5x.  20x,  22xWA,  25x.  40x  & 60x  are  £26.50  each. 

CLASSIC  TELESCOPES 

60mm  og.  Body  £68  Eyepieces:  i8-40x  zoom  £44.00  I8x  or  25x 
£1 5.00  75mm  og.  Body  £90  Eyepieces:  22-47x  zoom  £44.00  22x  or 
30x  £1 5.00  Case  £1 5 Photokit  £1 7.50 


Mil 


[cARLZEISs] 

JENA 

PENTAX 


mm 


SWfFT 


BUSHflELL 

BAUSCH  S LOMB 


MINOLTA 


MAILORDER 

WELCOMED. 

Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

lOHigh  Street  15TheSquare 

Southampton,  Hants.  Winchester,  Hants. 

Tel:  (0703)221597  Tel:  (0962) 66203 
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1 Breeding  status  of  Black-throated  Divers  in  Scotland  Dr  L.  H. 

Campbell  and  T.  R.  Talbot 

9 European  news 

1 5 Seventy-five  years  ago . . . 

16  Mystery  photographs  121  Bonaparte’s  Gull  D.J.  Britton 

Notes 

18  Golden  Eagle  lifting  and  dropping  stones  M.  L.  R.  Romer 
1 8 Spinning  rate  of  Grey  Phalarope  R.J.  Senior 

1 8 Juvenile  Swallow  adopting  rain-posture  in  heavy  rain  Elspeth  Bartlett 

19  Blackbird  eating  puflball  flesh  Dr  A.  P.  Radford 

19  Uncharacteristic  song  flight  of  Greenfinch  Paul  R.Jepson 

Announcements 

19  County  Recorders  meeting 

20  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

20  Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 

2 1 Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 

22  The  Richard  Richardson  Award 

22  Front  cover  designs  for  sale 

22  New'  Chairman  for  BBRC 

23  Books  from  ‘British  BirdShop’ 

Request 

23  Colour-marked  birds:  a reminder 

23  County,  regional  and  bird  observatory  recorders  in  Britain  and 
Ireland 

26  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Reviews 

28  ‘Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe’  by  Bertel  Bruun,  Hakan  Delin,  Lars  Svensson,  Arthur 
Singer  and  Dan  Zetterstrom  Peter  Lansdoum 

29  ‘ The  Birds  of  VVallacea’  by  C.  M.  N.  White  and  Murray  D.  Bruce  Dr  D.  W.  Snow 

30  Recent  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

39  Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawings:  1 Black-throated  Divers  ( M . G.  Hodgson );  21  Hoopoe 
( Laurel  A.  Tucker) ; 22  Richard  Richardson  (Bryan  Bland);  26  Kori  Bustards 
fighting  ( E . Imboden );  30  Short-toed  Lark  ( David  Bakewell)  and  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  (Billy  Morton);  31  Lapland  Bunting  (D.  Numey) 

Front  cover:  Little  Auk  diving  (David  Mitchell):  the  original  drawing  of  this 
month’s  cover  design,  measuring  18.6  X 20.8cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal 
auction  (see  page  22  for  procedure) 


tlentification  of  Arctic,  Common  and  Roseate  Terns 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


WIN  A £1500  BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAY! 


From  1st  January  until  the  30th  April  1987  readers  of  this  magazine  spending  £100  or  more  will  be 
eligible  to  one  draw  for  the  winning  £1 500  Holiday  Voucher.  This  Voucher  entities  the  winner  to  select  a 
birdwatching  holiday  of  a lifetime  with  "Ornitholidays  Ltd",  one  of  Britain's  leading  specialist  holiday 
and  travel  companies  with  holiday  venues  which  include  Jamaica,  Kenya,  Morocco,  India,  Thailand,  the 
USA  and  many  other  sites  of  interest  to  international  birdwatchers.  This  offer  is  restricted  to  readers  of 
British  Birds  and  Birdwatching  magazines.  Every  order  must  include  a photocopy  of  this  advert  and 
personal  callers  should  be  able  to  produce  a copy  of  this  magazine. 

The  draw  will  take  place  1st  May  1987. 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20B 

155.00 

Dialyt-10  x 25B 

169  00 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

199.00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

329  00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

389  00 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BTCF 

phone 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BGA 

phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGA 

469.00 

15x60  Porrc  GA 

679.00 

Rainguard 

5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

10.00 

Lanyard 

400 

LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

175.00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

189  00 

Trinovid  10x25  BC 

189.00 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA 

199.00 

Trinovid  8x40  BA 

435  00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  B 

41500 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

445.00 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 
Trinovid  10x40  BA 

44500 

Close  Focus 

450.00 

Case  for  miniature 

12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40 

29  95 

Hard  case  for  10x40 

36  95 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

12.00 

Rainguard 

8.00 

Lanyard 

7 50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  BGA  8x30 

170  00 

Alpin  BGA  8 x 40 

180.00 

Alpin  BGA  10x40 

185  00 

Alpin  BGA  7 x 42 

187.00 

Alpin  BGA  10x50 

205  00 

Optolyth  22  x 60 

195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

290  00 

Optolyth  30  x 80 

322  00 

Optolyth  TB80 
20  x Eye  Piece 

287  00 

54.00 

30  x Eye  Piece 

56  00 

40  x Eye  Piece 

57  00 

Case  for  TB80 

35  00 

Case  for  30  x 75 

35  00 

Case  for  30  x 80 

35  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Detrintem  8 x 30 

54  95 

Binoctrm  7 x 50 

79  95 

Dekarem  10  x 50 

88  95 

Turmon  8 x 21 

42.95 

NIKON 

8 x 30  ZCF  189  00 

10x30  ZCF  209  00 

Spoting  Scope  210x60  269.00 

Field  Scope  ED  20  x 60  489.00 

Photo  Kit  157  00 

30  x Eye  Piece  58.00 

40  x Eye  Piece  58.00 

Lens  Hood  10.75 

Filter  Ring  14  25 

KOWA 

TS-2  13300 

TS-1  15500 

20  x HR  4100 

20  x WA  4100 

25  x 37  00 

27  x WA  41.00 

40  x 35  00 

Kowa  TSN-1  235.00 

Kowa  TSN-2  225.00 

20  x WA  69.00 

25  x 45.00 

40  x 45.00 

20  x 60  x Zoom  99.00 

Photo  Adaptor  69.00 

Case  for  TSN  19  50 

OPTICRON 

Elite  9x35  157  00 

Elite  10x50  255.00 

HR  8 x 32  93.00 

HR  8x42  110.00 

HR  10x42  114  00 

HR  10x50  122.00 

HR  Body  60mm  119.00 

HR  Body  60mm  GA  140,00 

HR  Body  60mm  450  135.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom  60.00 

22  x WA  26.50 

40  x 26.50 

Case  15.00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster  Body  129.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom  60.00 

15  x -45  x Zoom  60  00 

22  x WA  29  00 

Case  15  90 

SWIFT 

Osprey  7.5x42  129.95 

Audbon  8.5  x 44  1 79.95 

8 x 36  SPWA  114  95 

9 x 42  SPWA  119.95 

10x42  SPWA  124.95 


HARTMANN 

8x30  ZCF  197  00 

8 x 40  ZCF  234.00 

10x40  ZCF  234  00 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with 
Optolyth.  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

FIELD  TEST 

Your  final  choice  on  Hadley  Common 
just  150  yards  from  our  shop 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2  00  to  help  cover  p.&p 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance. 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available, 
turnover  is  high,  so  we  do  not  print  a 
price  list.  Phone  for  current  bargains. 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Your  old  Binoculars.  Telescopes  or 
Tripods. 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  mins,  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  10  mins,  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Tube  Station. 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 
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MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


‘First  in  the  Field ' 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

Birdquest  provide  exciting,  friendly,  professionally  arranged  small-group  tours  for 
birdwatchers  of  all  levels  of  experience.  Come  with  us  and  see  the  difference! 

AUSTRALIA  • BORNEO  & THE  MALAY  PENINSULA 
COSTA  RICA  • INDIA  & NEPAL  • ISRAEL  • JAPAN  • KENYA 
MADAGASCAR  • MEXICO  • POLAND  • SIBERIA, 
CENTRAL  ASIA  & THE  CAUCASUS  • SIKKIM,  DARJEELING, 
KASHMIR  & LADAKH  • THAILAND  • TURKEY 
ZIMBABWE  & THE  OKAVANGO  DELTA 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA1 5 9AL.  Tel:  061  -928  5945.  (Di  1 3) 


TRY  SIDE  VIEWING* 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 
BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  I°P  qua|ity- 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


...  ..  , m/~vi«i  i . | Open  Mon  Sat  10am  - 5pm 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mail  order  free  e&oe 


Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


n 
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Continued  from  page  i.  Prices  correct  1.12.86  E.  & E.O. 
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HABICHT 

SLIK 

BARBOUR 

8 x 30  WM 

285  00 

Slik  Gazelle 

34.95 

The  best  British  clothing  for 

8 x 30  WMGA 

345.00 

Slik  35  DN 

48.95 

the  worst  British  weather 

7 x 42  WM 

265.00 

Slik  88 

57.95 

7 x 42  WMGA 

340.00 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

67  95 

DURHAM  JACKET 

10x40  Diana 

299.00 

Slik  Master  D2 

69.95 

34" to  46" 

49  95 

10  x 40  Diana  GA 

375.00 

Slik  Tripod  Strap 

6.95 

GAMEFAIR  JACKET 

30  x 75  BGAN 

389  00 

34" to  46" 

66  95 

CULLMANN 

Cullmann  2502 
Q/R  Head 

5250 
8 95 

BORDER  JACKET 
34"  to  46" 

77.45 

Shoulder  Pod 

22.00 

NORTHUMBRIA  JACKET 

8345 

ADLERBLICK 

Mono  Pod  1747 

31  95 

38"  to  46" 

8 x 32B 

125.00 

Mono  Pod  741 

16  95 

WARM  LININGS 

7 x 42B 

115.00 

Tripod  Case 

11.95 

34"  to  46" 

1695 

8 x 42B 

122.00 

Tripod  Case 

15.95 

TROUSER  LINED 

10  x 42B 

128.00 

S M L 

35  45 

10  x 50B 
8 x 32  BGA 

143.00 

142.00 

ACCESSORIES 

Car  Window  mount 

17  00 

HOODS  FOR  JACKETS 

845 

7 x 42  BGA 

135.00 

Universal  mount 

18.50 

8 x 42  BGA 

139.00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod 

35  00 

10x42  BGA 

149.00 

Rainguards  from 

2.50 

Colour  Catalogue  on  request 

10x50  BGA 

165.00 

Hide  mount 

35  00 

Post  & Packing  free  on  Barbour 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


JL 
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Edited  by 
EMIL  K.  URBAN 
C.  HILARY  FRY 
STUART  KEITH 

With  colour  plates  by  Martin  Woodcock 
Line  drawings  by  lan  Willis 
Discography  by  Claude  Chappuis 

Game  Birds  to  Pigeons 

August  1986,  $99.00(US)/£65.00(UK  only) 
600pp.,  310x240mm,  28  colour  plates, 

4 black  and  white  plates  and  numerous 
line  drawings.  ISBN:  0-12-137302-9 


The 

URDSof 
FRICA 

Volume  II 


Review  of  Volume  1: 

"The  (juality  and  scope  of  the  text  and  illus- 
trations in  this  first  volume  augur  well  for  the 
whole  series.  1 wholeheartedly  recommend  it 
to  anyone  with  any  interest  in  the  birds  of 
Africa." 

Peter  Olney  in  NEW  SCIENTIST 


Volume  I:  S90.000JS)  £59.50(UK  only) 
ISBN:  0-12-137301-0 

Academic  Press 

Harcourt  Brace  fovanovich,  Publishers 
24-28  Oval  Road,  London  NW1  7DX 
Orlando,  FL  32887-0017,  USA 


Volume  III  In  Press  ISBN  0.12.137303.7  Due  Spring  1988 


i DIO) 
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Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


PACKAGE  DEALS  & 
OUTFITS  — ASK  FOR 
OUR  LOW  QUOTES 


OPTICRON 
MAIN  STOCKISTS 


Detailed  information  pack 

with  6 in.  by  4 in.  colour  print 


NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  E.D. 


Extra-low  dispersion 
glass  creates  contrast  and 


ALL  THE  LEADING 
INSTRUMENTS 
FROM  STOCK  — 
CALL  & FIELD-TEST 
THEM  ALONGSIDE 


KOWA  SCOPES 

TSN-3 

TSN-4 

77mm — Fluorite  Scopes 


of  the  Blacktoft  Sands 
Red-Necked  Stint 
or  the  Aberdaron  Lesser 
Grey  Shrike 
85p  (both  £1 .50) 


resolution  which  are 
unsurpassed. 

The  ‘State  of  the  Art’ 
telescope  for  the 
perfectionist! 

(part  exchange  welcome) 


All  other  Kowa 
Models  from  stock 


OLYMUS  OWNERS 
1000mm  ZUIKO  £695 


MAILORDER 
SPECIALISTS 
P/P  & INS.  FREE! 


VAT  FREE 
EXPORTS 


FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098  (D742) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


INSTITUTIONAL 
ORDERS  WELCOME 


ORNITHOLIDAYS  87 


Holidays  Organised 

by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-two  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 


Forthcoming  tours  include: 


Kenya 
Zimbabwe 
Okavango  Delta 
Ethiopia 
Morocco 
Madagascar 
The  Seychelles 
N.  India  & the 
Himalayas 
Kashmir  & Ladakh 
Thailand 


Florida 
Vancouver  & 
the  Rockies 
Venezuela 
The  Galapagos 
Australia 
New  Zealand 
Jordan 
Israel 
Turkey 
Cyprus 


N.E.  Greece 
Mount  Olympus 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Rousillion 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 
Majorca 
Iceland 
The  Gambia 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2, 1 -3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821  230  (D1  1 9)  ATOL  LICENCE  No  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 
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PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 

Incorporating  Croom  Helm  General  Books  ( [)  J | 7) 


WHERETO  WATCH 
BIRDS  IN  EAST  ANGLIA 

Peter  and  Margaret  Clarke 

East  Anglia  is  perhaps  the  most 
rewarding  area  in  England  for 
birdwatchers,  since  it  includes  such  a 
wide  variety  of  distinctive  habitats. 
Peter  and  Margaret  Clarke  have  first- 
hand, expert  knowledge  of  the  area 
and  have  drawn  together  a detailed  list 
of  the  best  sites  in  this  informative  and 
practical  guide. 

A general  introduction  to  East 
Anglia's  scenery,  climate  and  wildlife 
is  followed  by  the  systematic  list  of  the 
many  birdwatching  localities.  Each 
site  is  accompanied  by  a useful  map 
and  a calendar  summarising  the 
average  arrival  and  departure  dates  of 
migrants,  and  concise  lists  of  birds, 
season  by  season. 

All  the  other  information  you  need  to 
know  about  each  site  — habitat, 
species,  timing  and  access  — is 
included  to  provide  a comprehensive 
survey  of  each  locality. 

£8.95  pbk  0-7470-0400-5 
272  pages  40  lines  drawings, 

45  maps  Feb  '87 


Available  through  British  BirdShop 


THE  BIRDS  OF  ISRAEL 

Uzi  Paz  and  Yossi  Eshbol 


With  detailed  information,  previously 
unavailable  in  any  form,  on  this 
spectacular  variety  of  birds.  The  Birds 
of  Israel  is  the  essential  handbook  for 
anyone  visiting  the  area  or  simply 
keen  to  learn  more  about  its  birds. 
Written  and  photographed  by  two  of 
the  leading  lights  in  the  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Nature  in  Israel,  this  is  a 
unique  and  up-to-date  guide. 

£19.95  0-7470-2601-7 

304  pages  32  colour  plates. 

Line  drawings,  maps  Feb  '87 
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HELM  ^ 


WADERS 

their  breeding, 
haunts  and  watchers 

by  Desmond  and  Maimie 
Nethersole-Thompson 

All  of  the  Nethersole-Thompson 
family  contribute  in  some 
measure  to  this  book  but  it  is 
Dr  Desmond  Nethersole- 
Thompson’s  life-long  interest  in 
waders  which  gives  the  work  its 
exceptional  quality  and  authority. 

The  core  of  the  book  is  the 
comprehensive  accounts  of  the 
biology  and  behaviour  of  18 
species  of  waders  in  their 
breeding  haunts.  In  addition  there 
are  chapters  on  waders  generally, 
wader  spacing  and  dispersion, 
the  wader  watchers  of  past  and 
recent  times,  and  chapters  on 
new  or  returning  waders,  and  on 
those  pipe-dream  species  that 
may  yet  breed  one  day  in  these 
islands. 

Donald  Watson  has  provided 
more  than  100  drawings  and 
there  are  32  photographs. 

400  pages  plus  24  plates 
£18.00  net 

GULLS 

a guide  to  identification 

by  PETER  GRANT 

This  second  edition  has  been 
revised  and  reset  throughout  and 
a further  eight  species  added. 

The  book  now  covers  31  species 
and  has  been  increased  in  length 
from  280  pages  to  352.  There  are 
more  than  280  new  photographs, 
including  79  of  the  eight  North 
American  additional  species. 

35 2 pages,  5 44  photographs, 

£15.00  net 

T & A D POYSER 

(D766) 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

If  you  are  interested  in  birdwatching 
and  natural  history  why  not  join  one 
of  our  escorted  holidays  to  over  20 
world-wide  destinations  in  1 987? 


TEXAS  - 30  Mar-1 5 Apl  £1075 
JORDAN  - 5 Apl-21  Apl  £1020 
CYPRUS  - 9 Apl-23  Apl  £860 
TURKEY  - 3 May-1 9 May  £950 
ETHIOPIA  - 1 3 Nov-29  Nov  £11 90 

Other  1 987  tours  include,  FLORIDA, 
CAMARGUE,  EASTERN  SPAIN, 
NEUSIEDL,  SOVIET  ASIA  & 
SIBERIA,  PYRENEES,  ARIZONA  & 
CALIFORNIA,  KENYA,  DARJEELING 
& ASSAM,  GAMBIA  and  FALKLAND 
ISLANDS. 


For  full  details  contact: 


Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays 
96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
S.  Devon  TQ7 1 PY 
Tel:  0548  6178 

(D1 22) 


/ Turkey*  Greece -Austria • Sri  Lanka  -Thailand 


&WiIdIig 

* Holidays  for  the  discerning  naturalist 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  offer  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 

CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 


18  days  May  £865 

EASTERN  TURKEY 

19  days  May  & June  £950 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

1 6 daysjune&  August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHOROUS 
MIGRATION 

18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRA  TION 

1 1 days  September  £550 


Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  for  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D768) 
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Birds  of  the 
[sle  of  Man 


iy  J.P.  Cullen  and  P.P.  Jennings 


llustrated  by  Alan  Harris 


tirds  of  the  Isle  of  Man  is  a comprehensive  review  of  the  History  and  status  of  all  birds 
nown  to  have  occurred  on  the  Island.  There  are  also  chapters  on  the  Isle  of  Man’s  geography 
nd  its  ornithological  habitats,  the  Calf  of  Man  and  the  History  of  Manx  Ornithology. 


'here  has  been  a bird  observatory  on  the  Calf  of  Man  since  1959  and  data  from  the 
vardens’  logs  have  been  incorporated  into  the  species  accounts. 


hardback,  24  x 16  cm,  364  pages  including  22  tables,  101  histograms,  112  breeding  maps, 

8 other  maps  and  43  black  and  white  photographs  showing  the  Island’s  habitats.  Illustrated 
vith  89  line  drawings  and  one  colour  plate. 


ISBN  0 951149  0 3 

£18 


Obtainable  from  the 
publishers  (post-free) 
or  bookshops 


Bridgeen  Publications. 
Troutbeck.  Tromodc  Road 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man 


(1)120) 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


'PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SAVE  ££££s—  BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


SWIFT  AUDUBON  85  > 44  new  model 
HR5  special  low  price  to  British  Birds 
readers'  £161.95 

LEIT2  10  x 25  BA  - tew  only  - lanlaslic 
value  £189.95 

BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 

V I 

Spacemaslet  1 5-45  x 60  £1 69. 95 

Spacem3siet  22  x W-A  60 ...  £155.95 

HERTEL  t REUSS  8 x 40  B W;A  light 
weight,  only  21  ors  Short  locus  12  ft. 
leather  case  £155  00 

ZEISS  JENA  10  x 40  B Notarem  root 
prism,  superb  quality  and  at  A.  R. 
Hawkins,  the  price  is  right1  £176.00 

HERTEL  & REUSS  x 56  BGA  rubber 

covered  wide  angle,  ideal  night  glass 

Hard  leather  case  lor  Soacemaster 

£15.00 

Kowa  TSN2  body  £236.95 

ZEISS  JENA  8 x 30  Jenoptem  only 
19  ozs  complete  with  leather  sport  case 

only  £45.95 

ZEISS  Jena  8 x 32  B Notarem  compact 
root  pnsm,  complete  with  case  £120.00 

Kowa  TSN1  body  £246.95 

Miradot  20-60  x 60  HR  £159.95 

Optolyth  30  x 75  £290.00 

VELBON  Victory  450  Inpod.  special 
olter  complete  with  carry  case1  only 

£43.95 

Oplolyth  80  mm  to  TB  80  body  £287.00 
Eyepieces  lor  TB  80  20  xW  £54.00 

30  x W £56.00  40  x £57.00 

Habicht  23  x 70  BGA  £208  00 

MIRAD0R  8 x 42  B W'A  complete  with 
rainguard  and  case  Top  Quality  Cl  09.95 

HABICHT  to X 40 Diana  A lirm  lavounle 

ZEISS  Jena  10  x 50  Dekarem  A R 

BL  Discoverer  15-60  x 60  £199.95 

Habicht  25-40  x 75. ..  £389.95 

complete  with  ramguatd  and  case 

£299  00 

Habicht  30  x 75  SF  £408.00 

MIRAD0R  8 x 42  B Ibis  new  model  is 
lightweight  pm  sharpe.  superb  value  at 

£109.00 

Hawk  20-60  x 60  H R lightweight 
wwle  angle  with  leather  case  Cl  69.95 

MIRAD0R  MERLIN  complete  with  25x 
eyepiece  60mm  0G  £89  95 

MIRAOOR  MERLIN  zoom  18-40x 

£48.00 

0PT0LYTH  ALPIN  10  x 40  BGA  Light 
weight  rubber  covered  with  soil  case 

Cl  62. 00 

ZEISS  WEST  8 X 20  B Mini  al  a price 
you  can  l afford  to  miss  £159.95 

ZEISS  WEST  10x40 BGATcllse locus 
complete  with  rainguard  and  soli  case 

£394.00 

MIRAOOR  10  X 42  B wide  angle  superb 
lightweight  binocular  complete  wilh 
rainguard  £115.00 

GOOD  VIEWING  FACILITIES  FROM 
OUR  SHOWROOM  OR  OUR  PRIVATE 
LAKE  SET  IN  23  ACRES 

SUCK  02  TRIP00 
THE  finest  tripod  for  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a lull  5ft  9in 
weighs  only  41b  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £65  95 
Post  and  Insurance  £2.75. 

ORDER  NOW  for  By  Return 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
Insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa.  Access  accepted  by  phone! 
Stamps  (50p).  For  illustrated 
Discount  Price  List  and  Coloured 
Brochures  on  over  200  Models. 


CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only 
7 minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min  walk  from  railway  stn. 


Early  closing  Thursday  1 pm  ( 
Prices  correct  5th  December  1 986  ~ 
subject  to  change  availability. 

LARGEST  STOCKS  OF  BINOCULARS  C 


AN0  TELESCOPES  UNDER  ONE 
ROOF! 


A Rhawkins 


NPTON 


LTD 


9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1 1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674 
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KAY  OPTICAL 

have  been  serving  the  Naturalist  and  other  users  of 
diverse  optical  equipment  for  a quarter  of  a century.  A 
wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether 
you  wish  to  purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present 
equipment  serviced  in  our  workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including: 


BINOCULARS 

£ 

ZEISS  (West) 

1 0 x 25  B Dialyt 

182 

8x20  BGA  Dialyt 

205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt 

340 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901) 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt 

Phone 

353 

LEITZ 

8x20  BC  Trinovid 

193 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid 

208 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid 

208 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid 

219 

8x32  BA  Trinovid 

382 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 

424 

10x40  BA/N  Trinovid 

445 

Miniature  soft  case 

14 

BA  soft  case 

33 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin 

149 

8x40  Alpin 

160 

10x40  Alpin 

162 

10x50  Alpin 

179 

OPTICRON  E 

9x35  Elite  157 

8x32  High  Resolution  84 

8x42  High  Resolution  100 

10x42  High  Resolution  105 

NIKON 

9x30  DCF  roof  prism  233 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  253 


8x23  Compact  114 

10x25  Compact  127 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  70 

Slik  88  60 

Slik  SL  67  99 

Slik  Gazelle  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  35 

Window  mount  24 

BARBOUR  clothing 
Border  Jacket  77 

Stud-in  Pile  Lining  17 

Hood  XL  8.45 

Durham  jacket  49 

Thornproof  dressing  2.95 

Repair  kit  4.45 

Boots  from  21.70 


TELESCOPES  £ 

Optolyth  30x75  290 

Optolyth  30x80  322 

Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  22-60x70  297 

KowaTSN-1  body  230 

KowaTSN-2body  220 

KowaTS-lbody  129 

KowaTS-2body  119 

Kowa  eyepieces  from  30 
KowaTS-9R  20x50  75 

Mirador  25x60  Merlin  98 

Mirador  32x80  GA  225 

Opticron  28-62  x 80  GA  238 
Opticron  HR  zoom  171 
Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  189 
Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  192 
Opticron  30x75  Classic  115 
Optima  Super  60  zoom  195 

Piccolo  (e.g.  40x60)  105 

Piccolo  20-60x60  129 

Spacemaster  1 5-45  x 60  179 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  162 

B&L  Criterion 
40  x 100  Mirror  Scope  399 


SOME  SPECIAL  BARGAIN  EXAMPLES: 

NIKON  20  x 60  ED  telescope  £460  (or,  with  30  x or  40  x eyepiece 

also,  £510)  SAVE  £30* 

SWAROVSK1 1 0 x 40  WM  ‘Diana’  waterproof  binoculars  £249 

SAVE  £50* 

SWIFT  20  x 80  BCF  observation  binoculars  £365  SAVE  £70* 

* Savings  on  typical  prices,  while  stocks  last. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


Mon  to  Fri, 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D770) 
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Feeding  techniques  and  field 
identification  of  Arctic, 
Common  and  Roseate  Terns 

Ian  R.  Kirkham  and  Ian  C.  T.  Nisbet 

The  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea,  the  Common  Tern  5.  hirundo  and  the 
Roseate  Tern  S.  dougallii  have  overlapping  ranges  on  both  sides  of  the 
North  Atlantic.  These  three  medium-sized  terns  are  similar  in  size  and 
plumage,  and  are  often  difficult  to  distinguish  in  flight  at  a distance,  or  in 
unfavourable  light  conditions.  While  studying  the  foraging  habits  of  these 
species  in  Canada  and  the  USA,  we  have  found  subtle,  but  marked, 
differences  in  the  wavs  in  which  they  hunt  and  dive  for  fish.  In  combination 
with  structure  and  wing  pattern,  these  differences  in  flight  and  diving 
behaviour  often  permit  identification  at  long  ranges.  T his  paper  is  limited 
to  discussion  of  distinguishing  traits  of  adults;  for  distinguishing  features  of 
juveniles,  see  Grant  & Scott  ( 1969). 

Feeding  patterns 

Common  and  Arctic  Terns  feed  on  a wide  variety  offish  and  invertebrates, 
whereas  Roseate  Terns  specialise  on  a limited  number  of  fish  species. 


[Brit.  Birds  HQ:  U-t7.  Fcbruar>  1987] 
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Identification  oj Arctic,  Common  and  Roseate  Terns 


Fig.  1 . The  ‘stepped-hover’  diving 
method  of  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  para- 
disaea  ( Bernard  Sainte- Marie) 


primarily  sand-eels  Ammodyles  and  clupeids 
(Nisbet  1981;  Cramp  1985).  The  first  two 
species  adapt  their  foraging  methods  to  the 
available  prey,  and  at  times  use  the  same 
techniques,  sometimes  in  mixed  flocks 
(Boecker  1967).  For  example,  both  feed  in 
flocks  on  shoals  of  small  fish  swimming  near 
the  surface,  either  in  shallow  water  where  the 
fish  are  swimming  over  sandbars  or  in 
deeper  water  when  the  prey  are  driven  to  the 
surface  by  predatory  fish  attacking  them 
from  below  (Dunn  1972;  Nisbet  1983; 
Cramp  1985).  In  these  circumstances,  both 
species  cruise  over  the  shoal  at  heights 
typically  of  3-8m,  hover  when  they  sight  a 
suitable  prey  item,  and  plunge  vertically  into 
the  water.  Arctic  and  Common  Terns  are 
also  similar  in  behaviour  when  surface- 
dipping for  crustaceans,  insects  or  offal 
within  5cm  of  the  surface,  or  when  hawking 
for  insects  in  the  air  (authors’  observations). 
W hen  feeding  in  these  ways,  Arctic  and 
Common  Terns  differ  only  in  subtle  flight 
actions  and  mannerisms. 

The  Arctic  Tern  has  the  lightest  and  most 
‘airy’  wing  action  of  the  three  species,  a con- 
sequence of  its  relatively  low  wing-loading 
(J.  J.  Hatch  in  litt.).  It  also  has  a distinctive 


I'  ig.  2.  A typical  plunge-dive  pattern  oft  lommon  Tern  Sterna  hirundo  [Bernard Sainte- Marie) 
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Fig.  3.  The  plunge-diving 
method  of  Roseate  Tern 
Sterna  dougallii  'flying  into 
the  water’  ( Bernard  Sainle- 
Marie) 


‘stepped-hover’  habit  when  hunting  (fig.  1):  often  hovering  at  up  to  10m 
above  the  water  surface,  it  descends  vertically  to  a new  position  and  again 
hovers,  before  plunge-diving,  descending  further  to  a new  hovering 
position,  or  breaking  off  the  hunt  to  search  elsewhere.  This  habit  of 
hovering  at  different  heights  in  a single  vertical  plane  is  conspicuous  at  a 
considerable  range.  We  have  not  yet  noted  either  Common  or  Roseate 
Terns  employing  this  ‘stepped-hover’  while  fishing;  Forster's  Tern  S. 
Jorsteri , however,  occasionally  uses  this  method  (M.  K.  McNicholl  in  litt.). 
The  Arctic  Tern  may  also  step  its  hover  upwards  before  diving,  perhaps  to 
enable  it  to  dive  deeper,  or  in  response  to  being  detected  by  the  prey  below. 
Judging  from  their  extensive  use  of  hovering  flight,  Arctic  Terns  are  better 
adapted  for  this  type  of  flight  than  either  Common  or  Roseate  Terns;  this  is 
probably  another  consequence  of  their  lower  wing-loading. 

Like  other  Sterna  species.  Common  Terns  frequently  plunge-dive  directly 
from  a hovering  position.  Usually,  however,  they  maintain  forward  speed 
as  they  approach  prey,  so  that  they  often  execute  a complete  turn  or  a 
figure-of-eight  pattern  before  hovering  and  diving  (fig.  2).  Although 
Common  and  Arctic  Terns  dive  from  similar  ranges  (1  Vi -8m),  Arctics  tend 
to  hover  initially  at  greater  heights.  Common  Terns  make  angled  dives, 
generally  at  lower  heights  than  dives  from  a hover.  Arctic  Terns  also  make 
angled  dives,  but  less  frequently  than  Common  Terns.  Aborted  dives,  or 
low-level  swoops,  may  end  up  in  a hovering  flight,  which  in  the  Arctic  Tern 
may  be  follow  ed  by  a vertical  'retreat'  as  described  above. 

The  Roseate  Tern  also  has  a unique  fishing  and  div  ing  habit  (fig.  3).  This 
species  flies  on  stiff  wings,  with  rapid  and  shallow  wingbeats.  It  usually 
feeds  on  shoaling  fish  in  water  deeper  than  70cm.  and  rarelv  joins  feeding 
flocks  of  Common  or  Arctic  Terns  (Nisbet  1981;  Safina  1983).  Hunting 
Roseate  Terns  fly  in  irregular  patterns  over  the  feeding  area,  often  covering 
100-500m  or  even  as  much  as  1km  between  dives.  W hen  feeding  in  this 
way,  thev  fly  much  higher  than  foraging  Common  or  Arctic  Terns,  typically 
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22.  Ai  xt ic  Tern  Sterna paradisaea  from  below,  showing  bright  outer  wing  patch,  Massachusetts. 

USA  (David  C.  Twichell) 


at  8- 1 5 m (Nisbet  1981).  Once  a suitable  prey  has  been  sighted,  they  tend  to 
‘fly  into  the  water’,  this  resulting  in  a plunge-dive  executed  at  a much 
greater  speed  than  those  of  the  other  two  species.  Roseate  Terns  commonly 
remain  submerged  for  2-lVi  seconds,  whereas  Common  and  Arctic  Terns 
are  usually  submerged  for  only  I-IV2  seconds  (Dunn  1972;  Nisbet  1981). 
Thus,  they  appear  to  dive  much  deeper  than  the  other  two.  When  Roseate 
Terns  occasionally  join  flocks  of  Common  or  Arctic  Terns  feeding  over 
predatory  fish,  they  often  dive  from  lower  heights,  in  the  range  of  lV2-6m 
(Dunn  1972;  Nisbet  1981).  They  are,  however,  less  able  than  Common 
Terns  to  hover  for  extended  periods,  unless  facing  into  a still  breeze;  in  light 
winds,  they  either  hover  for  short  periods  with  rapid  wingbeats  or  fly  to  and 
fro  through  the  flock. 

Wing  action  in  unhurried  or  direct  flight 

1 n an  unhurried  fishing  or  commuting  flight,  the  Arctic  Tern’s  wing  action 
appears  unique.  Compared  with  the  flight  of  Common  or  Roseate  Terns,  it 
is  generally  more  graceful  or  ‘butterfly-like’:  the  wings  are  quickly  snapped 
upwards,  followed  by  a slightly  slower  downbeat,  the  total  impression 
being  such  that  it  is  easier  to  see  the  downstroke  than  the  upstroke.  In 
contrast,  the  flight  of  the  Common  Tern  seems  to  have  a faster  and  more 
powerful  downstroke;  there  is  also  a more  lumbering  appearance  to  its  wing 
action  compared  with  that  of  the  other  two  species.  The  Roseate  Tern  has  a 
distinctive  wing  action,  very  stifi-and-shallow  beats  with  equal  emphasis  on 
the  upstroke  and  downstroke;  its  wings  are  proportionately  shorter  than 
those  ol  Common  and  Arctic  Terns,  and  its  wingbeat  frequency  and  flight 
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23.  Common  Terns  Sterna  turunda  from  below,  showing  black  inner  webs  of  outer  primaries. 

Massachusetts,  USA  ( David  C.  Tu  ichell) 


speed  are  considerably  faster  than  those  of  the  other  two  species. 

Primary  patterns 

In  addition  to  differences  in  flight  and  wing  actions,  adults  of  these  three 
tern  species  have  distinctive  patterning  on  the  primaries.  A full  discussion 
of  the  usefulness  of  wing  pattern  in  the  identification  of  adult  Arctic  and 
Common  Terns  is  given  by  Richardson  (1953),  Yande  Weghe  (1966)  and 
Hume  & Grant  ( 1974),  but  a brief  summary  follows. 

All  three  species  have  black  outer  webs  on  the  outer  primaries,  showing 
as  a black  leading  edge  to  the  wing  when  viewed  from  above  or  below.  The 
Common  Tern  has  black  on  the  outer  three  to  six  (usually  five)  primaries, 
and  the  black  extends  as  a wedge  up  the  inner  webs  of  all  but  the  outermost 
two  feathers;  these  black  markings  are  visible  in  flight  from  below  as  a 
broad  black  streak  along  the  trailing  edge  (plate  23),  and  from  above  as  a 
dark  subterminal  ‘slash’  across  the  outer  primaries  when  the  wing  is  fully 
spread.  On  the  Arctic  Tern,  the  black  on  the  trailing  edge  is  confined  to  the 
extreme  tips  of  the  outer  four  to  five  primaries  and  the  bases  ofall  primaries 
are  translucent,  forming  a bright  patch  in  the  middle  of  the  outer  wing  when 
seen  from  below  (plate  22);  this  is  occasionally  visible  in  flight  from  a 
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distance,  causing  a grey-and-white  ‘flickering*'  in  certain  lights.  On  the 
Roseate  Tern,  only  the  outer  two  or  three  (usually  three)  primaries  are 
black  on  the  outer  webs,  and  the  trailing  edge  of  the  wing  is  entirely  white 
(plate  24);  the  general  brightness  of  this  ‘white’  tern  is  the  best  aid  in 
identification,  in  combination  with  its  rapid  wingbeats  and  high  flight 
speed. 

Feeding  habitats  and  territories 

T he  preferred  feeding  areas  of  Roseate  Terns  are  in  tide-rips  or  in  tidal 
channels,  where  prey  are  brought  near  to  the  surface  by  vertical  movements 
of  the  water.  It  would,  however,  be  misleading  to  attempt  a description  of 
the  typical  feeding  areas  used  by  each  species.  In  some  places,  terns  may 
traditionally  forage  in  particular  spots  such  as  tide-rips,  open  water  or 
along  the  edges  of  tidal  flats.  Depending  on  the  location,  tern  species  may 
form  mixed  feeding  flocks  or  may  be  spatially  segregated. 

An  interesting  behavioural  difference  between  Roseate  Terns  and  Arctic 
and  Common  Terns  is  that  the  first  species  is  the  only  one  that  does  not 
defend  feeding  territories  (Nisbet  1981,  1983;  Kirkham  1986).  These 
territories  consist  of  stretches  of  shoreline,  usually  located  near  the  breeding 
colony  and  occupied  only  while  breeding  is  in  progress.  Intraspecific 

24.  Roseate  Terns  Sterna  dougallii  from  above,  showing  black  outer  webs  of outer  primaries  and 
white  trailing  edge  of  wing,  Massachusetts,  USA  ( David  C.  Twichell) 
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territorial  chases  are  generally  quite  easy  to  spot.  They  typically  involve 
rapid  flights,  with  the  territory-holder  beginning  his  chase  low  to  the  water, 
below  the  intruder;  as  the  intruder  retreats  from  the  defended  area,  the 
territory-holder  flies  several  metres  upwards  and  returns  in  unhurried 
llight  to  a perch  or  to  the  shoreline  within  the  territory,  to  resume  foraging. 
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Summary 

Different  (light  patterns  of  Arctic  Sterna  paradisaea,  Common  .S’,  hirundo  and  Roseate  Terns  S. 
dougallu  are  discussed,  with  particular  reference  to  their  usefulness  in  distinguishing  the 
species.  In  particular,  the  three  species  demonstrate  different  manners  of  flying  and  hovering 
before  catching  prey.  Brief  notes  are  also  given  on  primary  patterns  and  feeding  territories. 
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34.  David  Fisher 

Dave  Fisher  was  born  in  Cardiff  in  1954,  and  has  been  an  obsessive  birder 
from  an  early  age.  Whilst  still  at  school,  he  got  to  know  a small  group  of 
other  keen  Welsh  birders,  and  soon  he  was  making  regular  trips  with  them 
to  English  birding  hot-spots.  Portland  Bill  Bird  Observatory  quickly 
became  one  of  his  favourite  haunts,  so  much  so  that  when  he  left  school  he 
chose  to  attend  teacher  training  college  at  Weymouth  purely  because  of  its 
proximity  to  Portland. 

During  his  several  years  at  Weymouth,  he  became  hooked  on  twitching 
(he  admits  to  having  seen  Nighthawk  in  Britain  before  Nightjar),  but  he 
also  developed  his  deeper  interests  in  bird  identification  skills.  He  spent 
many  long  hours  in  the  field  around  Weymouth,  in  particular  making  a 
study  of  local  Mediterranean  Gull  occurrences.  His  careful  and  critical 
observations  also  made  an  important  contribution  to  sorting  out  the 

25.  David  Fisher,  Mongolia,  June  1985  ( Lasse J.  Laine) 
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problems  of  winter-plumaged  Spotted  Sandpiper  identification — by 
proving  the  first  British  record  of  over-wintering  of  the  species  at  nearby 
Portland  Harbour. 

After  completing  his  teacher  training  course,  he  spent  a summer  as  an 
RSPB  warden  watching  over  nesting  Peregrines  in  his  native  Wales,  and  he 
then  applied  for  and  got  the  job  of  Activities  Organiser  for  the  YOC.  This, 
of  course,  necessitated  a move  to  Bedfordshire  and,  whilst  a long  way  from 
his  beloved  Portland,  he  was  at  least  within  striking  distance  ofspending  his 
weekends  birding  in  Norfolk. 

Dave  became  deeply  involved  with,  and  enjoyed,  his  important  work 
promoting  the  RSPB  through  the  YOG.  He  was  ideally  qualified  for  the  job, 
but  he  soon  found  that,  for  him,  spending  only  weekends  in  the  field  was  not 
enough.  Every  day  of  leave  that  he  could  scrape  together  was  spent  on 
birding  holidays  in  Europe.  I joined  him  on  most  of  these  trips,  and  it  was 
during  this  period  that  he  became  the  almost  fanatical  list-maker  that  he  is 
today.  Foreign  birding  holidays  soon  became  the  most  important  thing  in 
his  life,  and  provided  the  grounding  for  his  wide  knowledge  of  West 
Palearctic  birds.  So,  after  being  asked  to  lead  one  or  two  birdwatching 
tours,  it  was  with  only  a very  little  hesitation  that  he  jumped  at  the  chance 
to  become  one  of  Britain’s  very  few  full-time  birdwatching  tour  leaders. 
After  four  years  with  the  YOC,  he  left  the  employ  of  the  RSPB  (ven 
amicably;  he  still  lives  at  Sandy,  and  maintains  his  personal  contacts  at  The 
Lodge)  and  is  now  Managing  Director  of  SLINBIRD.  His  much-envied  job 
(not  least  by  me)  takes  him  on  birding  trips  all  over  the  world,  but  also 
involves  a good  deal  of  organisational  and  office  work. 

His  open-natured  friendliness  to  all  has  undoubtedly  been  one  of  the 
main  reasons  for  his  popularity  as  a tour  leader.  His  ability  to  communicate 
instructively  without  talking  down  to  participants  is  perhaps  a gift  not 
shared  by  all  bird-tour  leaders.  He  is  one  of  the  keenest  twitchers  that  I 
know,  and  when  it  comes  to  list-making  there  is  no-one  to  touch  him.  yet  he 
really  knows  and  loves  his  birds.  His  interest  in  the  natural  world  does  not 
stop  there,  however.  He  is  also  a keen  pursuer  of'  mammals,  reptiles, 
amphibians,  butterflies  and  dragonflies — indeed,  anything  that  moves! 

During  a three-month  trip  to  Turkey  in  1974.  Dave  developed  a special 
interest  in  the  birds  of  the  Middle  East.  Repeated  visits  to  Israel  (he  has 
now  been  there  eight  times)  have  maintained  this  interest  and  he  has  been  a 
council  member  of  the  Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East  since  its 
formation  in  1978  and  is  editor  of  its  twiee-yearly  bulletin.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  recently  formed  East  African  Rarities  Committee,  primarily 
for  his  experience  with  Palearctic  species,  although  he  has  already  made 
seven  trips  to  African  countries  south  of  the  Sahara.  On  a lighter  note,  he 
hopes  to  be  the  first  person  to  have  seen  all  the  species  on  the  British  list 
(with  the  exception  of  Great  Auk  and  perhaps  Eskimo  Curlew)  somewhere 
in  the  world.  Currently  he  has  got  just  ten  to  go! 

Dave’s  apparent  obsessive  cleanliness  has  developed  over  recent  years.  I 
think  it  must  have  originated  from  a desire  to  put  on  a neat  appearance  for 
tour  participants,  combined  with  an  over-reaction  to  so  much  time  spent  in 
sweaty  climates.  If  he  is  not  in  the  field  birding,  then  he  is  never  happier 
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than  when  in  the  bathroom.  Also  in  recent  year? he  has  developed  a passion 
for  health  foods.  He  tells  me  that  a modest  daily  intake  of  alcohol  is  an 
important  and  necessary  part  ofhis  health  diet.  I am  rather  unconvinced  by 
this  argument,  but  it  is  only  a minor  flaw  in  his  character  that  after  seeing 
the  bird  on  a twitch  we  have  to  look  for  the  nearest  pub  to  celebrate. 

S.  J.  M.  Gantlett 


Mystery  photographs 

1 QO  The  mystery  bird  in  plate  2 (repeated  on  page  51)  is  obviously 
A Jm*  either  a lark  (Alaudidae)  or  a pipit  Anthus.  The  combination  of 
( 1)  rather  longish  and  not  particularly  heavy  bill,  (2)  rather  long  legs,  (3) 
seemingly  longish  tail,  (4)  lack  of  any  trace  of  a crest,  (5)  neat  dark 
moustachial  stripe,  pale  submoustachial  stripe  and  dark  malar  stripe,  (6) 
finely  streaked  breast,  and  (7)  strongly  patterned  median  coverts  rule  out 
all  Western  Palearctic  larks. 

The  comparatively  heavy  bill  (for  a pipit),  very  sparsely  streaked 
underparts  (no  streaks  on  flanks),  prominent  supercilium,  and  long  legs  are 
all  characters  of  the  larger  pipits:  Richard’s  A.  novaeseelandiae , Blyth’s  A. 
godlewskii , and  Tawny  A.  campestris. 


26.  Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae,  Israel,  November  1985  (Per  Alstrom) 


Gould  it  be  a Tawny  Pipit?  Juvenile  Tawny  Pipits  have  either  heavily 
streaked  or  spotted  breasts.  This  bird  does,  however,  show  no  sign  of 
juvenile  feathers  on  what  can  be  seen  of  the  upperparts  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  78: 
347-350).  The  coverts  (outer  greaters  are  missing)  are  also  adult-patterned 
(cf.  fig.  1).  Occasionally,  even  first-winter  and  adult  Tawny  Pipits  show 
rather  heavily  streaked  breasts.  One  character  of  the  mystery  bird,  namely 
the  all-pale  lores,  rules  out  Tawny  Pipit,  which  shows  a distinct  dark  stripe 
on  the  lores.  (Beware,  however,  that  from  certain  angles  the  lores  of 
Richard’s  and  Blyth’s  Pipits  may  look  dark.  Moreover,  a tiny  minority  of 
I awny  Pipits  have  a faint,  dark  loral  stripe.) 

1 he  mystery  bird  is  thus  either  a Richard’s  or  a Blyth’s  Pipit.  Those  two 
species  are  extremely  similar  and  can  be  safely  identified  in  the  held  only 
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Fig.  1.  Tips  of  fresh  median  coverts  from  right  wing  of,  left  to  right:  adult  Blvth’s  Anthus 
godlewskii,  adult  Richard’s  A.  novaesee/andiae , and  juvenile  of  either  species  (Per  Alstrom) 


under  favourable  circumstances.  The  most  reliable  plumage  character  for 
telling  Richard’s  and  Blyth’s  apart  is  the  pattern  ofth t adult  median  coverts 
( juvenile  median  coverts  are  identical  in  the  two  species;  a correct  age 
diagnosis  is  thus  essential  for  specific  identification  based  on  this 
character).  The  dark  centres  arc  more  sharply  set-off  and  more  squarely 
cut-off  against  the  pale  tips  on  Blyth’s  Pipit  (see  fig.  1).  The  pale  tips  are 
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marginally  very  slightly  paler  and  more  sandy-coloured,  less  rufous,  on 
newly  moulted  Blyth’s,  but  on  both  species  they  become  whitish  when  worn 
and  bleached.  The  exact  pattern  of  the  median  coverts  is,  of  course,  difficult 
to  assess  in  the  field,  but,  if  seen  well,  is  a very  reliable  character  distin- 
guishing Blyth’s  from  Richard’s  Pipit;  individuals  showing  a pattern 
approaching  that  of  the  other  species  are  extremely  scarce.  The  median 
coverts  of  the  mystery  bird  are  patterned  like  a Blyth’s  Pipit,  and  that  is 
thus  the  identity  of  the  bird,  photographed  in  the  USSR  in  April  1974  by- 
Irene  Neufeldt. 

Other  differences  between  Blyth’s  and  Richard’s  Pipit  in  Jresh  plumage 
are:  slightly  greyer  and  more  heavily  streaked  upperparts  and  more 
uniformly  coloured  underparts  on  Blyth’s,  due  to  slightly  more  buff-tinged 
belly  and  slightly  paler  breast  (and  often  flanks,  too,  the  latter — particu- 
larly the  rear  flanks — however,  frequently  contrasting  deeper  and  warmer 
buff  than  the  rest  of  the  underparts;  the  tone , however,  is  not  deeper  than  on 
Richard’s).  Blyth’s  is  slightly  smaller,  with  proportionately  slightly  shorter 
bill,  tarsi,  hind-claws  and  tail,  but  these  characters  are  of  limited  use  in  the 
field.  The  shorter  and  slightly  more  decurved  hind-claw  of  Blyth’s  is  just 
visible  on  the  mystery  photograph.  On  average,  Blyth’s  Pipit  shows  less 
white  on  the  second  outermost  tail  feather  (there  is,  however,  some  overlap) 
but  that  is  useful  only  in  the  hand.  The  calls  (but  not  the  song  and  display 
flight)  are  apparently  very  similar,  and  seem  to  be  difficult  to  distinguish. 

Per  Alstrom  and  Krister  Mild 

Marholmsv.  105,  S-436  00  Askim , Sweden 


28.  Mystery  photograph  123.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


Product  reports 


Items  included  in  this  feature  have  been  submitted  by  the  manufacturers  or  their  agents.  The 
reviews  are  the  personal  opinions  of  the  reviewers;  they  are  not  the  result  of  technical  tests,  but 
are  assessments  made  after  use  in  appropriate  conditions  (e.g.  in  the  field).  Neither  British 
Birds  nor  the  individual  reviewers  can  accept  responsibility  for  anv  adverse  consequences  of 
opinions  stated,  and  items  are  accepted  for  review  on  this  understanding.  We  aim,  however,  to 
be  helpful  both  to  our  readers  and  to  the  manufacturers  of  goods  used  by  birdwatchers.  Eds 


Swift  Audubon  HR  8.5  X 44  BWCF  binoculars 

Let  me  state  straight  away  that  this  binocular  is  a brand  new  model, 
sharing  little  but  name  with  the  old  ‘Audubon’.  I have  been  a confirmed 
roof-prism  binocular  user  for  over  ten  years  and  so  came  to  the  ‘traditional’ 
porro-prism  ‘Audubon’  with  a critical  eye.  Binocular  manufacturers  are  in 
an  unenviable  position,  because  the  laws  of  physics  mean  that  the  perfect 
instrument  is  unattainable — any  attempt  is  necessarily  a compromise. 
There  are  features,  however,  which  birders  need  more  than  others,  and 
manufacturers  are  slowly  coming  to  an  appreciation  of  these,  many  of 
which  arc  incorporated  in  the  new  ‘Audubon’. 

A binocular’s  reputation  rests  in  the  final  reckoning  on  its  optical 
performance,  and  in  this  respect  the  ‘Audubon’  is  superb.  The  image  is  very- 
bright,  very  sharp  and  free  from  aberration — as  good  as  any  binoculars  that 
I have  looked  through,  and  better  than  most.  This  alone  provides  a very 
strong  recommendation.  Add  to  this  the  wide  field  of  view,  and  the  fact  that 
they  focus  down  to. 4 m (manufacturer’s  figure  is  13  feet),  though  my  pair 
came  down  to  under  3 m — good  for  dragonflies  and  butterflies  as  well  as 
that  skulking  Locustella.  The  broad  rubber-covered  focusing  barrel  is  easy  to 
use  (though  a potential  trap  for  gloved  finger  tips  in  winter:  on  several 
occasions  I thought  the  focusing  had  seized,  only  to  find  my  gloves 
wedged),  and  they  are  comfortable  to  hold,  if  a little  bulky  to  my  roof- 
prism-accustomed  hands.  Although  slightly  heavier  than  many  current 
binoculars,  they  are,  at  820  g,  acceptably  light  for  use  in  the  field,  some 
220  g lighter  and  considerably  smaller  than  the  original  ‘Audubon*.  The 
object-lens  surrounds  are  rubberised  for  protection,  though  the  object 
lenses  themselves  are  only  shallowly  recessed  and  therefore  at  some  risk  of 
being  fingered  and  hence  smeared,  not  to  mention  scratched.  Fold-down 
rubber  eyecups  allow  spectacle  wearers,  such  as  myself,  a full  field  of  view, 
and  a tripod  bush  is  set  into  the  rigid  end  of  the  focusing  barrel. 

There  are,  however,  a number  of  drawbacks  other  than  those  already 
mentioned,  some  of  which  came  to  light  only  with  constant  use.  The  most 
annoying  was  the  relativ  e looseness  of  the  right  eye-piece  focusing,  which 
meant  that  the  image  was  often  out  of  focus  to  my  eyes  when  picking  up  the 
binoculars,  even  when  around  my  neck  in  the  field;  this  eye-piece  is  now 
taped  at  the  zero  marker:  doubly  annoying  because  this  eye-piece  can  be 
used  alone  as  a monocular  to  focus  even  closer  for  insect  watching,  down  to 
2.3  m for  me!  (The  suppliers  regarded  this  fault  as  ‘most  unusual*  and 
offered  to  correct  it  free  of  charge.) 

I also  found  that  the  rubber  eyecups  had  worn  badly  after  only  six 
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months’  use,  and  are  now  in  worse  condition  than  the  ten-year-old  eyecups 
on  my  roof-prisms;  but  they  do  pull  off,  and  are  replaceable.  I had  to  refocus 
more  frequently  than  I was  used  to,  but  the  depth  of  field  is  perfectly 
acceptable.  When  looking  into  bright  light,  there  is  some  internal  reflection. 
In  use  in  steady  rain,  despite  a rainguard  (why  aren’t  these  provided? — far 
more  important  to  my  mind  than  the  smart  case  and  totally  useless  lens 
caps),  one  of  the  barrels  let  in  water  and  fogged  up,  but  unfortunately  this 
seems  inevitable  with  any  binocular  which  is  not  wholly  waterproof. 

Don’t  let  these  relatively  minor  drawbacks  put  you  off  testing  a pair.  At  a 
price  of  well  under  £200,  and  with  a lifetime  guarantee,  the  Swift  ‘Audubon’ 
is  an  excellent  buy  for  birdwatching.  Ian  Dawson 
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Birds  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  By  J.  P.  Cullen  and  P.  P.  Jennings. 
Illustrated  by  Alan  Harris.  Bridgeen  Publications,  Douglas,  1986.  364 
pages;  1 colour  plate;  24  black-and-white  plates;  89  line-drawings;  151 
breeding-distribution  and  other  maps.  £18.00. 

The  elegantly  designed  cover  by  Alan  Harris — showing  four  Choughs  in  a variety  of  poses 
among  thrift,  navelwort  and  lichen-covered  rocks,  with  two  Oystercatchers  flying  below,  onto 
the  spine — suggested  that  the  book  itself  might  prove  to  be  a treat  for  the  reader.  I was  not 
disappointed! 

The  first  46  pages  describe  something  of  the  topography,  geology  and  climate  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  then  lead  the  reader  through  each  habitat  in  turn.  I have  visited  the  Isle  only 
once — on  a university  field  trip  in  1958,  when  I was  more  concerned  with  marine  algae  than 
with  birds — so  judged  these  chapters  as  might  a stranger  rather  than  a local  or  a regular 
visitor.  These  descriptive  chapters  create  clear  mental  pictures,  reinforced  by  45  well-chosen 
and  superbly  reproduced  black-and-white  photographs  of  a selection  of  the  island’s  best- 
known  places. 

The  book  ends  with  a comprehensive  gazetteer  and  bibliography,  but,  as  with  most  county 
and  regional  avifaunas,  most  space  (nearly  290  pages)  is  devoted  to  the  systematic  list.  This  is 
truly  a model  of  what  is  needed.  The  headings  are  clear  and  bold;  each  species  starts  with  a 
summary  line,  giving  its  status  in  a nutshell;  historical  references  are  detailed  interestingly; 
records  of  the  scarcer  birds  are  given  in  full,  and  of  commoner  birds  are  succinctly  sum- 
marised; there  are  facts  galore  for  those  who  need  them,  and  they  are  expertly  summarised  in 
words  or — whenever  appropriate — by  very  clear  and  well  designed  maps,  histograms  or 
graphs.  The  reader’s  attention  is  drawn  to  changes  in  status  and  population  trends,  and 
comparison  made  with  other  places  (e.g.  records  from  the  Calf  of  Man  Bird  Observatory  are 
compared  with  Bardsey  Bird  Observatory;  breeding  increases  or  declines  are  compared  with 
the  British  National  Common  Birds  Census  figures;  and  soon).  Each  page  is  neither  crammed, 
nor  filled  with  unnecessarily  large  white  spaces;  the  balance  is  just  right.  On  top  of  this,  the 
book’s  appearance  is  enhanced  by  a liberal  scattering  of  delicate  illustrations  drawn  especially 
for  it  by  Alan  Harris. 

As  a whole,  this  book  is  a delight  for  the  browser,  the  dipper  or  the  reader.  We  can  even  learn 
a little  of  Manx  tradition,  such  as  the  fact  that  'in  the  parish  of  Maughold  a white  Rook  was 
thought  to  foretell  a wedding’  or  that  the  Manx  name  for  Long-eared  Owl — Kione  chart — 
means,  very  appropriately,  ‘Cat’s  Head’;  indeed,  most  species-accounts  end  with  the  Manx 
name  and,  where  known,  an  English  translation. 

II  1 have  seemed  effusive  in  my  praise,  this  is  justified.  I can  think  of  no  ways  in  which  the 
content  could  have  been  bettered,  and  the  design  and  production  are  positively  Poyseresque. 
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A magnificent  book,  but  who  will  buy  it?  It  is  certainly  intended  not  just  for  ornithologists 
living  in  or  visiting  the  Isle  ol  Man.  Lying  in  the  I rish  Sea,  with  Scotland  to  the  north.  England 
to  the  east,  \\  tiles  to  the  south,  and  1 reland  to  the  west,  the  ornithology  of  the  Isle  of  Man  is  of 
great  interest  to  birdwatchers  and  zoologists  in  each  of  those  countries.  Whv  have  Bullfinches 
Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  not  colonised  the  island?  1 hat  species  occurred  as  a vagrant  onlv  17  times 
(mostly  in  late  March  and  early  April)  during  the  20 years  1965-84.  Long-eared  Owls  Asio otus 
are  well  distributed  (having  now  recovered  from  a decline  in  the  1960s),  but,  as  in  Ireland,  the 
lawny  Owl  does  not  breed  in  Man.  1 he  resident  Carrion  Cl  row  Corvus  corone  is,  again  like 
Ireland,  the  'hooded  race  C.  c.  comix.  Two  ‘Manx  specialities’,  the  Chough  Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax  and  the  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata , and  the  absence  of  woodpeckers  (Picidae)  and 
Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea  are  further  links  with  Ireland.  Dippers  Cinclus  ci  ml  us  formerly  bred,  but 
are  now  rare  visitors.  Interestingly,  examination  of  six  specimens  has  shown  that  four  are  of the 
British  race  C.  c.  gularis  and  two  of  the  Irish  race  C.  c.  hibernicus. 

Compared  with  many  county  avifaunas.  Birds  of  the  Isle  oj  Man  is  not  expensive  at  £18. 00. 

I he  explanation,  in  part  at  least,  is  that  the  authors  are  also  the  publishers,  with  Bridgeen — 
the  Manx  name  for  the  Oystercatchcr  Haematopus  ostralegus — Publications  having  the  same 
address  as  the  first-named  author  and  the  acknowledgments  noting  thanks  to  DrJ.  C.  Donv  for 
his  advice  on  DIY  publishing.  Commercial  publishers  seem — often  quite  rightly — to  regard 
county  publications  as  having  a limited  appeal,  and  small  potential  market,  so  either  turn 
down  prospective  authors  or  publish  such  books  at  prohibitively  high  prices,  which  further 
restricts  the  eventual  sales,  thereby  convincing  them  that  they  were  right  in  the  first  place. 
Birds  of  the  Isle  oj  Man  will  serve  as  an  example  to  every  future  author  experiencing  difficulty  in 
finding  a publisher.  DIY! 

I his  excellent  book  deserves  to  be  on  the  bookshelves  of  not  only  everv  Manx  birdwatcher, 
but  also  every  British  and  every  Irish  ornithologist,  indeed  everyone  with  any  interest  in 
bird-distribution  or  good  books.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


Twentieth  Century  Wildlife  Artists.  By  Nicholas  Hammond. 

Christopher  Helm,  Bromley,  198b.  224  pages;  1 17  colour  plates;  89  black- 
and-white  plates.  £80.00. 

Anyone  interested  in  wildlife  art  (and  certainly  anyone  practising  it)  should  get  Twentieth 
Century  Wildlife  Artists.  This  attractive  large-format  book  is  well  researched,  very  interesting 
and  full  of  wildlife  paintings  by  many  of  this  century’s  leading  wildlife  artists. 

The  book  is  arranged  in  two  parts.  Part  One  explores  the  history  and  background  of  wildlife 
art,  taking  us  right  back  to  the  cav  e paintings  of  early  man.  It  also  giv  es  an  account  of  the 
development  of  wildlife  art  and  illustration  this  century . Part  Two,  which  forms  the  main  bulk 
of  the  book,  contains  biographies  and  paintings  of  43  of  this  century  's  prominent  wildlife 
artists,  living  and  dead,  and  is  lav  ishlv  illustrated  with  colour  and  black-and-white  plates. 
Nicholas  Hammond  is  not  only  deeply  involved  in  wildlife  and  its  conservation,  but  is  also  a 
great  wildlife  art  enthusiast.  In  Part  One.  he  praises  the  work  of  many  of  this  century's  most 
influential  wildlife  artists,  but  also  expresses  concern  at  what  he  sees  as  a lack  of  improvement 
in  wildlife  art  in  recent  years.  He  also  suggests  that  contemporary  artists  should  aspire  to 
remove  the  artistic  prejudice  against  wildlife  painting.  Thus,  he  delivers  a possibly  much 
needed  ‘kick  up  the  backside’  to  today's  artists.  While  many  may  not  entirely  agree  with  his 
criticisms,  thev  should  certainly  stimulate  discussion.  Of  the  43  artists  featured  in  Part  Two. 
many  are  not  well  known  in  Britain,  so  the  book  offers  plenty  of  exciting  ‘new’  discoveries  to 
most  of  us.  There  is  a wide  range  of  techniques  and  styles.  from  the  v ibrant,  almost  explosiv  e 
oils  of  the  German  artist  Manfred  Sehatz  to  the  meticulously  detailed  watercolour  studies  of 
the  Canadian,  J.  Fenwick  Lansdown.  The  biographies  themselves  are  often  fascinating, 
revealing  some  quite  extraordinary  life  stories.  I wonder  how  many  people  knew,  for  instance, 
that  Raymond  Harris  Ching  (of  Reader's  Digest  Book  of  British  Birds  fame)  spent  most  of  his 
teenage  years  as  a street  urchin  in  Wellington,  New  Zealand.  Nicholas  Hammond  also 
describes  the  work  of  each  artist  with  a degree  of  honesty  which  I find  refreshing. 

The  design  and  layout  are  pleasing  and  the  printing  is  generally  very  good,  although  there 
are  two  or  three  colour  plates,  notably  two  of  Michael  W arren’s  work,  w hich  appear  rather 
fuzzy.  This  is  a shame,  as  the  success  of  this  artist’s  paintings  relies  heavilv  on  their  crisp,  clean 
lines.  Being  familiar  with  the  work  of  some  of  the  artists  featured  in  the  book,  perhaps  the 
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choice  of  paintings  could  have  been  better  in  some  cases.  Not,  however,  being  aware  of  the 
constraints  and  availability  of  these  artists’  works,  maybe  this  is  an  unfair  criticism.  On  the 
whole,  this  is  an  excellent  book.  Chris  Rose 

A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Colombia.  By  Steven  L.  Hilty  and  William  L. 
Brown.  Princeton  University  Press,  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  USA,  1986. 
836  pages;  56  colour  plates;  13  black-and-white  plates;  100  text-figures; 

1 ,475  distribution  maps.  Hardback  £63.60;  paperback  £28.60. 

In  number  of  species,  Colombia  has  the  richest  avifauna  of  any  country  in  the  world — nearly 
1 ,700.  Occupying  a strategic  position  in  the  northwestern  corner  of  South  America,  where  the 
junction  with  Panama  adds  a Central  American  element  to  the  avifauna,  it  is  geographically 
very  complex,  with  three  parallel  Andean  ranges,  deep  valleys  between  them,  Amazonian 
forest  and  savannas  to  the  east,  humid  Pacific  coastal  forest  to  the  west,  some  isolated 
mountain  massifs,  and  very  dry  country  along  part  of  the  Caribbean  coast.  Until  now,  any 
ornithologist  visiting  Colombia  has  had  to  make  do  with  de  Schauensee’s  long  out-of-print 
Birds  oj  Colombia  ( 1964),  supplemented  by  recent  handbooks  on  neighbouring  countries  such 
as  Venezuela  and  Panama.  Valuable  though  it  was,  de  Schauensee’s  book  was  far  from  being  a 
field  guide;  it  was  scantily  illustrated  and  gave  almost  no  information  on  field  characters. 

The  long-awaited  appearance  of  Hiltv  & Brown’s  new  book  is  therefore  an  important  event 
for  South  American  ornithology.  As  the  title  indicates,  it  is  not  just  a field  guide.  It  is  a field 
guide  among  other  things,  but  its  scope  is  much  wider.  Almost  every  species  is  illustrated,  the 
great  majority  in  colour,  and  the  first  one  or  two  sections  of  text  for  each  species  deal  with  field 
identification,  under  the  headings  ‘Identification’  and  (where  relevant)  ‘Similar  species’. 
Further  sections  deal  with  ‘Voice’,  ‘Behaviour’,  ‘Breeding’,  ‘Status  and  habitat’,  and  ‘Range’. 
These  sections  summarise  a great  deal  of  information  that  would  be  difficult  or,  in  many  cases, 
impossible  to  find  elsewhere,  and  they  are  supported  by  references  to  a 16-page  bibliography. 
The  authors  have  done  a great  deal  of  fieldwork  in  all  parts  of  Colombia,  and  have  drawn  on 
unpublished  observations  by  others.  They  have  also  examined  all  relevant  museum  material 
and  have  made  a thorough  study  of  the  literature.  As  a result,  the  species  accounts — occupying 
630  double-column  pages — are  exceptionally  valuable,  presenting  a vast  amount  of 
information  in  compact  form.  The  first  40  pages  deal  with  general  aspects  such  as  climate, 
vegetation,  and  the  history  of  Colombian  ornithology.  The  final  160  pages  include  the 
literature  list,  already  mentioned,  and — most  valuably — a series  of  1 ,475  thumb-nail  but  clear 
distribution  maps.  It  is  perhaps  a pity  that  each  map  could  not  have  accompanied  the  relevant 
species  account,  but  this  would  have  been  much  less  economical  of  space. 

The  only  serious  criticism  that  can  be  made  of  A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Colombia  concerns  the 
plates.  Here  the  publishers  clearly  had  a problem.  A very  large  number  of  Colombian  bird 
species  also  occur  in  neighbouring  Venezuela,  and  were  illustrated  in  de  Schauensee  & Phelps’ 
Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Venezuela  (1978),  also  published  by  Princeton  University  Press.  Duplication 
of  so  many  paintings  would  obviously  have  been  very  expensive,  and  the  solution  adopted  was 
to  re-use  the  Venezuelan  plates  either  wholly  or,  in  most  cases,  in  part,  adjusting  and 
supplementing  them  as  necessary  so  as  to  exclude  those  species  that  do  not  occur  in  Colombia 
and  add  the  extra  Colombian  species.  In  some  cases,  this  has  worked  quite  well  (though  the 
colours,  at  least  in  the  review  copy,  are  mostly  noticeably  paler  in  the  Colombian  book),  but  in 
other  cases  the  result  has  been  less  satisfactory . Thus,  seven  species  ofhermit  hummingbirds 
appear  on  plate  13,  and  12  species,  painted  in  a different  style  by  a different  artist,  on  plate  16. 
Three  of  them  appear  on  both  plates.  The  captions  to  the  plates  are  also  awkwardly  grouped, 
under  unnecessary  and  rather  misleading  headings.  None  of  this  seriously  detracts  from  the 
general  value  of  the  book;  but  it  is  a source  of  slight  irritation,  and  a pity  that  the  excellence  of 
the  text  is  not  quite  matched  by  a similar  excellence  of  illustration. 

1 o sum  up,  nobody  with  any  interest  in  the  birds  of  northern  South  America  should  be 
without  this  book.  For  any  ornithologist  planning  a visit  to  Colombia  it  is  absolutely  essential. 

D.  W.  Snow 

Cumbrian  Birds:  a review  of  status  and  distribution  1964-1984.  By 
Malcolm  Hutcheson.  Frank  Peters,  Kendal,  1986.  140  pages;  24  colour 
plates;  8 line-drawings.  £7.95. 

I he  only  major  publication  dealing  with  birds  of  the  Lake  District  was  Macpherson’s  famous 
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A l erlebrate  fauna  oj  Lakeland,  published  as  long  ago  as  1892.  Since  then,  the  Carlisle  Natural 
History  Society  has  published  at  least  three  up-dating  ‘transactions’,  the  last  and  most 
scholarly  ol  them  being  the  late  Ralph  Stokoe’s  The  Birds  oj  the  Lake  Counties  ( 1962).  One  may 
ponder  why  there  has  been  no  substantial  work  this  century. 

Cumbria  is  one  ol  the  largest  modern  English  counties  and  is  thinly  populated  and 
under-recorded.  Furthermore,  the  major  centres  of  population — Carlisle.  Penrith.  Kendal. 
Barrow,  Y\  hitehaven  and  Workington — are  all  peripheral,  and  cross-country  travel  is  slow. 
T his  may  be  why  no  Cumbrian  ornithological  society  ever  developed.  Instead,  there  emerged 
ten  local  natural  history  or  field  societies,  some  of  them  not  strongly  oriented  towards  birds.  In 
1970,  these  various  bodies  formed  a federal  ‘Association  of  Natural  History  Societies  in 
Cumbria’,  one  of  their  main  aims  in  doing  so  being  to  produce  an  annual  birds-and-natural- 
history  report. 

Malcolm  Hutcheson  has  been  a moving  spirit  in  the  production  of  these  reports  since  at  least 
1974,  and,  now,  in  Cumbrian  Birds,  he  brings  together  data  which  almost  completely  fill  the  gap 
since  Stokoe’s  work.  Records  of  all  rarities  carry  the  approval  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee — and,  in  recent  years,  Tim  Dean,  the  warden  ofWalney  Bird  Observatory,  has 
produced  an  impressive  number.  With  the  more  commonplace  species,  the  author,  like  any 
recorder  lacking  personal  knowledge  of  the  observer,  may  have  a difficult  task.  For  example, 
there  is  a record  of  a flock  of  504  Grey  Plovers  Pluvialis  squatanda  on  14th  February,  although 
Prater,  in  Estuary  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  gave  80  as  the  highest  average  monthly  count  for  the 
entire  south  Solway.  Doubtless  the  record  is  correct,  but  it  does  illustrate  the  nature  of  the 
recorder’s  problem. 

Cumbrian  Birds  is  clearly  not  intended  to  be  the  definitive  work  on  the  subject,  but  Malcolm 
Hutcheson  has  performed  a most  valuable  service  in  giving  us  this  20-year  review. 

Unusually  for  such  a work,  it  includes  ten  pages  of  attractive  colour  plates:  how  do  the 
publishers  offer  these,  good  quality  paper,  and  hard-back  format  at  £7.9.5?  Perhaps  because, 
somewhat  quixotically,  they  have  dispensed  with  a title  page,  date  of  publication,  and  even  a 
copyright  declaration.  Bob  Spencer 

The  Birds  of  Africa.  Volume  II.  Edited  by  Emil  K.  Urban,  C.  Hilary 
Fry  and  Stuart  Keith.  Academic  Press,  London,  1986.  552  pages;  28 
colour  plates;  4 black-and-white  plates;  many  line-drawings  and  maps. 
£65.00. 

The  publication,  four  years  ago,  of  volume  I was  a milestone  in  African  ornithology,  and  the 
appearance  of  this  second  v olume,  covering  game-birds  to  pigeons,  was  eagerly  anticipated. 

Of  the  original  editors,  only  Emil  Urban  remains;  the  main  instigator  of  the  work.  Leslie 
Brown,  unfortunately  died  before  the  publication  of  volume  I,  and  Kenneth  Newman  has  now 
dropped  out  of  the  editorial  team.  The  present  editors  have  done  a splendid  job.  maintaining 
the  high  standards  of  volume  I and  making  some  worthwhile  improvements. 

The  distribution  maps  now  show  breeding  range  (sparse  and  dense),  non-breeding  range 
(also  sparse  and  dense),  areas  where  the  species  occurs  on  migration,  and  extralimital  records. 

Though  the  text  is  not  as  comprehensive  as  that  oiBWP,  even  for  species  which  have  been 
well  studied,  it  is  eminently  readable.  Clear,  concise  sections  cover  range  and  status,  descrip- 
tions and  biometrics,  voice,  field  characters,  general  habits,  food  and  breeding  habits.  Key 
references  are  given  at  the  end  of  each  species  account,  and  the  39  pages  of  references  at  the  end 
of  the  book  include  three  pages  of  acoustic  references  compiled  by  Claude  Chappuis.  a useful 
addition.  A page  of  errata  for  volume  I clears  up  many  of  the  errors  and  omissions. 

The  deadline  for  inclusion  of  information  in  the  present  volume  was  November  1983,  so  it  is 
inevitable  that  some  of  the  published  information  has  now  been  superseded. 

The  nomenclature  and  systematics  are  fairly  standard  and  are  well  defined  in  the  Introduc- 
tion. Despite  an  editorial  comment  that  European  names  have  been  used  for  those  species  with 
a worldwide  distribution,  this  has  not  been  adhered  to  throughout,  and  the  use  of  Mew  Gull  for 
Larus  canus  seems  an  unnecessary  Americanism. 

The  plates,  by  Martin  Woodcock,  are  generally  excellent  and  most  comprehensive,  illus- 
trating, for  example,  six  races  of  Helmeted  Guineafowl  Numida  meleagris.  A minor  quibble  is  the 
occasional  use  of  the  ‘Peterson  technique’  of  hiding  females  behind  the  males  so  that  only  part 
of  the  bird  is  v isible.  A significant  improvement  over  volume  I is  the  use  of  a facing  page  of 
full-size  line-silhouettes  opposite  each  plate,  giving  the  captions.  This  makes  it  easier  to 
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identify  the  individual  illustrations,  though  it  could  be  improved  still  further  by  placing  the 
captions  directly  under  each  illustration.  The  large-format  illustrations  are  preferable  to  the 
tiny  ones  on  some  of  the  plates  in  volume  I . 

This  second  volume  reinforces  the  impression  gained  from  volume  I that  this  handbook  is 
destined  to  become  the  standard  work  for  the  continent,  and  as  such  it  is  indispensable  to 
anyone  with  an  interest  in  African  birds.  Iain  Robertson 

Short  reviews 


The  Kingfisher.  By  David  Boag.  (Shire 
Publications,  1986.  Paperback  £1.25)  One  of 
a scries  of  usually  24-page  booklets,  of  which 
we  have  already  reviewed  The  Puffin  by  Jim 
FI  egg  (Brit.  Birds  78:  685)  and  The  Starling  by 
C.  J.  Feare  (Brit.  Birds  78:  685).  The  series  is 
well  illustrated  and  the  useful  general  texts 
are  of  just  the  right  level  and  length  for  any- 
one interested  in  natural  history. 
Annotated  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Hong 
Kong.  By  M.  L.  Chalmers.  (Hong  Kong 
Birdwatching  Society,  1986.  4th  edn.  Paper- 
back £5.50)  Checklists  of  this  nature  have 
two  major  potential  values.  The  first  is  an 
update  of  archive  material  on  the  status  of  the 
birds  of  an  area,  where  value  can  be  judged 
only  in  historical  perspective.  The  second  is 
as  a guide  to  help  intending  visitors  plan  their 
visit:  here  the  BB  editors  have  hit  the  bulls- 
eye,  as  I intend  to  return  to  the  land  of  my 
birth  (for  the  first  time  since  childhood)  in 
April  1987.  The  279-page  Checklist , too,  hits 
the  bullseye  in  my  opinion:  a brief  descrip- 
tion of  Hong  Kong  habitats  is  followed  by  the 
specific  list.  Though  small,  the  colony  is 
divided  into  eight  regions  (which  helps 
greatly)  and  each  species  account  gives 
details  of  status,  habitat  and  expected  loca- 
tions and  seasonal  occurrence.  Accompany- 
ing histograms  give  a picture  of  both  season 
and  the  likely  chances  of  seeing  the  bird;  and 
migrant  waders,  ducks  and  passerines  are 
given  special  histogram  treatment,  most  use- 
ful to  me  in  deciding  whenabouts  in  April  to 
go.  Only  one  quibble:  the  map  (an  essential) 
is  poorly  printed  and  difficult  to  read;  other- 
wise this  qualifies  as  essential  reading, 
excellently  presented.  Well  done  HKBWS 
and  WWF  Hong  Kong  for  assisting  in 
financing  the  publication.  [Jim  Fi.egg] 
Pocket  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Ireland.  By 
Gordon  D’Arcy.  (Appletree  Press,  1986. 
Paperback,  £3.50)  This  is  one  of  those  slim 
PVC-covered  guides  that  truly  fits  the 
pocket;  it  is  also  strictly  for  beginners.  It 
categorises  123  of  Ireland’s  more  widely 
spread  species  by  using  such  basic  features  as 


‘Long-necked  birds’.  Each  bird  is  illustrated 
with  accompanying  text  giving  brief  details 
of  plumage,  characteristics,  call  and  where 
likely  to  be  found.  Whereas  the  text  is  gener- 
ally good,  many  of  the  illustrations  leave 
much  to  be  desired,  being  in  most  cases  too 
small  and  somewhat  wooden  in  style. 
[A.  A.  K.  Lancaster]  Crows  of  the  World. 
By  Derek  Goodwin.  (British  Museum,  Nat. 
Hist.,  1986.  £30.00)  This  is  a very  welcome 
second  edition  of  the  book  already  reviewed 
in  this  journal  (Brit.  Birds  71:  43).  Although 
there  are  three  new  colour  plates  by  Robert 
Gillmor  (bringing  the  total  to  six),  and  there 
has  been  text  revision,  it  is  likely  that  most 
owners  of  the  first  edition  will  choose  not  to 
spend  a further  £30.00  buying  this  one.  For 
anyone  not  already  owning  a copy,  this  is  a 
very  thorough  and  well-researched  reference 
book,  covering  not  only  identification,  but 
each  species’  distribution  and  habitat,  feed- 
ing and  general  habits,  nesting,  voice,  and 
display  and  social  behaviour.  The  last  of 
these  topics  is  particularly  well  covered  by 
Derek  Goodwin,  himself  a renowned 
behaviourist.  On  top  of  all  this,  the  book  is 
well  printed  and  beautifully  produced. 
Recommended.  The  Adventure  of  Falcon 
Island.  By  Tim  Goodwin;  illustrated  by 
Mark  Peppe.  (Methuen,  London,  1986.  No 
price  quoted)  An  exciting  Highland  adven- 
ture with  mysterious  men,  raging  seas,  brave 
young  boys,  mischievous  girls  and,  of  course, 
an  ornithological  connection.  This  children’s 
book  (6-  to  13-year-old  age  range)  keeps  the 
reader  in  suspense  until  the  very  end;  there 
are  a few  illustrations  which  help  to  boost  the 
imagination.  [Kieran  Sharrock]  The 
Birdlife  of  Britain  8c  Europe.  By  Peter 
Hayman  and  Philip  Burton.  (Mitchell 
Beazley  & RSPB,  1986.  £12.95)  Despite  the 
expanded  title,  this  is  in  fact  The  Birdlife  of 
Britain  (1976)  (reviewed  Brit.  Birds  72:  606) 
with  some  additional  material.  Ten  years 
have  added  12  pages  to  its  length  and  £4.00  to 
its  price.  It  is  still  excellent  value,  and  is 
crammed  with  useful  identification  snippets, 
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often  still  not  found  in  the  standard  field 
guide.  Much  of  the  additional  material  in  this 
revised  edition  is  by  Chris  Mead,  and  adds 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  book  to  the 
beginner  birdwatcher.  It  is  a shame  that  the 
diagrams  showing  ‘key  parts  of  a bird’  are 
unchanged  from  the  first  edition:  they  are 
still  woefully  inadequate.  The  sequence  of 
species  accounts  ‘are  organized  and  grouped 
according  to  their  size  and  their  resemblance 
to  one  another,  rather  than  being  forced  into 
the  more  traditional  taxonomic,  or  scientific, 
order.’  What  a pity!  Admittedly,  this  does 
allow  svvifts  to  be  near  the  hirundines,  and 
Dunnock  to  be  near  the  sparrows,  but  the 
ability  to  identify  at  least  the  family  which 
one  is  watching  is  so  basic  to  field  identifica- 
tion that  I still  contend  that  every  identifica- 
tion book  (even  those  for  the  youngest 
beginners)  is  best  based  on  a taxonomic 
sequence  (which  itself  is  based  on  relation- 
ships between  species  and  groups  of  species.) 
Perhaps  the  publishers,  or  authors,  may 
decide  to  change  for  the  inevitable  third 
edition,  ten  years  or  less  from  now.  This  1986 
edition  is  bigger,  better,  and  splendid  value 
for  money.  It  is  definitely  worth  buying  if  you 
do  not  have  the  earlier  version.  Kingfisher. 
By  Rob  Hume  (RSPB,  Paperback  £1.00  + 
35p  p&p)  This  is  a superb  collection  of  king- 
fisher photographs,  concentrating  on  the 
European  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis , but  also 
with  photographs  of  eight  others  of  the 
world’s  kingfishers.  The  highlights  are  a 
series  showing  kingfishers  diving  after  fish. 
The  accompanying  text  reads  easily,  and  is 
full  of  information.  [R.  J.  Chandler]  The 
Macmillan  Guide  to  Britain’s  Nature 
Reserves.  By  Jeremy  Hywel-Davies, 
Valerie  Thom  and  Linda  Bennett. 
(Macmillan,  1986.  Paperback  £12.95)  This 
paperback  version  of  the  book  already 
reviewed  (Brit.  Birds  78:  262)  is,  at  a weight  of 
1.7  kg  and  a thickness  of  4.8  cm,  the  largest 
paperback  that  I know.  My  copy  of  the  same 
publisher’s  .4  Complete  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of 
the  World  (1984)  is  slightly  smaller,  but — 
despite  being  in  constant  use — is  still  in  good 
condition.  This  revised  edition  has  been 
updated  by  Linda  Bennett.  With  its  descrip- 
tions of  all  of  Britain’s  nature  reserves  (with 
mapped  locations  for  those  where  access  is 
not  restricted  in  some  way)  and  selection  of 
superb  photographs  of  wild  Britain  at  its 
best,  it  is  very  useful  to  have  this  book  avail- 
able at  such  a low  price  (the  hardback 
version  sells  for  £30.00).  Die  Ausgestor- 
benen  Vogel  der  Welt.  By  Dieter  Luther. 
(Die  Neue  Brehm-Biicherei  424.  A.  Ziemsen 


Verlag,  1986.  Paperback  DM2 1 .00)  U pdates 
extinct  part  of  Greenway’s  Extinct  and 
Vanishing  Birds  of  the  World  (mostly  less  than  a 
page  per  taxon),  with  date/cause  of  demise, 
distribution/habitat,  description,  biology, 
museums  with  specimens.  Patchy  and 
incomplete— Small-billed  False  Sunbird 

Neodrepanis  hypoxanlha  and  Jerdon’s  Courser 
Rhinoptilus  bilorquatus  live,  while  some  others 
are  not  provenly  gone.  [N.J.  Collar]  The 
Birds  of  Seychelles  and  the  Outlying 
Islands.  By  Malcolm  Penny.  (Collins, 
1986.  Paperback  £7.95.)  Originally  pub- 
lished in  1974  and  now  reprinted  in  paper- 
back. More  than  just  a field  guide,  with  an 
introduction  to  the  islands,  their  ornitho- 
logical history,  and  chapters  on  the  eco- 
logical importance  of  islands  and 
evolutionary  tendencies  of  island  life.  The 
‘field-guide’  accounts  of  the  islands’  100-odd 
species  are  written  in  a more  readable  style 
than  those  of  most  such  books  (which  usually 
cover  three  or  four  times  as  many  species). 
On  the  Wing.  By  Keith  Porter.  (Mac- 
millan Educational,  1986.  £4.95)  This  48- 
page  glossy,  apparently  aimed  at  the  10-  to 
14-year-old,  seems  to  have  been  hastily 
thrown  together,  with  disjointed  sentences.  A 
photograph  of  a Blue  lit  feeding  nestlings  in 
an  open  Blackbird’s  nest  is  used  as  an 
example  of  an  adult  feeding  its  young,  with 
no  comment  that  it  is  an  extraordinary' 
(unique?)  photograph:  presumably  the 

author  or  the  editorial  planners  didn't 
realise.  The  photographer  commented  (in 
lilt,  to  this  reviewer):  ‘Why  the  photograph 
was  selected  for  this  book  is  a mystery!’ 
Eider  Ducks  in  Canada.  Edited  by  Austin 
Reed.  (Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  1986. 
Paperback  S 19.50  Canada:  $23.40  else- 
where) Subsistence  shooting,  and  indis- 
criminate egg-collection  and  down-collec- 
tion, threaten  some  Canadian  populations  of 
the  Eider  Somateria  mollissima.  18  papers  (five 
in  French),  covering  distribution,  abun- 
dance, races,  ecology,  and  exploitation  by 
man,  set  out  known  facts  on  which  future 
sound  management  must  be  based,  and 
highlight  v ital  gaps  in  knowledge.  [MAO] 
The  Rise  of  Life:  the  first  3.5  billion 
years.  By  John  Reader.  (Collins,  1986. 
£14.95)  Evolution — and,  especially,  Man’s 
discovery  of  the  stages  in  its  progress — are 
described  with  great  clarity  by  John  Reader 
and  strikingly  illustrated  with  evocatively 
lifelike  paintings  by  John  Gurche.  The  paint- 
ing of  the  discovery  of  a skull  of  Neanderthal 
Man  so  captures  the  awe  and  excitement  of 
scientific  discovery  that  one  feels  that  this 
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book  is  bound  to  inspire  a whole  new  genera- 
tion of  palaeontologists.  For  the  scientific- 
ally minded  late-teenager  upwards.  The 
Bird  Table  Book.  By  Tony  Soper.  Illus- 
trations by  Robert  Gillmor.  (David  & 
Charles,  1986.  £9.95)  First  published  in  1965 
and  now  in  its  well-deserved  fifth  edition. 
There  are  few  better  ways  of  spending  £9.95  if 
you  want  a whole  variety  of  tips  and  instruc- 
tions on  how  to  improve  the  wildlife  content 
of  your  garden.  Tony  Soper  presents  things 
interestingly  (as  you  will  know  by  having 
seen  him  on  television),  and  he  has  had  lots  of 
practice,  with  roughly  a book  a year  from  his 
pen  in  the  last  decade.  Robert  Gillmor’s 
illustrations  vary  from  the  instructive  to  the 
amusing,  but  are  always  appropriate.  The 
publishers  name  this  as  ‘The  ultimate 
edition’;  so  it  may  be,  at  the  moment,  but  a 
sixth  (and  a seventh)  seem  inevitable  in  due 
course.  Recommended  (again).  The  RSPB 
Puzzle  and  Project  Book.  Edited  by  Sylvia 
Sullivan.  (RSPB,  1986.  Paperback  £3.95) 
Just  right  as  a present  for  young  bird- 
watchers in  the  seven-  to  14-year-old  age 
group.  The  wildlife  quizzes  and  find-the- 
birds  paintings  provide  a wide  variety  of 
educational  entertainment,  and  the  sug- 
gested projects  range  from  the  do-it-now  to 
schemes  covering  whole  seasons.  Derived 
from  Bird  Life,  the  YOC  magazine,  this  book 
is  biased  towards  that  organisation  and  its 
parent  body,  the  RSPB,  but  that  is  indeed 
where  young  ornithologists  should  be 
heading.  A nice  idea,  well  executed.  The 
Swallow.  By  Peter  Tate.  (Shire  Publica- 


tions, 1986.  Paperback  £1.25)  Another  title 
in  this  excellent  series  (see  review  of  The 
Kingfisher  by  David  Boag,  above).  It  is  useful 
that  these  24-page  booklets  each  give  lists  of 
other  books  and  articles  for  further  reading. 
List  of  North-west  European  Birds  in 
Eight  Languages.  Compiled  by  Marianne 
ten  Cate.  (Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Co. 
Galway,  1985.  Paperback  £2.00)  Far  superior 
to  another  offering  along  these  lines  (Brit.  Birds 
78:  685),  this  booklet  covers  some  500  species 
(including  all  but  major  rarities)  in  strict 
Voous  order,  giving  English,  scientific,  Irish, 
Dutch,  German,  French,  Swedish,  and 
Italian  names.  A useful  and  accurate  list. 
[MAO]  Brutvogelatlas  Berlin  (West). 
Edited  by  Klaus  Witt.  (Ornithologischer 
Bericht  fur  Berlin  (West),  1985.  DM18.50) 
During  1976-83/84,  the  breeding  birds  of 
West  Berlin  were  censused.  In  about  550  km2 
(40%  of  it  built-up),  121  species  (45  non- 
passerines, 76  passerines)  were  mapped. 
This  impressive  total  includes  nine  raptors, 
six  woodpeckers,  three  larks,  18  warblers, 
etc!  As  well  as  maps  for  all  species,  the  384 
pages  contain  masses  of  textual  information 
(e.g.  on  distribution  patterns,  breeding  den- 
sities and  estimated  total  pairs,  population 
trends),  plus  68  black-and-white  photo- 
graphs, additional  maps  and  figures;  six 
habitat  overlays  are  provided.  This  bargain- 
priced,  field-guide-sized  paperback  is  a must 
for  anybody  visiting  this  ornithologically  rich 
city — an  ideal  place  for  comparative  study  of 
Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  and  Short-toed 
Treecreeper  C.  brachydactyla.  [DAC] 


Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedf  ord  MK44  3.\J 


sktmitpJhjf  pears  ago... 

‘SHEARWATERS  IN  THE  BAY  OF  BISCAY  AND  THE  ENGLISH  CHANNEL  In 
September,  1911,  I went  by  boat  from  London  to  Bordeaux,  and  returned  three  weeks  later. 
On  the  5th  we  were  in  the  Channel,  and  although  we  had  passed  the  Channel  Islands  before 
dark,  I saw  no  Shearwaters.  We  were  well  into  the  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  I saw 
some  Great  Shearwaters  (Pujfinus  gravis)  fairly  early;  later  in  the  day  there  were  quantities  of 
them,  in  flocks  of  from  six  to  thirty,  sitting  on  the  sea  (it  was  quite  calm)  besides  single  birds 
flying  about.  I saw  several  Sooty  Shearwaters  (P.  griseus),  and  a few  Manx  Shearwaters  ( P . 
angtorum)  with  them. 

‘On  the  24th,  about  10  a.m.,  we  crossed  the  Bar  outside  the  Gironde  in  returning.  When  we 
were  only  a few  miles  from  the  coast  I began  to  see  Great  Shearwaters  again,  and  saw  them  in 
some  numbers  all  day.  1 1 was  fairly  rough,  and  they  were  mostly  on  the  wing.  I again  saw  a few 
ol  the  other  two  species,  and  twice  Storm-Petrels  in  the  larger  flocks,  but  the  great  bulk  were 
Great  Shearwaters.  Next  day  (25th)  we  passed  inside  Ushant  at  8.00  a.m.  Soon  afterwards  1 
again  saw  Great  Shearwaters,  and  I noticed  a few  every  time  I looked  for  them  until  evening, 
when  we  were  less  than  two  hours  from  Portland  Bill.  On  this  day  there  were  rather  more 
Manx  Shearwaters  than  in  the  Bay,  but  no  Sooty  Shearwaters. 

‘I  rom  this  I think  it  may  be  that  a northward  movement  had  taken  place  during  the  month. 
H.  G.  Ai.kxander.'  (Brit.  Birds  5:  253-254,  February  1912) 


‘X.. 


*!  1 h KC*'"' 


The  dark  morph  of  the  Marsh 
Harrier 


W.  S.  Clark 

Melanism  in  the  form  of  a distinct  dark  morph  occurs  fairly  commonly 
among  raptors,  particularly  in  species  of  Buteo.  but  also  in  Melierax. 
Hieraaetus , Accipiter  and  other  genera.  A dark  morph  has  been  described  for 
at  least  two  harrier  species,  Montagu’s  Circus py gar gus  (Cramp  & Simmons 
1980)  and  Long-winged  C.  bujjoni  (Brown  & Amadon  1968).  Dark  morphs 
of  the  Marsh  Harrier  C.  aeruginosus  have  been  mentioned  prev  iously,  but  not 
(tdly  described.  Cramp  & Simmons  (1980)  stated  only  that  ‘partially 
melanistic  specimens  occur  throughout  southern  parts  of  range’,  and  Sage 
( 1962)  mentioned  melanistic  Marsh  Harriers  in  an  appendix  list,  based  on 
sight  records  in  England  of  two  all-dark  individuals  (Sage  in  litt.). 
Grossman  & Hamlet  (1964)  reported  that  dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers 
occur  in  Russia,  but  offered  no  further  information,  while  Dementievna/. 
( 1966)  made  no  mention  of  a dark  morph  (apart  from  the  ‘ unicolor  plumage 
of  first-years)  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Weick  (1980)  pictured  an  all-dark 
Marsh  Harrier  as  entirely  black,  including  the  tail,  but  defined  it  as  the 
adult  male  of  the  New  Guinea  race  C.  a.  spilothorax , considered  by  some  to  be 
a separate  species.  Bannerman  (1956).  Brown  & Amadon  (1968),  Porter  et 
al.  (1981)  and  Witherbv  et  a/.  (1939)  made  no  mention  of  a dark  morph  for 
this  species. 

During  the  course  of  a long-term  study  of  raptor  migration  at  Eilat,  Israel 
(Clark  et  al.  1986),  my  colleagues  and  I caught  three  male  Marsh  Harriers 
of  the  nominate  race  which  were  considerably  darker  than  normal.  All  were 
on  spring  migration:  one  adult  in  1984.  and  one  adult  and  one  immature  in 
1985.  At  least  two  other  completely  dark-bodied,  grey-tailed  adult  males 
were  observed,  but  not  captured,  during  spring  1985.  Six  dark-morph 
individuals  were  seen,  but  not  captured,  during  spring  1986  at  Eilat;  four 
were  adult  males. 

In  addition,  among  140  specimens  of  Marsh  Harrier  inspected  at  the 
British  Museum  (Natural  History)  atTring,  I found  three  dark-plumaged 


[Brit.  Birds  80:  (>l-7’_>.  Februan.  1987) 
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adult  males,  including  one  taken  in  Sussex  in  1867,  indicating  that  such 
individuals  can  occur  in  Western  Europe.  Three  adult  females  with  almost 
completely  dark  plumage  were  found  in  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History  in  New  York.  (Table  1) 

In  view  of  the  possible  risk  of  confusion  of  dark  Marsh  Harriers  at  long 
range  with  species  of  dark  raptors,  such  as  Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  or 
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Table  1.  Museum  specimens  of  dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus 

Natural  History 


Museums 

Catalogue  no. 

Age  & sex 

Date 

Location 

British 

1867.3.16.53 

Adult  6 

1867 

Sussex,  England 

British 

1907.12.10.10 

Adult  6 

Unknown 

Egypt 

British 

94.6.16.230 

Adult  d 

Apr  1870 

South  of  Aswan,  Egypt 

American 

536192 

Adult  ? 

1905 

Tolke,  Cyprus 

American 

536193 

Adult  9 

1905 

Tolke,  Cyprus 

American 

536146 

Adult  9 

Unknown 

Silesia 

dark-morph  Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus , the  following  descriptions  of 
dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers  are  presented. 


Descriptions  of  dark-morph  Marsh  Harrier 

Adult  male 

I he  two  adult  males  captured  and  the  three  adult  male  museum  specimens 
were  nearly  identical.  All  had  completely  dark  bodies,  with  sparse  rufous 
streaking  noticeable  only  at  close  range.  The  facial  disc,  obvious  on  normal- 
coloured  adult  males,  was  only  slightly  paler  than  the  rest  of  the  head.  The 
upperwing  was  dark,  except  for  silvery-black  primary  coverts  and  outer 
secondaries.  The  tail  was  silvery-grey  above  and  whitish  below,  as  on  the 
normal  morph.  The  underwing  was  dark,  with  the  bases  of  the  primaries 
and  secondaries  white  and  forming  a broad  central  band.  The  iris  of  the 
captured  individuals  was  lemon-yellow,  as  on  normal  adult  males.  The 
1984  individual  is  shown  in  plates  29  and  30,  and  that  in  1985  in  plates  31 
and  32. 

The  dark  morph  differs  from  the  normal  adult  male  in  having  solidly 
dark  underparts,  less  extensive  w hite  on  the  underwings  (restricted  to  the 
bases  of  the  flight  feathers),  and  mostly  dark,  not  tricoloured  upperwings 
(table  2). 

Immature  male 

The  third  dark  male  captured  had  a retained  old  inner  secondary  on  each 
wing  and  was  judged  to  be  an  immature,  most  likely  in  its  third  calendar- 
year  and  second  plumage.  It  had  a solidly  dark  body  and  wing-coverts,  and 
a lemon-yellow  iris.  The  throat,  crown,  and  some  inner  lesser  coverts  had 
creamy  streaking.  The  underwing  was  dark,  with  extensive  whitish 
mottling  on  the  inner  primaries.  The  tail  was  dark  brown  with  a greyish 
cast,  and  with  faint  dark  bands  noticeable  only  when  the  bird  was  in  the 
hand.  The  upperwing  was  similar  to  that  of  the  dark  adult  male,  but  the 
silverv-black  wash  was  much  less  pronounced.  It  was  sexed  as  a male 
because  of  its  small  size,  extensive  white  mottling  on  the  underside  of  the 
primaries,  and  greyish  cast  on  the  upperwings.  This  individual  is  shown  in 
plates  33  and  34. 

Adult  Jemale 

The  three  dark  adult  female  specimens  were  nearly  identical.  They  differed 
from  normal  adult  females  in  having  almost  completely  dark  plumage, 
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except  for  a small  creamy-streaked  patch  on  the  nape  and  a small  pale  area 
at  the  base  of  the  outer  primaries;  like  normal  adult  females,  they  had 
rufous  mottling  in  the  outer  tail  feathers.  Normal  adult  females  have 
extensive,  dark-streaked  creamy  areas  on  the  crown,  throat,  breast,  and 
lesser  coverts.  (Table  3) 
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Juvenile 

Cramp  & Simmons  (1980)  described  the  juvenile  Marsh  Harrier  as  similar 
in  plumage  to  the  adult  female,  but  without  the  pale  patch  on  the  breast  and 
with  plain  (not  streaked)  creamy  areas  on  the  lesser  coverts,  throat  and 
( rown.  Sometimes,  these  creamy  areas  are  dark  on  juveniles,  which  are 
then  essentially  dark-morph  birds.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  the  dark- 
moi  ph  adults  described  above  were  in  this  plumage  as  juveniles;  many  such 
all-dark  juveniles  exist. 

In  spring  1985,  we  captured  at  least  two  dark  first-years,  one  of  each  sex. 
Both  were  completely  dark  brown,  except  for  a pale  area  at  the  base  of  the 
primaries  on  the  underwing  and  a creamy  area  on  the  nape.  These  birds 
were  sexed  from  their  measurements  (see  Cramp  & Simmons  1980).  The 
male  s iris  had  changed  to  yellow.  9 he  female  is  shown  in  plates  37  and  38. 
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Table  2.  Comparison  between  normal  and  dark-morph  adult  male  Marsh  Harriers 

Circus  aeruginosus 


Bare-part  colours  are  the  same  in  both  morphs 


Plumage  area 

Normal 

Dark  morph 

Head 

Light  brown,  with  fine 
dark  brown  streaks-; 
noticeable  owl-like  facial  disc 

Solidly  dark  black-brown, 
with  a few  rufous  streaks; 
facial  disc  faint 

Underparts 

Breast  creamy,  with 
reddish-brown  streaking; 
belly,  thighs  and 
undertail-coverts  rufous 

Entire  underparts  solidly 
dark  black-brown,  with  a 
few  dark  rufous  streaks 

Underwing 

Underwing-coverts  creamy 
to  rufous,  with  dark  brown 
streaks;  underside  of 
secondaries  white; 
primaries  white,  outer 
ones  tipped  black 

Underwing-coverts  dark 
black-brown;  secondaries 
white,  with  wide  black 
band;  primaries  mostly 
black,  with  white  only  at 
bases 

Upperwing 

Secondary  coverts  dark 
brown,  with  creamy  area 
on  fore  edge;  secondaries 
silvery;  primary  coverts 
silvery;  primaries  silver 
with  black  tips 

Secondary  coverts  dark 
black-brown;  secondaries 
black  with  a silver  cast; 
primary  coverts  silvery-black; 
primaries  black 

Uppertai  1-coverts 

Usually  with  a rufous 
or  white  ‘U’ 

Solidly  dark  black-brown 

'Fail 

Silverv-grey  above, 
w'hitish  below 

Same  as  ‘Normal’ 

Table  3.  Comparison  between  normal  and  dark-morph  adult  female  Marsh 

Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus 
Bare-part  colours  are  the  same  in  both  morphs 

Normal  Dark  morph 

Head 

Dark  brown,  with  finely 

Dark  brown,  with 

streaked  creamy  throat 

creamy-streaked  nape 

and  crown 

patch 

Underparts 

Breast  dark  brown, 
usually  with  creamy 
band/patch;  belly  has  a 
rufous  cast 

Solidly  dark  brown 

Lnderwing 

Dark  brown,  with  pale 
base  to  outer  primaries; 
flight  feathers  are 
paler  and  contrast  with 
darker  coverts 

Same  as  ‘Normal’ 

Upperwing 

Dark  brown,  with  streaked 
creamy  area  on  lesser 
coverts 

Solidly  dark  brown 

Fail 

Dark  brown,  with 
rufous  mottling  on 
inner  webs  of  outer  3-5 
feathers 

Same  as  ‘Normal’ 
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The  author  discusses  the  problem  of 
how  a migrating  animal  can  accurately 
locate  its  destination  by  imagining 
what  would  be  needed  to  make  a 
machine  achieve  the  same  end.  A 
small  computer  is  mentally  placed  in  a 
model  glider  and  attached  to  sensing 
devices  By  comparing  this  device  to 
the  behaviour  observed  in  birds  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  informa- 
tion can  be  deduced.  It  would  seem 
indeed  that  approximate  navigation  to 
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is  rather  easy.  To  further  decide  how 
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kilometres  Dr  Rankine  considers  the 
problem  of  the  homing  pigeon  and  is 
able  to  show  that  to  obtain  the  desired 
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experimentation  in  the  light  of  the 
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35  & 36.  Normal  adult  male  Marsh  Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus , Israel,  above.  March  1984, 

below  April  1984  ( W.  S.  Clark ) 


Variation  within  normal  males 

The  amount  of  streaking  on  the  creamy  head  and  breast  of  normal  adult 
male  Marsh  Harriers  varies,  from  a few  streaks  to  heavy  streaking,  but 
these  areas  are  never  solidly  dark.  The  belly  and  thighs  are  almost  always 
solidly  rufous,  darker  on  darker-breasted  individuals.  Less  variable  are  the 
dark  brown  upper  body  and  tricoloured  wing  patterns.  The  uppertail- 
coverts  usually  form  either  a rufous  or  a whitish  ‘U\  Examples  of  normal 
males  are  shown  in  plates  35  and  36. 
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37  & 38.  Dark-morph  juvenile  female  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus , Israel,  Mav  1985 

(W.  S.  Clark) 


Males  in  their  second  plumage  (third  calendar-year)  sometimes  appear 
more  similar  to  adult  females  than  to  adult  males,  but  have  a greyish  cast  to 
the  upperwings  and  tail  and  dark  bands  in  the  tail. 
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Field  identification  of  dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers 

I n the  field,  dark-morph  adult  male  Marsh  Harriers  appear  as  harriers  with 
an  all-dark  body  and  upperwing,  a silvery-grey  tail,  and  a broad  white  band 
on  the  underwing  formed  by  white  bases  to  all  flight  feathers;  such  males 
also  lack  a rufous  or  white  ‘U’  on  the  uppertail-coverts.  The  yellow  iris  can 
be  seen  at  close  range. 

Dark-morph  adult  females  and  immatures  appear  solidly  dark  brown, 
with  small  white  or  tawny  areas  on  the  underwing  at  the  base  of  the 
primaries  and  with  a creamy  patch  on  the  nape.  Dark-morph  males  in  their 
second  plumage  are  similar  to  adult  females,  but  have  a faint  greyish  cast  to 
the  tail  and  upperwing,  indistinct  dark  bands  in  the  tail,  whitish  mottling 
on  the  underside  of  the  inner  primaries,  and  lack  the  creamy  nape  patch. 

In  poor  or  distant  views  in  the  field,  dark  Marsh  Harriers  are  best 
separated  from  Black  Kite  and  dark-morph  Booted  Eagle  by  structure, 
particularly  the  length  and  shape  of  the  tail,  and  by  their  characteristic 
harrier  mode  of  flight.  Structure  also  helps  to  distinguish  them  from 
melanistic  Montagu’s  Harrier,  which  is  much  slighter  in  build  and  more 
buoyant  in  flight,  and  has  narrow,  more  pointed  wings  and  a noticeably 
banded  tail. 

39.  Dark-morph  adult  male  Marsh  Harrier  Circus aeruginosus,  Israel,  March  1985  ( 1 1.  S.  Clark) 
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Possible  breeding  area  of  dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers 

The  few  recoveries  of  raptors  ringed  in  Israel  suggest  that  most  of  those 
migrating  through  Eilat  in  spring  are  returning  to  breeding  areas  in  eastern 
Europe  and  western  Asia.  Hence,  it  is  likely  that  the  dark  Marsh  Harriers 
captured  there  also  breed  in  those  regions. 

Two  of  the  dark-morph  adult  males  in  the  British  Museum  (Natural 
History)  were  collected  in  Egypt  (table  1),  at  least  one  of  them  in  spring; 
they  are  probably  from  the  same  geographical  population  as  the  harriers 
captured  at  Eilat,  while  two  of  the  dark  adult  females  in  the  American 
Museum  were  taken  in  Cyprus  in  August  and  December,  respectively.  The 
third  dark-morph  adult  male,  however,  was  taken  in  England  in  1867.  The 
third  dark  adult  female  was  collected  in  Silesia  (no  year  or  date  recorded). 

Discussion 

With  the  growing  interest  in  the  observation  and  identification  of  raptors, 
one  would  have  expected  the  dark  morph  of  adult  male  Marsh  Harrier  to 

40.  Dark-morph  adult  male  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus,  Israel,  April  1985  (IV.  S.  Clark) 
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41.  Dark-morph  adult  male  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus,  Israel,  April  1985  ( W’.  S.  Clark) 
have  been  described  properly  before  now.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  such 
birds  have  been  passed  off  as  all-dark  first-years  which  had  accidentally  lost 
their  tail  and  had  grown  an  adult-like  new  one.  This  was  the  explanation 
offered  for  one  dark-morph.  grey-tailed  adult  male  which  hunted  for  two 
days  in  the  kibbutz  fields  at  Eilat,  where  many  visiting  birdwatchers  were 
gathered.  This  dark  bird  also  had  a broad  white  band  on  the  underwing, 
lacking  on  first-year  Marsh  Harriers;  its  silvery-grey  tail  was  unbanded, 
thus  making  it  an  adult  (the  silvery-grey  tail  of  second-year  birds  has  a 
dusky  subterminal  band:  Forsman  1984). 

Another  possible  reason  why  the  dark-morph  adult  male  has  not 
previously  been  properly  described  is  that  the  majority  of  such  birds  may  be 
from  eastern  Europe  and  western  Asia,  where  there  are  fewer  birdwatchers. 
In  addition,  few  raptor  researchers  in  Europe  and  Asia  capture  raptors  and 
examine  them  in  the  hand,  when  unusual  plumages  are  more  apparent. 
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Read  provided  valuable  assistance  at  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  and  Dr  Dean 
Amadon,  Keith  Bildstein,  Dick  Forsman  and  Claudia  Wilds  supplied  helpful  comments  on 
earlier  drafts. 

Summary 

Dark  morphs  of  adult  male,  immature  (second  plumage)  male,  and  adult  female  Marsh 
Harrier  Circus  aeruginosas  are  described  from  individuals  captured  in  Israel  in  1984-85  and  from 
museum  specimens.  The  dark-morph  juvenile  plumage  may  be  simply  an  already-described 
variation  of  the  normal  juvenile  plumage.  Comments  are  made  on  the  held  identification  of 
dark-morph  Marsh  Harriers  and  their  possible  origin.  Reasons  why  dark-morph  Marsh 
Harriers  have  not  previously  been  properly  described  are  proposed. 
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Notes 


Great  Crested  Grebe  catching  fish  attracted  to  bread 

On  5th  April  1984,  at  the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park,  Inner 
London,  I saw  a Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 
swimming  near  a mixed  group  of  Mallards  Anas  platy- 
rhynchos , Coots  Fulica  atra  and  Tufted  Ducks  Aythya 
juligula.  When  some  children  threw  bread  to  the  birds,  one 
male  Mallard  immediately  acted  aggressively  towards  the 
grebe  and  chased  it  away.  After  swimming  3-4 m,  the 
grebe  dived,  without  turning;  as  soon  as  it  was  under 


water,  it  turned  and  swam  back  beneath  the  surface,  J 

under  the  ducks  and  under  the  bread.  Although  it  was  clearly  visible  in  the 
lairly  shallow  clear  water,  the  Mallard  took  no  notice  of  it.  After  swimming 
under  the  bread,  the  grebe  swam  back  to  approximately  where  it  had  dived, 
and  surfaced  with  a large  minnow  Phoxinus phoxinus  which  it  eventually  ate. 
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Some  minutes  later,  when  more  bread  was  thrown,  it  again  dived,  swam 
beneath  the  bread  and  then  surfaced  with  a fish,  although  it  had  made  no 
attempt  to  catch  a fish  in  the  meantime.  The  following  day,  I observed  the 
same  behaviour.  \\  hen  some  children  threw  bread  in  the  water,  a Great 
Crested  Grebe,  presumably  the  same  one,  swam  rapidly  about  30m  across 
the  lake,  dived  when  about  1 V2  m away,  swam  beneath  the  bread,  and  again 
surfaced  with  a fish.  There  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  grebe  had 
learnt  that  when  bread  was  fed  to  ducks  it  also  attracted  a concentration  of 
minnows,  making  for  easier  fishing.  Dan  Crowley 

16  Stoneleigh  Avenue,  Worcester  Park,  Surrey  KT4  8XX 

Dr  K.  E.  I,.  Simmons  has  commented:  ‘At  Welham  Pond,  Leicestershire.  Great  Crested 
Grebes  “go  the  rounds”  from  fisherman  to  fisherman,  apparently  because  small  fish  are 
attracted  by  the  bait  or  ground  bait.  The  Little  Grebe  [Tachybaptus  ruficollis]  behaves  similarly, 
as  Robert  Gillmor  and  I observed  at  Theale  Old  Gravel-pit.  Berkshire,  a few  vears  ago:  one 
Little  Grebe  thought  we  were  fishermen  and  visited  us  too.’  Eds 

Great  Crested  Grebe  harassing  Slavonian  Grebe  On  29th  January 
1984,  at  Newhythe  Lake,  near  Maidstone,  Kent,  I was  watching  a 
Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus  diving  and  feeding  near  three  Coots  Fulica 
atra.  A Great  Crested  Grebe  P.  cristatus  surfaced,  grabbed  the  Slavonian  by 
the  neck  and  shook  it  three  or  four  times.  The  smaller  grebe  kicked  itself  free 
and  flew  about  60cm  above  the  water  to  a distance  of  90-  100m.  For  a week 
or  so  after  this.  Great  Crested  Grebes  were  seen  harassing  the  Slavonian 
Grebe,  until  the  latter  left  the  lake.  Roger  J.  Parker 

48  Heron  Road,  Larkjield,  near  Maidstone,  Kent  ME206JH 

Dr  K.  L.  L.  Simmons  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘This  is  probably  not  unusual,  but  the 
details  of  the  manner  of  attack  are  of  interest.  I have  seen  the  Great  Crested  Grebe  treat  Little 
Grebes  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  similarly.  J.  FjeldsS  (1975,  Grebes ) stated  that  Great  Crested  and 
Red-necked  Grebes  P.  grisegena  do  not  get  on  together,  nor  Slavonian  and  Black-necked  P. 
nigricollis,  but  did  not  mention  antagonism  between  other  European  species  of  grebe.'  Eds 

Albinism  of  Gannets  B.  L.  Sage  (Brit.  Birds  56:  410)  listed  only  one 
example  of  an  albino  Gannet  Su/a  bassana,  following  a ‘fairly  extensive 
search  of  the  literature'  and  an  appeal  for  unpublished  records  which 
yielded  details  of  3, 134  albinistie  birds  of  many  species.  J.  B.  Nelson  (1980. 
The  Gannet)  gave  one  further  record.  The  following  two  observations  from 
Strumble  Head,  Dyfed,  would  therefore  seem  to  be  unusual;  both  relate  to 
individuals  observed  during  big  westerly  seabird  movements  following 
gales.  A Gannet  that  was  completely  chalky  white  but  for  a dusky  facial 
area  was  seen  on  4th  September  1984;  and  an  all-white  Gannet  with  a 
pinkish-yellow  bill  and  red  eyes  was  seen  on  15th  September  1985. 

Peter  Lansdown  and  Graham  Rees 
197 Springwood,  Llanedeym,  Cardiff  CF26L  G 

We  do  not  normally  publish  individual  records  of  plumage  aberrations  (including  albinism) 
unless  identification  problems  are  involved,  but  the  apparent  paucity  of  records  in  this  case 
justifies  inclusion.  Further  such  records  will  be  welcomed  for  possible  eventual  summary.  Eds 

Kentish  Plover  clutch  hatching  after  prolonged  incubation  On  3rd 

June  1968,  near  Amsterdam  in  the  Netherlands.  I found  the  nest  of  a 
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Kentish  Plover  Charadrius  alexandrinus  with  three  eggs.  Submersion  of  one 
egg  in  water  showed  that  incubation  had  started  five  to  seven  days  earlier. 
During  12  inspections  up  to  4th  July,  the  eggs  were  alternately  warm,  cold 
or  just  between.  On  7th  July,  all  three  eggs  were  more  or  less  chipped.  On 
10th,  the  first  chick  was  in  the  nest;  it  was  in  a poor  condition  and  weighed 
only  5.9  g (low,  but  some  healthy  chicks  may  be  equally  light).  The  next 
day,  the  nest  contained  one  egg  with  a dead  but  fully  grown  embryo,  and  a 
dead  chick.  The  three  eggs,  measured  with  a precision  of  0.1  mm  on  3rd 
June  and  again  on  7th  July,  proved  to  be  the  same.  The  incubation  period 
was  42-44  days,  compared  with  the  normal  duration  of  23-29  days. 
Rittinghaus  (1961,  Der  Seeregenpjeifer)  found,  in  experiments,  that  Kentish 
Plovers  may  prolong  their  incubation  for  up  to  52  days.  There  is,  however, 
no  evidence  for  chicks  hatching  after  more  than  33  days’  incubation.  It  is 
not  known  whether  the  retarded  development  of  the  embryos  was  the  cause 
of  the  hatching  delay  or  the  result  of  poor  brooding  attendance  by  the 
parent(s),  but  the  latter  is  the  more  likely.  J . Walters 

Instiluut  voor  Taxonomische  Zodtogie,  Postbus  20125, 
1000  HC  Amsterdam,  Netherlands 

Nightingale  resembling  Thrush  Nightingale  In  the  late  afternoon  of 
15th  xYIay  1985,  on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  a nightingale  Luscinia  was  trapped 
which  proved  on  measurements  and  wing-formula  to  be  indeed  a Nightin- 
gale L.  megarhynchos.  On  plumage,  however,  it  could  easily  have  been 
mistaken  for  a Thrush  Nightingale  L.  luscinia.  Its  tail  was  russet,  more 
closely  akin  to  Nightingale,  and  it  lacked  diffuse  spots  on  the  breast;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  a greyish  tone  to  its  upperparts,  a grey  wash  right  across  its 
breast,  and  a grey  malar  stripe  delineating  a pale  buff  chin  area,  gave  it  a 
strikingly  Thrush  Nightingale-like  appearance,  and  I was  grateful  to  have 
it  in  the  hand  rather  than  the  field. 

This  individual  demonstrated  the  extreme  care  needed  to  confirm 
Thrush  Nightingale,  with,  it  seems,  the  only  certain  plumage  difference 
from  Nightingale  being  the  diffuse  spotting  on  the  breast. 

One  individual  of  the  ajricana-hafizi  group  of  eastern  races  of  Nightingale 
has  occurred  in  Britain,  on  Fair  Isle  on  30th  October  1971.  The  possibility 
that  the  1985  bird  was  one  of  these  races  was  considered,  but  it  was  far  too 
dark  and  small,  with  a wing-length  of  83  mm  (individuals  of  the  eastern 
races  are  pale  and  large,  with  wing-lengths  of  89  mm  or  above,  and 
tail-lengths  of  70  mm  or  above).  Nick  Riddiford 

Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shetland 


If  the  caption  fits 


If  you  c an  think  up  a better  caption  for  t his  picture  of  two  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis 
photographed  in  the  Netherlands  in  July  1966  by  Jan  van  dc  Kam  (plate  42),  send  it  to  If 
the  caption  fits,  British  Birds,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ.  The  best 
ol  the  suggested  alternatives  will  be  published  later  in  the  year. 
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42.  “Keep  in  step!  Keep  in  step!  Now  . . . wait  for  it!  . . . Right  turn !” 
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Sabine’s  Gulls  in  winter  Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne’s  letter  {Brit.  Birds  77:  620) 
is  irrelevant  and  misleading:  it  is  a sad  response  to  the  constructive 
challenge  set  by  Jon  Dunn  {Brit.  Birds  76:  91).  No-one  has  suggested 
discarding  the  now  well-documented  migration  routes  and  southern 
wintering  areas  of  Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sabirii  as  described  in  BMP.  and  it  is  a 
pointless  smokescreen  for  Dr  Bourne  to  bring  this  into  an  otherwise 
reasoned  debate.  Contrary  to  what  might  be  construed  from  Dr  Bourne’s 
letter,  BWP  does  not  mention  any  winter  records  for  the  North  Sea  or 
anywhere  else  in  the  northern  hemisphere.  PU  P does.  however,  mention, 
that  some  stay  in  the  west  Palearctic  ‘into  the  early  winter  at  least’,  a 
statement  well  supported  by  several  multi-observer  records,  a very  few 
indeed  of  which  are  for  as  late  as  December. 

I agree  broadly  with  R.  A.  Hume  {Brit.  Birds  77:  326).  In  this  case, 
however,  it  seems  that,  whatever  the  route  to  it,  a published  questioning  of 
the  records  would  eventually  be  the  only  effective  way  of  obtaining  a wide 
enough  airing  of  the  topic  for  a viable  response  to  be  produced.  So  far.  the 
response  has  been  negative,  apart  from  a very  few  examples  of  late-stayers 
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(up  to  mid  December),  such  as  those  referred  to  in  BMP,  and  one  sight 
record  of  a juvenile  or  first-winter  in  Co.  Westmeath  on  18th  January  1984 
( Irish  Birds  3:  1 15).  Mindful  of  what  R.  A.  Hume  wrote,  there  does  seem  no 
way  in  which  the  records  could  be  effectively  questioned  without  upsetting 
observers  or  casting  doubt  on  all  w inter  records  in  the  mind  of  the  cynical 
reader.  From  the  tone  of  Jon  Dunn’s  letter,  this  was  clearly  not  his 
intention,  and  I feel  his  letter  deserves  constructive  responses  like  that 
provided  by  Per  Alstrom  (Brit.  Birds  77:  122). 


43.  Juvenile  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini,  Kent,  2nd  December  1984  (G.  Messenbird) 

In  my  view,  in  the  continued  absence  of  any  tangible  confirmatory 
evidence  for  winter  Sabine’s  Gulls,  other  than  the  rare  December  lingerers 
(e.g.  that  shown  in  plate  43),  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  treat  midwinter 
claims  in  Europe  as  one  would  treat  those  of  any  other  southern  winterer 
which  has  a commoner  confusion-species.  A claim  of  Willow  Warbler 
Phylloscopus  trochilus  in  January,  for  example,  would  be  very  carefully  looked 
at  to  eliminate  the  much  more  likely  ChiffchafT P.  collybita : although  this 
may  lead  to  bias  in  favour  of  Chilfchaff,  that  is  surely  better  than 
incautiously  to  build  up  a picture  which  goes  against  the  one  which  is 
already  well  established.  Of  course,  eyes  should  not  be  closed  to  new 
discoveries,  but,  when  a marked  adjustment  to  the  European  winter  status 
of  Sabine's  Gull  is  proposed,  it  does  seem  reasonable  to  lodge  a polite  query. 
Observations  of  28  Sabine’s  Gulls  from  one  North  Sea  headland  in  one 
December-to-March  period,  including  movements  of  up  to  seven  indivi- 
duals, is  as  surprising  as  would  be  a similar  series  of  records  of,  say, 
Common  Sterna  hirundo  or  Arctic  Terns  S.  paradisaea.  It  was  this  series  of 
records,  and  reference  elsewhere  to  winter  Sabine’s  as  ‘northern  gulls’, 
which  prompted  Jon  Dunn’s  letter.  Would  we  be  as  happy  to  hear  winter 
Common  and  Arctic  Terns  referred  to  as  ‘northern  terns’? 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  advice  over  the  pitfall  of  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 
in  BWP  is  insufficiently  critical:  subjective  descriptions  ofjizz  differences 
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will  he  ol  limited  practical  use  to  observers  who  are  not  already  familiar 
with  Sabine  s (mil  (and  probably  of  little  use,  on  their  own,  to  those  who 
aie)  and  identification  surely  does  not  come  down  to  ‘certain  perception  of 
presence  or  absence  of  black  “zigzag’  across  wing’.  The  whole  point  of  the 
problem  is  that  the  black  zigzag  on  a first-year  Kittiwake  is  often  totally 
imperceptible,  even  at  surprisingly  close  range,  in  some  conditions.  At  any 
time  of  year,  and  especially  in  winter,  I would  urge  observers  and  record- 
assessors  not  to  claim  distant  Sabine’s  Gulls  on  which  other  clinching 
plumage  features  have  not  been  readily  discerned:  in  my  view,  the  striking 
upperwing  pattern  is  only  the  start. 

Dr  Bourne’s  final  sentence  is  totally  irrelevant.  Unfortunately,  like  other 
parts  of  his  letter,  it  is  also  unbearably  jingoistic.  Worst  of  all.  it  is  offensive 
to  those  who  have  worked  hard  to  establish  in  California  the  long-standing 
and  highly  regarded  California  Rare  Birds  Committee,  and  to  those  who 
contribute  their  sight  records  to  it.  P.  J.  Grant 

14  Heathfield  Road,  Ashford,  Kent  TN248QD 

We  welcome  notifications  of  any  mid  December  to  February  records  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  in 
Europe  (old  or  new,  published  or  unpublished)  for  eventual  summary.  Eds 

Origin  of  British  and  Irish  Ross’s  Gulls  Further  to  Vic  Tucker’s  letter 
about  the  origin  of  British  Glaucous  (fulls  Larus  hyperborens  {Brit.  Birds  78: 
355-356),  may  I draw  your  attention  to  Anthony  McGeehan’s  paper  on 
Ross’s  (fulls  Rhodostethia  rosea  in  Northern  Ireland  in  1981  (Irish  Birds  2: 
309-317,  1983),  in  which  lie  argued  that  some  Ross's  Gulls  too  may 
originate  from  a source  to  the  northwest.  A.  H.  J . Harrop 

16  Yeo  Close,  Efford.  Plymouth  PL36ER 

f his  conclusion  was  also  reached  by  K.  E.  Yinicombe  in  his  long  comment  in  the  Report  on 
rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1984’  (Brit.  Birds  78:  558).  Eds 


Behaviour  of  Rock  Thrush  in  winter  quarters  The  confiding  behaviour 
of  Rock  Thrushes  Xlonticola  saxatilis  in  Kenya  noted  by  Stephen  J.  M. 
Gantlett  (Brit.  Birds  17:  571)  is  quite  normal  in  this  species'  East  African 
wintering  range.  Meinertzhagen  (1954.  Birds  of  Arabia),  referring  to  the 
Rock  Thrush  in  Nairobi  and  Egypt,  summed  up  its  yearly  change  of  habits: 
‘A  particularly  wild  bird  in  its  breeding  quarters  and  surprisingly  tame  in 
its  winter  quarters.'  Sir  Frederick  Jackson  (1938.  The  Birds  of  Kenya  and  the 
l rganda  Protectorate) . writing  of  his  experiences  of  the  species  in  Kenya  at  the 
turn  of  the  century,  mentioned  its  ‘tame  and  confiding  habits'  and  also  the 
‘soft  and  verv  pleasant  warbling  song'.  This  behaviour  has  not  changed, 
although  the  species  now  occupies  habitats  such  as  industrial  estates, 
sewage-farms  and  airport  buildings  which  were  not  available  in  Jackson’s 
day.  Often,  in  exceedingly  noisy  factory  yards  or  aircraft  hangars  in 
Nairobi,  I have  noticed,  during  an  all-too-brief  lull  in  the  racket,  the  soft 
sweet  song  of  a Rock  Thrush,  frequently  from  only  a couple  of  metres  away. 
Despite  its  often  bright  plumage,  the  species  manages  to  be  unobtrusive, 
mainly  through  its  habit  of  sitting  upright,  very  still  and  often  very  close  to 
the  observer.  Another  Palearctic  species  found  in  similar  man-made 
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habitats  in  Kenya  is  the  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe • pleschanka,  and  this,  too, 
sings  quietly  in  its  noisy  industrial  surroundings.  The  majority  of  the  East 
African  wintering  populations  of  both  these  species  are,  however,  found  in 
fairly  open  country,  often  lightly  bushed  and  rocky,  well  away  from  human 
artefacts.  G.  C.  Backhurst 

Box  24702 , Nairobi,  Kenya 

We  have  also  received  confirmatory  evidence  of  the  confiding  nature  of  Rock  Thrushes  in 
winter  quarters  around  game  lodges  in  Kenya  from  J.  N.  Hollyer,  who  also  emphasised  the 
‘artificial’  nature  of  the  situation  where  food  is  temporarily  abundant;  in  southern  Kenya  from 
J.  \1.  Bayldon,  who  compared  the  species’  tameness  with  that  of  the  Blackbird  Turdus  merula  in 
Britain;  and  from  Paul  Tout,  who  found  the  behaviour  of  passage  migrants  in  Sudan  in 
October  and  November  reminiscent  of  that  of  urban  Blue  Rock  Thrushes  M.  solilarius  in 
southern  Europe,  ‘sitting  on  walls  and  rooftops  with  people  passing  just  a few  metres  away’. 
Eds 
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Young  Ornithologists  of  the  Year  This  annual  competition,  run  by  the 
Young  Ornithologists’  Club,  was  again  sponsored  by  British  Birds.  It  gives 
us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  help  to  foster  enthusiasm  and  love  of  birds,  as 
well  as  careful  and  regular  recording,  by  today’s  young  birdwatchers  who 
will  be  tomorrow’s  ornithologists.  As  in  other  recent  years,  entrants  had  to 
submit  their  notebooks  (covering  at  least  three  months  of  fieldwork)  for 
inspection  by  the  judges. 

The  winners  were  as  follows: 
senior  section  (13-18  years) 

1st  Howard  Vaughan  (14),  Ilford,  Essex 
2nd  Paul  Mead  (14),  Ilford,  Essex 
3rd  Robert  F ray  (16),  Oadby,  Eeicestershire 
4th  John  Bennett  (13),  Teignmouth,  Devon 
intermediate  section  (10-12  years) 

1st  Judith  Mitchell  (10),  Petersfield,  Hampshire 
2nd  Fiona  Renkin  ( 12),  Penrith,  Cumbria 
3rd  Not  awarded 
junior  section  (6-9  years) 

1st  Andrew  Woodward  (7),  Epsom,  Surrey 
2nd  James  Walsh  (9),  Timperley,  Cheshire 
3rd  Dominick  Sprackler  (9),  High  Shincliffe,  Durham 

The  total  number  of  entries  of  high  quality  notebooks  submitted  by  those 
in  the  senior  age  group  was  greater  than  in  any  other  recent  year.  In 
recognition  of  this,  the  judges  added  a fourth  place  to  the  usual  three.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  number  of  entries  in  the  intermediate  section  was 
disappointingly  low,  and — apart  from  the  two  placed  first  and  second — the 
standard  was  not  high  enough  to  warrant  the  awarding  of  a third  place. 

The  judges  had  great  difficulty  separating  the  two  top  entries  in  the 
senior  section,  eventually  awarding  the  first  position  to  Howard  Vaughan. 
His  close  contender,  Paul  Mead,  was  also  placed  second  last  year,  and  is 
Howard  Vaughan’s  companion  on  many  trips  (giving  the  judges  theoppor- 
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tunity  to  compare  their  entries  for  the  same  day’s  birdwatching).  Robert 
Fray,  third  in  the  senior  section,  was  the  winner  in  both  the  two  previous 
years  (Brit.  Birds  78:  1 12;  79:  95).  Another  familiar  name  is  that  of  Fiona 
Renkin,  second  in  the  intermediate  section,  who  was  the  junior  winner 
three  years  ago. 

As  usual,  the  three  winners — Floward  Vaughan,  Judith  Mitchell  and 
Andrew  YY  oodward — will  receive  their  prizes  at  a special  ceremony  at  The 
Lodge.  I he  runner-up  in  the  high-class  senior  section — Paul  Mead — will 
also  be  invited  to  attend.  These  events  will  be  noted  in  due  course,  in  ‘News 
and  comment’. 

Bonus  for  BPY  winners  Sponsorship  of  our  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the 
Y ear  competition  by  the  publishers  Christopher  Helm  and  Collins  will  be 
bringing  an  unexpected  extra  prize  for  the  winners.  As  well  as  their  cash 
prizes  already  announced  (Brit.  Birds  80:  20),  each  of  the  top  three  bird- 
photographers  will  be  able  to  choose  £25-worth  of  Collins  books  and 
£25-worth  ol  Christopher  Helm  books.  We  cannot  say  too  often:  ‘Thank 
you  to  our  sponsors’. 
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Register  of  Mediterranean  seabird  researchers  As  one  of  its  first  objectives, 
‘MEDM  A RA  V I S’,  the  Mediterranean  Marine  Bird  Association,  is  attempting  to  compile  a 
register  of  resident  and  visiting  researchers  active  within  the  Mediterranean  area.  When 
completed  (hopefully,  by  mid  1987)  the  register  will  be  available  on  request  to  all  research 
institutions  and  interested  individuals.  All  those  involved  directly  or  indirectly  with  the 
Alghero  conference  held  in  Sardinia  in  1986  have  already  been  contacted.  To  make  the  register 
as  complete  as  possible,  anyone  not  yet  contacted  is  invited  to  write  to  Andv  Paterson  at 
Edificio  San  Gabriel,  2-4°-A,  c/o  Escritor  Adolfo  Reyes,  29620  Torremolinos  (Malaga), 
Spain. 

Survey  of  Goosanders  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers  The  occurrence  of  Goosanders 
Mergus  merganser  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers  .V/.  senator  on  rivers,  lochs  and  reservoirs  has 
led  to  concern  about  their  possible  impact  on  commercially  important  fisheries,  particularly 
salmon  and  trout. 

The  BTO  is  organising  a survey  of  these  sawbills  throughout  England.  Scotland.  Wales  and 
Northern  Ireland  in  1987. 

II  you  are  interested  in  helping  with  this  work,  which  would  involve  walking  a stretch  of  river 
in  both  April  and  July,  counting  sawbills  and  recording  brief  habitat  details,  please  contact 
Steven  Carter,  National  Organiser.  BTO.  Beech  Grove.  Tring.  Hertfordshire  HP23. SNR. 

‘Why  didn’t  I get  the  last  issue?'  Now  that  we  re  computerised,  things  are  usually  more 
efficient,  but  snags  still  do  occur. 

Every  month,  a few  address  sheets  get  stuck  together  during  the  mechanical  packing  for 
despatch.  So,  if  you  find  two  labels  in  your  envelope,  please  tell  us — the  person  named  on  the 
one  behind  yours  is  wondering  what's  happened  to  his  or  her  BB. 

1 1 is,  of  course,  not  always  the  fault  of  the  computer  program  or  the  despatch  machinery.  Some- 
times it’s  human  error  by  us.  We  try.  but  sometimes  get  snowed  under  by  mail,  or  just  make  a 
silly  mistake. 

If  you  have  a querv  or  a complaint,  please  write.  We  will  deal  with  your  problem  as  soon  as 
possible.  Please  address  your  letters  to  me:  Mrs  Erika  Sharrock.  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK+4  3NJ. 
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Daytime  bats  The  activities  of  bats  are  almost  exclusively  nocturnal.  Almost,  but  not  always. 
1 am  conducting  a survey  of  daylight  flying  by  British  bats  and  would  be  glad  to  receive 
observations  from  anyone  who  has  seen  bats  flying  more  than  one  hour  before  sunset  or  after 
dawn.  It  does  not  matter  if  you  were  not  able  to  identify  the  species  of  bat,  but  if  you  could  all 
the  better.  Please  send  as  detailed  observations  as  possible,  including  date,  time,  weather, 
habitat,  location  (map  reference  ideally),  and  any  behavioural  observations  to:  Dr  J.  R. 
Speakman,  Department  of  Zoology,  University  of  Aberdeen,  Aberdeen  AB9  2TN. 
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Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of ‘British  Birds’ 


SOC  Jubilee  Conference  T he  Marine 
Hotel  at  North  Berwick  was  the  setting  for 
the  Jubilee  Conference  of  the  Scottish 
Ornithologists’  Club — and  it  goes  without 
saying  that,  as  a get-together  for  Scotland’s 
birders  and  ornithologists,  it  was  an 
enormous  success.  The  theme  for  the  lectures 
was  ‘Fifty  Years  of  Scottish  Ornithology’, 
with  Roy  Dennis  on  raptors.  Dr  Malcolm 
Ogilvie  on  wildfowl,  Dr  Mike  Harris  on 
seabirds,  Desmond  and  Maimie  Nethersole- 
Thompson  on  waders  and  Peter  Hudson  on 
gamebirds;  Dr  Peter  Lack  followed  up  with  a 
summary  of  The  Wintering  Atlas  in  Scotland, 
and  Dr  Bryan  Nelson  on  ‘Living  with  Sea- 
birds'. The  Conference  closed  with  Dr 
Morton  Boyd  on  ‘Fraser  Darling’s  Islands’. 
Good  though  this  Conference  was,  an  oppor- 
tunity did  seem  to  have  been  missed  here — 
Scottish  ornithology  has  a magnificent 
history,  both  in  terms  of  what  has  been  done 
and  of  the  people  involved,  and  some  sort  of 
historical  review  beyond  the  odd  mentions  by 
the  speakers,  and  Morton  Boyd’s  efforts, 
would  surely  have  gone  down  well.  It  might 
have  made  some  of  the  older  members  re-live 
times  past,  but  more  importantly  it  might 
also  have  given  some  younger  SOC  en- 
thusiasts a better  idea  of  the  history  they  were 
there  to  celebrate,  and  indeed  of  what  was 
going  on  before  there  was  the  SOC. 

Wings  1987  By  the  time  this  appears  in 
print,  it  will  still  not  be  too  late  to  send  £2  to 
Sunbird,  PC)  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 
so  19  IDF,  lor  the  120-page  1987  ‘Wings’ 
tour  brochure.  ‘Sunbird’  is  of  course  our 
‘Monthly  marathon'  sponsor,  and  ‘Wings’  is 
its  American  parent  company.  In  1987,  there 
will  be  tours  in  30  countries  on  six  continents. 


Pelicans  . . . and  pelicans  We  were  very- 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  RSPB  and  the  Com- 
mission of  the  European  Communities  have 
combined  to  help  the  Hellenic  Ornitho- 
logical Society  with  their  work  to  protect 
breeding  Dalmatian  Pelicans  Pelecanus  crispus 
in  Greece.  Perhaps  many  birders  do  not 
realise  that  this  species  is  now  one  of 
Europe’s  rarest  breeding  birds;  only  two 
colonies  remain  in  Greece  Indeed,  it  is  now, 
sadly,  endangered  in  the  true,  global  sense  of 
that  much  abused  word.  The  new  pro- 
gramme will  include  not  only  reserve 
protection,  but  also  an  education  campaign 
aimed  at  local  people  and  fishermen.  The 
most  severe  threats  faced  by  the  pelicans  are 
habitat  loss  and  illegal  shooting.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  were  very  disturbed  to  learn 
about  another  scheme  aimed  at  pelican 
‘conservation’  when  we  read  a broadsheet 
issued  by  the  Suncoast  Seabird  Sanctuary 
Inc.,  Florida,  USA.  They  quite  rightly 
remind  their  readers  that  pelicans  have  a 
rather  special  place  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  many  Greek  people,  but  quite  wrongly  tell 
them  that  the  birds’  recent  decline  is  tied  up 
with  ‘years  of  over-fishing — including  crude 
underwater  dynamiting’  which  has  ‘seriously 
depleted  fish  populations  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean'. They  go  on  to  talk  about  pelicans  in 
the  context  of  Greek  islands,  which  is  some- 
what absurd  when  the  two  European  species 
are  essentially  tied  to  freshwater  ecosystems, 
and,  what  is  worst  of  all,  describe  how  eight 
‘permanently  crippled  Florida  West  Goast 
Brown  Pelicans’  P.  occidentals  have  been 
presented  (two  each)  to  the  mayors  of  four 
Greek  islands  . . . the  aim  being  to  set  up  a 
breeding  colony  in  Greece.  When  serious 
European  effort  is  being  directed  towards 
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trying  to  save  two  native  species  of  pelicans, 
it  is  patently  ridiculous  (even  if  well- 
meaning)  to  attempt  to  introduce  a third, 
alien  species  like  this.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  us 
to  do  much  to  help  the  very  necessary  edu- 
cation process,  with  which  the  Greeks  are  at 
last  beginning  to  make  some  headway.  It 
really  goes  against  the  grain  to  criticise  in  this 
way  when  so  much  that  has  been  so  very  good 
for  bird  conservation  has  come  out  of  the 
USA,  but  this  particular  project  easily  wins 
first  prize  for  the  most  crazy  and  ill-conceived 
we  have  heard  of  for  years. 

Greylag  Geese  with  neck-collars  Greylag 
Geese,  A riser  anser  which  nest  in  Europe 
undertake  a bewilderingly  complicated  series 
of  movements  between  breeding  grounds, 
moulting  areas,  summer  and  autumn 
assembly  points  and  wintering  grounds. 
Those  nesting  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  winter  mainly  in  the  Goto  Dohana, 
those  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Austria  mainly 
in  Tunisia  and  Algeria.  A programme  of 
neck-banding  has  been  carried  out  for  several 
years  and  has  produced  some  interesting 
results.  One  problem,  however,  is  the 
shortage  of  experienced  observers  with 
powerful  telescopes,  especially  in  late 
summer  in  the  GDR  or  Czechoslovakia,  and 
in  winter  in  Tunisia  and  eastern  Algeria.  If 
any  BB  reader  wants  a birding  holiday  where 
he/she  can  do  interesting  and  ‘useful’  work 
on  geese  (cptite  apart  from  seeing  lots  ofother 
fascinating  birds),  he/she  should  contact 
Michael  Smart  of  the  International  Water- 
fowl  Research  Bureau,  Slimbridge,  Glouces- 
tershire GL2  7BX,  who  will  be  happy  to  put 
him/her  in  touch  with  the  project  leaders  in 
the  country  of  interest.  ( Contributed  by  Michael 
Smart) 

Bird  Law  Thanks  to  generous  financial  help 
front  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council,  the 
RSPB  has  now  been  able  to  produce  its  book- 
let Wild  Birds  and  the  Laic,  a clear  and  concise 
guide  to  the  bird-related  parts  of  the  Wildlife 
and  Countryside  Act,  1981.  No  BB  reader 
should  be  without  this  invaluable  publica- 
tion, which  should  be  made  as  widely  known 
as  possible  among  birders  of  all  types.  It  costs 
£1,  including  postage,  front  Species  Protec- 
tion Department,  RSPB.  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL.  The  free,  much- 
condensed  but  still  highly  recommended 
leaflet  Information  about  Wild  Birds  and  the  Law 
is  still  available — useful  to  hand  out  when 
appropriate,  but  you  ought  to  buy  the  real 
thing. 


The  birds  and  the  bees  And  much  more 
besides,  from  weekends  studying  badgers  or 
the  ecology  of  the  cow  pat,  to  five-day  courses 
on  bird-ringing  or  identifying  butterflies  and 
moths,  and  seven-day  courses  on  the  slugs 
and  snails  of  Surrey  or  sketching  and  paint- 
ing birds.  W ith  its  nine  field  centres  and  over 
450  different  courses,  the  Field  Studies 
Council  provides  fantastic  opportunities  for 
the  amateur  naturalist  to  expand  his  or  her 
knowledge  in  pleasant  surroundings  under 
the  tuition  of  experts.  For  full  details,  please 
write  (enclosing  a first-class  stamp)  to  The 
Information  Office.  Field  Studies  Council. 
Montford  Bridge,  Shrewsburv  svt  ihw. 
UTRS) 

Darren  Rees  goes  west  Asked  to  tell  us  his 

recent  news,  Darren  Rees  wrote  as  follows: 
‘Successes  since  my  1981  Richard  Richard- 
son Award  include  the  1985  RSPB  Fine  Art 
Award  and,  in  the  same  year,  election  to  the 
SY\  LA.  1 have  uprooted  front  Hampshire 
and  taken  my  paints  to  Wales.  After  two 
years  of  pursuing  freelance  illustrating  with 
indifferent  success,  I have  now  taken  on  part- 
time  work  with  the  RSPB  at  Newtown  in 
Powys.  My  role  is  one  of  illustrator,  working 
with  a design  team  on  publicity  material. 
The  amount  of  time  ‘in  the  studio'  is  such 
that  much  of  my  week  can  be  devoted  to  my 
own  work — it  should  work  quite  well!  Al- 
though I have  several  black-and-white 
illustrations  included  in  forthcoming  publi- 
cations— such  as  BWP  vol.  5 and  the  BTO/ 
IWC  Wintering  Atlas — I’m  finding  gallery 
paintings  more  satisfying  and  increasingly 
more  stimulating.  My  paintings  are  regularly 
hung  in  various  provincial  galleries.' 

Gary  Wright’s  birding  We  hear  from  Garv 
Wright,  winner  of  the  Richard  Richardson 
Award  in  1983,  that  he  has  since  received  a 
number  of  commissions  for  drawings,  but  fits 
these  in  between  birding  trips  to,  for 
instance,  India.  Morocco  and  Southend  Pier. 
The  last-named  locality — part  of  his  local 
patch — does  not  yet  rival  Cape  Clear  Island. 
Portland  Bill  or  St  Ives  Island  for  sea- 
watching. but,  with  Leach’s  Petrel, 
Pomarine  Skuas  and  up  to  5,000  Kittiwakes, 
clearly  merits  visiting  in  the  right  weather 
conditions.  It's  all  set  out  in  the  lively 
quarterly  bulletins  of  the  Southend  Ornitho- 
logical Group,  to  which  Gary  contributes 
some  text  and  many  illustrations.  It  costs  50p 
a time:  try  writing  to  Gary  Wright.  31 
V aughan  Avenue,  Southend,  Essex  SS2  4L  E. 
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‘Forktail  1’  With  a highly  topi- 
cal.  colourful  cover  featuring 
Gurney’s  Pitta  Pitta  gumeyi,  the 
first  issue  of  what  is  to  be  an 
annually  produced  journal  of  the 

_ Oriental  Bird  Glub  was  published 

in  October  1986.  With  88  pages, 
OB  six  major  papers,  three  short 

Dn  communications  and  highly  pro- 

W ■ fessional  presentation  (both  pro- 

W \J  duction  and  editing),  this  is  a 

remarkable  achievement  for  a new  society, 
formed  only  in  1985  (Brit.  Birds  78:  308;  79: 
147).  The  longest  of  the  main  papers  con- 
cerns ‘The  past  and  future  of  Gurney’s  Pitta 
Pitta  gumeyi'  by  N.  J.  Gollar,  P.  D.  Round  and 
D.  R.  Wells,  giving  a complete  review  of  cur- 
rent knowledge  on  the  species,  ‘in  the  face  of 
evidence  that,  if  it  survives  at  all,  it  stands  at 
the  very  edge  of  extinction’.  Only  a few  days 
before  that  paper  went  to  press,  there  was  the 
exciting  news  of  the  rediscovery  of  the  species 
in  the  Khlong  Thom  district  of  Karabi  Pro- 
vince in  Thailand  (Brit.  Birds  79:  601). 

Some  interesting  questions  are  directed 
towards  anyone  visiting  relevant  Oriental 
areas  by  Dr  Colin  J.  O.  Harrison,  who 
suspects  that  the  White-bellied  Yuhina 
Yuhina  zantholeuca  and  the  Striated  Yuhina  Y. 
caslaniceps  are  both  better  regarded  as 
babblers,  the  former  within  the  genus 
Stachyris  (which  includes  the  Rufous-fronted 
Babbler  S.  rufifrons.  the  Golden  Babbler  S. 
chrysaea  and  the  Grey-throated  Babbler  S. 
nigriceps ) and  the  latter  in  its  own  monotypic 


genus  Staphida ; that  the  Rufous-backed  Sibia 
Heterophasia  annectens  is  unlike  the  other  sibia 
species  and  better  included  in  the  genus 
Minla  (with  Chestnut-tailed  Minla  M. 
strigula  and  Red-tailed  Minla  M.  ignotincta); 
whereas  the  Blue-winged  Minla  M.  cyanourop- 
tera  seems  to  have  closer  affinities  with  the 
genus  Leiothrix,  which  includes  Silver-eared 
Mesia  L.  argentauris  and  the  Red-billed 
Leiothrix  or  Pekin  Robin  L.  lutea.  It  is  nice  to 
see  a taxonomist  actively  seeking  help  from 
field-workers  and  using  the  new  journal  of  a 
newly  formed  club  to  publicise  this  request. 

Membership  of  the  OBG  costs  only  £6.00 
per  annum.  For  further  information,  write  to 
the  Oriental  Bird  Club,  c/o  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG192DI..  (JTRS) 

ID  meeting  in  Eilat  Following  on  previous 
successful  bird-identification  get-togethers  in 
Eilat,  Israel,  in  October-November  1981 
(Brit.  Birds  76:  96-97,  plate  35),  Falsterbo, 
Sweden,  in  August-September  1982  (Brit. 
Birds  76:  96-97,  plate  36)  and  Santa  Barbara, 
California,  USA,  in  January  1983  (Brit.  Birds 
78:  160,  plate  63),  a fourth  meeting  took 
place,  again  in  Eilat,  during  November  1986 
(see  plate  44).  Accommodation  for  the  dele- 
gates was  provided:  free  in  Eilat’s  top-class 
hotels,  courtesy  of  the  local  tourist  authority 
and  the  Eilat  Hotels  Association,  and  cut- 
price  car  hire  by  Avis.  The  meeting  was  run 
jointly  by  British  Birds  and  the  Israeli  Nature 
Reserves  Authority  International  Bird- 
watching Center. 


44.  1 nternational  Identification  Meeting,  Eilat,  Israel,  November  1986.  Left  to  right,  Arnoud 
B.  van  den  Berg  (Netherlands),  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (UK),  Matti  Kapanen— -skulking 
(Finland),  Bill  Clark  (USA),  Jon  Dunn  (USA),  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois  (France),  P.  J.  Grant 
(UK),  Nina  Shabah  (Israel),  Killian  Mullarney  (Republic  of  Ireland),  Dick  Forsman 
(Finland),  Lars  Svensson  (Sweden),  Joe  Morlan  (USA),  Lasse  Laine  (Finland),  Claudia 
Wilds  (USA),  Hadoram  Shirihai  (Israel),  Alan  Harris  (UK),  Per  Alstrom  (Sweden),  Barry 
Taylor-skulking  (Kenya),  Dan  Zetterstrom  (Sweden),  Urban  Olsson  (Sweden)  and  Rene- 
Marie  Lafontaine  (Belgium).  Andreas  Helbig  (FRG),  Erik  Hirschfeld  (Sweden)  and  Klaus 
Mailing  Olsen  (Denmark)  joined  the  congregation  later  (/.  T.  R.  Sharrock) 
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ID  men  boob  As  plate  44  was  being  taken,  a 
Barbary  f a Icon  Palco  pelegrinoides  flew  over, 
put  up  a bird  from  the  dry  desert  terrain, 
c hased  it,  but  failed  to  catch  it,  the  escaping 
bird  finding  refuge  behind  a piece  of  pro- 
truding pipe.  I he  identification  experts  from 
ten  countries  named  its  likely  identity  as  a 
wide  variety  of  species:  a grebe  Podiceps , a 
Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca,  a feral  Rock 


Dove  Columba  livia,  a Pied  Wagtail  Molacilla 
alba  and  a Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubilor. 
My  own  stated  view  w as  that  it  w as  a Hoopoe 
Lark  Alaemon  alaudipes.  It  was.  however,  only 
Jon  Dunn  (USA)  who  emerged  with  art) 
credit,  for,  on  being  flushed,  the  hiding  bird 
proved  to  our  amazement  to  be  a Black- 
necked Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis.  (JTRS) 


Dn&y5?  py  p — 
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84 


News  and  comment 


45.  Are  they  talking  about  plate  46?  Bill  Oddie,  Peter  Grant  and  John  Gooders  at  the  Bird 
I llustrator  of  the  Year  reception  in  London  in  July  1983  (/?./.  Chandler ) 


Sandwich  Bay  Since  1983,  Sandwich  Bay 
Bird  Observatory  has  undergone  a dramatic 
change.  Gontinual  habitat  erosion  in  the 
seventies  due  to  agricultural  drainage  of 
pasture  and  rapidly  expanding  housing  and 
industrial  developments  have  forced  an 
aggressive  stance  on  the  subject  of  con- 
servation. The  prime  aim  of  the  observatory 
is  still  recording  bird  migration,  but  we  soon 
realised  that  it  cannot  be  studied  in  isolation. 
Birds  on  migration  require  suitable  habitat 
in  which  to  rest  and  feed  up,  and  this  is  surely 
as  important  as  a safe  site  to  breed  in. 
Clearly,  the  efforts  made  to  protect  and 
expand  various  breeding  habitats  that  are  at 
risk  are  the  essential  first  steps.  At  Sandwich, 
we  have  long  been  dismayed  at  merely  re- 
cording the  mixed  fortunes  of  our  migrants 
and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  we  could 
make  a positive  contribution  to  the  habitat 
available.  We  began  serious  habitat  man- 
agement in  1976,  with  the  Haven  Stream 
Project,  which  has  now  matured  into  a lush 
oasis,  and,  since  then,  have  brought  20  acres 
or  so  under  our  control  by  leasing  or  by 
management  agreement  with  the  land- 
owners.  Operating  on  an  SSSI,  most  of  the 
sites  have  to  be  carefully  and  sympathetically 
managed,  usually  by  agreement  with  the 
NGC.  Recently,  however,  23  acres  of  ancient 


dune,  gullies  and  a small  elm  plantation 
came  on  the  market.  The  fact  that  it  was  one 
of  our  main  birding  and  ringing  areas 
prompted  us  to  seek  ways  of  purchasing  it. 
Not  only  is  it  excellent  for  migrants  (and  the 
place  where  the  majority  of  our  rarities  have 
turned  up),  it  is  also  very  interesting 
botanically  with  over  1,000  orchids  of  six 
species  and  several  other  plant  specialities. 
The  star  of  the  show,  however,  is  a moth! 
Stigmella  repentiella  is  found  here  on  the 
creeping  dune  willow  and  nowhere  else  in 
Britain.  An  appeal  has  been  set  up  by  the 
SBBO  Trust  to  raise  the  finance  to  buy  this 
area  and,  so  far,  some  75%  has  been  raised. 
The  last  quarter  is  the  hardest,  though,  and 
to  help  this  along  the  observatory  has  intro- 
duced an  ingenious  ‘Adopt-a-plot’  scheme. 
The  field  has  been  divided  up  into  ‘plots’ 
and,  for  £100,  an  individual,  group  or  school 
can  dedicate  a part  of  the  nature  reserve  in 
the  name  of  their  choice.  Each  participant 
will  receive  a certificate  drawn  by  John 
Hollyer  and  signed  by  our  President  Bill 
Oddie.  If  you  would  like  to  make  a donation 
to  the  Appeal,  or  require  information  about 
the  scheme  or  the  observatory,  please  contact 
the  Trust  Officer,  SBBOT,  Guilford  Road, 
Sandwich  Bay,  Kent  C.T13  9PF.  (Contributed  by 
Pete  Findley ) 


News  and  comment 


85 


46.  Is  it?  Answer  on  page  87.  (Photograph  drawn  to  our  attention  bv  Sean  McMinn.  W arden 
of  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory;  copyright  'Kent  Free  Press') 

Corncrakes  on  the  way  out?  The  latest  (two).  Co.  Clare  and  Co.  Cork — during 
issue  of  Irish  Birds  (vol.  3,  no.  2,  1986)  1978-85.  Total  numbers  recorded  within 

includes  a paper  by  Michael  O'Meara  based  these  sample  areas  have  declined  annually: 
on  the  monitoring  of  seven  areas — in  Co.  from  114  in  1978,  to  86  to  61  to  51  to  31  to  24 
Donegal  (two),  Co.  Mayo.  Co.  Galway  to  I 1 and,  finally,  to  4 in  1985.  Corncrakes  in 
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Ireland  are  now  almost  confined  to  the  area 
north  and  west  of  a line  from  the  Shannon  to 
Lough  Foyle. 

This  190-page  issue  oi  Irish  Birds  has  eight 
other  main  papers,  including  ‘Late  summer 
seabird  distribution  off  the  west  coast  of 
Europe’  by  Dr  YV.  R.  P.  Bourne,  ‘VVhooper 
Swans  in  Ireland’  by  O.  J.  Merne  and  C.  YV. 
Murphy,  and  ‘Greylag  Geese  in  Ireland’  by 
O.  J.  Merne.  There  are  also  notes  on  Ire- 
land’s first  Siberian  Thrush  and  Savi’s 
YVarbler,  subsequent  records  of  Savi’s 
W arblers,  breeding  of  Pied  Flycatchers  in 
Co.  Antrim  and  in  Co.  YY’icklow,  and  the 
thirty-third  ‘Irish  Bird  Report’,  with  a total 
of  50  pages  covering  the  year  1985. 

This  1986  Irish  Birds  costs  £4.25  plus  75p 
postage  and  is  available  from  Mairead  Rut- 
tledge,  Irish  YVildbird  Conservancy,  South- 
view,  Church  Road,  Greystones,  Co. 
W icklow,  Ireland.  (JTRS ) 

Arlott’s  art  Norman  Arlott  has  responded 
to  our  request  for  news  of  his  recent  work: 
‘Luckily,  I have  been  very  busy  since  win- 
ning “Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year”,  being 
involved  to  a greater  or  lesser  extent  in  the 
illustrations  for  over  30  books,  plus  the 
design  and  illustration  of  many  Common- 
wealth wildlife  (mainly  bird)  stamp  issues 
(including  those  for  Jamaica,  the  Bahamas, 
the  British  Virgin  Islands,  the  Seychelles  and 
the  Gambia). 

‘Of  the  books,  it  was — and  still  is — a great 
privilege  to  be  involved  with  such  as  BWP 
and  the  new  African  Red  Data  Book.  Keeping 
my  ‘love  affair’  with  Africa  (especially 
Kenya)  going,  I am  at  the  moment  working 
on  plates  for  another  two  African  books,  and 
I hope  in  the  not  too  distant  future  to  revamp 
my  original  East  African  Field  Guide 
plates — my  leading  of  Kenyan  wildlife 
safaris  has  been  a great  help  in  the  gathering 
of  fresh  knowledge  for  this  project. 

‘As  a direct  result  of  “Bird  Illustrator  of 
the  Year”,  I gained  a friendship  and  working 
relationship  with  Crispin  Fisher  which  led 
directly  to  the  illustrations  (over  1,200)  for 
Collins’  New  Generation  Field  Guide  to  Birds, 
which  has  been  a mammoth  task  during 
1985/86.’ 

Welsh  photographic  acfion  John  Law  ton 
Roberts,  the  1984  winner  of  our  Bird 
Photograph  of  the  Year  award,  tells  us  that 
he  took  more  photographs  in  Bulgaria  last 
year  than  he  did  in  his  home  area.  He  has, 
however,  been  working  on  Merlins  Fa/co 


columbarius.  Short-eared  Owls  Too  Jtarnmeus 
(see  Bird  Study  33:  12-17),  Sparrow'hawks 
Accipiter  nisus.  Pied  Flycatchers  Ficedula 
hypoleuca,  Ravens  Coitus  corax,  Rooks  C. 
jrugilegus  and  the  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  at 
his  local  lek.  John  Lawton  Roberts  is  a 
school-teacher,  but  that  sounds  like  a busy 
schedule  for  a full-time  bird-photographer! 

Birdwatch  1987  David  Tomlinson  of 
Country  Lije  reminds  us  that  there  will  be 
another  ‘Birdwatch’  in  1987 — with  virtually 
the  same  format  as  before,  but  rather  more 
prizes  this  time.  The  event  is  run  jointly  by 
Country  Lije  and  the  Royal  Society  for  Nature 
Conservation  and  the  proceeds  go  to  the 
British  Wildlife  Appeal.  They  raised  over 
£14,000  in  1986,  when  over  60  teams  from 
more  than  30  counties  took  part.  No  fewer 
than  32  teams  passed  the  100-species  mark, 
with  Norfolk  (147)  and  Kent  ( 143)  being  the 
top  two.  The  aim  in  1987  is  to  field  over  100 
teams  from  over  40  counties — and  of  course 
to  raise  a lot  more  money.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  see  how  many  species  you  can  find  in  24 
hours  (midnight  to  midnight)  over  the  week- 
end of  16th/ 17th  May — and  to  get  lots  of 
people  to  sponsor  you.  David  will  gladly  send 
you  more  details,  and  an  application  form,  if 
you  write  to  him  at  Country  Life,  King’s 
Reach  Tower,  Stamford  Street,  London  SE1 
9LS. 

Champagne  winner  The  traditional  BB 
,\1  vstery  Photographs  Competition  was  run 
at  the  BTO/LNHS  one-day  Conference  on 
18th  October  1986.  From  230  people  present, 
only  ten  were  brave  enough  to  submit  entries. 
David  Chandler,  Michael  Earp,  Ken 
Kilburn  and  Ana  De’ath  tied,  with  two 
species  correctly  identified,  and  in  a draw 
David  Chandler  won  the  bottle  of  cham- 
pagne. BB  thanks  Tim  Davis  and  Andrew 
Moon  for  their  help  in  running  this 
competition. 

‘Not  BB’  This  is  the  title  of  a delightfully 
irreverent  skit  on  this  Renowned  Publication 
and  most  of  its  component  parts  (even  ‘News 
and  comment’  merits  a mild  send-up!)  which 
some  Scilly  devotees  will  have  seen  already. 
It  is  bound  to  make  you  smile,  even  if  you  see 
yourself  among  those  who  are  gently  ‘got 
at’ — but  it  does  also  have  a serious  purpose. 
Its  sale  is  one  of  the  many  ways  in  which  the 
Cambridge-based  ‘China  Cranewatch’  team 
is  raising  money  for  their  expeditions — 
which  are  doing  sterling  work  and  deserve 
your  support.  The  mag’s  Publicity  Officer, 
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Dave  Hatton,  tells  us  that  copies  are 
obtainable  for  a mere  £1.50  (including 
postage)  if  you  send  the  names  to  him  at  102 
Grantchester  Meadows,  Cambridge  cbi 
9JN.  Why  not  do  so  now?  This  would  uo 
doubt  persuade  the  authors  (Dan  Duff, 
Simon  Stirrup  and  Martin  Williams)  to 
bring  out  a second  issue  next  year,  as  they 
have  threatened  to  do — a move  we  would 
heartily  applaud. 

Plantagenet  sovereigns  and  Rock  Spar- 
rows Victor  Leray  has  written  to  point  out  to 
us  that  anyone  visiting  the  Royal  Abbey  of 
fontevraud  in  the  Eoire  V alley  can  not  only 
see  the  recumbent  effigies  of  Richard  the 
Lion  Heart  and  Eleanor  of  Aquitaine,  but 
can  also  watch  Rock  Sparrows  Petronia 
petronia  on  the  roof  and  steeple  of  the  main 
church.  So,  next  time  you  are  in  France  . . . 

Is  it?  Answer:  No  (but  he  wishes  it  was!) 


More  misprints  Robert  Still  has  produced 
a really  nice  one  for  us,  from  the  Thames  Water 
News — the  hitherto  unsuspected  occurrence 
of  the  Great  Crested  Shrike  at  Banburv 
Sewage-farm.  The  Lichfield  Mercun  went  one 
better  when  it  reported  a storm-blown 
seabird  inland — none  other  than  a Marx 
Shearwater.  Rob  Hume  looked  into  this  for 
us  and  can  confirm  that  it  was  definitely  not  a 
1 ory's  Shearwater.  1 1 came,  we  assume,  from 
the  Red  Sea. 

Ever  modest  Conversation  overheard  on  a 
recent  foreign  trip: 

Member  of  BB  Editorial  Board:  "How  did 
you  manage  to  get  those  brilliant  photo- 
graphs?’ 

\\  ELL-KNOWN  BRITISH  BlRD-PHOTOGRAPHER: 
‘Sheer  genius.' 

(Actually,  we  interpret  this  reply  as  a polite 
way  of  saying  ‘Mind  your  own  business.  I’m 
not  going  to  tell  you  my  professional  secrets!’). 


Recent  reports 


Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


I he  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  November 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Weather  and  movements 

Unsettled  westerly  cyclonic  weather  con- 
tinued from  October  and  throughout  this 
month.  Usually,  the  depressions  tracked 
eastwards  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  giving 


predominantly  westerly  winds.  On  1st.  one 
v igorous  low  moved  across  the  English  Mid- 
lands and  the  southern  North  Sea.  bringing  a 
short  period  of  northeasterlies  on  2nd.  The 
influx  of  Fieldfares  Turdus  pilaris  and  Red- 
wings 7.  iliacus  was  noted  across  England, 
with  totals  of  3,000  counted  passing  over 
Wigan  (Greater  Manchester)  and  over  7,000 
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reaching  Porthgwarra  (Cornwall),  together 
with  4,000  Chaffinches  Fringilla  coelebs  and 
450  Bramblings  F.  montijringilla.  Spurn 
Point  (Humberside)  received  its  usual  crop 
of  late-autumn  goodies:  two  Red-breasted 
Flycatchers  Ficedula  parva  on  1st,  and 
amongst  the  13  late  Chiffchaffs  Phytloscopus 
collybila  was  one  Pallas’s  Warbler  P.  pro- 
regulus  on  2nd,  another  being  found  at  nearby 
Filey  Brigg  (North  Yorkshire)  on  the  same 
day.  Elsewhere,  there  were  six  Yellow- 
browed  Warblers  P.  inornatus  in  Norfolk  and 
seven  jn  Cornwall,  a Dusky  Warbler  P. 
Juscatus  reached  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  on  2nd 
and  3rd,  an  Olive-backed  Pipit  Anlhus 
hodgsoni  appeared  on  Fair  Isle  (Shetland), 
Little  Buntings  Emberiga  pusitla  were  found 
at  Wells  (Norfolk)  on  2nd  and,  later,  on  5th 
in  the  Isles  ofScillv,  and  a Stonechat  Saxicola 
torquata  of  one  of  the  Siberian  races  maura/ 
stejnegeri  was  at  Brimpton  (Berkshire)  on  1st. 

Seawatching  on  North  Sea  coasts  was  also 
productive,  counts  of  over  100  Pomarine 
Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  and  Great  Skuas 
S.  skua  being  made  at  Redcar  and  Hartlepool 
(Cleveland),  and  at  Filey  Brigg,  all  on  1st. 
The  next  day.  Little  Auks  Alle  alle  streamed 
past  offshore,  with  1,346  being  logged  at 
Spurn,  500  at  Cley  (Norfolk),  250  on  the 
Lincolnshire  coast  and  15  at  Sandwich  Bay. 
Other  species  reported  were  three  Sooty 
Shearwaters  Puffinus  griseus  at  Brancaster 
(Norfolk)  on  1st,  a Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates 
pelagicus  at  Titchwell  (Norfolk)  on  2nd,  a 
Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  at 
Redcar  on  1st,  with  one  appearing  later 
inland  on  4th  at  Pitsford  Reservoir 
(Northamptonshire),  a Black  Guillemot 

47  & 48.  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserli , 
Cumbria,  November  1986  [below,  Steve  Young; 

right,  P.J.  Dunn) 


Cepphus  gryl-k  at  Spurn  on  2nd,  and  three 
Puffins  Eralercula  arctica  at  Covehithe 
(Suffolk)  on  1st,  and  four  on  2nd.  Little 
Gulls  Larus  minutus  have  been  common  in  the 
North  Sea  this  autumn,  but  3,900  estimated 
off  Flamborough  (Humberside)  on  2nd  was 
an  impressive  total,  with  another  concentra- 
tion noted  at  Brancaster  and  105  at  Spurn, 
both  on  1st.  Three  Sabine’s  Gulls  L.  sabini 
were  driven  inshore  at  Teesmouth  (Cleve- 
land) on  1st.  On  the  British  west  coast,  a 
notable  find  was  a flock  of  18  Pomarine 
Skuas  and  four  Leach’s  Petrels  in  Red  Warf 
Bay,  Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  on  1st. 

From  9th  to  15th,  the  English  south  coast 
in  particular  was  influenced  by  warm  anti- 
cvclonic  air  arriving  on  southerly  w inds.  This 
time.  Yellow-browed  Warblers  were  seen 
at  St  Ives  (Cornwall),  Helston  (Cornwall), 
Porthgwarra,  Isles  of  Scillv,  Pagham  Har- 
bour (West  Sussex),  and  St  Catherine’s  Point 
( Isle  of  Wight).  The  last  place  also  reported  a 
Pallas’s  Warbler  on  15th,  with  another  at 
Hengistbury  Head  (Dorset)  from  7th  to  9th, 
Spurn’s  second  on  14th,  and  six  more  in  East 
and  West  Sussex.  Later,  one  was  found  at 
Waxham  (Norfolk)  on  21st.  Farther  north,  a 
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Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  arrived  at 
South  Walttey  (Cumbria)  on  15th  and  stayed 
until  ‘21st  (plates  47  & 4b). 

A very  interesting  movement  of  Long- 
eared Owls  Asio  otus  across  the  North  Sea 
took  place  during  this  period  of  southerly 
winds.  On  14th,  there  were  17  at  Spurn, 
increasing  to  25  on  15th,  when  there  were 
reports  in  Kent,  ten  were  at  Holland  Haven 
(Essex),  20  at  Landguard  (Suffolk),  23  in 
Norfolk,  and  I 1 at  Saltlleetby  ( Lincolnshire). 
One  had  also  been  reported  from  the 
Dowsing  Light  Vessel  in  the  North  Sea  oil 
North  Norfolk  on  1 3th. 

Late  American  vagrants 

There  was  still  one  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
Catharus  minimus  in  the  Isles  of  Sc  illy  until  8th, 
and  an  additional  record  was  of  one  on 
Lundy  (Devon)  from  26th  October  until  1st. 
A Swainson’s  Thrush  C.  ustulatus  was  un- 
fortunately found  dead  there,  also  on  26th, 
but  not  so  a Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Coccyzus 
americanus  discovered  on  31st  October.  In 
Ireland,  a Yellow-rumped  Warbler  Den- 
droica  coronata  was  seen  on  Loop  Head  (Co. 
Clare)  on  30th  October,  and  on  1th  a Gray 
Catbird  Dumetella  carolinensis  made  a brief 
debut  to  Britain  and  Ireland,  at  Cape  Clear 
Island  (Co.  Cork).  On  the  same  day,  the 
third  British  Chimney  Swift  Chaetura 
pelagica  was  found  in  the  Isles  of  Scilly, 
staying  until  8th. 

Further  landbird  migrants 

A Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  was  a surprise, 
unseasonal  visitor  in  West  Sussex  on  4th.  as 
was  a pratincole  Glareola,  probably  a Black- 
winged G.  nordmanni , at  Lye  Brook  Reservoir 
(Leicestershire)  on  20th  and  21st.  Late  aerial- 
insect  feeders  were  Swifts  A pus  apus  at 
Sheringham  (Norfolk)  on  4th,  Lowestoft 
(Suffolk)  on  7th  and  Sandw  ich  Bay  on  1 4th,  a 
Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia  at  Orrell  Water 
Park  (Greater  Manchester)  on  17th.  and  a 
flock  of  1 30  House  Martins  De/ichon  urbica  at 
Penzance  on  7th.  followed  by  three  at  Sand- 
wich Bay  on  25th.  Three  Woodlarks  Lullula 
arborea  at  Porthgwarra  early  in  the  month 
was  a good  record  for  this  scarce  species.  Two 
Water  Pipits  Anthus  spinoletta  returned  to  the 
South  Slob  (Co.  Wexford).  Richard’s  Pipits 
,4.  novaeseelandiae , with  another  moderate 
autumn,  could  be  found  in  the  Isles  ol  Scilly 
until  9th,  with  another  at  Scarborough 
(North  Yorkshire)  on  22nd,  and  Waxwings 
Bombycilla  garrulus,  with  only  two  records  in 
the  south  of  England,  are  as  yet  a scarce 
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winter  visitor.  Cetti’s  Warblers  Cetlia  cetti 
made  a welcome  return  to  Stodmarsh 
(Kent),  after  being  absent  since  early  1985, 
and  another  was  found  at  Ditchford  Gravel- 
pits  (Northamptonshire).  Additional  Red- 
breasted Flycatchers  were  reported  from 
Lundy,  with  one  on  31st  October.  Cape 
Clear  Island,  with  one  on  1th.  and  a late 
record  from  near  ( an  lisle  ((  aunbria)  on  16th. 
The  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lunins  minor  at 
Aberdaron  (Gwy  nedd)  remained  until  1 4th. 
and  a Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus 
was  also  reported  from  W ales.  A Barred 
Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria  stayed  at  Spurn  until 
6th.  and  there  was  a Wryneck  Jvnx  lori/uilla 
at  Benacre  (Suffolk)  from  6th  to  8th. 

A large  flock  of  420  Snow'  Buntings  Plec- 
trophenax  nivalis  arrived  on  Fair  Isle  on  1 1th. 
numbers  in  the  south  of  Britain  still  remain- 
ing low,  except  lor  75  at  Minsmere  (Suffolk). 
Also  found  on  Fair  Isle  was  a Bullfinch 
Pyrrhula  pyrrbula  of  the  northern,  nominate 
race  on  21st.  Thirty  Lapland  Buntings  Cal- 
carius  lapponicus  in  Co.  Wexford  was  unusual 
for  Ireland,  and  similar  numbers  were  re- 
ported at  Marske  (Cleveland).  64  flew  south 
at  Spurn  on  15th.  and  there  were  24  at 
Sandwich  Bay. 

Wildfow  l and  a game-bird 
Great  Northern  Divers  Gavia  immer  were 
reported  inland  more  frequently  than  in 
recent  years:  two  were  on  Rutland  Water 
(Leicestershire),  with  five  others  on  English 
Midland  reservoirs.  The  flock  of  Pink- 
footed Geese  A riser  brachrrhrnchus  in  north- 
east Norfolk  was  estimated  at  15,000  indi- 
viduals. A Red-breasted  Goose  Branta 
ruficollis  first  seen  at  Gedgrave  (Suffolk)  on 
16th  joined  Brent  Geese  B.  bernicla  at  Felix- 
stowe later  in  the  month,  and  one  of  four 
Snow  Geese  Anser  caerulescens  at  Loch  of 
Strathbeg  (Grampian)  w as  carrying  a Cana- 
dian ring.  There  was  a record  count  of  Brent 
Geese  at  Sandwich  Bay  . with  5,440  fixing 
north  on  2nd.  A number  of  Nearctic  duck 
species  appear  to  haxe  crossed  the  Atlantic 
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this  autumn.  Nine  American  Wigeons  Anas 
americana.  including  four  at  Ballycotton  (Co. 
Cork),  were  to  be  found  mainly  in  the  west, 
but  included  a female/immature  at  Hanning- 
field  Reservoir  (Essex)  from  25th,  Teals  .4. 
crecca  of  the  race  carolinensis  were  seen  at  Chew- 
Valley  Lake  (Avon)  and  at  Stithians  Reser- 
voir (Cornwall),  a Blue-winged  Teal  A. 
discors  was  at  Welney  on  5th,  and  Ring- 
necked Ducks  Aythya  collaris  were  at  Frimley 
(Surrey)  on  23rd  and  in  Dyfed.  Surf  Scoters 
Alelanitta  perspicillata  were  found  oil  Bardsey 
(Gwynedd)  and  in  Findhorn  Bay  (Gram- 
pian) on  10th,  and,  inland,  Velvet  Scoters 
M.  jusca  visited  Chasewater  (West 
Midlands)  on  16th  and  Scotsman’s  Flash 
(Greater  Manchester)  on  4th.  Eight  records 
of  Ferruginous  Ducks  Aythya  nyroca  from 
English  lowland  reservoirs  indicated  a small 
influx,  and  two  records  of  Red-crested 
Pochards  Netta  rufina  came  from  Buckden 
(Cambridgeshire)  and  Pearson’s  Flash 
(Greater  Manchester). 

A Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus  was  seen  on 
South  Walney  on  4th. 

Birds  of  prey 

Fair  Isle  had  the  pick  of  the  species:  a Saker 
Falco  cherrug  stayed  there  from  1st  to  18th, 
and  a White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 
was  seen  on  16th.  The  only  reports  of 
Rough-legged  Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus  were 
of  one  at  Holme  (Norfolk)  on  13th,  two 
flying  south  at  Spurn  on  15th,  and  one  at 
Felixstowe  on  26th.  A Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 


passed  through  Sandwich  on  17th,  and  a 
Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis  flew  in  off  the  sea  at 
Spurn  on  3rd,  and  another  was  sighted  at 
Sandy  (Bedfordshire)  on  14th. 

Seabirds 

Late  Cory’s  Shearwaters  Caloneclris  diomedea 
were  seen  at  Hartlepool  on  9th,  and  at  St  Ives 
and  Pendeen  Watch  (Cornwall)  after  a blow- 
on  23rd.  The  Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  Jorsteri 
could  still  be  found  at  Penmon  Point, 
Anglesey,  until  23rd,  the  date  of  the  last 
sightings  of  Arctic  Terns  S.  paradisaea  at  St 
Ives  and  Lough  Foyle  (Co.  Londonderry). 
Two  Ring-billed  Gulls  L.  delawarensis  in 
Belfast  Lough  (Co.  Dow-n)  were  the  only  ones 
known  to  be  in  Ireland,  and  singles  at  W eir- 
wood  Reservoir  (East/West  Sussex)  and 
Sandwich  Bay  on  7th  were  the  sole  English 
records.  A delightful  Bonaparte’s  Gull  L. 
Philadelphia  arrived  at  Drift  Reservoir  (Corn- 
wall) on  2nd,  subsequently  moving  to  nearby 
Newlyn  (Cornwall),  and  another  American, 
a Laughing  Gull  L.  atricilla , was  found  in 
Irvine  Harbour  (Strathclyde).  Iceland 
Gulls  L.  glaucoides  and  Glaucous  Gulls  L. 
hyperboreus  were  reported  as  scarce. 

Wading  birds 

The  Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  at  North 
Hykeham  (Lincolnshire)  stayed  only  to  1st, 
but  others  were  reported  from  Titchfield 
(Hampshire)  and  from  Kingsbridge  (Devon) 
from  21st.  A Crane  Grus  grus  visited  Welney 
(Cambridgeshire)  on  2nd,  a Purple  Heron 
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Ardea  purpurea  was  discovered  al  Deeping  St 
James  (Lincolnshire)  on  16th,  and  a Glossy 
Ibis  Plegadis  Jalcinellus,  part  of  this  autumn’s 
influx,  found  at  Strathbeg  on  27th  Septem- 
ber, was  still  there  on  23rd  (plates  49  & 50). 

The  Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria 

BBBj  mu 


which  stayed  in  the  Titchfield/Gosport  area 
had  gone  by  9th.  A Dotterel  Charadrius 
morinellus  remained  at  Cley  from  9th  to  23rd. 
and  an  interesting  inland  record  was  of  a 
Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  mart  lima  at 
Girton  (Nottinghamshire)  on  2nd  and  3rd. 
There  w as  an  unseasonal  record  of  at  least 
seven  Whimbrels  A umenius  phaeopus  flying 
north  off  Lowestoft  on  2nd.  An  Upland 
Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda  stayed  in  the 
Isles  of  Scilly  for  the  first  week,  and  the  only 
other  American'  was  a Spotted  Sandpiper 
Actitis  macularia  at  Litchfield  all  month.  A 
Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  Julicarius  was 
present  at  Spurn  on  2nd. 

Latest  news 

In  first  third  of  January,  there  were  still 
Cattle  Egrets  at  Litchfield  (Hampshire)  and 
in  Derbyshire,  and  Spotted  Sandpipers  at 
Litchfield  and  at  Lower  Rivington  Reservoir 
(Lancashire).  Mediterranean  Gulls  Lams 
melanocephalus  included  33  at  Folkestone 
(Kent),  and  one  at  Elstow  Gravel-pits 
(Bedfordshire),  where  there  was  also  Iceland 
(full  and  Ring-billed  Gull,  all  on  6th.  Flocks 
of  up  to  20  Waxwings  and  thousands  of 
Fieldfares  appeared  especially  on  the  Last 
Coast  from  Norfolk  northwards. 


49  & 50.  Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  Jalcinellus , 
Grampian,  November  1986  (5.  M.  D. 
Alexander) 


Sponsored  by 


Monthly  marathon 

The  competition  to  win  the  SUNBIRD  holiday 
to  Africa,  North  America  or  Southeast  Asia  is 
hotting  up.  The  fifth  photograph  (plate  305  in  the 
November  1986  issue) — which  we  thought  was  a 
difficult  one! — was  identified  as  follows: 

Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyematis  (55%) 

Shoveler  Anas  clypeala  (9% ) 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus  (8% ) 

Great  Crested  Grebe  P.  crislatus  (4%) 

Razorbill  Alca  torda  (4%) 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  (3%) 

Other  species  named  were  Red-throated  Diver  G.  stellata , Great  Northern  Diver  G.  immer. 
White-billed  Diver  G.  adamsii , Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  nificollis,  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps 
nigricollis , Shelduck  Tadorna  tadoma , Steller’s  Eider  Polysticta  slellen.  Red-breasted  Merganser 
Mergus  serralor.  Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus,  American  Coot  Fulica  americana , Guillemot  Una 
aalge.  Brunnich’s  Guillemot  U.  lomvia , Little  Auk  Alle  alle  and  Red-necked  Phalarope 
Phalaropus  lobatus. 

The  correct  answer  was  Long-tailed  Duck,  photographed  by  Keith  Atkin 
in  Lincolnshire  in  November/December  1979. 

The  leading  bunch  of  contenders  has  now  been  whittled  down  to  only  56 
entrants  (with  numbers  1 to  5 all  correct),  and  six  more  close  behind  (with  2 
to  5 correct).  The  eighth  photograph  appears  below.  Have  a go! 


51.  ‘Monthly  marathon'  competition.  Photograph  number  8.  Identify  the  species.  Read  the  rides 
on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue , then  send  your  answer  in  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon, 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MktetNJ,  to  arrive  by  15th  March  1987 
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THE  BIRD-WALKER: 

A Dictionary  of  the 
Voices  of  the  Birds  of 
Britain,  Europe  and 
North  Africa 
Jean  Roche 

A set  of  three  cassettes  with  songs 
of  352  species  of  birds.  The  species 
are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order 
to  help  quick  location.  This 
excellent  set  of  cassettes  can  be 
used  in  the  field  or  at  home  and  will 
improve  even  the  most 
knowledgeable  birder’s  field 
identification. 

‘With  the  sound  adjusted  so  that 
the  announcements  are  not  too 
loud,  the  bird  calls  sound 
perfect,  very  life-like  and  very 
clear.  They  are  amongst  the  best 
I have  heard’ 

R.A.  Hume,  British  Birds. 

£25.00  plus  VAT  0-7470-2803-6 
Three  cassette  pack  includes 
special  booklet 

THE  BIRDS  OF 

AUSTRALIA-SECOND 

EDITION 

Edited  by  Ken  Simpson, 
Illustrated  by  Nicolas  Day 
’...  I thoroughly  recommend  this 
book  to  anyone  planning  to  visit 
Australia  and  would  encourage 
those  normally  put  off  by  bulky 
books  seriously  to  consider  taking  a 
copy  with  them  ...  This  is  an 
accurate  and  beautiful  guide  to  the 
splendid  birds  of  a fantastic 
continent’. 

{David  Fisher,  British  Birds. 

£25.00  0-7099-4475-1 
352  pages  Colour  throughout. 
Distribution  maps 

Available  through  British  BirdShop 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  tojenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84  264. 

(BB 19) 

FLUSHING,  CORNWALL 

Delightful  harbourside  cottage.  Central  healing. 
Linen.  Every  comfort.  Well  situated  lor  north  and 
south  coasts. 

Kaye,  64  Vicarage  Court,  Vicarage  Gate,  m 
London  W8.  Telephone:  01-937  4744  59. 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB660) 

WEST  DORSET.  Bungalow,  sleeps  4.  Fourie, 
Larks  Hey,  Duck  Street,  Chideock.  Tel:  0297 
89573.  (BB933) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  selt- 
catering,  available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Chev  iot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  T el:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

NEAR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6/7.  Fully  equipped  and  linen  provided. 

I 'urner.  Vine  Cottage,  I he  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham:  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6pm. 

(BB701) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  T el:  097  44  380.  (BB936) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Crann- Tara  Guest  House, 
Grantown-on-Spey.  Located  in  one  of  the  finest 
birdwatching  areas  in  the  highlands.  B&B,  home 
cooked  dinner  available.  Central  heating,  dry  ing 
room,  TV  lounge.  For  details  contact  Mr  & Mrs 
A.  Logan.  Tel:  (0479)  2197.  (BB917) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB861 ) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Holt.  The  Lawns  Hotel. 
Central  and  ideally  situated  lor  birdwatchers. 
The  hotel  is  comfortable  with  large  centrally 
heated  rooms,  the  food  is  excellent,  catering  for 
vegetarians  also.  Only  4 miles  from  sea.  We 
oiler  a two  day  bargain  break  of  BB  & 1)  at  £3  I 
per  person.  Tel:  0263  713390.  (BB960) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  8). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  ( BB852) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB20) 


*GARA  ROCK  HOTEL 
East  Portlemouth,  Nr  Salcombe,  South  Devon 

A BIRDWATCHER'S  PARADISE 

Situated  in  magnificent  coastal  position,  in  proximity 
ofPrawle  Point,  a major  migration  observation  point, 
Gaia  Rock  olTcrs  a perfect  break  for  the  keen  orni- 
thologist. Splendid  coastal  paths,  rich  and  unusual 
bird  life  combined  with  all  the  comforts  of  a tradi- 
tional English  family  hotel  provides  for  a successful 
and  relaxing  holiday.  Our  facilities  include  heated 
pool  (May-Septembcr),  tennis  court,  barbecue, 
excellent  cuisine  and  bar.  Special  facilities  for  orni- 
thologists include  list  oflocal  bird  life,  complimentary 
packed  lunch,  dry  ing  and  laundry  facilities.  Slapton 
Lea  Field  Centre  7 miles  by  car.  Write  or  call 
(054884)  2342  for  further  details.  (BB14) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV, gas,  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper 
Warlingham  (088-32)  2013.  (BB688) 

ELLARY  ESTATE— MOST  ATTRACTIVE 

choice  of  sell-catering  cottages  and  chalets 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Caolisport.  W hile 
y ou  are  at  Fllary  y ou  are  free  to  go  wherever  you 
please.  There  are  hill  walks,  many  lochs  and 
burns  where  you  can  lish.  numerous  wildlife, 
birds,  flowers,  etc.  The  perfect  location  for  the 
true  country  lover.  For  full  colour  brochure 
please  write  to:  The  Booking  Office,  Ellary  7, 
Lochgilphead.  Argyll  PA3I  8PA.  Tel:  08803 
232/209  or  054685  223.  ( BB953) 

DARTMOUTH — relaxing  holidays,  beautiful 
Riv  er  Dart.  National  Trust  coast  and  Dartmoor. 
Choice  of  fully  self-contained  properties. 
Brochure:  Powell,  20  South  Town,  Dartmouth. 
Tel:  2638.  (BB950) 

1 5thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Here- 
ford amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  CH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn.  Fownhopc,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhopc  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

SUTHERLAND,  LOCH  FLEET.  Warm,  com- 
fortable, clean  house,  sleeps  seven.  McCall, 
Culmaily  Farm,  Golspie  KW10  6 1 A.  Tel:  04083 
3275.  (BB905) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  T el:  5 Oxford  662.  (BB96I ) 
LLANDUDNO.  Ideal  centre  For  spring  bird- 
watching in  North  Wales.  (April.  May,  June). 
Proprietor  is  a member  of  Cambrian  Ornithologi- 
cal Society.  Advice  given  on  best  bird  watching 
areas.  Guest  house  highly  recommended.  B&B 
and  EM  £10.50,  B&B  £7.25.  Details  from 
Knowles,  Holly  bank,  9 David’s  Place,  Llandudno, 
( iwynedd.  SAL  please.  Tel:  0492  7852 1 . ( BB93 1 ) 
CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-131  2942.(BB91  1) 
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The  Park  Hotel 

West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061  -625  9319 

(BB25) 


‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes,  SAE  please:  Tourist 
Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 
BETWEEN  KENDAL/WINDERMERE.  17th 
century  manor  house  in  own  grounds  overlooking 
River  Kent.  Dinner,  B&B,  £19  per  person.  SAF. 
for  details:  Aitken.  High  Hundhowe,  Kendal. 

(BB887) 

COASTAL  COTTAGES  of  Pembrokeshire, 
Abercastle,  Pembrokeshire  National  Park.  100 
warm  and  well  ecptipped  owners’  cottages, 
mostly  within  sight  and  sound  of  sea  and  seals  on 
Britain’s  most  beautiful  and  natural  coastline. 
Available  all  year  from  £b0  per  week.  Tel: 
034  83  742.  (BB604) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 
cottage.  4 miles  Blakcney.  Sleeps  4.  Tel:  032875 
539.  (BB874) 

ISLE  OF  COLONSAY  HOTEL,  Argyll  PA6I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (private  bath)  from  £25. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  095  12  316.  (BB747) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Award-winning  cottages 
in  beautiful  rural  location.  Sleeps  2-6.  Pets 
welcome.  Brochure:  Mrs  Woodruff,  Cilrhiw, 
Narbcrth.  Tel:  083  483  657.  (BB16) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Phone 
LJbbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations.  (BB673) 
CAIRNGORMS — Nethy  bridge  near  Av iemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB900) 

WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Warm  welcome. 
B&B/EM  optional.  Guests'  lounge  with  tea  and 
coffee  facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award. 
Pels  welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Northfield 
Lane.  Tel:  0328  710381.  (BB909) 

A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 
countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  of 
South-West  Scotland  are  within  easy  reach.  Full 
colour  brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B).  Douglas 
House,  Newton  Stewart  DG8  6DQ.  Tel:  0671 
2549.  (BB55) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell.  Dumfries. 
6 miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  vear.  l ei:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Perfect 
situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming  village. 
Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at  Gruinart. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba  Holiday 
Cottages.  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islav,  Argyll. 
Tel:  049685/208.  (BB791) 

ORCHARD  HOUSE,  THORNHAM,  N.W. 
Norfolk.  B&B  (opt  EM)  and  self-catering 
accommodation.  Delightfully  situated  for  all 
reserves.  Tel:  (048526)  259.  (BB954) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings.  St. 
Mary's.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors, I ony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details  or 
telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720  22327. 

(BB915) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brcndon  Barton,  Lvnton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059 87  201.  ( BB962) 

NT  COUNTRYSIDE.  Special  walking  and 
wildlife  holidays.  B&  B and  EM  3 dav  breaks 
£39.00,  weekly  £89.50.  Brochure:  056  885  276. 
Green  Haven  Guest  House.  Lucton.  Leominster, 
Herefordshire  HR6  9PN  < B8955 - 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosv  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 

NESTLING  IN  QUIET  Whiteadder  Valley  in 
Lammermuir  Hills,  farm  cottage  sleeps  5 and 
baby,  trout  fishing  included,  Prentice.  Cockburn 
Mill.  Duns.  Berwickshire.  (BB941) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A 
great  variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspec- 
ted. Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get 
our  free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holi- 
davs,  22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34 
1 BN.  Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB2) 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Humvorth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BB1 1) 

SUFFOLK.  Holiday  cottage  at  Eastbridge. 
Adjacent  to  Minsmere  Bird  Reserve.  Sleeps  5. 
Available  for  winter  weekends  and  holiday  u eeks. 
Tel:  Leiston  830  189.  (BB23) 
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Churehwood' 

Valley 


**  Top 
.Grade 


Urist 


South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins^  e0g 

■ Set  in  coastal 
preservation  area  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty 

■ Adjoining  NT.  land  and  near  several  NT. 
houses  ■ Easy  reach  Historic  Plymouth 

■ Good  walking,  riding,  sailing,  fishing 
| and  diving  ■ Bird-watching  and  wildlife 

Minimum  commercialisation  ■ Personal 
attention  ■ Corporate 
members  of  R.S.P.B. 

Colour  brochure  from 

(0752)  862382  (24hr). 
Churehwood, 
Wembury  Bay.  p 
Plymouth, 

.Devon  PL9  ODZ.’ 


VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching,  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  Flanc- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  £35. 
Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avoccts.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  CH,  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  welcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pytte  House,  Glyst  St  George, 
Devon.  Tel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 


KITE  COUNTRY.  Cambrian  Mountains. 
Comfortable  converted  barn  adjoining  farm- 
house on  40  acre  farm  in  secluded  valley.  Sleeps 
six.  Splendid  views.  Brochure:  Mo  Le  Bek,  Cwm 
Dulas,  Elanddewi  Brefi,  Tregaron,  Dyled  SY25 
6PF.  Tel:  Tregaran  8838.  (BB26) 

ANGLESEY.  Holy  Island.  Ideal  venue  for  Club 
or  Group  held  trip  or  holiday.  Accom  for  20  with 
all  mod  cons.  W holesome  food  or  self-catering. 
In  AONB  300  m from  coast,  close  S.  Stack  and 
other  excellent  sites.  Ian  and  Maggie  Wright. 
Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB5) 


BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  I)  Crowden, 
Kosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Wcstleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

EDGE  LOCH  GARTEN  RESERVE.  Spacious 
mobile  home.  2 bedrooms,  shower,  WG,  elec,  gas, 
private  burnside  site.  6-8  berths.  Fott,  Tulioch 
Moor,  Netln  bridge  PH25  3EF.  Tel:  047  983  227. 

(BB 10) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  ( iucst  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 


CLEY.  Daily  trips  to  seal  island  and  Blakenex 
Point  Bird  Reserve.  Temple  Cley  740  791.  Bed- 
breakfast.  Temple  Clev  740  26  E (BB38) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.  & C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Gobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB3I) 


..  DUNBAR 

Comfortable  Guest  House 
Ideally  situated  for  Firth  of  Forth 
B.B.  £8.50 
Mrs  Hickman 

Telephone:  0368  64004  ( BB52) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A unique  and  charming  16th  century 
freehouse  in  3 acres,  and  some  en  suite 
accommodation  available  in  modern  chalet 
block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates.  Ample  car 
parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks  or 
rest,  meals  avail.  Tel  Peasenhall  337.  (BB51) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel.  RAG  3 star  and  1 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col. 
brochure/tarilf  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on 
selected  dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  by  Garve,  Rossshire.  Eel:  085  483  234. 
NEAR  ST  DAVIDS.  3 comfortable  self-catering 
cottages.  WTB  Special  Award.  Brochure:  E.  J. 
Rickards,  West  Lodge  Farm,  Butterhill,  St 
Ishmaels.  Haverfordwest.  Tel:  Dale  514.  (BB63) 
ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  for  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches. 
Otters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House, 
Isle  of  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  (BB66) 

DUNWICH.  Holiday  cottage,  sea  'A  mile, 
oxerlooking  marshes,  sleeps  6 plus  2 children. 
Idcallx  situated  for  Minsmere  and  surrounding 
countryside.  Fully  -furnished  and  equipped 
personally  supervised.  £20.00  per  day.  Reduced 
rates  for  March-Oetober.  Dogs  allowed,  car 
parking.  Details  from  R.  Green,  53  Albany  Road. 
West  Bcrgholt,  Colchester  COO  3EB.  l ei:  0206 
241716.  ' (BB7I) 

NORTH  NORFOLK— Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaxen 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB72) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  close  harbour,  c.h. 
garden,  parking,  5 plus  cot.  1 Bell’s  Court,  Castle 
Street.  Cambridge  66014.  (BB73) 

LITTLE  WALSINGH  AM,  Cottage.  5 plus  cot, 
garden,  parking,  4 Bell’s  Court.  Castle  Street. 
Cambridge  66014.  ( BB74) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  ol  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth.  Dorset,  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mow  lam.  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  1)1  3 IDF.  (0305)  772268. 

(BB75) 

ULLSWATF.R,  HARTSOP,  spacious  modern- 
ised self-catering  apartment  in  17th  century 
cottage.  Sinclair.  Hartsop,  Patterdale,  Cumbria, 
085  32438.  (BB56) 
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GAR  A MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm 
self-catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 Cl  I flats  in 
lbthC  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome,  lor  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB938) 

SEE  PUFFINS,  skuas,  seals  and  a lot  more. 
Private  boat  takes  you  among  otherwise 
inaccessible  colonies.  A nature-lover’s  dream. 
Full  board  in  castle,  or  self-catering  cottages. 
Send  for  details:  Balfour  Castle,  Shapinsay, 
Orkney.  Tel:  085  671  282.  (BB944) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB589) 

DERBYSHIRE  PEAK  DISTRICT.  Self- 
catering  properties.  Personally  inspected.  Rural 
Vacations  Ltd,  Pipworth  Lane,  Fckington, 
Sheffield  S3 1 9EY.  T el:  0246 432202.  ( BB32) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  l.indisfarne  Re- 
serve and  l lie  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish,  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. T el:  066  83  336.  (BB916) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 warm 
comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Calgary.  Tel: 
068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB945) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
'Highground'  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground. 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay.  Gwynedd 
LI.65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ( BB47) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats. 
Details  send  28p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB902) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Cambridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland. 
Forest.  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Osprey's  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/B. 
Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut.  The 
Old  Manse  Hotel  Cambridge,  Inverness-shire. 
Pel:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 

SLAPTON  SANDS 

At  the  Waters'  Edge  and  alongside  Slapton 
Ley  Nature  Reserve.  Combining  the  Best  of 
Self-Catering  Suites  and  Apartments,  for  2-8 
persons,  with  the  availability  of  Good  Food 
and  Well  Stocked  Bars.  Colour  Brochure 
with  pleasure. 

Toroross  Apartment  Hotel 

(Dept  BB),  Toroross  S.  Devon. 

Phone  Kingsbridge  (0548)  580206. 

1 BB77) 


LAKE  DISTRICT,  Cumbria.  Superb  peaceful 
situation.  Fellside  cottage  2-4.  converted  flats 
2-4.  Well  equipped,  colour  TV,  no  pets,  no 
children  under  8.  Leisk,  Meadow  Brow, 
Grasmere  LA22  9RR.  I el:  096  65  275.  ( BB35) 

Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and  Bemp- 
ton.  A coast  that's  rich  in  history  and  wildlife. 
Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals,  explore  the 
nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and  South  Land- 
ing. Send  for  details  and  Bridlington  Colour 
Guide  to:  Publicity  Dept.  13,  The  Spa,  Brid- 
lington, East  Yorkshire  Y015  3JH.  A con- 
tribution towards  postage  appreciated. 
( BB65) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skores,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Perms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

AUTHENTIC  GYPSY  CARAVAN.  Beauti- 
fully sited  on  private  (Lack  District)  nature 
reserve.  Frahm,  Haybridge,  Bouth,  Diversion, 
Cumbria  (022  986)  412.  (BB68) 

BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

SPAIN 

BIRDING- SPRING  1987 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain  and  w ill  show  you 
the  rarest  birds  in  the  most  beautiful  and 
remote  areas.  F.xpect  to  see  5 different 
eagles,  3 vultures,  2 bustards,  2 sand  grouse, 
white-headed  duck,  galinule.  eagle  owl, 
black  stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  1 1 & 8 day 
tours  lor  3-4  persons  only,  by  Range  Rover. 

9 years  and  over  600  field  days  of  experience 
in  Spain.  ~ 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M-C.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough,  ^ 

Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  547213.  “ 


GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

Winter  breaks  in  the  best  birdwatching 
areas  in  SW  Scotland,  thousands  of  Geese. 

Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle. 

Peregrine.  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 

5 nights  at  the  luxurious  Callv  Palace  Hotel 
or 

3 nights  in  our  comfortable  family  home 
Brochure  reservations:  Hawker,  Windy  walls. 

Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 

Tel:  05574  249  (BB44) 

BIRDWATCH.  CORNWALL.  21st-27th 
March  1987,  £1 18  inclusive.  5 days  of  field  trips, 
special  help  for  beginners.  Exciting  seabirds, 
waders,  ducks  and  birds  of  prey.  Local  RSPB 
leaders.  Two  star  hotel  with  Scandinavian 
leisure  centre.  For  brochure  and  bird  list  phone 
Malcolm  Pavitt.  0736  795294.  The  Cornwallis 
(formerlv  Karenza  Hotel).  St.  Ives.  Cornwall. 

( BB43) 
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ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . series.  Majorca,  SYV  Spain,  The 
C.amargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy.  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  " ' (BB636) 

FINE  & SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on  birds 
and  natural  history,  Charles  Tunnicliffe  illus- 
trated. Catalogue  from:  Pandion  Books,  Carr 
Close,  Rainton,  Thirsk  Y07  3PS.  (BB948) 
BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BB18) 

SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Run  by  birders  for  birders 
All  orders  over  £10  POST  FREE 
Free  catalogue  from 
238  Ryebank  Rd.,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M2 1 1LU 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hrs)  (BB956) 

EASTER  BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE— 

hints,  sites,  checklist  £2.50  inc.  p&p.  Stephanie 
Coghlan,  25  Thorpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W. 
Yorks  HD5  8TA.  (BB901) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  Titles — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redwing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road.  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

(BB80) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS — for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB844) 

NEW  CATALOGUE  of  second-hand  natural 
history  books  now  available,  stamp  appreciated. 
Little  Holcombe  Books,  52  Bridge  Street, 
Ramsbottom,  Bury,  Lancs.  (BB951) 


STAMPS 

BIRDS  SEEN  IN  BRITAIN.  1 00  = £4.  Send  for 
14  page  bird  stamp  list.  A.  Grainger.  42  Lee  Lane 
East,  Horsforth,  Leeds.  (BB53) 


FOR  SALE 


Printed  Notepaper,  Postcards, 

Change  of  Address,  Letterpress  or 
Thermographic,  Samples,  Prices, 

G.  Stokoe,  Printer, 

Dept  BB, 

98  Church  Lane,  Beeston  Regis,  § 
Sheringham,  Norfolk  NR26  8EY  ® 

FOR  SALE  — Original  Duck  Paintings  by 
Trevor  Boyer,  King  Street  Galleries,  17  King 
St..  St.  James’s,  London  SW1.  Tel:  01-930  3993. 

(BB88) 


CARANEX — the  unique  British  tent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  X 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £ 1 46-£  176  deld.  Full  details: 
Tim  Goodwin,  Caranex,  Dept  BB,  Cuan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24  hr  service).  (BB87) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  vol- 
umes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB850) 

ZEISS/LEITZ  binoculars  for  sale  & wanted. 
P/EX.  21  Crescent  Grove,  London  SW;4  7AF. 

(BB34) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB678) 

FOR  SALE.  “British  Birds”  magazines.  Un- 
bound. 1967/8,  1972/3/4,  1979/80/81,  also 

April-December  1957.  Millard,  44  Bysing  Wood 
Road,  Faversham  ME  13  7RL.  Tel:  (0795) 
532667.  (BB22) 

BB  1 947-53  BOUND,  62,  63,  68  UNBOUND. 

Offers:  Gray,  26  Chaucer  Rd,  Bath  (0225) 
315879.  (BB57) 

HANDCRAFTED  TAPESTRIES.  Bird 

Pictures.  £20.00  each.  Send  cheques  to: 
“WILSONS  COTTAGE  CRAFTS”  (BB),  28 
Monica  Close,  Watford,  Hertfordshire  WD2 
4GZ.  (BB59) 

COMPLETE  SET  OF  “BRITISH  BIRDS”. 

For  sale  in  one  lot:  all  volumes  from  1 (1907/08) 
through  78  (1985).  Standard  brown  binding  with 
gilt  lettering  and  grouse  excepts  Vols  14,  15,  16  & 
18  (maroon  binding  without  bird)  and  Vols  26  & 
29  (blue  binding  without  bird  or  gilt  letters  and 
with  paper  label).  Excellent  condition.  Offers 
invited.  Box  No.  74  c/o  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK443NJ.  (BB62) 

BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Your  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beauty  of  oils. 
Animals,  portraits  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
w'ith  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts, 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars,  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby, 
South  Humberside  DN37  9QT.  (BB69) 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO;  cassette  of  songs  and 
calls  of  32  species  of  birds.  £3.25  including  L!K 
postage  from  T.  G.  White,  61  Rosebery  Ave, 
Harpenden,  Herts  AL5  2QP.  Phone  05827  2946. 

(BB78) 


WANTED 

COLLECTOR  wishes  to  putchase  Morris’s 
Birds.  Thorburn’s  Birds,  and  any  other  interest- 
ing Natural  History  Books  or  Paintings.  David 
Brodie,  Hazel  Bank,  106  Castlemain  Avenue, 
Southbourne,  Bournemouth,  Dorset  0202  431997. 

(BB943) 
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BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

10x50BA  22.5o z 309tt.  £205  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345tt.  £1 85  (inc.  case) 

8x408GA  19oz  330ft.  £1 80  (inc.  case) 

8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £1 70  (inc.  case) 

OPTICRON  BINOCULARS  high  resolution 

These  new  Opticron  binoculars  are  guaranteed  to  better  or  equal  the 
performance  of  any  other  make  with  similar  specifications  advertised  in 
this  magazine,  or  obtainable  anywhere  in  the  UK,  under  £200,  excepting 
Optolyth  and  other  Opticron  products.  Lightweight  and  provide  full  field 
for  spectacle  wearers.  8 x 32  ZWCF  (1 8oz  435ft  field)  £93.00, 8 x 42  ZCF 
and  7 x 42  ZCF  (22oz  345ft  field)  £1 1 0.00,  and  the  1 0 x 42  ZWCF  (22oz 
345ft  field)  at  only  £1 1 4.00. 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest  field -at  high 
magnifications  Fie|d 


30X75GA 

22x60GA 

22x70  GA  (waterproof) 
22-60x70GA  (zoom) 


Weight 

44oz 

35oz 

37oz 

47oz 


120ft. 

183ft. 

87-54 ft. 


Price 

£290  Case  £35 
£195  Case  £15 
£242  (inc.  case) 
£297  Case  £35 


NE  W 80mm,  body  only  (interchangeable  eyepieces)  £287  (case  extra) 
Eyepieces:  20x  £54,  30x  £56.  40x  £57,  Case  £35. 

OPTICRON  TELESCOPES 

HIGH  RESOLUTION 

60mm  objective  lens.  45°  angled  body  only  £1 35.00.  Straight  type,  body 
only  £119.00  Zoom  eyepiece,  interchangeable,  20-60x  £60.00  Fixed 
mag.  Eyepieces  1 5x,  20x,  22xWA,  25x,  40x  & 60x  are  £26.50  each. 

CLASSIC  TELESCOPES 

60mm  og.  Body  £68.  Eyepieces:  18-40x  zoom  £44.00  18x  or  25x 
£1 5.00  75mm  og.  Body  £90.  Eyepieces:  22-47x  zoom  £44.00  22x  or 
3Qx  £1 5.00  Case  £1 5 Photokit  £1 7.50 


fMTl 
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London  Camera  Exchange  Group 
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Southampton,  Hants.  Winchester,  Hants. 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


WIN  A £1500  BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAY! 


From  1st  January  until  the  30th  April  1987  readers  of  this  magazine  spending  El  00  or  more  will  be 
eligible  to  one  draw  for  the  winning  £1 500  Holiday  Voucher.  This  Voucher  entitles  the  winner  to  select  a 
birdwatching  holiday  of  a lifetime  with  ' Ornitholidays'',  one  of  Britain’s  leading  specialist  holiday 


and  travel  companies  with  holiday  venues  which  include  Jamaica,  Kenya,  Morocco,  India,  Thailand,  the 
USA  and  many  other  sites  of  interest  to  international  birdwatchers.  This  offer  is  restricted  to  readers  of 
British  Birds  and  Birdwatching  magazines.  Every  order  must  include  a photocopy  of  this  advert  and 
personal  callers  should  be  able  to  produce  a copy  of  this  magazine. 

The  draw  will  take  place  1 st  May  1 987. 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 

179.00 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 

195.00 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

223.00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

359  00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

419.00 

Dialyt  10x40  BTCF 

Phone 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BGA 

Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGA 

499  00 

15x60  PorroT 

729  00 

Rainguard 

5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

10  00 

Lanyard 

400 

LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

175.00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

189  00 

Trinovid  10x25  BC 

189  00 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BCA 

199  00 

Trinovid  8 x 40  BA 

435  00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  B 

415  00 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

445  00 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 
Trinovid  10  x 40  BA 

44500 

Close  focus 

450  00 

Soft  case  for  Miniature 

12.50 

Soft  case  for  10  x 40 

29  95 

Hard  case  for  10  x 40 

36  95 

Eye  cups  (set) 

12.00 

Rainguards 

8.00 

Lanyards 

7.50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 

170.00 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

180  00 

Alpin  10  x 40  BGA 

185  00 

Alpin  7 x 42  BGA 

187  00 

Alpin  10  x 50  BGA 

205  00 

Optolyth  22  x 60 

195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

290.00 

Optolyth  30  x 80 

322.00 

Optolyth  TB80 
20  x Eye  Piece 

287  00 

54  00 

30  x Eye  Piece 

56  00 

40  x Eye  Piece 

5700 

Case  for  TB80 

35  00 

Case  for  30  x 75 

35  00 

Case  for  30  x 80 

35.00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54  95 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

79  95 

Dekarem  10  x 50 

88  95 

Turmon  8 x 21 

4295 

NIKON 

Action  8 x 35 

135.00 

Actiqn  10x50 

165  00 

8 x 30  ZCF 

189  00 

10x35  ZCF 

209  00 

Spotting  Scope 

269  00 

Field  Scope  Ed 

489  00 

Photo  Kit 

157  00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x. 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

5800 

Filter  Ring 

14  25 

Hood 

10.25 

Eye  Piece  Case 

9 95 

KOWA 

TS-2  Body 

133  00 

TS-1  Body 

155  00 

20  x WA 

41.00 

27  x WA 

41  00 

25  x 

37  00 

40  x 

35  00 

Case  for  TS-1  or  2 

17  50 

TSN-1 

239  00 

TSN-2 

225  00 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

449  00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

43900 

20  x WA 

69  00 

25  x 

4500 

40  x 

45  00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

99  00 

Case  lor  TSN 

1950 

Photo  Kit 

6900 

OPTICRON 

Elite  9 x 35 

157  00 

Elite  10  x 50 

255  00 

HR  8 x 42 

111.00 

HR  10x42 

114  00 

HR  10x50 

12200 

HR  Body 

119  00 

HR  Body  GA 

140  00 

HR  Body  45° 

135  00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

60  00 

22  x WA 

26  50 

40  x 

26  50 

Case 

1500 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster 

129  00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

60  00 

15  x -45  x Zoom 

60  00 

22  x WA 

29  00 

Case 

15  00 

Photo  Kit 

22  00 

SWIFT 

Audubon  8 5 x 44 

179  95 

Osprey  75  x 42 

159  95 

HARTMANN 

8 x 30  ZCF  197  00 

8 x 40  ZCF  234  00 

10x40  ZCF  234  00 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  ot  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz  Kowa  with 
Optolyth  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  lor  their  personal  needs 

FIELD  TEST 

Your  final  choice  on  Hadley  Common 
just  150  yards  from  our  shop 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2  00  to  help  cover  p &p 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available, 
turnover  is  high,  so  we  do  not  print  a 
price  list  Phone  for  current  bargains 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Your  old  Binoculars.  Telescopes  or 
Tripods 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  mins  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  10  mins  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Tube  Station 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price1 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 

REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

ORNITHOLIDAYS  87 


Holidays  Organised 

by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-two  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 


Forthcoming  tours  include: 


Kenya 
Zimbabwe 
Okavango  Delta 
Ethiopia 
Morocco 
Madagascar 
The  Seychelles 
N.  India  & the 
Himalayas 
Kashmir  & Ladakh 
Thailand 


Florida 
Vancouver  & 
the  Rockies 
Venezuela 
The  Galapagos 
Australia 
New  Zealand 
Jordan 
Israel 
Turkey 
Cyprus 


N.E.  Greece 
Mount  Olympus 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Rousillion 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 
Majorca 
Iceland 
The  Gambia 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 
ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2, 1 -3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D1  1 9)  ATOL LICENCE  No  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


Since  1976,  people  have  been  travelling  with  us  all 
over  the  world.  You  too,  can  discover: 

Our  speciality,  the  polar  regions 

(Alaska,  West  and  East  Greenland,  Svalbard,  Siberia,  Antarctica  . . .) 

Our  bird  and  mammal  expeditions 

(like  bearwatching  in  Yugoslavia:  guaranteed  “satisfied  or  your  money 
back”) 

Our  new  1987  programme 

(60  destinations  including  a Giant  Panda  trip  to  China,  a bird-watching 
tour  of  Namibia,  a mountain  Gorilla  observation  trip  to  Rwanda  and, 
amongst  others,  the  Camargue,  ,the  Alps,  the  Bialowieza  forest  in 
Poland  . . .) 

All  Information  available  at: 

VOYAGES  NATURE 

55  avenue  d’Alsace,  68000  COLMAR,  FRANCE 
Telephone:  (33)  89  23 1 1 23 

— Our  guides  are  bilingual  (French-English) 

— To  avoid  disappointment,  please  book  early 

• The  price  of  some  trips  is  inclusive  of  your  air  ticket  to  Paris  or  Zurich 
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ADLERBLICK 

MIRADOR 

ACCESSORIES  cont'd 

— 

8x32  B 

125.00 

8 x 32  B 

93  00 

Wide  Mount 

35  00 

7 x 42  B 

115.00 

8 x 42  B 

110  00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod 

35  00 

8 x 42  B 

122.00 

1 0 x 42  B 

114  00 

Rainguards  from 

2.50 

1 0 x 42  B 

128  00 

1 0 x 50  B 

122  00 

BARBOUR 

1 0 x 50  B 

143.00 

The  best  British  clothing  for 

aiso  avail,  in  Kubber  hmsn 

HABICHT 

the  worst  British  weather 

NEW  ADLERSCOPE  80mm 

8x30  WM 

285.00 

DURHAM  JACKET 

Straight  view  or  45°  body  with 

8 x 30  WMGA 

34500 

34"  to  46" 

4995 

75  x eye  piece 

399  00 

7x42  WM 

265  00 

GAMEFAIR  JACKET 

15  x eye  piece 

5895 

7x42  WMGA 

340.00 

32" to  46" 

66  95 

40  x eye  piece 

6995 

10x40  Diana 

299  00 

BORDER  JACKET 

20  x 60  x Zoom 

86  95 

10x40  Diana  GA 

375  00 

32"  to  46" 

77  45 

Photo  Kit 

23.95 

30  x 75  BGAN 

389  00 

NORTHUMBRIA  JACKET 

Hood 

16  95 

38"  to  46" 

8345 

Case 

TBA 

SLIK 

WARM  LININGS 

This  new  scope  Irom  Japan  oilers 

Slik  Gazelle 

37  95 

32"  to  46" 

1695 

extra  wide  field  of  view  and  is 

Slik  35  DN 

49  95 

HOODS 

8 45 

highly  recommended  for  spectacle 

Slik  88 

59  95 

TROUSERS  LINED 

wearers 

Slik  Master  D2 

69  95 

S.M.L 

3545 

ACCESSORIES 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

69  95 

Please  slate  size  with  order  Colour 

Car  Window  Moun 

1700 

Slik  SL  67 

97  95 

Barbour  catalogue  on  reauest  Post 

Universal  Moun! 

1850 

Slik  Tripod  Strap 

695 

packing  free  on  Barbour 

i KAJKLAVCARO 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 

REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES  CiJ 

(Di 40) 

IF  ©CM  IP©  HINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


PACKAGE  DEALS  & 
OUTFITS  — ASK  FOR 
OUR  LOW  QUOTES 


OPTICRON 
MAIN  STOCKISTS 


PLEASE  NOTE 

We  are  closed  to 
personal  callers 
from  1 5th-30th 
March  1 987 
inclusive. 


NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  E.D. 


Extra-low  dispersion 
glass  creates  contrast  and 
resolution  which  are 
unsurpassed. 

The  ‘State  of  the  Art' 
telescope  for  the 
perfectionist! 

(part  exchange  welcome) 


MANY  INTERESTING 
SECONDHAND  ITEMS 
INC.  FIELDSCOPE. 
ZEISS.  LEITZ10X40B. 
HABICHT  WSL  & 
DIANA 

KOWA  SCOPES 

TSN-3 

TSN-4 

77mm — Fluorite  Scopes 

All  other  Kowa 
Models  from  stock 

OLYMUS  OWNERS 
1000mm  ZUIKO  £695 


MAILORDER 
SPECIALISTS 
P/P  & INS.  FREE! 


VAT  FREE 
EXPORTS 


FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098  (Di  42) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


INSTITUTIONAL 
ORDERS  WELCOME 


Birds 

in  Scotland 


by  VALERIE  M.  THOM 

In  the  33  years  since  Baxter  & 
Rmtoul's  two  volumes,  The  Birds  of 
Scotland,  were  published  much  has 
happened  in  ornithology  generally, 
and  the  numbers  and  distributions  of 
many  species  have  changed,  as  has 
much  Scottish  habitat. 

Few  can  be  as  well  qualified  as 
Valerie  Thom  (editor  of  Scottish  Birds 
and  past-President  of  the  Scottish 
Ornithologists's  Club)  to  write  this 
replacement  of  the  earlier  work  and  to 
review  the  many  changes  that  have 
taken  place  and  to  report  on  birds  in 
Scotland  today.  She  follows  this  with 
the  main  feature  of  the  book,  the 
species  accounts  of  Scotland’s 
breeding,  resident,  wintering  and 
passage  birds  for  the  period  1950-83, 
with  summaries  of  earlier  data  and 
records  of  rarities  and  vagrants 
1983-85.  The  accounts  are 
complemented  by  173  species  maps, 
plus  many  diagrams  and  tables,  and 
129  species  drawings.  There  are  32 
photographs  of  changing  Scottish 
landscape  and  habitat 

390  pages,  26.5*19  cm,  £24.00 net 


T & A D POYSER 


DIE 

NEUE 

BREHM- 

BUCHEREI 


New  in  the  internationally 
recognised  series  of  monographs 
about  plants  and  animals: 

Die  Aiierliiiliner 

Tetrao  urogallus  and 

7.  urogalloides 

by  S.  Klaus,  A.  A.  Andreew. 

H.-H.  Bergmann,  F.  Miiller 

J.  Porkert.J.  Wiesner 

276  pp.,  163  ill.,  4 colour  plates 

NBB  86.  29,50  DM 

Die  Wasseramsel 

Cinclus  cinclus 
by  G.  Creutz 

2lul  rev.  edit..  136  pp. . 75  ill. 

NBB  364,  13,00  DM 

Vogelfang  mid  Vogelberingung  III 

by H.  Bub 

4rtl  edit.,  240  pp.,  114  ill. 

NBB  389,  18,60  DM 

Der  Baiimfalke 

bale  a subbuleo 
by  D.  Fiuczynski 
200  pp.,  100  ill. 

NBB  575,  22.00  DM  approx. 

Der  Pirol 

Oriolus  oriolus 
by  K.-D.  Feige 
216  pp  , 92  ill. 

NBB  578.  25,40  DM 

Please  ask  for  our 
catalogues 


A.  Zicmsen  Verlag 
P.O.B.22 

Wittenberg  Lutherstadt 
GDR-4600 


(D146) 
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Clear 

Choice 


“ The  enormous  field  of  view  will 
be  especially  welcomed  by 
all  spectacle  wearers . . . 
particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or 
forest;  for  seawatching  or 
raptor-watching  and  on  any 
occasion  when  a small  object 
needs  to  be  located  against  a 
relatively  laige  or  uniform 
background,  such  as  leaves, 
sea  or  sky. 

. . . Magnificent  binoculars 
of  the  very  highest  quality, 
ideal  for  birdwatching  in  all 
conditions  . . . I cannot 
recommend  them  too 
strongly.  . . 

( British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 
June  1986) 

Superb  optical 
performance.  The  T*  multi- 
layer, anti-reflection  coating 
ensures  excellent  image 
contrast  and  outstanding 
clarity  in  poor  light  conditions. 
Minimum  focusing  distance  3.5m. 
Rubber  armoured,  rugged  and  reliable. 


Zeiss  offers  a wide  choice.  Write  for  catalogue 
and  nearest  stockist. 


The  name  makes  the  difference 
The  difference  made  the  name 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


ZEISS 


West  Germany 


(D105) 


COUNTRYSIDE  VIEWING* 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 
BINOCULARS-  TELESCOPES  Top  quality- 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH&  LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2'h  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


Bpr@DT] 
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Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60  Zoom) 
Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured) 


£189.00 

£290.00 


Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £283.20 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x40BGA)  £ 185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT  (Rubber  Armoured/Close 
Focus)  Phone! 


Barbour  I 


* 


"The  best  British  clothing  far  the  vws-st  British  weather 


Border  Jkt.  (Lined)  34" -48" 
Beaufort  Jkt.  (Lined)  34" -48" 
Durham  Jkt.  (Unlined)  34"-48" 
Trousers  (Unlined)  XS-L 
Arnton  Bag 

Plus  hats,  hoods,  wax  etc. 


£77.45 

£71.45 

£49.95 

£26.95 

£28.45 


23/25  Kings  Road, 
Brentwood,  Essex. 
(0277)  222230 


3 Palace  Street, 
Canterbury,  Kent. 
(0227)  470023 


Mail  Order: 

3 Vtetes  Way, 

Brentwood,  Essex. 

CM15  9TB 
(0277)221259,233122  9. 
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WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS 
IN  EAST  ANGLIA  ^ 

Peter  and  Margaret  Clarke 
A general  introduction  to  East  Anglia’s  scenery, 
climate  and  wildlife  is  followed  by  the 
systematic  list  of  the  many  birdwatching 
localities.  Each  site  is  accompanied  by  a useful 
map  and  a calendar  summarising  the  average 
arrival  and  departure  dates  of  migrants,  and 
concise  lists  of  birds,  season  by  season. 

All  the  other  information  you  need  to  know 
about  each  site  — habitat,  species,  timing  and 
access  — is  included  to  provide  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  each  locality. 

£8.95  pbk  0-7470-0400-5  272  pages 
40  lines  drawings,  45  maps 

THE  BIRDS  OF  ISRAEL^ 

Uzi  Paz  and  Yossi  Eshbol 
With  detailed  information,  previously 
unavailable  in  any  form,  on  this  spectacular 
variety  of  birds,  The  Birds  of  Israel  is  the 
essential  handbook  for  anyone  visiting  the  area 
or  simply  keen  to  learn  more  about  its  birds. 
Written  and  photographed  by  two  of  the  leading 
lights  in  the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Nature 
in  Israel,  this  is  a unique  and  up-to-date  guide. 
£19.95  0-7470-2601-7  304  pages 
32  colour  plates.  Line  drawings,  maps 

THE  BIRD  WALKER: 

A Dictionary  of  the  Voices  of 
the  Birds  of  Britain,  Europe 

and  North  Africa 

Jean  Roche 

“With  the  sound  adjusted  so  that  the 
announcements  are  not  too  loud,  the  bird  calls 
sound  perfect,  very  life-like  and  very  clear.  They 
are  amongst  the  best  I have  heard' 

R.A.  Hume,  British  Birds. 

R.R.P.  £28.95  including  VAT 
0-7470-2803-6 

Three  cassette  pack  includes  special  booklet 
Available  through  British  BirdShop 


LM^ 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


(D1 37) 


VII 


Holidays  lor  the  discerning  naturalist 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  oiler  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 

CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 


18  days  May  £865 

EASTERN  TURKEY 

1 9 days  May  & June  £950 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

16  days  June  & August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHOROUS 
MIGRATION 

18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  September  £550 


Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  lor  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D768) 

Please  order 
all  your 
BIRD  BOOKS 
from 

BRITISH 

BIRDSHOP’ 

Please  use  the  form  on  the 
cut-out  page  in  this  issue. 

The  purchase  of  books  and 
recordings  through 
‘British  BirdShop’ 
subsidises  every  subscription, 
and  adds  extra  pages 
and  extra  photographs 
to  every  issue  of 
British  Birds  (B((ri|ri) 


A Free  Signed  Copy  of 

Ducks  of  Britain  and 
the  Northern 
Hemisphere 

By  John  Gooders 
Illustrated  Trevor  Boyer 

The  original  paintings 
reproduced  in  this  book 
are  available  at: 

KING  STREET  GALLERIES 
17  KING  STREET 
ST.  JAMES’S 

LONDON  SW1Y6QU 

A copy  of  the  book  signed  by 
the  artist  included  with  the 
purchase  of  an  original  picture 

(D126) 


Iceland 

We  invite  you  to  journey 
North  and  explore  with  us  one 
of  the  most  fascinating  islands 
of  the  natural  world. 

Our  64  page  brochure  is 
packed  full  of  travel  ideas  to 
suit  most  interests  and 
pockets.  For  a copy  of  this 
brochure  (which  also  includes 
Greenland  & The  Faroes),  or 
other  brochures  on  North 
Canada,  Spitzbergen  and 
Scandinavia  call: 

07373  62321  (24  hours) 

Arctic  Experience  Ltd 

29  Mork  Way,  Banstead,  Surrey  SM7  1PB 
ABTA  1292/ATOL  2013  (Di  25) 


viii 


WALKERS  are  the  largest  photo/optical  shop  on  the  Yorkshire  Coast. 
We  have  a huge  stock  of  binoculars,  telescopes,  cameras  and  lenses. 


BINOCULARS 
ZEISS  WEST 

8 x 20  B 
1 0 x 25  B 
8 x 30  B/K  Case 
8x30B/GA/CF 
8 x 56  K Case 
10  x 40  B^K  Case 
10x40B/GA/CF 

ZEISS  EAST 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 
Jenoptem  8 x 30 
Jenoptem  10x50 
Dekarem  1 0 x 50 
Nobilem  8 x 50 
Nobilem  12x50 
Binocterti  7 x 50 

HABICHT 

10x40  Diana 
10  x 40  S.L.  Armour 


£ 

180 

190 

340 

340 

465 

390 

399 

54 

44 

59 

79 

179 

179 

86 

299 

359 


MINOLTA 

8x40  Armour 
10x50  Armour 


SWIFT 

Technar  8 x 40 
Technar  10x50 
Technar  12x50 
Belmont  8x40 
Belmont  10x50 
Belmont  12x50 
Red  Spot  8 x 32 
Red  Spot  8 x 40 
Red  Spot  10x50 
Bluespot  8 x 36 
Blue  Spot  9x42 
Blue  Spot  10x42 
Trilyte  10x40 
Trilyte  lOx  40A 


Osprey  7.5x42  119 

80  Derby  7.5x42  119 

85  Sea  (Hawk  7x50  159 

Audubon  8.5x44  159 


48 

49  ADLERBLICK 

50  8x42  118 

il  10x42  124 

00  10x50  138 

b3 

85 

98 

99 

116  TELESCOPES 

122  KowaTSNI  232 

129  Kowa  TSN  2 222 

124  20  x 66 

129  25  x 43 


40  x 43 

20  x -60  x 99 

Photo  attachment  66 

Swift  20x60  115 

Swift  22x60  159 

Mirador  20x50  134 

Spacemaster15x-45x  175 


CAMERAS  & LENSES 

Canon  T 70  & F 1.8  229 

Yashica  FXD  F 1 9 139 

Yashica  FX  103  F 1.9  170 

Olympus  OM  3 F 1 8 299 

Olympus  OM  4 F 1 .8  349 

Pentax  ME  Super  F 1.7  189 

Canon  Supreme  139 

Supreme  Tele  189 

Minolta  AFZ  129 


MAIL  ORDER  PLEASE  ADD  £2.50  p&p  and  ins. 

ACCESS  — VISA  — CREDIT  CHARGE  — SAME  DAY  DESPATCH 
OPEN  6 DAYS  9 am-5.30  pm  (OPEN  SUNDAY  IN  SUMMER) 


(D1  43) 


Professional  & Retail  Photographer; 

i 

c 

68  70  St.  Thomas  Street 

1 

POLAR  BIRD  WATCHING 

Go  to  Svalbard  for  less  than  £999 


DO  YOU  KNOW  OF  ANY  OTHER  TOUR  ORGANISATION 
OFFERING  12  ARCTIC  NATURE  TRIPS? 

SVALBARD  — GREENLAND  (East  and  West)  — SIBERIA  — 
CANADA  — ALASKA  — ICELAND  — ANTARCTICA 
All  of  our  guides  are  seasoned  “arctic  birdwatchers”  and  “travellers  ".  Some 
of  them,  like  Robert  GUYARD,  have  been  visiting  this  area  for  over  40  years! 
Bilingual  guides  (French-English). 

For  more  information: 

VOYAGES  NATURE 

55  avenue  d’AIsace,  68000  COLMAR,  FRANCE  (33)  89  23  11  23 

(D131) 
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“/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes 


Compact,  all  purpose  spotting 
scope  is  ideal  for  field  use. 
Includes  standard  thread  tripod 
mount  and  fully  coated  optics. 
Comes  complete  with  25  x /20 
x 30  eyepiece  and  protective  lens 
caps.  Interchangeable  eye-pieces 
available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ Will  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D1 33) 


Die  Vogelwelt 
Ussuriens 

Avifauna  between  the 
Amur  and  the  Sea 
of  Japan 

Dr.  A.  J.  V.  Knystautas 
and  Ju.  B.  Sibnev 
Translated  into  German 
by  Dr.  K.  Liedel 

188  pp.  with  207  colour  photos 
and  8 coloured  drawings 
Format  27  x 24 
Price:  DM  64, — approx. 

ISBN  3-7403-0013-2 

This  work  gives  interesting  data 
about  the  habitat  and  breeding 
habits  of  more  than  250  species  of 
birds,  and  also  original  findings 
about  the  winter  visitors  to  Ussu- 
ria  - both  regular  and  stray  migra- 
tory visitors.  The  authors  present 
unique  photographs  of  documen- 
tary value  showing  the  ornithologi- 
cal rarities  and  native  species  of 
this  region,  such  as  the  Hooded 
crane,  the  Japanese  crane,  the 
Oriental  white  stork,  Blakiston's 
fish  owl,  the  Chinese  parrotbill  and 
numerous  others.  These  photo- 
graphs show  clearly  the  special 
zoogeographical  status  of  this  Far 
Eastern  region  between  the  Amur 
and  the  Sea  of  Japan.  An  unusual 
Avifauna  of  an  unusual  region ! 

A.  Ziemsen  Verlag 
Wittenberg  Lutherstadt 
GDR-4600 

Stocked  by  Wheldon  & 
Wesley  Ltd. 

Lytton  Lodge,  Codicotc 
Hitchin,  Herts,  SG4  8TE 
England 
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CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOl  TA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 
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of  BIRMINGHAM 


LTD. 


Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME— VISA— NOW  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 
HARTMAN  WEZLAR  QUALITY  BINOCULARS 

Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 

11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 

Tel:  021-236  7211.  (di 35) 


APRIL  TOURS 

COSTA  RICA  ORNITHOLOGICAL  TOUR 
16  April  for  14  days  from  £1,250. 

Accompanied  by  local  ornithologist,  this  comprehensive  tour 
encompasses  a wide  range  of  terrain  and  bird  life. 

GALAPAGOS  & ECUADOR  — DARWIN  YACHT  CRUISE 
21  April  for  17  days  from  £1,875. 

Accompanied  by  local  naturalist,  this  cruise  visits  the  most  impor- 
tant islands  in  the  archipelago.  Time  spent  on  the  Ecuadorian 
mainland  includes  further  birdwatching. 


Twickers  World 


22CHURCI 1 STREET,  TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE.  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 
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UNIT  1.  RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


ADLERBUCK 


(D148) 


Now  available  in 
fine  leatherette 
and  the  new 
"soft  touch" 
rubber 

armoured  \ 


THE  BINOCULAR  PURCHASE  OF  A LIFETIME 
- FOR  A LIFETIME 

Finest  quality  optics,  lightweight,  compact  design. 

Fully  tested  and  inspected. 

SIX  MODELS:  8X32,  7X42,  8X42,  10x42, 

10X50  AND  7X50 


“Arguably,  the  finest  binoculars 
to  come  out  of  Japan”. 


FINEST  QUALITY  OPTICS 
FEATURING: 

■Maximum  brightness  with  Bak 
4 prisms 

■Special  glass  materials*  UV 
coatings. 

■Pin  sharp  image  over  whole 
field  of  view  even  at  the  edges 
■Extra-high  eye  point  — a 
'M  UST'  for  spectacle  wearers 
LIGHTWEIGHT  COMPACT 
DESIGN 

■All-metal  construction 
■Lightweight 


10x50  ZCF 
shown  here 
in  traditional 
fine  leatherette 
finish 


■Quality  finish 


FULLYTESTED  AND  INSPECTED 
"ADLERBLICK"  binoculars  are 
the  first  ones  that  have  passed 
the  exceptional  inspection 
standard  of  the  Japan  Telescope 
Inspection  Institute.  The  E.I.S  is 
a more  severe  test  of  quality  on 
every  point,  than  the  standard 
inspection.  The  higher  quality  is 
certified  by  affixing  a gold  label 
"INSPECTED"  instead  of  the 
normal  "PASSED”  label 


A pair  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  is  an  instrument 
made  for  full  use  and  an  active  life  used  with 
consideration  and  awareness  they  will  give  you 
a lifetime  of  enjoyment  With  the  purchase  of 
Adlerblick  binoculars  JJ  Vickers  offer  you  a 
LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  applicable  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  does  not  affect  your 
statutory  rights. 


For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist  please  contact  the  manufacturer’s 
U.K.  distributing  agent: 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD 


Mr 
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10x42  ZWCF  shown 
here  in  the  new 
soft  touch 
rubber 
armoured 
finish 


XII 


British  Birds 

VOLUME  80  NUMBER  3 MARCH  1987 


Yellow-browed 
Warblers  in 
Britain  and 
Ireland,  1968-85 

J.  K.  Baker  and  G.  P.  Catley 

The  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  is  one  of  the  most 
regular  and  numerous  Siberian  vagrants  to  visit  western  Europe,  where 
almost  all  records  are  for  the  period  September-December.  According  to 
Dementiev  & Gladkov  ( 1968),  it  is  among  the  commonest  birds  in  Siberia, 
and  its  breeding  range  extends  from  70°N.  west  to  the  northern  Urals,  south 
to  30° N and  east  to  Anadyr,  the  northwest  Himalayas  and  northern 
Mongolia  (Harrison  1982).  The  whole  population  winters  from  Afghanis- 
tan to  India,  Malaysia  and  southern  China  (though  see  Hjort  1971  for 
recent  winter  records  of  the  eastern  race  humei  in  Iran),  but  regular 
westward  vagrancy  in  autumn  is  a well-established  phenomenon  first 
recorded  by  Gatke  on  Heligoland,  now  Federal  Republic  of  Germain  , 
during  1846-86,  when  he  recorded  80  examples  (Gatke  1895).  The  species 
was  confirmed  as  an  almost  annual  passage  migrant  in  eastern  Britain  and 
on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  in  the  first  halfof  the  twentieth  century  (Williamson 
1967).  Sharrock  ( 1974)  noted  a total  of 275  records  in  the  ten  years  1958-67, 
spread  through  27  counties  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  majority  in  Shetland 
and  eastern  England  but  ‘with  more  recent  ones  in  southern  Ireland  and 
the  Isles  of  Scilly’;  numbers  per  annum  in  these  ten  years  varied  between 
three  and  31,  with  an  exceptional  influx  of  128  in  1967,  the  first  ‘big’ 
Yellow-browed  autumn  on  record. 

Since  then,  other  major  influxes  have  been  recorded,  principally  in  1975, 
1981,  1982,  1984  and  1985.  This  paper  brings  up  to  date  the  numbers  of 
Yellow-browed  Warblers  reported  since  1967  and  summarises  the  events  of 
the  peak  years,  with  particular  reference  to  1985. 
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Summary  of  autumn  1968  to  autumn  1983 

I n the  1 6 years  1 968-83,  there  was  a total  of  1 ,423  records  of  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  between  31  and  203  each  year  (fig.  1) 
and  an  annual  average  of  89.  When  split  into  the  two  eight-year  periods 
1968-75  and  1976-83,  however,  the  respective  annual  averages  become  77 
and  101. 


Fig.  1.  Annual  totals  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  (solid  line)  and 
Pallas’s  Warblers  P.proregulus  (broken  line)  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  1968-83 


The  distribution  of  records,  although  broadly  similar  to  that  shown  by 
Sharrock  (1974),  has  been  influenced  by  a number  of  factors,  apparently 
related  mainly  to  increased  and  more  thorough  coverage  of  some  areas  and 
to  a continuing  growth  in  the  number  of  observers.  Shetland  and  the  east 
coast  of  Britain  south  to  Norfolk  account  for  61%  of  all  the  records,  with  a 
further  24%  in  the  Isles  of  Scilly.  The  majority  of  records  in  the  far  north 
occurred  earlier  in  autumn  than  those  in  the  south  and  west,  but  the  timing 
and  distribution  of  each  year’s  arrivals  varied  markedly  (table  1)  and  all 
areas  received  late  and  early  records. 

The  timing  of  the  records  was  also  similar  to  that  shown  by  Sharrock 
(1974),  but  later  on  average  by  one  seven-day  period,  with  91%  of  first 
dates  between  17th  September  and  28th  October.  Much  of  this  difference 
must  be  accounted  for  by  the  large  increase  in  numbers  of  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  reported  in  recent  years  from  the  Isles  of  Scilly,  where  most  of  the 
records  are  in  October. 
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Table  1.  Major  falls  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  in  Britain,  1968-83 

See  text  for  detailed  treatment  of  years  1975,  1981,  1982,  1984  and  1985 


Date 

Major  falls 

Areas 

Notable  records 

1968 

2 1 Sep- 7 ( )ct 

Orkney-Shetland 

7 Fair  Isle  2-7  Oct,  5 Orkney  21  Sep- 
2 Oct 

12-21  Oct 

Norfolk 

1969 

5- 13  Oct 

Northumberland- Yorks 

1970 

25-27  Sep 

Shetland 

3 Fair  Isle  25  Sep,  5 Shetland  27  Sep 

8- 13  Oct 

Stilly 

5 Scilly 

1971 

26-27  Sep 

Shetland-Scotiand 

9 Fair  Isle  26  Sep 

1972 

27  Sep 

Shetland 

12  Fair  Isle 

1973 

1 6-26  Sep 

Shetland-Scotiand 

15  Fair  Isle  25  Sep,  5 Isle  of  May 

25  Sep,  7 Shetland 

Stilly 

24,  mostly  in  Oct 

1974 

7-19  Oct 

Norfolk  & St  illy 

6 Norfolk,  9 Scilly  10-17  ( )ct 

1976 

1 7-30  Sep 

Scotland- 

7 Scotland  20-29  Sep,  5 Northum- 

Northumberland 

berland 

1-21  Oct 

Stilly 

Most  of  autumn  total  of  19 

1977 

1 5-25  Sep 

Shetland-Norfolk 

5 Fair  Isle  23  Sep,  6 Scotland  19-22 
Sep,  5 Norfolk  20-22  Sep 

2-9  Oct 

Yorks-Norfolk 

14  Oct 

Stilly 

7 St  illy 

20-22  Oct 

Scilly 

7 Scilly 

1978 

29  Sep 

Scotland 

6 Scotland 

8-15  Oct 

Scotland- Yorks 

9 Scotland,  6 Northumberland  13- 

& Scilly 

15  Oct,  5 Yorks  7- 14  Oct,  7 Scilly  14 
Oct 

20-22  Oct 

Scilly 

7 Scilly 

1979 

30  Sep- 1 3 Oct 

Shetland-Norfolk 

8 Shetland,  7 Scotland,  5 Lines,  7 
Norfolk 

14- 15  Oct  & 
19-20  Oct 

Scilly 

Total  of  2 1 Scilly 

1980 

23  Oct 

Scilly 

7 of  autumn  total  of 32,  23  Oct 

4-7  Nov 

Yorks-Norfolk 
& Devon 

7 Yorks.  6 Norfolk,  4 Devon 

1983 

30  Sep- 1 Oct 

Kent 

3 Kent 

21-27  Oct 

Kent 

7 Kent 

Peak  years  for  Yellow-browed  Warblers 

1975 

The  ‘classic  Asiatic’  autumn  of  1975  produced  a then  record  number  of  203 
Yellow-browed  W arblers  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  was  associated  with 
record  totals  (at  that  time)  of  29  Pallas’s  Warblers  P.  proregulus , two  Dusky 
W arblers  P.  fuscatus  and  three  Radde’s  Warblers  P.  schwarzi , as  well  as  a 
host  of  other  Siberian  vagrants  (Baker  1977). 

Following  an  early  ‘fall’  in  Shetland  during  24th-30th  September,  a 
widespread  arrival  took  place  from  9th  to  15th  October,  with  simultaneous 
falls  from  Fair  Isle  to  the  Isles  of  Stilly.  There  were  three  on  Fair  Isle  on 
1 1 th  October,  as  well  as  reports  from  Orkney,  Caithness,  Fife  and  Berwick; 
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19  in  Northumberland  on  9th- 12th;  16  in  Yorkshire  on  9th- 13th;  17  in 
Norfolk  on  10th-  12th  (peak  of  15  at  Wells/Holkham  on  12th);  five  in  Kent 
on  10th- 12th;  16  (of  a year-total  of  50)  in  Scilly  on  15th;  and  six  on  Cape 
Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  during  1 1th- 17th.  There  were  1 12  records  during 
the  six  days  9th-  14th  October;  ten  of  the  29  Pallas’s  Warblers  also  occurred 
during  this  peak  period,  but  the  rest  were  later,  including  seven  in 
November. 

1981 

As  in  1975,  the  1981  influx  was  widespread,  with  181  records,  extending 
from  Shetland  to  Scilly  and  Ireland.  The  timing  and  pattern,  however,  were 
very  different,  with  a much  protracted  arrival  in  1981,  from  13th  September 
right  through  to  late  November.  At  least  four  separate  peaks  were  apparent 
over  this  time:  the  first  was  between  13th  and  30th  September,  with  15  in 
Shetland;  the  second,  between  2nd  and  6th  October,  involved  31  indi- 
viduals, again  with  a concentration  (ten)  in  Shetland;  the  third,  and 
highest,  was  from  17th  to  23rd  October,  with  16  in  Yorkshire,  14  in  Scilly, 
and  exceptional  records  in  Northamptonshire  on  18th  (two)  and  Glamor- 
gan on  17th;  the  final  peak  was  restricted  to  Scilly,  and  involved  about  ten 
individuals  during  26th-27th  October.  Geographical  distribution  was 
generally  more  northerly  than  in  1975,  with  57%  of  the  records  north  of  the 
Humber  and  below-average  numbers  in  Scilly.  The  fall  of  17th-23rd 
October  also  involved  17  of  the  (new)  record  33  Pallas’s  Warblers,  with 
eight  on  1 8th  alone,  six  on  23rd  and  a further  two  on  24th,  while  most  of  the 
remaining  Pallas’s  occurred  at  the  same  time  as  small  numbers  of  Yellow- 
broweds:  during  5th-8th  and  15th-  19th  November,  with  six  and  four 
Pallas’s  and  five  and  one  Yellow-broweds  respectively. 

On  mainland  Europe,  previous  reports  and  documentation  of  Yellow- 
browed  Warblers  had  been  sketchy.  The  year  1981,  however,  proved 
exceptional,  with  25  records  from  Sweden,  22  from  Finland,  14  from 
Denmark,  19  from  the  Netherlands,  three  from  Poland,  four  from  the 
Estonian  SSR,  three  on  Heligoland  and  five  in  Malta  (table  2). 

1982 

Asiatic  vagrants  were  unusually  numerous  throughout  Europe  in  1982. 
Both  Yellow-browed  and  Pallas’s  Warblers  were  prominent,  most  occur- 
ring during  3rd-14th  October,  with  a pronounced  peak  on  lOth-llth 
(Howey  & Bell  1985).  The  total  of  135  Yellow-browed  Warblers  in  Britain 
and  Ireland  was  the  third  highest  annual  total  up  to  1984.  The  distribution 
was  similar  to  that  of  Pallas’s  Warblers,  with  54%  north  of  the  Humber; 
peaks  during  this  fall  included  seven  in  Scotland  during  6th- 12th,  nine  in 
Northumberland  during  3rd- 12th,  nine  in  Durham  during  8th- 1 1th,  18  in 
Yorkshire  during  3rd- 12th,  and  six  in  Norfolk  during  6th-  12th.  A further 
arrival  brought  eight  records  in  Yorkshire  from  23rd  October  to  12th 
November,  and  five  in  Kent  and  three  in  Cornwall  during  23rd-27th 
October.  Interesting  records  were  also  received  from  Greater  Manchester 
on  9th- 1 0th  November,  and  from  Walney  Island,  Cumbria,  on  3th-9th 
Nov  ember  (the  latter  showing  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  humei). 
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Table  2.  Numbers  and  peak  years  of  occurrence  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phvtloscopus 
inornatus  in  Europe  outside  Britain  and  Ireland  up  to  1985,  with  additional  details  for 

1985 

No  information  was  received  for  DDR  or  (apart  from  Heligoland)  for  FRG 

Peak  Dates  of 

Country/area  Pre- 1985  total  years  No.  1985  records  Peak  periods  1985 


6 


Latvian  SSR 

57  (1967-84) 

1967 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Estonian  SSR 

15 

1981 

1985 

Poland 

30 

1962 

1967 

* 

1981 

Finland 

147 

1980 

1981 

1984 

1985 

Sweden 

128  (23  pre- 1975) 

1981 

1982 

1984 

1985 

Norway 

80+ 

1985 

Faroes 

? 

1985 

Denmark 

65 

1967 

1981 

1984 

1985 

Heligoland 

80(1846-86) 

1965 

27  (1945-84) 

1981 

1984 

1985 

Netherlands 

201 

1967 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Belgium 

22 

1984 

1985 

France 

43  (30,  1980-84) 

1967 

1982 

1984 

1985 

Switzerland 

2 (1961.  1979) 

1985 

Malta 

15 

1981 

1985 

12 

12  19  Sep-9  Nov  Son  10 Oct 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 


22 

28 


40 

25 

16 

18-19 

8 Sep-23  ( )ct 

See  fig.  4 

57 

9 Sep-31  Oct 

See  fig.  4 

50-55 

31  Aug- 19  Oct 

30.  17  Sep- 16  Oc 

6 

1 1 
14 
14 

21  Sep-5  Oct 

22’ 

4 

3 

4 

14  Sep- 1 1 Nov 

See  fig.  4 

12 

37 

19 

19 

15 

15 

11 

26  Sep- 1 7 Oct 

10.  26  Sep-6  Oct 

93 

10 

1 7 Sep-26  Oct 

See  fig.  4 

22+ 

3 

4 
17 

28  Sep- 14  Nov 

10.  12-15  Oct: 
5,  19-20  Oct 

21 

26  Sep- 1 Nov 

8.  23-25  Oct 

1 

5 

8 Oct 

3 

Oct 

The  total  of32  in  Scilly  during  the  autumn  was  considered  ‘below  average'. 

In  Scandinavia,  record  numbers  of  Pallas’s  W arblers  occurred  in  1982, 
but  the  impression  was  of  comparatively  few  ^ ellow-broweds.  1 he  only 
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country  with  less  than  average  numbers,  however,  was  Finland  (only  five, 
compared  with  22  in  1981).  Sweden  reported  16,  which  was  the  second 
highest  annual  total  ever,  while  1 5 in  the  Netherlands  was  about  average  for 
autumn  since  1980  (Dirk  Moerbeek  in  lilt.).  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  in 
both  Sweden  and  Finland  the  all-time  totals  of  Pallas’s  Warblers  exceeded 
those  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers. 

The  influx  of  1982  was  very  similar  to  that  of  1975,  both  showing  a 
substantial  widespread  arrival  during  5th-  15th  October,  with  more 
‘normal’  numbers  during  the  rest  of  the  autumn. 


1984 

Af  ter  the  very  poor  autumn  of  1983,  with  the  lowest  annual  total  since  1974, 
the  unprecedented  arrival  of  350  Yellow-browed  Warblers  in  1984  formed 
an  interesting  precursor  to  the  even  greater  number  in  1985.  The  pattern  of 
arrivals  was  quite  protracted  and  extensive  (fig.  2),  with  43%  of  all  records 
in  September  and  extreme  first  dates  of  15th  September  and  20th  Novem- 
ber. Peak  numbers  in  this  period  occurred  in  Shetland,  with  19  during 
21st-24th  September  and  16  during  2nd-6th  October.  Fair  Isle  reported  12 
on  22nd  September  and  ten  on  2nd  October;  Durham  nine  during  26th 
September-2nd  October;  Yorkshire  30  during  23rd-29th  September, 
including  a day  total  of  15  at  Flamborough  Head  on  26th;  and  Norfolk 
seven  during  1 6th-2 1st  September.  A second  peak  in  the  south  and  west 
produced  eight  in  Kent  during  lst-14th  October;  and  14  in  Scilly  on  13th 
October,  increasing  to  24  on  14th.  Two  far-flung  arrivals  on  20th-26th 
October  gave  rise  to  six  in  Shetland  and  ten  to  12  in  Scilly.  A further  and 
unusually  late  widespread  arrival  during  28th  October  to  9th  November 
affected  the  whole  of  the  British  east  coast  from  St  Abbs,  Borders,  to  Suffolk, 
and  the  south  and  west  coasts  to  southern  Ireland  (with  two  on  Cape  Clear 
Island  on  28th);  peaks  in  this  period  were  five  in  Northumberland  and  ten 
in  Scilly.  Four  very  late  arrivals  concerned  three  in  Northumberland  during 
1 7th-20th  November  and  one  in  Yorkshire  on  1 7th  November.  Perhaps  not 


t ig.  2.  Daily  pattern  of  records  of  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  in  Britain  and 

Ireland  in  1984 
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surprisingly,  in  view  ol  the  generally  early  arrival  dates  of  Yellow-browed 
\\  arblers  in  1984,  there  were  only  seven  Pallas’s  Warblers  in  the  autumn, 
the  lowest  total  since  1978. 

1 he  1984  pattern  was  very  similar  to  that  of  1981,  with  a marked  early 
arrival  in  the  north  and  east  followed  by  higher  than  average  numbers 
throughout  the  autumn. 

1 he  1984  influx  was  recorded  throughout  western  Europe,  with  individ- 
uals as  far  south  as  Malta  (October)  and  Portugal  (second-ever  record,  on 
26th  October).  1 here  were  18-19  Yellow-broweds  in  Sweden,  28  in  Finland 
and  14  in  Denmark,  while  12  in  the  Latvian  SSR  was  a record  number.  At 
least  1 1 were  recorded  in  the  Netherlands,  1 7 in  France  (where  the  previous 
all-time  total  was  only  26),  and  ten  in  Belgium.  Four  occurred  on 
Heligoland,  where  the  average  for  the  previous  27  years  was  less  than  one 
per  annum. 

1985 

Between  22nd  September  and  81st  October,  some  615  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  were  reported  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  largest-ever  annual 
total.  T his  figure  represents  36%  of  the  total  numbers  reported  since  1968 
( 1 ,773).  Fig.  3 shows  the  breakdown  of  records  for  1985  on  a county  basis, 
and  indicates  clearly  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  invasion.  Despite  the 
likely  risk  of  duplication  in  areas  of  high  observer-concentrations,  it  would 
not  be  unrealistic  to  think  in  terms  of  800- 1 ,000  Yellow-broweds  being 
present  in  this  autumn. 

There  were  four  main  arrival  peaks  (fig.  4):  the  first  during  22nd-29th 
September;  a second,  but  smaller,  one  from  7th  to  10th  October;  followed 
two  days  later  by  the  major  invasion,  which  lasted  until  20th  October;  and 
finally  another,  smaller,  arrival  from  26th  to  27th  October.  The  first  influx, 
involving  25  individuals,  on  22nd  September  was  remarkable  on  two 
counts:  first,  it  came  without  warning,  and  was  preceded  by  only  one 
individual  report  of  the  species;  secondly,  the  catchment  area  for  the  main 
arrival  was  confined  to  the  British  east  coast,  from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to 
Suffolk  (fig.  5).  This  pattern  does  not  conform  to  the  normal  one  for  early 
arrivals,  which  generally  shows  a much  more  northerly  distribution  (Rab</>1 
1969;  Sharrock  1974).  By  far  the  largest  arrival  in  this  early  period, 
however,  did  occur  in  the  northern  isles  of  Scotland  and  on  north-facing 
coastlines  just  a few  days  later.  The  second  influx,  in  early  October,  was 
more  evenly  distributed,  with  no  main  concentrations  at  any  one  place;  its 
reach  covered  most  eastern  or  southeastern  coastlines  from  northeast 
Scotland  to  the  English  south  coast.  The  main  ‘fall’  in  the  autumn  period 
came  in  the  second  week  of  October,  and  was  virtually  confined  to  southern 
parts  of  England  and  Ireland.  It  was.  without  doubt,  the  largest-ever  of  its 
type  in  these  regions;  Cape  Clear  Island,  for  instance,  recorded  over  50  new 
individuals  between  12th  and  28th  October,  w ith  marginally  more  in  Scilly 
during  the  same  period.  There  is  no  question  that  the  momentum  of  this 
peak,  which  lasted  for  nine  days  before  dropping  off  quickly,  involved  newly 
arrived  warblers.  A final  flurry  of  new  arrivals  occurred,  once  more  in  the 
more  southerly  areas,  towards  the  end  of  October. 
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Shetland  48 


Fig.  3.  Total  numbers  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  1985  according  to  county.  For  daily  totals  within  larger  regions  (broken  lines),  see  fig.  5 


The  small  numbers  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  reported  in  Fenno- 
Scandian  countries  in  mid  September  (fig.  4)  could,  perhaps,  have  been  a 
pointer  to  what  was  to  be  the  largest-ever  influx  of  this  species  into  Britain 
and  Ireland.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  deduce  tin'  exact  sequence  of  events 
which  led  to  the  huge  build-up  of  warblers  in  western  Europe,  or  indeed  the 
timing  involved,  since  it  is  not  known  how  long  these  birds  take  to  reach 
these  distant  points  from  their  breeding  areas.  A theoretical  period  based 
on  work  carried  out  by  Howey  & Bell  ( 1985)  in  respect  of  Pallas’s  Warblers 
would,  however,  suggest  that  the  initial  movement  away  from  the  home 
range  occurred  five  to  seven  days  earlier  than  the  first  recorded  arrivals  in 
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Finland 

1 Ringed  Birds  only] 


10 1 


SEPT.  OCT. 

Fig.  4.  Daily  totals  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  momatus  in  selected  European 
countries,  including  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  1985 

northern  Europe. 

The  European  data  (fig-  4),  though  comparatively  modest  in  terms  ot 
numbers  arriving  at  any  given  time,  do  show — when  viewed  over  the  whole 
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Fig.  5.  Daily  totals  of  new  arrivals  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  in  different 
regions  of  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1985.  See  fig.  3 for  delimitations  of  regional  boundaries 
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period — unusually  large  numbers.  Table  2 compares  the  1985  records  with 
those  for  earlier  years.  The  55  Yellow-browed  Warblers  seen  in  Norway,  for 
example,  represents  68%  of  the  total  ever  recorded  there,  while  France’s 
total  (2 1 ) represents  48%,  and  Sweden’s  (57)  44%.  The  numbers  reported 
by  other  countries  listed  in  table  2 also  (with  the  exception  of  the  Latvian 
SSR,  Malta  and  Poland)  reflect  appreciable  increases  compared  with 
former  years. 

Winter  and  spring  records 

Up  to  1967,  there  were  no  reliable  records  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  in 
Britain  or  Ireland  outside  the  period  September- December  (Sharrock 
1974).  A report  relating  to  ‘late  August’  (BOU  1971)  appears  to  be 
unconfirmed.  There  have  since  been  five  records  of  presumed  wintering 
individuals:  in  Norfolk  in  1967/68  (3rd  December-7th  January);  in  Sussex 
in  1975  ( 10th  January-26th  April);  in  Hampshire  in  1978/79  ( 1st  December 
-1st  January);  in  Devon  in  1982/83  (23rd  December-4th  January);  and  in 
Lancashire  in  1984/85  (15th  December-5th  January).  A record  in  Sussex, 
from  28th  March  to  20th  April  1975,  probably  also  refers  to  a recently 
discovered  wintering  individual.  The  only  spring  records  are  in  Sussex  on 
12th  April  1971  and  in  Scilly  on  3rd- 19th  May  1975,  there  being  similar 
records  on  Heligoland  on  25th  April  1869  and  on  25th  May  1876  and  in 
Sweden  on  17th  May  1982. 

That  three  winter  records  should  follow  autumns  with  low  numbers  of 
Yellow-browed  Warblers  (only  51  in  1974)  seems  rather  strange,  but  there 
were  three  other  winter  records  in  1974/75:  in  Sweden  from  2nd  February 
to  13th  March;  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  in  February  1975 
(considered  to  have  been  present  since  October  1974);  and  in  the 
Netherlands  from  January  to  3rd  April  1975  (van  der  Have  1985). 

52.  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  showing  characters  of  race  humei, 

Netherlands,  February  1983  (Rene  van  Rossum) 
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Subspecies  involved 

The  three  wintering  individuals  in  Continental  Europe  (see  above)  were  all 
confirmed  as  belonging  to  the  eastern  race  humei , and  van  der  Have  ( 1985) 
considered  that  the  two  Sussex  winter  records,  ‘lacking  statements  on  call 
and  bare  part  colour’,  could  not  be  confirmed  as  P.  i.  inornatus  (see  Quinn  & 
Clement  1979;  Chapman  1987).  A number  of  autumn  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  in  Britain  have  appeared  to  resemble  the  race  humei.  Although  not 
accepted  as  such  by  the  BOU  Records  Committee  (Sharrock  1981),  those 
in  table  3 have  been  claimed. 

Table  3.  Claimed  records  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inornatus  of  the  race 

humei  in  Britain  and  Ireland 


County 

Dates 

References 

Associated  species 

Sussex 

14- 17  Nov  1966 

Scott  (1979), 
Sharrock  (1981) 

Pallas’s  Warbler  (3), 
Radde’s  Warbler  (2) 

Northumberland 

7 Nov  1970 

Meek  (1978), 
Sharrock  (1981) 

Dusky  Warbler 

Norfolk 

Oct  1974 

Sharrock  (1981) 

Pallas’s  Warbler  (13), 

Dusky  Warbler  (2),  Radde’s 
Warbler 

Northumberland 

11-12  Oct  1980 

1 

1 Pallas’s  Warbler  (20), 

Kent 

11  Oct  1980 

- J 

f Dusky  Warbler  (2) 

Cumbria 

8-9  Nov  1982 

Pallas’s  Warbler  (132), 
Radde’s  Warbler  (11), 
Dusky  Warbler  (7) 

Cornwall 

29-30  Sep  1984 

) Pallas’s  Warbler  (7), 
r Radde’s  Warbler  (2), 

Shetland 

30  Oct  1984 

J 

Dusky  Warbler  (4) 

Humberside 

26-27  Oct  1985 

— 

Pallas’s  Warbler  (18), 

Radde’s  Warbler  (4), 
Dusky  Warbler  (3) 


Van  der  Have  (1985),  discussing  Yellow-browed  W arblers  resembling 
the  race  humei  in  the  Netherlands,  suggested  that  their  arrival  in  Europe, 
being  in  the  second  half  of  October  to  early  November,  was  later  than  the 
peak  period  for  Yellow-browed  Warblers  and  closer  to  the  peak  for  Pallas’s 
Warblers;  he  further  suggested  that  the  race  humei  occurred  in  ‘good’ 
Pallas’s  years,  but  not  in  peak  Yellow-browed  years.  Certainly,  the 
majority  of  the  British  claims  fit  the  pattern  of  late  occurrence,  and  their 
association  with  arrivals  of  Pallas’s  Warblers  was  noted  by  the  BOU 
Records  Committee  (Sharrock  1981).  There  are,  however,  claimed  records 
of  the  race  humei  in  Britain  in  good  Yellow-browed  years,  notably  1982, 
1984  and  1985,  but  these  individuals  still  arrived  with  Pallas’s  W arblers  in 
those  years. 

Discussion 

Westward  vagrancy  of  Asiatic  birds,  in  many  cases  involving  movements  of 
up  to  9,600km,  has  been  the  subject  of  intrigue  and  speculation  for  some 
years  (e.g.  Williamson  1959;  Rooke  1966;  Rab</>1  1969;  Baker  1977;  Elkins 
1983;  Howey  & Bell  1985).  In  recent  years  there  appears  to  have  been  an 
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unprecedented  increase  in  the  numbers  of,  particularly,  Pallas’s  and 
\ ellow-browed  Warblers.  Why  such  large-scale  influxes  of  these  species 
should  reach  the  westernmost  extremities  ol  northern  Europe  can  be 
explained,  in  part,  by  weather  patterns  prevalent  at  the  time  affecting  the 
northwestern  approaches.  Such  patterns  do  not,  however,  go  towards 
explaining  the  cause  or  purpose  (if  there  is  any)  of  what  must  be  a mass 
exodus  of  birds  away  from  the  breeding  areas  in  western  and  central  Asia. 
Such  movements  have  been  shown  to  be  associated  with  developing 
anticyclonic  conditions  over  or  near  these  breeding  areas  (Baker  1977; 
Elkins  1983;  Howey  & Bell  1985).  A developi  ng  anticyclone  was  present 
over  the  Ukraine  in  mid  August  1985  which  strengthened  and  moved 
eastwards  over  the  Siberian  Plain;  it  was  joined  by  a second  towards  the  end 
of  August,  and  this  established  itself  over  Lake  Baikal.  This  system  pro- 
duced an  easterly  airflow  on  its  southern  flank  and  was  thus  ideal  for 
drifting  birds  in  a westerly  direction.  The  course  taken  by  these  birds  is 
directly  away  from  the  wintering  areas.  This  unusual  ‘miscalculation’  was 
first  referred  to  by  Rooke  (1966)  as  ‘reverse  migration’  in  his  work  on 
Pallas  s Warblers,  and  was  later  taken  up  by  Rab<j>l  (1969),  who  qualified 
and  enlarged  on  the  concept  (1976)  by  calling  it  ‘reverse  great  circle 
navigation’.  Rabtfd  has  since  dismissed  this  concept  as  being  over- 
complicated (Rab<J)l  1986),  although,  interestingly,  his  re-assessment  of  the 
question  still  clearly  favours  a deliberate  orientation  on  a south-of-west 
track  (albeit  in  the  wrong  direction)  based  on  the  course  that  many  Siberian 
vagrants  take  from  the  Baltic  region,  whence  most  of  the  early  reports 
emanate  once  birds  have  entered  western  European  areas.  Yet,  to  suggest, 
as  Rab<j>l  (1986)  does,  that  the  initial  direction  away  from  the  breeding 
grounds  is  northwesterly,  and  therefore  the  start  of  reverse  orientation,  and 
that  it  later  changes  to  a ‘complimentary’  orientation  in  which  the  northerly 
component  of  the  reverse  orientation  changes  to  a southerly  one  of  the 
normal  migratory  track,  but  that  the  westerly  component  remains 
unchanged,  seems  to  us  equally  complicated. 

Trapping  has  shown  that  the  vast  majority  of  these  vagrants  are 
juveniles,  and  there  is  strong  evidence  to  suggest  that  they  are,  at  least  in  the 
initial  stages,  on  post-juvenile  dispersal  and.  for  obvious  reasons,  favour  the 
direction  in  which  the  wind  is  travelling  and  ‘drift’  on  it  and  with  it  (Baker 
1977;  Elkins  1983;  Howey  & Bell  1985;  W heeler  1985).  The  degree  of  drift 
and  extension  into  western  Europe  depends  largely  on  (a)  the  size  and 
persistence  of  anticyclones  over  or  near  the  breeding  areas  and  the  strength 
of  their  associated  airstream,  and  (b)  cyclonic  activity  across  the  northern 
maritime  zones  of  Europe. 

Certainly,  westward  drift  in  1985  was,  as  already  described,  a result  of  a 
large  anticyclone  centred  over  central  Russia.  Further  westward  displace- 
ment was  prolonged  owing  to  a strengthening  anticyclone  to  the  west  of  the 
Urals  in  early  September.  The  first  Yellow-browed  W arblers  to  arrive  in 
northern  Europe  were  in  the  Baltic  region,  and  these  appear  to  have  come 
over  the  north  side  of  a depression  which  had  tracked  in  over  southern 
Scandinavia  (fig.  6).  The  continued  westward  displacement,  reflected  so 
dramatically  in  the  concentrated  fall  on  22nd  September,  was  the  result  ofa 
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depression  centred  over  Scandinavia  which  was  well  placed  to  bring  birds 
down  into  the  more  traditional  catchment  areas  of  Shetland,  Orkney  and 


Fig.  6.  Synoptic  chart  for  8th  September  1985.  The  low  over  southern  Scandinavia  carried 
Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  over  its  north  side  and  hence  into  the  Baltic 

regions 


Phylloscopus  inomatus  arrived  on  the  cast  coast  of  Britain  as  an  occluded  front  moved  from  south 

to  north  over  the  country 
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north-facing  coasts  of  Scotland.  By  22nd  September  (fig.  7),  however,  an 
anticyclone  became  established  southeast  of  Iceland,  producing  north- 
easterly winds  in  the  North  Sea.  A depression  west  of  Ireland,  with  its 
associated  front,  edged  east  and  occluded;  this  front  then  moved  north 
across  England,  bringing  with  it  mist  and  cloudy  conditions  which  had  the 
effect  o(  grounding  many  Scandinavian  migrants  and  Yellow-browed 
Warblers.  This  slow-moving  front  took  two  days  to  reach  more  northern 
parts  of  Scotland,  when  further  falls  of  migrants  took  place;  by  26th,  an 
occluded  front  moved  south  over  northernmost  parts  of  Britain,  bringing 
another  influx  of  migrants  to  eastern  and  western  coastlines.  The  succes- 
sion of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  seen  after  the  initial  ‘onslaught’  (fig.  5)  is 
not  attributed  to  any  kind  of  weather  pattern,  and  we  suggest  that  numbers 
were  by  then  so  concentrated  into  western  Continental  Europe  that  further 
westward  displacement  became  unavoidable. 


Fig.  8.  Synoptic  chart  for  12th  October  1985,  just  prior  to  main  arrival  of  Yellow-browed' 
Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus.  The  high  over  Britain  and  Ireland  remained  stationary  for 
many  days,  producing  a continual  influx  of  birds  from  the  Continent 


The  weather  chart  immediately  prior  to  the  big  influx  of  mid  October 
1985  shows  a vigorous  low  moving  across  southern  Norway  over  high 
pressure  centred  over  Britain  and  Ireland.  Since  pressure  was  high  over  the 
Urals  also,  we  surmise  that  many  birds  entered  western  Europe  on  a more 
southerly  flank  than  the  route  taken  by  the  earlier  September  arrivals.  By 
12th  October  (fig.  8),  the  Scandinavian  low  and  its  associated  frontal 
system  had  occluded.  The  front,  though  weak  on  its  western  edge,  pushed 
down  into  central  Europe  and  across  Britain  and  Ireland;  with  light 
easterly  winds  immediately  in  front  of  its  track  and  resulting  cloudy,  often 
foggy,  conditions,  birds  were  forced  to  ground.  The  build-up  throughout 
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the  period  was  phenomenal,  and  was  duetto  the  anticyclone  which 
remained  stationary  over  the  British  Isles  for  several  days.  Although  fog 
and  mist  were  present  for  some  of  the  time  during  these  conditions,  there 
was  relatively  little  interference  in  the  form  of  adverse  weather  to  ground 
these  birds.  It  is  assumed  that  this  anticyclonic  activity  urged  Yellow- 
browed  Warblers  to  venture  ever  westwards,  though  on  ‘big’  days,  such  as 
18th  October,  the  synoptic  charts  show  the  passage  of  weak  fronts  moving 
down  across  Britain. 
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Summary 

Numbers  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  in  Britain  and  Ireland  since  1967 
are  summarised,  with  particular  reference  to  the  record  year  of  1985;  totals  of  1,423  were 
recorded  during  1968-83,  350  in  1984  and  at  least  615  in  1985.  The  pattern  and  timing  of 
arrivals  in  the  peak  years  of  1975,  1981,  1982,  1984  and  1985  are  examined  in  detail,  and 
relevant  comparisons  are  made  with  records  from  the  rest  of  Europe.  Reports  of  wintering  in 
western  Europe  are  mentioned,  and  brief  comments  are  made  on  the  possibility  of  the  eastern 
race  P.  i.  humei  being  involved.  In  1985,  there  were  four  main  arrivals  between  22nd  September 
and  3 1st  October,  the  major  influx  being  during  12th-20th  October  in  southern  parts  of  Britain 
and  I reland.  From  study  of  synoptic  charts,  it  is  suggested  that  Yellow-browed  Warblers  were 
initially  drifted  on  an  easterly  airflow  on  the  southern  edge  of  a large  anticyclone  over  central 
Russia,  assisted  by  a strengthening  anticyclone  west  of  the  Urals,  early  arrivals  reaching 
northwest  Europe  over  the  north  side  of  a depression;  and  that  the  major  fall  resulted  from  an 
anticyclone  over  Britain  and  Ireland  causing  large  numbers  already  present  in  western  Europe 
to  move  even  farther  westwards. 
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Mystery  photographs 


1 O O The  relative  proportions  of  head  and  body,  the  fine  insect-eater’s 
A^v/bill,  and  (he  generally  delicate  configuration  of  last  month’s 
mystery  bird  (plate  28,  repeated  here)  readily  indicate  a Phylloscopus 
warbler.  In  this  predominantly  Asiatic  genus,  identification  is  frequently 
facilitated  by  conspicuous  plumage  marks,  such  as  wing-bars,  head-stripes 
and  rump  patches.  The  condition  of  the  wing  feathers  show  this  individual 
to  be  a truly  non-wing-barred  Phylloscopus  (had  these  feathers  been  badly- 
abraded,  the  possibility  of  several  other  species  would  have  arisen).  When 


1 Bnl.  Birds  80:  109-111,  March  1987] 


confronted,  as  in  this  instance,  by  one  of  the  plainer  members  of  the  genus 
(which,  in  the  West  Palearctic  region,  number  eight  if  the  brighter-rumped 
Bonelli’s  P.  bonelli  is  included),  it  is  important  to  supplement  the  relatively 
subtle  plumage  features  with  an  examination  of  structural  characters. 

The  neat  and  delicate  face-pattern,  comprising  a subdued  supercilium  of 
moderate  length,  and  a narrow  eye-stripe  extending  across  the  lores,  is  not 
compatible  with  the  bland,  more  open  expression  of  Bonelli’s,  nor  the 
stronger,  more  contrasted  patterns  of  Radde’s  Warbler  P.  schwarzi  and 
Dusky  Warbler  P.  Juscatus.  The  generally  uniform  underparts  (lacking 
contrast  between  throat  and  clear  white  lower  breast  and  belly)  do  not 
match  Wood  Warbler  P.  sibilalrix\  that  species  also  has  an  exceptionally 
long  wing-to-tail  ratio,  a primary  extension  which  equals  or  exceeds  the 
length  of  the  exposed  tertials,  and  a wing-tip  which  reaches  at  least  halfway 
down  the  tail,  features  not  evident  in  the  mystery  photograph. 

Elimination  of  Mountain  ChifTchafT  P.  sindianus  and  Plain  Willow 
Warbler  P.  neglectus  is  achieved  less  convincingly  from  a black-and-white 
print,  but  the  former  has  sombrely  uniform  upperparts  lacking  brighter 
fringes  to  the  remiges  (though  it  has  a rather  stronger  face-pattern  than 
ChifTchafT T.  collybita ),  while  the  latter  is  a diminutive  species  with  much  the 
proportions  of  Pallas’s  Warbler  P.  proregulus.  Realistically,  the  appearance 
of  the  mystery  warbler  is  compatible  only  with  Willow  W;arbler  P.  trochilus 
and  ChifTchafT. 

I he  latter  would  normally  show  a darker  and  more  contrasting  alula 
than  evident  here;  and  do  the  legs,  and  especially  the  feet,  look  a little  pale 
for  ChifTchafT?  These  features  are  arguably  a little  subjective,  and  confident 
identification  requires  another  look  at  wing-structure.  The  ChifTchafT  has 
relatively  short  and  rounded  wings,  the  length  of  the  exposed  primaries  on 
the  folded  wing  being  one-third  to  one-half  that  of  the  tertials.  In  the 
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mystery  photograph,  the  visible  primaries  are  three-quarters  the  length  of 
the  tertials,  equating  with  the  longer,  more-pointed  wing-structure  of 
Willow  Warbler;  less  easy  to  see,  there  are  only  three  emarginated 
pi  imaries,  not  lour  as  on  Chiflchaff.  1 his  instructively  sharp  photograph  of 
a Willow  Warbler  was  taken  by  hd  Mackrill  in  Lincolnshire  in  |une 
1982.  A.  R.  Dean 

2 Charingworth  Road , Solihull,  West  Midlands  B928HT 


54.  Mystery  photograph  124.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


£§>rt)entp-ftof  pears  ago... 


‘THE  1912  “WRECK”  OF  THE  LITTLE  AUK.  LJndoubtedi.y  great  numbers  of  Little 
Auks  ( Mergulus  alle)  came  to  grief  on  our  shores  and  were  driven  far  inland  during  the  severe 
weather  at  the  end  of  January  and  beginning  of  February,  1912.  Judging  by  the  information 
which  has  so  far  come  to  hand,  it  would  appear  that  the  bird  has  suffered  no  disaster 
comparable  to  this  since  January  and  February,  1895.’  (Brit.  Birds  5:  282,  March  1912) 


Notes 


Manx  Shearwaters  resembling  Little  Shearwaters  On 

15th  September  1985,  from  Strumble  Head,  Dyfed,  a 
prolonged  multi-observer  seawatch  produced  a passaged 
several  thousand  Manx  Shearwaters  Puffinus  puffinus. 

Early  in  the  day,  flying  over  a rough  sea  into  a force  7 
wind,  the  shearwaters  progressed  confidently,  with  much 
gliding  and  banking  from  side  to  side,  and  relatively  few 
wingbeats.  Later,  when  the  wind  had  moderated  to  force  4 
and  the  sea  was  less  rough,  many,  particularly  those 
closest  to  the  coast  and  thus  most  sheltered,  adopted  a 
different  mode  of  flight:  they  would  glide  with  wings  held  stiffly  just  below 
the  horizontal,  and  intersperse  these  glides  with  bursts  of  quick  wingbeats. 
This  latter  flight,  which  is  normal  in  such  conditions,  combined  with  a 
rather  pale-faced  appearance  caused  by  the  newly  emerged  strong  sunlight 
from  behind  the  observers,  may  have  provided  a trap  for  the  unwary:  the 
Manx  Shearwaters  now  showed,  albeit  not  exactly,  two  of  the  best  field 
characters  of  Little  Shearwater  P.  assimilis.  At  about  12.30  GMT,  a solitary 
shearwater  passed  at  close  range  and  exhibited  a genuinely  white-faced 
appearance:  the  dark  eye  was  isolated  in  the  white  face,  an  apparently 
diagnostic  field  character  of  Little  Shearwater,  but,  unlike  on  that  species, 
the  dark  cap  was  not  clean-cut  and  straight-edged.  Additionally,  the  bird 
was  estimated  to  be  the  same  size  as  a Manx  Shearwater  and  to  have  a 
similar-sized  bill;  although  its  wings  were  thought  to  be  a little  short,  this 
was  not  considered  to  be  the  result  of  a shorter  outer  wing  (as  in  Little 
Shearwater),  and  the  wingtips  were  obviously  pointed  (not  rather 
rounded).  1 1 was  not  especially  black  above,  the  sunlight  giving  a brownish 
cast  to  all  the  upperparts  except  the  primaries;  the  underwing  pattern  was 
correct  for  Manx  Shearwater  and  incorrect  for  Little  Shearwater.  Once  the 
bird  was  irretrievably  lost  from  view,  doubt  began  to  creep  in  regarding  the 
accuracy  of  observation  of  the  head  pattern,  and  even  closer  attention  was 
paid  to  the  passing  Manx  Shearwaters.  At  about  12.40  hours,  a group  of 
three  shearwaters  passed  at  close  range;  one  of  these  had  a face  pattern 
identical  to  that  of  the  earlier  individual,  but  in  all  other  important  features 
studied  (size,  bill  size,  wing  length,  wingtip  shape,  colour  of  upperparts, 
and  underwing  pattern)  it  was  identical  to  the  two  accompanying  Manx. 
Although  many  of  the  shearwaters  were  too  distant  for  critical  observation, 
of  the  few  thousand  that  passed  at  close  range  during  the  watch  only  these 
two  possessed  such  a distinctive  facial  appearance,  although  several 
showed  signs  of  upperwing-coverts  moult. 

It  is  clear  that,  during  the  period  of  body  moult,  a white  face  and  a 
fluttering  flight  are  insufficient  for  the  positive  identification  of  a Little 
Shearwater,  unless  these  features  are  either  very  precisely  seen  and 
described  or  accompanied  by  supporting  characters. 

Peter  Lansdown  and  Graham  Rees 

197  Springwood,  Llanedeym , Cardiff  CF26UG 
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Nest-help  and  possible  polygyny  by  Peregrines  During  spring  1983, 
polygyny  was  suspected  at  the  eyrie  of  a Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  in  the 
Lake  District,  Cumbria.  An  adult  male  and  two  adult  females  were  present; 
there  was  no  noticeable  size  difference  between  the  females,  but  it  was 
strongly  suspected  that  one  was  significantly  dominant  over  the  other. 
1 hree  Peregrines  were  seen  together  on  only  six  occasions  (once  after 
hatching),  but  prolonged  sightings  of  a pair  off  the  ledge  on  nine  occasions 
and  the  successful  hatch  despite  this  suggest  that  the  third  was  incubating. 
It  is  not  known  how  many  eggs  were  laid,  but  the  young  that  hatched  died 
later,  in  severe  weather.  All  three  Peregrines  incubated  (the  second  female 
doing  so  on  at  least  five  days),  and  nest  relief  included  female  replacing 
female;  the  male  would  sit  at  any  time  of  the  day,  without  apparently 
favouring  any  particular  period.  The  second  female  (‘non-dominant’) 
never  roosted  on  the  nesting  crag  and  possibly  had  no  regular  roost;  she  was 
seen  to  fly  more  than  1 km  at  dusk,  in  opposite  directions  on  successive 
nights.  After  the  hatch,  both  females  were  seen  to  take  food  to  the  ledge 
before  04.40  GMT  on  the  same  day;  one  female  then  took  food  to  a cache, 
before  returning  for  the  male  to  leave  the  nest  and  feed  prior  to  passing  food 
bill  to  bill  on  a ledge  above  it.  No  antagonism  towards  the  second  female 
was  seen,  although  her  arrival  was  always  signalled  by  much  calling, 
‘wailing’  and  occasionally  ‘creaking’,  from  both  male  and  females.  When 
she  departed,  she  was  always  accompanied,  and  departure  flights  included 
flight  rolls  and  attempted  talon-grappling  with  some  chasing  and  stooping 
at  each  other,  the  second  female  being  mostly  the  aggressor.  After  a 
female-female  change-over,  the  relieved  Peregrine  flew  up  to  join  the  male 
circling  above;  both  then  flew  with  weak,  fluttering  wingbeats  and  gave  the 
wailing  call,  before  attempting  flight  rolls  and  leaving  the  area. 

The  reasons  for  the  second  female’s  presence,  whether  polygynous  or  as  a 
nest-helper,  are  not  obvious.  There  was  no  superabundance  of  food,  and 
there  were  at  least  two  unmated  males  in  the  area,  probably  both 
immatures;  some  suitable  crags  were  available,  although  breeding  density 
was  quite  high  at  eight  pairs  in  the  immediate  100  km2  of  suitable  habitat 
(mean  nearest-neighbour  distance  3.18  km,  range  1.9-4. 7 km). 

D.  G.  Walker 

203  Broadway,  North  Shields,  Tyne  & Wear  SE30 3DQ 

Dr  D.  A.  RatclifFe  has  commented  that  he  knows  of  only  circumstantial  evidence  for 
polygyny  by  Peregrines  in  Britain,  and  that  ‘The  nearest  observation  that  I have  seen  was  by 
YV.  S polio rd  (in  Hickey,  1969,  Peregrine  Falcon  Populations)  of  two  females  with  one  male  at  the 
same  tree-hole  eyrie:  as  one  female  came  ofl'the  eggs  the  other  went  onto  them."  F.ds 


Reaction  of  Oystercatchers  to  presence  of  Short-toed  Eagle  On  9th 

August  1981,  at  De  Maasvlakte,  Netherlands,  a large  flock  of  Oyster- 
catchers  Haematopus  ostra/egus  was  resting  on  the  beach  at  high  tide,  typically 
with  equal  distances  between  individuals,  flanks  parallel  to  their  neigh- 
bours’, and  heads  facing  the  weak  wind.  When  a vagrant  immature  Short- 
toed Eagle  Circaetus  gallicus  (see  Dutch  Birding  3:  73-76)  landed  amid  the 
waders,  they  ran  away  to  create  an  open  area.  Soon  after,  however,  they 
deliberately  walked  back  towards  the  eagle,  encircling  it  more  and  more 
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closely;  while  doing  so,  they  paused  briefly  and  turned  to  stand  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind  again.  Finally,  the  eagle  appeared  ‘annoyed'  by  this 
behaviour  and  took  oil.  1 1 seemed  as  if  the  Oystercatchers,  in  a co-ordinated 
action,  purposely  chased  away  the  eagle.  I presume,  however,  that,  perhaps 
owing  to  the  raptor’s  standing  position,  the  waders  simply  lost 
their  fear  and  were  walking  in  order  to  regain  the  preferred  equal  distances 
among  themselves. 

I have  found  only  one  reference  to  similar  behaviour:  on  19th  September 
1960,  on  Texel,  Netherlands,  Oystercatchers  marched  towards  a Peregrine 
Falco  peregrinus  that  had  landed  among  them  ( Limosa  36:  194-195). 

Arnoud  B.  van  den  Berg 
Duinlustparkweg  98,  2082  EG  Santpoort-Zuid,  Netherlands 


Black-headed  Gulls  and  Avocet  feeding  with  Spotted  Redshank 
flocks  During  August  1983,  at  Minsmere,  Suffolk,  I observed  a number  of 
feeding  flocks  of  up  to  34  Spotted  Redshanks  Tringa  erythropus.  Their  feeding 
behaviour  followed  closely  that  described  by  J.  H.  Taverner  [Brit.  Birds  75: 
333-334).  On  28th  August,  I saw  a juvenile  Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta  in 
the  centre  of  one  of  these  tight  feeding  flocks;  it  appeared  to  be  finding  the 
same  method  of  feeding  as  productive  as  did  the  Spotted  Redshanks,  and 
remained  with  the  flock  for  at  least  20  minutes.  On  29th  August,  three 
immature  Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus  were  accompanying  a pack 
of  27  feeding  Spotted  Redshanks;  the  gulls  were  picking  food  from  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  the  edge  of  the  group,  presumably  taking  advantage 
of  items  disturbed  by  the  waders’  movements.  A.  D.  Malone 

Innisfree,  Shootersway  Lane,  Berkhamsted,  Hertfordshire 


Piracy  by  Great  Black-backed  Gull  on  Great  Crested  Grebe  On  29th 
January  1984,  at  Shotwick  Reservoir,  Cheshire,  I watched  a Great  Crested 
Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus  surface  70-100  m away  with  a particularly  large  fish 
which  I estimated  to  be  about  120  mm  long  by  60  mm  deep.  For  a few 
minutes,  the  grebe  made  several  attempts — ranging  from  throwing  its  head 
forward  parallel  to  the  water  surface  to  vigorously  jerking  it  up  and  down 
vertically — to  position  and  swallow  the  fish,  but  all  of  these  were  unsuc- 
cessful. This  activity  attracted  the  attention  of  roosting — but  alert — gulls 
Larus , several  of  which  rose  from  the  water  to  investigate  (noticeably,  all 
were  larger  gulls;  Common  L.  cams  and  Black-headed  L.  ridibundus  did  not 
leave  the  roost).  One  adult  Great  Black-backed  Gull  L.  marinus  proceeded 
to  harass  the  struggling  grebe  in  a most  aggressive  manner.  Typically,  the 
grebe’s  reaction  was  to  dive,  but  over  a period  of  minutes  the  persistent 
attacks  forced  it  to  remain  under  water  for  shorter  and  shorter  periods; 
finally,  when  being  attacked  just  as  its  head  and  upper  neck  were  emerging, 
the  grebe  dived  very  rapidly  and  apparently  became  separated  from  the 
fish.  The  gull,  having  meanwhile  circled  around,  must  have  observed  this 
instantly  in  the  clear  water:  it  turned  inwards,  tucked  its  wings  and  plum- 
meted with  straight  neck  from  about  10-15  m,  in  the  manner  of  a feeding 
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have  been  serving  the  Naturalist  and  other  users  of 
diverse  optical  equipment  for  a quarter  of  a century.  A 
wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether 
.-  q*  you  wish  to  purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present 
equipment  serviced  in  our  workshop. 


The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
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BINOCULARS  £ 
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7x42  BGA  Dialyt  353 


LEITZ 
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Slik  SL  67  tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  35 

Window  mount  24 
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TELESCOPES  £ 
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Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 
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Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Kowa  TSN- 1 body  240 
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TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 
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KowaTS-9R  20x50  75 

Opticron  28-62  x 80  GA  238 
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SOME  SPECIAL  BARGAIN  EXAMPLES: 


TELESCOPE,  TRIPOD  and  strap  (bought  at  same  time) SAVE  £1 5 

ZEISS  1 0 x 40  BGA/T 

DIALYT  (close  focus)  binoculars  £399  SAVE  £40* 
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Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
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M ,F.  KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 
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9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

1 1*30  am'0  *The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  /n-i 
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TRACKS  AND  SIGNS  of  the 
Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe 

Roy  Brown,  John  Ferguson, 

Michael  Lawrence  and  David  Lees 
With  over  1,000  illustrations  this  unique  book 
provides  the  field  naturalist  with  an  invaluable 
guide  to  the  tracks  and  signs  of  British  and 
European  birds  - resident,  visiting  or  vagrant. 
Feeding  and  behavioural  signs,  pellets, 
droppings,  feathers  and  skulls  are  each  dealt 
with  in  detail.  A spectacular  addition  to  a new 
generation  of  guides. 
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47  colour  plates,  hundred  of  black  and  white 
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BIRDWATCHING  IN 
BRITAIN -A  Site  by  Site 
Guide 

Nigel  Redman  and  Simon  Harrap 
Watch  out  for  this  brilliant  new  guide.  Almost 
twice  the  size  of  any  other  guide  and  certainly 
twice  the  value!  More  details  in  next 
month’s  BB. 

THE  BIRDS  OF  AUSTRALIA 
- SECOND  EDITION 

Edited  by  Ken  Simpson,  Illustrated  by 
Nicolas  Day 

‘ ...  I thoroughly  recommend  this  book  to 
anyone  planning  to  visit  Australia  and  would 
encourage  those  normally  put  off  by  bulky 
books  seriously  to  consider  taking  a copy  with 
them  ...  This  is  an  accurate  and  beautiful  guide 
to  the  splendid  birds  of  a fantastic  continent’. 
David  Fisher,  British  Birds. 
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Colour  throughout.  Distribution  maps 

Available  through  British  BirdShop 


■ o 

u**1  '*^£*£2)' 


D 


(Hi 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


(D138) 


XIV 


British  BirdShop 


POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Books  New  books  and  special  offers  marked  * 

Birkhead  & Perrins  The  Mute  Swan  (C.  Helm) £ 13.95  □ 

* Bond  Birds  of  the  West  Indies  (Collins)  New,  5th  edn □ 

* Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) .'  ..£17^95  □ 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  The  Country  Life  Guide  to  Birds  oj  Britain  & Europe  (Newnes) 

, ; Paperback  £">.95  [J  Hardback  £9.95  O 

♦Clarke  & ( .larke  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia  ((  7 Helm) £8.95  Q 

Cramp  & Simmons  Birds  oj  the  Western  Palearclic  vol.  1 £70  □ vol.  2 £70  □ vol.  3 £70  Q vol.  4 £70  □ 

Cullen  & Jennings  Birds  oj  the  Isle  oj  Man  (Bridgeen  Publications) £ 1H.00  □ 

Fei  guson-Lees,  W ill  is  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  ( Michael  Joseph) £8.95  O 

Gensbel  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe,  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £14.95  □ 

Gooders  The  New  Where  to  Watch  Birds  (Andre  Deutsch) £7.95  □ 

Gooders  & Harris  held  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  ( Kingfisher) Paperback  £5.95  [2 

Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World  (Brit.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.)  2nd  edn £30.00  □ 

Hammond  Twentieth  Century  Wildlife  Artists  (C.  Helm) £30.00  [Z 

Harbard  Quiz  Book  of  Birds:  evenings  at  the  ‘ Coot  and  Corncrake ' (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  |~~1 

* Harrison,  ( ..  An  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic  (Collins)  Best  Biro  Book  ok  1982 

•••• was  £15.00,  is  now  £7.95  O 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  (C.  Helm)  Revised  edn.  Best  Bird  Book  of  1983 £19.950 

Hayman  & Burton  The  Birdlife  of  Britain  & Europe  (Mitchell  Beazley)  New  edn £12.950 

Havman,  Mari  ham  & Prater  Shorehirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  world  Best  Bird  Book  of  198b 

(C.  Helm) £19.95  0 

Heinzel,  I'  itter  & Parslow  The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (( ‘.oil ins) 

Paperback  £5.95  O Hardback  £8.95  O 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (Witherby) £ 1 1 .50  O 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  Rarer  British  Birds  (Witherby) £12.00  O 

Hutchinson  Watching  Birds  in  Ireland  (Country  House) Paperback  £4.95  0 

*Hywel-Davies,  I horn  & Bennett  The  Macmillan  Guide  to  Britain's  Nature  Reserves Paperback  £ 12.95  O 

King.  Dickinson  & Woodcock  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South  East  Aria  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  O 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  Best  Bird  Book  of  1984 £9.95  O 

Newman  Newman's  Birds  of  Southern  Africa  (Macmillan) Paperback  £8.95  O 

Oddic  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1.95  O 

Oddie  Gone  Birding  (Methuen) £6.95  O 

♦Owen,  Atkinson-W  illes  & Salmon  Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain  (2nd  edn)  (CUP) £30.00  O 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) £8.95  [H 

*Potts  The  Partridge  (Collins) £19.95  [H 

Shackleton  Wildlife  and  Wilderness:  an  artist's  uvrld  (Clive  Holloway) £15.00  [H 

♦Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  ( British  Birds)  (usual  price  £9.95) £7.95  Q 

Sharrock  The  'British  Birds  ’ Mystery  Photographs  Book  + The  Solution  Was  £4.80,  but  prize  won,  so  now £ 1 .50  Q 

♦Simpson  & Day  The  Birds  oj  Australia  (C.  Helm)  New  edn £25.1X4  Q 

Soper  The  Bird  Table  Book  (David  & Charles)  5th  edn £9.95  Q 

Urban,  Fry  & Keith  The  Birds  oj  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £59.50  Q vol.  2 £65.00  O 

♦Wallace  Birdwatching  in  the  Seventies  (Macmillan)  (usual  price  £7.95) £3.95  Q 

♦British  Birds  The  'British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  oj  the  Western  Palearclic 

1978  edn  £0.60  LJ  1984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered.  £1.00  [J  1984  edn  £1.85  |"~1 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  12  issues  & index) £5.95  LJ 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  any  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  write-in  orders 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  maximum  of£3.50). 

write-in  orders 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  MARCH  1987 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  UK  Giro  account  number  47  588 
6303,  but  please  still  post  this  Ibrm.  (Payment  can  be  made  in  USS.  but.  please  add  £1  plus  overseas  postage  charges 
and  then  convert  to  dollars  at  current  exchange  rate.  Payment  ran  lx-  made  in  Irish  pounds:  please  convert  from  sterling  by  adding 
25%).  Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery  in  UK.  longer  if  abroad. 


Address 


Total  £ Cheque/  PO  enclosed  O Giro  payment  made  l~~l 

Send  to  British  BirdShop,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 


XV 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

If  you  are  interested  in  birdwatching 
and  natural  history  why  not  join  one 
of  our  escorted  holidays  to  over  20 
world-wide  destinations  in  1 987? 

TEXAS  - 30  Mar-1 5 Apl  £1075 
JORDAN  - 5 Apl-21  Apl  £1020 
CYPRUS  - 9 Apl-23  Apl  £860 
TURKEY  - 3 May-1 9 May  £950 
ETHIOPIA  - 1 3 Nov-29  Nov  £11  90 

Other  1 987  tours  include,  FLORIDA, 
CAMARGUE,  EASTERN  SPAIN, 
NEUSIEDL,  SOVIET  ASIA  & 
SIBERIA,  PYRENEES,  ARIZONA  & 
CALIFORNIA,  KENYA,  DARJEELING 
& ASSAM,  GAMBIA  and  FALKLAND 
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Telephone:  0304  360194  or, 

France  (33)  21  -32-93-64  (D1  30) 
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Gannet  Sula  bassana\  it  was  totally  submerged  for  two  seconds  or  more  (the 
ripples  had  spread  out  and  the  splash  died  down)  before  surfacing  with  the 
fish  and  immediately  flying  off,  trailing  water  droplets,  and  effortlessly 
swallowing  its  prize.  The  grebe  rapidly  surfaced,  looking  very  dishevelled, 
and  started  preening  in  an  unconcerned  manner.  All  the  gulls  than  quickly 
re-settled  to  roost.  Peter  Boardman 

39  Rock  Farm  Drive,  Little  Weston,  South  Wirral,  Cheshire  L64  4DY 


Dead  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  with  hindclaw  stuck  in  tree  bark  On 

18th  October  1982,  at  Swalmen,  Limburg,  Netherlands,  a male  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major  was  found  dead,  hanging  upside- 
down  30cm  above  the  ground  on  the  trunk  of  a birch  Betula  (plate  55). 
Presumably  while  foraging,  the  bird  had  got  its  hindclaw  stuck  in  the  tree 
bark  and  had  been  unable  to  free  itself  (or  perhaps  it  had  suddenly  died 
from  natural  causes,  after  which  it  was  accidentally  ‘nailed’  to  its  ultimate 
position).  Arnoud  B.  van  den  Bf.rg 

Duinlustparkweg  98,  2082  EG  Sanlpoort-Zuid,  Netherlands 

A previous  note  (Brit.  Birds  69:  410)  described  a female  Great  Spotted  W oodpecker  hanging 
dead  by  its  bill  from  a crevice  about  5 m up  on  a beech  Fagus  sylvatica  in  \\  est  Germany.  Eds 


55.  Dead  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major  with  hindclaw  stuck  in  tree  bark. 
Netherlands,  October  1982  ( Arnoud  B.  van  den  Berg) 
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Adult  Pied  Wagtail  being  fed  in  flight  by  House  Martin  On  2nd 

September  1984,  at  Lackford  Gravel-pits,  Suffolk,  I watched  an  adult  Pied 
Wagtail  Motacilla  alba  hawking  gnats  and  midges  over  the  water  from  its 
perch  on  the  gunwale  of  a moored  boat.  To  my  surprise,  it  flew  close  to  a 
House  Martin  Delichon  urbica  which  was  feeding  with  many  other 
hirundines  on  similar  insect  prey  about  1 m above  the  water.  ‘Chattering’ 
loudly  and  hovering  immediately  below  the  martin,  which  almost  stalled  in 
flight,  it  ‘pestered’  the  martin  into  presenting  it  with  the  foodball  which  the 
martin  carried  in  its  mouth;  from  20  m,  through  binoculars,  I clearly  saw 
this  food-transfer  take  place.  As  soon  as  the  wagtail  received  the  food,  it 
veered  away  towards  its  perch  on  the  boat;  a Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 
pursued  it  for  about  100  m,  before  the  wagtail  flew  into  the  bank  and  was 
lost  from  view.  T.  B.  Bamber 

91  Fornham  Roqd,  Bury  St  Edmunds,  Suffolk 

This  behaviour  is  so  extraordinary  (for  both  species)  that  any  similar  or  corroborative 
observations  from  readers  will  be  greatly  welcomed.  Eds 


Wing  shape  of  Chough  and  Alpine  Chough  A note  by  V.  R.  Tucker 
{Brit.  Birds  69:  369-370)  contained  a description  and  sketches  of  a proposed 
difference  in  wing  shape  between  Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  and  Alpine 
Chough  P.  graculus.  Based  on  summer  and  autumn  observations  in 
Afghanistan  in  1970,  he  stated  that  the  Chough  ‘holds  its  primaries,  or 
“fingers”,  separately  and  straight  out,  giving  a linear  impression,  whereas 
the  Alpine  Chough  holds  its  separated  primaries  dropped  back  at  an  angle, 
giving  an  impression,  at  a distance,  vaguely  like  the  wing  shape  of  the 
Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus.'  This  difference  has  been  repeated  in  the  latest 
edition  of  Peterson  et  al.  (1983,  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe) . 
In  three  separate  May  visits  to  the  French  Pyrenees,  however,  I found  that 
both  species  showed  the  same  ‘straight-fingered’  wing  shape  which  had 
been  ascribed  to  Chough.  Further,  examination  of  photographs  in  British 
Birds  files  clearly  showed  that,  at  a particular  stage  in  the  adult’s  autumn 
primary  moult  (when  some  of  the  inner  primaries  are  missing  or  partially 
grown),  both  species  can  show  the  Lapwing-like  wing  shape  which  had 
been  ascribed  to  Alpine  Chough.  Two  photographs  (plates  56  and  57) 
from  the  British  Birds  files  are  included  here  to  demonstrate  these  points.  It 
is  possible  that  there  may  be  a difference  between  the  two  species  in  the 
timing  of  the  primary  moult,  which  produces  a temporary  difference  in 
wing  shape  at  the  particular  time  of  year  that  Tucker’s  observations  were 
made  (but  that  would  apply  only  to  adults,  not  to  immatures,  which  do  not 
moult  their  primaries  in  their  first  year),  but  otherwise  it  seems  likely  that 
the  two  species  have  a similar  outer-wing  shape.  On  the  other  hand,  I fully 
support  Tucker’s  additional  point  that  Chough  has  proportionately  slightly 
broader  wings  and  a broader,  shorter  tail  than  Alpine  Chough.  Even  so,  1 
find  this  a subtle  difference,  and  usually  I have  to  be  able  to  hear  their  calls 
or  discern  the  bill  shape  or  bill  colour  before  being  sure  of  identification. 

P.  J.  Grant 

14  Heathfield  Road , Ashford , Kent  TN248QD 
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56.  I wo  gliding  Choughs  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax,  Co.  Clare,  June  1962.  Both  are  in  priman 
moult  (one  retaining  five,  the  other  six,  old  outer  primaries),  producing  a wing  shape  recalling 
Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus;  this  appearance  has  previously  been  noted  as  a feature  of  Alpine 

Chough  P.  graculus  ( Brian  Thomas) 


57.  T wo  gliding  Alpine  Choughs  Pyrrhocorax  graculus.  Italy,  July  1982.  One  has  a damaged 
feather  on  each  wing,  but  both  are  not  moulting  and  show  the  'straight-fingered'  outer-wing 
shape  which  has  previously  been  noted  as  a feature  of  Chough  P.  pyrrhocorax  (Paolo  A.  Pavan ) 

Jackdaws  stealing  food  from  breeding  Guillemots  On  several 
occasions  during  1982-84,  at  the  Builers  ofBachun  seabird  colonies  north  of 
Aberdeen,  Grampian,  I saw  Jackdaws  Corvus  monedula  stealing  fish,  mainly 
sand-eels  Ammodytes . from  chick-tending  Guillemots  Una  aalge.  Although 
the  Jackdaws  concentrated  mainly  on  fish  which  had  been  dropped  on  to 
the  breeding  ledges  and  at  the  base  of  the  cliffs,  they  also  looked  for 
Guillemots  carrying  fish.  Usually,  a Jackdaw  walked  up  to  an  adult 
Guillemot  and  snatched  the  fish.  Occasionally,  at  ledges  with  little  space,  it 
dived  on  to  the  auk  from  the  air,  but  only  one  such  attempt  was  successful 
and  it  may  be  that  sites  with  little  adjacent  space  or  with  high  density  of 
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birds  are  less  vulnerable  to  kleptoparasitism  (neighbours  helped  to  deter 
the  Jackdaws  by  jabbing  at  them).  At  this  colony,  Guillemots  surrounded 
by  one  or  more  neighbours  were  more  successful  than  those  without,  but 
fish-stealing  was  too  infrequent  (only  three  successful  attempts  in  seven 
hours’  observation)  to  have  been  a causal  factor.  Hans  Olsthoorn 

Groeneweg  74,  2691  MR  's-Gravengande,  Netherlands 
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‘Identification  of  Purple  Heron’  The  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea  depicted 
in  plate  38  in  the  paper  by  Peter  Lansdown  {Brit.’ Birds  78:  97-102)  is  clearly 
not  a juvenile  as  captioned.  Although  the  upperparts  and  wing-coverts  are 
dull  (indicating  an  immature),  the  contrasting  foreneck-s creaks  and  the 
plumed  lower  scapulars  are  obviously  marks  of  an  older  bird.  These 
features  together  with  the  apparent  absence  of  white  on  the  crown,  the  pale 
upper  mandible,  and  the  date,  indicate  first-summer  plumage.  In  my  view, 
the  bird  in  plate  43  is  in  second-winter  or  possible  adult  winter  plumage 
(not  first-winter  as  captioned),  as  evidenced  by  the  highly-contrasted 
upperwing  pattern,  all-pale  bill,  appreciable  white  on  the  forehead,  and  the 
sharply-defined  neck-stripes. 

The  specific  habitat  requirements  would  presumably  account  for  a 
further  possible  structural  difference  (evident  in  some  of  the  flight 
photographs,  but  not  discussed):  the  hind  toe  of  A.  cinerea  is  conspicuously 
elevated,  if  not  consistently  vertical,  in  flight.  I am  not  sufficiently  familiar 
with  A.  purpurea,  but  plates  44  and  45  do  seem  to  show  all  the  toes  trailing.  If 
valid,  this  also  may  be  a useful  feature  at  any  age.  A.  A.  Bell 

Institute  oj  Terrestrial  Ecology,  Bangor  Research  Station,  Penrhos  Road,  Bangor, 

Gwynedd  LL572LQ 

Mystery  photographs  86  The  response  by  readers  to  our  request  for 
comments  concerning  the  inconclusive  identification  of  the  ‘Mystery  geese’ 
{Brit.  Birds  77:  70-71)  was  disappointingly  small,  but,  with  one  exception 
(M.  P.  Semmens,  who  preferred  Pink-footed  Gees e Anser  brachyrhynchus) , all 
concluded  that  they  were  Greylags  A.  anser. 

Ulf  Gardenfors  commented:  ‘From  several  of  the  specimens  in  the  photo, 
it  is  clearly  visible  that  they  have  a white  tail  with  a narrow  grey  subterminal 
band.  Thus  one  can  immediately  exclude  all  Branta  as  their  tails  terminally 
are  black.  There  are  only  two  A/rrer-spccies  with  as  narrow  a grey 
subterminal  band  as  the  birds  in  the  photo,  namely  Greylag  and  Pink- 
footed Goose.  As  was  remarked,  the  geese  do  not  have  the  conspicuously 
short  necks  of  Pink-footed.  Thus  remains  Greylag.  The  fact  that  the  birds 
do  not  have  the  large  heads  of  the  Greylags  is  only  due  to  the  very  slight 
unsharpness  of  the  photo.’ 

David  Noakes  noted  that:  ‘The  photograph  appears  to  have  been  taken 
against  a bright,  but  lightly  overcast  sky:  hence  causing  an  odd,  dark, 
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slim  silhouette  appearance  for  more  heavily-built  Greylag,  especially 
head  and  neck.’ 

I)r  J.  I . R.  Sharrock  wrote:  ‘I’m  sure  they  are  Greylags.  Photographed 
against  a bright  sky,  I believe  that  the  outline  has  been  burnt  out  to  give  the 
birds  the  appearance  of  smaller  head,  thinner  neck,  thinner  wings  and 
narrower  tail.  ( 1 he  change  in  wing span  and  in  total  length  is  the  same 
absolute  amount,  but  is  Jar  less  in  proportion.)’ 

Dr  R.  J.  Ghandler,  commenting  on  Dr  Sharrock’s  letter,  said  that  ‘the 
same  effect  would  be  produced  if  the  photograph  was  slightly  out  of  focus.’ 

1 he  conclusion  must  be,  therefore,  that  the  birds  were  photographed 
against  a very  bright  sky  which  has  produced  ‘burnt-out’  outlines,  making 
them  look  far  too  slim  all  round,  so  that  they  have  smaller  heads,  thinner 
necks,  thinner  wings  and  narrower,  shorter  tails.  The  sum  of  these  is  to  alter 
considerably  the  typical  Greylag  shape  and  structure.  By  reducing  the 
wingspans  and  bill-to-tail  length  by  exactly  the  same  amount,  the  propor- 
tions are  significantly  changed.  This  effect  should  be  added  to  the  list  of 
photographic  illusions  of  which  ornithologists  need  to  beware. 

I bus,  we  have  concluded  that  the  photographer’s  original  identification 
was  perfectly  correct.  M.  A.  Ogii.vie 

Glencaim,  Bruichladdich,  Isle  oj Islay , Argyll  PA49  7UN 

Merlins  and  trees  It  seems  clear  from  the  paper  by  Newton,  Meek  & 
Little  {Brit.  Birds  79:  155-169)  that  tree-nesting  Merlins  Falco columhanus  are 
more  successful  than  those  nesting  on  the  ground,  and  also  that  large  tracts 
of  open  heather  moor  are  necessary  to  support  good  numbers  of  successful 
Merlin  pairs.  Such  areas  are  frequently,  if  not  usually,  largely  devoid  of 
trees,  which  suggests  a possible  area  for  conservation  action:  the  provision 
of  more  trees  in  such  areas,  and  possibly,  in  the  short  term,  artificial 
nest-sites,  if  these  are  likely  to  be  used  by  crows  Corvus  initially,  and  by 
Merlins  subsequently.  The  only  disadvantage  I can  see  (other  than  the 
possibility  of  failure)  is  that  it  might  attract  more  human  predators. 

John  Headon 

6 Holland  Road,  Bramhall,  Stockport,  Cheshire  SK72PQ 

Dr  Ian  Newton  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘Regarding  the  short-term  solution  of  providing 
nest-sites  in  existing  trees,  this  is  already  being  done  in  Northumbria  and  elsewhere.  Some 
Merlins  have  taken  to  these  sites,  and  particular  success  has  been  achieved  in  Perthshire.  In 
the  long  term,  it  may  well  help  to  provide  more  trees,  providing  these  could  be  grown  as  singles 
or  small  chimps.  However,  I doubt  that  the  keepers  of  grouse  moors  would  welcome  the 
additional  crows  that  would  also  be  attracted  by  new  nesting  places.  At  the  moment,  it  is  not 
certain  how  widespread  is  the  greater  success  of  tree  nests  over  ground  nests.  While  this 
difference  was  marked  in  Northumbria,  it  was  not  apparent  in  Wales  (see  Bibby  & Nattrass, 
Brit.  Birds  79:  170-185),  perhaps  because  of  more  human  nest-robbing  in  Wales.  The  main 
consistent  finding  of  the  two  studies  was  the  higher  success  of  Merlins  on  good  heather  moor, 
managed  for  Red  Grouse  Ijigopus  lagopus,  compared  with  grassy  sheepwalk  ’ Eds 


Molluscs  in  diet  of  the  Song  Thrush  Dr  A.  R.  YVardhaugh  remarked 
( Brit.  Birds  77:  365-366)  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 
extensively  the  snail  Monacha  ( Theba ) cantiana  occurs  in  the  diet  of  the  Song 
Thrush  Turdus  philomelos.  At  Badingham,  on  the  ‘heavy  land’  of  east  Suffolk, 
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M.  cantiana  is  one  of  the  three  species  of  snail  regularly  recorded  as  food  of 
Song  Thrushes,  the  other  two  being  Helix  aspersa  and  Cepaea  hortensis 
( C . nemoralis  is  not  found  in  the  area). 

Discovery  of  snail  shells  at  anvils  may  not  correctly  represent  the  fre- 
quency of  species’  occurrence  in  the  diet.  All  three  snail  species  are  broken 
open  on  hard  surfaces,  but  not  all  are  transported  to  raised  anvils.  Many  of 
the  snails  captured  at  the  foot  of  the  hedgerows  or  at  the  field  layer  of  the 
roadside  verges  are  cracked  open  more  or  less  in  situ  on  the  tarmac  or  the 
concrete  of  farm  service- roads.  A single  large  shell  of  H.  aspersa  or  a brightly 
coloured  C.  hortensis  is  much  more  conspicuous  than  a small,  pale  shell  of  M. 
cantiana , and  an  anvil  in  regular  use  is  far  more  obvious  than  a single  shell. 
Differences  in  frequency  of  transportation  can  result  in  an  underestimate  of 
the  occurrence  of  the  smaller  species. 

In  1975  and  1976,  counts  were  made  of  the  number  of  snails  carried  to 
raised  anvils  and  of  those  broken  open  on  the  flat: 

Snail  species  Raised  anvils  Flat  anvils 


Helix  aspersa 

123 

91 

Cepaea  hortensis 

43 

51 

Monacha  cantiana 

13 

39 

The  relative  frequency  of  transportation  differs  significantly  (x~  test  = 
18.46,  2 degrees  of  freedom,  P < 0.001)  between  M.  cantiana  and  both  H. 
aspersa  and  C.  hortensis.  A more  correct  estimate  may,  perhaps,  be  made  from 
the  count  of  snails  actually  observed  in  the  process  of  being  prepared.  In  the 
period  January  1975  to  August  1984,  the  scores  were:  H.  aspersa , 92;  C. 
hortensis , 41 ; M.  cantiana , 32. 

M.  cantiana  is  a much  smaller  animal  than  the  other  two  and,  on  the  basis 
of  weight,  makes  a noticeably  lesser  contribution  to  the  diet.  It  is,  however, 
dug  out  during  hard  weather  and,  with  C.  hortensis , may  then  have  a 
significant  ecological  role  to  play;  H.  aspersa  seems  to  go  to  ground  very 
successfully  in  winter.  It  should  be  noted  that  small  M.  cantiana  may  be 
bolted  whole  (I  have  found  two  in  the  stomach  of  one  thrush),  and  this  may 
bias  results  of  studies.  P.  H.  T.  Hartley 

26  Double  Street,  Framlingham , Woodbridge,  Suffolk 

Dr  A.  A.  YVardhaugh  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘Are  the  differences  due  to  transportation, 
or  are  the  smaller  species  more  abundant  in  or  near  the  flat  anvil  areas?  If  transportation  is  the 
cause,  one  may  speculate  on  why  thrushes  go  to  the  trouble  of  carrying  the  heaviest  species  ( H . 
aspersa)  to  raised  anvils.  Two  further  questions  come  to  mind,  (a)  Do  Song  Thrushes  transport 
the  larger/ thicker-shelled  individuals  of  M.  cantiana  and  C.  hortensis  to  raised  anvils  and  break 
the  smaller  ones  on  flat  anvils?  (b)  Could  the  relative  abundance  of  the  three  species  be 
estimated/measured  for  comparison  with  anvil  data  (i.e.  are  the  thrushes  actively  selecting  one 
or  more  of  the  three  species)?  In  Humberside,  my  subjective  impression  was  of  a preference  for 
C.  nemoralis  over  M.  cantiana.  Such  preferences  could  vary  with  food  abundance  and  time  of 
year:  in  Humberside,  snails  were  preyed  on  only  in  winter  (frozen  ground)  and  summer  (baked 
ground),  when  other  food  would  be  in  short  supply  or  unavailable.  Since  submitting  my 
original  note,  I have  come  across  old  references  to  molluscs  in  the  diet  of  thrushes:  Naturalist 
( 1 90 1 ) : 1 63,  356;  ( 1 904) : 233-238.’  Eds 

Molluscs  in  diet  of  the  Song  Thrush  Records  of  Monacha  cantiana 
encountered  near  ‘thrush-stones’  in  Britain  date  back  at  least  to  the  end  of 


Letters 


121 


the  nineteenth  century.  One  ol  the  first  to  record  this  land  snail  at  anvils 
was  Bullen  (1899),  who  found  it  near  Reigate,  Surrey;  two  years  later,  he 
reported  two  broken  At.  canliana  and  two  damaged  Cepaea  nemoralis  at  an 
anvil  between  Canterbury  and  \\  hitstable,  Kent,  and  another  anvil  in  the 
same  area  yielded  one  AL  cantiana  and  two  C.  nemoralis.  This  led  Bullen 
( 1901 ) to  conclude  that  the  presence  of  the  two  different  species  near  each 
other  at  the  same  anvil  showed  that  the  thrushes  were  not  driven  to  eat  At. 
cantiana  through  absence  of  C.  nemoralis.  More  impressive  were  the 
observations  by  Oldham  (1912),  who  found  near  a thrush-stone  at  Tring, 
Hertfordshire,  the  broken  fragments  of  50-60  shells  of  At.  cantiana  and  only 
three  shells  of  C.  nemoralis.  The  following,  written  by  Taylor  (1917)  of.V/. 
cantiana , is  also  informative:  ‘This  species  was  formerly  believed  to  be 
almost  immune  from  destruction  by  birds,  but  its  remains  have  been  found, 
sometimes  numerously  around  “thrush  stones”  in  Kent,  Sussex,  Hertford- 
shire, Suffolk,  Lincolnshire,  and  Yorkshire  by  several  reliable  observers.’ 
Not  all  records  date  back  60  or  more  years:  Cameron  ( 1969),  for  example, 
mentioned  the  presence  of  a few  At.  cantiana  near  the  anvils  of  a Song 
1 brush.  F rom  the  above  data  and  those  presented  by  Wardhaugh  ( 1984),  it 
is  clear  that  the  Song  Thrush  is  a regular  predator  on  Aionacha  cantiana. 

Henk  K.  Mienis 

Zoological  Museum,  Hebrew  University,  91904  Jerusalem.  Israel 


REFERENCES 

Bui.len,  R.  A.  1899.  Notes  on  mollusea.  Sci.  Gossip.  N.S.  5:  866. 

1901.  Notes  on  Helicella  cantiana  as  food  for  the  Turdidae. /.  Conch.  10  ( 1 ):  27. 

Cameron,  R.  A.  1).  1969.  Predation  by  Song  Thrushes  Turdus  ericetonm  (Turton)  on  the  snails 
Cepaea  hortensis  (Mull.)  and  Arianta  arbustorum  (I..)  near  Rickmans  worth.  ].  Arum.  Ecol.  88: 
547-553. 

Oldham,  C.  1912.  Helix  cantiana  Mont,  preyed  upon  by  the  Song  Thrush./.  Conch.  18(1 1 ):  328. 
Taylor,  J.  YV.  1917.  Monograph  oj  the  Land  and  Fresh-water  Mollusea  of  the  British  Isles.  Leeds. 
Wardhaugh,  A.  A.  1984.  Some  observations  on  the  mollusean  diet  of  the  Song  Thrush.  Brit. 
Birds  77:  365-366. 


Bird-days  As  a retired  statistician  and  a recently  persuaded  birdwatcher, 
I have  been  intrigued  by  a term  which  keeps  turning  up  in  the  literature. 

‘Bird-day’  appears,  at  first  glance,  to  belong  to  the  family  that  includes 
measures  like  man-hours,  bed-nights,  and  so  on,  but,  apart  from  the 
hyphen  there  is  no  similarity. 

‘Bird-day’  equates  a bird  flashing  over  with  one  remaining  all  day:  it 
equates  one  bird  sitting  on  a nest  for  30  days  with  30  making  a briefstop  for 
a meal.  Surprisingly,  a bird  visiting  from  p.m.  to  a.m.  is  twice  as  many  as 
one  staying  from  a.m.  to  p.m.  Amazingly,  a day  in  which  there  are  birds  but 
no  observers  becomes  equivalent  to  a day  in  which  there  are  observers  but 
no  birds.  What  justification  is  there  for  the  use  of  such  a measure? 

John  Dean 

24  Tudor  Close,  Kings  Heath.  Birmingham  B130PD 

It  would,  indeed,  be  ridiculous  to  use  the  unit  ‘bird-days’  in  some  of  the  circumstances 
described  by  Mr  Dean.  Admittedly,  there  are  anomalies,  even  in  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
is  frequently  used.  Justification,  however,  could  be  summarised  by  the  colloquialism  ‘needs 
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must’.  The  normal  use  is  in  attempting  to  quantify  the  passage  of  a speeies  at  a defined  site  in 
two  or  more  periods,  for  comparative  purposes,  on  occasions  when  the  daily  overlap  ol 
individuals  is  impossible  to  estimate.  Thus,  counts  on  consecutive  days  of  8,  8,  2,  8,  8,  in  one 
period  and  1 , 0,  50,  1 1 , 20  in  another  (which  might  relate  to  any  number  from  eight  to  34  and 
50-82  individuals,  respectively)  would  be  quoted  as  34  bird-days  and  82  bird-days.  Thus, 
‘bird-days’  is  really  a shorthand  way  of  saying  ‘the  maximum  number  of  birds  seen  if  every 
daily  count  related  to  dilTerent  individuals’.  It  docs  give  a crude  measure  of  abundance,  and  is 
considerably  more  helpful  than  the  alternative  of  using  vague  descriptive  terms  such  as 
‘present  nearly  every  day’  or  ‘common’  or  big  influx’  or  ‘scarce’. 

The  term  is  also  useful — and  even  more  justified — in  scientific  studies  of,  for  example, 
feeding  behaviour.  The  total  of ‘goose-days’  will  be  helpful  in  estimating  the  grazing  pressure 
on  a single  field;  or  ‘Oystercatcher-days’  will  be  a guide  in  estimating  the  number  of  cockles 
Cerastoderma  edule  eaten  by  Oystercatchers  tiaemalopus  ostralegus  on  a given  intertidal  area  in  the 
course  of  the  defined  study  period.  Eds 

Everything  but  the  girl!  Why  arc  there  so  few  active  female  birdwatchers 
in  comparison  with  the  many  male  birders?  Whereas  the  fairer  sex  would 
seem  to  have  a stronger  aptitude  for  biology  and  related  subjects  at  school 
or  university,  and,  while  there  are  certainly  a good  number  of  women 
birders  in  the  upper  age  range,  it  is  clear  there  is  a disconcertingly  low  ratio 
of  women  to  men  within  the  younger  to  middle  age  groups.  Since  bird- 
watching does  not  lend  itself,  through  physical  demands  or  whatever,  more 
favourably  to  one  sex  or  the  other,  I find  this  observation  most  surprising. 
In  ten  years  of  serious  birdwatching,  I have  come  across  only  ten  to  20 
women  birders  toting  binoculars  and  telescopes,  and  just  one  who  actually 
drives  to  ‘see’  birds.  Philip  Bentley 

52  Milton  Street , Brixham,  Torbay,  South  Devon  TQ50BZ 

We  cannot  answer  Dr  Bentley’s  question.  The  disparity  appears  to  be  a European  (or 
perhaps  especially  British)  phenomenon,  for  large  groups  of  observers  in  North  America 
(Canada  as  well  as  the  USA)  seem  in  our  experience  often  to  exhibit  a sexual  parity,  or  even  on 
occasions  an  excess  of  female  birders,  from  teenage  upwards.  In  Britain,  membership  of  the 
Young  Ornithologists’  Club  is  62%  male  and  38%  female  (R.  A.  Hume  in  lilt.),  so  the 
difference  starts  at  an  early  stage.  We  observe,  but  we  can  not  explain.  Eds 
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Joint  BB-BTO  Conference  There  are  still  some  places  left  for  this,  BB's 
first-ever  major  conference,  to  be  held  at  Swanwiek,  Derbyshire,  during 
10th  to  12th  April  1987  (see  full  details  in  Brit.  Birds  79:  355;  596-597).  As 
well  as  BTO  staff  and  BB  staff,  most  members  of  the  Rarities  Committee, 
the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel,  the  BOU  Records  Committee  and  BB' s 
Editorial  Board  and  Notes  Panels  will  be  present  and  available  to  chat  with 
BB  subscribers  and  BTO  members.  If  you  want  to  attend,  please  write  or 
telephone  for  a programme  and  booking  form  to  Gwen  Bonham,  BTO, 
Beech  Grove,  I ring,  Hertfordshire  HP23  5NR;  telephone  Tring  (044-282) 
3461. 
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Bird-art  display  at  BB/BTO  Conference  in  April  1987  Any  artists 
wishing  to  submit  work  for  display  and  sale  at  this  Conference  should 
contact  Derick  Watson,  Botcher  Cottage,  Church  Lane,  Shepley,  Hudders- 
field, West  Yorkshire  HD8  8AF  {phone  0484  60380 1 ) . 

‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christmas  Whisky  Puzzle  The  square  of  25 
letters  on  page  xix  in  the  December  1986  issue  contained  19  species  on  the 
West  Palearctic  list:  Bittern,  Blue  fit,  Cattle  Egret,  Crane,  Dotterel,  Great 
Shearwater,  Great  l it,  Little  Bittern,  Little  Egret,  Little  Grebe,  Little  Gull, 
Little  Shearwater,  Little  Tern,  Roseate  Tern,  Shag,  Sora,  Twite,  Willet, 
and  Willow  fit.  (‘Bulbul’  and  ‘stilt’  are  both  group  names,  not  species 
names,  and  do  not  count.) 

The  correct  answers  to  the  three  questions  were,  therefore:  (1)  19,  (2) 
Willet,  and  (3)  six  Littles  and,  in  contrast,  two  Greats. 

The  three  winners  of  the  bottles  of  The  Famous  Grouse  Scotch  whisky, 
drawn  from  the  correct  entries  received  by  10th  January,  were  Brian 
Armitage,  106  Forest  Road,  Dalton,  Huddersfield,  West  Yorkshire  HD5 
8ET;  T.  R.  Barker,  Granary  House,  Heath  Road,  Hickling,  Norwich  NR 1 2 
0YK;  and  J.  Frost,  31  Oakham  Grove,  Ashby,  Leicestershire  LE6  5QP. 

We  are  grateful  to  Peter  Lansdown  for  composing  this  puzzle  square  for 
BB  and  to  Matthew  Gloag  & Son  Ltd,  proprietors  of  The  Famous  Grouse 
Scotch  whisky,  for  sponsoring  this  Christmas  puzzle  and  providing  the 
prizes. 

Books  from  ‘British  BirdShop’  P lease  order  all  your  bird  books  through 
‘British  BirdShop’.  If  you  use  the  form  printed  in  the  current  number  of  BB 
(page  xv  in  this  issue),  your  purchases  will  help  substantially  to  subsidise 
extra  pages  and  extra  photographs  in  future  issues  of  BB. 

Fhe  following  new  books  are  available  this  month: 

Bond  Birds  oj  the  West  Indies  (Collins)  5th  edn 

Brown,  Ecrguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (Christopher  Helm) 

Clarke  & Clarke  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia  (Christopher  Helm) 

Hywel- Davies,  Thom  & Bennett  The  Macmillan  Guide  to  Britain’s  Nature  Resewes  (Macmillan) 
Paperback 

Potts  The  Partridge  (Collins) 

Simpson  & Day  The  Birds  of  Australia  (Christopher  Helm)  New  edn 

Please  look  at  page  xv,  and  see  if  there  are  any  books  which  you  require. 
Your  orders  through  British  BirdShop  will  benefit  every  BB  subscriber. 
Please  quote  your  BB  reference  number.  Thank  you. 
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Status  of  Wood  Duck  and  Northern  Bobwhite  During  1968-72,  Wood  Ducks  Aix  sponsa 
were  confirmed  breeding  in  nine  10-km  squares,  and  were  present  and  probably  breeding  in  a 
further  two,  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (fig.  1).  The  species  was,  however,  not  added  to  the  British 
and  Irish  list  when  its  status  was  last  reviewed  by  the  BOU  Records  Committee  (Ibis  120:41 1), 
since  the  population  was  considered  not  yet  to  be  self-supporting.  The  Atlas  oj  Wintering  Birds  in 
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Britain  and  Ireland  (Lack  1986)  listed  22  10-km  squares  in  which  one  to  six  individuals  were  seen 
during  the  three  winters  of  1981/82-1983/84. 

Northern  Bobwhites  Colinus  virginianus  were  found  in  only  four  10-km  squares  during 
fieldwork  for  The  Atlas  oj Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (Sharrock  1976),  but  breeding  was 
confirmed  in  two  of  these  (near  Minsmere  in  Suffolk,  and  on  Tresco  in  the  Isles  of  Scilly).  As 


Fig.  1 . Breeding  distribution  of  Wood  Duck  Aixsponsa  during  1968-72.  Large  dots  - confirmed 
breeding;  medium  dots  = probable  breeding;  small  dots  = possible  breeding.  Reproduced 
from  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ( 1 978)  by  permission  of  the  publishers,  T.  & 

A.  D.  Poyser  Ltd 
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with  Y\  ood  Duck,  however,  Northern  Bobwhitewas  retained  in  ‘Category  D\  as  an  introduced 
species  which  was  not  yet  self-supporting,  maintenance  of  the  population  depending  upon  the 
provision  of  food  and  continuing  introduction  offresh  stock. 

1 he  B()l  Records  Committee  periodically  reviews  the  status  of  all  species  in  tfiis  holding 
category  and  is  about  to  undertake  assessments  of  Wood  Duck  and  Northern  Bobwhite. 
Anyone  with  any  relevant  information  (absence  from  areas  of  former  occurrence,  as  well  as 
positive  records)  is  asked  to  send  it  in.  It  would  be  much  appreciated  if  such  data  could  be 
drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  assessing  body  even  if  it  has  alreadv  appeared  in  print,  in  a local 
report  or  elsewhere. 

Information,  which  will  be  acknowledged  on  receipt,  should  be  sent  to  Brian  Little.  Hon. 
Secretary  BOURC,  37  Stella  Hall  Drive,  Stella  Park,  Blaydon,  Tyne  & Wear  nkji  +i.i; 
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Birds  of  Eucalypt  Forests  and  Woodlands:  ecology,  conservation, 
management.  Edited  by  A.  Keast,  H.  F.  Recher,  H.  Ford  and  D. 
Saunders.  Surrey  Beatty  & Sons  Ltd  and  The  Royal  Australasian 
Ornithologists  Union,  Chipping  Norton,  NSW,  1985.  384  pages;  18  colour 
plates  and  paintings;  23  line-drawings,  tables  and  figs.  Hardback,  £44.00. 

The  eucalypt  plantations  that  I saw  once  in  Spain  were  remarkably  poor  so  far  as  birds  were 
concerned.  This  cannot  be  said  at  all  of  the  original  Australian  forests  and  woodlands 
composed  of  about  500  eucalypt  species.  As  we  read  in  the  introductory  chapter,  those  plant 
formations  are  inhabited  by  at  least  234  bird  species,  the  famous  lyrebirds,  kookaburras, 
several  parrots  and  honeyeaters  among  them.  This  book  is  an  impressive  synthesis  of  recent 
research  on  eucalypt  habitats  and  their  birds.  The  idea  of  the  book  was  put  forward  at  the 
annual  Congress  of  the  Royal  Australian  Ornithologists  Union  in  November  1982.  and  papers 
read  at  that  Congress  form  the  core  of  the  present  volume.  The  scope  has  been  widened  b\ 
adding  other  interesting  summaries  of  recent  field  work.  In  all.  there  are  34  papers,  grouped 
into  three  sections,  each  with  a separate  introduction  and  concluding  synthesis.  The  sections 
are:  'Bird  communities  in  forests  and  woodland',  in  which  species  diversity,  bird  adundance. 
habitat  selection,  feeding  problems  and  community  organisation  are  discussed:  ’Ecology  and 
adaptations  of  major  groups’,  where  breeding  biology,  social  organisation  and  habitat 
requirements  of  bird  groups  typical  of  eucaivpt  stands,  or  of  some  rare  birds,  are  described; 
‘Human  impact:  the  response  of  forest  and  woodland  birds’,  a section  on  the  effects  on  birds 
and  their  future  of  timber  exploitation,  clearing  for  agriculture,  fires,  and  so  on. 

For  a foreign  reader — and  one  from  a distant  continent  at  that — this  book  can  be  an 
authoritative  guide  through  exotic  eucalypt  forests  and  their  birds.  A European  bird  ecologist 
w ill  discover  with  surprise  w hat  an  enormous  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  Australia  in 
order  to  studv  and  to  explain  general  patterns  of  forest  bird  ecology.  This  synthesis  is 
important  not  only  for  Australians.  Bv  comparison  with  it.  we  Europeans  lag  behind  in  our 
attempts  to  make  a continent-wide  synthesis  of  what  we  know  . This  Australian  monograph 
may  show  what  our  objective  should  be,  and  that  in  order  to  reach  that  objective  we  should 
attempt  to  overcome  all  national  phobias  as  well  as  boundaries  dividing  Europe,  with  the  aim 
of  making  international  research  teams. 

As  a student  of  Central  European  forest  birds,  I find  two  things  in  the  Australian  synthesis 
that  I am  not  sure  about.  First,  concerning  the  methodology  of  bird  censuses:  I wonder  to  what 
extent  the  standard  mapping  technique,  or  chiefly  the  relative  bird  count  methods,  never 
tested  under  specific  Australian  conditions,  produce  fully  reliable  figures  (i.e.  how  propor- 
tional they  are  to  the  true  numbers).  Perhaps  some  field  tests  would  be  of  high  value.  Secondly, 
the  finding  of  correlation  between  measures  of  habitat  or  vegetation  complexity  and  the  indices 
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of  bird  diversity  or  abundance  does  not  necessarily  suggest  a merely  trophic  character  of  these 
relations.  The  higher  the  structural  complexity  of  vegetation,  the  better  its  protective  features, 
in  both  microclimatic  and  antipredatory  senses.  This  does  not  mean  that  1 doubt  trophic 
relationships;  I would  only  suggest  that  they  may  be  tightly  interwoven  with  other  kinds  of 
bird  constraints.  This  is,  however,  an  excellent  synthesis,  which  can  be  recommended  for  any 
ornithologist  who  is  seriously  interested  in  bird  ecology  world-wide.  The  book  will  certainly  be 
an  important  tool  in  the  hands  of  Australian  forest  managers  and  conservationists.  Anyone 
broadly  interested  in  exotic  birds  will  also  be  delighted  to  glance  through  the  colour  pictures, 
and  will  find  it  interesting  to  read  summaries  ofhow  those  birds  live  and  how  they  are  studied. 
The  book  is  appealing  and  attractively  produced.  Ludwik  Tomialojc 

Atlas  Faunae  Siciliae:  Aves.  II  Naturalista  Siciliano.  vol.  IX  (special 
issue).  Edited  by  Bruno  Massa.  Societa  Siciliana  di  Scienze  Naturali, 
Palermo  1985.  274  pages.  16  colour  plates;  9 black-and-white  plates. 
Paperback,  14,000  Italian  lire. 

The  Ornithological  Atlas  of  Sicily  and  its  offshore  islets  is»based  on  fieldwork,  from  1979  to 

1983,  done  by  27  workers  using  the  standard  methods  of  the  European  Ornithological  Atlas 
Committee.  Fieldwork  and  mapping  used  297  10-km  squares  of  the  UTM  grid.  The  125  mm  X 
1 1 5 mm  maps  use  the  familiar  three  dot  sizes  to  show  proved,  probable  and  possible  breeding. 
Some  rarer  species  have  no  map  (e.g.  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis , with  30-40  pairs  in  one 
square  on  Lampedusa,  and  Pochard  Aythya  Jerina,  ten  pairs  in  one  square,  do;  but  Golden 
Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos , with  13  pairs  in  eight  squares,  does  not).  Species  accounts  average 
three-quarters  of  a page,  ending  with  a two-  or  three-line  English  summary.  Here  is  that  for 
Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus : 

‘ . . . about  150  pairs.  It  frequents  strictly  rocky  habitats.  Though  . . . not  threatened  in  Sicily  by 
chemical  contamination,  its  breeding  success  is  greatly  decreasing  because  of  the  taking  of 
nestlings  by  falconers.’ 

Breeding  species  total  124  confirmed  (including  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca , Pochard. 
Little  Crake  Porgana  parva , Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus , Bee-eater  Alerops  apiaster , Rock 
Thrush  Monticola  saxati/is , Starling  Stumus  vulgaris  and  Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra  first  found 
during  the  fieldwork),  plus  seven  possible  or  probable.  An  appended  Red  List  contains  eight 
extinct  species,  1 1 vulnerable,  37  rare  and  35  of  indeterminate  status  (four  of  which  bred  in 

1984,  but  not  during  the  fieldwork).  Other  appendices  give  34  species  rejected  from  the  Sicily 

List,  and  a surprisingly  extensive  list  of  dialect  names.  A 30-page  introduction  describes 
methods,  progress  and  the  grid  system.  This  fascinating  atlas  concludes  with  16  half-page 
black-and-white  habitat  studies,  of  better  quality  than  many  such,  and  92  small-scale  colour 
reproductions,  decorative  and  evocative,  from  Dresser’s  Birds  oj Europe.  S.  M . Taylor 

The  Partridge:  pesticides,  predation  and  conservation.  By  G.  R. 
Potts.  Collins,  London,  1986.  274  pages;  32  colour  plates;  12  black-and- 
white  plates;  10  line-drawings.  £19.95. 

Grey  Partridges  Perdix  perdix  have  declined  dramatically  in  numbers  since  the  Second  World 
War.  The  exact  time  that  the  decline  took  place  varies  between  countries,  but  almost 
everywhere  the  story  is  the  same.  In  1968,  a ‘Partridge  Survival  Project'  was  initiated,  founded 
upon  22  years  of  study  in  southern  England,  and  largely  funded  by  the  Game  Research 
Association  (now  the  Game  Gonservancy).  Dr  Dick  Potts  has  been  involved  with  this  project 
virtually  since  its  inception,  and  this  book  describes  the  results  of  18  years  of  research 
supplemented  by  massive  parallel  studies  around  the  world.  It  is  nicely  written,  although  in 
places  it  is  not  an  easy  read.  The  Grey  Partridge  is  a game  bird:  a quarry  species.  Were  this  not 
the  case,  it  is  arguable  that  it  might  not  survive  as  a British  bird.  Certainly,  its  80%  decline  in 
numbers  here  has  caused  consternation  among  the  hunting  fraternity,  and  one  aim  of  the  book 
is  clearly  to  disseminate  information  on  management  methods  among  the  landowning  and 
farming  communities. 

The  book  opens  with  the  documentation  of  partridge  fortunes  (or  lack  of  them)  around  the 
world,  followed  by  a description  of  the  study  area  and  the  methods  of  data  collection  and 
analysis.  I found  this  part  particularly  difficult  to  read.  It  falls  between  two  stools — one 
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assuming  no  biometric  knowledge,  the  other  expecting  an  awareness  of  densits -dependent 
population  regulation,  biometry  and  statistics.  Consequently,  I found  myself  changing 
intellectual  gear  between  sections,  pages  and  even  lines. 

1 hen  on  to  the  nitty-gritty.  Fascinating  stull  on  nest-sites,  clutch  sizes,  nest-predation,  chick 
survival,  and  general  population  dynamics.  A chapter  on  parasites  concludes  that  these  are  of 
little  significance  now,  but  an  increase  in  density  could  result  in  further  outbreaks  of 
strongy  losis.  A section  on  feeding  ecology  suggests  that  adults  are  largely  vegetarian,  although 
during  high  summer  they  may  take  up  to  12%  animal  matter,  perhaps  in  response  to  a need  for 
leather  protein  during  the  moult.  The  analysis  of  breeding  density  suggests  that  the  general 
increase  in  field  size  has  resulted  in  a decrease  in  suitable  habitat  along  field  margins.  This  in 
turn  has  caused  the  birds  to  breed  more  closely  together  with  an  enhanced  level  of  nest 
predation.  Predator  control  can  alleviate  this. 

I he  major  clue  to  the  decline  in  numbers  is  uncovered  in  the  chapter  on  pesticides — 
probably  the  best  of  the  book.  Herbicides  have  reduced  the  floral  diversity  in  the  field,  which  in 
turn  reduces  insect  diversity,  and  these  effects  are  enhanced  by  the  systematic  application  of 
insecticides.  Potts  shows  that  Grey  Partridge  chicks  are  heavily  dependent  upon  invertebrate 
food  during  the  first  few  days  of  fife,  and  the  reduction  in  food  supply  is  a key  cause  of  their 
increased  mortality.  Subsequent  chapters  describe  the  results  of  computer  models  that 
simulate  the  population  dynamics  of  Grey  Partridges.  These  confirm  the  crucial  roles  of 
predator  control  and  chick  mortality  in  determining  population  sizes. 

I he  book  ends  with  a review  of  ways  to  increase  Grey  Partridge  stocks  (bags).  Dr  Potts 
suggests  that  gamekeeping  is  essential,  and  that  leaving  the  margins  of  cereal  fields  largely 
unsprayed  would  enhance  floral  diversity,  insect  populations  and  hence  chick  survival.  At  this 
stage,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  validity  of  this  approach.  Dr  Potts  produces  a preliminary 
economic  assessment  of  the  effects,  but  clearly  more  data  are  needed.  Carefully  controlled 
analyses  of  sprayed  and  unsprayed  field  margins,  with  and  without  keepers,  will  tell  us  more. 
Hopefully,  the  Game  Conservancy  will  appreciate  that  there  are  lots  of  other  birds  that  might 
benefit,  and  collect  their  data  more  widely  than  merely  for  those  quarry  species  that  are  their 
main  remit.  David  T.  Parkin 


Ship  in  the  Wilderness.  By  Keith  Shackleton.  Photographs  by  Jim 
Snyder.  J.  M.  Dent  & Sons  Ltd,  London,  1986.  207  pages;  150  colour 
plates;  50  watercolours.  £14.95. 

1 must  admit  to  a certain  bias  about  this  book,  having  spent  over  a year  as  a lecturer  on  the  MS 
Lindbiad  Explorer  and  in  the  process  ticked  off  all  the  races  of  penguins.  The  L.E.  travelled  the 
seas  as  the  flagship  of  Lindbiad  Travel  Inc.,  to  show  mostly  rich  and  elderlv  Americans  the 
birds,  the  marine  mammals  and  the  remote  islands  which  we  would  all  like  to  see.  Thus,  the 
voyagers  were  rather  elitist,  but  the  whole  enterprise  has  served  the  environment  well.  Many  of 
the  passengers  were  extremely  influential  and.  having  been  converted  by  visits  to  the  Antarctic 
or  Pacific,  put  their  considerable  political  weight  and  economic  muscle  behind  the  cause  of 
conservation.  The  Antarctic  Treaty  will  need  all  their  support  when  it  comes  up  for  review  in 
1991. 

Most  people  will  be  attracted  to  the  book  by  the  excellent  colour-photographs  bv  Jim  Snyder 
and  watercolours  bv  Keith  Shackleton,  all  superbly  printed.  The  publishers  deserve  much 
credit  for  the  presentation.  Don’t,  however,  just  look  at  the  pictures,  read  the  text.  In  essence,  it 
is  Keith  Shackleton’s  personal  account  of  his  ship-borne  travels  around  the  world's  most 
inaccessible  seas.  Do  not  worry,  this  is  not  a book  of  anecdotes  of  good/bad  passengers  or 
experiences.  Instead,  we  are  shown  natural  history  and  maritime  and  polar  history  through 
the  eyes  of  an  exceptional  naturalist  and  painter.  Keith  is  justifiable  renowned  for  his 
paintings,  but  his  writing  is  also  quite  superb.  Nobody  with  any  trace  of a soul  can  fail  to  enjoy 
his  story.  It  is  rare  indeed  to  get  such  evocative  prose — ‘Penguin  guano,  spread  with 
unbelievable  extravagance  and  warmed  gently  by  vulcanism.  blended  with  the  sulphurous 
effluvium  of  rotting  eggs.’  The  20  million  or  so  Adelie  Penguins  on  Zavodovski  Island  should 
be  proud  of  this  description  of  their  home.  ( And  there  is  a mind-blowing  photograph  by  Jim 
Snyder  to  back  it  up.  if  you  can’t  imagine  the  scene.) 

This  book  w ill  appeal  to  everybody,  and  is  well  worth  the  price.  Give  it  as  a present  (but  read 
it  first),  or  buy  it  with  your  book  tokens.  Mike  Harris 
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The  Birds  of  Fife:  an  outline  of  their  status  and  distribution.  By 
Anne-Marie  Smout.  Illustrations  by  David  Mitchell.  John  Donald 
Publishers,  Edinburgh,  1986.  274  pages;  54  line-drawings.  Paperback, 
£7.50. 

A good  regional  avifauna  will  present  what  is  known  about  the  current  status  and  distribution 
of  each  species  in  the  region,  based  on  the  personal  experiences  of  the  author  and  of  the 
majority  of  the  active  birdwatchers  in  the  region,  not  only  for  the  rare  and  less  common,  but 
also  for  the  common  and  widespread  species;  it  will  preface  its  accounts  of  the  birds  with  a 
description  of  the  region,  in  terms  of  its  bird  habitats  and  birdwatching  sites.  A very'  good 
regional  avifauna  will  also  give  a succinct  account  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the 
status  and  distribution  of  each  species,  based  on  published  sources,  unpublished  papers,  and 
personal  recollections  of  the  older  birdwatchers;  it  will  give  the  impression  that  the  author  is  a 
Turnstone  not  a skimmer.  An  excellent  regional  avifauna  will,  in  addition,  be  well  printed, 
well  laid  out,  compact,  and  inexpensive;  it  will  be  skilfully  written,  to  be  as  interesting  to  read 
as  it  is  useful  to  consult. 

On  these  criteria,  Mrs  Smout’s  avifauna  of  Fife  is  excellent. 

Fife  is  a small  but  varied  Region,  with  some  excellent  birding,  to  which  this  book  does  full 
justice.  The  text  is  both  authoritative  and  entertaining.  It  is  nicely  supported  by  David 
Mitchell's  illustrations.  One  can  see  at  a glance  the  distribution  ofbirds  in  the  Region  from  the 
‘Atlas’  maps  for  both  breeding  and  wintering  birds.  One  can  discover  the  precise  locations  of 
places  mentioned  in  the  text  from  the  gazetteer  in  the  book,  which  gives  national  grid 
references.  One  can  find  the  sources  that  Mrs  Smout  has  used,  both  published  and 
unpublished  papers,  in  the  bibliography,  which  tells  one  where  to  get  hold  of  the  less  easily 
accessible  items.  And  there  is  a good  index  at  the  back  of  the  book. 

Apart  from  the  occasional  typographical  error,  I can  find  nothing  to  criticise.  The  author 
and  publishers  deserve  the  thanks  both  of  the  residents  of ‘The  Kingdom  of  Fife’  and  of  those 
visitors  who  are  sensible  enough  not  only  to  bring  their  binoculars  to  the  Region,  but  also  to 
spend  the  modest  amount  required  to  purchase  this  book.  Jeremy  J.  D.  Greenwood 

Wildlife  2000:  modelling  habitat  relationships  of  terrestrial  verte- 
brates. Edited  by  Hared  Vemer,  M.  L.  Morrison  and  C.  J.  Ralph. 

University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  Madison  & London,  1986.  470  pages;  many 
figs.  $17.50. 

This  volume  presents  some  60  papers  from  an  October  1984  conference  in  California.  Most  are 
American  in  origin  and  about  half  are  predominantly  bird-oriented,  though  many  of  the  others 
can  be  read  profitably  by  ornithologists  interested  in  bird  habitat  relationships.  The  volume  is 
in  five  parts,  concerned  with  the  development,  testing  and  application  of  wildlife  models  (23 
papers),  biometric  approaches  to  modelling  (6  papers),  factors  constraining  modelling  (8 
papers),  and  the  effects  on  modelling  of  habitat  patchiness  and  fragmentation  (9  papers)  and 
of  vegetation  succession  (12  papers).  Additionally,  each  part  has  a concluding  overview  by  a 
researcher  and  by  a wildlife  manager. 

Part  I (development,  testing  and  applications)  presents  a spectrum  of  empirical  studies, 
including  work  on  Ruffed  Grouse  Bonasa  umbellus,  Sandhill  Crane  Crus  canadensis.  Mallard  Anns 
platyrhynchos , woodland  raptors,  and  songbirds.  A paper  by  Brush  & Stiles  is  notable  for 
showing  that  habitat  use  by  songbirds  was  determined  more  by  arthropod  distribution  than  by- 
habitat  structure,  whilst  three  papers,  those  by  Stauffer  & Best,  by  Laymon  & Reid,  and  by- 
Hamel,  Cost  & Sheffield,  address  the  frequently  ignored  question  of  the  optimum  scale  of 
fneasurement  to  use  in  describing  bird  habitat.  More  importantly,  perhaps,  the  section  is 
permeated  with  the  concepts  of  Habitat  Suitability  Index  (HSI),  Habitat  Capability  (HC) 
and  Wildlife  Habitat  Relationships  (WHR),  models  widely  used  in  the  United  States,  but 
virtually  unknown  in  Britain  (to  our  loss).  Part  1 1,  on  biometrics,  is  dominated  by  statistical 
issues,  but  Liverman’s  paper  on  the  Keyword  Census  Method  for  bird  habitat  study — 
essentially  a presence-absence  recording  of  selected  habitat  and  environmental  variables — 
looks  open  to  development  for  use  by  British  birdwatchers.  Part  1 1 1 reviews  how  variations  in 
animal  density  may  alter  density-habitat  functions  from  the  one-to-one  relationship  usually 
assumed.  Here  birds  dominate,  with  seven  of  the  eight  papers  describing  bird  studies.  Part  IV, 
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on  habitat  patchiness,  contains  much  on  birds  (7  of  9 papers),  including  a stimulating  paper  by 
Urban  & Shugart  on  the  extent  to  which  clutch  size  and  movement  of  birds  contribute  to 
the  stability  of  their  populations  in  habitat  patches  of  different  size.  Data  from  the  BTO’s 
Ornithological  Sites  Register  are  used  by  McLeHan,  Dobson,  Wilcove  & Lynch,  in  a 
comparison  ol  bird  communities  of  fragmented  forest  in  the  Old  and  New  Worlds.  Of  major 
significance  is  their  finding  that  there  exists  a critical  threshold  to  forest  size,  below  which  bird 
communities  abruptly  disintegrate.  The  final  Part  V contains  papers  largely  concerned  with 
integrating  wildlife  data  with  the  models  of  forest  growth  used  by  the  L’S  Department  of 
Agriculture  Forest  Service. 

I he  American  approach  to  wildlife  management  is  quite  different  from  that  prevalent 
amongst  European  ornithologists  researching  avian  habitat  relationships.  No  fewer  than  five 
separate  pieces  of  legislation  impose  population  management  and  sustainable  multi-use  yield 
requirements  on  wildlife  managers  in  the  USA,  and  the  law  does  not  allow  lack  of  research 
data  to  excuse  inaction  on  these  points.  The  result  has  been  to  concentrate  researchers’  and 
managers’  minds  on  the  identification  and  acquisition  of  approximate — but  usable — 
estimates  ol  key  data.  I his  is  apparent  throughout  the  present  volume,  where  just  two  papers 
refer  to  the  foliage  height  diversity  (FHD)  concept  still  mindlessly  used  in  Europe.  Instead, 
most  papers  address  one  or  more  of  the  three  roles  identified  for  conservation  models  by 
Salwasser  in  this  conference:  ( 1 ) as  explicit  rules  for  making  decisions,  (2)  as  applied  syntheses 
ol  the  state  of  knowledge,  and  (3)  as  expressions  of  linkages  between  causes  and  effects.  For 
American  wildlife  managers,  habitat  modelling  stands  or  falls  by  its  utility,  and  conceptional 
niceties  such  as  bird  species  diversity  (BSD)  or  FHD  contribute  nothing  to  the  maintenance  of 
vulnerable  populations  of  the  Least  Gasbill  or  whatever.  There  is  much  food  here  for  thought 
by  European  birdwatchers.  Raymond  J.  O'Connor 
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Alike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds' 


Flamingos  in  Andalucia  Europe’s  second- 
largest  colony  of  Greater  Flamingos  Phoeni- 
copterus  ruber  is  at  the  Fuente  de  Picdra, 
Malaga,  in  Andalucia.  The  1986  population 
was  estimated  at  7,500  pairs.  The  Director  of 
the  Reserve  at  Fuente  de  Piedra  (which  is 
wardened  and  fenced,  to  exclude  human 
beings  and  predators)  writes  to  tell  us  that 
‘ . . . on  several  occasions  this  year  (1986) 
foreign  ornithologists  have  been  found  inside 
the  fence,  ignoring  both  signs  and  the  fence 
itself.  Fortunately  no  damage  to  the  colony 
has  yet  resulted  ...  I would  therefore  be  most 
grateful  if  you  could  publicise  ...  a call  for 
restraint  by  visiting  ornithologists  from  your 
country.’  We  do  so,  gladly,  just  in  case  any 
British  birdwatchers  were  involved — but  for 
‘restraint’  we  would  substitute  ‘keep  out  . It 
is  hoped  that  an  observation  hide  will  be 
provided  during  the  1987  season. 


Heligoland  A significant  contribution  to 
the  literature  of  one  of  Europe's  most  famous 
ringing  stations  is  Bird  Ringing  on  Heligoland 
from  1930  to  1944,  by  Hans  Bub  and  Margar- 
etha  Klings,  in  collaboration  with  Ursula 
Schwalenberg.  This  is  an  English  translation 
of  the  German  original  ( 1981 ),  and  copies  are 
available  from  the  translator.  Don  Worsfold. 
36  Selwyn  Drive,  St  Peter's.  Broadstairs. 
Kent  CT10  2.SU  (price  £2  + 30p  postage).  As  a 
historical  account,  this  is  immensely  useful 
and  interesting.  It  also  includes  photographs 
of  what  was  presumably  the  only  bird 
observatory  ever  to  be  bombed  by  the  RAF. 

Atlas  1988  Hard  on  the  heels  of  the  publi- 
cation of  The  Wintering  Atlas  comes  a reminder 
that  fieldwork  for  the  next  British  and  Irish 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  will  commence  in 
1988.  We  will  all  be  hearing  more  of  this,  of 
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course — but  our  aim  here  is  to  bring  to  your 
attention  the  fact  that  the  projected  cost  of 
this  major  new  task  is  £100,000,  and  that  the 
BTO  has  established  a fund  to  help  to  raise 
this  sum.  So  how  about  it,  you  BB  readers? 
£25  will  pay  for  the  coverage  of  a complete 
10-km  square  . . . Donations,  please,  to  the 
BTO  Atlas  Fund,  Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Hert- 
fordshire HF23  5NR. 


County  twitcher  Which  well-known 
British  ornithologist  has  been  birdwatching 
in  every  single  county  in  Britain  and  Ireland? 
Answer  on  page  131. 


OBC  2nd  AGM  Judging  by  the 
attendance  (100  members)  at  the 
Annual  General  Meeting  in  Fins- 
bury Library,  London  EC  l,  on 
Saturday  13th  December  1986, 
— ) the  Oriental  Bird  Club  continues 
to  thrive.  Talks  included  an 
account  of  the  birds  and  mammals 
of  Pakistan  by  Tom  Roberts,  bird 
habitats  and  conservation  in 
Bhutan  by  Andy  Clements,  the 
IUCN/ICBP/IWRB  Asian  Wetlands  Inven- 
tory by  Derek  Scott,  and  the  Southampton 
University  expeditions  to  study  bird 
migration  over  Ladakh  by  Charles  Williams. 
I he  enthusiasm  of  OBC  members  was  very 
striking:  almost  everybody  seemed  either  to 
have  just  returned  from  a trip  to  some  exotic 
place,  or  was  due  to  depart  in  weeks  if  not 
days  for  India  or  beyond.  For  details  of  the 
Club,  write  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedford- 
shire SG19  2DI..  ( JTRS ) 


Act  reviewed  In  reviewing  the  non-bird 
parts  of  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act, 
1981,  five  years  after  its  inception,  the  Nature 
Conservancy  Council  has  recommended  to 
the  Department  of  the  Environment  that  32 
species  of  animals  need  further  protection, 
including  common  dormouse  Muscardinus 
avellanarius , pine  marten  Maries  martes , wild 
cat  Felis  silvestris  and  all  species  of  whales, 
dolphins  and  marine  turtles.  The  same 
applies  to  31  rare  and  threatened  species  of 
plants.  Further  recommendations  are  that 
the  protection  of  terrestrial  reptiles  should  be 
extended  to  cover  intentional  killing  and 
injuring,  that  there  should  be  full  protection 
for  four  fish  species — including  the  basking 
shark  Cetorhinus  maximus — and  that  trade  in 
rare  and  declining  British  butterflies  should 
be  monitored.  These  all  seem  very  sensible — 
let  us  hope  that  the  DoE  thinks  so  too,  and 
takes  the  appropriate  action. 


Appeals  news  By  early  December  1986,  the 
Royal  Society  for  Nature  Conservation  was 
able  to  announce  that  the  British  Wildlife 
Appeal  had  raised  £3,000,000  in  just  over  a 
year — a fine  achievement  when  we  consider 
that  its  target  is  £10,000,000  in  five  years. 
Around  the  same  time,  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Birds’  Eric  Morecambe 
Appeal  passed  the  £1,000,000  mark — two- 
thirds  of  the  way  to  its  target.  Congratula- 
tions are  due  to  all  concerned.  It  restores 
one’s  sometimes  flagging  faith  in  human 
nature  to  know  that  so  many  people  are 
prepared  to  help  pay  the  enormous  costs  of 
wildlife  conservation. 

BES  Awards  The  British  Ecological 
Society’s  Travelling  Fellowships,  awarded  in 
November  1986,  include  one  with  ornitho- 
logical content — to  Dr  Michael  de  Leighton 
Brooke  of  the  Department  of  Zoology  at 
Cambridge,  who  is  ofT to  Gough  Island  in  the 
South  Atlantic  to  study  the  night-vision 
abilities  of  petrels.  Awards  under  the  Small 
Ecological  Projects  Grants  Scheme  include 
Dr  Stephen  Ormerod  and  Dr  Stephanie 
Tyler,  who  are  assessing  the  fledgling 
survival  of  Dippers  Cinclus  cinclus  and  stream 
acidification  (a  joint  RSPB/UWIST  pro- 
ject); Dr  Terry  Burke  (University  of 
Leicester),  who  is  to  study  feeding  ecology, 
social  behaviour  and  winter  survival  of  Corn 
Buntings  Miliaria  calandra  on  North  Uist;  and 
Kevin  Roberts  (RSPB)  for  a wildfowl  study 
in  the  Lea  Valley  complex,  northeast  of 
London.  There  is  still  time  to  make  an 
application  for  1987  grants:  write  for  forms 
and  information  to  the  BES,  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  London  wivoi.q. 

Honour  for  H.  M.  Dobinson  Congratula- 
tions are  due  for  Humphrey  Dobinson,  one  of 
the  founders  of  Cape  Clear  Bird  Observatory 
and  an  active  BTO  ringer  and  censuser,  who 
was  created  an  MBE  in  November.  BB 
readers  will  probably  recall  his  book  giving  a 
grounding  in  basic,  constructive  birdwatch- 
ing, surveys  and  census  techniques:  Bird 
Count  (1976),  reviewed  in  British  Birds  (71: 
42-43).  It  comes  as  no  surprise,  therefore,  to 
learn  that  his  investiture  as  an  MBE  was  in 
recognition  ofhis  work  in  education. 


Mountain  plateau  study  Beginning  in 
spring  1987,  the  Nature  Conservancy 
Council  is  fielding  a major  new  research 
project  to  investigate  the  ecology  of  Britain’s 


News  and  comment 


131 


mountain  plateaux.  Apart  from  the  general 
interest  of  suc  h a study,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
results  will  prove  valuable  in  protecting  this 
Iragile  habitat  from  the  increasing  number  of 
threats  with  which  it  is  faced.  Although  much 
ol  the  effort  will  concentrate  on  plants  and 
invertebrates,  birds  will  not  be  forgotten.  It  is 
hoped  to  look  in  detail  at  the  breeding 
biologies  ol  Dotterels  Charadnus  morinellus 
and  Ptarmigans  Lagopus  mutus  on  the  Cairn- 
gorm, Drumochter  and  Glenshee  hills,  where 
teams  of  fieldworkers  will  be  stationed 
throughout  the  summer.  {Contributed by  Hector 
Galbraith ) 

BTO  Annual  Conference  1986  More  than 
350  members  of  the  BTO  forgathered  on 
Friday  5th  December  to  the  welcoming  log 
fires  at  the  Hayes  Conference  Centre  in 
Swanwick,  Derbyshire,  for  their  Annual 
Conference,  and  were  entertained  that  first 
evening  by  Margaret  Ridgway,  who  told  and 
showed  how  she  and  her  late  husband, 
Richard,  set  up  the  Kilcolman  Wildfowl 
Refuge  in  Co.  Cork  and  the  difficulties  they 
faced  in  maintaining  it. 

Next  morning,  the  18th  Witherby 
Memorial  Lecture  was  presented  by  Dr 
Hilary  Fry,  flown  home  from  Oman  specially 
for  this  purpose  by  courtesy  of  British 
Caledonian.  Entitled  ‘The  bee-eaters',  this 
proved  to  be  an  authoritative,  as  well  as  a 
most  amusing,  talk  on  the  taxonomy  of  the  18 
species  in  that  most  colourful  family.  His 
excellent  illustrations  persuaded  most  of  us, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  President, 
that  they  were  indeed  ‘prettier  than  the 
herons’! 

The  theme  for  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
ference was  ‘Of  woods  and  birds’,  consisting 
of  five  talks  on  this  most  important  habitat 
and  two  on  typical  woodland  species  groups. 
Steve  Petty  used  his  expertise  as  a forester  to 
describe  the  changing  bird  communities  in 
upland  conifer  plantations  at  varying  stages 
of  maturity,  whilst  Tim  Stowe  spoke  of  the 
more  traditional  and  ancient  oakwoods  in  the 
west  of  Britain,  many  of  which  are  threatened 
by  owners  seeking  quick  financial  gain.  Chris 
du  Feu’s  obvious  enthusiasm  for  his  long- 
term ringing  study  in  Treswell  Wood,  near 
Nottingham,  with  which  he  had  had  more 
than  a little  guidance  from  an  ex-President  of 
the  Trust,  made  his  talk  most  absorbing,  and 
Rob  Fuller,  Head  of  the  BTO’s  Populations 
Research  Section,  gave  a polished  and  in- 
formative exposition  on  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  for  birds  in  the  various  types 


of  coppicing  practised  in  English  woods. 

But  the  surprise  packet  for  most  of  the 
audience,  and  a very  pleasant  surprise  tot), 
was  Elizabeth  Hamilton’s  vivid  description 
of  the  marvellous  work  being  done  by  The 
Woodland  Trust,  which  now  owns  and 
preserves  3,000  ha  of  this  beautiful,  but  alas 
ever-decreasing,  element  of  our  landscape. 
The  conference  ended  after  Dr  Alan  Knox 
and  Dr  Ken  Smith  had  given  fascinating 
talks  on  their  work  studying  crossbills  Loxia 
and  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers  Dendrocopos 
major  respectively. 

At  the  AGM,  the  President  explained  the 
exciting  plans  for  the  proposed  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  Trust’s  HQ  in  new  quarters  in 
Tring,  and  the  appointment  of  Dr  Mike 
Moser  as  Development  Director  to  expand 
its  main  aim  of ‘Researching  Britain’s  Birds’. 
Susan  Gowdy  was  the  very  popular  recipient 
of  the  fourth  Jubilee  Medal,  and  Mike  Boddy 
was  presented  with  the  Bernard  Tucker 
Medal  for  1986  at  the  Annual  Dinner. 
( Contributed  by  Major  Geojfrey  Mutms) 

The  British  Birds  mystery  photographs 
competition  was  again  run  at  the  invitation  of 
the  BTO.  Announcing  to  the  whole  confer- 
ence that  it  was  Tim  Sharrock’s  birthday, 
Tim  Davis  requested  over  100  entries  as  a 
birthday  present;  conference  participants 
responded  with  121  entries  (and  not  one 
‘silly’  one  this  year).  A total  of  21  (the  most 
ever)  was  all-correct,  with  each  of  the  five 
photographs  identified  correctly,  these  being 
submitted  by  Duncan  Brooks,  Tim  Collins. 
Tim  Dixon,  David  Glaves,  David  Grieve, 
Ken  Hall,  Chris  Harbard.  David  Jardine, 
Robert  Kirk,  Oonagh  McGary.  John 
Marchant,  Henry  Mayer-Gross,  S.  J. 
Ormerod,  Simon  Roddis,  Chris  Rose. 
Malcolm  Ross,  Dr  Moss  Taylor,  Dr 
Stephanie  Tyler,  P.  A.  Whittington.  Roger 
G.  Williams  and  Steve  Woolfall.  The  draw 
was  won  by  Ken  Hall,  who  was  presented 
with  the  traditional  bottle  of  champagne  by 
Erika  Sharrock. 

County  twitcher:  the  answer 
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Change  of  Recorder  R.  Goater,  4 
Dunrossie  Crescent,  Taycock,  Montrose. 
Angus  DD10  9LT,  has  taken  over  from  N.  K. 
Atkinson  as  Recorder  for  Tayside  (Angus, 
City  of  Dundee). 
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Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  December 
1986  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Unsettled  westerly  weather  continued  on 
from  November,  with  temperatures  remain- 
ing well  above  freezing.  High  pressure 
nearby  to  the  south  fed  depression  tracks  to 
the  north,  and  one  intense  low  on  1 5th  nearly 
broke  the  lowest  recorded  pressure  for  the 
North  Atlantic.  A short  period  of  anticy- 
clonic  weather  from  20th  to  23rd  did  bring 
some  cold  northerlies  and  frosty  nights,  but 
the  westerlies  returned  to  continue  the  mild 
weather  to  the  close  of  the  year. 


Wildfowl 

The  month  was  remarkable  only  for  the 
paucity  of  unusual  birds,  the  majority  of 
rarities  being  November  (or  earlier)  finds 
settling  down  for  the  winter.  Amongst  these 
can  be  counted  the  Red-breasted  Goose 
Branla  ruficollis  near  Felixstowe  (Suffolk),  a 
Brent  Goose  B.  bemicla  of  the  race  nigricans  at 
Le  Hocq,  Jersey,  Channel  Islands,  from  20th 
November,  the  Ring-necked  Duck  Aylhya 
collaris  at  Frimley  (Surrey),  drake  Surf 
Scoters  Melanitta  perspicillata  in  Spey  Bay 
(Grampian)  and  Fargo  Bay  (Fife),  and  a 
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drake  King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  in  the 
lay  Estuary  (Fife/ layside)  from  mid 
November.  Also  in  this  category  were 
American  Wigeons  Anas  americana  on  the 
Hayle  (Cornwall),  at  fringford  Reservoir 
(Hertfordshire),  two  on  Hanningfield 
Reservoir  (Essex),  and  one  at  Loch  Loy  near 
Nairn  (Highland),  but  a fresh  find  was  a 
young  drake  in  Nigg  Bay  (Highland)  from 
mid  month,  while  another  met  an  untimely 
end  when  shot  in  Co.  Wexford.  A Teal  A. 
crecca  ol  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis  was  at 
Tain  (Highland)  on  6th,  while  also  in 
northeast  Scotland  an  American  Black 
Duck  A.  rubripes  appeared  on  Loch  Loy  on 
16th  November.  Potentially,  bird  of  the 
month  was  a fine  drake  Falcated  Duck  A. 
Jalcata  at  W’elney  (Norfolk)  which  arrived 
mid  month  with  good  credentials  in  the  form 
ol  1 (),()()()  Wigeons  A.  penelope,  and  left  after 
only  one  day,  but  of  course  the  origins  of 
‘vagrant’  wildfowl  are  always  open  to  some 
question.  Similar  doubts  must  hangover  two 
Red-crested  Pochards  Nelta  rufina  at  Fen 
Drayton  (Cambridgeshire)  in  November, 
and  three  on  Narf'ord  Lake  (Norfolk).  A 
drake  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca  at  St 
Ouen’s  Pond,  Jersey,  from  15th  November 
onwards  was  a new  island  record,  whilst  the 
one  at  Ditchford  (Northamptonshire)  re- 
mained into  December.  A Snow  Goose  Anser 
caerulescens  appeared  in  November  with  6,000 
Pink-footed  Geese  A brachyrhynchus  at 
Morton  and  Cameron  Reservoir  (Fife),  and 
the  same  species  was  at  Vane  Farm  (Tay- 
side)  and  Dornoch  Firth  (Highland)  in 
December.  The  lack  of  any  prolonged 
wintery  spells  encouraged  Bewick’s  Swans 
Cygnus  columbianus  to  remain  on  the 
Continent:  the  wildfowl  count  on  the  Ouse 
W ashes  (Cambridgeshire/Norfolk)  on  15th 
produced  a low  total  of  about  2,500,  while 
only  220  had  reached  Slimbridge  (Glouces- 
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tershire)  by  Christmas.  Similarly,  numbers 
of  White-fronted  Geese  A.  albifrons  there 
reached  only  1,400.  By  contrast,  Whooper 
Swans  C.  cygnus  totalled  a record  500  or  more 
on  the  Ouse  W ashes. 

Great  Northern  Divers  Gavia  immer  re- 
mained inland  from  November  at  Bclvide 
Reservoir  (Staffordshire)  and  Chew  Valley 
Lake  (Avon),  and  yet  another  was  at  nearby 
Cheddar  Reservoir  (Somerset)  on  6th, 
together  with  a Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps 
grisegena.  Ten  Black-necked  Grebes  P. 
nigncollis  in  Blakcnev  Harbour  (Norfolk)  was 
a high  count  there. 

Seabirds 

The  Camel  Estuary  (Cornwall)  held  an  adult 
Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini  and  two  Ring- 
billed Gulls  L.  detawarensis  on  28th 
November,  and,  farther  west  in  Cornwall,  a 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  L.  Philadelphia  remained  at 
Newlyn,  and  the  Hayle  held  a few  Mediter- 
ranean Gulls  /,.  me/anocephalus  and  a further 
two  Ring-billed  Gulls.  Another  Ring-billed 
returned  to  winter  in  Roath  Park.  Cardiff 
(South  Glamorgan),  and,  earlier,  an  adult 
was  seen  on  Guernsey  on  51st  October.  On 
the  other  main  Channel  Island.  Jersey,  there 
were  at  least  four  first-winter  Mediterran- 
ean Gulls  on  20th  November.  The  New- 
castle (Tyne  & Wear)  Laughing  Gull  L. 
alricilla  continued  its  stay,  but  there  were 
very  few  reports  of  the  white-winged  gulls. 
Glaucous  L.  hyberboreus  and  Iceland  L. 
glaucoides. 

One  of  the  best  birds  of  the  month  was  a 
‘literally  alive  and  kicking"  Briinnich’s 
Guillemot  Uria  lomria  at  Kilmore  Quay  (Co. 
W exford)  on  24th  December. 

A couple  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius 
pomarinus  remained  in  the  Inverness  (High- 
land) area  early  in  the  month.  Numbers  of 
Cormorants  Pha/acrocorax  carbo  continue  to 
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increase  inland,  notable  counts  being  54  at 
Kye  Brook  Reservoir  (Leicestershire)  on  14th 
and  102  at  Attenborough  (Nottinghamshire) 
on  7th. 

Wading  birds 

A Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  found  at  Hurst 
Reservoir,  Glossop  (Derbyshire),  on  16th 
(plate  58)  was  the  latest  of  a series  this 
autumn,  the  one  at  Titchfield  (Hampshire) 
remaining  all  month,  with  a Spotted  Sand- 
piper Actitis  macularia  close  by,  and,  farther 
west,  a Bittern  Botaurus  slellaris  flew  over 
Broadstone  (Dorset)  on  19th  November. 

Late  Curlew  Sandpipers  Calidris  Jerrugi- 
Mwereat  W ick  (Highland)  on  16th  Novem- 
ber, and  two  at  Warsash  (Hampshire)  on 
20th  November.  Even  later  were  three  widely 
scattered  December  Dotterels  Charadrius 
morinellus,  on  Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  on  3rd,  at 
Cley  (Norlblk)  throughout,  and  on  the  Hayle 
mid  month.  An  Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta 
was  an  unexpected  find  at  Port  Meadow, 
Oxford  (Oxfordshire)  on  7th. 

Birds  of  prey 

Further  reports  from  the  Nov  ember  invasion 
of  Long-eared  Owls  Asia  otus  involved 
groups  of  up  to  seven  in  four  different  Orkney 
localities  from  22nd,  including  one  found  to 
be  wearing  a Swedish  ring,  confirming  their 
presumed  origin,  though  an  immature 
White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicil/a  at 
Munlochy  Bay  (Highland)  had  probably 
come  from  the  west. 


flew  down  the  Fden  Valley  at  Armathwaite 
(Cumbria)  on  15th  November,  while  its 
common  cousin,  a Buzzard  B.  buteo , shared  a 
wood  with  a Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus  near 
Brinkley  (Cambridgeshire)  in  early  Decem- 
ber, and  eight  Merlins  Falco  colurnbarius 
dashed  about  Horsey  (Norfolk)  on  6th. 

Last  of  the  summer  . . . 

Further  reports  of  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  to  add  to  the 
autumn’s  already-impressive  total  were  two 
at  Y Rhiw,  Pwllheli  (Gwynedd)  on  15th 
November  (together  with  a Pallas’s 
Warbler  P.  proregulus),  another  at  Chew 
Valley  Lake  also  on  15th,  one  at  W ick  the 
following  day,  and,  in  December,  one  at 
Thatcham  (Berkshire)  from  6th  to  at  least 
15th,  and  another  at  Charlcombe  near  Bath 
(Avon)  on  11th.  The  15th  November  was 
clearly  a special  day,  for,  in  addition  to  these 
Siberian  gems,  a Swift  Apus  apus  was  seen 
over  Skelton,  York  (North  Yorkshire),  and 
one  lucky  observer  connected  with  a Red- 
rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  at 
W illiamthorpe  (Derbyshire).  Six  Serins 


58.  Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis , Derbyshire,  December  1986  ( Steve  Young ) 
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Sennas  serinus  at  Pont  Marquet,  Jersey,  on  6th 
November  had  reduced  to  three  by  1st. 

After  a run  of  poor  winters,  numbers  of 
Shore  Larks  Eremophila  alpestris  show  signs  of 
improving,  with  16  on  Blakeney  Point  and 
30  at  Barmston  (Humberside).  Numbers  of 
Snow  Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis  also 
increased,  with  several  flocks  of  up  to  400  in 
Orkney  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  300  at 
Holkham  Gap  (Norfolk)  mid  month,  and 
over  700  on  the  Black  Isle  (Highland)  on  4th. 
Two  caught  at  Wick  were  wearing  Iceland 
rings,  while  inland  there  was  one  at  Rain- 
worth  (Nottinghamshire)  on  6th  and  7th. 
Back  on  15th  November,  there  was  an  excel- 
lent count  of97  Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius 


lapponicus on  Holy  Island  (Northumberland). 

Late  in  the  month  in  Norfolk  there  were 
indications  that  in  1987  we  might  expect  a 
few  more  of  that  exotic  brightener  of  short 
winter  days,  die  Waxwing  Bombycilla 
garmtus , for,  in  addition  to  singles  at 
Norwich,  Letheringsett  and  Salthouse,  nine 
spent  Christmas,  from  24th  to  27th,  at 
Wiveton,  and  one  appeared  as  far  west  as 
Bangor  (Co.  Down)  on  20th. 

Latest  news 

In  early  February,  Shetland  did  well  with 
the  Harlequin  Duck  Histrionicus  histriomcus 
still  at  Sullom  Voe,  where  it  had  arrived  in 
mid  January,  a Briinnich’s  Guillemot  at 
Burra  from  3rd  to  7th,  with  a second  picked 
up  dead  on  7th,  and  records  of  two  White- 
billed Divers  Gavia  adamsii  and  a King 
Eider.  Th  ree  Great  Bustards  Otis  tarda  were 
at  Kirton  (Suffolk)  on  7th,  while  two  (believed 
to  be  from  the  Suffolk  party)  appeared  at 
New  Buckenham  (Norfolk)  the  next  da\ . 
T here  were  still  some  Waxwings  around, 
including  four  at  Ipswich  (Suffolk).  In 
Cornwall,  a Franklin's  Gull  l Jirus  pipixcan 
at  Helston  flew'  on  to  Marazion. 


Monthly  marathon 

The  winner  of  this  competition  will  receive  as  his 
or  her  prize  a SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holi- 
day in  Africa,  North  America  or  Southeast  Asia. 
Even  after  that  Ghristmas-issue  bird  with  its  back 
to  the  camera  (Brit.  Birds  79:  682,  plate  359),  there 
are  still  some  50  competitors  with  every  one  identi- 
fied correctly.  The  answers  given  to  the  December 


poser  were: 

Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra  (79%) 

Redpoll  Carduelisflammea  (7%) 

Serin  Serinus  serinus  (6% ) 

Parrot  Crossbill  L.  pytyopsittacus  (2%) 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus  (2%) 


Sponsored  by 


Other  answers,  all  with  less  than  1%,  included  Merlin  Falco  columbarius,  Canary  Serinus  canaria. 
Siskin  Carduelis  spinus , Linnet  C.  cannabina,  Twite  C.  flaviroslris  and  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria 
calandra. 

The  correct  answer  was  Crossbill,  photographed  by  Roger  Tidman  in 
Suffolk  in  April  1982. 

We  anticipate  that  the  seventh  photograph,  which  appeared  in  January 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  40,  plate  21),  will  have  proved  to  have  been  the  hardest,  and 
will  have  knocked  out  many  of  the  leading  contenders.  We’ll  see  next 
month! 

It  is  not  too  late  to  start  now,  with  photograph  number  nine  which 
appears  below,  and  try  to  win  that  SUNBIRD  holiday. 


59.  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number9.  Identify  the  species.  Read  the  rules 
on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon, 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th  April  1987 
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This  book  is  a landmark  in  the  field.  It  will  long  stand  as  a 
substantial  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  Pacific  Island 
birds  At  least  as  important,  it  will  be  an  impetus  to  conserva- 
tion efforts  in  the  Pacific.” 

— C.  John  Ralph,  Research  Ecologist,  U.S.  Forest  Service 


A Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the 
Tropical  Pacific 


H.  Douglas  Pratt , Phillip  L.  Bruner ; 
and  Delwyn  G.  Berrett 
Illustrated  by  H.  Douglas  Pratt 

This  is  the  first  field  guide  to  the  identification  of  the  birds  of 
the  islands  of  the  tropical  Pacific,  including  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands, Fiji,  Samoa,  Tonga,  southeastern  Polynesia,  and  Micro- 
nesia. It  is  intended  both  as  a reference  for  the  expert  and  as  an 
introduction  to  birding  in  the  region  for  the  novice.  Small 
enough  to  be  carried  afield,  it  contains  much  previously  unpub- 
lished information  about  behavior,  vocalizations,  ecology,  and 
distribution.  The  forty-five  color  plates  depict  all  plumages  of  all 
bird  species  that  breed  in  the  islands,  as  well  as  of  those  that 
regularly  visit  them  and  the  surrounding  oceans,  and  of  most 
species  believed  to  be  extinct  on  the  islands.  Black-and-white 
figures  show  many  of  the  rarer  visitors. 

About  640  pages.  48  b&w  figs.,  45  color  plates.  14  maps. 

P:  $19.95.  C:  $50.00 

Prices  are  in  U.S.  dollars 

Order  from  your  local  bookseller  or  from 

Princeton  University  Press 

15A  Epsom  Road  Guildford  Surrey  GUI  3fT 
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ATLAS  FAUNAE 
SICILIAE  — AVES 

274  pages,  1 6 colour  plates, 

9 b/n  plates. 

Italian  with  English 
summaries. 

Appendices  include  an 
updated  Red  List  of  Sicilian 
Birds. 

Orders  to:  SOCIETA’ 
SICILIANADI  SCIENZE 
NATURALI  — VIA 
ARCHIRAFI 

1 8 — 901  23  PALERMO  — 1 
1 4,000  Italian  lire,  including 
postage  and  packing. 

(D132) 


BOKMAKIERIE 

the  popular  ornithological 
magazine  of  Southern  Africa 

Subscriptions  for 
Institutional  Membership 
£15.00  US$35.00 
Individual  Membership 
£12.00  US$25.00 
which  constitutes 
membership  of  the 
SOUTHERN  AFRICAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
and  you  will  also  receive  its 
scientific  journal 

THE  OSTRICH 
Write  to  P O.  Box  87234, 
Houghton,  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  2041 


- QUERCUS 
NEST  BOXES 


Hand  crafted  from  English  Hardwood  Logs 

Twenty  different  styles  to  suit  all 
hole  nesting  birds 


Blue  tit,  Great  tit.  Nuthatch, 
Starling,  Robin,  Wagtail, 
Sparrow,  £3.95  EA,  inc.  P&P, 
Minimum  order  two  boxes. 


SPRING  OFFER  — 6 of  the  above  £1 9.95 


FREE  BROCHURE  and 
details  of  large  range  of 
boxes  e g.  House  Martin 
£5,  Jackdaw  £6,Kestrel, 
Tawny  Owl  £8  — available 
on  request  to: 

QUERCUS’,  Willow  Road,  WHITSTABLE, 

Kent  CT5  3DW 

(D147) 


DUTCH 

BIRDING 

Quarterly  journal 
for  every  keen 
birder! 

□ Excellent  papers  on  identification , 
distribution,  movements  and 
behaviour  of  Palearctic  birds. 

□ Latest  news  on  rare  birds  in  the 
Netherlands  and  Belgium. 

□ In  English  or  with  English  summaries. 

□ Well  produced  with  numerous  high 
quality  photographs. 

For  information  write  to: 

Dutch  Birding,  Postbus  5611, 
1007  AP  Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 

D774 


(D665) 


Subscribers  to  Dutch  Birding  can  claim  25%  off  a British 
Birds  subscription 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.00  a line— average  of  6 words 
£8.00  a centimetre — 
min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 
£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 
Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 
above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 

Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


Sponsors  of  ‘Bird  Illustrator 


NATURAL 

HISTORY 

BOOK 

SERVICE 


of  the  Year ’ 


British  Birds 


is  most  grateful  to  the  Natural 
History  Book  Service  and 
Zeiss  West  Germany  for  their 
support. 

Sponsors  of  the  Rarities 
Committee 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


HOU  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TIPS 

ABERGLASLYN  PASS,  Snov.donia.  Cosy 
Welsh  cottage.  Perfect  retreat  on  60  acre  private 
estate  by  River  Glasiyn.  Modern  amenities 
Telephone.  Garage.  Stickley,  9 King  Charles 
Road,  Halesowen  B62  0DP.  (BB1 10) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  Lochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  Lochdon,  Isle  of 

MuU.  Tel:  068  02  486.  (BB1I1) 

CUMBRIA.  Small  detached  bungalow  sleeps  4. 
near  Leighton  Moss  R.S.l’.B.  Hawkshead  apart- 
ments s/c  in  large  mansion,  sleeps  4/7.  All  lake 
views.  Mrs  Haddow,  Broom riggs.  Hawkshead. 
Ambleside,  Cumbria  1.A22  0JX.  Tel:  0966  628(1. 

(BB1 13) 

CEDARWOOD  CHALET,  i bedrooms.  2 
bathrooms,  sauna,  sleeps  8.  In  woodland  setting 
4 miles  from  Loch  Garten.  Crested  and  other  tits 


regularly  seen  in  garden.  Buckley  , 3 Hoy  Place. 
Thurso,  Scotland.  I I 847  63912.  (BBlIti 
CLEY.  3 Quality  cote.  ■ , (sleep  4.  6 and  6 + 2 ) 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BBI12) 

LAWNS  HOTEL,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Bargain 
breaks  of  two  days  inc:  B B & I)  £34  onl\  . Tel: 
0263  713390.  (BBI18) 

CORNWALL.  Overlooking  Mounts  Bav  & Si 


Michael's  Mount.  All  bedrooms  en-suite.  colour 
I V.  tcamakers.  Central  heating,  licensed,  private 
car  park.  B&B  from  £9.5(1.  SAE  or  telephone 
Glenlcigh  Hotel.  Mara/.ion.  Cornwall  (0736 
710308).  (BB1 19) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Keeper’s  House  Private  Hotel. 
Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  984  621. 
Small,  secluded  country  hotel  of  charm  and 
character,  with  warm  friendly  atmosphere,  set 
in  2 acres.  Wholesome  fresh  food,  vegetarian 
dishes  available.  Unspoilt  walks,  wonderful 
birdw  atching,  touring,  golf.  CH,  electric  blankets. 
H&C,  tea  making  facilities.  RAC.  Taste  of 
Scotland.  Guest  aceom.  DB  & B from  £93  weekly. 

(BB120) 

SLAPTON  — well  equipped,  self-contained 
w ing/bungalow  in  V2  acre.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  v iew  . 
From  £65  per  week.  Tel:  0548  580952.  Hillcrest, 
Wood  Lane,  Slapton,  Devon.  (BB122) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  SPA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  v.e  oiler  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BBI25) 

SOUTH  PEMBROKESHIRE  COAST.  Flats, 
cottage,  sleeping  4-7,  beautiful  location,  fully 
equipped,  colour  TV,  central  heating.  WTB 
award  winners.  Open  all  year.  Bargain  winter 
breaks  available.  Fairhaven  Holiday  Cottages. 
37  Stuart  Road,  Gillingham.  Kent  ME7  4AD. 
Tel:  0634  570157.  (BB126) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary's.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  BBI28) 
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BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Heritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  5 015  1AT.  (BB1 17) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 

BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 


DUNBAR 

Comfortable  Guest  House 
Ideally  situated  for  Firth  of  Forth 
B.B.  £8.50 
Mrs  Hickman 

Telephone:  0368  64004  (Bf$52) 

POOLE  HARBOUR,  Arne,  Radipole.  Private 
licensed  hotel  in  own  grounds,  direct  access 
woodland,  open  fires,  central  heating,  private 
facilities.  Good  food  & warm  welcome  by  resident 
proprietors.  Golf  300  yds.  Excellent  centre  for 
country,  coast  & rivers.  Open  all  year,  children  & 
pets  welcome.  Fairlight  Hotel,  Broadstone  BH  18 
8BE.  Tel:  0202  6943  i 6.  (BB 103) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes,  SAE  please:  Tourist 

Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 

BETWEEN  KENDAL/WINDERMERE.  17th 
century  manor  house  in  own  grounds  overlooking 
River  Kent.  Dinner,  B&B,  £19  per  person.  SAE 
for  details:  Aitken,  High  Hundhowe,  Kendal. 

(BB887) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (T  ourisl  Board 
recommended.)  H.  & C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB31) 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Sleeps  4,  all  mod  cons,  £65-£95 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Tel:  Gerrards  Cross 
(0753)883082.  (BB41) 

LLEYN/SNOWDONIA.  Period  stone  cottages, 
sleep  5-8.  Heating,  fires,  TV.  Own  lakes,  woods, 
fishing,  birds.  Privacy.  Brochure.  Glasfryn  Estate, 
nr  Pwllheli.  Tel:  076  688  203.  (BB4) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  fire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  + B from  £4.50,  B+B  from  £6.50. 
Bird  nev,'s.  Liz  Harris,  Cley  (0263)  740243. 

(BB95) 


WELLS  4 miles.  Modernised  flint  cottage  at 
Binham.  Sleeps  4-6.  Children  and  pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year,  CH,  TV,  carport.  Tel:  0883  715579. 

(BB37) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby  Tel: 
064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite,  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillv.’alking,  fishing  and  birdvratching.  Splen- 
did view's  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New'  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kyle  IV40  8PB.  Tel: 
047  862  222  or  226.  ' (BB92) 

LANDS  “END.  17th  Century  farmhouse  s/c. 
Sleeps  6-8.  £70-250.  Brochure  0736  87  242. 

(BB93) 

HEBRIDEAN  COTTAGE  — H arris.  All  year. 
£40-£100.  Mrs  J.  O’Donovan,  Glenmore  Lodge, 
Aviemore,  Inverness-shire.  047  986  284. 

(BB106) 

BEAUTIFUL  600  ACRE  ISLAND,  Loch 
Sunart,  near  Mull.  Comfortable  cottage,  sleeps 
7-9.  Plentiful  wildlife.  Boating,  walking,  fishing. 
£100  to  £135  p.w.  Motorboat  £50  p.w.  Not 
available  July  18  to  Aug.  30.  Phone  0742  890720. 
Milward,  Barlow  Woodseats,  Sheffield  S18 
5SE.  (BB105) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves.  Shipyard  Studio,  marsh  views, 
sleeps  5.  East  House,  Wells.  0328  710408. 

(BB107) 

ISLE  OF  JURA.  These  holiday  homes  arc 
situated  in  the  grounds  of  one  of  Scotlands  oldest 
Distilleries.  They  are  central  to  the  island  life  in 
Craighouse,  convenient  for  bill  walking,  bird- 
watching, photographing  the  red  deer  and  otters, 
or  just  relaxing.  Two  homes  each  sleeping  5 
people,  open  Jan-Dcc  price  £90-£l25  plus 
electricity.  Tel:  Jura  240.  (BB108) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  close  harbour,  c.h. 
garden,  parking,  5 plus  cot.  4 Bell’s  Court,  Clastic 
Street,  Cam  bridge  660 14.  (BB73) 

LITTLE  WALSINGHAM,  Cottage,  5 plus  cot, 
garden,  parking,  4 Bell’s  Court,  Castle  Street, 
Cambridge  660 14.  (BB74) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset,  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305)  772268. 

(BB75) 
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NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 

cottage.  4 miles  Blakeney.  Sleeps  4.  Tel:  032875 
539.  (BB874) 

I ISLE  OF  COLONSAY  HOTEL,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (private  bath)  from  £25. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  095  12  316.  (BB747) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Award-winning  cottages 
in  beautiful  rural  location.  Sleeps  2-6.  Pets 
welcome.  Brochure:  Mrs  Woodruff,  Cilrhiw, 
Narberlh.  Tel:  083  483  657.  (BB16) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 

1 Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Phone 
Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations.  (BB673) 
CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemorc. 

1 Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB900) 

WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Warm  welcome. 
B&B/EM  optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and 
coffee  facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award. 
Pets  welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Northlield 
Lane.  Pel:  0328  710381.  (BB909) 

A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 

countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  ol 
South-West  Scotland  are  within  easy  reach.  Full 
colour  brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B),  Douglas 
House,  Newton  Stewart  1)G8  6DQ.  Tel:  0671 
2549.  (BB55) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries. 
6 miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. ( )pen  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Perfect 
situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming  village. 
Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at  Gruinart. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba  Holiday 
Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll. 
Tel:  049 685/208.  (BB791) 

ORCHARD  HOUSE,  THORNHAM,  N.W. 
Norfolk.  B&B  (opt  EM)  and  self-catering 
accommodation.  Delightfully  situated  for  all 
reserves.  I el:  (048526)  259.  (BB954) 

OUTER  HEBRIDES.  Bed,  breakfast,  evening 
meal.  Patricia  Wotherspoon,  Lasquair,  Loch- 
boisdale,  Isle  of  South  Llist.  Tel:  087  84  497. 

(BB97) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A 
great  variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspec- 
ted. Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get 
our  free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holi- 
days, 22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34 
1BN.  Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB2) 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Hunworth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BBI 1) 
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South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

■ Set  in  coastal 
preservation  area  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty 

■ Adjoining  N T land  and  near'several  N T 
houses  ■ Easy  reach  Historic  Plymouth 

■ Good  walking,  riding,  sailing,  fishing 
and  diving  ■ Bird-watching  and  wildlife 

■ Minimum  commercialisation  ■ Personal 
attention  ■ Corporate 
members  of  R S.P  B 

Colour  brochure  from 

(0752)  862382  (24hr). 
Churchwood, 
Wembury  Bay, 
Plymouth, 

.Devon  PL9  0DZ.- 


VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching,  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  Flane- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  £35. 
Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  ( BB  18) 

EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avocets.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  CH,  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  welcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pytte  House,  Clyst  St  George, 
Devon.  Pel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 

KITE  COUNTRY.  Cambrian  Mountains. 
Comfortable  converted  barn  adjoining  farm- 
house on  40  acre  farm  in  secluded  valley.  Sleeps 
six.  Splendid  views.  Brochure:  Mo  Le  Bek,  Cwm 
Dulas,  Llanddewi  Brcfi,  Tregaron,  Dyfed  SY‘25 
6PF.  Tel:  Tregaran  8838.  (BB26) 


ANGLESEY.  Holy  Island.  Ideal  venue  for  Club 
or  Group  field  trip  or  holiday.  Accom  for  20  with 
all  mod  cons.  Wholesome  food  or  self-catering. 
In  AONB  300  m from  coast,  close  S.  Stack  and 
other  excellent  sites.  Ian  and  Maggie  Wright. 
Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB5) 


BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crowden, 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham.  Suffolk. 
Tel:  W'estleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

EDGE  LOCH  GARTEN  RESERVE.  Spacious 
mobile  home.  2 bedrooms,  shower,  WC,  elec,  gas, 
private  bumside  site.  6-8  berths.  Pott,  Tulloch 
Moor,  Nethybridge  PH'25  3EF.  Tel:  047  983  227. 

(BB10) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col.  TV',  full  c.h.  Send  for  col. 
brochure/ tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on 
selected  dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  by  Garve,  Rossshire.  Tel:  085  483  234. 

(BB60) 
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The  Park  Hotel 

West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061-625  9319 

(BB25) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  Si. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors, Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  c|uay  and  town — licensed — in-room  lea 
and  codec  making  facilities- — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  lor  details  or 
telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720  22327. 

(BB9I5) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201 . ( BB962) 

OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GH  od'ers  BB:  £6.50;  I)BB:  £10.75  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £18  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £12  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  write:  Locheil, 
Boat  ol  Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983  603. 

(BB98) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm 
self-catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 CH  Hats  in 
16thC  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB938) 

DERBYSHIRE/PEAK  DISTRICT.  Self- 
catering properties.  Personally  inspected.  Rural 
Vacations  Ltd,  Pipworth  Lane,  Eckington, 
Sheffield  S.31  9EY.  Tel:  0246  432202.  (BB32) 

NEAR  ST  DAVIDS.  3 comfortable  self-catering 
cottages.  WTB  Special  Award.  Brochure:  L.  J. 
Rickards,  West  Lodge  Farm,  But terhill,  St 
Ishmaels,  Haverfordwest.  Tel:  Dale  514.  (BB63) 

ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  for  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches. 
Otters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House, 
Islcol  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  (BB66) 


DUNWICH.  Holiday  cottage,  sea  'A  mile, 
overlooking  marshes,  sleeps  6 plus  2 children. 
Ideally 'Situated  for  Minsmere  and  surrounding 
countryside.  Fully  -furnished  and  equipped 
personally  supervised.  £20.00  per  day.  Reduced 
rales  for  March-October.  Dogs  allowed,  car. 
parking.  Details  from  R.  Green,  53  Albany  Road, 
West  Bergholt,  Colchester  COG  3LB.  Tel:  0206 
241716.  ' (BB71) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Sallhouse.  River  Glavcn 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB72) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 

CLEY.  Daily  trips  to  seal  island  and  Blakeney 
Point  Bird  Reserve.  Temple  Cley  740  791.  Bed- 
breakfast.  Temple  Cley  740  264.  (BB38) 

AUTHENTIC  GYPSY  CARAVAN.  Beauti- 
fully sited  on  private  (Lack  District)  nature 
reserve.  Frahm,  Haybridge,  Bouth,  Ulverston, 
Cumbria  (022986)412.  (BB68) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale,  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skores,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

SUTHERLAND,  LOCH  FLEET.  Warm,  com- 
fortable, clean  house,  sleeps  seven.  McCall, 
Culmaily  Farm,  Golspie  KW10  6 FA.  Tel:  04083 
3275.  (BB905) 

SELF-CATERING  COTTAGE  in  Yell,  Shet- 
land 0957  22 1 6.  ( BB  131) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB961 ) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
eoltages,  col  TV,  gas,  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  C.R3  OSH.  Tel:  Upper 
Warlingham  (088-32)  2013.  (BB688) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndalc 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942.(BB91 1) 

DARTMOUTH— relaxing  holidays,  beautiful 
River  Dart,  National  Trust  coast  and  Dartmoor. 
Choice  ol  lully  self-contained  properties. 
Brochure:  Powell,  20  South  Town,  Dartmouth. 
Tel:  2638.  (BB950) 
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COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  b.  Fully  equipped,  sell- 
catering,  available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.F.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  60b  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
Iamdon  KC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

15thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Here- 
ford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices,  Log  fires,  GH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Crann-Tara  Guest  House, 
Grantown-on-Spey.  Located  in  one  of  the  finest 
birdwatching  areas  in  the  highlands.  B& B,  home 
cooked  dinner  available.  Central  heating,  drying 
room,  TV  lounge.  For  details  contact  Mr  & Mrs 
A.  Logan.  Tel:  (0479)  2197.  (BB917) 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
I Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB660) 

I ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 warm 
comfortable  fiats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Calgary.  Tel: 
068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  ( BB945 ) 

'NEAR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
'Sleeps  6/7.  Fully  equipped  and  linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
• Saxmundham:  Tel:  Westlcton  208  after  6pm. 

(BB701) 

I RYDAL.  Th  ree  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB20) 

I FARM  COTTAGES  between  I.indisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  F’arnes.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
'McNish,  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB916) 

'SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Osprey's  and 
Crested  Fits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/B. 

Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Iaulbut,  I he 
Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire. 
Tel:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB936) 


Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and  Bemp- 
ton.  A coast  that’s  rich  in  history  and  wildlife. 
Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals,  explore  the 
nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and  South  Land- 
ing. Send  for  details  and  Bridlington  Colour 
Guide  to:  Publicity  Dept.  14,  The  Spa,  Brid- 
lington, F/ast  Yorkshire  YQ15  3JH.  A con- 
tribution towards  postage  appreciated. 
(BB65) 


ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  lor  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
‘Highground’  AA/RAG  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trcarddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB47) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  olMull,  oriel:  06884264. 

(BB19) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  laxhside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  ol  latch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  wireless,  telephone  and  tea/cofiee 
making  facilities.  Full  licensed.  Brtx-hure  and 
tariff  from  Norman  or  Elaine  Osborne,  Lochside 
Hotel,  Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argy  ll  PA43  71. B 
Tel:  Bowmore (049 68 1 ) 244  1 65.  ( BB 1 32 ) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB86I ) 


LAKE  DISTRICT,  C aimbria.  Superb  peaceful 
situation.  Fellside  cottage  2-4.  converted  flats 
2-4.  Well  equipped,  colour  TV,  no  pets,  no 
children  under  8.  Leisk,  Meadow  Brow, 
Grasmere  LA22  9RR.  Tel:  096  65  275.  (BB35) 


GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats. 
Details  send  28p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB902) 
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BIRD  HA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding,  PC)  Box  24,  Lully  Qld  4854  Australia. 

(BB939) 

UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  We  organise 
memorable  holidays  in  the  Hebrides.  Discover 
the  rich  wildlife  of  Uist  and  stay  at  Grogarry 
Lodge,  sail  to  islands  of  the  Inner  Hebrides  — or 
come  to  St  K. i Ida!  Uist  W ildlife  Holidays,  Old 
School,  Lochcarnan,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebrides 
PAS  I 5 PD.  Tel:  087-04  278.  (BB102) 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 

rare  plants,  seals  and 

archaeology.  Europe’s 

!VAd2/i? 

largest  tern  colony. 

l.d 

Fur  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 

Telephone  08574  267  or  238 

( BB870) 

MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGHTON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Peregrine 
causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all  near. 
Gastle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o-Sands, 
Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB81) 


BIRDING  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 

Point  Pelee — North  America’s  Cley — and 
Algonquin  Park — Northern  Specialities. 
Escorted  Lour  in  Self-Drive  Campers 
6th-20th  May  1987. 

Write  for  details: 

J.  M.  B.  Travel  Ltd, 

Freepost,  Fishguard,  Dvfed 

^ B 7 (BB40) 


EXPLORE  THE  HEBRIDES  aboard  a large 
traditional  sailing  boat.  Special  interest  cruises 
include  birdwatching,  music  and  art.  Good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Don  Hind, 
Lome  Leader,  Balvicor,  By  Oban,  Argyll.  Tel: 
08523-479.  (BB104) 


GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

Winter  breaks  in  the  best  birdwatching 
areas  in  SW  Scotland,  thousands  of  Geese, 
Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle, 
Peregrine,  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 

5 nights  at  the  luxurious  Cally  Palace  Hotel 
or 

3 nights  in  our  comfortable  family  home 
Brochure! reservations:  Hawker,  Windywalls, 
Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 

Tel:  05574  249  (BB44) 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  wildlife  holiday 
for  all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  mag- 
nificent clilf  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies, 
migrant  birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating 
island  life.  For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Liz 
Riddiford  (G),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair 
Isle,  Shetland,  or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB927) 

BIRDWATCH,  CORNWALL.  21st-27th 
March  1987,  £118  inclusive.  5 days  of  field  trips, 
special  help  for  beginners.  Exciting  seabirds, 
waders,  ducks  and  birds  of  prey.  Local  RSPB 
leaders.  Two  star  hotel  with  Scandinavian 
leisure  centre.  For  brochure  and  bird  list  phone 
Malcolm  Pavitt,  0736  795294.  The  Cornwallis 
(formerly  Karenza  Hotel),  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 

(BB43) 

BODMIN  MOOR  NATURE  OBSERVA- 
TORY provides  ideal  conditions  for  a good 
birding  holiday.  Comfortable  guest  house 
accommodation,  good  food  and  regular  con- 
ducted field  trips  to  excellent  bird  habitats  on 
the  Moor  and  along  the  coasts.  181  species 
logged  in  1986.  For  full  details  and  1986  observa- 
tions S.A.E.  to  Tony  Miller,  B.M.N.O.,  Nine- 
stones  Farm,  Liskeard,  Cornwall  PL14  6SD. 
Tel:  0579  20455.  (BB29) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 INF.  (BB1I4) 

ISLE  OF  ARRAN,  Scotland  in  Miniature,  most 
accessible  of  the  Hebrides.  Try  a week  of  guided 
trips  among  eiders,  ptarmigan  and  eagles,  full 
board,  comfortable,  licensed,  family  hotel  on  the 
sea  front,  Brodick  Bay.  From  £139.  Tel:  Ennismor 
Hotel  0770  2265  lor  brochure.  Reductions  for 
party  bookings.  ( BB  1 23) 

BIRDWATCHING  BREAKS.  Surge  into 
Spring.  Join  us  at  Marine  House  Private  Hotel  for 
Birdwatching  Spring  breaks.  Enjoy  home 
cooking  in  traditional  House  party  atmosphere 
with  expert  leadership.  From  Friday  evening  to 
Sunday  Lunch,  from  £55  per  person.  Marine 
House  Private  Hotel,  Alnmouth,  Northumber- 
land, NE662RW.  Tel: 0665830349.  (BB91) 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to 
October.  Details  from  the  Secretary,  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  'Pel:  0624  75522. 

(BB  100) 


OVERSEAS HOL  ACC 


GOTO  DON  AN  A.  Bit  B etc.  Ed.  Mac  krill,  Los 
Ansares97,  Kl  Rocio,  Huelva,  Spain.  (BB864) 
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AUSTRALIA 

Queensland,  spend  a leu  davs 
birdwatching  at  Cassowary  House. 

in  the  rainforest  nr.  Cairns. 

Ciood  accommodation  and  guiding. 
John  Squire,  Box  252.  Kuranda  4872, 
Australia,  or  brochure  only, 
c/o  Hayescroft,  Grants  Lane, 
Wincanton  BA9  9LY. 

(BB723) 


COCOA,  Florida  B&B  in  private  home.  Details 
from  Bird  P.O.  Box  18151  Cocoa,  Florida  1529215 
USA.  ( BB79) 

CAMARGUE.  Fo  let  15  bed.  del.  hse.  with  large 
. gdn.  & farm  cottage  sips.  6.  I’.  Rogers,  Mas 
d’Auphan,  Lc  Sambue,  115200  Arles.  Tel:  010  1515 
90989041.  (BB(5I) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


ALBANNACH  & HIGHLAND  BIRDS  1987. 

We — the  Albannaeh  lot — arc  in  year  eight, 
running  all  sorts  of  holidays  in  the  Scottish  High- 
lands and  on  the  Hebridean  Islands.  And  think 
' Spring  and  Autumn  are  great  times  to  be  way  up 
here.  Masses  of  migrants  fly  here  from  there  and 
back.  And  sit  around  to  be  stared  at.  Yet  we’re 
always  a bitty-pil-oot  (miffed)  at  how  few 
■ southern  birders  are  to  be  found  among  the  flocks. 
One  season  you  miss  the  incandescent  verdancy 
(beat  that)  of  a Highland  Spring.  In  the  other — 
our  mountains  and  moors  incarnadine  (and  that). 
Quiet  roads,  hill  tracks  to  ourselves.  Hosts  and 
hostelries  panting  with  frustrated  Highland 
hospitality  (broth  and  haggis  and  salmon  and 
more  hot  buttered  scones  than  are  good  for  you). 
’ Verify-  for  yourselves  our  claim  of  long  hours  of 
sun  and  low  Spring  rainfall.  Or  the  mildness  of  a 
northern  oceanic  Autumn  (rainbows  and  shadows 
and  showers  and  silv  ery  brilliances  chasing  each 
other  round  the  glens).  For  our  part  we'll  put 
wheels  or  wings  at  your  disposal. and  offer  un- 
believably cheap  inclusive  travel  for  these  times 
of  year  so  we  can  show  you  round  our  Spring  and 
Autumn  specialnesses.  Brochure  from:  Albannaeh. 
Hamilton  House*  Strathpeffer,  Ross-shire,  Scot- 
land. Or  phone:  0997  21577.  (BB22) 

KENYA  Birdwnn  liing  and  Wildlife  Safaris  1987. 
18th  September  exploring  Masai  Mara. 
Amboseli  NR  and  Lakes  Nakuru  and  Naivasha 
2nd  October  visiting  Mount  Kenya,  Samburu. 
Mem  NP  and  Rift  Valley  Lakes.  2-weeks,  AH 
inch  £985.  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The 
•Square,  Ramsburv.  Wiltshire.  (08  7 2-205(59). 

(BB64) 

LAKELAND  WILDLIFE  SAFARI,  Orni- 
thological field  guide  service  with  transport, 
choice  of  accommodation.  Wild  scenic  habitats. 
Fel:  05:59  82 1 7:55  lor  1987  brochure.  (BB947) 


CRl  ISES 


Outer  Hebrides  Yachts  Stornoway 
33  Cromwell  Street,  Stornoway 
Isle  of  Lewis,  Scotland 
0851  5965 

Cruise  the  Outer  Hebrides  in  a luxurious 
fully  equipped  40lt  8 berth  motor  v acht.  N isi t 
the  bird  colonies  on  the  Shiants,  St  Kilda. 
Sula  Sgeir  and  other  uninhabited  islands. 
See  the  seals  and  other  fascinating  wildlife  of 
this  unspoilt  area.  Fly  direct  to  Stornoway 
by  British  Airways  or  arrive  bv  ferry  from 
Sky  e or  Ullapool.  Prices  are  £149  per  week 
including  food.  / HB 1 2i 


BIRD  REPORTS 

BIRDS  IN  DURHAM  1985..I  ‘ 2 9.5  ,,,,  1 p,,st 
from  I)  Sower -bulls.  9 Prebends  Field,  Gilesgate 
Moor.  Durham  1)111  I H 1 1 Back  nos  available 

1 1515 1 5.5) 

LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1985. 

Heronries,  Plovet  survey  . Yellow -browed  Warb- 
lers; ‘events’,  rarities,  photographs,  Gibraltar 
Point  15.0.  Report,  and  much  more!  £2.9.5  + 25p 
p&p.  Lincolnshire  Bird  Club.  42  Wolsey  Way. 
Lincoln.  ( BB39) 

BAHRAIN  BIRD  REPORTS  1982-84  inclu- 
sive. Better  late  than  never!  Airmail  £7  cash  from 
Bahrain  Natural  History  Society,  P.O.  Box 
203:56.  Manana,  Bahrain.  Arabian  Gulf.  1 15 15 1 27 
HERTS  BIRD  REPORT  1985  — £2  from 
IINHS.  6 Castle  Hill.  Berkhamsted  HP4  HIE 

( 1515 1 5(1) 

COURSES 


Birdwatching  Activity  Weeks  24-29  May 
1987.  31  May-6  June  1987.  Birds  of 
Spevside.  A repeat  of  previous  years’  suc- 
cesses with  conducted  visits  and  walks,  slide- 
talks.  film  and  dinner  on  a steam  train! 
Tutors:  RSPB  Wardens.  Roy  Dennis.  Resident 
Guide:  Michael  Phillips.  Gourse  Tee:  On 
application.  For  Information:  SAE  please  to: 
Secretary . Tourist  Association.  Boat  of 
Garten,  Inverness-shire.  .4/to  neu  for  1987. 
“Flowers  and  Wildlife  Week"  21 -26  June. 

( BB67) 


PERSONAL 


NEW -THE  BIRD 
INFORMATION  SERVICE 
featuring  BIRD  ALERT 

THE  rare  bird  information  line  and 

TWITCHING 

A new  monthly  magazine  for  birders 
Don't  d if>— SAE  to  Richard  Millington, 
Appletree  Cottage,  Brancaster, 
King's  Lynn,  Norfolk  PE31  8 AD 

( BB94) 
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The  birdtables  of  Britain  are 
to  be  featured  in  a new  BBC  Natural 
History  Unit  programme  to  be  filmed 
this  winter.  If  you  have  unusual 
visitors  to  your  feeding  station 
the  BBC  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 
Novel  designs  and  unusual  locations 
are  also  of  interest. 


The  Great  British 
Bird  Table 


Please  write  to: 

‘The  Great  British  Birdtable', 

BBC  Bristol,  Whiteladies  Road, 
Bristol  BS8  2LR  (BB889) 


APPOINTMENTS 


Job  Vacancy  with 
‘British  Birds’ 

Applications  are  invited  for  a post  as  an 
Assistant  Editor/ Assistant  Promotion 
Manager.  The  person  appointed  will  be  a 
graduate  (or  equivalent)  aged  20-40, 
probably  with  some  previous  experience  of 
editing  or  publishing,  able  to  type,  and  with 
ornithological  knowledge  such  that  he/she 
has  been  a regular  ‘British  Birds’  reader. 
Clean  driving  licence;  own  car;  willing  to ■ 
move  to  live  within  ten  miles  of  Blunham, 
and  work  usually  from  own  home,  or  from 
‘Fountains’  as  required.  Must  be  willing  to 
work  long  hours  (including  weekends) 
when  required,  and  be  able  to  show 
initiative  and  take  responsibility. 

Salary  according  to  experience  and 
qualifications,  in  range  £8,000-£1 3,000 

Send  handwritten  letter  of  application 

and  typed  CV  to:  m 

00 

CD 

Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains,  0. 

Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

MANAGER,  THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP, 

Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club.  Enthusiastic 
person  with  an  interest  in  birds  wanted  for 
busy  and  expanding  mail-order  business. 
Details  from  John  Davies,  SOC.  21  Regent 
Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT  lei:  031-.). >6 
till  12. (BBI33) 


BOOKS 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— lor  latest  list  write 
to  A & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  T unbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BBB44) 

THE  SUNNING  BEHAVIOUR 
OF  BIRDS 

,4  Guide  for  Ornithologists 

by  Dr  K.  E.  L.  SIMMONS 

The  first  comprehensive  review  of  the 
sunning  behaviour  of  birds  written  specially 
for  ornithologists  & birdwatchers  by  one  of 
the  world’s  leading  authorities  on  avian 
behaviour  and  ecology.  1 his  new  book, 
illustrated  with  over  100  line  drawings  by 
Robin  Prytherch.  critically  reviews  the 
literature,  giving  particular  emphasis  to 
European  and  North  American  birds,  and 
gives  fxtensive  descriptions  of  the  whole 
range  ol  sunning  postures  found  in  birds,  with 
comparative  comments  on  bathing,  comfort 
behav  iour  generally  . anting  and  dusting. 

xvi  4-  1 19pp,  softback,  0-951 1 768-0-3,  Dec  86 
From  The  Bristol  Ornithological  Club, 
c/o  The  Anchorage,  The  Chalks, 

Chew  Magna,  Bristol  BS18  8SN. 

Price  £7.50  incl  UK  p&p. 

1 1 ( BB76) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  held  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB!  13) 
ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  tit  . . series.  Majorca,  SYV  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  T he  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka.  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  cops.  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB  121) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London  \ trading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK  — 

Clarke  & Clarke:  Where  to  W atch  Birds  in  Fast 
Anglia.  l’H  £8.95.  Pa/.:  T he  Birds  of  Israel.  £19.95. 
Cullen  & Jennings:  Birds  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  £18.00. 
Maclean  & Darroll:  Ducks  ol  Sub-Saharan  Africa. 
£()5.00.  Simmons:  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds. 

PB  £7.50.  Smout:  The  Birds  of  Fife.  PB  £7.50. 

K : BP.  B TO.  B(  )L'  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  5: 
Superb  stork  available  for  browsing.  ^ 

2,  3,  4 Sc  5 Sackville  St,  London  W1 X 2L)P. 

01-734  II 50.  Just  oil  PiccadilK . Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

FINE  NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS  bought 
and  sold.  R Norman.  Hart-on-the-Hill,  Dalton 
Piercy.  Hartlepool,  Cleveland.  T el:  0429  73857. 

(BB9) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells, 
Norfolk.  (BB86) 


wvt 


To  advertise  phone  0621  815085 


SANDERUNG  BOOKS 

Run  by  birders  lot  birders 
All  orders  over  £ 111  I’l  )S  1 I Ri  d 
Free  catalogue  from 
238  Ryebank  Rd.,  Ghorlton, 
Manchester  M21  lid 
l ei:  (Hi I -860  759f)  (24  Ins)  (BB121) 


BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
.■items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  oiler — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
■ Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BBI8) 

F SCOTTISH  ORNI  l HOI.l  KilS  I S'  Cl.l  li 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

( )ver  8(10  titles  in  stock  ( lirclit  C ards  at  t ejiletl 
Free  t atalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  lerrat  e, 
Edinburgh  KH75BI  lei:  081  ”>.5(>  fit  1-12  (2-1  hours) 

(BB725) 


EASTER  BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE— 

hints,  sites,  checklist  £2.50  inc.  p&p.  Stephanie 
Coghlan,  25  Thorpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W. 
Yorks  HD5  8TA.  (BB90I) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  front,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 

I arporley . Cheshire  CW6  (IN)  l ei:  0829  51804. 

( BB862) 

BIRD  BOOKS  1838-1985,  large  SAE  for 
catalogue.  Crack  Books,  Sawmill  Cottages. 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Carnforth,  Lancs.  (BB96) 

FOR  SALE 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  sis  vol- 
umes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAL  to  Lewis.  Rosehill  House.  I.vonshall  HR  > 

ills  BB134) 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  designed 
for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod  mounting. 
£3(1  ind  p&p.  SAE  details.  Richard  Margoschis, 
80  Manccttcr  Road.  Atherstone  CY9  I Nil. 

bb; 

B.W.P.  Vols.  1-4.  unused  £160.  I cl:  Sheffield 
349866  evenings.  ( BB99) 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s—  BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
33INOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


« WIFT  AUDUBON  8 5 * 44  new  model 
t5  special  low  puce  lo  British  Birds 

i tdets1  El  61 .95 


E iISS  JENA  10  x 40  H Nolatetn  roof 
sm.  superb  quality  and  at  A R 
wkms.  the  price  is  right1  El  76.00 


LEITZ  10  x 25  BA  - tew  only  - fantastic 
value  El  89  95 


HERTEL  & REUSS  8 » 40  8 W A light- 
weight, only  21  ors  Short  locus  12  ft 
leather  case  El  55.00 


HERTEL  & REUSS  I x 56  BtiA  rubbei 
covered  wide  angle,  ideal  night  glass 


t :iss  JENA  8 x 30  Jenoplem  only 
ots  complete  with  leather  sport  case 

ly  E45.95 


ZEISS  Jena  8 x 32  B Notarem  compact 
root  prism,  complete  with  case  El  20.00 


-tRADOR  8 x 42  B W A complete  with 
nguard  and  case  Top  quality  El  09.95 


4BICHT  i Ox  40  Diana  A firm  favourite 
mplete  with  ramguard  and  case 

£299.00 


’T0LYTH  ALPIN  10  x 40  BGA  Light 
. ight  rubber  covered  with  soft  case 

El  85  00 


ISS  WEST  10 x 40  BGA  T cltsetccus 
nplete  with  ramguard  and  soft  case 

Phone  tor  discount  price 


VELB0N  Victory  450  tripod  special 
otter  complete  with  carry  case1  only 

£43  95 


ZEISS  Jena  10  x 50  Dekarem  A R 
Hawkins,  low  price1  £87  95 


MIRA00R  8 X 42  B this  new  model  is 
lightweight  pin  shaipe  superb  value  al 

El  09.00 


ZEISS  WEST  8 X 20  B Mini  at  a price 
you  can  taflordlo  miss  El  59.95 


MIRA00R  10  x 42  B wide  angle  superb 
lightweight  binocular  complete  with 
ramguard  El  15.00 


BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 


Spacemaster  15-45  x 60  El  69.95 

Spacemastet22xW  A60  E155.95 

Hard  leather  case  tor  Spacemaster 

El  5.00 

Kowa  TSN2  body  E236.95 

Kowa  TSN1  body  £246  95 

Mirador  20-60  x 60  HR  El  59.95 

Optolyth  30  x 75  £290  00 

Oplolyth  30  x 80  E322.00 

Optolyth  80  mm  to  TB  80  body  £287.00 
Eyepreces  tor  TB  80  20  x W £54.00 
30  x W ES6.00  40  x £57.00 
Habicht  23  x 70  BGA  £208.00 

B L Discoverer  1 5-60  x 60  El  99.95 

Habicht  25-40  « 75  £389.95 

Habicht  30  x 75  S F £408  00 

Hawk  20-60  x 60  H R lightweight 
wule  angle  with  leather  case  £169.95 


MIRADOR  MERLIN  u'lnpiete  * if  ,'5x 
eyepiece  60mm  0G  £89.95 

MIRADOR  MERLIN  700m  18-40> 

£48.00 


GOOD  VIEWING  FACILITIES  FROM 
OUR  SHOWROOM  OR  OUR  PRIVATE 
LAKE  SET  IN  23  ACRES 


£65.95 
El  8.95 
£64.95 
£6.50 
£10.95 


£295  00 
£79.95 
£39  95 


PHONE  US  EOR 

Best  Makes. 

Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 

By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 

N 

SLIK  TRIPODS 

Slik  02  Inpod 
Slik  450  G Mini 
Slik  Black  Diamond 
Slik  Tripod  Strap 
Slik  D2  and  88  Case 
USED  BINOCULARS 
Zeiss  West  8 x 56  complete  with  case, 
perfect  condition  £340.00 

Zeiss  West  7 x 50  BGA  good 
condition 

Hertei  & Reuss  7 x 50  pertect 
Zeiss  Dekarem  10x50 

A.  R.  Hawkins  offers  a full  binocular, 
telescope  service  sales  - all  the 
top  names  alter  sales  service 
repairs  and  cleaning  part 
exchange  binoculars/telescopes. 
lop  prices  paid  You  II  do  a good 
deal  belter  with  A.  R.  Hawkins1 
ORDER  NOW  for  By  Return 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
Insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by  phone! 
Stamps  |50p)  For  illustrated 
Discount  Price  List  and  Coloured 
Brochures  on  over  200  Models 
CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only 
7 minutes  Irom  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min  walk  Irom  railway  stn. 
Early  closing  Thursday  1 pm. 

Prices  correct  4th  February  1987 
subject  to  change  availability 
LARGEST  STOCKS  OF  BINOCULARS 
AND  TELESCOPES  UNDER  ONE  RODE' 


s 


NPTON 


LTD 


9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674 


(0144) 


WVII 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2  £133.97 

20  x W/A £43.70 

40  x £37.37 

TSN1  £240.35 

TSN2  £227.70 

20  xW / I £70.15 

40  x W/A £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £240.00 

30x80 £280.00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £190.00 

PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20x60 £159.00 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10x40 £152.00 

8x40 £150.00 

8x30 £139.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

lOx  40BGA £400.40 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HR5 £165.31 

BRESSER  G.A. 

8 x 32 £149.00 

7x42 £150.00 

10x42 £152.00 

PRISMA 

8x30B  £77.62 

8x40B  £83.50 

lOx  40B  £87.50 

10x50B  £90.90 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  ■ ST  ALBANS  HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


Printed  Notepaper,  Postcards, 

Change  of  Address,  Letterpress  or 
Thermographic,  Samples,  Prices, 

G.  Stokoe,  Printer, 

Dept  BB, 

98  Church  Lane,  Beeston  Regis,  § 
Sheringham,  Norfolk  NR26  8EY  “ 


CARANEX — the  unique  British  tent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  x 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £146-£176  deld.  Full  details: 
lint  Goodwin,  Caranex,  Dept  BB.  Cuan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24  hr  service).  (BB87) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan.  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB678) 

RARE  BIRDS  ON  VIDEO  MOVIES.  Filmed 
in  UK  1975/82.  Includes  W-T  Plover,  Little 
VVhimbrel,  L-T  Stint;  Blackpoll,  Desert,  Aquatic 
Warblers;  Green  Heron  and  mam  more.  One 
hour  YHS  or  Beta  cassette  £17  + £1  p&p.  Alan 
Shaw,  Breach  Lane,  Melbourne,  Derby  DE7  I DF. 

( BB109) 

FOR  SALE.  "British  Birds”  magazines.  Un- 
bound. 1967/8,  1972/3/4,  1979/80/81,  also 

April-December  1957.  Millard.  44  Bysing  Wood 
Road,  Faversham  ML13  7RL.  Tel:  (0795) 
532667.  (BB22) 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO;  cassette  of  songs  and 
calls  of  32  species  of  birds.  £3.25  including  UK 
postage  from  T.  C White,  6*  Rosebery  Ave, 
Harpenden,  Herts  AL5  2QP.  Phone  05827  2946. 

( BB78) 


ZEISS/LEITZ  binoculars  for  sale  & wanted. 
P/EX.  21  Crescent  Grove,  London  SW4  7AF. 

( BB34) 

WALKERS  OF  SCARBOROUGH  — profes- 
sional and  retail  photographers.  68-70  St  I homas 
Street,  Scarborough.  Tel:  0723  365024.  The 
largest  photo/  optical  shop  on  the  Yorkshire 
coast.  Huge  stock  of  binoculars,  telescopes, 
cameras  and  lenses.  See  displav  advertisement 
in  this  issue.  (BB129) 


British 

Birds 

Do  you  want  to  adv  ertise  to 
thousands  of  serious 
birdwatchers  every  month? 
Advertisers  have  been 
doing"  just  that  through 
British  Birds 
for  years. 

British  Birds  for  the  serious 
birdwatcher 

For  Advertising  Rates  and 
Details  Phone  Sandra  Barnes 

0621  815085 

(1)14.5) 
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mailorder  London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

WELCOMED.  lOHigh  Street  15TheSquare 

Pari  Exchange  Southampton,  Hants.  Winchester,  Hants. 

Available  Tel:  (0703) 221 597  Tel:  (0962) 66203 


I 


London  Camera 


Exchange 

arq 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

10x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345tt.  £1 85  (inc.  case) 

8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £1 80  (inc.  case) 

8x30BGA  14oz  420ft  £1 70  (inc.  case) 

OPTICRON  BINOCULARS  high  resolution 

These  new  Opticron  binoculars  are  guaranteed  to  better  or  equal  the 
performance  of  any  other  make  with  similar  specifications  advertised  in 
this  magazine,  or  obtainable  anywhere  in  the  UK,  under  £200,  excepting 
Optolyth  and  other  Opticron  products.  Lightweight  and  provide  full  field 
for  spectacle  wearers.  8 x 32  ZWCF  (1 8oz  435ft  field)  £93.00, 8 x 42  ZCF 
and  7 x 42  ZCF  (22oz  345ft  field)  £1 1 0.00,  and  the  1 0 x 42  ZWCF  (22oz 
345ft  field)  at  only  £1 1 4.00. 


mm 


cARLZEISs 


JENA 


PENTAX 


TELESCOPES 


H >)  ,L1 


OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest  field  at  high 


magnifications 

Weight 

Field 

Price 

30x75GA 

44oz 

120ft. 

£290  Case  £35 

22x60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£1 95  Case  £1 5 

22x70  GA  (waterproof) 

37oz 

— 

£242  (inc.  case) 

22-60x70GA  (zoom) 

47oz 

87-54 ft. 

£297  Case  £35 

NEW  80mm,  body  only  (interchangeable  eyepieces) 
Eyepieces:  20x  £54,  30x  £56,  40x  £57.  Case  £35. 

£287  (case  extra) 

OPTICRON  TELESCOPES 

HIGH  RESOLUTION 

60mm  objective  lens,  45°  angled  body  only  £1  35.00.  Straight  type,  body 
only  £119.00  Zoom  eyepiece,  interchangeable,  20-60x  £60.00.  Fixed 
mag.  Eyepieces  1 5x,  20x,  22xWA,  25x,  40x  & 60x  are  £26.50  each. 

CLASSIC  TELESCOPES 

60mm  og.  Body  £68  Eyepieces:  18-40x  zoom  £44.00  18x  or  25x 
£1 5.00.  75mm  og.  Body  £90.  Eyepieces:  22-47x  zoom  £44.00  22x  or 
30x  £1 5.00  Case  £1 5 Photokit  £1 7.50 


BUSHflELL 

v s o*,  -r  BAU8CH  s LOMB 


MINOLTA 


reenKa 
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British  Birds 


Volume  80  Number  3 March  1987 

93  Yellow-browed  Warblers  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  1968-85 

J.  K.  Baker  and  G.  P.  Catley 

109  Mystery  photographs  123  Willow  Warbler  A.  R.  Dean 

1 1 1 Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Notes 

1 1 2 Manx  Shearwaters  resembling  Little  Shearwaters  Peter  Lansdown  and  Graham  Rees 
1 13  Nest-help  and  possible  polygyny  by  Peregrines  D.  G.  Walker 

1 1 3 Reaction  of  Oystercatchers  to  presence  of  Short-toed  Eagle  Amoud  B.  van  den  Berg 

1 14  Black-headed  Gulls  and  Avocet  feeding  with  Spotted  Redshank  flocks  A.  D.  Malone 

1 14  Piracy  by  Great  Black-backed  Gull  on  Great  Crested  Grebe  Peter  Boardman 

1 1 5 Dead  Great  Spotted  Woodpec  ker  with  hindclaw  stuck  in  tree  bark  Amoud  B.  van  den  Berg 

116  Adult  Pied  Wagtail  being  fed  in  flight  by  House  Martin  T.B.Bamber 

1 1 6 Wing  shape  of  Chough  and  Alpine  Chough  P.J.  Grant 

117  Jackdaws  stealing  food  from  breeding  Guillemots  Hans  Olsthoom 

Letters 

118  ‘Identification  of  Purple  Heron’  A.  A.  Bell 
1 18  Mystery  photographs  86  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 

1 19  Merlins  and  trees  John  Headon 

1 1 9 Molluscs  in  diet  of  the  Song  Thrush  Ven.  P.  H.  T.  Hartley 

1 20  Molluscs  in  diet  of  the  Song  Thrush  Henk  K.  Mienis 

121  Bird-days  John  Dean 

122  Everything  but  the  girl!  Dr  Philip  Bentley 

Announcements 

1 22  Joint  BB-BTO  Conference 

1 23  Bird-art  display  at  BB/BTO  Conference  in  April  1987 
1 23  ‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christmas  Whisky  Puzzle 
123  Books  from ‘British  BirdShop’ 

Request 

1 23  Status  of  Wood  Duck  and  Northern  Bobwhite  Brian  Little 

Reviews 

125  ‘Birds  of  Eucalypt  Forests  and  Woodlands’  edited  by  A.  Keast,  H.  F.  Recher,  H.  Ford 
and  D.  Saunders  Dr  Ludwik  Tomialojc 

126  ‘Atlas  Faunae  Siciliae:  Aves’  edited  by  Bruno  Massa  5.  M.  Taylor 

1 26  ‘The  Partridge’  by  G.  R.  Potts  Dr  David  T.  Parkin 

1 27  ‘Ship  in  the  Wilderness’  by  Keith  Shackleton  Dr  Mike  Harris 

128  ‘The  Birds  of  Fife’  by  Anne-Marie  Smout  Dr  Jeremy  J.  D.  Greenwood 

1 28  ‘Wildlife  2000:  modelling  habitat  relationships  of  terrestrial  vertebrates’  edited  by 
Hared  Verner,  M.  L.  Morrison  and  C.J.  Ralph  Dr  Raymond  J.  O’Connor 

1 29  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
132  Recent  reports  lan  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

1 36  Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawings:  93  Yellow-browed  Warbler  ( David  Daly);  132  Shore  Larks  (Norman  V. 
McCanch );  133  Briinnich’s  Guillemot  ( Killian  Mullamey );  134  Snow  Bunting  (D.  Numey );  135 
Waxwings  (Robert  Gillmor) 

Front  cover:  Hawfinches  (D.  Powell ):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s 
cover  design,  measuring  18.5  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see 
page  22  in  the  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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WIN  A £1 500  BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAY! 


From  1st  January  until  the  30th  April  1987  readers  of  this  magazine  spending  £100  or  more  will  be 
eligible  to  one  draw  for  the  winning  £1 500  Holiday  Voucher.  This  Voucher  entitles  the  winner  to  select  a 
birdwatching  holiday  of  a lifetime  with  “Ornitholidays",  one  of  Britain's  leading  specialist  holiday 
and  travel  companies  with  holiday  venues  which  include  Jamaica,  Kenya,  Morocco,  India,  Thailand,  the 
USA  and  many  other  sites  of  interest  to  international  birdwatchers.  This  offer  is  restricted  to  readers  of 
British  Birds  and  Birdwatching  magazines.  Every  order  must  include  a photocopy  of  this  advert  and 


personal  callers  should  be  able  to  produce  a copy  of  this  magazine. 
The  draw  will  take  place  1st  May  1987. 
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SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 
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BOOKSHOP 
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and  natural  history  titles 

in  stock. 
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“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes 


Compact,  all  purpose  spotting 
scope  is  ideal  for  field  use. 
Includes  standard  thread  tripod 
mount  and  fully  coated  optics. 
Comes  complete  with  25  x /20 
x 30  eyepiece  and  protective  lens 
caps.  Interchangeable  eye-pieces 
available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ Will  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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* Holidays  for  the  discerning  naturalist 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  oiler  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 


CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 


18  days  May  £865 

EASTERN  TURKEY 

19  days  May  & June  £950 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

16daysjune  & August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHOROUS 
MIGRATION 

18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  September  £550 


Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  for  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 


CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D768) 


£200  for  a 

leather-bound  book? 

No  - instead  buy  the  Neotropical 
Wetland  Inventory,  nearly  700 
pages  long,  a bargain  for  all  those 
interested  in  wetlands  and 
waterfowl  throughout  the  world. 
This  special  publication  is 
available  directly  from  IWRB, 
Slimbridge  GL2  7BX.  Send  your 
cheque  for  £30  and  you  will 
receive  this  book  containing  an 
abundance  of  South  American, 
North  American  and  Caribbean 
information.  There  is  only  a limited 
number  of  copies  available. 

(D151) 
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Birdwatching 
In  Britain 

A SITE  BY  SITE  GUIDE 

Nigel  Redman  and  Simon  Harrap 


‘There  is  still  room  for  a really  good  new  bird  finding  guide  - please! 
Ian  Dawson,  BIRDS  Magazine 
Well,  Ian,  here  it  is!! 

Almost  twice  the  size  of  any  other  guide  and  written  by  two  of  Britain’s  most 
active  birders,  Birdwatching  in  Britain  is  not  only  the  most  comprehensive 
site  survey  yet  to  appear,  but  it  is  also  an  invaluable  bird-finding  tool. 

Packed  into  its  384  pages  are: 

* Precise  details  of  where  to  go  and  what  to  do  at  nearly  400  of  Britain’s  prime 
birdwatching  localities. 

* Details  of  both  the  commoner  and  scarcer  species  to  be  seen  throughout  the 
year. 

* Numerous  maps  illustrating  the  finer  details  of  access  and  giving  the 
location  of  hides,  trails,  reserve  centres  etc. 

* Species-by-species  guide  to  the  status  and  distribution  of  all  regularly 
occurring  British  birds. 

* Hints  on  how  to  find  some  of  the  more  elusive  species,  cross-referenced  to 
the  best  localities. 
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THE 

ATLAS  OF 
WINTERING 
BIRDS  IN 
BRITAIN  AND 
IRELAND 

Compiled  by 
PETER  LACK 

This  companion  volume  to  The 
Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  is  derived 
from  the  surveys,  organised  by  the 
BTO  and  IWC,  of  birds  present  in 
the  winters  of  1981/82, 1982/83 
and  1983/84.  There  are  full-page 
two-colour  maps  for  the  192  main 
species,  each  faced  by  a page  of 
text  commenting  on  the  survey 
results,  the  species  generally  and 
the  distribution  as  mapped.  In 
addition  there  are  introductory 
chapters  by  Dr  Lack  on  the  maps-, 
the  weather  in  the  three  winters, 
bird  patterns  and  movements; 
appendices  describe  the  planning, 
organisation,  field  methods,  and 
the  processing  of  data  from  record 
cards  to  computer  output  and 
maps.  A team  of  23  artists,  led  by 
Robert  Gillmor,  has  provided  the 
line  drawings  which  head  the 
species  accounts. 

448  pages,  £19.00  net 
T & A D POYSER 

(D160) 


BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 

Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 

(Dill) 


CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
Short  Breaks  and  More! 

SPRING  1 987  - May:  Argonne  to 
Flevoland  • Brenne  and  Vendee 
Corsica  Special 

AUTUMN  1 987  - Sept:  Heligoland 
Cape  May  and  Hawk  Mt,  USA 
Oct:  Cap  Gris-Nez 
Nov:  Flevoland  and  NC  France 

Small  groups,  maximum  8,  with 
professional  guide. 

Tours  also  cover  other  branches  of 
natural  history  and  history,  appealing 
to  all  those  with  discerning  interests. 

In  addition,  for  larger  groups,  e.g. 
RSPB,  natural  history  and  overseas 
societies,  we  offer  a full  service,  from 
planning  to  leading,  whether  for  one 
day  or  more. 

For  brochure:  CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
c/o  Uplands,  The  Avenue,  Kingsdown, 
Deal,  Kent  CT14  8DU. 

Telephone:  0304  360194  or, 

France  (33)  21  -32-93-64  (D1  30) 
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FROM 

FOCALPOINT 


KOWA 

NEW  KOWA  FLUORITE  PROMINAR  TSN-3  & TSN-4 


YES  KOWA  HAVE  DONE  IT 
AGAIN,  THEIR  NEW  TSN-3  & 
TSN-4  WITH  THE  FLUORITE 
SYSTEM  OF  LENS  ELEMENTS 
USED  IN  THESE  TELESCOPES, 
DELIVER  A CLARITY,  BRIGHTNESS 
AND  SHARPNESS  OF  IMAGE 
UNPARALLELED  IN  PRECISION 
OBSERVATION  INSTRUMENTS 


L 


TSN  BODIES 


TSN-1 

£235 

TSN-2 

£225 

TSN-3 

£449 

TSN-4 

£439 

TEN  REASONS  WHY  DISCRIMINATING 
ORNITHOLOGISTS  CHOOSE  KOWA 

1 . The  large  77mm  objective  provides  a 60%  Increase  in  image  brightness  compared  lo 
equivalent  60mm  models. 

2.  Superior  quality  of  construction  utilising  modem  lightweight  alloys 

3.  Water  and  dust  resistant  modular  design  ( "O  '-ring  system) 

4.  Choice  ot  45°  angled  TSN- 1 or  straight  TSN-2  bodies 

5.  Advanced  "HIGH  RESOLUTION-'  eyepieces  featuring  a unique  one-touch  bayonet  lit 
design  Ideal  lor  the  spectacle  wearer 

6.  Minimum  focusing  distance  is  an  excellent  22  leet 

7.  Sliding  lens-hood  built  in. 

8.  A high  quality  "Optical"  PHOTO-ATTACHMENT  is  available 

9.  Compact  in  size  (16  in.  LONG)  and  light  in  weight  (48  ozs) 

10.  Produced  by  the  WORLD'S  leading  manutaclurers  ot  precision  telescopes 


KOWA  are  to  be  congratulated  on  keeping  faith  with  purchasers  of  the  existing  TSN  system  ALL 
eyepieces.  PHOTO-ATTACHMENTS  AND  CASES  are  totally  INTERCHANGEABLE 


TSN  EYEPIECES 


20xW'A 

£69 

25  x 

£45 

40  x 

£45 

20-60 x 

£99 

PHOTO 

£67 

CASES 

£20 

FOCALPOINT 

CAN  SUPPLY  ALL 
KOWA  FROM  STOCK 
AND  OFFER  GENEROUS 
PART  EXCHANGE  TO  ALL 
BIRDERS  WISHING  TO 
UPGRADE  HIS  TSN-1 
OR  TSN-2  FOR  THE  NEW 
‘PROMINAR" 


FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891 098 


IMPORTERS  and  APPOINTED  DISTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  UK 

ARTHUR  E.  S.  MATTHEWS  LTD 


Epworth  House,  25-35  City  Road,  London  EC1 Y 1 AR 
Telephone:  07373-50670  for  trade  details 
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CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

Escorted  birdwatching  tours  to  over 
20  world-wide  destinations. 


Spaces  still  available  on  the  following 
1987  tours. 

SOVIET  CENTRAL  ASIA  & SIBERIA 


23  May-1 3 June  £1350 

PYRENEES 

12  June-26  June  £870 

ARIZONA  & CALIFORNIA 

23  July-1 2 Aug  £1550 

KENYA 

22  Sept-8  Oct  £1590 

DARJEELING  & ASSAM 
9 Nov-27  Nov  £1690 

ETHIOPIA 

13  Nov-29  Nov  £1190 

GAMBIA 

1 8 Nov-2  Dec  £950 


For  further  details  contact: 

Paul  Dukes 
Tours  Manager 
Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays 
1 96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
S Devon  TQ7  1PY' 

(D159)  Tel:  (0548)  6178 


Iceland 

We  invite  you  to  journey 
North  and  explore  with  us  one 
of  the  most  fascinating  islands 
of  the  natural  world. 

Our  64  page  brochure  is 
packed  full  of  travel  ideas  to 
suit  most  interests  and 
pockets.  For  a copy  of  this 
brochure  (which  also  includes 
Greenland  & The  Faroes),  or 
other  brochures  on  North 
Canada,  Spitsbergen  and 
Scandinavia  call: 

07373  62321  (24  hours) 

fkctk  Experience  Ltd 

29  Nork  Way,  Banstead,  Surrey  SM7  1PB 
ABTA  1292/ATOL  2013  (D125) 


JOHN  GOULD  S 
BIRDS 


An  exhibition  of 
handcoloured 
lithographs 


8 April-8  May 

HENRY  SOTHERAN 
LTD 

2-5  Sackville  Street 
Piccadilly,  London  W1X  2DP 
Tel:  01-734  1150 

Monday-Friday  9.00-5.30  pm 

(DI58) 


NATURAL 

HISTORY 

BOOK 

SERVICE 


Sponsors  of  ‘Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Yeah 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  the  Natural 
History  Book  Service  and 
Zeiss  West  Germany  for  their 
support. 


Sponsors  of  the  Rarities 
Committee 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


YSIDE  VIEWING* 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 
BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  I°p  Qua'Hy- 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mPa Border  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA I 0676-40501 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2VS  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


BIRDWATCHING  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY 
TOURS 

Join  us  on  one  of  our  spring  and 
summer  tours  to: 

MAJORCA  May 

SPAIN  May,  June.  July 
(Pyrenees) 

SPAIN  (Jaen)  May  and  September 

THE  SEYCHELLES  May 

Excellent  birdwatching,  a wealth  of 
flowers  and  butterflies;  also  insects, 
reptiles  and  mammals.  Good  weather, 
attractive  surroundings  and  a relaxed 
and  friendly  atmosphere. 

We  have  small  parties  (8-15  people) 
and  our  expert  tour  leaders  have  taken 
tours  to  these  places  several  times. 

For  details  of  these  and  our  botanical 
and  painting  programmes,  please 
contact  us  at  21  Dorset  Square. 
London  NW1  6QG.  Tel:  01  -724  6624 

(01  52 

cox  & kiinjgb 

SPECIAL  INTEREST  HOLIDAYS 


RSPB 
. , RESERVES 
(Trspb  VISITING 


The  traveller's  guide  to  RSPB 

reserves,  how  to  get  there  and 

, what  to  look  for. 

*1, 


£3  95  paperback 
Published  3 1 March 
Available  from  all  good 
* bookshops  and  by  post  from 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Birds,  Sales  Department.  The  Lodge. 
Sandy.  Bedfordshire  SG 1 9 2DL  (please 
add  75p  post  and  packing). 
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Despite  five  frozen  weeks,  the  Lower 
Oykel  ghillies  still  provided  their 
guests  w ith  a record  season. 

The  previous  record  stood  at  910  fish, 
what  was  the  record  number 
reported  for  1986  in  ‘Trout  & Salmon’ 


People  who  know  the  country  know  why  they  need  Barbour. 


If  you  can  confidently  answer  the  question  in  the  picture,  you 
obviously  know  your fishing  in  particular  and  the  country'  in  general. 


formula  and  quality  control  standards.  It  takes  between  J0and40d/^ere| 
and  separate  pieces  of  fabric  and  around  11,000  stitch  holes  in  every  l 


Which  means  you  ’re  one  of  the  people  for  whom  Barbour  clothing 
is  specifically  made. 

Because  the  unequalled  quality  and fitness  for  purpose  of  Barbour 
Thomproofs  comes  not  only  from  unique  standards  of  materials,  manufac- 
turing and  tailoring,  but  also from  what  we  call  ‘customer  developed, 
field  proved  design 

That  means  that  real  country  people  unquestioningly  rely  on  their 
Barbours  to  allow  them  to  function  under  all  conditions.  So  they 
continuously  keep  us  informed  with  comments,  suggestions  and  graphic 
descriptions  of  the  hard  facts  of  country  Ife  as  experienced  by  our  jackets 


jacket  to  produce  the  unique  comfort  and  feel'  of  a Barbour,  w/ii/ejj 


BARBOUR  ‘KNOW  THE  COUNTRY’  COMPETITI 

li  you  do  know  the  answer  to  the  question  above, 
it  could  be  the  first  step  to  winning  a brand  new 
120,000  Range  Rover  Turbo  D in  our  second, 
great ‘Know  the  Country  Competition! 

Competition  leaflets  will  be 
available  from  your  local 
Barbour  dealer  from  the  end  of 
March,  so  make  sure  you  get  a copy 
to  test  your  knowledge  of  the  country  and 
secure  a chance  of  this  terrific  first  prize,  or  one  of  the 
100  runners-  up  prizes  of  a Barbour  Gamefair  jacket,  or  one  of  200  consolation  pri/Jl 
of  the  new  Barbour,  ‘Field  and  Country’  boots. 


achieving  an  absolutely  waterproof  result  And  it  takes  designfeatures  j 


and  their  wearers! 

Of course,  it  takes  a lot  to  earn  chat  kind  of  trust  and  loyalty. 


whose  purposeful  practicality  demonstrates  a sure  knowledge  of  how  tht 
garment  will  be  used  and  treated. 


It  means  being  the  only  company  in  the field  to  have  thefmest,  long  staple 
Egyptian  cotton  spun,  woven,  dyed  and  proofed  in  Britain  to  our  own 


Above  all,  it  takes  around  100  years  of  simply  doing  it  all  be  l 
than  anybody  else. 


" 


® Barbour  The  best  British  clothing  for  the  worst  British  weather. 


(D1' 

For  your  free  catalogue  of  the  Barbour  range,  please  write  to  Dept.  1. 33,  J.  Barbour  & Sons  Ltd.,  Simonside,  South  Shields, Tyne  & Wear,  NE  34  9PD.  I 
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IField  identification  of  West 
Palearctic  wheatears 


Peter  Clement 
Illustrated  by  Alan  Harris 

Most  wheatears  Oenanthe  other  than  summer  males  can  be  extremely 
difficult  to  identify,  even  to  the  relatively  experienced  eye.  The 
observer’s  location  of  sighting  is  a first  clue,  but  wheatears  are  a nomadic 
bunch  and  vagrants  can  turn  up  anywhere,  and  not  always  in  the  migration 
periods.  Northern  Wheatear*  0.  oenanthe.  for  example,  has  been  recorded  in 
such  widely  separated  and  unlikely  places  as  the  Philippines.  Borneo  and 
i California;  and,  in  addition  to  this  species,  there  are  six  others  on  the  British 
and  Irish  list. 

Most  field  guides  have  concentrated  on  the  adult  summer  males 
(undoubtedly  the  easiest  to  identify),  and  give  the  impression  that  females 
and  immatures  are  rather  dull,  not  very  easy  to  identify,  and  perhaps  not 
worth  the  effort.  It  is  the  aim  of  this  paper  to  cover  the  identification  ofall  14 


* Throughout  this  paper,  the  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  is  referred  to  by  the  English  name 
‘Northern  Wheatear’,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  group  name,  'wheatear',  of  the  genus  Oenanthe. 


[Bril.  Birds  BO:  1:17-137.187-238.  April  & May  1987] 


137 


138 


Identification  of  wheatears 


Fig.  1 . Tail  patterns  and  plumages  of  Northern  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  (top  four  birds), 
Isabel  line  Wheatear  0.  isabellina  (centre  three  birds)  and  Desert  Wheatear  0.  deserli  (bottom 

three  birds)  {Alan  Harris ) 


I Tl,(.  priming  ol  the  colour  plates  in  this  paper  lias  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  /.KISS  West  Germany] 
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species  of  wheatear  found  in  the  West  Palearctic,  with  special  emphasis  on 
females  and  immatures.  It  does  not,  however,  deal  with  the  identification  of 
juveniles,  since  these  are  almost  always  accompanied  bv  summer  adults; 
furthermore,  their  all-important  wing  and  tail  patterns  are  covered  by 
first-winter  descriptions.  Nor  does  this  paper  include  in-the-hand 
characters:  these  are  already  well  covered  by  Svensson  ( 1984),  to  which  the 
interested  reader  should  refer. 

All  West  Pale  arctic  wheatears  are  basically  small,  rather  plump  birds, 
with  rather  thin  bills  and  rounded  heads;  brown  or  black  predominates  in 
the  plumage,  and  flashing  black-and-white  patterns  on  the  rump  and  tail 
are  prominent  in  flight  (except  on  Red-rumped  O.  moesta  and  Red-tailed 
Wheatears  0.  xanthoprymna) . Any  wheatear  is  almost  certain  to  reveal  a 
particular  feature  thal  will  narrow  it  down  to  a certain  group;  within  that 
group,  the  differences  between  the  species,  although  possibly  slight  in  some 
cases,  will  enable  eventual  identification.  The  W est  Palearctic  species  can 
be  divided  into  three  main  plumage  types:  ‘brown’,  ‘black’,  and  ‘blaek- 
t h roa ted/ black-eared ’ . Within  these  rather  broad  plumage  types,  further 
groupings  of  similar  species  can  be  made  (see  table  1).  Rump-and-tail 
pattern  is  often  useful  in  wheatear  identification,  but  no  species  is  unique  in 
this  respect,  as  shown  in  table  2.  The  position  is  further  complicated  by 
i those  species  in  which  first-years  have  a slight!)  broader  terminal  tail-band 
than  do  adults. 

Dividing  all  14  species  into  groups  for  identification  purposes  is  not 
easy.  A closer  look,  however,  reveals  that,  in  practically  even  plumage, 
identification  is  possible,  or,  at  worst,  species  can  be  grouped  together  with 
others  sharing  common  or  similar  features.  Two  notable  exceptions  are 
female  and  immature  Pied  0.  pleschanka/ Black-eared  0.  hispanica  and 
Finsch’s  O.finschii./ Mourning  0.  lugens  of  the  race  halophila : these  can  be 
especially  difficult.  Within  some  of  these  groups,  a thorough  knowledge  of 
Northern  Wheatear  will  be  invaluable. 

Wheatears  habitually  bob  their  heads  and  flick  their  wings  and  tails,  but 
this  behaviour  is  variable  and  is  not  considered  a reliable  identification 
feature.  1 1 is  not  fully  treated  here,  nor  is  the  voice,  wheatears  being  usually 
silent  outside  the  breeding  season. 

Plumages  and  moults  oj  wheatears 

A basic  knowledge  of  the  timing  and  extent  of  wheatear  moults  will  aid 
identification  and  ageing.  An  awareness  that  full  summer  plumage  is 
acquired  by  the  loss  of  pale  feather  fringes  in  early  spring,  which  reveals  the 
underlying  coloration,  will  also  explain  some  of  the  variations  in  appear- 
ance. The  following  summary  applies  mainly  to  Northern  Wheatear  and 
other  sexually  dimorphic  species,  but  can  (with  appropriate  interpretation) 
be  applied  to  all  wheatears. 

The  moults  are  basically  the  same  for  all  species:  a partial  post-juvenile 
moult  on  the  breeding  grounds;  a partial  spring  moult  in  the  wintering 
areas  before  migration:  and  a complete  autumn  moult  on  the  breeding 
grounds  before  migration.  One  apparent  exception  is  the  Black  Wheatear 
0.  leucura  (and  possibly  also  other  close!)  related  species),  which,  after  the 


spring 


Black-eared 

hispanica 

autumn 


Black-eared 

rnelanoleuca  a 
autumn  HP 


spring 


pleschanka 
autum  n 


spring 


Fig.  2.  Tail  patterns  and  plumages  of  Black-eared  Whcatcar  Oetianlhe  liispanica  (top  ten  birds) 
and  Pied  \\  hcatear  0 . pleschanka  (bottom  three  birds)  (Alan  Harris ) 
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I able  L.  Plumage  types  of  West  Palearctic  wheatears  Oenanthe,  and  their  divisions  into 
groups  which  share  similar  plumage  characters 


Plumage  types  and  species 


Groups  and 
plumage  characters 


‘Brown’  wheatears 

Isabel  I ine  0.  isabetlina : male,  female  & 

immature  I _ 

Northern  0.  oenanthe'.  female  & immature  _ j , 
Black-eared  0.  hispanica:  female  & immature 
Pied  0.  pleschanka:  female  & immature  :5 

(except  race  cypriaca) 

Mourning  0.  lumens',  female  & immature 
of  race  halophila 

Finseh’s  O.Jinschii:  female  & immature 
Red-tailed  0.  xanthoprymna : male,  female  & 
immature  of  race  chrysopygia  and  female 
of  race  xanthoprymna 

Red-rumped  0.  moesta:  female  & immature  _ 
Hooded  0.  monacha : female  & immature  ( 

Desert  0.  deserti:  female  & immature 


‘Black’  wheatears 

M hite-crowned  Black  0.  leucopyga : male, 
female  & immature 

Black  0.  leucura:  male,  female  & immature 

Eastern  Pied  0.  picata:  male,  female  & 
immature  of  race  opistholeuca  and  some 
females  of  races  picata  & capi strata 


' Black-throated/bi.ack  eared’  wheatears 


Desert:  male 

Red-tailed:  male  of  race  xanthoprymna 
Red-rumped:  male 
Northern:  male  of  race  seebohmi 
Black-eared:  male 
Mourning:  male  of  race  halophila  and 
male  & female  of  race  lugens 
Eastern  Pied:  male,  and  some  females  of 
races  capistrata  & picata 
Pied:  male,  and  female  & immature  of 
race  cypriaca 
Einsch’s:  male 
Hooded:  male 

Hume’s  0.  atboniger : male  & female 


8 
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Group  I.  Buff-brown  plumage, 
no  black  on  throat 
Group  2.  Very  similar  in 
winter  plumages 
Group  3.  W inter  female  and 
1 st-winter  very  similar 
Group  4.  Gan  show  black  on 
throat,  but  not  always 
present 

Group 5.  Predominantly 
brown  (except  male  Red- 
rumped),  but  w ith  reddish  or 
rufous  on  rump  or  tail 
Group  6.  Species  show  ing  none 
of  the  characters  of  the  other 
groups,  but  with  distinctive 
tail  pattern 


Group  7.  All  predominantly 
black  or  sooty 


Group  8.  Males  w ith  blac  k 
ear-coverts  and/or  throats 
with  pale  sandy-brown  or 
grey  upperparts 
Group  9.  True  ‘pied’ 
w heatears.  plumage  divided 
almost  equally  into 
black  and  white 


usual  partial  post-juvenile  moult,  has  only  one,  complete,  moult  each  year 
(in  autumn). 

The  juvenile  plumage  of  all  wheatears  is  distinctively  mottled  or  spotted 
on  the  upperparts  and  breast.  This  plumage  is  lost  in  a partial  moult  in  the 
natal  area,  which  commences  shortly  after  fledging  and  takes  a few  weeks  to 
complete.  This  post-juvenile  moult  involves  the  head  and  body  feathers, 
and  also  a number  of  inner-wing-coverts  (which  varies  according  to  indivi- 
dual or  species).  Occasionally,  a few  of  the  spotted  juvenile  scapulars  are 
retained  throughout  the  first  winter.  The  juvenile  tail  feathers  and  most  or 


halophila 

autumn/winter 
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spring 
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Fig.  T Tail  patterns  and  plumages  of  Mourning  Wlieatcars  Oenanthe  lugens  (top  five  birds), 
Finsch’s  Wheatear  O.finschii  (centre  three  birds)  and  Hooded  Whcatear  0.  monacha  (bottom 

left)  (d/an  Harris) 
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all  ol  the  juvenile  wing  feathers  are  retained.  The  post-juvenile  moult 
results  in  first-winter  plumage. 

1 he  first-winter  plumage  of  both  sexes  resembles  that  of  the  adult  winter 
female  (but  males  of  Hooded  0.  monacha  and  Pied  Wheatears  are  both 
identifiable  as  such  in  first-winter  plumage).  It  is  lost  in  a partial  spring 
moult,  in  the  winter  quarters  immediately  before  the  return  migration.  The 
extent  ol  this  moult  varies  according  to  individual  or  species;  it  involves 
some  or  all  of  the  head  and  body  feathers,  and  results  in  first-summer 
plumage. 

\\  hen  fresh,  the  first-summer  plumage  of  both  sexes  resembles  that  of  the 
respective  fresh  adult  summer.  Full  first-summer  coloration  is  acquired  by 
loss  in  early  spring  of  the  pale  feather  fringes  on  the  body  and  wings; 
first-summer  males  are  then  distinguishable  from  adult  summer  males  by 
their  ‘less-smart’  plumage.  First-summer  plumage  is  sometimes  also 
distinguishable  (from  adult  summer)  by  the  older,  more  faded  and  browner 
(less-black)  flight  feathers  (still  retained  from  juvenile  plumage).  First- 
summer  plumage  is  lost  in  a complete  autumn  moult,  which  takes  place  in 
the  breeding  areas  in  late  summer  and  early  autumn.  This  moult  results  in 
adult  winter  plumage. 

Adult  winter  plumage  has  pale-fringed  body  and  wing  feathers,  and 
resembles  first-winter  plumage.  Adult  winter  males,  however,  are  usually 
distinguishable  from  first-winters  and  adult  winter  females  by  their 
brighter,  more  summer-like  head  pattern,  which  is  only  partially  obscured 
by  pale  feather  fringes.  Adult  winter  plumage  is  lost  in  a partial  spring 
moult,  in  the  wintering  areas  immediately  before  the  return  migration.  The 
extent  of  this  moult  varies  according  to  individual  or  species;  it  invokes 
some  or  all  of  the  head  and  body  plumage  and  sometimes  also  some  inner 
wing  feathers.  This  moult  results  in  adult  summer  plumage. 

Adult  summer  plumage,  when  fresh,  can  be  little  different  from  adult 
winter  plumage,  but  full  summer  coloration  is  usually  rather  quickly 
acquired  in  early  spring  by  loss  of  the  pale  feather  fringes  on  the  head,  body 
and  wings. 

‘Brown’  wheatears 

Group  1.  Northern  Wheatear  and  Isabelline  Wheatear 

In  autumn,  Northern  W heatears  bear  a close  resemblance  to  Isabelline 
W heatears  of  all  ages.  The  tail  is  an  important  distinguishing  feature, 
Isabelline  having  the  terminal  half  black  and  about  1 cm  more  on  the 
central  pair  of  feathers  (see  fig.  4).  On  some,  however,  there  is  less  black  in 
the  tail,  giving  a pattern  approaching  that  of  Northern.  Moreover,  on 
Northern  Wheatear  the  black  band  covers  a slightly  greater  area  on  first- 
years  than  on  adults.  On  Isabelline.  the  white  area  on  the  rump  is  less 
extensive  than  on  Northern  and,  together  with  the  usually  smaller  amount 
of  white  on  the  tail,  presents  a more  confined  area  of  white. 

Generally,  the  larger,  longer-legged,  more  erect  and  robust-looking 
Isabelline  is  pale  buff  or  sandy-coloured  on  the  upperparts,  whereas 
Northern  is  duller,  more  earth-brown.  I he  general  colour  of  the  wings  is 
also  very  distinctive,  with  the  sandy-buff  of  Isabelline  matching  the  colour 
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Northern  Isabelline 


Pied 


Black-eared 


Desert  Black 


Mourning  Finsch’s  Eastern  Pied  Hooded 


t ig.  4.  Fail  patterns  of  12  species  of  West 
Palearctic  wheatears  Oenanthe  ( Alan  Harris) 

Hume’s  White-crowned  Black 


Table  2.  Comparative  tail  patterns  of  West  Palearctic  wheatears  Oenanthe 


Pattern 


Species  showing  pattern 


As  Northern  Wheatear  0.  oenanthe 


More  white  in  tail  than  Northern 

More  black  in  tail  than  Northern 

Red  at  base  of  tail 
No  black  terminal  band 


Black  0.  leucura\  Hume’s  0.  alboniger ; Putsch's 
O.finschii  (but  can  show  white/buff  tips  to  outer 
3 feathers);  Mourning  0.  lugens  (but  can  show 
white/bufT lips  to  outer  4 feathers);  Eastern 
Pied  0.  picata  (S.  C.  Madge  in  litt.)\ some  Black- 
eared 0.  hispanica  (S.  C.  Madge  in  lilt.);  and,  of 
course,  Northern  of  race  seebohmi 

Black-eared:  Pied  0 . pleschanka:  some  Eastern 
Pied 

Isabelline  0.  isabellina;  Desert  0.  deserli\  Red- 
rum ped  0.  moesta 

Red-rumped;  Red-tailed  ().  xanthoprymna 

White-crowned  Black  0.  leucopyga;  Hooded 
0.  monacha 
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of  the  rest  o(  its  plumage  and  with  the  dark  brown  alula  contrasting  with  the 
rest  of  the  wing;  on  Northern,  the  dark  alula  contrasts  less  against  the  more 
extensively  dark-centred  coverts  and  flight  feathers.  On  Isabelline,  the 
bunched  secondaries  and  tertials  cover  the  primaries  more  than  on 
Northern,  giving  a less  triangular  shape  and  shorter  primary  projection 
(see  Brit.  Birds  76:  430,  plate  173;  78:  305,  plate  143).  The  underwing- 
coverts  and  the  undersides  of  the  flight  feathers  are  creamy  or  pale  buff  on 
Isabelline,  and  black  or  dark  grey  with  coverts  broadly  edged  and  tipped 
w hite  on  Northern.  Obtaining  views  of  the  underwing  is  not  easy,  but  the 
general  impression  of  Isabelline’s  pale  underwing  is  usually  apparent.  To 
the  practised  eye,  the  wing  of  Isabelline  is  slightly,  but  noticeably,  broader. 

I he  supercilium  of  Isabelline  is  in  most  cases  rather  well  defined,  especially 
in  summer  plumage,- when,  also,  the  lores  and  eye-stripe  are  invariably 
black  or  blackish-brown.  In  fresh  plumage,  however,  some  Isabelline  can 
have  pale  lores  or  pale  tips  obscuring  the  darker  feathers;  thus,  the  head 
pattern  can  be  extremely  similar  to  that  of  Northern. 

As  described  by  Kitson  (1979),  Isabelline’s  strong-looking  bill  with  its 
broad  and  deep  base,  giving  an  almost  chisel  shape,  and  its  flatter  and 
disproportionately  large  head  give  a head  shape  significantly  different  from 
that  of  Northern.  Northern  has  a medium-sized  bill,  in  proportion  with  its 
head  size  and  shape,  which  does  not  stand  out  as  especially  large  or 
chisel-shaped;  its  head  is  gently  rounded  and  not  at  all  broad-looking. 
These  differences,  though  subtle,  are  appreciable  in  the  field.  The  shape  of 
the  supercilium,  head  and  bill  of  both  species  are  illustrated  in  photographs 
accompanying  Tye  & Tye  (1983)  and  Alstrom  (1985).  A hooked  bill, 
previously  cited  as  a character  of  Isabelline,  is  not  valid  for  identification; 
examples  can  be  found  in  museum  collections  of  individuals  of  almost  all 
wheatears,  including  Northern,  which  show  this  feature  (see  also  Brit.  Birds 
78:  305,  plate  141).  ' 

Isabelline,  with  an  average  tarsus  length  of  over  28  mm,  is  very  long- 
legged,  as  clearly  shown  in  Tye  & Tye  (1983,  plates  174  and  176)  and 
Alstrom  (1985,  plates  142  and  143).  Northern  rarely,  if  ever,  looks 
especially  long-legged.  Isabelline,  being  longer-legged,  is  more  inclined  to 
run  than  to  hop,  and  frequently  does  so  for  considerable  distances,  in  a 
fashion  recalling  Song  Thrush  Turdus philomelos , with  its  head  and  body  held 
horizontally. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  187-196. 

Group  2.  Northern  Wheatear  and  Black-eared  Wheatear 

Females  and  first-winter  males  present  possible  confusion.  In  fresh 
plumage,  the  wing  pattern  is  similar  on  both  species,  but  Black-eared  is 
generally  more  sandy  or  buff  and  the  feather  fringes  are  not  so  broad,  so  that 
the  black  on  the  rest  of  the  feathers  shows  up  more  on  the  closed  wing  than  is 
the  case  with  Northern.  The  upperparts  of  Black-eared  of  the  race 
melanoleuca  varv  from  a pale  sandy-brown  recalling  I awny  Pipit  Anthus 
campeslris  to  a darker  brown,  while  those  of  the  race  hispanica  retain  a rich 
brow  n tone  compared  with  the  more  earth-brown  tones  ol  Northern.  Black- 
eared can  also  have  a warm  rufous  or  deep  buffy-orange  tone  to  the  fringes 
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of  the  secondaries  and  tertials.  The  tail  pattern  is  perhaps  the  best  all-year- 
around  character,  with  most  Black-eared  having  a thin,  often  broken 
terminal  band;  some  tail  feathers  may  have  only  a small  amount  of  black  or 
none  at  all  (see  fig.  4).  Also,  the  amount  of  black  on  the  outer  web  of  the 
outermost  tail  feather  is  much  more  extensive  than  on  Northern. 

First-winter  Black-eared  is  particularly  difficult.  Its  general  appearance 
is  like  that  of  a pale  adult  female  and  with  a broader,  more  Northern-like 
black  terminal  tail-band,  but  the  wing-coverts  have  less-broad  buffi  edges 
and  the  head  is  rather  plain  and  featureless,  except  for  the  dark  lores.  The 
supercilium  is  indistinct  or  ill-defined  and  uniformly  huffish,  or  absent; 
unlike  Northern,  there  is  no  dark  eye-stripe;  and  the  ear-coverts  are  more 
uniform.  The  underparts  are  usually  much  paler  on  Black-eared,  with  a. 
warm  sandy-buff  or  orange  wash  to  the  breast  or  with  a pale  chin  and 
throat,  this  colour  extending  over  the  entire  underparts  on  some  indi- 
viduals. 

At  all  ages,  Black-eared  is  relatively  longer-tailed  than  Northern  and 
appears  a rather  slender  and  somewhat  more  agile  bird,  nimbly  flitting 
from  perch  to  ground  and  back.  It  frequently  flicks  its  wings  and  tail  in  a 
very  upright  attitude,  recalling  a Robin  Erithacus  rubecula , which  Northern 
tends  to  reserve  for  alarm  posture. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  187-193  and  204-210. 

Group  3.  Pied  and  Black-eared  Wheatears 

Adult  females  and  first-winter  females  are  particularly  similar  in  autumn 
plumage. 

The  adult  and  first-winter  female  plumages  of  these  two  wheatears 
(which  taxonomically  form  a species  pair)  probably  present  the  largest 
identification  problem  in  the  field  of  all  wheatear  species;  autumn  indivi- 
duals, particularly  first-winter  females,  are  very  similar,  and  the  extremes 
in  plumage  variations  of  the  two  overlap;  in  rare  instances,  some  are  truly 
inseparable,  as  the  two  species  hybridise  in  overlap  zones  in  the  Elburz 
mountains  south  of  the  Caspian  in  Iran,  and  possibly  at  two  other  areas 
where  the  ranges  meet.  Both  are  similar  in  size  and  shape,  rather  slender  or 
almost  delicate  in  appearance,  with  relatively  thin  bills  (thinner  than 
Northern),  a rather  rounded  head  shape  (despite  some  field  guides  recom- 
mending this  as  a character  solely  of  Black-eared)  and  brown  or  greyish- 
brown  plumage  tones,  with  the  black  at  the  tip  of  the  tail  feathers  variable, 
but  usually  quite  considerable  on  the  outermost  pair. 

In  common  with  several  other  wheatear  species,  adult  and  first-winter 
female  Pieds  in  autumn  are  probably  not  always  safely  separable.  Both  are 
very  similar  in  plumage  at  this  time  of  year  and  the  range  in  variations  of 
plumage  can  be  so  confusing  as  to  make  ageing  impossible.  This  has 
received  little  or  no  attention  in  most  field  guides,  and  illustrations  in 
several  are  grossly  inadequate. 

Female  and  first-year  female  Black-eared  of  both  hispanica  and  melanoleuca 
in  autumn  invariably  have  a warm  or  sandy-brown  tone  to  the  head, 
mantle,  back  and  scapulars,  and  a warm  buffi,  orange  or  sandy  wash  to  the 
t hroat  or  breast,  extending  on  some  to  the  belly. 
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Female  and  first-year  female  Pied  in  autumn  are  a deep  brown  or 
grey-brown  tone  that  lacks  any  warmth  of  buff  in  the  plumage  of  the 
upperparts,  and  most  appear  as  a cold  brown  with  a definite  greyish  cast: 
the  summer  and  autumn  females  illustrated  by  Lars  jonsson  ( 1980,  Birds  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  Alps)  are  a good  depiction  of  the  colour , but  on  average 
first-years  are  duller.  Both  show  pale  fringes  to  the  tips  of  the  mantle  and 
scapulars,  forming  a contrast  to  the  darker  centres  of  the  feathers,  but  this  is 
usually  more  extensive  or  better  defined  on  first-years.  On  the  adult  female, 
the  chin  and  throat  are  characteristically  grey  or  dirty  greyish,  finely 
streaked  darker,  becoming  a definite  dark  but  not  black  on  the  throat.  On 
some,  the  upper  breast  is  a rich  buff-brown  or  even  rusty-buff,  but  this  is  a 
variable  feature  and  some  have  little  or  no  buff  or  rust  colour  below  the 
throat.  Many  adult  females  in  summer  plumage  show  little  or  no  rusty  buff 
on  the  breast,  but  can  have  a slightly  warm  buff  wash,  whilst  others  are 
entirely  white  on  the  breast  and  belly.  On  some,  this  buff-brown  or  rust 
colour  is  either  a thin  band  or  restricted  to  the  sides  of  the  lower  throat  and 
breast.  1 he  belly  and  flanks  are  washed  a dingy  buff  or  dirty  white. 
First-year  females  are  similar  to  adult  females  (as  are  first-year  males,  but 
with  a definite  black  chin,  throat  and  ear-coverts,  often  partially  obscured 
bv  pale  buff  tips,  but  prominent  at  sides),  but  usually  have  more  or 
better-defined  pale  tips  to  the  mantle  and  scapulars,  and  in  addition  to  the 
dirty  grey  chin  and  throat  have  rust  brown  tones  on  the  breast,  often  well 
defined.  On  a few,  however,  the  chin  and  throat  can  be  a pale  buff  , sandy  or 
almost  white,  and  thus  can  easily  resemble  a dull  Black-eared. 

First-year  female  Black-eared  of  both  races  have  a rather  speckled  head 
and  body  plumage  when  recently  out  of  the  nest,  with  pale  buff  tips  to  the 
feathers  of  the  crown,  nape,  ear-coverts,  mantle  and  scapulars  which  are 
replaced  in  July  and  August  by  the  warmer  buff  or  brown  feathers  of 
first-winter  plumage.  Some,  however,  perhaps  exceptionally,  do  not  lose  all 
their  pale  feathers,  with  fine  buff  tips  showing  on  the  mantle  and  scapulars, 
retaining  them  into  midwinter.  Some  adult  female  Black-eared,  especially 
of  the  eastern  race  melano/euca,  can  also  show  some  pale  buff  tips  to  the  back, 
mantle  and  scapulars,  but  this  is  more  a feature  of  Pied,  which  in  autumn 
(August-November)  has  a complete  pale  buff  crescent  to  the  feathers, 
contrasting  with  the  dark  centre  and  base,  forming  a scalloped  effect  in  rows 
across  the  mantle  and  scapulars,  with  the  pale  edges  and  tips  standing  out 
against  the  dark  brown  or  grev-brown  centres.  There  is  some  caution 
needed  here,  as  by  late  October-November  some  lose  the  pale  scalloping 
through  gradual  wear  or  abrasion  and  often  show  only  a pale  buff  spot  or 
flecking  at  the  feather  tip.  On  Black-eared,  the  pale  tips  are  reduced  and 
more  widely  spaced  apart,  and,  without  the  dark  centres  to  the  feathers, 
present  no  contrast,  so  lacking  any  pronounced  waved  or  lined  effect. 

The  pale  tips  on  both  species  are  worn  off  in  midwinter,  with  most  losing 
them  by  January,  but  some  can  have  done  so  by  early  December.  One 
female  Black-eared  melano/euca  in  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History) 
collection  at  Tring  dated  April,  however,  still  had  noticeable  pale  tips  to  the 
mantle  and  scapulars,  together  with  a dull  brown  back  lacking  any  warmth 
in  the  plumage  (an  extreme  variation  in  the  range  of  Black-eared  plumage) 
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and  was  thus  similar  to  and  confusable  with  an  autumn  Pied,  but  the  chin 
and  throat  were  entirely  pale  and  the  breast  was  clearly  washed  orange, 
fading  to  a whitish  belly. 

Autumn  Pied — both  adult  and  first-autumn  females — on  average  shows 
a pale  supercilium,  well  defined  and  pale  huffish  on  some,  quite  strongly 
almost  creamy  on  first-winters,  both  in  front  of  and  behind  the  eye,  but  on 
adults  it  can  be  somewhat  indistinct.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  Black- 
eared females  can  also  show  a pale  supercilium,  usually  behind  the  eye 
when  present,  against  a more  uniform  tone  in  front  of  the  eye. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  196-210. 


Group  4.  Female  and  first-winter  Finsch’s,  Mourning  and  Black- 
eared Wheatears 

Confusion  between  the  females  and  first-winters  of  these  three  species  arises 
in  North  Africa,  where  Mourning  of  the  race  halophila  (Morocco,  Algeria 
and  Libya,  in  winter  to  western  Egypt)  is  found  alongside  Black-eared  of 
the  race  hispanica;  Finsch’s  migrates  through  this  region,  but  very'  rarely 
occurs  west  of  the  Nile.  Female  and  first-winter  halophila  are  significantly 
different  from  the  male,  while  those  of  the  eastern  race  lugens  (west  to  Sinai 
and  eastern  Egypt)  are  similar,  if  not  identical,  to  the  male. 


Fig.  5a.  Plumages  of ‘black-and-white’  wheatears  Oenanthe : Black  0.  leucnra  (top  two  birds). 
Eastern  Pied  0.  picata  (left  two  birds)  and  White-crowned  Black  O.  leucofivga  (bottom  three 

birds,  showing  variation)  (Alan  Harris ) 
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Black-eared  has  a fine,  slim  bill,  whereas  the  bill  of  both  Mourning  and 
Finsch’s  is  deeper  and  marginally  stouter  at  the  base.  Mourning  has  a 
slightly  longer  bill  than  the  other  two,  but  these  differences  are  perhaps  only 
relative,  and  detectable  only  with  experience.  All  three  species  have  black, 
brown  or  dark  grey  on  the  throat.  Finsch’s  and  Mourning  both  have 
grey-brown  upperparts  and  white  tips  to  at  least  the  outer  three  tail  feathers 
(usually  the  outer  four  on  Mourning,  but  this  is  not  always  obvious  in  the 
field  and  can  be  lacking  through  wear). 

Black-cared  is  by  far  the  warmest  of  the  three  in  general  plumage  tones, 
with  sandy  to  buff-brown  on  the  crown,  mantle  and  scapulars,  occasionally 
showing  pale  thin  buffy  feather  fringes,  and  invariably  a warm  buff,  sandy 
or  orange  tone  to  the  breast,  if  not  the  entire  underparts;  the  wings, 
especially  of  females,  can  be  almost  black  (much  the  darkest  of  the  three) 
and  in  winter  have  clearly  discernible  sandy  or  gingery  edges  to  the 
secondaries  and  tertials.  When  seen  well,  Black-eared  can  be  confirmed  by 
its  warm  plumage  tones  and  by  its  tail  pattern,  which  shows  more  white  on 
the  outer  feathers  and  a complete  but  uneven  blackish  terminal  band;  the 
tail-band  on  Finsch’s  and  Mourning  is  of  even  width. 

Most  Mourning  of  the  race  halophila  have  a black  or  blackish  throat,  this 
colour  sometimes  extending  to  the  upper  breast,  and  a white  or  huffish 
wash  on  the  underparts,  most  marked  on  the  undertail-coverts.  On  female 


Mourning 


Northern 

seebohmi 


Fig.  5b.  Plumages  of ‘black-and-white’  wheatears  Oemnthr.  Hume’s  0.  alboniger  (top  left), 
Hooded  0.  monachn  (top  right).  Northern  0.  oenanlhe  of  race  seebohmi  (head  at  left) . Mourning  0. 
tugens  (bottom  left  bird).  Pied  0.  pleschanka  (bottom  centre),  and  Eastern  Pied  O.picata  (bottom 

right )(Alan  Harris) 
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Finsch’s,  the  undertail-coverts  are  usually  pure  white,  but  on  some  indi- 
viduals a pale  peachy-buff  tone  can  be  detected^at  very  close  range.  Most 
female  and  most  first-winter  Finsch’s  lack  obvious  black  or  blackish  on  the 
throat  (but  see  note  on  throat  plumage  of  females  on  page  215),  as  this  is 
often  obscured  by  white  or  pale  feather  tips;  they  are  rather  dull,  nonde- 
script birds,  with  pale,  almost  silvery-grey  on  the  upperparts  (the  eastern 
race  barnesi  is  greyish-brown  in  w inter),  brown  or  dark  brown  wing-coverts 
and  flight  feathers,  warm  brown  ear-coverts,  and  white  or  whitish  under- 
parts. Female  halophila  is  never  silvery-grey  above,  but,  as  some  winter 
female  and  first-winter  Finsch’s  have  sandy-grey  or  greyish-brown  upper- 
parts,  these  two  species  may  at  times  be  difficult  to  separate. 

General  attitude  and  stance  is  often  useful.  Black-eared  appears  rather  . 
slim,  with  a fine  bill  and  a longish  tail,  and  habitually  frequents  high 
perches  such  as  telegraph  wires  or  the  tops  of  bushes  or  posts.  Mourning  is 
considerably  heavier  and  more  stocky,  and  closer  in  jizz  to  Finsch's. 
Finsch’s  is  much  more  upright,  looking  long-legged  and  with  a longish  tail, 
two-thirds  of  which  shows  beyond  the  closed  w ings,  and  a fuller  or  fatter 
body;  it  is  much  more  ground-loving,  preferring  a low' vantage  point  such  as 
a boulder  or  low  wall. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  214-216,  224-228  and  204-210. 

Group  5.  Red-rumped  Wheatear  and  Red-tailed  Wheatear 

These  two  species  are  predominantly  brown  (except  male  Red-rumped), 
but  show  some  rufous,  cinnamon  or  pinky-red  on  either  the  rump,  the  base 
of  the  tail,  or  both,  which  separates  them  from  all  other  West  Palearctic 
wheatears  (but  note  that  Desert  in  fresh  plumage  may  show'  a warm  buff 
rump,  and  adult  female  Hooded  can  show  buff  to  rufous-buff  on  rump  and 
tail). 

Red-rumped  is  large,  rather  robust,  relatively  long-legged,  and  ground- 
loving,  with  quite  a distinctive  rump-and-tail  pattern  (the  amount  of  black 
in  the  tail  is  equalled  only  by  Desert,  which  is  instantly  separable).  Adult 
and  first-winter  females  have  less  black  and  more  brown  in  the  tail,  which 
shows  an  indistinct  short-stalked  inverted  T;  both  have  warm  brown  or 
cinnamon  on  the  head  and  nape,  and  the  rump  is  often  paler  on  first- 
winters. 

Red-tailed  is  less  robust  and  more  sleek  and  slender-looking.  Two  races 
— xanthoprymna  and  chrysopygia , separable  in  the  field — occur  in  the  West 
Palearctic;  a hybrid  form  Pummingi'  shows  features  of  both.  The  rump  and 
uppertail-coverts  are  a warm  rufous,  but  the  bases  of  the  outer  tail-coverts 
and  the  base  of  the  tail  vary  from  white  to  pale  orange  on  xanthoprymna , to 
orange  or  pale  chestnut — generally  warmest  and  deepest  in  fresh  winter 
plumage — on  chrysopygia.  The  tips  of  all  tail  feathers  are  orange  or  orange- 
buff,  deeper  in  colour  and  broader  on  chrysopygia.  Males  of  the  race  xantho- 
prymna have  the  lores,  ear-eoverts,  chin  and  throat  black,  and  Bates  (1935) 
has  shown  that  females  of  that  race  can  also  have  black  throats.  Males  of the 
race  chrysopygia  are  similar  to  the  females  of  both  Red-rumped  and  Red- 
tailed  Wheatears:  generally  dull  sandy-brown  or  grey-brown  in 

appearance,  with  pale  cream  or  white  on  the  chin  and  throat,  a darker  loral 
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streak,  a pronounced  pale  supercilium,  and  grey  ear-coverts  tinged  dark 
brown.  On  both  races,  the  wing-coverts  arc  brown  or  dull  grey-brown  in 
summer  plumage;  in  fresh  winter  plumage,  these  have  broad  buff  fringes, 
especially  on  the  greater  coverts  (concealing  the  darker  centres),  and  the 
median  coverts  are  grevish-brown.  The  tertials  are  dark  brown,  with  broad 
rufous  fringes  in  fresh  winter  plumage,  and  the  flight  feathers  are  dark 
brown  (blackish  on  xanthoprymna) . The  underparts  are  pale,  sometimes 
washed  grey  or  buff,  paler  on  the  belly  and  warmer  on  the  flanks,  with  vent 
and  undertail-coverts  tinged  orange  or  rufous. 

Both  races  ol  Red-tailed  occur  in  the  West  Palearctic  only  in  the 
southeast  corner.  Several  pairs  of  xanthoprymna  have  recently  been  found 
breeding  in  eastern  Turkey  (Kumerloeve^a/.  1984),  and  chrvsopygia  breeds 
in  the  Caucasus  (notably  in  Armenia  and  Azerbaydzhan).  This  species 
remains  relatively  unknown  and  little  studied,  and  requires  further  investi- 
gation into  the  plumages;  at  least  one  other  form,  k kingi ',  with  paler  mantle 
and  back,  has  been  described  from  Afghanistan  and  northwest  India.  The 
question  ol  dimorphism  in  females,  as  well  as  the  exact  breeding  distri- 
bution, also  require  clarification. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  2 lb-221. 


Group  6.  Female  and  first-winter  Desert  Wheatear  and  Hooded 
Wheatear 

Both  these  species  have  a distinctive  tail  pattern,  facilitating  identification. 
Desert  has  a virtually  all-black  or  dark  brown  tail,  with  onlv  a small  amount 
of  white  at  the  base  of  the  outer  leathers.  Hooded  has  dark  brown  central 
tail  leathers,  with  outers  whitish  or  pale  buff  at  the  base  grading  into  bufl  or 
deep  tawny  buff  on  the  distal  half  and  with  a brown  wedge  at  the  tip  of  the 
outer  leather.  Female  and  first-winter  Hooded  have  much  paler  buff 
plumage  than  any  other  wheatears;  some  female  Finsch’s  can  approach  it. 
but  are  invariably  much  greyer.  Hooded  also  has  the  longest  bill  of  any 
wheatear.  and  it  is  often  held  uptilted.  this  being  a notable  characteristic  of 
the  species. 

Female  and  first-winter  Desert  are  sandy-coloured,  lacking  the  bright 
tones  of  the  adult  male  and  more  dull  yellow  than  golden;  the  upperparts 
are  tinged  dull  buff,  especially  in  winter  plumages.  Although  bearing  a 
passing  resemblance  to  Isabelline.  they  lack  that  species'  uniform  pale 
brown  tones,  have  neither  its  big  bill  nor  its  large-headed  appearance,  and 
have  dark  brown-black  flight  feathers. 

O 

On  female  and  first-winter  Hooded,  the  underparts  can  vary  from  white 
or  off-white  to  orange  or  reddish-brown,  often  with  a tinge  of  buff  on  the 
breast;  the  pale  throat  is  a constant  feature.  The  tail  is  long  and  looks 
particularlv  thin  on  perched  individuals.  The  wings  may  also  appear  long; 
this,  together  with  the  pale  buff-brown  upperparts.  recalls  Spotted 
Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata.  The  legs  often  appear  rather  short,  but  this 
depends  on  the  viewing  angle. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  2 10-214  and  228-23 1 . 
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Fig.  6.  Tail  patterns  and  plumages  of  Red-rumped  Wheatear  Oenanthe  moesla  (top  two  birds), 
Red-tailed  Wheatear  0.  xarithoprymna  (centre  three  birds)  and  Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  0.  picata 

(bottom  three  birds)  [Alan  Harris) 
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‘Black’  wheatears 

Group  7.  Black,  White-crowned  Black  and  Eastern  Pied  Wheatear 
(race  opistholeuca) 

Eastern  Pied  \\  heatear  comprises  three  races,  picata,  capistrata  and 
opistholeuca  (sometimes  considered  merely  as  colour  phases).  It  breeds 
eastwards  from  central  and  southern  Iran  to  northwest  India,  and  is 
included  here  on  the  basis  of  evidence  presented  by  Clarke  (1981)  and 
Wallace  (1988b)  that  a small  isolated  group  of  opistholeuca  has  existed  for 
some  time  in  southern  Syria  and  central  Jordan.  Recent  investigations  in 
Jordan  (E.  Cornwallis  in  lilt.)  suggest,  however,  that  these  are  not 
opistholeuca , but  may  well  be  a previously  undescribed  race  of  Mourning 
Wheatear. 

1 hese  are  the  three  darkest  wheatears  in  the  Palearctic,  although 
aberrant  melanistic  Northern  Wheatears  do  occur  (Sage  1962).  All  three 
are  extremely  similar  in  appearance,  having  virtually  identical  amounts  of 
black  and  white  in  the  plumage.  Close  attention  to  size,  shape,  tone  of  the 
black  and  extent  ol  the  white,  together  with  tail  pattern,  will  enable 
identification.  1 he  ranges  of  Black  and  W hite-crowned  Black  overlap  in 
North  Africa. 

I he  most  distinctive  ol  the  three  species  is  the  white-crowned  form  of 
W hite-crowned  Black,  but  first-years  and  some  adults  have  entirelv  black 
crowns  and  napes.  Indeed,  every  intermediate  phase  between  all-black  and 
pure  white  crowns  has  been  recorded.  In  all  plumages,  the  rump-and-tail 
pattern  ol  White-crowned  Black  is  diagnostic:  black  central  tail  feathers, 
white  outer  tail  feathers  with  little  or  no  black,  and  a large  expanse  of  white 
across  the  rump  and  lower  back  (fig.  4).  The  black  parts  of  the  plumage  of 
W hite-crowned  Black  are  a glossy  blue-black  (on  first-years  the  glossiness 
is  usually  confined  to  the  sides  of  the  breast/upper-mantle  area  and  wing- 
coverts);  the  dark  plumage  of  Black  has  a slight  gloss  or  sheen,  but  is 
decidedly  sooty-black. 

Black  is  the  largest  of  the  wheatears,  rather  large-headed  and  plump, 
with  a large  bill,  and  has  a more  laboured  or  slower  flight,  which  has  been 
likened  to  that  of  a small  Blackbird  Turdus  merula.  The  broad  black  terminal 
band  on  its  tail  shows  clearly  in  flight,  although  a slight  variation  has  been 
found  on  some  adult  males  and  females.  The  black  on  the  belly  extends  to 
the  ventral  region  (white  on  W hite-crowned  Black),  although  in  winter 
plumage  some  can  show  pale  or  white  tips  to  the  belly  feathers. 

Adidt  male  Eastern  Pied  of  the  race  opistholeuca  has  sooty-black  or 
blackish-brown  plumage  and  bears  a much  closer  resemblance  to  Black.  Its 
compactness,  usually  smaller  .size,  less  large-headed  appearance,  fairly 
small  weak  bill,  and  deeper  black  plumage  lacking  any  gloss  should  be 
noted.  Black  and  Eastern  Pied  have  a similar  rump-and-tail  pattern,  but 
Eastern  Pied  has  relatively  more  extensive  white  on  the  rump,  reaching  the 
lower  back,  and  shows  more  white  in  flight;  the  difference,  however,  is 
small,  and  overlaps  exist. 

Females  of'  Black  and  Eastern  Pied  opistholeuca  are  generally  duller  and 
browner  than  males,  lacking  the  jet-black  plumage  tones  and  the  gloss. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  233-235,  232-233  and  221-224. 
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‘ Beack-throated/beack-eared1  wheatears 

Group  8.  Males  of  Desert,  Northern  (race  seeBohnu ) and  black-throated 
form  of  Black-eared  Wheatears 

Compare  also  with  species  in  group  5,  which,  however,  differ  in  pattern  and 
coloration  of  rump  and  tail. 

Summer  males  of  these  species  have  black  lores,  ear-coverts,  chin  and 
throat,  and  pale  sandy,  brown  or  grey  upperparts.  In  winter  plumage,  the 
black  of  the  throat  is  flecked  and  tipped  white.  All  also  have  black  upper- 
wings.  The  extent  of  black  and  white  (or  buff)  on  the  sides  of  the  neck, 
together  with  the  colour  of  the  mantle,  back  and  scapulars,  are  critical 
identification  features. 

On  Desert,  the  black  of  the  throat  is  connected  thinly  across  the  side  of 
the  neck  to  the  black  of  the  wings  (but  beware  individuals  moulting  lesser 
coverts,  which  can  show  a broken  line  of  black).  The  upperparts  are  golden, 
sandy  or  pinky-brown,  and  the  tail  pattern  can  be  confused  only  with  that  of' 
a pale-rumped  male  Red-rumped  \\  heatear. 

On  Northern  of  the  race  seebohmi , the  black  of  the  throat  does  not 
normally  meet  that  of  the  wings.  There  are,  however,  two  skins  in  the 
British  Museum  (Nat.  Hist.)  collection  at  firing  on  which  the  black  of  the 
chin  and  throat  extends  across  the  sides  of  the  neck,  meeting  the  black 
wing-coverts.  In  addition,  S.  Christensen  has  informed  me  (in  litt.)  of  a 
series  of  photographs,  taken  in  Morocco  in  midsummer,  of  males  ‘showing 
distinct  black  band  connecting  black  of  throat  with  black  of  wings, 
matching  any  Desert  \\  heatear  . . . the  typical  tail  pattern  of  Northern 
\\  heatear  was  visible  as  well  as  the  upperparts  colour.’  It  may  be,  as 
Christensen  postulates,  that  the  black  on  the  sides  of  the  neck  is  obscured  by 
white  or  pale  feather  tips  in  fresh  plumage  and  shows  through  only  in 
abraded  plumage.  Adult  summer  male  seebohmi  has  distinctive  blue-grey 
upperparts;  these  are  pale  brownish  in  winter  plumage,  when  white 
flecking  is  also  present  on  the  chin  and  throat  feathers.  The  tail  pattern  is  as 
on  nominate  oenanthe. 

On  the  black-throated  form  of  Black-eared,  of  both  races  hispanica  and 
melanoleuca , the  black  of  the  throat  does  not  meet  the  black  of  the  scapulars 
and  wings.  It  may,  however,  appear  to  do  so  on  some  male  melanoleuca  with 
extensive  black  on  the  throat  (S.  C.  Madge  in  litt.)-  The  upperparts  are 
white,  sandy  or  golden-brown.  The  tail  pattern  is  variable  (see  fig.  4),  but 
(especially  on  first-winters)  usually  shows  a lot  of  White  in  the  outer  leathers 
except  the  outermost  pair.  At  rest,  the  tail  looks  long.  Confusion  may  arise 
with  Desert,  until  the  tail  pattern  is  seen,  and  with  Finsch’s. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  210-214,  192-193  and  204-210. 

Group  9.  Black-eared,  Mourning,  Finsch’s,  Pied,  Eastern  Pied, 
Hooded  and  Hume’s  Wheatears 

Males  of  these  species  are  all  predominantly  black-and-white  in  all 
plumages.  Females  of  Hume’s,  of'  Pied  of  the  race  cypriaca , and  of  nominate 
Mourning  are  similar  to  males  and  are  also  included  here,  while  females  of 
Eastern  Pied  can  resemble  dull  males.  Confusion  between  these  wheatears 
is  likely  especially  in  the  Near  and  Middle  East,  where  many  of  the  West 
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Palearctic  species  breed  or  occur  on  passage.  Careful  attention  to  the  extent 
ol  black  and  white  on  the  throat,  breast,  nape  and  lower  back  should  enable 
accurate  identification. 

On  male  Mourning  of  the  race  halophila  and  male  and  female  of  the  race 
lugens , the  black  ol  the  throat  joins  the  black  of  the  wings,  mantle  and  upper 
or  uppermost  back.  The  forehead,  crown  and  nape  are  pale  grey  ( halophila ) 
or  white  (lugens),  this  colour  encroaching  slightly  onto  the  upper  mantle. 
Black  of  lores  and  ear-coverts  passes  through  (not  over)  the  eye.  On  both 
races,  the  mantle  is  90%  black  (not  as  depicted  in  Heinzel  et  at.  1972)  and 
the  lower  back  and  rump  white.  The  undertail-coverts  and  vent  vary  from 
bull  to  deep  orange;  on  a few  individuals,  they  can  be  entirely  white,  while 
on  others  pale  bull'  is  restricted  to  the  vent.  On  lugens , the  inner  webs  of  the 
primaries  are  white  on  both  surfaces,  this  showing  well  in  flight;  on 
halophila , the  primaries  are  largely  grey  or  grey-brown  to  dark  grey,  with 
only  a restricted  amount  of  pale  showing  on  the  inner  webs  of  the  primaries. 
The  outer  three  tail  feathers  have  white  tips,  but  these  are  not  usually  so 
prominent  in  summer  plumage  as  on  Finsch’s,  and  they  can  appear 
indistinct  or  absent  at  other  times;  most  lugens  in  the  Near  Past  have  lost  the 
white  tips  by  March.  Confusion  species  are  Pied.  Pastern  Pied  of  the  race 
capi strata,  Hooded  and  Finsch’s. 

Adult  male  Finsch’s  has  black  extending  to  the  upper  breast,  broadly 
connected  to  the  black  of  the  scapulars  and  wings.  In  flight,  the  black 
appears  almost  to  meet  across  the  pale  sandy-grev  (although  often  whiter) 
back.  All  the  primaries  have  broad  grey  inner  webs.  The  underwing  is 
silvery-grey  with  contrasting  black  coverts.  All  the  outer  tail  feathers  have 
white  tips,  showing  well  in  flight,  but  these  quickly  become  abraded  and 
can  be  absent  on  some  individuals  from  December.  Confusion  arises  with 
Pied  and  Mourning. 

On  adult  male  Pied,  the  black  of  the  throat  usually  extends  to  the  upper 
or  mid  breast  in  summer  plumage;  it  may  be  restricted,  especially  in  winter 
plumage,  to  the  upper  breast/lower  throat.  Black  of  lores  extends  evenly 
f rom  base  of  upper  mandible,  above  eye,  to  rear  of  ear-coverts.  Black  of 
throat  is  connected  to  the  all-black  wings,  scapulars,  mantle  and  upper 
back.  In  winter  plumage,  the  mantle  and  back  are  often  more  brown  than 
black,  and  have  buff  or  pale-brown  feather  tips,  though  many  are  mottled, 
with  the  black  bases  to  the  feathers  showing  through  (and  even  many 
summer  males,  perhaps  first-winters,  do  not  attain  such  a crisply  black- 
and-white  appearance  as  Mourning:  A.  R.  Dean  in  litt.).  I he  forehead, 
crow  n and  nape  are  usuallv  white,  but  can  be  yellowish  and  flecked  with 
sandy,  buff  or  brownish;  this  colour  occasionally  extends  onto  the  mantle, 
but  usuallv  onlv  to  the  hind  neck/lower  nape  area.  The  lower  back  and 
rump  are  white.  The  lower  breast  to  undertail-coverts  are  white,  usually 
with  a bullish  or  orange  wash  on  the  breast.  1 he  black  tail-band  lacks 
clearly  defined  white  tips  to  the  outer  feathers,  but  these  show  thin  pale  or 
buff  fringes  in  autumn.  A slight  extension  ofblack  on  the  outermost  feathers 
to  approximately  halfway  up  the  tail  is  noticeable  at  close  range,  while  on 
some  (probably  first-years)  the  black  tail-band  is  broken  by  considerable 
amounts  of  white  (see  fig.  4).  In  the  rare  form  'vittata'.  the  chin  and  throat 
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Fig.  7.  Plumage  variation  in  spring  male  Black-eared  Whea tears  Oenanlhe  hispanica  of  race 
hispanica  (top  four  birds)  and  race  melanoteuca  (centre  four  birds);  and  Pied  Wheatear  0. 

p/eschanka  (bottom  two  birds) (Alan  Harris) 


are  white  and  the  lores,  ear-coverts  and  sides  of  the  neck  are  black,  meeting 
the  black  of  the  wings;  some  ‘ vittata'  have  only  the  lores  and  ear-coverts 
black,  and  a necklace  of  black  or  blackish  spots  across  or  at  the  sides  of  the 
breast  (Hafl'er  1977),  thus  closely  resembling  the  white-throated  form  of 
Black-eared.  Male  and  female  Pied  of  the  race  cypriaca  (possibly  a separate 
species:  Christensen  1974;  Sluys  & van  den  Berg  1982)  are  very  similar  to 
males  of  nominate  p/eschanka , especially  in  summer  plumage,  hut  there  is 
considerable  variation,  and  in  winter  the  crown  and  nape  become  quite 
dark  except  at  the  sides.  Confusion  species  are  Mourning,  Eastern  Pied  of 
the  race  capistrala , and  Hooded. 
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Adult  male  Eastern  Pied  of  the  race  capistrata  has  the  black  of  the  throat 
extending  to  the  mid  breast  and  joining  the  black  of  the  wings.  The  mantle 
and  upper  back  are  also  black.  1 he  forehead  to  nape  is  white,  sometimes 
tinged  bull,  pinky-bufi  or  grey;  the  white  does  not  encroach  onto  the 
mantle,  though  the  latter  usually  has  a slight  grey  tinge,  as  does  the  lower 
back.  Male  summer  capistrata  often  have  uniform  white  forehead  to  hind- 
neck  (mottled  or  flecked  on  Pied  in  spring).  The  mid  breast  to  undertail- 
coverts  is  white,  but  in  autumn  there  is  a warm  buff  tinge  just  below  the 
black  bib;  some  individuals  have  buff,  sometimes  strong,  on  the  vent  and 
undertail-coverts.  I he  tail  pattern  is  as  Pied's,  but  in  autumn  frequenth 
has  white  tips  to  all  the  leathers.  Male  Eastern  Pied  of  the  race picata  lias  the 
entire  head  and  upper  breast  black,  this  colour  extending  to  the  lower  back 
and  the  whole  ol  the  wings.  I he  lower  breast  to  undertail-coverts  is  white. 
It  is  similar  to  Hume’s,  but  is  smaller,  weaker-billed,  rounder-headed,  has 
less  white  on  the  lower  back,  and  the  black  lacks  the  gloss  of  I fume's. 

females  ol  all  races  of  Eastern  Pied  are  very  variable.  The  most  usual 
plumage  shows  drab  brown  upperparts,  occasionally  tinged  grev,  the 
colour  extending  to  the  chin,  throat  and,  on  some,  to  the  breast,  the  rest  of 
the  underparts  being  a dull  white  or  off-white,  w ith  the  rump  and  tail  as  on 
the  male.  In  any  part  of  the  range,  however,  all  variations  between  this  and 
a plumage  similar  to  but  somewhat  duller  and  drabber  than  the  male's 
Occur,  lu  eastern  Iran.  \ auric  (1949)  found  a complete  gradation  in  the 
coloration  of  the  back,  throat  and  upper  breast,  from  individuals  with  a dull 
black  throat  to  others  with  a dirty  white  or  brow  nish  throat:  the  back  grades 
from  blackish  to  blackish-brown  to  sooty,  sooty-grey  and  dings'  ashv-grev. 

Male  flooded  has  black  extending  usually  to  the  mid  breast  (it  lias  more 
black  on  the  breast  than  any  other  black-and-w  hite  wheatear),  and  broadls 
onto  the  mantle,  wings  and  back.  The  black  is  glossy,  but  can  also  appear 
quite  dull.  There  is  no  white  in  the  flight  feathers.  The  forehead,  crown  and 
nape  are  white.  The  white  of  the  lower  back  sometimes  extends  to  the  upper 
back.  The  tail  pattern  is  closest  to  that  of  White-crowned  Black:  the  outer 
feathers  are  almost  entirely  white,  but  the  tips  to  the  outer  five  can  have 
small  black  spots  of  varying  size  or  occasionally  be  shaded  grey  or  blackish 
on  the  outer  edges  near  the  tip.  The  wings  are  long,  cloaking  the  tail,  and 
the  flight  is  rather  butterflv -like  at  times,  l he  long  bill  is  usually  distinctive. 
Confusion  arises  with  Pied.  Mourning,  and  Eastern  Pied  of  the  race 
capistrata. 

Male  or  female  Hume's  have  a rather  high  or  domed  head  which  is 
entirelv  black,  this  colour  extending  to  the  upper  back  and  onto  the  upper 
breast;  the  rest  of  the  underparts  are  white.  The  lower  back  and  rump  are 
white.  The  tail  pattern  is  as  Northern  Wheatear's.  Confusion  arises  only 
w ith  Eastern  Pied  of  the  ra ce  picata. 

See  plumage  descriptions  on  pages  204-210,  224-228,  214-216.  196-204, 
22 1 -22  4,  228-23 1 and  23 1 -2.32. 


( This  paper  will  he  concluded  next  month ) 
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■|  O A Photographs  in  this  series  are  sometimes  confounding  right  from 
JL  the  start,  but  there  should  have  been  little  difficulty  in 
identifying  last  month’s  mystery  bird  (plate  54,  repeated  here)  as  a species 
of  pipit  Anthus.  Presumably,  the  bird  was  about  to  bathe  in  the  pool  of 
water — thankfully,  we  were  not  challenged  to  identify  it  from  a photograph 
taken  a couple  of  minutes  later! 

I he  ease  with  which  the  first  stage  of  the  mystery  is  solved  belies  the 
difficulty  of  the  following  stages,  where  we  must  work  out  which  of  the 
dozen  or  so  pipits  in  the  W estern  Palearctic  is  featured  this  time.  In  reality, 
of  course,  the  problem  is  seldom  as  difficult  as  it  is  here,  since  most  pipits 
can  be  reliably  identified  by  their  call  alone.  Given  adequate  views,  how- 
ever, it  is  perfectly  possible  to  identify  pipits  by  their  appearance,  and 
practice  in  doing  so  is  useful  preparation  for  sorting  out  silent  birds,  such  as 
those  which  regularly  occur  in  the  pages  of  this  journal. 

Careful  scrutiny  is  required,  especially  as  the  photograph  is  not  in  colour, 
but  clever  readers  may  have  referred  back  to  previous  mystery  pipits  in  this 
series  (Brit.  Birds  73:  226-227;  78:  347-350;  79:  34-39)  to  get  them  thinking 
along  the  right  lines. 

There  is  no  reliable  way  of  judging  the  size  of  our  bird,  but  in  any  case  the 
four  larger  species  all  have  a prominent  supercilium  and  none  has  such  bold 
breast  streaking.  Red-throated  Pipit  A.  cervinus  and  Pechora  Pipit  A.  gustavi 
have  bolder  streaking  on  the  upperparts,  usually  with  more  prominent  pale 
‘braces’  on  the  mantle;  Pechora  also  has  noticeably  shorter  tertials  than  our 
bird.  Rock  Pipit  A.  spinolettn  has  a wide  range  of  plumages,  but  the  breast 
streaking — though  variable  in  extent — is  always  somewhat  diffuse  and 
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blurred-looking,  and  the  bill  is  relatively  long.  Olive-backed  Pipit  A. 
hodgsoni  has  a striking  head  pattern,  and  the  race  yunnanensis,  to  which 
most  vagrants  in  Europe  are  assigned,  has  the  upperparts  so  faintly 
streaked  as  to  look  almost  uniform.  Berthelot’s  Pipit  A.  berthelotii  can  be 
eliminated  because  that  species  is  much  plainer,  with  rather  fine  breast 
streaking,  and  faint  upperparts  streaking,  though  it  usually  has  a 
prominent  supercilium.  The  only  remaining  contenders,  therefore,  arc 
Meadow  Pipit  A.  pratensis  and  Tree  Pipit  A.  trivialis , the  two  which  most 
readers  probably  homed  in  on  immediately.  The  differences  between  these 
two  species  are  rather  subtle,  and  not  all  hold  good  for  all  individuals.  Apart 
from  considerable  individual  variation,  there  are  marked  differences  in 
general  coloration  between  spring  and  autumn,  which  makes  it  difficult  to 
pinpoint  the  most  useful  identification  features  without  adding  lengthy 
qualifications.  Critical  examination  of  the  identification  features  discussed 
below  should,  however,  enable  positive  identification  of  all  individuals. 

head  pattern  Rather  plain  on  both  spec  ies,  a pale  eye-ring  often  being  the  most  conspicuous 
feature.  1 1 is  not  unusual  for  free  to  show  quite  a prominent  supercilium  and  a suggestion  ol 
the  light-and-dark  ear-covert  spots  that  are  often  pronounced  on  Olive-backed.  Tree  usually 
has  a more  distinct  hint  of  a thin,  dark  eye-stripe  just  in  front  of  the  eye;  on  Meadow,  the  lores 
are  usually  rather  plain.  Tree  tends  not  to  have  so  pronounced  a dark  moustac  hial  stripe  as 
Meadow. 

upperparts  Very  similar  on  both  species,  but  streaking  generally  less  pronounced,  and  often 
neater,  on  Tree.  The  light  tertial  fringes  on  free  tend  to  merge  more  gradually  into  the  dark 
centres  and  thus  often  appear  broader  and  more  diffuse  than  on  Meadow. 
underparts  Breast  streaking  bold  and  rather  widely  spaced  on  free,  usually  aligning  to  form 
fairlv  neat  stripes;  flank  streaks  much  finer  than  breast  streaks,  even — on  some  individuals — 
apparently  lacking  unless  observed  at  close  range.  Breast  streaking  more  variable  on  Meadow, 
and  pattern  may  occasionally  resemble  that  of  Tree,  but  streaks  usually  less  bold  and  more 
liberally  scattered  across  the  breast  (usually  coalescing  to  form  a prominent  spot  in  centre); 
streaking  usually  prominent  on  flanks. 

free  has  lower  throat,  breast  and  flanks  washed  yellowish-buff,  with  contrastinglv  lighter, 
creamv  belly.  Meadow  lacks  this  contrast,  though  the  general  colour  of  the  underparts  is 
rather  variable;  in  spring,  usually  washed-out  off-white,  but  in  autumn  generally  olive-buff, 
often  stronglv  washed  vellow-ochre  or  rusty-bull  on  breast-sides  and  flanks. 
bare  parts  Bill  distinctly  stouter  on  free  and  mainly  pinkish  to  lilac-grey  in  colour,  with 
darker  culmen  and  tip.  The  comparatively  slender  bill  of  Meadow  is  usually  more  warm- 
vcllowish  in  place  of  pink.  The  legs  of  Tree  are  often  conspicuously  light  pink,  but  Meadow 
often  shows  similarly  coloured  legs.  The  diagnostic  difference  in  hind-claw  length  and  shape  is 
rarely  visible  in  the  field:  Tree  Pipit’s  is  short  and  arched;  Meadow's  is  very  long  and 
straighten 


Fig.  1 . Posture  and  general  appearance  of.  left.  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus pratensis:  and.  right.  Tree 

Pipit  .4.  trivialis  ( Killian  Mullamey) 
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Only  a few  of  the  points  discussed  above  can  be  judged  in  the 
photograph.  Perhaps  the  most  indisputable  pointer  to  Tree  Pipit  is  the 
comparatively  stout  bill,  but  close  inspection  reveals  other  evidence  to 
support  this  diagnosis:  the  hint  of  an  eye-stripe  just  in  front  of  the  eye;  the 
absence  of  a distinct  moustachial  stripe;  rather  diffuse  mantle  streaking; 
broad,  diffuse  light  fringes  to  tertials;  bold,  widely  spaced  breast  streaking 
and  finer  flank  streaks.  This  Tree  Pipit  was  photographed  by  E.  A.  Janes  in 
Hertfordshire  in  June  1975. 

Anyone  who  has  ever  deliberately  attempted  to  get  good  views  of  Tree 
Pipits  will  probably  be  acquainted  with  their  often  unreasonably  wary 
nature,  especially  when  in  small  migratory  flocks:  if  they  aren’t  flying  away, 
or  hiding  in  bushes  or  trees,  they  often  show  a preference  for  grassy  patches 
with  taller  plants  amongst  which  they  can  conceal  themselves.  In  such 
circumstances,  when  fleeting  views  prevent  observation  of  detail,  it  may  be 
possible  at  least  to  make  a tentative  identification  based  on  the  bird's 
general  demeanour.  To  my  eyes,  Meadow  and  Tree  Pipits  are  often 
immediately  distinguishable  simply  by  the  way  they  move:  a foraging 
Meadow  Pipit  typically  walks  with  a quick,  jerky  step  and  appears  to  be 
following  an  aimless  path  with  frequent  changes  in  direction.  Tree  Pipit,  on 
the  other  hand,  looks  sleeker,  and  carries  itself  with  a remarkably  flowing, 
stealthy  gait.  Tree  conveys  a ‘self-assured’  look  that  Meadow  never  has. 

If  none  of  these  suggested  means  of  distinguishing  Meadow  and  Tree 
Pipits  convinces  you,  the  call  certainly  should:  the  characteristic  call  of 
Meadow  is  a thin,  squeaky  ‘Seip  seip  seip’,  and  the  typical  call  of  Tree  a 
buzzing  ‘Dzzzp’. 

I am  grateful  to  Per  Alstrom  for  drawing  my  attention  to  several  of  the 
points  discussed  above.  Killian  Mullarney 

Redshire  House,  Murrintown,  Co.  Wexjord.  Ireland 
61.  M ystery  photograph  125.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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Expeditions  and  trips 


Nigel  Redman  and  David  Fisher 


This  fifth  feature  on  ornithological  expeditions  is  the  first  to  include 
birdwatching  trips  and,  coincidentally,  the  first  under  new  authorship. 
The  reasons  behind  this  expanded  coverage  were  outlined  in  the  fourth 
feature  {Brit.  Birds  78:  322-327). 

It  will  quickly  be  apparent  that  most  of  the  items  below  are  in  fact 
expeditions  rather  than  trips.  This  is  partly  a reflection  of  the  material 
submitted  to  us,  but  also  a result  of  our  desire  to  include  only  the  more 
interesting  private  trips.  We  hope  that  in  future  we  will  be  able  to  increase 
the  proportion.  In  our  assessment  of  trip  reports  for  inclusion,  we  have 
singled  out  those  which  have  either  visited  little-known  regions  or  produced 
some  valuable  results,  such  as  new  distributional  information. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  all  those  who  have  sent  us  reports,  and  hope  that 
leaders  of  future  expeditions  and  birdwatching  trips  will  continue  to  keep  us 
informed  of  their  plans  and  submit  their  results,  preferably  preliminary  as 
well  as  final  reports,  to  either  of  the  addresses  at  the  end  of  this  feature. 
Finally,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  Mike  Rands  and 
Richard  Grimmett  of  the  ICBP.  Arnold  Small,  Steve  Rooke  and  Steve 
W hitehouse. 


Cameroon  (1)  The  montane  forests  of 
Cameroon  hold  a number  of  threatened  bird 
species,  including  Mount  Cameroon  Franco- 
lin  Francolinus  camerunensis,  Bannerman's 
Turaeo  Tauraco  bannermam , Green-breasted 
Bush-Shrike  Xlalaconotus  gladiator.  Mount 
Kupe  Bush-Shrike  M.  kupeensis.  White- 
throated  Mountain  Babbler  Lioptilus  gilbert i. 
Grey-necked  Picathartes  Picathartes  oreas. 


Banded  Wattle-eye  Platvsteira  laticincta  and 
Bannerman's  W eaver  Ploceus  bannermani.  The 
ICBP  Cameroon  Montane  Forest  Survey 
worked  in  the  highlands  of  western  Camer- 
oon from  November  1983  to  April  1984.  The 
principal  aims  of  the  expedition  were  to 
investigate  the  status  and  ecology  of  all  the 
montane  forest  birds  and  to  assess  the 
current  threats  to  each  forest  area.  Three 
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areas  were  recommended  as  national  parks: 
Mountain  Cameroon,  Mount  Kupe  and 
Mount  Oku.  The  latter  was  identified  as 
being  of  particular  importance  and  also  the 
most  threatened.  A superb  263-page  report  is 
available  (price  £ 10.00)  from  the  ICBP,  219c 
Huntingdon  Road,  Cambridge  CBS  ODL. 

Cameroon  (2)  The  University  of  Oxford 
Cameroon  Project  1985  visited  Cameroon 
from  11th  July  to  12th  September  1985  as 
part  of  the  ICBP  Mount  Oku  Survey.  The 
aim  of  the  expedition,  a former  winner  of  the 
ICBP  Conservation  Expedition  Competi- 
tion, was  to  assess  the  ecological  require- 
ments of  Bannerman’s  Turaco  and  Banded 
Wattle-eye.  The  ICBP  expedition  had 
already  concluded  that  the  survival  of  these 
two  species  depends  on  the  conservation  of 
the  Mount  Oku  montane  forest.  In  fulfilment 
of  their  objectives,  the  team  carried  out 
habitat  categorisation  and  mapping,  stan- 
dardised transect  surveying,  mist-netting 
and  colour  ringing.  A detailed  analysis  of  the 
effects  of  agriculture,  felling  and  grazing  on 
the  Oku  forest  will  be  included  in  the  final 
report.  During  the  survey,  101  species  were 
recorded  at  Oku,  including  ten  of  the  22 
species  endemic  to  Cameroon  montane 
forest.  In  addition  to  the  two  study  species, 
two  other  Red  Data  Book  species  occur  on 
Mount  Oku:  Bannerman’s  W'caver  and 
Green-breasted  Bush-Shrike.  The  latter  was 
not  found  by  the  Oxford  expedition. 

Canary  Islands  An  expedition  to  the  island 
of  Fuerteventura  during  February- March 
1985  set  out  to  investigate  the  status  of  the 
Canary  Islands  Stonechat  Saxicola  dacotiae. 
The  species  is  listed  as  rare  in  the  Red  Data 
Book.  An  intensive  search  of  random  quad- 
rats located  75  pairs  and  24  additional  males. 
The  total  population  was  estimated  at  750  ± 

1 00  pairs,  a figure  much  higher  than  previous 
guesses.  No  immediate  threats  to  the  species 
were  detected.  The  report  (ICBP  Study 
Report  no.  8)  is  concerned  mainly  with  the 
census  and  ecology  of  the  Canary  Islands 
Stonechat,  but  also  includes  a systematic  list 
of  all  species  recorded  during  the  expedition. 
Edited  by  Barry  Phillips,  it  is  available  (price 
£4.00)  from  the  ICBP,  219c  Huntingdon 
Road,  Cambridge  CB:tooi.. 

China  From  15th  March  to  1st  June  1985, 
the  Cambridge  Ornithological  Expedition  to 
China  studied  bird  migration  through 
Beidaihe  in  Hebei  Province.  Bird  migration 
through  this  area  was  studied  by  Axel 
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Hemmingsen  from  1942  to  1945  and  his 
reports  formed  a basis  against  which  to 
compare  the  results  of  this  expedition.  The 
expedition  report  presents  information  about 
habitat  changes  since  1945,  relates  this  to  the 
birds  seen  and  also  examines  the  effect  of 
local  weather  patterns  on  migration.  The 
migrations  of  geese,  raptors,  cranes  and 
waders  were  studied  in  detail,  and  full 
reports  are  included  for  these  groups  as  well 
as  a full  systematic  list.  Results  of  particular 
interest  were  the  counts  of  652  Siberian 
White  Cranes  Grus  leucogeranus  (40%  of  the 
world  population),  244  Red-crowned  Cranes 
G.japonensis  (half  China’s  wintering  popula- 
tion) and  305  Hooded  Cranes  G.  monacha  (the 
majority  of  China’s  wintering  population). 
Other  birds  of  note  were  a male  Steller’s 
Eider  Polysticta  stelleri  (2nd  record  for  China) 
and  two  sightings  of  a swift  which  may  be  a 
species  new  to  science.  Copies  of  the  expedi- 
tion’s detailed  report  are  available  from 
Sebastian  Anstruther,  77a  Princess  Victoria 
Street,  Clifton,  Bristol  BS8  4DD,  for  £9.90 
(UK)  or  £10.30  (overseas  surface)  inclusive 
of  postage  and  packing  (cheques  should  be 
payable  toCUETC). 

A further  expedition  to  Beidaihe  took  place 
in  autumn  1986  to  survey  the  return  bird 
migration,  with  particular  emphasis  on 
cranes  and  Oriental  White  Storks  Ciconia 
boyciana. 

China  (Tibet)  Few  western  ornithologists 
have  ever  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  this 
remote  and  beautiful  part  of  Asia.  In  March 
and  April  1986,  Craig  Robson  and  Dav  id 
Farrow  were  lucky  enough  to  spend  seven 
weeks  in  Tibet,  travelling  from  Khasa  in  the 
south  to  Qinghai  Hu  (Koko  Nor)  in  the 
northeast,  via  Pome  District,  Qamdo  and 
Yushu  in  southeast  Tibet.  During  their 
journey  of  over  2,200  km,  they  recorded  more 
than  200  species  of  birds,  at  least  eight  of 
which  were  new  for  Tibet,  while  several 
others  were  new  regional  records.  In 
addition,  observations  were  made  on  a 
number  of  endemic,  little-known  or  threat- 
ened species,  including  Black-necked  Crane 
Grus  nigricotlis , Koslov’s  Babax  Babax  koslowi, 
Yellow-throated  Fulvetta  Alcippe  cinerea  and 
Koslov’s  Bunting  Emberiga  koslowi. 

A paper  covering  their  most  important 
observations  has  been  published  ( Forktail  2: 
67-82).  An  additional  50-page  report  gives 
the  localities  for  almost  500  species  which 
were  recorded  during  the  entire  trip  in  China 
and  Tibet.  Sadly,  no  dates  or  numbers  are 
included.  Further  details  are  available  from 
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Craig  Robson,  75  Stafford  Street,  Norwich, 
Norfolk  NRJ  :iBG. 

Comoro  Islands  A survey  of  the  endemic 
bird  species  found  on  the  islands  of  Grand 
Comoro  and  Moheli  (northwest  of  Madagas- 
car) was  carried  out  between  13th  September 
and  27th  October  1985.  During  the  four 
weeks  spent  on  Grand  Comoro,  detailed 
counts  were  made  around  17  different  points 
on  Mount  Karthala.  These  produced  reason- 
able numbers  of  Mount  Karthala  White-eye 
Zoslerops  mouroniensis  and  Grand  Comoro 
Flycatcher  Humblotia  Jtavirostris,  with 
population  estimates  of  several  thousand  of 
each.  The  populations  of  Grand  Comoro 
Scops  Ow  l Otus  pauliani  and  Grand  Comoro 
Drongo  Dicrurus  juscipennis , however,  were 
found  to  be  as  low  as  some  tens  of  pairs.  On 
Moheli,  the  Comoro  W arbler  Nesillas  mariae 
was  present  in  good  numbers.  Further  details 
of  the  survey  can  be  obtained  from  M. 
Lunette,  Koningklijk  Museum  voor  Midden- 
Afrika,  B-I980  Tervuren,  Belgium. 

Djibouti  From  9th  October  to  3rd  Decem- 
ber 1985,  a second  expedition  visited 
Djibouti.  File  original  team  (see  Brit.  Birds 
78:  324)  returned  to  the  country,  along  with 
two  additional  members.  From  1 1th  October 
to  1st  November,  they  counted  raptors 
migrating  across  the  Bab-el-Mandeb  Straits. 
Counts  were  made  from  two  sites,  [leaks  of 
passage  occurring  on  1 6th  and  1 7th  ( )ctober, 
with  18,378  raptors,  including  16.581  Steppe 
Buzzards  Buteo  buteo  vulpimis , and  between 
24th  October  and  1st  November,  w ith  62,095 
raptors,  including  60.897  Steppe  Eagles 
Aquila  rapax  nipalensis.  The  expedition  also 
worked  on  the  endemic  Djibouti  Francolin 
Francolinus  ochropectus  once  again,  and  this 
time  discovered  the  species  at  a second  site. 
60km  to  the  east  in  the  Mabla  range.  Unfor- 
tunately. only  12  individuals  were  seen,  and 
the  population  there  was  thought  to  be  very 
small,  owing  to  lack  of  suitable  habitat. 
Seven  days  were  spent  surveying  areas  in  the 
southern  half  of  the  country  for  Arabian 
Bustard  Ardeotis  arabs.  Only  three  individuals 
were  actually  seen,  but  tracks  were  found  at 
several  other  sites,  and  local  information 
suggested  that  the  species  occurs  in  small 
numbers  wherever  there  is  suitable  habitat. 
Further  details  can  be  obtained  from  Geofl  & 
Hilary  Welch.  21a  East  Delph.  Whittlesey. 
Cambridgeshire  PK7  IRH 

Egypt  An  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea 
province  of  Egy  pt  took  place  during  April- 


May  1983  (see  Brit.  Birds  78:  324).  A follow- 
up expedition,  under  contract  to  the  Oil 
Pollution  Research  Unit  on  behalf  of  British 
Petroleum  Ltd,  visited  the  same  areas  in  Sep- 
tember-October  1984.  A 1 18-page  report  by 
M.  C.  Jennings,  P.C.  Heathcote,  D.  Parr  and 
S.  M.  Baha  el  Din  (the  1984  team)  sum- 
marises the  results  of  both  expeditions. 

A survey  of  the  breeding  birds  on  the 
islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf  of  Suez  was 
carried  out  in  both  y ears.  A total  population 
of  4,150-5,550  pairs  of  17  species  was 
assessed,  the  most  numerous  species  being 
White-eyed  Gull  Lams  leucopbthalmus.  with 
1,500-2,000  pairs.  This  probably  represents 
at  least  30%  of  the  world  population  of  this 
Red  Sea  endemic.  Other  interesting  breeding 
species,  several  of  w hich  do  not  breed  else- 
where in  the  Western  Palearctic,  include 
Brown  Booby  Su/a  leucogaster , Green-backed 
Heron  Bulondes  striatus.  W estern  Reef  Heron 
Egretta  gularis , Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia. 
Osprey  Pandion  ha/iaetus.  Sooty  Falcon  Ealco 
concolor , Sooty  Gull  Lams  hemprichii.  Caspian 
Tern  Sterna  caspia.  Crested  Tern  S.  bergii. 
Lesser  Crested  Fern  .S’,  bengalensis,  White- 
cheeked Fern  .S',  repressa  and  Bridled  Tern  S. 
anaethetus.  Red-billed  1 ropiebird  Phaethon 
aethereus  is  known  to  have  bred  previously  on 
the  islands,  but  none  was  found  in  1 983  or 
1984.  The  most  important  islands  for  v ariety 
and  quantity  of  breeding  birds  are  Ashrafi, 
Tavvila  and  South  Qeisum.  Migrant  birds 
were  also  surveyed,  both  on  the  islands  and 
on  the  mainland  coast.  The  detailed  report 
includes  an  account  of  the  v isible  oil  pollu- 
tion and  assesses  its  likely  effects  on  both  the 
breeding  and  migrant  birds  of  the  area.  For 
further  information,  contact  Michael 
Jennings,  10  Mill  Lane,  W hittlesford. 
Cambridgeshire. 

Greenland  From  19th  June  to  21st  July 
1984.  a biological  expedition  visited  Jameson 
[.and  in  Greenland  to  investigate  the 
breeding  biology  and  summer  ecology  of  the 
Barnacle  Goose  Branta  teucopsis  with  a view 
to  determining  the  factors  which  influence 
the  productivity  of  the  geese.  A census 
revealed  1,205  geese  in  the  study  area,  with 
201  pairs  breeding  in  nine  cliff  colonies.  Full 
24-hour  observations  were  maintained  at  two 
of  the  cliff  colonies,  which  produced  a variety 
of  results.  Nest  failure  at  one  colony  was  three 
times  greater  than  at  the  other,  significant 
factors  being  the  extent  and  character  of 
boulder  scree  below  the  cliffs,  the  abundance 
of  predators,  and  the  distance  between  the 
cliffs  and  the  nearest  secure  water.  Arctic 
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foxes  Alopex  lagopus  killed  1 5%  of  the  goslings, 
while  26%  were  lost  in  boulder  scree.  A total 
of  644  geese  was  marked  with  tall,  numbered 
plastic  leg  bands  and  more  than  330  of  these 
have  been  sighted  on  Islay  in  Argyll  and  in 
Cos.  Mayo,  Sligo  and  Donegal  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Ireland.  A detailed  report  of  the 
expedition  is  available  (price  £10.00)  from 
the  Irish  \V ildbird  Conservancy,  Southview, 
Greystones,  Co  Wicklow,  Ireland. 

India  The  Oxford  University  Expedition  to 
Kashmir  during  August-September  1983  fol- 
lowed up  the  studies  made  in  1978  at 
Haigam  Rakh  and  in  the  Suru  Valley  (see 
Brit.  Birds  72:  141).  The  expedition  report 
includes  a study  of  the  breeding  ecology  of 
the  Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus , a study  of 
bird  migration  in  the  Suru  Valiev  (Ladakh), 
and  systematic  lists  ofall  the  species  recorded 
by  the  expedition.  Intensive  ringing  pro- 
grammes were  undertaken  at  both  study 
sites,  and  the  expedition  was  able  to  record 
its  achievements  on  film  thanks  to  a grant 
awarded  bv  the  BBC  to  take  part  in  the  Mick 
Burke  Expedition  Film  Competition.  The 
report  is  available  from  Peter  Holmes, 
Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine, 
Pembroke  Place,  Liverpool  l.:s  ;>Q.\. 

Indonesia  A small  group  of  American  and 
British  birders  led  by  David  Bishop  and  Ben 
King  visited  Halmahera  during  4th-  10th 
July  1985,  primarily  to  look  lor  Wallace’s 
Standardwing  Semioptera  wallacei.  Phis 
remarkable  and  little-known  bird-of-para- 
dise  was  first  described  by  Alfred  Russel 
Wallace  in  1858,  from  specimens  brought  to 
him  on  the  island  of  Batjan  by  native  hunters, 
though  he  never  saw  the  living  bird  himself. 
It  was  first  seen  alive  by  a naturalist  when 
Walter  Goodfellow  found  some  on  Halma- 
hera in  1926  and  described  their  extraordin- 
ary courtship  behaviour.  Since  then, 
virtually  no-one  has  seen  this  species. 

Phis  team  located  a lek  of  12  displaying 
males  and  studied  them  daily.  Although  not 
abundant,  the  birds  seem  to  be  in  no  danger 
from  native  hunters  for  their  plumes,  since 
collection  for  decorative  purposes  is  not 
practised  on  Halmahera.  Logging  of  the 
primary  forests,  however,  is  a major  threat  to 
their  survival,  and  the  team  documented 
extensive  logging  in  the  immediate  area  of 
this  lek  as  well  as  others.  The  Paradise  Crow 
Lycocorax  pyrrhoplems , another  little-known 
bird-of-paradisc,  is  also  endemic  to  this 
region  and  appeared  to  associate  with 
Goliath  Goucals  Centropus  goliath  in  the 
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vicinity  of  the  lek.  Vast  areas  of  primary 
forest  remain  as  yet  undisturbed  on  Hal- 
mahera, and'Ylearly  there  is  much  to  be 
learnt  about  the  avifauna  of  this  rarely  visited 
island. 

Ivory  Coast  From  31st  December  1985  to 
26th  January  1986,  D.  J.  Reynolds  and  D.  L. 
Copas  visited  the  Ivorv  Goast.  During  this 
time,  they  recorded  250  species  of  birds, 
including  some  sought-after  species  such  as 
African  Finfoot  Podica  senegalensis.  Standard- 
winged Nightjar  Macrodipleryx  longipenms  and 
Black  Bee-eater  Merops  gularis.  The  trip 
report  contains  a brief  itinerary,  gazetteer 
and  map.  costings  and  two  systematic  lists  of 
the  species  recorded.  It  is  available  (price 
£2.00  including  postage)  from  Dr  D.  J.  Rey- 
nolds, Brimstone  Cottage,  Little  Lane, 
L!pper  Bucklebury,  Reading,  Berkshire  RG7 
(iQX. 

Madagascar  A London  Universitv  expedi- 
tion to  the  ‘Reserve  Naturelle  Integrate  No.  3 
Zaharovna’  in  1985  undertook  the  first  avi- 
faunal  survey  of  this  area  of  rainforest  on  the 
eastern  escarpment  of  Madagascar.  A total  of 
61  species  of  birds  was  recorded,  including 
two  individuals  of  the  rare  Short-legged 
Ground  Roller  Brachyperacias  leptosomus.  A 
record  of  a Helmet  Bird  Euryceros  prevostii 
represented  a considerable  extension  ol  the 
species’  range.  Three  species  fisted  in  the  Red 
Data  Book  as  near-threatened  or  candidate 
species  proved  to  be  common:  Coral-billed 
Nuthatch  Vanga  Hypositta  coral  tiros  tris. 
Ward’s  Flycatcher  Pseudobias  wardi , and 
Madagascar  Spinetail  Zoonavene  grandidieri. 
One  Madagascar  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter 
madagascariensis,  a small  colony  of 
Madagascar  Swallows  Phedina  borbonica  and  a 
total  of  at  least  13  Bernier’s  Vangas  Oriola 
bemieri  were  also  found  on  the  reserv  e. 

Ringing  was  carried  out,  but  only  61  birds 
of  15  species  were  caught,  owing  to  low  bird 
densities.  A special  study  of  mixed-species 
feeding  flocks  was  made  in  the  rainforest, 
with  a total  of  33  species  observed.  Mam- 
mals, reptiles,  amphibians  and  ferns  were 
also  studied,  and  five  species  of  lemur  were 
found  in  Zahamena. 

Most  of  the  reserve  is  eurrently  in  good 
condition,  but  some  parts  have  suffered  from 
disturbance  and  clearance  by  villagers. 
Remaining  tracts  of  forest  need  better 
protection  to  save  them  from  the  threat  of 
further  exploitation. 

Martinique  The  University  of  East  Anglia 
Antilles  Oriole  Expedition,  supported  bv  the 
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ICBP,  the  BF2S  and  the  BOU,  spent  seven 
and  a half  weeks  from  15th  June  to  5th 
August  1986  on  Martinique  in  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  investigating  the  ecology  and 
distribution  oi  the  endemic  Martinique 
Oriole  Icterus  bonana.  They  found  the  bird  to 
be  widespread  in  all  forest  types  from 
lowland  scrub  to  humid  forests  up  to  550  m, 
but  it  was  not  common  anywhere.  W hile  no 
earlier  population  estimates  are  available, 
other  evidence  suggests  that  the  species  has 
declined  in  recent  years.  The  main  reasons 
for  the  decline  are  thought  to  be  brood 
parasitism  by  the  Glossy  Cowbird  Molothrus 
bonariensis , which  has  spread  through  the 
Lesser  Antilles  from  South  America,  first 
arriving  in  Martinique  in  1948,  and  direct 
predation  on  the  oriole’s  eggs  and  chicks  bv 
Carib  ( ■ tackles  Quiscalus  lugubris . which  have 
increased  in  numbers  in  recent  years.  The 
expedition  concludes  that  the  Martinique 
Oriole  is  not  in  danger  of  extinction  at 
present,  but  will  be  endangered  if  the 
parasitism  is  as  widespread  as  is  feared  and 
continues  unchallenged.  Experiments  con- 
cerning the  control  and  eradication  of 
cowbirds  are  currently  being  carried  out  in 
Puerto  Rico,  and  it  is  hoped  that  successful 
methods  developed  there  can  be  used  on 
Martinique.  Further  details  about  the 
expedition  can  be  obtained  from  Peter  Wood, 
82  C '.arrow  Road,  Norwich,  Norfolk. 

Norway  A parts  of  seven  zoologists  from 
Durham  bniversity  spent  the  month  of  Mas 
1985  at  Storsteinnes  on  the  shores  of  the 
Balsljord  in  Arctic  Norway,  a site  discovered 
recently  to  be  an  imporant  staging  post  used 
by  up  to  30,000  Knots  Cal  id  ns  canutus  during 
the  spring  migration  to  their  Arctic  breeding 
grounds.  About  15,000  Knots  used  the  fjord 
during  the  month,  and  1,730  w ere  caught  for 
examination.  Measurements  showed  them  to 
belong  to  the  Greenland  and  Arctic 
Canadian  breeding  population  rather  than 
the  Siberian  one,  which  had  been  the 
assumption  prior  to  the  expedition.  Detailed 
studies  on  fat  deposition  and  muscle  growth 
were  carried  out  and  related  to  migration  and 
breeding  potential.  Further  details  about  the 
expedition  are  available  from  P.  R.  Evans 
and  N.  C.  Dav  idson,  Zoology  Department. 
Durham  L niversitv. 

South  Africa,  Namibia,  Swaziland  and 
Lesotho  A team  comprising  N.  Gardner;  K. 
Harrison.  G.  Talbot  and  S.  Webb  visited 
Southern  Africa  from  9th  December  1984  to 
13th  Januarv  1985,  during  which  time  they 
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recorded  a total  of  567  species  of  birds, 
including  many  of  the  endemics.  Their 
intensive  itinerary  ran:  Natal — Drakensburg 
Mountains — 1 ranskei  homeland — eastern 
Cape  Province — Cape  Town — Windhoek, 
Namibia — northern  Cape  Province — Drak- 
ensburg Mountains — southwest  Transvaal 
— Swaziland — Kruger  National  Park — 

northern  1 ransv  aal.  Much  time  was  spent  in 
the  region’s  numerous  game  reserves  and 
national  parks.  A comprehensive  report 
includes  introductory  information,  a list  of 
reference  books,  a detailed  itinerary  with 
species  lists,  a species  checklist  and  a useful 
selection  of  sketch  maps.  Copies  of  the  report 
and  further  information  are  available  from 
Graham  Talbot.  238  Ryebank  Road.  Chorl- 
ton  cum  Hardy,  Manchester  mji  ti.t  . 

Yemen  I he  Ornithological  Societv  of  the 
Middle  East  expedition  to  the  Yemen  Arab 
Republic  during  October-December  1985 
has  already  had  some  publicity  in  the 
columns  of ‘News  and  comment’  ( Brit.  Birds 
79:  lfl,  158.  5 16).  A 13-man  team  spent  a 
total  of  eight  weeks  in  the  field  and  identified 
275  species  of  birds,  including  13  species  not 
previously  recorded  in  Yemen.  The  dis- 
covery of  a group  of  12  adult  and  two 
immature  Bald  Ibises  Geronticus  erenuta  was 
particularly  exciting  and  may  represent  a 
prev  iously  unknown  breeding  population.  A 
detailed  survey  of  the  v arious  habitats  of  the 
coastal  plain  (Tihamah)  was  made,  and 
Arabian  Bustards  Ardeotis  arabs  w ere  found  at 
three  sites.  At  one  of  these,  a lek  of  six  males 
provided  the  opportunity  for  the  bird’s 
display  to  be  described  and  filmed  for  the  first 
time.  Yemen  is  now  the  stronghold  of  this 
rare  species  in  Arabia.  All  18  species  of  birds 
endemic  (or  almost  so)  to  Southwest  Arabia 
were  observed,  and  considerable  data  collec- 
ted for  subsequent  analy  sis.  Documentation 
of  breeding  records  revealed  that  some 
species  have  a dual  breeding  season,  relating 
to  the  bi-annual  rainfall  pattern — a feature 
well  known  in  tropical  Africa,  but  poorly 
documented  in  Yemen.  Finally . a significant 
passage  of  large  raptors  was  observed  along 
the  western  escarpment  of  the  mountains,  the 
dominant  species  being  Steppe  Eagle  Aquila 
rapax  nipatensis  and  Steppe  Buzzard  Buteo 
buteo  vulpinus. 

A preliminary  report  is  available  from  Dr 
Michael  Rands,  c/o  1GBP.  219c  Huntingdon 
Road.  Cambridge  ( B:t  oni.  The  full  report 
will  be  available  shortly,  and  much  of  the 
scientific  results  will  be  published  in  a special 
issue  of  the  OS  ME  journal  Sandgrouse. 
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BES  Expedition  Grants  The  British  Ecolo- 
gical Society  is  willing  to  make  grants  of  up  to 
£1,000  to  groups  or  societies  organising 
overseas  expeditions  with  objectives  to  widen 
the  ecological  experience  of  the  participants 
as  well  as  to  produce  publishable  data. 
Application  forms  are  available  from  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  British  Ecological  Society 
Education  and  Careers  Committee,  Burling- 
ton House,  London. 

ICBP  Conservation  Expedition  Compe- 
tition The  two  winners  of  this  prestigious 
competition  in  1985/86  were  a British 
expedition  to  Rio  Mazan  in  Ecuador  and  a 
Danish  expedition  to  the  Reserve  Naturelle 
no.  12  Marojejy  in  northeastern  Madagas- 
car. Both  projects  have  been  incoporated  into 
the  I GBP’s  Conservation  Programme,  which 
includes  nearly  100  conservation  projects  all 
over  the  world. 

The  competition  will  be  run  again  in  1986/ 
87.  Further  details  and  entry  forms  are 
provided  in  a guide  to  the  competition,  which 
costs  £8  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  ICBP, 
219c  Huntingdon  Ro  t I.  Cambridge  CB3SDI.. 

At  sea:  European  pelagic  trips  During  the 
last  ten  to  15  years,  American  birders  have 
dev  eloped  the  habit  of  making  regular  boat 
trips  out  to  sea  to  look  for  pelagic  birds.  For 
some  reason,  this  habit  seems  to  have  been 
verv  slow  in  developing  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  but  finally,  inspired  by  a few 
keen  sea-birders  such  as  Anthony 
McGeehan.  Peter  Harrison  and  Dick  Newell, 
a series  of  well-organised  pelagic  trips  has 
proved  that  there  is  considerable  potential  in 
European  waters. 

The  first  trip  took  place  off  the  north  coast 
of  Northern  Ireland  on  27th  and  28th  August 
1988.  This  was  perhaps  the  first  occasion 
when  ‘chum’  was  used  in  the  eastern 
Atlantic:  when  quantities  offish-oil  and  fish 
offal  arc  thrown  overboard  beside  the  vessel, 
seabirds,  especially  petrels,  are  quickly 
drawn  in.  On  this  first  trip,  highlights 
included  1+0  Great  Shearwaters  Puffinus 
gravis,  122  Sooty  Shearwaters  P.  griseus  and  a 
Sabine's  Gull  Larus sabini. 

For  their  second  ‘pelagic’,  the  Irish  team 
moved  their  base  to  southwest  Ireland, 
spending  a day  off  Cork  on  17th  August  1985. 
Large  shearwaters  were  poorly  represented 
this  time,  with  only  15  Sooties  being 
recorded,  but  the  Sabine’s  count  increased  to 
two,  and  two  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  Tryn- 
gites  subruficollis  were  seen  flying  east.  The  real 
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highlight  of  this  trip,  however,  was  undoubt- 
edly the  single  Wilson's  Petrel  Oceanites 
oceanicus  that 'was  seen  90  km  southwest  of 
Mizen  Head — a foretaste  of  things  to  come. 

During  the  same  year,  Peter  Harrison 
organised  two  three-day  pelagic  trips  off 
western  Cornwall  and  the  Isles  of  Scilly.  The 
first  of  these  took  place  from  80th  August  to 
8rd  September  and  the  second  during  Srd- 
6th  September.  Rough  weather  during  the 
first  trip  kept  the  boat  much  closer  to  Scilly 
than  planned,  but  probably  produced  some 
of  the  birds  that  were  seen — 22  Great  Shear- 
waters, one  Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris 
diomedea.  80  Sooty  Shearwaters,  three 
Leach’s  Petrels  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa , a 
probable  Bulwer’s  Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii 
and  a possible  South  Polar  Skua  Slercorarius 
maccormicki.  Certainly,  the  second  trip, 
during  much  calmer  weather,  fared  less  well, 
even  though  the  boat  managed  to  go  out 
90  km  northwest  of  Scilly.  Two  blue-phase 
Fulmars  Fulmarus  glacialis,  88  Sooty  Shear- 
waters and  one  Pomarine  Skua  S.  pomarinus 
were  the  only  birds  of  note. 

In  1986,  Dick  Newell  entered  the  fray  by 
organising  a pelagic  trip  off  Portugal  (where 
the  continental  shelf  comes  much  closer  to 
the  shore)  on  5th  July,  and  talking  three 
other  British  birders  (one — R.  F.  Porter — a 
past  co-author  of  this  feature)  into  travelling 
out  there  with  him  specifically  for  the  trip. 
They  v isited  an  area  40  km  west  of  Lisbon 
and  the  nine  Wilson’s  Petrels  that  they  saw. 
including  a flock  of  seven,  certainly  con- 
firmed Dick’s  belief  that  Portuguese  waters 
merit  exploration.  Being  much  closer  to  the 
eastern  Atlantic  breeding  grounds  of  such 
species  as  Soft-plumaged  Petrel  Plerodrorna 
moths.  Little  Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis. 
\\  hite-faeed  Petrel  Pelagodroma  marina  and 
Madeiran  Petrel  Oceanodroma  castro,  the 
potential  for  these  species  is  clearlv  better 
than  in  British  waters.  Dick's  first  trip  did  not 
produce  any  of  these  species,  however, 
though  the  sighting  of  a Fulmar  was  well 
south  of  its  usual  range  and  Pomarine.  Arctic 
Slercorarius  parasiticus  and  Great  Skuas  .S',  skua 
were  unexpected  at  that  time  of  year. 

The  first  Cornish  pelagic  of  1986  took 
place  from  9th  to  11th  August  and.  while 
large  shearwaters  were  scarce  once  again, 
everyone  on  board  (including  DJF)  was 
delighted  In  the  Wilson's  Petrel  that  came  to 
the  c hum  patch  right  beside  the  boat  85km 
WSW  of  Scilly  on  10th.  During  the  second 
trip,  from  12th  to  14th  August,  little  time  was 
spent  between  Land's  End  and  Scillv  as  the 
boat  steamed  straight  out  to  the  area  of  the 
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Wilson’s  sighting  two  days  previously, 
though  they  did  pick  up  one  Great  Shear- 
water en  route.  Prolonged  chumming  in  that 
area  on  Pith  produced  a minimum  of  seven 
Wilson's  Petrels,  suggesting  that  the  species 
is  regular  in  the  area,  and  that  having  got 
there  all  you  have  to  do  is  chum.  ( )thcr  high- 
lights that  day  included  ten  Great  Shear- 
waters. two  Pomarine  Skuas  and  a Sabine’s 
Gull. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  Irish  team  set  off 
Irom  southwest  Cork  on  23rd  August  and 


pulled  out  all  the  stops.  On  what  was 
undoubtedly  the  most  successful  Kuropean 
pelagic  so  lar,  they  saw  at  least  two  Corv’s 
Shearwaters,  280  Great  Shearwaters,  60 
Sooty  Shearwaters,  two  Pomarine  Skuas  and 
no  fewer  than  nine  Wilson's  Petrels. 

It  would  seem  that  pelagic  trips  are  firmly 
established  in  Europe  at  last,  and  we  await 
the  results  of  the  1987  trips  with  great 
interest.  W ho  knows  what  may  be  discovered 
in  years  to  come? 


Nigel  Redman , 14  Sandiway  Place , Altrincham , Cheshire  WA14  IHT 
David  Fisher , 56  Western  Way,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI9 1 DC 
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Behaviour  of  Arctic  and  Pomarine  Skuas  and  identi- 
fication of  immatures  1 read  with  interest  the  notes  on 
identification  of  immature  Arctic  Stercorarius  parasiticus 
and  Pomarine  Skuas  S.  pomarinus.  It  would  seem  likely 
that  the  typical  plumage  of  immature  Pomarine  is  con- 
nected with  the  fact  that  about  90%  of  adults  are  pale 
phase,  whereas  the  more  variable  plumage  of  immature 
Arctic  is  related  to  the  much  greater  mixture  of  pale- 
phase.  intermediate  and  dark-phase  adults  in  that  species. 

In  addition  to  plumage  features,  I have  found  behaviour 
differences  useful  in  separating  the  two  species.  Firstly,  Arctics  often  show 
considerable  antagonism  towards  Pomarines:  they  evidently  ’feel 

threatened',  and  are  likely  to  harass  any  Pomarines  in  their  vicinity, 
especiallv  when  they  outnumber  the  latter  (as  they  usually  do):  this  should 
not  be  confused  with  the  playful  intraspecific  mutual  pursuit  often  indulged 
in  bv  Arctics.  Secondly,  whereas  Arctics  ty  pically  feed  mainly  by  chasing 
terns  and  small  gulls  (including  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla  and  Common 
Gulls  Larus  cams),  Pomarines  will  often  adopt  the  feeding  behaviour  of 
Great  Skuas  S.  skua:  thus.  Pomarines  not  only  chase  large  gulls  (including 
Herring  L.  argentatus  and  Lesser  Black-backed  L.fuscus),  but  bring  them 
crashing  down  into  the  sea.  I have  also  seen  a Pomarine  force  a Manx 
Shearwater  Pu/fnus puffinus  to  crash-dive,  and  on  one  occasion  even  saw  one 
relentlessly  pursue  an  Arctic  Skua.  The  much-discussed  Buckinghamshire 
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Skua  (Brit.  Birds  78:  669-671)  killed  and  ate  Black-headed  Gulls  L. 
ridibundus , strongly  indicating  Pomarine;  indeed*  identical  behaviour  was 
twice  reported  in  Kent  in  November  1985.  Furthermore,  both  Great  and 
Pomarine  Skuas  will  feed  directly  on  scraps  around  fishing  boats,  when 
they  do  not  necessarily  cause  any  panic  among  accompanying  gulls;  I have 
not  seen  Arctic  Skuas  join  in  such  flocks;  in  contrast,  they  wait  on  the 
periphery  and  seek  a smaller  victim  to  pursue.  1).  L.  Davenport 

68  First  Avenue,  Gillingham , Kent  ME72LG 


Glaucous  Gull  hawking  snowflakes  Previous  notes  (Brit.  Birds  71:  80; 
78:  587)  have  described  Herring  Lams  argentatus  and  Iceland  Gulls  L.  . 
glaucoides  trying  to  catch  snowflakes  from  the  ground.  On  2nd  March  1984, 
in  Plymouth,  Devon,  during  a short  snow  shower,  a second-winter 
Glaucous  Gull  L.  hyperboreus  flew  to  a height  of  about  50  m and,  in  a series  of 
shallow  swoops,  snapped  at  snowflakes  for  80  seconds,  before  returning  to 
the  rocks  as  the  snow  ceased.  Aerial  hawking  of  snowflakes  has  been 
recorded  for  passerines  (Brit.  Birds  78:  587),  but  so  far  as  I know  not  for 
gulls.  Richard  I . Allison 

79  Apple  Trees , Bar  Hill , Cambridgeshire  CB38SW 


Apparent  tail  length  of  Isabelline  Wheatear  W hile  watching  several 
species  of  wheatear  Oenanthe  at  Eilat,  Israel,  in  early  November  1986,  we 
independently  noted  a feature  which  is  helpful  when  attempting  to  separate 
distant  Isabelline  \\  heatears  0.  isabellina  from  \\  heatears  0.  oenanthe.  On 
average,  Isabelline  \\  heatears  tend  to  stand  in  a more  upright  position  than 
Wh  eatears,  but  this  cannot  be  relied  upon,  for  Wheatears  also  sometimes 
adopt  a vertical  stance.  In  such  cases,  however,  the  tail  of  Wheatear  touches 


1 ig.  1.  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina  (left)  and  Wheatear  0.  oenanthe  in  upright 
posture,  showing  apparent  difference  in  tail  length  (Killian  Mullarney ) 
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62.  Isabelline  \\  heatear  Oenanlhe  isabellina , Israel,  Nov ’ember  1986  (Arnoud B.  van  den  Bers,) 


the  ground  (or  would  do,  if  dropped),  whereas  the  tail  of  Isabelline 
\\  heatear  remains  elear  of  the  ground — a reflection  of  the  latter  species’ 
long  legs.  \\  it h care,  making  allowance  for  any  uneven  ground,  this 
difference  (fig.  1)  allows  upright,  putative  Isabellines  to  be  confirmed  as 
such,  or  correctly  identified  as  Wheatears,  at  ranges  of  100m  or  more. 

J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Killian  Mullarney 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham , Bedford  MK44  3XJ 


Long-tailed  Tits  apparently  eating  lichen  On  several  occasions  during 
the  morning  of  25th  February  1979,  at  Frogmore  Pond.  Westbury,  W ilt- 
shire, I noticed  small  parties  of  Long-tailed  Tits  Aegithalos  caudatus  seeking 
food  in  the  branches  of  waterside  trees.  At  very  close  range,  through 
binoculars,  I saw  that  they  appeared  to  be  eating  minute  pieces  of  greenish- 
grey  lichen  on  the  branches,  which  were  very  smooth  and  without  any 
crevices  where  insects  might  hide.  JOHN  Govett 

19  Alanton  Close,  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented:  ‘I  have  seen  Long-tailed  Tits  eating  green,  powdery- 
looking  algae  from  boughs  and  trunks  of  ash  Fraxinus  excelsior.'  Eds 
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Humerals,  humeral  coverts,  and  sub-scapulars  This  note  draws 
attention  to  two  groups  of  feathers  which  are  nOt  widely  known,  since  on 
most  birds  they  are  either  vestigial  or  are  usually  concealed  beneath  other 
feather  groups.  They  are  usually  unimportant  for  identification  or  field 
description  purposes,  so  were  not  included  in  the  standard  British  Birds 
topography  charts,  but,  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  they  should  be  defined 
and  named. 

humerals  and  humeral  coverts  The  plumage  on  the  ‘upper  arm’  (humerus)  is  well- 
developed  on  some  very  long-winged  birds  (e.g.  some  albatrosses,  Diontedeidae).  On  these 
birds,  the  longest  leathers  in  this  tract  are  as  long  and  as  well  developed  as  the  secondaries,  and 
(on  the  spread  wing)  form  a readily  visible  row  oflarge  flight-feathers  between  the  secondaries 
and  the  scapulars.  These  long  feathers  are  the  humerals,  and  their  coverts  are  the  humeral 
coverts. 

humerals  and  humeral  coverts  The  plumage  on  the  ‘upper  arm’  (humerus)  is  u'ell 
Whereas  the  axillaries  are  well  developed  on  most  birds,  the  humerals  are  poorly  developed  or 
vestigial  on  short-winged  species  such  as  passerines. 

On  birds  of  medium  wing-length  (e.g.  most  non-passerines)  the  humeral  tract  is  moderately 
well  developed.  The  humerals  form  a ‘fan’  of  round-ended  feathers,  with  the  central  ones 
longest,  but  they  still  fall  well  short  of  the  longest  scapulars  which  cover  them  when  the  wing  is 
closed.  In  flight,  too,  they  are  often  covered  by  the  spread  scapulars.  Sometimes,  however,  the 
outermost  humerals  and  their  coverts  are  revealed  when  the  wing  is  fully  spread,  as  in  plate 
*>T  Like  the  secondaries,  the  humerals  on  these  species  are  often  plain  and  drably  coloured 
compared  with  the  adjacent  feat  her- groups,  and  are  thus  rarely  discernible  in  the  field.  One 
exception  is  Great  Grested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus,  on  which  the  humerals  and  their  coverts  are 
white,  in  flight  forming  a white  divide  between  the  dark  inner  wing-coverts  and  the  dark 
scapulars:  this  is  one  case  where  the  humerals  provide  a useful  field  mark,  because  Red-necked 
Grebe  P.  grisegena  (on  which  the  humerals  are  dark)  lacks  this  white  divide  (Moerbeek  el  at. 
1985). 

By  calling  these  feathers  the  humerals,  1 am  following  terminology  used  elsewhere  and  by 
Moerbeek  el  at.  ( 1985).  They  have  also  previously  been  called  the  ‘tertiaries’  (thus  a natural 
sequence:  primaries  on  the  ‘hand’,  secondaries  on  the  ‘lower  arm’,  and  tertiaries  on  the  ‘upper 
arm’),  but  use  of  that  term  would  prompt  confusion  with  the  tertiaries  or  tertials.  the  latter  now 
the  firmly  established  name  for  the  innermost  secondaries. 

sub-scapulars  A row  of  feathers  on  some  waders  (and  probably  also  other  groups  of  birds)  lies 
beneath  the  rear  scapulars.  They  are  clearly  part  of  the  scapular  tract,  and  the  name 
sub-scapulars  is  therefore  appropriate.  Only  the  rear  feathers  in  the  row'  of  sub-scapulars  arc 
large  enough  to  be  significant.  They  differ  from  the  scapulars  in  being  larger,  stiller  in  texture, 
evenly  pointed  (not  round-ended),  and  differently  coloured  or  differently  patterned.  The 
longest,  rearmost  sub-scapular  is  often  visible  on  a standing  wader,  especially  when  the  rear 
scapulars  are  missing  through  moult  or  are  disarranged:  it  appears  as  a pointed,  dark-centred 
and  sharply  white-fringed  feather.  Its  shape,  pattern,  and  position  render  it  likely  to  be 
mistaken  for  the  innermost  tertial.  On  waders  with  plain  upperparts  (e.g.  Ringed  Plover 
C/wradrius  hiaticula  and  its  close  relatives)  it  forms  a prominent  mark,  standing  out  as  the  onlv 
sharply  white-edged  feather,  positioned  forward  ol  the  innermost  visible  tertial. 

I am  extremely  grateful  to  Dr  Richard  Chandler,  R.  Hathwav,  Killian 
Mullarney  and  Urban  Olsson  for  providing  the  photographs  which 
illustrate  this  note  (plates  63-67),  and  Edward  van  I Jzendoorn  and  Dirk 
Moerbeek  for  useful  comments.  P.  ] . Grant 

!4  l tenth  field  Road , Ashford,  Kent  TN24  8QD 
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63.  First-winter  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Imtus  Juscus,  Denmark,  October  1983.  The  outer 
humerals  are  just  visible,  forming  the  narrow  area  of  plain  feathers  between  the  inner  (greater 
and  median)  wing-coverts  and  the  scapulars.  The  corresponding  outer  humeral-coverts  are 
also  visible,  forming  a triangular  small  area  of  pale-fringed  feathers.  On  some  very  long- 
winged  species  (e.g.  some  albatrosses),  the  humerals  are  fully  developed  and  form  a row  of 
large  flight-feathers  between  the  secondaries  and  scapulars  ( Urban  Olsson) 
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64.  Freshly  dead  adult  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula,  France,  May  1985.  The  scapulars 
have  been  parted  to  reveal  the  three  rearmost  sub-scapulars.  The  round-ended,  pale-fringed 
tips  of  two  humerals  are  also  just  visible,  adjacent  to  the  outer  web  of  the  outermost  visible 

sub-scapular  ( Killian  Mullamey) 


65.  Juvenile  Little  Stint  Calidris minuta,  Norfolk,  August  1976.  The  two  rearmost  sub-scapulars 
(one  on  each  side  of  the  bird)  are  clearly  visible  as  pointed,  dark-centred  and  sharply 
white-fringed  feathers,  positioned  (almost  touching  each  other)  between  the  rearmost 
scapulars  and  the  tertials.  Note  that  the  innermost  tertial  is  missing  on  the  right  wing  of  this 

bird  ( R.J . Chandler) 
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66.  Juvenile  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula,  Cornwall,  September  1985.  The  two  rearmost 
sub-scapulars  are  clearly  visible  as  the  only  sharply  white-edged  leathers  on  the  otherwise 

plain  upperparts  (R.  J.  Chandler) 


67.  I -east  Sandpiper  Calidris  minutilla  moulting  from  first-winter  to  first-summer  plumage, 
Cornwall,  March  1986.  Most  of  the  rear  scapulars  are  missing  through  moult,  revealing  the 
rearmost  sub-scapular,  which  is  the  large,  pale-fringed  and  evenly-pointed  feather  immedi- 
ately to  the  rear  of  the  scapulars.  Note  that  the  two  innermost  tertials  of  this  bird  have  also  been 


moulted  (R.  Halhway ) 
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English  bird  names  The  best  reason,  surely,  for  calling  Numenius  minutus 
‘Little  Curlew’  and  not  ‘Little  Whimbrel’,  and  certainly  the  one  that 
prompted  this  choice  in  Ibis  (124:  302),  is  that  minutus  and  N.  borealis , the 
Eskimo  Curlew,  are  considered  conspecific  by  some  authors. 

M ore  generally,  no  mention  (Brit.  Birds  78:  401-403)  of  the  cause  of 
distinctive  bird  names  can  surely  be  made  without  acknowledgment  of  the 
work  of  Peter  C.  Alden.  As  long  ago  as  1978,  he  produced  (in  Boston,  Mass., 
with  Dorothy  S.  Long)  a Check  List  oj  European  Birds  with  a number  of 
unfamiliar  but  mostly  improved  names,  along  with  a separate  four-page 
rationale.  More  recently,  he  outlined  his  views  in  Finding  Birds  Around  the 
World  (Peter  Alden  & John  Gooders,  1981,  pages  577-580)  and  also  gave 
them  expression  in  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  the  U.S.S.R.  (V.  PL  Flint  et  al., 
1984).  Nor  should  the  views  of  Ben  King  in  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj 
South-East  Asia  (1975,  pages  1 1-14)  be  overlooked  , concerning  as  they  do 
not  only  distinctiveness,  but  also  suitability,  brevity  and  orthography.  A 
third  view  from  America  is  that  of  Stuart  Keith  (1976,  The  Third  Bird- 
watchers’’ Book,  pages  1 1-29). 

There  are  three  main  problems.  First,  the  need  for  a prefix  or  ‘modifier’ 
for  such  birds  as  Hirundo  rustica,  ‘The’  Swallow.  Alden  proposes  ‘Field 
Swallow’  and  Alec  Forbes- Watson  (in  discussion,  1984)  ‘Classical 
Swallow’!  I bis  last  compares  with  Alden’s  (tongue  in  cheek,  he  assures  me) 
‘Clock  Cuckoo’  and  ‘Jenny  Wren’.  More  acceptable  are  such  terms  as 
‘Eurasian’  (Cuckoo,  Kestrel,  Jay),  ‘Great’  (Cormorant)  and  ‘Northern’ 
(Fulmar,  Gannet,  Harrier).  Secondly,  there  is  the  problem  of  the  same 
species  having  different  names  (‘buzzard’  or  ‘hawk’  for  members  of  the 
genus  Buteo)  and,  thirdly,  the  converse,  when  different  species  have  the 
same  name,  such  as  ‘Robin’  for  both  Erithacus  rubecula  and  Turdus migratorius. 

Eastly,  accuracy  and  appropriateness  come  up  for  consideration.  Many 
species  designated  ‘Common’  may  be  less  than  common,  particularly 
where  they  are  rare!  Hence,  for  Larus  canus , ‘Mew  Gull’  was  proposed  as 
long  ago  as  1949  by  E.  M.  Nicholson  ( Ibis  91:  691-693).  Alden  proposed 
‘Russian  Pratincole’  for  Glareola  nordmanni , but  it  breeds  elsewhere  in  the 
USSR  than  in  Russia  (oneof  15  republics).  Inaccurate  or  misleading  names 
by  the  score  would  clearly  have  been  better  avoided,  but  familiarity  and 
long  and  widespread  use  can  in  many  cases  favour,  on  balance,  their 
retention. 

I he  other  needs  for  change  require  more  urgent  attention. 

Jeffery  Boswall 

Natural  History  Unit , British  Broadcasting  Corporation , Broadcasting  House, 

White  ladies  Road,  Bristol  BS82LR 

After  reading  Don  Roberson’s  letter  in  the  August  1985  issue  of  British  Birds 
(78:  401-403),  I feel  compelled  to  write  on  the  same  topic,  as  Mr  Roberson 
touched  only  a small  aspect  of  the  problem.  A more  important  aspect  lies  in 
common  names  which  convey  erroneous  ideas  about  the  relationships  of 
the  various  groups  of  birds.  In  North  America,  for  example,  the  name 
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Upland  Plover  has  recently  been  changed  to  Upland  Sandpiper  because 
Bartramia  longicauda  is  not  a plover. 

I n the  old  days,  some  North  American  parulines*  were  called  flycatchers 
or  creepers;  these  inappropriate  names  have  disappeared  in  favour  of  the 
equally  inappropriate  ‘warbler’.  Names  such  as  warbler  or  flycatcher  were 
coined  in  the  British  Isles  and  were  meant  to  designate  specific  groups  of 
birds.  1 o apply  these  names  to  totally  unrelated  birds  is  surprisingly  out  of 
line  with  both  common  sense  and  the  imaginative  spirit  of  the  English 
language.  Michel  Gosselin 

1104-2851  Baycrest,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  KIV8V7 

Mr  Roberson’s  letter  (Brit.  Birds  78: 401-403)  has  pushed  me  over  the  edge;  1 
have  left  the  faucet  running  and  the  skillet  on  the  cooker,  abandoned  the 
automobile  with  the  hood  open,  and  will  now  favour  British  Birds  with  a 
letter  before  my  hair  turns  gray. 

I o me,  he  has  failed  to  understand  several  important  points.  First,  1 
would  contend  that  Britain  and  the  USA,  far  from  being  ‘divided  by  a 
common  language’,  in  fact  have  significantly  different  languages.  I am 
suspicious  of  what  Mr  Roberson  means  by  ‘English  (sic)  names  with 
international  acceptance’,  and  wonder  whether  they  can  be  accepted  inter- 
nationally when  British  and,  in  some  instances,  Australian  birdwatchers  do 
not  accept  them.  We  are  accused  of  being  provincial;  but,  despite  the  Coke 
cans  and  US  military  aircraft  which  litter  this  country,  we  are  not  yet  a 
province  of  the  USA. 

Secondly,  is  there  any  real  reason  why  one  member  of  a group  should  not 
remain  free  of  adjectives?  To  illustrate  that  this  need  not  lead  to  confusion.  I 
woidd  mention  the  snipes  found  in  Britain.  A birdwatcher  saying  ‘I  have 
just  seen  a Snipe’  after  sighting  Gallinago  gal/inago  would  never  be  inter- 
preted as  having  seen  Great  Snipe  G.  media  or  Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes 
minimus.  Perhaps  even  more  convincing  are  the  partridges,  with  Perdi.x perdix 
being  formally  listed  as  Grey  Partridge,  but  generally  referred  to  as 
Partridge  without  confusion  with  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa.  A 
linked  point  here  is  that  many  of  the  simple,  single-word  names  are  part  of 
the  heritage  of  our  language,  and  arose  to  mean  just  the  one  species.  Some, 
indeed,  are  specifically  linked:  Cuailus  canorus  says  ‘Cuckoo’,  not  ‘Common 
Cuckoo’,  for  example. 

Most  importantly,  there  is  always  a system  of  nomenclature  which  is 
acceptable  internationally,  not  only  to  those  who  speak  American,  but  to 
English.  Gaelic,  French,  Japanese.  Russian,  and  (so  far  as  I am  aware)  all 
other  tongues.  Scientific  nomenclature  functions  extremely  well,  at  least  for 
Holarctic  birds,  with  its  strict  rules  of  precedence,  and.  being  largely 
Latin-based,  avoids  direct  association  with  any  modern  nation.  To  attempt 
to  repeat  the  whole  procedure  by  devising  logical  ‘internationally  accept- 
able’ nomenclatures  for  individual  modern  languages  is  to  risk  being 
overwhelmed  by  a welter  of  ghastly  hybrid  words  (such  as  Eurasian)  and 


* For  the  use  of  this  term,  sec  The  American  Ornithologists  ’ Union  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds , 
1983,  p.  791. 
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hyphens.  I see  this  process  beginning  in  the  recent  North  American  field 
guide  (National  Geographic  Society,  1983)  -with  Emberiza  schoeniclus 
referred  to  as  ‘Common  Reed-Bunting’.  A.  C.  B.  Henderson 

Perry  Fields  Cottage,  Wingham,  Canterbury,  Kent  CT3 1ER 

It  is  preposterous  that  an  American  should  try  to  dictate  to  English  bird- 
watchers on  the  English  nomenclature  of  birds  (Brit.  Birds  78:  401-403)  with 
the  American  record  of  calling  the  Elk  a moose  and  mistaking  the  Red  Deer 
for  an  elk.  If  it  is  admissible  for  the  Americans  to  use  the  Nordic  word  lorn, 
or  loon,  for  their  divers,  why  is  Don  Roberson  so  scathing  of  those  who  wish 
to  use  the  equally  picturesque  Norse  teiste,  or  tystie?  Does  he  insist  that  we 
draw  our  comrades’  attention  to  a ‘Eurasian  Buteo’  as  we  walk  the  . 
Cumbrian  fells?  I seem  to  think  they  have  some  trouble  with  sparrowhawks 
and  kestrels,  too.  David  E.  Swithenbank 

Dawes  Bank , Holcombe,  Lancashire 

At  the  instigation  of  British  Birds’  Managing  Editor,  in  March  1982,  following  similar 
representations  a few  years  earlier  by  Robert  Hudson  and  I.  J.  Ferguson-Lees,  the  British 
Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee  set  up  a three-man  subcommittee — consisting  of 
P.  J.  Grant,  T.  P.  Inskipp  and  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock — to  make  recommendations  concerning 
possible  changes  to  the  names  of  birds  on  the  British  list.  The  subcommittee  set  out  seven  main 
principles,  which  were  later  accepted  by  the  BOURC,  and  has  made  a comprehensive  review 
of  the  English  names  of  British  (indeed,  of  West  Palearctic)  birds  on  the  basis  of  these.  The  list 
of  names  is  currently  being  perused  by  the  BOU  Council.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  a 
complete  list  of  the  proposed  changes,  with  reasons  and  explanation  for  each.  At  that  time,  we 
expect  to  receive  a lot  of  reaction  ('flak’  seems  to  be  the  current  cliche).  Eds 
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Formation  of  West  Palearctic  List  Committee  The  delegates  attending 
the  International  Bird  Identification  Meeting  in  Eilat,  Israel,  during  1st- 
8th  November  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  43)  voted  unanimously  to  establish  a 
West  Palearctic  List  Committee.  The  primary  purposes  of  this  Committee 
will  be  (1)  to  act  as  a centre  for  receipt  of  notification  of  additions  to  the 
West  Palearctic  list;  (2)  to  encourage  the  assessment  of  such  records  by  the 
most  appropriate  body  (the  relevant  national  rarities  committee  if  one 
exists,  or  a rarities  committee  or  other  special  panel  nominated  by  the 
WPLC  itself);  (3)  to  encourage  observers  in  countries  currently  with  no 
formal  ornithological  organisation  to  send  records  to  the  WPLC,  which  will 
arrange  for  appropriate  assessment  to  be  made;  and  (4)  to  encourage 
national  rarities  committees  to  review  past  (especially  old)  records  of 
species  of  extreme  rarity  in  the  West  Palearctic.  In  due  course,  the  WPLC 
will  work  towards  producing  an  authoritative  list  of  West  Palearctic  birds, 
with  (for  rarities  within  the  area)  national  totals  of  records  in  list  or  tabular 
form  for  each  species. 
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1 he  founder  members  of  the  W est  Palearctic  List  Committee  are  repre- 
sentatives (one  for  each  country)  from  among  the  delegates  in  Eilat: 
Belgium  Rene-Marie  Lafontaine,  Denmark  Klaus  Mailing  Olsen,  Finland 
Lasse  J.  Laine,  France  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  federal  republic  of 
Germany  Andreas  Helbig,  republic  of  Ireland  Killian  Mullarney,  Israel 
Hadoram  Shirihai,  Netherlands  Arnoud  B.  van  den  Berg,  Sweden  Erik 
Hirschfeld,  and  united  kingdom  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock.  It  is  hoped  that, 
before  long,  there  will  be  a member  representing  each  of  the  countries 
within  the  West  Palearctic,  who  will  act  as  contact  between  the  WPLC  and 
the  national  rarities  committees  and  other  bodies  dealing  with  records  of 
rare  birds.  To  this  end,  the  WPLC  will  in  the  first  instance  be  contacting  the 
correspondents  to  British  Birds’  ‘European  news’  feature.  The  WPLC  will 
also,  of  course,  liaise  with  other  committees  and  bodies  concerned  with 
taxonomic  matters  affecting  the  listing  of  West  Palearctic  birds.  Informa- 
tion supplied  to  the  WPLC  will  be  made  available  to  all  the  constituent 
member  countries,  via  the  national  members. 

Correspondence  concerning  the  West  Palearctic  List  Committee  should 
be  addressed  to  WPLC,  c/o  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  British  Birds,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  England. 

Request 


Turkish  bird  records  for  1982-86  The  Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East  (OSME) 
has  appointed  a committee  to  prepare  the  Turkish  Bird  Report  for  the  years  1982  to  1986;  the 
Editor  will  be  Rod  Martins.  The  previous  report,  covering  1976-81,  is  currently  in  press  and 
will  be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  the  OSME  journal,  Sandgrouse.  Records  for  1982-86  are 
now  requested  (the  possibility  of  including  particularly  significant  unpublished  observations 
for  other  years,  as  an  addendum,  is  being  considered)  and  should  be  sent  (to  arrive  no  later 
than  the  end  of  June  1987)  to  the  Turkish  Bird  Report  Editorial  Committee,  c/o  OSME,  c/o 
The  RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI92DL. 

Observers  are  requested  to  pay  attention  to  the  notes  for  contributors  by  Simon  Harrap  and 
Rod  Martins  in  the  latest  OSME  Bulletin  (No.  17,  autumn  1986),  which  lists  103  species  for 
which  records  are  particularly  sought,  with  reasons,  and  outlines  the  format  required  for  the 
submission  of  records,  methods  to  be  adopted  for  detailing  localities,  plus  other  important 
considerations.  Anyone  who  is  not  already  a member  of  OSME  can  obtain  copies  from  Rod 
Martins,  75  Stafford  Street,  Norwich  NR_>  :tBG,  or  by  telephoning  him  on  Norwich  (0603) 
661964. 
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Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 

New  Year  Honour  Congratulations  to  Dr  Scotland.  Lie  retired  last  year  from  his  post  as 
J.  Morton  Boyd  who  was  created  a CBE  in  Director  for  Scotland,  Nature  Conservancy 
the  Ncwr  Year  Honours  List  for  services  to  Council,  which  he  had  held  for  a total  of  some 
conservation  of  the  natural  environment  in  14  years. 
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‘Forktail  2’  The  second  issue  of 
this  annual  journal  appeared  only 
three  months  after  the  first,  to 
■ bring  the  Oriental  Bird  Club  up  to 

fjr  date  with  its  publications.  No.  2 is 

JUT  ft 3 even  larger  than  no.  1,  with  110 

flfBI  pages  devoted  to  six  main  papers 
and  five  short  communications. 
Dy  Two  are  especially  exciting:  ‘The 
W ■ rediscovery  of  Gurney’s  Pitta  Pitta 

v7  \J  gumeyi’  by  P.  D.  Round  and  U. 

Treesucon,  which  captures  marvellously  the 
preliminary  sleuthing  and  the  hard  fieldwork 
which  preceded  the  excitement  of  the 
moment  as  Phil  Round  ‘was  rounding  a bend 
in  the  trail  less  than  100  m from  the  forest 
edge  when  a male  Gurney’s  Pitta  flew  up  off 
the  ground,  about  10  m ahead  on  the  trail’ 
and  the  elation  which  Uthai  Treesucon  must 


have  felt  the  next  day  ‘when,  brushing 
against  some  vegetation,  he  flushed  an 
unidentified  pitta  off  its  nest  in  spiny 
understorey  vegetation’  and  it  proved  to  be 
that  of  the  Gurney’s  Pitta. 

To  single  out  one  other  contribution,  there 
is  more  sleuthing  to  be  done,  for  Edward  C. 
Dickinson  asks  ‘Does  the  White-eyed  River- 
Martin  Pseudochelidon  sirintarae  breed  in 
China?’  T his  species  has  only  ever  been  seen 
at  one  place  in  the  world  (Beung  Boraphet,  in 
1 hailand,  always  in  winter),  but  a Chinese 
painting  (featured  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  of 
Forktail ) seems  to  show — with  some  dis- 
crepancies— this  highly  distinctive  species, 
suggesting  that  (as  previously  suspected)  the 
Y\  hite-eyed  River-Martin  may  breed  some- 
where in  China.  Students  of  Chinese  bird 
paintings  are  requested  to  assist  in  tracking 
down  the  artist  and  the  date  of  the  picture, 
which  may  serve  as  a clue  for  where  in  China 
to  look  for  this,  one  of  the  world’s  most 
elusive  birds.  (JTRS ) 


Jeffery  Bos  wall  moves  to  the  RSPB  After 
29  years  with  the  BBC’s  Natural  History 
Unit  in  Bristol,  Jeffery  Boswall  is  moving  to 
become  the  consultant  Head  of  Film  and 
Video  for  the  RSPB,  although  he  hopes  to 
continue  to  do  some  freelance  work  for  the 
BBC.  One  of  his  first  jobs  was  with  the  RSPB 
as  an  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  Watchers 
and  Sanctuaries  (Philip  Brown).  That  was  in 
1951!  He  says  he  ‘needs  a change,  and  it  will 
be  dominantly  birds  from  now  on;  also  there’s 
a real  chance  to  re-acquaint  myself  with 
British  natural  history  (for  nearly  22  years 
I’ve  hardly  been  anywhere  in  the  UK  except 


Bristol,  Bath,  Heathrow  and  Gatwick).’  We 
wish  him  good  luck  and  look  forward  to  some 
cracking  bird  films  in  the  coming  years. 

Lead  weights  banned  The  sale  and  import 

of  lead  weights  (in  sizes  from  0.06  g to  28.35 
g)  has  been  banned  since  1st  January  1987, 
but  anglers  are  still  allowed  to  use  any  that 
were  previously  obtained.  The  voluntary 
measures  recommended  have  not  been  effec- 
tive, so  it  is  very  encouraging  to  learn  that 
both  the  National  Trust  and  the  Forestry 
Commission  have  banned  the  use  of  lead 
weights  on  the  waters  they  own  or  control.  . 
Let  us  hope  that  water  authorities  and  other 
bodies  that  allow  anglers  onto  their  proper- 
ties will  follow  suit.  Now  for  the  bad  news  . . . 

Lead  shot  kills  geese  Over  200  Greylag 
Geese  Anser  anser  have  died  from  lead  poison- 
ing at  Loch  Spynie,  near  Elgin,  during  early 
December  1986.  The  birds  had  ingested  lead 
shot — some  individuals  with  up  to  50  pellets 
in  their  gizzard — with  grit  taken  in  to  assist 
digestion.  The  loch  was  below  its  normal 
level,  thus  exposing  previously  submerged 
sediment  with  a high  concentration  of  lead 
which  became  available  to  the  birds.  Loch 
Spynie,  which  is  an  internationally  impor- 
tant site  for  wildfowl,  holds  a roost  of  some 
4,000  Greylags.  Wildfowling  ceased  at  the 
loch  in  1984.  This  is  the  largest  confirmed 
incident  of  lead  poisoning  amongst  wildfowl 
in  Scotland.  Compared  to  the  lead  weights 
problem,  poisoning  from  lead  shot  has 
received  relatively  little  attention  in  this 
country  (bans  do  exist  overseas,  see  Brit. 
Birds  79:  458).  The  NCC  is  keen  to  hear  of 
any  wildfowl  found  dead  for  no  obvious 
reason,  especially  in  areas  where  shooting  is, 
or  recently  was,  a popular  sport.  Contact 
your  local  NCC  office. 

R & M Conference  The  19th  annual  BTO 
Ringing  and  Migration  Conference  was  held 
during  9th- 1 1th  January  1987,  at  Swanwick, 
Derbyshire.  Hadoram  Shirihai,  unfortu- 
nately, cancelled  at  the  last  moment,  so 
instead  of  our  hearing  about  the  Eilat 
Ringing  Station,  Anthony  Roberts  gave  a 
well  illustrated  account  of  his  ringing 
experiences  in  Australia.  The  major  lecture 
was  by  Franz  Bairlein  on  migration  strate- 
gies of  the  Garden  Warbler.  His  studies  have 
taken  him  to  tiny  Saharan  oases  south  of  the 
Atlas,  where  he  has  caught  and  weighed 
hundreds  of  Garden  Warblers.  He  countered 
the  usual  hypothesis  of  small  migrants 
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making  non-stop  flights  over  the  Sahara  with 
the  suggestion  that  many  of  them  make  rest- 
ing and  feeding  stops  cn  route.  I hree  further 
lectures  on  movements  of  birds  covered 
Camargue  Flamingos,  Purple  Sandpipers, 
and  winter  thrushes.  Alter  learning  about  the 
incidence  of  botulism  in  gulls  on  Skomer,  we 
were  treated  to  a very  humorous,  perhaps 
even  tongue-in-cheek,  analysis  of  Portland- 
ringed  Willow  Warblers  by  Mick  Rogers.  A 
fascinating  talk  by  Martin  Kelsey  on  trap- 
ping Palearctic  migrants  at  a game  lodge  in 
Kenya  reminded  us  that  ringers  in  Britain  do 
not  have  to  contend  with  either  leopards  or 
elephants.  Sunday  morning  subjects  inclu- 
ded Great  Fits,  Lapland  Buntings,  and 
Long-tailed  W agtails,  the  latter  having  been 
studied  near  Durban  by  Stephen  Piper.  After 
his  remarks  about  how  cold  he  found 
Kngland,  we  ventured  forth  into  the  snow  to 
return  home,  though  not  before  the  BB 
mystery  photographs  competition  had 
attracted  an  excellent  107  entries.  The  four 
people  with  all-correct  answers,  Kevin 
Baker,  Kevin  Osborn,  Ben  Sheldon  and 
Gary  W right,  were  entered  in  a draw,  with 
the  first  named  claiming  the  usual  prize  of  a 
bottle  of  champagne.  ( Contributed  by  MAO) 


Having  problems  with  developers?  A 

book  which  is  very  helpful  in  such  matters  is 
Holding  Your  Ground  by  Angela  King  and  Sue 
Clifford,  published  bv  Temple  Smith  at 
£5.95.  It  is  an  inspiration  to  all  who  have  the 
countryside  at  heart.  (Contributed  by  Paul 
Trodd) 

Wexford  New  Year  Birdrace  On  3rd 

January  , the  team  of  Dave  Daly.  Oscar 
Merne,  Killian  Mullarney,  Oran  O'Sullivan 
and  Alyn  Walsh  achieved,  within  Co. 
W exford,  a day-total  of  1 15  spec  ies,  only  one 
short  of  the  Irish  record. 

Young  Ornithologists  of  the  Year  The 

winners  (Brit.  Birds  BO:  78)  were  each  pre- 
sented with  their  prizes  of'£60-worth  of  books 
at  a special  ceremony  at  the  RSPB  head- 
quarters. As  has  become  traditional  on  these 
occasions,  this  was  followed  bv  a short  field 
trip  in  the  grounds  of  The  Lodge  and  at 
nearbv  gravel-pits  (plate  68).  British  Birds 
will  again  be  sponsoring  the  competition  this 
v ear.  Birdwatchers  aged  6 to  18  years  should 
be  members  of  the  Young  Ornithologists' 
Club  (write  to  YOG,  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  sttiti i’l)I.),  and  will  see  the  rules 
in  the  Club’s  magazine.  Bird I.ije. 


68.  Young  Ornithologists  of  the  Year  1987.  Left  to  right.  Peter  Holden 
(National  Organiser.  YOC).  Andrew  Woodward  (junior  winner),  Howard  Vaughan  (senior 
w inner).  Judith  Mitchell  (intermediate  winner).  Paul  Mead  (second  in  senior  section),  and 
Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharroek  ( British  Birds)(RSPB  & P.  Cottier) 
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Occurrence  of  the  Kiwi  in  Wales.  It  has 

recently  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  a 
specimen  of  the  New  Zealand  Kiwi  ( Apteryx ) 
has  been  sighted  and  shot  in  a marsh  on  the 
island  of  Anglesey,  North  Wales.  The  body  of 
the  bird  measured  18"  in  length,  with  the 
beak  being  approximately  5".  There  was  an 
absence  of  both  wings  and  tail.  Its  feathers 
were  brown  and  of  rough  texture,  whilst  the 
base  of  the  beak  and  the  eyes  were  thinly 
covered  with  long  bristly  hairs.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  as  to  the  animal’s  identity. 

The  Kiwi  is  usually  confined  to  a very 
limited  region  on  the  opposite  side  of  our 
planet.  It  is  not  aquatic  in  its  habits  and 
totally  incapable  of  flight.  Thus  it  seems  that 
the  visitor  must  either  have  escaped  from  a 
private  collection,  somehow  got  ashore  from 
a shipwreck  or  is  the  mascot  of  a touring  All 
Blacks  rugby  team.  None  of  these  pheno- 
mena is  known  to  have  been  on  Anglesey  at 
the  relevant  date.  It  is,  in  any  case,  highly 
unlikely  that  anyone  would  take  the  trouble 
of  bringing  a bird  so  very  difficult  to  cater  for 
on  a voyage  all  the  way  from  New  Zealand. 
Suggestions  as  to  the  bird’s  origin  would  be 
welcome.  1 1 was  last  seen  and  shot  circa  1 850 
and  recorded  in  the  Zoologist  11:  3815.  (Con- 
tributed by  Dave  Thomas) 


7 wonder  ij  we  should  leave  a message  Jor  them  at 
Nancy’s?’  (Cartoon  drawn  bv  Mike  Everett, 
and  reproduced  by  permission  from  the 
autumn/winter  1986  catalogue  of  the 
Natural  History  Book  Service) 


Change  of  address  of  Recorder  The 

address  for  E.  D.  Cameron,  Recorder  for 
Tayside  (Perth  & Kinross),  is  now  3 Stor- 
mont Place,  Scone,  Perth  WiiiSR. 


Monthly  marathon 

Yes,  that  one  in  the  January  issue  was  a stinker!  It 


was  identified  by  entrants  as 

Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe pleschanka  (3 1 %) 

Desert  Lark  Ammomanes  deserti  ( 1 2% ) 

Blaek  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros  (9%) 

\V 'heatear  0.  oenanthe  (8%) 

Redstart  P.  phoenicurus  (fi%) 

Black-eared  Wheatear  0.  hispanica  (5%) 

Isabelline  Wheatear  0.  isabellina  (4%) 

Red-tailed  Wheatear  0.  xanlhoprymna  (4%) 

Bar-tailed  Desert  Lark  A.  cincturus  (2%) 

Robin  Erithacus  rubecula  (2%) 

Blackstart  Cercomela  melanura  (2%) 

Desert  Wheatear  O.  deserti  (2%) 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca  (2%) 

Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata  (2%) 


Sponsored  by 


A small  number  of  entrants  also  named  it  as  Temminck’s  Horned  Lark  Eremophila  bilopha , 
W ater  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletla , Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica , Siberian  Blue  Robin  L.  cyane.  Red- 
flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus,  Eversmann’s  Redstart  P.  erythronolus , Moussier’s  Redstart  P. 
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mou.s.ueri , Red-rumped  Wheatear  0.  moesta,  Black-throated  1 brush  Turdus  rujicollis,  Booted 
Waihlci  Hippolais  caligala , (iardeii  Warbler  S.  borin.  ChilfchafT  Phylloscopus  collybila.  Pied 
I l\  ( at<  her  blcedula  hypoleuca , and  Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris. 

l'oi  the  first  time,  the  most-named  species  was  not  the  right  answer.  The 
bird,  photographed  by  Jouko  Hakala  in  Israel  in  April  1986,  was  a Desert 
Lark. 

Alter  that  hurdle,  only  12  competitors  are  left  with  an  immaculate 
seven-in-a-row  record:  Per  Alstrom,  Paul  Archer,  Keith  Atkin,  Peter 
Bjurenstahl,  G.  B.  Brown,  Samsa  Caivenius,  Alan  Greensmidi,  Hannu 
Jamies,  Heikki  Luoto,  Pekka  J.  Nikander,  Lars  Svensson  and  Alvn  W alsh. 
( lose  behind — and  doubtless  hoping  that  the  leaders  will  all  come  a cropper 
soon — are  Kvvan  Brodie,  with  six  in  a row,  and  D.  A.  Bridges,  G.  P.  Catlev 
and  Jouko  1 lakala,  each  with  four  in  a row. 

I his  month’s  puzzle  picture  appears  below.  Have  a go,  to  try  for  the 
sequence  which  will  bring  the  winner  a SUNBI RI)  holidav  in  Africa,  North 
America  or  Southeast  Asia. 


69.  ‘Monlhls  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  10.  Identify  the  species.  Read  the 
rules  on  page  10  in  the  January  19R7  issue,  then  send  your  answer  in  on  a postcard  to  Monthly 
Marathon,  f ountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK.H3NJ,  to  arrive  b\  15th  May  1987. 


&rticntp-fit)f  pears  ago... 


ABNORMALLY  EARLY  W HLATLARS  IN  CARNARVONSHIRE.  The  genial 
atmospheric  conditions  and  almost  uninterrupted  southerly  and  south-westerly  winds  during 
the  latter  half  ol  February,  1912.  helped  to  set  in  motion  the  seasonal  movement  of  a few  of  the 
recognised  earlier-moving  migrants,  and  apparently  urged  a few  Common  W'heatears 
(Saxicola  oenanthe amanthe)  to  venture  northward.’  (Brit.  Birds  5:  305,  April  1912) 


Recent 

reports 


Keith  Allsopp 
and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  January  un- 
less otherwise  stated. 

Temperatures  dropped  quite  rapidly  in 
the  first  week  of  the  year  as  increasing 
pressure  to  the  west  blocked  the  mild 
westerly  air  and  introduced  cold  northerlies. 
From  1 Oth,  a ridge  of  high  pressure  from  the 
Siberian  anticyclone  developed  westward 
over  Scandinavia,  winds  changed  to  the  east 
bringing  very  cold  air  across  the  Baltic  and 
North  Seas,  and  temperatures  stayed  below 
freezing  over  much  of  Britain  until  20th. 
Moisture  picked  up  from  the  North  Sea 
warmed  the  air  so  that  the  extremely  low' 
temperatures  in  the  Baltic  were  not  experi- 
enced here.  The  resulting  frequent  snow 
showers,  how  ever,  covered  English  east  coast 
areas  with  fine  powder  snow,  with  deep  drifts 
developing  in  the  strong  winds,  especially  on 
14th.  Winds  further  east  were  lighter  and  no 
strong  weather  fronts  were  involved.  Apart 
from  the  last  two  factors,  conditions  were 
similar  to  those  which  occurred  in  February 
1979  (Brit.  Birds  74:  55-81)  and  on  15th  in 
particular.  As  on  that  occasion,  Red-necked 
Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena  were  found  on 
inland  waters  but  in  far  less  numbers,  with 
about  50  being  reported,  predominantly 
singles,  but  on  the  coast  a maximum  of  four 
at  Filey  Brigg  (North  Yorkshire)  on  51st  and 
two  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  on  24th.  The 
only  other  uncommon  species  reported  in 
increased  numbers  was  Smew  Mergus 
albeltus,  with  50  estimated  in  Suffolk,  an 
exceptional  maximum  of  25  at  Sandwich  Bay 
on  19th,  a total  of  I f or  15  for  the  month  for 
northeast  England,  six  at  Dravcote  Reservoir 
(Warwickshire)  on  1th.  three  at  Eongtown 
Gravel-pits  (Cumbria)  during  the  month. 


and  small  numbers  on  waters  across  England 
to  \\  ales.  The  strong  winds  prevented  some 
of  the  larger  w aters  from  completely  freezing 
over,  but  many  wildfowl  were  displaced. 
Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus  on  the 
Ouse  Washes  (Cambridgeshire)  numbered 
(i.  lb  I on  19th,  45  Whooper  Swans  C.  cygnus 
called  in  at  Ditchford  Gravel  Pits 
(Northamptonshire)  on  1 1th,  and  about  55 
were  recorded  at  Sandwich  Bay  between 
15th  and  27th  with  two  others  reaching  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  White-fronted  Geese  Anser 
albijrons.  in  small  parties  of  fours  and  sevens, 
wandered  around  Bedfordshire  on  17th  and 
18th.  Nineteen  Brent  Geese  Branta  berniclo 
were  inland  at  Grafham  W ater  (Cambridge- 
shire), with  another  five  at  Willen  Lake 
(Buckinghamshire)  on  18th.  and,  in  the 
northeast  of  England,  the  flock  of  the  light- 
bellied  race  B.  b.  hrota  on  Lindisfarne 
(Northumberland)  had  increased  to  2,000. 
also  by  18th,  as  their  Continental  wintering 
grounds  became  inhospitable. 

After  20th.  the  Continental  air  was  re- 
placed by  not-so-cold  Arctic  air.  as  high 
pressure  dominated  to  the  west.  The  almost 
continuous  cloud  cover  kept  temperatures 
above  freezing  and  a slow  thaw  developed. 
I he  anticyclone  drifted  eastward  over  the 
country  on  28th,  bringing  the  first  clear  skies 
for  nearly  a fortnight  and,  with  still  condi- 
tions and  temperatures  dropping  sharplv 
overnight,  inland  waters  were  again  frozen 
over.  At  Rutland  Water  (Leicestershire)  on 
51st,  on  the  small  areas  of  open  water  left, 
some  15  Smews  had  gathered  with  mam 
Goosanders  Mergus  merganser.  Red- 
breasted  Mergansers  M.  senator  and  ,i  Red- 
necked Grebe 


Recent  reports 

Wildfowl 

1 he  bird  ol  the  month  was  undoubtedly  the 
immature  male  Harlequin  Duck  Histnomcus 
histrionicus  which  was  found  at  Sullom  Voe 
(Shetland)  on  Kith,  a gap  of  22  years  since 
the  one  on  Fair  Isle,  also  on  Kith.  Most 
Furopean  records  are  from  the  Baltic  area 
and  are  thought  to  be  from  the  east  Siberian 
population,  and  this  bird  (in  view  of  the 
weather  conditions)  probably  had  the  same 
origin  rather  than  from  nearb\  Iceland.  Also 
on  Shetland,  at  Bluemull  Sound,  was  a King 
Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  and,  in  December, 
further  records  of  Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  per- 
spicillata  included  two  oll'the  Co.  Louth  coast 
and  two  others  oil  Rossnewlough  (Co. 
Donegal)  on  1 1th.  Other  wintering  rarities. 
American  Wigeon  Anas  amencana  at  Hayle 
(Cornwall)  and  at  Tringford  Reservoir 
(Hertfordshire),  Ring-necked  Duck  Aylhya 
collarts  at  Drill  Reservoir  (Cornwall)  and  at 
Frimley  (Surrey),  were  still  present  early  in 
the  month,  and  anothei  Ring-necked  Duck 
was  found  at  Coleford  Bridge  (Hampshire) 
on  27th.  Also  there  was  a Ferruginous  Duck 
A.  nyroca , again  on  27th,  with  other  records 
from  Battesdon  Lake  (Bedfordshire)  on  1 1th. 
the  one  at  Ditchlbrd  still  being  there  also  on 
that  date,  and  one  at  Grafham  Water  from 
18th  to  25th.  Over  the  same  period  there, 
three  Eiders  Somateria  mollissima  and  a Scaup 
Aylhya  mari/a  were  inland  vagrants.  Ruddy 
Ducks  Oxyura  jamaicensis  peaked  at  >70  at 
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Blithfield  Reservoir  (Staffordshire)  on  8th. 
I he  number  ol  Red-breasted  Geese  Branta 
ruficollis  increased  by  two:  the  one  near  Felix- 
stowe (Sullblk)  remained  throughout  the 
month  and  others  were  found  at  Burnhani- 
on-Crouch  (Essex)  and  at  Sidlesham  Kerry 
(West  Sussex).  A Brent  Goose  of  the  race 
nigricans  was  reported  from  Cley  (Norfolk)  on 
1st.  Sixty  Barnacle  Geese  B.  leucopsis  and  a 
Bean  Goose  Anser  fabalis  Hew  south  at 
Walney  (Cumbria)  on  12th  at  the  start  of  the 
freeze;  earlier,  three  of  the  latter  were  seen  at 
I cesmouth  (Cleveland)  on  3rd. 

Inland  records  of  divers  were  very  few: 
Great  Northern  Divers  Gavia  immer  were 
seen  at  Island  Barn  Reservoir  (Surrey),  two 
on  1 7th  and  18th.  and  at  Rutland  Water: 
Black-throated  Divers  G.  arctica  were  found 
at  Audenshaw  Reservoir  (Greater  Man- 
chester) on  15th.  and  at  Queen  Mother 
Reservoir  (London)  on  17th  and  18th.  and  a 
Red-throated  Diver  G.  slellata  was  at  Lower 
Riv  ington  Reservoir  (Lancashire).  In  Shet- 
land. however.  Id  Great  Northern  Divers 
were  found  in  one  locality  on  15th.  and  three 
White-billed  Divers  G.  adamsii  were  found: 
one  in  Bluemull  Sound  on  23rd  December, 
another  oil  Hascosav  on  1 1th.  and  the  usual 
W halsay  Ferry  bird.  Another  W hite-billed 
Diver  occurred  at  Filey  Brigg  on  list,  later 
being  picked  up  oiled  on  2nd  February  t plate 
70).  Concentrations  of  the  smaller  grebes 
occurred  at  Strangford  Ixmgh  (Co.  Down). 
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Recent  reports 


71. 1 ..ong-eared  Owl  Asia  otus.  South  Glamorgan.  January  1987  ( Richard  G.  Smith) 


u here  there  were  six  Slavonian  Grebes  Podi- 
ceps  auritus.  Four  Black-necked  Grebes  P. 

nigricollis,  at  South  Slob  (Co.  Wexford), 
stayed  into  January,  and  six  others  were  seen 
at  Frodsham  (Cheshire)  on  1st.  All  five 
common  species  of  grebe  were  present  on 
Staines  Reservoir  (Surrey)  on  17th. 

Birds  of  prey 

Up  to  38  Long-eared  Owls  Asia  otus  were 
estimated  present  in  roosts  in  Tyne  & W ear, 
ten  in  Shetland,  seven  at  Farlington  (Hamp- 
shire) and  one  in  Cardiff  (South  Glamor- 
gan) (plate  71).  Other  Continental  immi- 
grants were  scarce;  the  only  Rough-legged 
Buzzard  Buleo  lagopus  record  was  from 
Salthouse  Heath  (Norfolk)  on  1st.  A 
Buzzard  B.  buteo  was  seen  at  Stewartby 
(Bedfordshire)  on  27th  and  a Peregrine 
Falco  peregrinus  near  Blunham  (Bedfordshire) 
on  13th.  Four  Marsh  Harriers  Circus 
aeruginosus  were  to  be  seen  at  Horsey 
(Norfolk)  on  1st,  and  eleven  Hen  Harriers 
C.  cyaneus  were  roosting  on  the  Ouse  W ashes 
before  the  freeze,  with  others  being  seen  over 
Fluntingdon  (Cambridgeshire)  in  late 
December,  and  on  the  Isle  of  Wight.  A Red 
Kite  Milvus  milvus,  Hying  south  over  Larne 
Lough  (Co.  Antrim)  on  9th  December,  was  a 
notable  record. 

Wading  birds 

Proving  very  elusive  were  small  flocks  of 
Great  Bustards  Otis  tarda  in  southeast 
Suffolk:  four  were  seen  between  9th  and  13th 
on  the  Shotley  Peninsula  and  three  were  seen 
in  the  Deben  Estuary  on  11th  and  24th. 


Unusual  localities  for  Bitterns  Botaurus 
stellaris  were  Washington  Waterfowl  Park 
(Tyne  & W ear)  on  9th,  and  Siddick  Pond 
(Cumbria)  from  28th  December  1986,  and  a 
Crane  Grus grus  stayed  at  Northam  Burrows 
(Devon)  on  1st  and  2nd.  The  long-staying 
Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  left  Litchfield 
(Hampshire)  at  the  start  of  the  freeze,  and 
the  one  at  New  Mills  (Derbyshire)  was  still 
present  early  in  the  month.  During  the  cold 
snap,  a Spotted  Crake  Porgana  porgana  was 
found  at  W raysbury  Reservoir  (Berkshire) 
on  17th,  and  a Sanderling  Calidris  alba  could 
be  found  on  an  iced-over  part  of  the  Great 
Ouse  in  Bedford  (Bedfordshire)  town  centre. 
A Knot  C.  canulus  and  a Bar-tailed  God  wit 
Limosa  lapponica  were  an  unusual  pair  to  be 
found  inland  at  W’illen  Lake  on  23rd;  later, 
another  of  the  latter  species  was  seen  at  Little 
Paxton  (Cambridgeshire)  on  25th.  On  Lin- 
disfarne,  however,  there  was  an  enormous 
influx  of  Bar-tailed  Godwits  during  the 
severe  weather,  with  about  6,000  still  there 
on  27th.  A Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus  was 
still  present  at  Cley  on  1st,  the  Spotted 
SandpiperTrh/b  macularia  at  Titchfield  also 
departed  with  the  arrival  of  the  cold  weather 
and  another,  found  at  Lower  Rivington 
Reservoir  late  in  1986,  stayed  into  the  New 
Year,  as  did  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  Lim- 
nodromus  scolopaceus  on  the  Camel  Estuary 
(Cornwall).  Driven  inshore  were  Grey 
Phalaropes  Phalaropus  Julicarius , with  five 
being  seen  between  14th  and  18th  in  Cleve- 
land and  Northumberland,  with  an  earlier 
record  of  one  on  Newtown  Marshes  (Isle  of 
Wight)  on  1st.  Another  was  reported  at 
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Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on  25th. 
Lapwings  Vanellus  vane  tins  and  Golden 
Plovers  Pluvialis  apricaria.  which  deserted 
eastern  England  during  the  freeze,  had  not 
returned  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

Seabirds 

A Briinnich’s  Guillemot  Una  lomvia  was  an 
early  Christmas  present  for  observers  at 
Kilmore  Quay  (Co.  Wexford)  on  24th 
Dec  ember,  but  gulls  feeding  on  the  corpse  of 
an  auk  the  next  day  were  the  probable  cause 
of  its  disappearance.  A few  Little  Auks  Alle 
alle  were  seen  inshore  in  northeast  England 
from  1 1th  to  15th,  and,  further  north,  50  were 
seen  at  Anstruther  (Fife)  on  10th.  A wander- 
ing Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle  was  an 
unusual  find  in  Portland  Harbour  (Dorset) 
on  3rd.  Iceland  Gulls  Lants  glaucoides  began 
arriving  along  the  northeast  coast  of  England 
in  late  December  198(5  and  into  1987,  five* 
being  seen  in  Tyne  & W ear.  Inland,  one  was 
found  at  Elstow  (Bedfordshire)  on  5th  and 
bth.  the  same  site  attrac  ting  a Ring-billed 
Gull  Larus  delawarensis  on  6th,  and  Mediter- 
ranean Gulls  [..  melanocephalus  on  6th,  7th. 
10th  and  22nd.  A further  ten  reports  of  the 
latter,  mainly  inland,  were  received,  but  a 
staggering  33  were  seen  at  Folkestone  (Kent) 
on  3rd,  where,  earlier  on  Christmas  Eve,  39 
had  been  present.  In  addition  to  the  Bona- 
parte’s Gull  /,.  Philadelphia  at  Newlyn 
(Cornwall),  still  present  on  3rd.  another  was 
seen  briefly  at  W hitburn  (Tvne  & W ear)  on 
17th.  Nearby  at  Newcastle  (Tyne  & Wear), 
the  Laughing  Gull  L.  alricil/a  continued  its 
normal  wintering  pattern.  Glaucous  Gulls 
L.  hvperboreus  showed  a similar  influx  as  the 
Iceland  Gull,  with  1 1 being  reported  in 
England.  In  Belfast  Lough,  four  were  present 
during  December,  together  with  two  Iceland 
t Gulls  and  four  Ring-billed  Gulls.  Of  note, 
after  the  large  numbers  of  Little  Gulls  L. 


minutus  around  in  the  autumn,  were  records 
of  one  at  Pennington  Flash  (Greater  Man- 
chester) on  2nd.  and  two  at  Queen  Mother 
Reservoir  on  17th  and  18th.  A Pomarine 
Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus  was  at  Titchwell 
( Norfolk)  on  2nd,  and  a Great  Skua  .S',  skua  at 
nearby  Sncttisham  (Norfolk),  also  on  2nd. 
with  another  sighted  at  Breaksea  Point 
(South  Glamorgan)  on  5th.  L’nseasonal 
records  for  Sandwich  Ba\  were  a Sooty 
Shearwater  Puffinus  griseus  on  29th — the  first 
ever  winter  record — and  a Sandwich  Tern 
Sterna  sandvicensis  on  25th. 

Passerines 

In  the  period  of  northerlies  before  the  freeze, 
thousands  of  Fieldfares  Turdus pilaris  arrived 
in  northeast  England,  but  had  moved  on  by 
13th.  A similar  movement  occurred  with 
Waxwings  Bamhycilta garrulus  (plates  74-77 ) . 
with  an  estimated  150  birds  seen  between 
south  Northumberland  and  ( Ileveland.  again 
dispersing  after  13th.  Ones  and  twos  were 
reported  during  the  month  across  the 
country,  with  small  flocks  noted  at  Dundee 
(Angus),  with  F5  from  7th  to  17th.  at  Lowes- 
toft (Suffolk),  with  ten  on  28th,  and  seven  in 
Shetland  earlv  in  the  month.  The  northeast 
of  England  saw  up  to  1 I at  Guisborough  and 
1 1 at  Middlesbrough  (both  Cleveland) 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  with  25  in 
one  garden  at  Newcastle  on  24th.  Cumbria 
had  its  best  winter  for  some  years,  with  the 
largest  flock  of  about  40  reported  early  in  the 
month,  along  the  South  Solway.  12-14  near 
Cockermouth  on  29th,  four  in  Windermere  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  and  about  half-a- 
dozen  others  scattered  around  the  county. 
Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius  lappomeus  whic  h 
were  in  good  numbers  on  the  English  cast 
coast — 30  being  found  near  Sunderland 
(Tyne  and  Wear)  on  4th — subsequently 
were  found  inland  after  the  freeze,  with  three 


72  Sc  73.  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus.  Clwyd.  January  1987  ( Martin  S.  Gamer) 
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74-77.  W’axwings  Bombycilla garrulus.  January  1987:  top  left,  Gwynedd  ( Steve  Young)',  top  right, 
Herefordshire  ( Richard  G.  Smith)',  bottom  left,  Lincolnshire,  December  1986  (Keith  Atkin)', 

bottom  right,  Derbyshire  (Glyn  Set  tors) 


at  Grafham  W ater  from  18th  to  20th,  and  two 
at  Dornev  (Buckinghamshire).  Ten  were  also 
reported  in  the  west  at  Shotwick  Lake 
(Clvvyd)  in  early  January  (plates  72  & 73). 
A surprise  record  was  a Short-toed  Lark 
Calandrella  brachydactyla , also  at  Dorney,  early 
in  the  month.  A few  Black  Redstarts 
Phoenicurus  ochruros  were  lingering  about  early 
in  the  month  and  were  last  seen  at  Hod- 
barrow  Reservoir  (Gumbria)  on  8th, 
W hitburn  on  9th,  and  Kempston  (Bedford) 
on  11th.  Several  Snow  Buntings  Plectro- 
phenax  nivalis  were  to  be  seen  at  Grafham 
W ater  on  18th,  and,  earlier,  one  had  been 
found  on  Blows  Downs  (Bedfordshire), 
staying  from  8th  to  1 1th.  There  was  a large 
count  of  600  Corn  Buntings  Miliaria 
calandra  at  Filey  Brigg  on  10th.  A Richard’s 
Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae , found  at  Sand- 


scale  (Cumbria),  was  seen  until  3rd,  and  a 
Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  was  an 
unusual  find  at  Datchet  (Berkshire)  on  20th. 
An  unseasonal  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia 
curruca  was  seen  at  Littlemore  (Oxfordshire) 
on  19th. 

Latest  news 

Ring-billed  Gulls  included  two  at  Hayle; 
a Franklin’s  Gull  Earns  pipixean  at  Helslon; 
with  long-staying  Bonaparte’s  Gull  at 
Newlyn  making  a trio  of  Nearctic  gull  species 
in  ( Trim  all.  w here  Ring-necked  Duck  and 
American  Wigeon  were  also  still  present  in 
early  March.  Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus 
podiceps  at  Kenfig  (Mid  Glamorgan). 

‘Monthly  marathon’  is  on  pages  180-181 
t his  month. 


KAY  OPTICAL 

have  been  serving  the  Naturalist  and  other  users  of 
diverse  optical  equipment  for  a quarter  of  a century.  A 
wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether 
you  wish  to  purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present 
equipment  serviced  in  our  workshop. 


The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example: 


BINOCULARS 

£ 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  B Dialyt 

199 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 

205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt 

366 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901)399 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt 

429 

LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid 

193 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid 

208 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid 

208 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid 

219 

8x32  BA  Trinovid 

421 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 

467 

10  x 40  BA/N  Trinovid 

475 

Miniature  soft  case 

15 

BA  soft  case 

36 

SWAROVSKI 

10  x 40  WM  'Diana' 

289 

(NEW)  8 x 30SLC 

roof  prism 

351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin 

170 

8 x 40  Alpin 

180 

10x40  Alpin 

185 

10x50  Alpin 

205 

12x50  Alpin 

210 

OPTICRON  £ 

9x35  Elite  157 

8x32  High  Resolution  84 
8x42  High  Resolution  100 
10x42  High  Resolution  105 
10x50  High  Resolution  114 
10x42  Classic  119 

NIKON 

9x30  DCF  roof  prism  233 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  253 

8x23  Compact  114 

10x25  Compact  127 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  70 
Slik  88  tripod  60 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 
Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  35 

Window  mount  24 

CLOTHING 
(waxed  cotton) 

Barbour  ‘Border’  jacket  77 

Stud-in  pile  lining  17 

Barbour  ‘Durham’  jacket  49 

Beaver  ‘Fieldsman’ 
jacket  50 


TELESCOPES  £ 

Optolyth  30  x 75  290 

Optolyth  30x80  322 

Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

KowaTSN-1  body  240 

KowaTSN-2body  230 

TSN-3  body  471 

TSN-4  body  442 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

KowaTS-lbody  150 

KowaTS-2body  130 

Kowa  eyepieces  from  30 
KowaTS-9R  20x50  75 

Opticron  HR  zoom  171 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  189 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  192 

Opticron  30x75  Classic  115 

Piccolo  (e  g.  40x60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60x60  145 

Spacemaster  1 5-45  x 60  189 

Spacemaster22xWA  159 

B&L  Criterion 


40  x 100  Mirror  Scope 399 
Nikon  20x60  ED  489 


‘SOME  SPECIAL  BARGAIN  EXAMPLES: 


TELESCOPE,  TRIPOD  and  strap  (bought  at  same  time)  SAVE  £1 5 

ZEISS  10x40  BGA/T 

DIALYT  (close  focus)  binoculars  £399  SAVE  £40* 


SWIFT  20  x 80  BCF  observation  binoculars  (with  tripod  fitting)  £365  . SAVE  £70* 
* Savings  on  typical,  post-increase  prices,  while  stocks  last. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D157) 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

Churehwood' 


South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins* 


Tophsl- 


i Set  in  coastal 
preservation  area  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty 

■ Adjoining  NT.  land  and  near'several  NT. 
houses  ■ Easy  reach  Historic  Plymouth 

■ Good  walking,  riding,  sailing,  fishina 
and  diving  ■ Bird-watching  and  wildlife 

■ Minimum  commercialisation  ■ Personal 
attention  ■ Corporate 


>rpc 

members  of  R.S.P.B 

Colour  brochure  from 

(0752)  862382  (24hr). 
Churehwood,  pr 
Wembury  Bay,  ££ 
Plymouth, 

.Devon  PL9  ODZ.®3 


NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB961 ) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas,  GH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper 
Warlingham  (088-32)  2013.  (BB688) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942 .(BB91 1) 


DARTMOUTH — relaxing  holidays,  beautiful 
River  Dart,  National  Trust  coast  and  Dartmoor. 
Choice  of  fully  self-contained  properties. 
Brochure:  Powell,  20  South  Town,  Dartmouth. 
Tel:  2638.  (BB950) 

AUTHENTIC  GYPSY  CARAVAN.  Beauti- 
fully sited  on  private  (Lack  District)  nature 
reserve.  Frahm,  Haybridge,  Bouth,  Ulverston, 
Cumbria  (022986)412.  (BB68) 

Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and  Bemp- 
ton.  A coast  that’s  rich  in  history  and  wildlife. 
Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals,  explore  the 
nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and  South  Land- 
ing. Send  for  details  and  Bridlington  Colour 
Guideto:  Publicity  Dept.  15,TheSpa,  Brid- 
lington, East  Yorkshire  Y()15  3JH.  A con- 
tribution towards  postage  appreciated. 

(BB65) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 
cottage.  4 miles  Blakeney.  Sleeps  4.  Tel:  032875 
539.  (BB874) 


SLAPTON  — well  equipped,  self-contained 
wing/bungalow  in  Vi  acre.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  view. 
From  £65  per  week.  Tel:  0548  580952.  Hillcrest, 
Wood  Lane,  Slapton,  Devon.  (BB122) 

WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Wfarm  welcome. 
B&B/EM  optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and 
coffee  facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award. 
Pets  welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Northfield 
Lane.  Tel:  0328  710381.  (BB909) 

15thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Here- 
ford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  CH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais . 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

LANDS  END.  17th  Century  farmhouse  s/c. 
Sleeps  6-8.  £70-250.  Brochure  0736  87  242. 

(BB93) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish. 
AA/RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary 
and  Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 

CLEY,  bed  and  breakfast  in  comfortable  home, 
all  the  year  round,  Birkhead,  The  Old  House, 
Cley.  Tel:  0263  740996.  (BB144) 


CARA  ROCK  HOTEL 
East  Portlemouth,  Nr  Salcombe,  South  Devon 

A BIRDWATCHER’S  PARADISE 
Situated  in  magnificent  coastal  position,  in  proximity 
of  Prawle  Point,  a major  migration  observation  point, 
Gara  Rock  offers  a perfect  break  for  the  keen  orni- 
thologist. Splendid  coastal  paths,  rich  and  unusual 
bird  life  combined  with  all  the  comforts  of  a tradi- 
tional English  family  hotel  provides  for  a successful 
and  relaxing  holiday.  Our  facilities  include  heated 
pool  (May-Septcmber),  tennis  court,  barbecue, 
excellent  cuisine  and  bar.  Special  facilities  for  orni- 
thologists include  list  of  local  bird  life,  complimentary 
packed  lunch,  drying  and  laundry  facilities.  Slapton 
Lea  Field  Centre  7 miles  by  car.  Write  or  call 
(054  884)  2342  for  further  details.  ( BB 1 4) 


CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6 + 2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB112) 

LAWNS  HOTEL,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Bargain 
breaks  of  two  days  inc:  B B & D £34  only.  Tel: 
0263  713390.  (BB118) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  Lochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  Lochdon,  Isle  of 
Mull.  Tel:  068  02  486.  (BB111) 

CUMBRIA.  Small  detached  bungalow  sleeps  4, 
near  Leighton  Moss  R.S.P.B.  Hawkshead  apart- 
ments s/c  in  large  mansion,  sleeps  4/7.  All  lake 
views.  Mrs  Haddow,  Broomriggs,  Hawkshead, 
Ambleside,  Cumbria  LA22  0JX.  Tel:  0966  6280. 

(BB115) 
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SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A unique  and  charming  16th  century 
freehouse  in  3 acres,  and  some  en  suite 
accommodation  available  in  modern  chalet 
block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates.  Ample  car 
parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks  or 
rest,  meals  avail.  Tel  Peasenhall  337.  (BB51) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB20) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors, Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details  or 
telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720  22327. 

(BB915) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  Flane- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  05. 
Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avocets.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  CH,  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  welcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pytte  House,  Glyst  St  George, 
Devon.  Tel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D.  Crowden, 
Kosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

NEAR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn 
Sleeps  6/7.  Fully  equipped  and  linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street.  Middleton, 
Saxmundham:  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6pm. 

(BB70I) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm 
self-catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 CH  flats  in 
16thC  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB938) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Bellord  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Faroe  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 


FLUSHING,  CORNWALL 

Delightful  harbourside  cottage.  Central  heating. 
Linen.  Every  comfort.  Well  situated  for  north  and 
south  coasts. 

Kaye,  64  Vicarage  Court,  Vicarage  Gate,  g 
London  W8.  Telephone:  01-937  4744  — 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 


Wide  range  of  birds — Seabirds.  Migrants.  Waders 
and  some  Rarities  — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest.  Arne  RSPB,  Poole  Harbour.  Brownsea 
Island,  Studland  Bav,  Studland  Nature  Reserve. 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Durlston  Country  Park  (With  or 
without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.)  Heritage 
( ioast . 

This  Hotel  — 21  rooms  ensuite,  tea  and  rotlee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m Irom  Sv.anage  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
w ith  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn.  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conferencc/function/dance 
suite. 

DURLSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH19  2AE. 

Tel:  0929  422430  424557  (BB16I) 

SELF-CATERING  COTTAGE  in  Yell,  Shet- 
land 0957  22 16.  (BB13I) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves.  Shipyard  Studio,  marsh  views, 
sleeps  5.  East  House,  W ells.  0328  710408. 

( BB 107) 

ORCHARD  HOUSE,  THORNHAM,  N.W 

Norfolk.  B&B  (opt  EM)  and  self-catering 
accommodation.  Delightfully  situated  for  all 
reserves.  Tel:  (048526)  259.  (BB954) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  fire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  + B from  £4.50,  B + B from  £6.50. 
Bird  news.  Liz  Harris.  Clev  (0263)  740243. 

(BB95) 

SALTHOUSE  — comfortable,  well  equipped 
holiday  cottage,  view  over  saltings.  10  mins 
beach,  sleeps  4.  SAE:  Ringrose,  Brookside, 
Lidgate,  Newmarket.  Tel:  0638  79385.  (BB138) 

SHROPSHIRE  — meres,  mosses  and  canal. 
Maisonette  in  lovely  country  house.  S/c  sleeps 
3-4.  SAE  for  details:  Jebb,  The  Lvth.  Ellesmere 
SY120HR.  (BB139) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  close  harbour,  c.h. 
garden,  parking,  5 plus  cot.  4 Bell's  Court.  Castle 
Street.  Cambridge  6601 4.  (BB73) 

LITTLE  WALSINGHAM,  Cottage.  5 plus  cot. 
garden,  parking,  4 Bell's  Court.  Castle  Street, 
Cambridge  66014.  (BB74) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset,  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mow  lam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305)  772268. 

(BB75) 
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EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish,  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB916) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Fleritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  Y015  1AT.  (BB1 17) 
NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 

BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 

POOLE  HARBOUR,  Arne,  Radipole.  Private 
licensed  hotel  in  own  grounds,  direct  access 
woodland,  open  fires,  central  heating,  private 
facilities.  Good  food  & warm  welcome  by  resident 
proprietors.  Golf  300  yds.  Excellent  centre  for 
country,  coast  & rivers.  Open  all  year,  children  & 
pets  welcome.  Fairlight  Hotel,  Broadstone  BH  18 
8B  E . Tel : 0202  6943 1 6.  ( B B 1 03 ) 

DUNWICH.  Holiday  cottage,  sea  ‘A  mile, 
overlooking  marshes,  sleeps  6 plus  2 children. 
Ideally  situated  for  Minsmere  and  surrounding 
countryside.  Fully  furnished  and  equipped 
personally  supervised.  £20.00  per  day.  Reduced 
rates  for  March-October.  Dogs  allowed,  car 
parking.  Details  from  R.  Green,  53  Albany  Road, 
West  Bergholt,  Colchester  G06  3LB.  Tel:  0206 
241716.  " (BB71) 

NORFOLK — windmill  and  cottages,  nr. 
Blakeney.  Sleeps  8,  6 and  4.  Tel:  01-883  8137. 

(BB145) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6, 
C.H.  well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

BLAKENEY  — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

MINSMERE  12  miles,  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Tel:  Ubbeston 
(098683)  235  for  reservations.  (BB149) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB143) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB861) 


WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&G.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  ' (BB152) 

SCOTLAND 


LIDDESDALE  HOLIDAYS 

Visit  our  dark  romantic  valley, 
deep  in  the  Scottish  Borders. 

Holiday  Weekend  Breaks. 
Deer-watching  and  fishing: 

15th- 17th  May,  1 1th- 13th  Sept. 

Nature  and  Countryside: 

26th-28th  June,  25th-27th  Sept. 

W alk  Back  Into  The  Past: 

8th- 1 0th  May,  2nd-4th  October. 

Guided  interest  weekends 
from  just  £68,  all-inclusive. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 
LIDDESDALE  HOLIDAYS,  » 

Newcastleton,  Roxburghshire  ^ 

or  ring:  Liddesdale  (054121)  349  or  229  « 


ISLE  OF  MULL,  T orosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage 
to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel : 06802  421.  ( BB  1 40) 

COTTAGE  AND  BUNGALOW  sleeping  4-6 
Warm  and  comfortable.  Also  2 ground  floor 
private  apartments  at  Inverdruie  House.  Price 
per  week  £100-£240.  Details:  Inverdruie  & 
Glasnacardoch  Properties,  Aviemore  PH22  1QR. 
Tel:  0479  810357.  (BB3) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 

Hotel,  RAG  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col. 
brochure/tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on 
selected  dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  by  Garve,  Rossshire.  Tel:  085  483  234. 

(BB60) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes,  SAE  please:  Tourist 

Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 

OUTER  HEBRIDES.  Bed,  breakfast,  evening 
meal.  Patricia  Wotherspoon,  I.asquair,  Loch- 
boisdalc,  Isle  of  South  Uist.  Pel:  087  84  497. 

(BB97) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillwalking,  fishing  and  birdwatching.  Splen- 
did views  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kyle  IV40  8PB.  Tel: 
047  862  222  or  226.  (BB92) 
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SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  nev,  management; 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  I'D  14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  v.e  offer  comfort- 
able  accommodation  and  good  home  cooking, 
lor  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB 125) 

OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GH  offers  BB:  £6.50;  DBB:  £10.75  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £18  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £12  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  write:  Locheil, 
Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983  603. 

(BB98) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  IsieofMull,ortel:  06884 264. 

(BB  19) 

ISLE  OF  COLONS  AY  HOTEL,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (private  bath)  from  £25. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  095  12  316.  (BB747) 

CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB900) 

HEBRIDEAN  COTTAGE  — Harris.  All  year. 
£40-£100.  Mrs  j.  O’Donovan,  Glenmore  Lodge. 
Aviemore,  Inverness-shire.  017  986  284. 

(BB  106) 

ISLE  OF  JURA.  These  holiday  homes  are 
situated  in  the  grounds  of  one  ofScotlands  oldest 
Distilleries.  They  are  central  to  the  island  life  in 
Craighouse,  convenient  for  hill  walking,  bird- 
watching,  photographing  the  red  deer  and  otters, 
or  just  relaxing.  Two  homes  each  sleeping  5 
people,  open  Jan-Dec  price  £90-£125  plus 
electricity.  Tel:  jura  240.  (BBI08) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats. 
Details  send  28p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB902) 

SUTHERLAND,  LOCH  FLEET.  Warm,  com- 
fortable, clean  house,  sleeps  seven.  McCall, 
Culmaily  Farm,  Golspie  KW10  6TA.  Tel:  04083 
3275.  (BB905) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Crann-Tara  Guest  House, 
i Grantown-on-Spey.  Located  in  one  of  the  finest 
birdwatching  areas  in  the  highlands.  B&B,  home 
cooked  dinner  available.  Central  heating,  drying 
room,  TV  lounge.  For  details  contact  Mr  & Mrs 
A.  Logan.  Tel:  (0479)  2197.  (BB9I7) 

ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  for  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches 
Otters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House, 
Isle  of  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  (BB66) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 warm 
comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Calgary.  Tel: 
068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB945) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Keeper’s  House  Private  Hotel, 
Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  984  621. 
Small,  secluded  country  hotel  of  charm  and 
character,  with  warm  friendly  atmosphere,  set 
in  2 acres.  Wholesome  fresh  food,  vegetarian 
dishes  available.  Unspoilt  walks,  wonderful 
birdwatching,  touring,  golf.  CH,  electric  blankets, 
H&C,  tea  making  facilities.  RAC.  Paste  of 
Scotland.  Guest  accom.  DB  & B from  £93  weeklv. 

(BB120) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Osprey’s  and 
Crested  Fits  focal.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/B. 
Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Earn  Taulbut,  The 
Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire. 
I el:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 

A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 
countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  of 
South-West  Scotland  are  within  easy  reach.  Full 
colour  brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B),  Douglas 
House,  Newton  Stewart  DG8  6DQ.  Tel:  0671 
2549.  (BB55) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries. 

6 miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Perfect 
situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming  village. 
Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at  Gruinart. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba  Holiday 
Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll. 
Tel:  049  685/208.  (BB791) 

HALES 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  064155  201. 

(BB84) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachsidc  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
'Highground'  A A RAG  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB157) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  'Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB936) 
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WEST  WALES  near  Aberaeron.  Award  winning 
farm  offers  a haven  of  peace  for  birds  and  guests 
alike.  Gourmet  food.  Licensed  Mrs  Goddard, 
Bikerehyd  Farm,  Pennant,  Llanon,  Dyfed  SY23 
5PB.  Tel:  097  46  365.  (BB142) 

USK  VALLEY  near  Abergavenny.  Two  very 
attractive  modernised  riverbank  cottages,  fully 
equipped,  lovely  countryside  near  Brecon 
Beacons,  secluded  but  easy  access.  Resident 
buzzards,  sparrowhawks,  kingfishers,  ravens, 
SAE  for  particulars:  The  Agent,  Estate  Office, 
Llanover,  Abergavenny,  Gwent.  (BB137) 

ANGLESEY.  Holy  Island.  Ideal  venue  for  Club 
or  Group  field  trip  or  holiday.  Accom  for  20  with 
all  mod  cons.  Wholesome  food  or  self-catering. 
In  AONB  300  m from  coast,  close  S.  Stack  and 
other  excellent  sites.  Ian  and  Maggie  Wright. 
Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB5) 

NEAR  ST  DAVIDS.  3 comfortable  self-catering 
cottages.  WTB  Special  Award.  Brochure:  L.  J. 
Rickards,  West  Lodge  Farm,  Butterhill,  St 
Ishmaels,  Haverfordwest.  Tel:  Dale  514.  (BB63) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.- Award-winning  cottages 
in  beautiful  rural  location.  Sleeps  2-6.  Pets 
welcome.  Brochure:  Mrs  Woodruff,  Cilrhiw, 
Narberth.  Tel:  083  483  657.  (BB16) 

OVERSEAS 

COCOA,  Florida  B&B  in  private  home.  Details 
from  Bird  P.O.  Box  1831  Cocoa,  Florida  32923 
USA.  (BB79) 

CAMARGUE.  To  let  3 bed.  det.  hse.  with  large 
gdn.  & farm  cottage  sips.  6.  P.  Rogers,  Mas 
d’Auphan,  Le  Sambue,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  010  33 
90989041.  (BB61) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips,  200  + 
local  species.  BG  total  400  +.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklists:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BG  V6R1  H2Ganada.  (BB148) 

BIRDING  IN  COSTA  RICA’S  Talamanca 
Rainforest  (300  m)  and  Cloudforest  (2500  m) 
with  all  the  comforts  of  private  homes.  Each 
location  includes  vast  stretches  of  virgin  forest. 
Weekly  rates:  $550  US  double.  Rainforest: 
Michael  Snow,  Apartado  73,  Siquirres,  Costa 
Rica;  Highlands:  Steve  Friedman,  Apartado  655, 
Cartago,  Costa  Rica.  (BB50) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB160) 


AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  lor  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding,  PO  Box  24,  Tully  Qld  4854  Australia. 

(BB939) 

BIRDWATCH,  CORNWALL.  3rd-9ih  October 
1987,  £118  inclusive.  5 days  of  field  trips, 
special  help  for  beginners.  Exciting  seabirds, 
waders,  ducks  and  birds  of  prey.  Local  RSPB 
leaders.  Two  star  hotel  with  Scandinavian 
leisure  centre.  For  brochure  and  bird  list  phone 
Malcolm  Pavilt,  0736  795294.  The  Cornwallis 
(formerly  Karenza  Hotel),  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 

(BB150) 

THE  GAMBIA 

28th  November-12th  December  1987 
Organised  and  led  by  Steve  Ganllett 
£890.  (A  maximum  of  ten  participants) 

Write  for  details  to:  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett, 

1 8 Old  Woman’s  Lane,  Cley-next-the-sea, 
Norfolk  NR25  7TY  Tel:  0263  7401 27 

( BB 163) 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to 
October.  Details  from  the  Secretary,  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Tel:  0624  75522. 

(BB100) 

UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  We  organise 
memorable  holidays  in  the  Hebrides.  Discover 
the  rich  wildlife  of  Uist  and  stay  at  Grogarry 
Lodge,  sail  to  islands  of  the  I nner  Hebrides  — or 
come  to  St  Kilda!  Uist  Wildlife  Holidays,  Old 
School,  Lochcaman,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebrides 
PA81  5PD.  Tel:  087-04  278.  (BBI02) 

EXPLORE  THE  HEBRIDES  aboard  a large 
traditional  sailing  boat.  Special  interest  cruises 
include  birdwatching,  music  and  art.  Good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Don  Hind, 
Lome  Leader,  Balvicor,  By  Oban,  Argyll.  Tel: 
08523-479.  (BB104) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpels 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  I INF.  (BB1I4) 

ISLE  OF  ARRAN,  Scotland  in  Miniature,  most 
accessible  of  the  Hebrides.  Try  a week  of  guided 
trips  among  eiders,  ptarmigan  and  eagles,  full 
board,  comfortable,  licensed,  family  hotel  on  the 
sea  front,  Brodick  Bay.  From  £139.  Tel:  Ennismor 
Hotel  0770  2265  for  brochure.  Reductions  for 
party  bookings.  (BB123) 


WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 

KENYA  Birdwatching  and  Wildlife  Safaris  1987. 
18th  September  exploring  Masai  Mara, 
Amboscli  NP  and  Lakes  Nakuru  and  Naivasha. 
2nd  October  visiting  Mount  Kenya,  Samburu, 
Mcru  NP  and  Rill  Valley  Lakes.  2-wceks,  All 
inch  £985.  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The 
Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  (0672-20569). 

(BB64) 
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LAKELAND  WILDLIFE  SAFARI,  Orni- 
thological field  guide  service  with  transport, 
choice  of  accommodation.  Wild  scenic  habitats. 

1 el:  0539  82 1 733  lor  1 987  brochure.  (BB947) 

PERSONALLY  escorted  wildlife-  tours  in  one  of 
Britain  s finest  natural  history  areas,  Angus  in 
east  Scotland.  Accommodation,  food  and  trans- 
port provided.  £150/week.  Apply  to  Linnaea 
Tours,  Heughhead  by  Arbroath,  Angust  02412 
253  for  brochure.  Niall  Benvie.  (BB70) 

BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London  j leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK  — 

Brown  ct  al:  Tracks  & Signs  of  the  Birds  of  Britain 
and  Europe.  An  Identification  Guide.  £17.95 
Vincy  & Phillipps:  Neve  Colour  Guide  to  Hong  Kong 
Birds.  £10.95 — Jensen  & Kirkeby:  The  Birds  of 
the  Gambia,  an  annotated  check-list  and  guide  to 
localities.  £12.50  — Gensbol:  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain 
and  Europe,  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East. 
£14.95. 

ICBP,  B I O,  BOU  Publications  and  a £ 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  ^ 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  ® 

2,  3,  4 Sc  5 Sackville  St,  London  W1 X 2DP. 
01-734  1 150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB725) 


EASTER  BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE— 

hints,  sites,  checklist  £2.50  inc.  p&p.  Stephanie 
Coghlan,  25  Thorpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W. 
Yorks  HD5  8TA.  (BB90I) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Run  by  birders  for  birders 
All  orders  over  £10  POST  FREE 
Free  catalogue  from 
238  Rycbank  Rd.,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M21  1I.U 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hrs)  , BB124) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  Titles — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redwing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road,  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

(BB80) 

HONG  KONG.  Annotated  checklist  of  the 
Birds  of  Hong  Kong.  (1986)  M.  L.  Chalmers.  A 
major  review  of  all  records  with  full  analysis  of 
current  status  and  distribution.  GBP5.50  or 
US$8.50  (inch  surface  post)  HKBWS.  P.O.  Box 
12460,  GPO,  Hong  Kong.  (BB141) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  I el:  0829  51804. 

( BBI53) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record 
your  observations. 

Monthly,  annual  and  life  columns 
for  762  species, 
plus  1 59  diary  pages. 

Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 
Cambridge  CB2  6SZ 

_ (BB1 54) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very'  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BB18) 

BIRD  BOOKS  1838-1985,  large  SAE  for 
catalogue.  Grack  Books,  Sawmill  Gottages, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Carnforth,  Lancs.  (BB96) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— lor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB844) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Watcringburv. 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB1 13) 

ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let's 
look  at  . . .’  series.  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Gamargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway.  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB121) 

FINE  NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS  bought 
and  sold.  R.  Norman,  Hart-on-the-Hill,  Dalton 
Piercy,  Hartlepool,  Cleveland.  Tel:  0429  73857. 

(BB9) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells, 
Norfolk.  (BB86) 


BIRD  REPORTS 

BAHRAIN  BIRD  REPORTS  1982-84  inclu- 
sive. Better  late  than  never!  Airmail  £7  cash  from 
Bahrain  Natural  History  Society,  P.O.  Box 
20336,  Manana,  Bahrain,  Arabian  Gulf.  (BB127) 

HERTS  BIRD  REPORT  1985  — £2  from 
HNHS,  6 Castle  Hill.  Berkhamsted  HP4  1HE. 

(BB130) 
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WEST  MIDLAND  BIRD  REPORTS,  1984 
and  1985  £2.80  each,  1981 , 82  and  83,  £2.30  each. 
Birds  of  the  West  Midlands,  £17,  Ruddy  Duck 
car  sticker,  50p.  All  prices  inc.  p&p  from  Mrs  D. 
Dunstan,  4 Blossomfield  Road,  Solihull  B91  1 LD. 

(BB101) 


APPOINTMENTS 


MANAGER,  THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP, 

Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club.  Enthusiastic 
person  with  an  interest  in  birds  wanted  for 
busy  and  expanding  mail-order  business. 
Details  from  John  Davies,  SOC,  21  Regent 
Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556 
6042. ( BB133) 


COURSES 


Birdwatching  Activity  Weeks  24-29  May 
1987.  31  May-6  June  1987.  Birds  of 
Speyside.  A repeat  of  prevjous  years’  suc- 
cesses with  conducted  visits  and  walks,  slide- 
talks,  film  and  dinner  on  a steam  train! 
Tutors:  RSPB  Wardens,  Roy  Dennis.  Resident 
Guide:  Michael  Phillips.  Course  Fee:  On 
application.  For  Information:  SAE  please  to: 
Secretary,  Tourist  Association,  Boat  of 
Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Also  new  for  1987. 
“Flowers  and  Wildlife  Week”  21-26  June. 

(BB67) 


FOR  SALE 


BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  vol- 
umes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB134) 

B.W.P.  VOLS  1-4  Unused  £150.  Tel:  06632-2453 
(Near  Stockport).  (BB164) 


CARANEX — the  unique  British  lent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  X 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £ 1 46-£  176  deld.  Full  details: 
Tim  Goodwin,  Caranex,  Dept  BB,  Cuan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24  hr  service).  " (BB87) 

WALKERS  OF  SCARBOROUGH  — profes- 
sional and  retail  photographers,  68-70  St  Thomas 
Street,  Scarborough.  Tel:  0723  365024.  The 
largest  photo/optical  shop  on  the  Yorkshire 
coast.  Huge  stock  of  binoculars,  telescopes, 
cameras  and  lenses.  See  display  advertisement" 
inthisissue.  (BB129) 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO;  cassette  of  songs  and 
calls  of  32  species  of  birds.  £3.25  including  UK 
postage  from  T.  C.  White,  6C  Rosebery  Ave, 
Harpenden,  Herts  AL5  2QP.  Phone  05827  2946. 

(BB78) 

SPECIALISED  BIRD  BOXES, 
PLATFORMS,  CHIMNEYS,  ETC. 

also  bird  tables  and  hides.  For  further 
information  send  SAE  to  David  Otter, 
Scotter  Lane,  Hayton,  Retford, 

Notts  DN22  9LF.  Tel:  (0777)  707693 
(BB151) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB156) 

BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Your  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beauty  of  oils. 
Animals,  portraits  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
with  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts, 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars,  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby, 
South  Humberside  DN37  9QT.  (BB69) 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A £43.70 

40  x £37.37 

TSN1 £240.35 

TSN2 £227.70 

20  x W/l £70.15 

40  x W/A £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £280.00 

30x80 £312.00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £189.00 

PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20x60 £205.00 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  • HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  x 40  BGA 

8 x 40  BGA 

....£175.00 

....£170.00 

8 x 30  BGA 

....£160.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10x40  BGA  T 

£447.00 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HRS 

£176.23 

BRESSER  G.A. 

8x32 

£184.00 

7x42 

£185.00 

10x42 

£186.00 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B 

£87.00 

8 x 40  B 

£90.99 

iOx  40 B 

£92.60 

10 x SOB 

£98.75 

(0727) 59392 

(BB159) 
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London  Camera 


Exchange 

AQQ  W 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field 
22. 5oz 


10x50BA 
10x40BGA  19oz 
8x40BGA  19oz 
8x30BGA  14oz 


Price 

309tt.  £205  (inc.  case) 

345ft.  El  85  (inc.  case) 

330ft.  £1  80  (inc.  case) 

420ft.  El  70  (inc.  case) 

OPTICRON  BINOCULARS  high  resolution 

These  new  Opticron  binoculars  are  guaranteed  to  better  or  equal  the 
performance  of  any  other  make  with  similar  specifications  advertised  in 
this  magazine,  or  obtainable  anywhere  in  the  UK,  under  £200,  excepting 
Optolyth  and  other  Opticron  products.  Lightweight  and  provide  full  field 
for  spectacle  wearers.  8 x 32  ZWCF  (1 8oz  435ft  field)  £93.00, 8 x 42  ZCF 
and  7 x 42  ZCF  (22oz  345ft  field)  £1 1 0.00,  and  the  1 0 x 42  ZWCF  (22oz 
345ft  field)  at  only  £114.00. 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest  field  at  high 


magnifications 

Weight 

Field 

Price 

30x75GA 

44oz 

120ft. 

£290  Case  £35 

22X60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£1 95  Case  £1 5 

22x70  GA  (waterproof) 

37oz 

— 

£242  (inc.  case) 

22-60x70GA  (zoom) 

47oz 

87-54ft. 

£297  Case  £35 

NE VJ  80mm,  body  only  (interchangeable  eyepieces) 
Eyepieces:  20x  £54,  30x  £56,  40x  £57,  Case  £35 

£287  (case  extra) 

OPTICRON  TELESCOPES 

HIGH  RESOLUTION 

60mm  objective  lens,  45°  angled  body  only  £1 35.00.  Straight  type,  body 
only  £11 9.00  Zoom  eyepiece,  interchangeable,  20-60x  £60.00  Fixed 
mag.  Eyepieces  1 5x,  20x,  22xWA,  25x,  40x  & 60x  are  £26.50  each. 

CLASSIC  TELESCOPES 

60mm  og.  Body  £68  Eyepieces:  18-40x  zoom  £44.00.  18x  or  25x 
£1 5.00.  75mm  og.  Body  £90.  Eyepieces:  22-47x  zoom  £44.00  22x  or 
30x  £1 5.00  Case  £1 5.  Photokit  £1 7.50. 


U » KAH 


BUSHflELL 

• v «,  O*.  ^ BAUSCH  & LOMB 


MINOLTA 


MAILORDER 

WELCOMED. 

Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

10  High  Street  15TheSquare 

Southampton,  Hants.  Winchester,  Hants. 

Tel:  (0703)221597  Tel:  (0962) 66203 
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1 3 7 Field  identification  of  West  Palearctic  wheatears 

Peter  Clement  and  Alan  Harris 

1 58  Mystery  photographs  124  Tree  Pipit  Killian  Mullamey 
1 6 1 Expeditions  and  trips  Nigel  Redman  and  David  Fisher 

Notes 

167  Behaviour  of  Arctic  and  Pomarine  Skuas  and  identification  of  immatures  D.  L.  Davenport 

168  Glaucous  Gull  hawking  snowflakes  Richard  I.  Allison 

168  Apparent  tail  length  of  Isabelline  YVheatear  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Killian  Mullamey 

169  Long-tailed  Tits  apparently  eating  lichen  John  Govett 

170  Humerals,  humeral  coverts  and  sub-scapulars  P.J.  Grant 

Letters 

1 74  English  bird  names  Jeffery  Boswali.  Michael  Gosselin:  A.  C.  B.  Henderson-. 

David  E.  Swithenbank 

Announcement 

1 76  Formation  of  West  Palearctic  List  Committee 

Request 

177  Turkish  bird  records  for  1982-86  Rod  Martins 
177  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

1 80  Monthly  marathon 

1 8 1 Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

182  Recent  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

Line-drawings:  137  Northern  YVheatear  ( Alan  Harris ):  182  Harlequin 
Duck  ( Bill  Morton) 

Front  cover:  Arctic  Skua  and  Common  Terns  at  Dungeness  (John  Hollyer ): 
the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover  design,  measuring  18.4  X 20.0 
cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  22  in  January  issue  for 
procedure) 
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records  of  rarities,  papers  and  notes  are  normally  accepted  only  on  condition  that  material  is  not  being  offered  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  any  other  journal.  Photographs  and  sketches  are  welcomed.  All  contributions  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Managing  Editor. 

Papers  should  be  typewritten  with  double  spacing,  and  wide  margins,  and  on  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  Authors 
should  carefully  consult  this  issue  for  style  of  presentation,  especially  of  references  and  tables.  English  and  scientific 
names  and  sequences  of  birds  follow  The  ‘British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  ( 1984):  names  of 
plants  follow  Dony  et  al.  (1980,  English  Names  of  Wild  Flowers);  names  of  mammals  follow  Corbet  & Southern 
(1977.  The  Handbook  of  British  Mammals)  Topographical  (plumage  and  structure)  terms  should  follow 
editorial  recommendations  {Brit.  Birds  74:  239-242).  Figures  should  be  in  Indian  ink  on  good  quality  tracing  paper, 
drawing  paper,  non-absorbent  board  or  light  blue  or  very  pale  grey  graph  paper;  lettering  should  be  inserted  lightly 
in  pencil;  captions  should  be  typed  on  a separate  sheet. 

Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or  letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  of  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more 
authors). 


Printed  in  England  bv  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd,  Kempston.  Bedford 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

MIRADOR  MERLIN 
25  x 60  SCOPE  AND  CASE 
SLIK  GAZELLE  TRIPOD 
& STRAP 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£1  29.00  INC.  P.&P. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 
15x-45x  ZOOM  AND  CASE 
SLIK  MASTER  D2  TRIPOD 
& STRAP 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£245.00  INC.  P.&P. 


ZEISS  WEST 

NIKON 

Action  8 x 35 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 

176.00 

Action  10x50 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 

19100 

8x30  ZCF 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

215.00 

10x35  ZCF 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

355.00 

Spotting  Scope 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

415.00 

Field  Scope  Ed 

Dialyt  10x40  BTCF 

Phone 

Photo  Kit 

Dialyt  10x40  BGA 

Phone 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x, 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGA 

496.00 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

15x60  PorroT 

729.00 

Filter  Ring 

Rainauard 

5.00 

Hood 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

1000 

Eve  Piece  Case 

Lanyard 

4.00 

KOWA 

LEITZ 

225  00 

TS-2  Body 
TS-1  Body 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

20  x WA  ' 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

235  00 

27  x WA 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BC 

235  00 

25  x 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BCA 

24500 

40  x 

Trinovid  8 x 40  BA 

469  00 

Case  for  TS-1  or  2 

Trinovid  1 0 x 40  B 

44900 

TSN-1 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

46900 

TSN-2 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 

469.00 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BA 

499.00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

Close  focus 

20  x WA 

Soft  case  for  Miniature 

12.50 

25  x 

Soft  case  for  10x40 

29.95 

40  x 

Hard  case  for  10x40 

36.95 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Eye  cups  (set) 

12.00 

Case  for  TSN 

Rainguards 

8.00 

Photo  Kit 

Lanyards 

7.50 

OPTICRON 

OPTOLYTH 

Elite  9 x 35 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 

170.00 

Elite  10x50 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

180.00 

HR  8 x 42 

Alpin  10x40  BGA 

185.00 

HR  10x42 

Alpin  7x42  BGA 

187.00 

HR  10x50 

Alpin  10x50  BGA 

205  00 

HR  Body 

Optolyth  22  x 60 

195.00 

HR  Body  GA 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

290  00 

HR  Body  45° 

Optolyth  30  x 80 

322.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Optolyth  TB80 
20  x Eye  Piece 

287  00 

22  x WA 

54  00 

40  x 

30  x Eye  Piece 

56  00 

Case 

40  x Eye  Piece 

57.00 

BUSHNELL 

Case  for  TB80 

35.00 

Spacemaster 

Case  for  30  x 75 

35.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Case  for  30  x 80 

35.00 

15  x -45  x Zoom 

TB80/450 

297  00 

22  x WA 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Case 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54.95 

Photo  Kit 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

79  95 

SWIFT 

Dekarem  10x50 

88  95 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

Turmon8x21 

42.95 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

SPECIAL  OFFER 

KOWA  TSN2  20x-60x 
AND  CASE,  SLIK  MASTER  D2 
TRIPOD  AND  STRAP 
(EXTRA  £10.00  FOR  TSN-1) 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£385.00  INC.  P.&P. 


135.00 

165.00 
189  00 

209.00 

269.00 
489  00 
157  00 

58.00 
1425 
10.25 

9.95 

133.00 
155  00 

41.00 

41.00 

37.00 

35.00 

17.50 

239.00 

225.00 

449.00 

439.00 
69  00 

45.00 

45.00 

99.00 

19.50 

69.00 

157.00 

255.00 

111.00 

114.00 

122.00 

119.00 

140.00 

135.00 

60.00 

26.50 

26.50 

15.00 

129.00 

60.00 

60.00 

29.00 

15.00 

22.00 

179.95 

159.95 


HARTMANN 

8 x 30  ZCF 
8 x 40  ZCF 
10x40  ZCF 


197.00 

234.00 
234  00 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  ol  equipment. 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with 
Optolyth,  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
oqr  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

FIELD  TEST 

Your  final  choice  on  Hadley  Common 
just  150  yards  from  our  shop 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2  00  to  help  cover  p &p 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque.  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance. 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available, 
turnover  is  high,  so  we  do  not  print  a 
price  list.  Phone  for  current  bargains. 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Your  old  Binoculars.  Telescopes  or 
Tripods. 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  1 0 mins,  from  M25  and  A1 M 
motorways  and  10  mins,  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Tube  Station. 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


(D178) 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


Holidays  for  the  discerning  naturalist 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  offer  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 


NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

1 6 daysj  une  & August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & 
BOSPHOROUS  MIGRATION 

18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  September  £550 


Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  tor  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D165) 


THE  BIRD 

INFORMATION  SERVICE 

★ RICHARD  MILLINGTON  ★ 

LEE  EVANS  ★ STEVE  GANTLETT 

featuring 

TWITCHING 

A new  monthly  magazine  and 

BIRD  ALERT 

The  rare  bird  information  line 

TWITCHING  The  new  monthly  magazine 
that  brings  you  all  the  latest  birding  news, 
precise  bird-finding  articles  and  notes 
(British  and  foreign),  currently  rarity  reports 
and  birders  gossip  - all  written  for  birders  by 
birders. 

BIRD  ALERT  A constantly  up-dated  multi- 
line  24  hour  answerphone  gives  directions 
to  all  the  currently  present  national  rarieties 
(and  many  semi-rarities).  Bird  Alert  is  run 
by  a team  of  top  birders  at  the  centre  of  the 
national  grapevine. 

For  the  really  up  to  date  Bird  News, 
Join  us  now! 

The  subscription  is  £1 5 per  year  for  1 2 
issues  of  TWITCHING  and  access  to 
BIRD  ALERT.  Cheques  to  ‘B.I.S.’  at:  The 
Bird  Information  Service,  Appletree 
Cottage,  Marshside,  Brancaster,  Kings 
Lynn,  Norfolk  PE31  8AD.  Telephone: 
(0485)  21 0349. 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


ADLERBLICK 

8 x 32  B 125.00 

7 x 42  B 115.00 

8 x 42  B 122.00 

1 0 x 42  B 128.00 

10x508  143.00 

Also  avail,  in  Rubber  Finish 
NEW  ADLERSCOPE  80mm 
Straight  view  or  45°  body  with 

25  x eye  piece  399.00 

15  x eye  piece  58.95 

40  x eye  piece  69.95 

20  x 60  x Zoom  86.95 

Photo  Kit  23.95 

Hood  16.95 

Case  TBA 

This  new  scope  from  Japan  offers 
extra  wide  field  of  view  and  is 
highly  recommended  for  spectacle 
wearers 

ACCESSORIES 

Car  Window  Mount  20.00 

Universal  Mount  20.00 


MIRADOR 

8 x 32  B 

93.00 

8 x 42  B 

110.00 

1 0 x 42  B 

114.00 

1 0 x 50  B 

122.00 

HABICHT 

8x30  WM 

28500 

8 x 30  WMGA 

345.00 

7x42  WM 

265  00 

7x42  WMGA 

340.00 

10x40  Diana 

299.00 

1 0 x 40  Diana  GA 

375.00 

30x  75BGAN 

389  00 

SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle 

37  95 

Slik  35  DN 

4995 

Slik  88 

5995 

Slik  Master  D2 

6995 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

69.95 

Slik  SL  67 

97  95 

Slik  Tripod  Strap 

6.95 

ACCESSORIES  cont'd 
Hide  Mount  38.00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod  38.00 

Rainguardsfrom  2.50 

BARBOUR 

The  best  British  clothing  for 
the  worst  British  weather 

DURHAM  JACKET 

34"  to  46"  49.95 

GAMEFAIR  JACKET 
32"  to  46"  66.95 

BORDER  JACKET 

32"  to  46"  77.45 

NORTHUMBRIA  JACKET 
38"  to  46"  83.45 

WARM  LININGS 

32"  to  46"  16.95 

HOODS  8.45 

TROUSERS  LINED 
S,  M,  L 35  45 

Please  state  size  with  order  Colour 
Barbour  catalogue  on  request  Post 
packing  free  on  Barbour 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


(HI  79) 


WALKERS  are  open  Sunday  from  the  end  of  May  for  the  Summer  Season. 
Have  a day  at  the  coast  and  see  our  huge  selection  of  Photo/Optical  Gear. 


BINOCULARS 

HABICHT 

ZEISS  WEST 

£ 10x40  Diana 

299 

8x20B 

179  10  x 40  S.L.  Armour 

359 

1 0 x 25  B 

195  MINOLTA 

8x30B/K  Case 

360  8 x 40  Armour 

80 

8x30B'GA/CF 

360  10x50  Armour 

85 

8 x 56  K Case 

489  SWIFT 

10x40  B'KCase 

429  Technar8x40 

47 

lOx  40  B/GA/CF 

429  Technar  10x50 

48 

Technar  12x50 

49 

ZEISS  EAST 

Belmont  8x40 

56 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

Belmont  10x50 

59 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 

Belmont  12x50 

62 

Jenoptem  10x50 

Red  Spot  8 x 32 

84 

Dekarem  1 0 x 50 

” Red  Spot  8x40 

97 

Nobilem  8 x 50 

} Red  Spot  10x50 

99 

Nobilem  12x50 

gg  Bluespot  8 x 36 

116 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

°b  Blue  Spot  9x42 

122 

NOTRAM 

Blue  Spot  10x42 

125 

8x32 

119  Trilyte  10x40 

124 

10x40 

179  Trilyte  10  x40A 

129 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

139  TELESCOPES 

Derby  7.5  x 42 

119  KowaTSN  1 

232 

Sea  Hawk  7 x 50 

159  KowaTSN 2 

222 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

169  20 x 

66 

ADLERBLICK 

25  x 

43 

8x42 

118  40 x 

43 

10x42 

124  20x-60x 

99 

10x50 

138  Photo  attachment 

66 

PENTAX 

Swift  20  x 60 

115 

8 x 30  ZCF 

74  Swift  22x60 

159 

10x50  ZCF 

84  Mirador  20x50 

134 

12x50  ZCF 

89  Spacemaster15x-45x 

175 

16x50  ZCF 

94  Optolyth  T80  body 

287 

7x20  DCF 

84  Optolyth  20  x eyepiece 

54 

7x20  Armour 

89  Optolyth  30  x eyepiece 

56 

9x20  DCF 

89  Optolyth  40  x eyepiece 

57 

9 x 20  Armour 

94  Optolyth  30  x 70 

290 

SIRIUS  MINI  BINOCULAR  Optolyth  22  x -60  x X70 

297 

8x21 

39  TRIPODS 

8x21  Armour 

42  Slik  1000G 

29 

10x25 

46  Slik  Black  Diamond 

67 

10x26  Armour 

49  Slik  D2 

68 

MAIL  ORDER  PLEASE  ADD  £2.50  p&p  and  ins. 

ACCESS  — VISA  — CREDIT  CHARGE  — SAME  DAY  DESPATCH 
OPEN  6 DAYS  9 am-5.30  pm  (PRICES  CORRECT  1 .4.87) 


Professional  & Retail  Photographers 
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68  70  St.  Thomas  Street  ■ SCARBOROUGH  ron  idu  • Tel.  (0723)  3b5024 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 
ETHIOPIA  Nov  13-29  £1190 

Leader:  Tony  Smith 


We  invite  you  to  join  us  on  our  second  1 987  departure  to  one  of  the  greatest 
birdwatching  destinations  in  Africa.  You  can  be  sure  of  a warm  welcome  from  the 
friendly  Ethiopian  people  and  the  birding  is  first  class  with  over  350  species  likely 
to  be  seen  during  an  itinerary  that  ranges  from  the  spectacular  Bale  mountains 
and  bird  filled  lakes  of  the  Rift  Valley  to  the  Awash  National  Park  where  larger 
mammals  may  be  found.  Our  group  in  January  this  year  saw  % of  the  24  bird 
species  endemic  to  Ethiopia  including  such  highlights  as  Spot-breasted  Plover, 
Golden-backed  Woodpecker,  White-winged  Chiffchat  and  White-backed  Black 
Tit,  whilst  the  handsome  Simien  Fox  and  Mountain  Nyala  were  amongst  the 
rarer  mammals  encountered. 

Ethiopia  is  a country  full  of  exciting  birdlife  which  guarantees  a memorable 
holiday  for  anyone  with  an  interest  in  African  ornithology. 

Travel  to  Ethiopia  will  be  by  the  very  latest  Boeing  767  Aircraft  of  ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES,  The  African  Airline  with  40  years  operating  experience. 


For  further  details  contact: 

Paul  Dukes,  Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays, 

96  Fore  Street,  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon  TQ7  1 PY. 
Tel:  (0548)  61  78 


CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIR  ADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 
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Of  BIRMINGHAM 

Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME— VISA— NOW  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 
HARTMAN  WEZLAR  QUALITY  BINOCULARS 


Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 


11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 
Tel:  021-236  7211. 


IV 


THE  BINOCULAR  PURCHASE  OF  A LIFETIME 
- FOR  A LIFETIME 

Finest  quality  optics,  lightweight,  compact  design 
Fully  tested  and  inspected 

SIX  MODELS:  8X32,  7X42,  8X42,  10x42, 

10X50  AND  7X50 


“Arguably,  the  finest  binoculars 
to  come  out  of  Japan". 


FINEST  QUALITY  OPTICS 
FEATURING: 

■Maximum  brightness  with  Bak 
4 prisms 

■Special  glass  materials*  UV 
coatings. 

■Pin-sharp  image  over  whole 
field  of  view  even  at  the  edges 
■Extra-high  eye  point  — a 
'MUST'  for  spectacle  wearers 
LIGHTWEIGHT  COMPACT 
DESIGN 

■All-metal  construction 
■Lightweight 


10x50  ZCF 
shown  here 
in  traditional 
fine  leatherette 
finish 


FULLYTESTED  AND  INSPECTED 
"ADLERBLICK"  binoculars  are 
■Quality  finish.  the  first  ones  that  have  passed 

the  exceptional  inspection 
standard  of  the  Japan  Telescope 
Inspection  Institute.  The  E.I.S.  is 
a more  severe  test  of  quality  on 
every  point,  than  the  standard 
inspection.  The  higher  quality  is 
certified  by  affixing  a gold  label 
"INSPECTED"  instead  of  the 
normal  "PASSED"  label 


For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist  please  contact  the  manufacturer's 
U.K.  distributing  agent: 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD 


A pair  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  is  an  instrument 
made  for  full  use  and  an  active  life  used  with 
consideration  and  awareness  they  will  give  you 
a lifetime  of  enjoyment.  With  the  purchase  of 
Adlerblick  binoculars  JJ  Vickers  offer  you  a 
LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  applicable  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  does  not  affect  your 
statutory  rights. 


10x42  ZWCF  shown 
here  in  the  new 
soft  touch 
rubber 
armoured 
finish 


UNIT  1.  RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


ADLERBLICK 


(D148) 


ICELAND 

Nature’s  Summer  Spectacular 

Birdwatchers’  Paradise.  Escort  Arni  VVagg,  Ornithologist.  A 
13-day  itinerary  with  leisurely  birdwatching  plus  the  chance  to  see 
Iceland’s  natural  wonders.  31  May  £979. 

Birdwatching  with  James  Hancock.  President  of  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology.  Eleven  days  with  particular  emphasis  on 
water  birds  plus  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  Icelandic  coastline 
and  countryside.  4,  1 1 & lBJune £1,218. 


Twickers World  / 


22 CHURCH  STREET, TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60  Zoom)  £189.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £283.20 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x40BGA)  £ 185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT  (Rubber  Armoured/Close 
Focus)  Phone! 


Barbour  4 
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The  best  British  clothing  for  the  worst  British  weather 


Border  Jkt.  (Lined)  34"-48" 
Beaufort  Jkt.  (Lined)  34"  -48" 
Durham  Jkt.  (Unlined)  34" -48" 
Trousers  (Un lined)  XS-L 
Arnton  Bag 

Plus  hats,  hoods,  wax  etc. 


£77.45 

£71.45 

£49.95 

£26.95 

£28.45 


23/25  Kings  Road, 
Brentwood,  Essex. 
(0277)  222230 


3 Palace  Street, 
Canterbury,  Kent. 
(0227) 470023 


Mail  Order: 

3 Wates  Way, 

Brentwood,  Essex. 

CM15  9TB 

(0277)  221259,  233122 
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Kay  Optical 


have  been  serving  the  Naturalist  and  other  users  of 
diverse  optical  equipment  for  a quarter  of  a century.  A 
wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether 
you  wish  to  purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present 
equipment  serviced  in  our  workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example: 


BINOCULARS  £ 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  B Dialyt  196 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt  362 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901)  419 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt  (close  focus)410 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt  425 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt  519 

LEITZ* 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid  225 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid  249 

10x25  BC  Trinovid  249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid  257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid  424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid  469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  15 

BA  soft  case  36 

'Price  increase  soon 

SWAROVSKI 

0 x 40  WM  Diana'  289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism  351 


OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin 
8x40  Alpin 
10x40  Alpin 
10x50  Alpin 
12x50  Alpin 


170 

180 

185 

205 

210 


OPTICRON  £ 

9x35  Elite  157 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10  x 42  hfigh  Resolution  114 

10  x 50  High  Resolution  122 

10x42  Classic  119 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

10x25  Compact  135 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  rubber-covered- 
10x40  or  8x40  111 

BUDGET  BINOS 
10x50  35 

8 x 40  34 

8x30  31 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  88  tripod  60 

Slik  SL  6 f tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  35 

Window  mount  24 

CLOTHING  (waxed  cotton) 
Barbour  'Border  jacket  77 

Stud-in  pile  lining  17 


Barbour  'Durham'  jacket 
Beaver  'Fieldsman  jacket 

TELESCOPES 

Optolyth  30  x 75 
Optolyth  80  x 80 
Optolyth  TB  80  body 
Optolyth  TB80/450  body 
TB  80  eyepieces 
Optolyth  22-60  x 70 
Kowa  TSN-1  body 
Kowa  TSN-2  body 
TSN-3  body 
TSN-4  body 
TSN  zoom  eyepiece 
TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece 
Kowa  TS- 1 body 
Kowa  TS-2  body 
Kowa  eyepieces 
Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50 
Opticron  HR  zoom 
Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°) 
Opticron  HR  zoom  GA 
Opticron  30  x 75  Classic 
Piccolo  (e  g.  40  x 60) 
Piccolo  20-60  x 60 
Spacemaster  15-45  x 60 
Spacemaster  22  x WA 
B&L  Criterion 
40  x 100  Mirror  Scope 
Nikon  20  x 60  ED 


£ 

49 

50 

290 
322 
287 
297 
56 
297 
240 
225 
449 
439 
100 
70 
150 
130 
from  30 
75 
179 
195 
210 
115 
118 
145 
189 
159 

399 

489 


SOME  SPECIAL  BARGAIN  EXAMPLES: 

TELESCOPE,  TRIPOD  and  strap  (bought  at  same  time)  SAVE  £1  5 

SWIFT  20  x 80  BCF  observation  binoculars  (with  tripod  fitting)  £365  SAVE  £70 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


Mon  to  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

'The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D171) 
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TRYSIDE  VIEWING* 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Wide  range- 
Top  quality-  | 
Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2'A  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mPaIV^o°rder  free  e&oe  3 EZ 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA I 0676*40501 


CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
Short  Breaks  and  More! 

SPRING  1 987  - May:  Argonne  to 
Flevoland  • Brenne  and  Vendee 
Corsica  Special 

AUTUMN  1 987  - Sept:  Heligoland 
Cape  May  and  Hawk  Mt,  USA 
Oct:  Cap  Gris-Nez 
Nov:  Flevoland  and  NC  France 

Small  groups,  maximum  8,  with 
professional  guide. 

Tours  also  cover  other  branches  of 
natural  history  and  history,  appealing 
to  all  those  with  discerning  interests. 

In  addition,  for  larger  groups,  e.g. 
RSPB,  natural  history  and  overseas 
societies,  we  offer  a full  service,  from 
planning  to  leading,  whether  for  one 
day  or  more. 

For  brochure:  CLIFFTOP  TOURS 
c/o  Uplands,  The  Avenue,  Kingsdown, 
Deal,  Kent  CT14  8DU. 

Telephone:  0304  360194  or, 

France  (33)  21  -32-93-64  (D1  30) 


BIRDWATCHING  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY 
TOURS 

MAJORCA  May 

SPAIN  May, 

(Pyrenees)  June,  July 

SPAIN  (Jaen)  September 

Excellent  birdwatching,  a wealth  of 
flowers  and  butterflies;  also  insects, 
reptiles  and  mammals.  Good  weather, 
good  food,  attractive  surroundings, 
relaxed  and  friendly  atmosphere. 

We  have  small  parties  (8-1 5 people) 
and  our  expert  tour  leaders  have 
taken  tours  to  these  places  several 
times.  Do  join  us. 

For  details  of  these  and  our  botanical 
and  painting  programmes,  please 
contact  us  at  21  Dorset  Square, 
London  NW1  6QG.  Tel:  01  -724  6624. 

(D169) 

COX  Sl  kings  hhh 
SPECIAL  INTEREST  HOLIDAYS 
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KOWA  FOCALPOINT 


NEW  KOWA  FLUORITE  PROMINAR  TSN-3  & TSN-4 


YES  KOWA  HAVE  DONE  IT 
AGAIN,  THEIR  NEW  TSN-3  & 
TSN-4  WITH  THE  FLUORITE 
SYSTEM  OF  LENS  ELEMENTS 
USED  IN  THESE  TELESCOPES. 
DELIVER  A CLARITY,  BRIGHTNESS 
AND  SHARPNESS  OF  IMAGE 
UNPARALLELED  IN  PRECISION 
OBSERVATION  INSTRUMENTS 


\ 


TSN  BODIES 

TSN-1 

TSN-2 

TSN-3 

TSN-4 


TEN  REASONS  WHY  DISCRIMINATING 
ORNITHOLOGISTS  CHOOSE  KOWA 

1 . The  large  77mm  objective  provides  a 60%  increase  in  image  brightness  compared  lo 
equivalent  60mm  models. 

2.  Superior  quality  ol  construction  utilising  modem  lightweight  alloys 

3.  Water  and  dusl  resistant  modular  design  ("0"-rmg  system), 

4.  Choice  ol  45°  angled  TSN-U3  or  straight  TSN-2/4  bodies. 

5.  Advanced  "HIGH  RESOLUTION"  eyepieces  teaturing  a unique  one-touch  bayonet  lil 
design.  Ideal  lor  the  spectacle  wearer 

6.  Minimum  focusing  distance  is  an  excellent  22  leet 

7.  Sliding  lens-hood  built  in. 

8.  A high  quality  "Optical"  PHOTO-ATTACHMENT  is  available. 

9.  Compact  in  size  (16  in  LONG)  and  light  in  weight  (48  ozs) 

1 0.  Produced  by  the  WORLD'S  leading  manulacturers  ol  precision  telescopes 


KOWA  are  to  be  congratulated  on  keeping  laith  with  purchasers  ol  the  existing  TSN  system  ALL 
eyepieces,  PHOTO-ATTACHMENTS  AND  CASES  are  totally  INTERCHANGEABLE 


TSN  EYEPIECES 

20xW/A 
25  x 
40  x 
20-60 x 
PHOTO 
CASES 


FOCALPOINT 

CAN  SUPPLY  ALL 
KOWA  FROM  STOCK 
AND  OFFER  GENEROUS 
PART  EXCHANGE  TO  ALL 
BIRDERS  WISHING  TO 
UPGRADE  HIS  TSN-1 
OR  TSN-2  FOR  THE  NEW 
"PROMINAR” 


FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891 098 


IMPORTERS  and  APPOINTED  DISTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  UK 

ARTHUR  E.  S.  MATTHEWS  LTD 

Epworth  House,  25-35  City  Road,  London  EC1 Y 1 AR 
Telephone:  07373-50670  for  trade  details 

(D156) 
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Zeiss  10x40B/GAT* 

The  closer  focusing  Dialyt 

A truly  short-focusing 
binocular,  with  a minimum 
focusing  distance  of  only  5 metres  and 
special  'B'  eye-pieces  permitting 
unrestricted  viewing  with  or  without  spectacles. 
The  multi-layer  anti-reflection  T*  coating  gives 
excellent  image  contrast  and  superior  light 
transmission  at  dawn  and  dusk.  Add  to  these 
features  the  easy-grip  aibber  armour  (complete 
with  rainguard),  light-weight,  sturdiness  and 
dependability,  and  you  have  a binocular 
unsurpassed  in  quality  and  performance. 


(Now  also  available  without  rubber  armour  if  preferred.) 


Ask  for  the 
birdwatcher's 
popular  choice 
. . 9901 


For  further  information  please  contact: 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfleld  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts.  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


British  Birds 

VOLUME  80  NUMBER  5 MAY  1987 


Field  identification  of 
West  Palearctic  wheatears 


Peter  Clement 
Illustrated  by  Alan  Harris 


Part  2 

Plumage  descriptions 
Northern  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanlhe 
Adult  summer  and  first-summer  male 

Forehead  and  supercilium  white.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  black.  Crown, 
nape,  mantle,  back  and  scapulars  blue-grey  or  very  pale  grey.  Wings  black. 
Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  I ail  white  with  black  central  leathers 
and  broad,  black  terminal  band  across  distal  third  of  all  outer  feathers. 
Chin  and  throat  off-white  to  pale  buff,  usually  quite  heavily  tinged  sandy  or 
pinkish  (this  colour  extending  on  some  onto  breast,  on  others  fading  to  the 
crearm  or  white  of  bellv).  L nderwing-coverts  and  axillaries  black  or  very 
dark  grew  broadly  edged  and  tipped  white.  Undertail-coverts  white.  First- 
summer  males  can  be  told  from  adults  by  their  browner,  less  pure  grey 
upperparts;  brown-speckled  ear-coverts:  less  extensively  white  forehead; 
less  sandv  or  pink  breast;  and  brow  ner  tail  and  wings. 


\Rnt.  Birds 80:  I :>7-l ‘>7.  >H.  April  & Mas  l'»K7| 
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North  African  race  seebohmi).  Nominate  race  also  breeds  Jan  Mayen,  Faroes,  Balearic's, 
Corsica,  Sicily,  Crete,  and  Aegean  islands  (but  not  Cyprus).  Virtually  entire  breeding 
population  winters  in  Africa  south  of  Sahara;  rare/irregular  in  winter  in  Egypt  (Sinai  and 
Upper  Nile  valley)  and  southern  Tunisia;  recently  found  wintering  in  southwest  Mauretania. 
extralimital:  USA  (California,  Colorado.  Oregon),  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Barbados,  eastern 
China  (mouth  of  Yangtze),  Japan  (3),  Borneo  (3),  India  (Madhya  Pradesh),  Nepal  and 

Philippines 


78.  Adult  male  Northern  \\  heatear  Oenanthe  oenanlhe,  Dorset,  May  1 983'  ( Gary  Palmer) 


[The  printing  of  the  colour  plates  in  this  paper  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZEISS 
West  Germany] 
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79.  Adult  male  Northern  Wheatcar  Oenanthe  oenanlhe,  Kent.  August  1982  (R  J.  Chandler ) 


Adult  winter  nude 

Upperparts  bufly-brown,  with  the  forehead  and  occasionally  the  crown 
showing  the  white  and  grey  of  summer  plumage.  Supercilium  whitish. 
Ear-coverts  dark  brown  to  sandy-brown,  usually  darkest  along  upper  edge 
and  on  lores.  Wing  leathers  black,  this  colour  largely  obscured  by  broad 
bull  or  sandv-brown  feather  fringes  and  tips,  although  the  lesser  and 
median  coverts  have  broad  white  tips.  Chin,  throat  and  breast  sandy- 
brown,  becoming  sandv-buff  on  bellv.  Undertail-coverts  white  or  buff- 
washed.  In  autumn,  adult  winter  males  can  usually  be  told  from  females 
and  first-winter  males  especially  by  their  blacker  lores  and  ear-cpverts  and 
blacker  base  colour  of  secondaries  and  primaries.  As  winter  progresses,  the 
pale  feather  fringes  are  gradually  lost,  revealing  a more  summer-like 
appearance. 

Adult  summer  female 

Buff-brown  above,  lacking  male's  black  ear-coverts  and  flight  feathers 
which  are  instead  dark  brown.  Forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle,  back  and 
scapulars  vary  from  grey-brown  to  pale  brown.  Head  not  so  strongly 
marked  as  male’s:  lores  vary  from  brown  to  black,  colour  sometimes 
extending  thinly  back  along  top  of  ear-coverts;  remainder  of  ear-coverts 
warm  sandy  to  plain  brown;  ill-defined,  creamy  supercilia  occasionally 
meet  thinly  across  base  of  bill,  extend  back  to  rear  of  ear-coverts  and  end 
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fairly  abruptly.  Rump-and-tail  pattern  as  on  male,  but  black  on  tail  usually 
brown-tinged.  Chin,  throat  and  belly  off-white  or  washed  buff.  Breast 
sandy-yellow  to  buff-brown.  Undertail-coverts  white. 


Adult  winter female 

Resembles  adult  winter  male,  which  see  for  differences;  indistinguishable  in 
field  from  first-winter  males  and  females.  In  autumn,  many  female-type 
individuals  are  encountered  which  can  be  neither  aged  nor  sexed  safely. 
General  appearance  like  that  of  adult  summer  female,  except  upperparts 
80.  Firs  t-winter  Northern  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe,  Co.  Cork,  September  1978  ( Richard  T. 
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81.  Adult  female  Northern  \\  heatear  Oenanlhe  oenanthe,  Seilly.  October  1 1 )82  ( I.  E.  Bond) 


plain  sandy-brown;  wine;  feathers  broadly  fringed  with  sandy-brown 
almost  obscuring  the  dark  brown  remainder;  secondaries  and  tertials  often 
broadly  fringed  rich  brown  or  almost  chestnut,  forming  panel  on  closed 
wing. 


82.  Female  Northern  \\  heatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  show  ing  uncharacteristic  long-legged 
posture  comparable  to  that  of  Isabelline  \\  heatear  0.  isabellina,  which  always  shows  a 
long-legged — but  more  upright — stance.  F.stonian  SSR.  June  1970  (Fred  Jussi) 


1 92  Identification  of  wheatears 

First-winter  male  and female 

Indistinguishable  in  field  from  adult  winter  female.  Greater  coverts  fringed 
and  tipped  sandy-orange,  usually  forming  a complete  panel  across  the 
closed  wing  and  the  brightest  area  on  the  upperparts,  much  brighter  than 
on  adult.  Secondaries  similar,  but  often  not  so  bright  in  tone.  Extent  of 
black  on  outer  tail  feathers  of  first-years  greater  than  on  adults. 

Northern  Wheatear  race  leucorrhoa 

Resembles  nominate  oenanthe  and  not  always  identifiable  with  certainty 
outside  Greenland.  Classic  males  are  larger  and  longer-winged  (wing 
length  99-1  10  mm;  oenanthe  94-100  mm),  with  more  upright  stance,  pre- 
ference for  perching  on  bushes,  trees  or  buildings,  much  greyer-brown 
upperparts  and  brighter  sandy  or  pinky-orange  underparts.  Separation 
complicated  by  intermediate  ‘ schit/tleri ’ from  Jan  Mayen,  Iceland  and  the 
Faroes. 

Northern  W heatear  race  seebohmi 

Breeds  in  Morocco  and  Algeria;  wanders  south  in  winter  to  Mauretania. 
Summer  males  resemble  nominate  oenanthe  except:  extensive  white  on 
forehead  merges  into  pale  pearl  or  blue-grey  of  crown  to  scapulars;  chin, 
throat,  lores  and  ear-coverts  jet-black;  lower  back/upper  rump  usually 
shows  thin  warm  brownish  band;  and  underparts  generally  paler,  white  or 
creamy-white  sometimes  with  stronger  yellowish-buff  wash  on  breast. 
Black  of  wings  on  rare  occasions  meets  black  on  throat,  but  hunched 
individuals  can  frequently  give  that  impression  (see  also  note  on  page  154). 
In  winter,  black  chin  and  throat  partly  or  wholly  obscured  by  pale  grey 

83.  Adult  male  Northern  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  of  race  seebohmi , Morocco,  summer  1982 

( Udo  Pjriem) 
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feather  fringes,  and  upperparts  dull  huffish-brown.  Summer  males  are 
separable  from  other  black-throated  wheatears  by  their  blue-grey  upper- 
parts.  In  brown-backed  winter  plumage,  told  from  Black-eared  at  least  bv 
latter’s  black  scapulars  and  from  Desert  at  least  by  tail  pattern.  Adult 
female  seebohmi  is  paler  and  sandier  above  than  female  of  nominate  oenanthe , 
and  is  confusable  with  Isabelline  (but  see  earlier  comparison  with  female 
Northern,  pages  143- 145).  Some  females  have  some  dusky  grey,  sometimes 
black,  on  chin  and  throat.  Underparts  generally  paler  than  on  nominate 
female,  off-white  with  huffish  wash  on  breast. 


Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina 


Fig.  9.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Isabelline  W heatear  Oenanthe  isabellina.  Breeding 
and  wintering  ranges  overlap  in  southern  Iraq,  southern  Iran.  Baluchistan  to  south 
Afghanistan  and  northwest  Punjab,  extralimital:  Japan.  Finland  (2).  Norway,  Sweden. 

Britain  & Ireland  (4),  France  and  Romania 

At  all  times,  general  appearance  sandy-brown,  lacking  obvious  contrasts 
when  perched;  bill  quite  stout  and  noticeably  longer  than  Northern's,  w ith 
deeper  and  broader  base;  legs  long,  often  producing  upright  stance. 

Adult  summer  and  first-summer  male  and  female 

Lower  forehead  creamy  (on  some,  sandy-brown).  Upper  forehead,  crown, 
nape,  mantle,  back  and  scapulars  plain  sandy-brown.  Supercilium  pale 
creamy  to  white,  usually  quite  broad  especially  above  lores,  fading  above 
ear-coverts.  Lores  black  or  dark  brown,  often  quite  broadly  so.  Ear-coverts 
normally  pale  sandy-buff,  somewhat  warmer  or  brighter  than  rest  of  upper- 
parts.  W ings  dull  brown:  primaries  usually  narrowly  fringed  pale  or  sandy, 
secondaries  and  tertials  broadly  fringed  and  tipped  sandy;  coverts  light  buff' 
with  pale  fringes  and  tips,  forming  thin  wingbar  on  greater  coverts; 


84.  First-winter  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina.  Israel,  November  1985  (Per  Alstrom) 
(Note  black  alula  feather  prominently  displayed  is  the  darkest  feather  in  the  wing) 


85.  Adult  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina,  Kenya,  November  1982  (Don  Roberson) 
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86.  First-winter  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  isabellina.  Israel.  November  1983  (Per  Alstrom) 


prominent  alula  dark  brown  (see  fig.  1).  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white. 
Tail  white  with  black  central  leathers  and  broad  black  terminal  band  across 
almost  half  of  distal  part  of  all  feathers  (see  fig.  4).  I'nderparts  with 
sandy  wash,  frequently  extending  well  onto  sides  of  throat  and  neck,  paler 
or  huffy  on  chin  and  throat;  breast  and  belly  sometimes  quite  strongly 
sandy,  often  with  pink  tinge,  but  can  be  paler  creamy-white.  Underwing 
predominantly  creamy  or  very  pale  buff.  Undertail-coverts  and  vent  white, 
on  some  washed  pale  buff.  Adult  summer  females  can  be  told  by  their 
slightly  smaller  size;  narrower  and  less  intense  black  on  lores;  paler  or 

87.  Adult  female  Northern  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  oenanlhe  (left)  and  adult  Isabelline  W heatear  0. 
isabellina  (right),  Israel.  November  1985  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 
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whiter  breast  and  belly;  dull  creamy  colour  of  supercilium;  and  brown 
fringes  and  tips  to  some  tail  feathers. 

Adult  winter  male  and female 

Very  similar  to  adult  summer  except:  entire  wing  paler  because  of  broader 
pale  fringes  and  with  more  extensive  sandy  area  on  greater  coverts; 
primaries  and  tail  feathers  narrowly  tipped  pale  buff  (never  as  broadly  as 
on  winter  Northern);  chin  and  throat  often  whitish. 

First-winter  male  and female 

In  fresh  plumage  in  autumn,  almost  identical  to  adult  winter,  but  with 
broader  pale  buff  (not  white)  tips  to  primaries  and  tail  feathers;  upperparts 
distinctly  buffy;  lores  brown  or  brownish  with  narrow  white  feather  tips; 
supercilium  poorly  defined.  On  some  individuals,  breast  feathers  (retained 
from  juvenile  plumage)  fringed  greyish  or  dusky. 


Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe pleschanka 


Fig.  10.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Pied  W heatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  (includes 
Cyprus  race  cypriaca).  Breeding  range  in  Caucasus  poorly  defined;  has  bred  eastern  Turkey, 
and  may  do  so  more  frequently  than  recorded.  Limits  of  wintering  range  inadequately  known. 
Race  cypriaca  winters  Sudan  and  Ethiopia,  extralimital:  Malta  (3),  Hungary,  Britain  & 

Ireland  (12),  Finland  (3)  and  Japan  (5) 


Adult  summer  and first-summer  male 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  white,  this  colour  extending  slightly  but 
noticeably  onto  mantle.  Lores,  area  over  eye,  ear-coverts,  sides  of  neck,  rest 
of  mantle,  back,  scapulars  and  wings  jet-black.  Lower  back,  rump  and 
uppertail-coverts  white,  sometimes  with  bully-grey  tinge  on  upper  edge  of 
lower  back.  Tail  white  with  black  central  feathers  and  broad  black  terminal 


88.  Adult  male  Pied  \\  heatcar  Oenanthe  pleschanka  of  white-throated  phase  ‘ villala  ’.  USSR. 


May  1984  (Peter  Clement) 

band  across  all  outer  feathers;  extent  of  black  increases  towards  outermost 
pair,  which  can  have  up  to  halfof  outer  web  black.  Chin  and  throat  (and  on 
some  upper  breast)  jet-black.  Rest  of  underparts  white  or  off-white,  on 
some  with  peach-buff  wash  on  breast  and  upper  belly,  but  undertail-coverts 
pure  white.  Underwing  black.  First-summer  males  can  be  told  by  their  grey 
or  brown  feather  tips  to  crown,  and  browner  mantle,  scapulars  and  wings. 

On  rare  white-throated  form  ivittata\  chin  and  throat  pure  white  and 
lores,  ear-coverts  and  sides  of  neck  black,  meeting  black  of  wings,  though, 
on  some,  only  lores  and  ear-coverts  are  black,  sides  of  neck  creamy  or  white, 
thus  closely  resembling  white-throated  form  of  Black-eared  Wheatear 
(Haffer  1977).  Rest  of  plumage  as  that  of  nominate  pleschanka. 

Adult  winter  male 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  a pale  brown  or  grey-brown  (lower  forehead 
sometimes  narrowly  white  or  creamy)  with  varying  amounts  ofbuff  flecking 
(or  darker  spotting)  to  tips  of  crown  feathers  and  with  white  bases  ofnape 
feathers  showing  through;  this  colour  extends  slightly  onto  mantle. 
Supercilium  white  or  creamy,  narrow,  often  extending  to  rear  of  ear- 
coverts.  Lores,  ear-coverts  and  sides  of  neck  black,  this  colour  often  heavily 
obscured  by  buff  or  sandy  feather  tips  especially  on  throat,  upper  foreneck 
and  ear-coverts.  Wings  generally  black  (lesser  and  median  coverts  darker 
than  mantle  and  back),  feathers  narrowly  fringed  buffy  or  whitish-buff, 
paler  on  greater  coverts  and  secondaries;  greater  coverts  and  secondaries 
also  have  prominent  pale  tips,  and  primaries  and  primary  coverts  have 
narrow  pale  or  buffy  tips.  Mantle,  scapulars  and  upper  back  blackish  or 
black,  feathers  broadly  tipped  buff-brown  forming  a scalloped  or  waved 
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effect.  Tail  as  summer.  Lower  back,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts  creamy- 
tinged  white.  Chin  and  throat  black,  this  colour,  as  on  ear-coverts,  often 
heavily  obscured  by  buff  or  sandy  feather  tips  (at  distance,  appears  as  pale 
centre  to  chin  and  throat,  becoming  blacker  on  sides  of  throat  and  onto 
breast).  Rest  of  underparts  creamy-buff,  often  with  sandy  tinge  to  centre  of 
breast,  buffish  wash  of  belly  continuing  to  undertail-coverts.  Underwing- 
coverts  and  axillaries  black. 

Adult  summer Jemale 

Plumage  assumed  during  the  spring  through  some  feather  replacement  and 
abrasion  of  winter  plumage. 

Upperparts:  forehead,  crown,  nape  to  mantle  dull  brown,  tinged  deep 
grey,  general  effect  being  French  mustard  colour,  very  cold  in  tone  and 
never  with  any  warmth.  Mantle  to  scapulars  with  slightly  darker  centres  to 
feathers,  arranged  in  rows,  giving,  at  close  range,  rather  broadly  streaked  or 
patterned  effect;  some,  however,  so  dark  on  mantle  and  scapulars  that  no 
contrast  discernible.  Back  same  colour  as  mantle,  but  uniform.  Wings, 
lesser  and  median  coverts  dark  or  slaty  brown,  with  paler  brown  edges  and 
tips,  quite  broadly  edged  on  some  median  coverts.  Greater  coverts, 
secondaries  and  tertials  dark  brown,  some  tertials  faintly  and  thinly  edged 
buff,  secondaries  usually  tipped  buff,  and  some  edges  also  thinly  buffish, 
but  individuals  vary  according  to  amount  of  abrasion  of  winter  plumage. 
Primaries  same  colour,  but  with  buffish  tips.  Underwing-coverts  and 
axillaries  dark  brown,  edged  and  tipped  whitish.  Rump,  uppertail-coverts 
and  tail  white  as  on  male,  but  black  of  central  feathers  and  tips  to  outer 
feathers  a browner  black. 

Sides  of  head:  thin  pale  or  buffsupercilium  from  base  of  bill  across  lores 
and  fading  over  ear-coverts,  usually  indistinct,  and  noticeable  only  at  close 
range.  Lores  dark  brown,  becoming  paler  with  buff  tips  on  cheeks  and  sides 
of  neck,  also  to  ear-coverts,  but  some  have  ear-coverts  tinged  warm  or 
gingery  brown. 

Underparts:  chin  and  throat  greyish,  with  buffish  tips  becoming  browner 
on  lower  throat  or  upper  breast;  some  individuals  have  dark,  almost 
blackish  throat/upper  breast,  but  never  so  clearly  defined  nor  so  solidly 
black  as  on  male,  due  to  pale  tips  to  feathers  being  present  throughout 
summer.  Breast:  some  have  thin  band  of  orange-buff  or  pale  buff-brown 
just  below  dark  of  throat  which  may  indicate  first-summer  plumage  as  this 
probably  vestigial  remnant  of  first-winter  plumage  and  certainly  not 
present  on  all  spring  females,  which  have  pale  buff  to  white  breast.  Belly 
and  vent  off-white  or  washed  buffish,  flanks  buffish-brown,  quite  warm  in 
tone,  undertail-coverts  same,  or  pure  white. 

Adult  winter  Jemale 

As  on  male,  winter  plumage  acquired  in  complete  moult  from  late  June  to 
end  of  August.  In  general,  very  similar  to,  but  duller  in  tone  than,  summer 
in  basic  plumage,  but  with  fine  pale  or  buffish  tips  on  head,  mantle  and 
scapulars  and  broad  buff  tips  to  wing-coverts  and  flight  feathers. 
Upperparts,  forehead  and  crown  same  dull  or  cold  brown  or  French 
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89  & 90.  First-winter  male  Pied  \\  heatear  Oenanthe pteschanka.  Finland,  October  1982  (Karno 

Mikkola) 


mustard  colour  with  greyish  cast  and  pale  or  whitish  tips  to  crown  feathers, 
very  thin  and  almost  indistinct  in  field,  barely  discernible  in  October. 
Supercilium  thin  and  noticeably  buff,  indistinct  on  some,  and  restricted  to 
lower  forehead  on  others.  Nape,  mantle,  scapulars  and  back  also  with  same 
base  colour,  but  feathers  on  sides  of  mantle  and  scapulars  often  quite 
heavily  edged  and  tipped  buff-brown,  at  close  range  forming  contrasting 
scalloped  effect  of  small  pale  crescents,  but  caution  needed  by  mid-winter 
since  these  pale  tips  are  lost  through  abrasion  (from  November  onwards) 
and  thus  become  duller  and  more  uniform,  like  female  Black-eared 
melanoleuca.  In  hand,  feathers  on  nape  can  show  some  white  at  base.  Rump 
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white,  uppertail-coverts  same,  tinged  slightly  creamy  or  huffish.  Tail  as  in 
summer,  with  some  having  variable  amounts  of  whitish-buff  tips  to  outer 
feathers.  Wings,  lesser,  median  and  greater  coverts  blackish-brown,  with 
broad  buff  edges  and  tips,  usually  broadest  on  median  coverts  and  richer  in 
tone  on  greater  coverts.  Secondaries  and  tertials  as  in  summer,  but  broad 
buff  or  sandy  buff  edges  and  tips  produce  panel  on  closed  wing.  Primary 
coverts  thinly  edged  and  tipped  whitish.  Primaries  very  thinly  edged,  not 
particularly  noticeable  in  field  but  fairly  broad  pale  buff  or  white  tips  show 
especially  on  inners.  Lores  dark,  but  often  show  whitish  tips;  cheeks  pale  or 
buffy  brown  becoming  darker  or  warmer  brown  on  ear-coverts.  Chin  and 
throat  variable,  from  creamy  white  to  greyish  or  even  blackish-brown,  . 
heavily  obscured  by  pale  buff  or  whitish  tips.  LIpper  breast  may  retain  its 
buff-brown  or  tawny  brown  tone,  but  again  variation  makes  this  absent  on 
some;  flanks  can  also  show  rufous  or  rust-brown  tone.  Rest  of  underparts 
rather  dirty  white  or  off-white  or  washed  huffish,  but,  as  in  summer, 
undertail-coverts  can  be  white. 

First-winter  Jernale 

Very  similar  to  adult  female,  especially  on  upperparts,  where  mantle  and 
particularly  scapulars  have  dark  centres  edged  and  tipped  pale  buff,  which 
often  appears  in  rows.  W ings  also  strongly  like  adult  female,  but  median 
coverts  have  dark  or  blackish  centres  with  broad  buff  to  warm  brown  edges 
and  tips  extending  onto  edges  of  greater  coverts,  but  tips  of  greater  coverts 
very  pale  buff,  forming  pale,  almost  whitish  wing-bars.  Secondaries  as  on 


91.  Pied  \\  lieatear  Oenan/he  pleschanka , probably  first-winter  female,  Norfolk,  November  1983 

(/!.  /.  Croucher) 
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92.  Adult  winter  male  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pteschanka , Grampian,  October  1976  (Alan 

Knox ) 


adult  female.  Rump,  uppertail-coverts  also  as  adult  female.  Sides  of  head 
paler  than  adult  female,  with  pale  lores  tipped  darker,  cheeks  and  ear- 
coverts  brown  or  bufhsh-brovvn  with  pale  tips.  Underparts  rather  variable; 
on  some,  chin  and  throat  to  breast  buff  or  pale  huffish  (obscuring  darker 
brown  or  grey-brown  feathers  below),  whereas,  on  others,  breast  is  warm 
sandy  or  even  gingery  brown,  or  dull  ground  colour  with  breast  feathers 
having  dark  or  dark  brown  tips.  Rest  of  underparts  whitish,  though  can  be 
tinged  dirty  white  or  even  warm  buff-brown,  especially  on  flanks.  First-year 
females  should  be  readily  identifiable  by  outer  tail  feathers;  on  adults, 
terminal  band  should  be  as  on  Northern  Wheatear  (see  fig.  4),  and 
first-winters  frequently  show  practically  all-white  outer  tail  feathers  (on  a 
few  this  is  literally  true)  with  dark-brown/black  restricted  to  spot  either  at 
feather  tip  or  subterminally.  Again  some  caution  needed,  however,  as  this 
apparently  often  retained  into  first-summer  plumage,  and.  in  addition,  not 
all  those  with  complete  terminal  bands  are  adults,  as  some  first-years  also 
show  this. 
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First-winter  male 

Similar  to  adult  and  first-winter  female,  with  pale,  almost  uniform  dull 
brown  forehead,  crown  and  nape,  but  mantle  and  scapulars  dull  earth- 
brown,  tipped  buff,  and  with  black  bases  to  feathers  often  showing;  and 
flight  feathers  and  wing-coverts  browner,  not  jet-black,  broadly  fringed  and 
tipped  buff.  Lores,  ear-coverts,  chin  and  throat  have  bases  offeathers  black, 
but,  except  at  sides,  usually  concealed  by  long,  pale  buff  tips.  Rest  of 
underparts  often  more  dingy  or  dirty  orange-buff  than  adult  winter  female. 

Adult  male  and  female  race  cypriaca 

Adults  of  both  sexes  closely  resemble  male  of  nominate  pleschanka , particu-  * 
larly  in  summer  plumages.  In  fresh  winter  plumage,  adult  male  has  deeper 
and  more  extensively  huffy  underparts.  Adult  summer  female  normally 
differs  as  follows:  crown  and  nape  variably  greyish-black  to  smudged  dirty 
white,  but  becoming  paler  or  whiter  (especially  on  nape)  when  worn;  edges 
of  pale  forehead,  crown  and  nape  initially  form  noticeable  (even  quite 
broad)  supercilium  from  bill-base  to  rear  of  ear-coverts,  becoming  pro- 
gressively broader  with  wear;  mantle  dark  brown  or  blackish-brown, 
becoming  solidly  black  when  worn.  In  autumn,  adults  probably  insepar- 
able f rom  nominate  pleschanka.  Adult  winter  female  has  forehead  and  crown 
dark  grey,  becoming  darker  on  nape;  white  supercilia  which  can  meet 

93.  Adult  male  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  of  race  cypriaca , Cyprus,  April  1982  (Mervyn 

T.  Patterson) 
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94.  Female  (probabh  adult)  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe pteschanka  ol  race  typriaca.  C.yprus.  \pri I 

1982  (Merivn  T.  Patterson ) 


Fig.  1 1.  Pied  Wheatcar  Oenanthe  pteschanka  of  race  cvpriaca.  Five  upper  heads  show  adult  females 
in  different  stages  of  wear  on  forehead,  crow  n and  nape:  B shows  female  with  throat  feathers 
tipped  greyish-white  (remnant  of  winter  plumage  normally  worn  off  in  May):  F shows  typical 
adult  female  in  late  June-July.  differing  from  female  in  fresh  summer  plumage  by  having  more 
w hite  on  nape,  wider  supereilium  and  black  mantle.  Some  females  are  even  paler  than  shown 
on  crown  and  nape  and  are  difficult  to  separate  from  many  males.  G shows  adult  female  from 
Israel,  dated  20th  March.  (Redrawn  by  Alan  Harris from  drawing  by  S.  Christensen,  from  descriptions 

and  photographs  by  Haim  Horel) 


204 


Identification  oj  wheatears 

across  nape;  mantle,  back,  scapulars  and  wings  dark  brown  to  black  with 
small  pale  or  white  leather  tips  of  varying  intensity;  greater  coverts  and 
secondaries  fringed  and  tipped  creamy  or  buff;  chin,  throat  and  upper 
breast  black,  with  a few  white  feather  tips  especially  on  throat. 

First-winter  male  and Jemale  race  cypriaca 

Similar  to  adult  winter  female  cypriaca , but  with  dark  brown  or  black 
forehead,  crown  and  nape;  broad  white  or  bufi'supercilium  from  bill-base  to 
beyond  ear-coverts,  almost  to  side  of  neck;  broad  bullish  feather  fringes  to 
mantle,  scapulars,  lesser  and  median  coverts  (heavy),  throat  and  breast; 
median  coverts  broadly  fringed  and  tipped  yellowish-white,  and  greater 
coverts  fringed  and  tipped  pale  yellowish-buff;  and  underparts  deep  rusty- 
buff  (Christensen  1974). 


Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 


Fig.  1 2.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica.  Western 
race  hispanica  and  eastern  race  melanoleuca  meet  in  northeast  Italy/northwest  Yugoslavia.  Does 
not  breed  Balearic's,  Corsica,  Sardinia  or  Cyprus;  status  uncertain  in  Sicily  (uncommon  in  east 
and  central  Italy).  First  bred  Malta  1982.  extralimital:  hispanica  to  Canary  Islands,  FRO 
(Heligoland),  Britain  & Ireland  (37),  Switzerland,  Gambia;  melanoleuca  to  Norway  and  Britain 
& Ireland.  Also  two  recent,  unpublished  records  for  Kenya. 

Black-eared  Wheatear  race  hispanica 
Adult  summer  male 

Forehead  and  narrow  supercilium  white,  colour  extending  partly  onto 
crown  (in  worn  plumage,  dark  feathers  show  through).  Lores,  ear-coverts 
and  scapulars  jet-black.  Crown,  nape,  mantle  and  upper  back  sandy-buff, 
usually  quite  golden  in  tone,  richest  and  deepest  on  mantle  (in  worn 
plumage,  much  paler,  almost  whitish,  though  mantle  and  back  always 
buffy-yellow).  Edges  of  scapulars  and  of  back  pale,  frequently  white.  Wing 
leathers  black,  with  some  narrow  pale  or  golden-buffy  fringes  at  tips  of 
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greater  coverts  and  secondaries.  Lower  back,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts 
white.  1 ail  white,  with  black  central  feathers;  outer  feathers  with  black 
spotting  at  tips,  heavier  on  outermost  pair;  outer  web  of  outermost  feather 
black  for  almost  hall  tail  length  (see  fig.  4,  and  note  on  variations  on  page 
146).  Amount  ol  black  on  tips  of  tail  feathers  can  vary  considerably:  for 
fairly  typical  pattern  see  fig.  2.  Chin,  throat  and  sides  of  neck  white  or  with 
sandy-bull  tinge;  on  black-throated  form,  chin  and  throat  black,  in  fresh 
plumage  with  heavy  pale  feather  tipping.  Breast  warm  sandy  or  golden- 
buff;  belly,  flanks  and  undertail-coverts  paler.  Underwing  black,  with 
narrow  white  tip  to  axillaries. 

First-summer  male 

As  adult  summer  male,  but  browner  above,  lacking  bright  tones.  Wings 
brown  or  dark  brown  (not  black),  with  buff  feather  fringes  and  tips  to 
coverts  and  secondaries  and  buff-tipped  primaries.  Rump,  uppertail- 
coverts  and  tail  as  adult  summer  male,  but  black  tips  to  most  tail  feathers 
form  thin  terminal  band.  On  black-throated  form,  chin,  throat,  lores  and 
ear-coverts  flecked  with  buff,  this  often  forming  small  pale  patches. 

Adult  winter  male 

Upperparts  much  as  summer  male,  but  forehead  and  forecrown  dull  buff- 
brown.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  black,  usually  lacking  pale  feather  tips. 
Scapulars  black,  with  buff  tips,  and  light  brown  to  bully-brown  on  some 
inner  webs.  Narrow  white  tips  to  some  lesser  and  median  coverts;  greater 
coverts  and  inner  secondaries  have  broad  rich  buff  feather  fringes  and  tips 
forming  pale  panel  on  closed  wing;  outer  secondaries,  primary  coverts  and 
primaries  have  thin  pale  buff  tips.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  tinged 
creamy.  Tail  as  summer  male,  but  feathers  show  thin  pale  huffish  tips.  Chin 
and  throat  black  with  narrow  white  feather  tips;  on  white-throated  form, 
chin,  throat  and  sides  of  neck  as  on  summer  male  or  slightly  duller.  Lower 
throat  pale  huffish  or  washed  sandy,  becoming  heavily  buff,  quite  rich  in 
tone,  on  breast. 

Adult  summer  female 

Upperparts  sandy-brown,  tinged  orange  or  gingery,  generally  warm  in 
tone.  Some  show  pale  creamy  supercilium  from  bill-base  (sometimes 
extending  across  base  of  forehead)  becoming  huffish  ox  er  ear-coxerts  and 
fading  at  rear.  Scapulars  dark  brown  with  some  huffy  feather  fringes.  Lower 
back,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white,  sometimes  tinged  cream  or  buff. 
Lores  and  ear-coverts  dark  brown  or.  more  rarely,  black  or  blackish, 
heaxily  flecked  with  pale  or  white.  Wings  dark  brown,  almost  black,  with 
sandv-buff  or  warm  brown  feather  fringes  and  tips  to  greater  and  primary 
coverts  and  tips  to  some  median  coxerts.  Rest  of  upperparts  as  on  adult 
summer  male,  but  black  area  of  tail  brow  ner  and  forms  complete  but  thin 
terminal  bar.  Chin  and  throat  black  or  blackish  with  white  or  pale  flecking 
(black-throated  form),  or  all-white  or  xcry  pale  creamy  (xvhite-throated 
form).  Breast  rather  warm  sandy  or  sandy-buff,  this  colour  occasionally 
extending  to  flanks.  Belly,  xentral  region  and  undertail-coverts  paler. 
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usually  with  orange  wash,  sometimes  very  pale-and  (rarely)  pure  white. 
Underwing-coverts  and  axillaries  dark  brown. 

Adult  winter  female 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  sandy-brown,  becoming  tan-brown  (almost 
Fawny  Pipit  brown)  on  mantle,  back  and  inner  scapulars;  tinges  of  grey 
often  present  on  nape  and  sides  of  neck.  Supercilium,  where  present,  quite 
faint  or  pale,  huffy  above  lores  and  fading  over  ear-coverts.  Lores  narrowly 
dark  brown.  Ear-coverts  vary  from  rich  tan-brown  to  dark  brown,  with 
white  or  sandy  flecking  on  feather  tips.  Wings  and  outer  scapulars  black  or 
dark  brown,  this  colour  largely  obscured  by  sandy-buff  and  warm  brown 
feather  fringes  and  tips;  sandy  or  gingery  fringes  to  secondaries  and  tertials 
form  thin  panel  on  closed  wing;  primaries  narrowly  tipped  white  or  pale 
buff.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  tinged  creamy.  Chin  and  throat  white  or 
pale  buff;  on  black-throated  form,  black  or  dark  brown  bases  to  feathers 
become  prominent  in  worn  plumage.  Rest  of  underparts  buffy  to  creamy, 
usually  less  sandy  than  on  adult  winter  male. 

First-winter  male  and  female 

Upperparts  pale  brown,  almost  clay  colour,  with  distinct  warm  or  even 
orangish  tinge  on  mantle,  back  and  scapulars;  some  may  retain  juvenile 
pale  buffy  feather  tips  on  mantle  and  scapulars.  Feathers  of  forehead  and 
95.  Adult  male  Black-eared  \\  heatear  Oenanlhe  hispanica.  Israel,  October  1983  (M.  Barnett ) 
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crown  narrowly  tipped  white.  Supercilium  very  poorly  defined  or  absent. 
Lores  and  ear-coverts  brownish  or  dark  brown,  usually  with  some  thin  pale 
streaking  merging  with  tipping  of  crown  feathers.  Wings  as  adult  winter 
female,  but  feather  fringes  and  tips  buff  or  deep  buff.  Rump  and  uppertail- 
coverts  white.  1 ail  white,  with  central  pair  of  feathers  almost  entirely  black, 
and  most  have  a broad  black  subterminal  band  aeross  outer  feathers;  extent 
of  black  on  outer  web  of  outer  feathers  increases  towards  outermost,  where 
it  extends  to  half  tail  length;  all  tail  leathers  very  narrowly  tipped  white  or 
pale  bull  (visible  at  close  range).  Chin  and  throat  pale  buff  to  white,  some 
feathers  (especially  at  sides  of  lower  throat)  tipped  brownish-buff.  Breast 
more  pronounced  bull  or  sandy,  with  some  feathers  clearly  tipped 
brownish.  Rest  ol  underparts  off-white  or  with  warm  huffish  wash.  I'nder- 
wing-coverts  and  axillaries  dark  or  blackish-brown  with  pale  huffish 
feather  t i ps. 

Black-eared  \\  heatear  race  melanoleuca 
Adult  summer  male 

Shows  much  more  black-and-white  pattern  than  male  hispanica.  Upper- 
parts  white  or  with  light  buff  or  more  usually  yellowish  tinge,  especially  on 
mantle.  Lower  forehead,  lores  and  ear-coverts  black.  Wings  and  scapulars 
jet-black.  Rump,  uppertail-coverts  and  tail  as  on  hispanica.  On  black- 
throated  form  (commonest),  black  of  chin  extends  noticeably  to  lower 
throat  and.  in  extreme  examples,  across  uppermost  breast  (slightly  more 
than  on  hispanica );  on  white-throated  form,  chin  and  throat  whitish.  Rest  of 
underparts  generally  whitish,  with  slight  creamy  or  yellowy-buff  tinge. 
I nderwing-coverts  and  axillaries  black. 

First-summer  male 

Much  as  adult  summer  male  except:  white  feathers  of  forehead,  crown, 
nape  and  mantle  have  darker,  almost  brownish  fringes  and  tips,  variable  in 
extent;  upper  scapulars  are  fringed  and  tipped  huffy;  and  secondaries  and 
primaries  slightly  edged  huffish. 

Adult  winter  male 

Upperparts  as  adult  summer,  but  with  dull  greyish-brown  tone,  usually 
brownest  on  mantle  (though  much  less  warm  brown  or  golden-brown  than 
on  hispanica );  in  fresh  plumage,  feathers  tipped  or  fringed  light  brown,  with 
greyish  or  buff  tinge.  Supercilium  pale  huffish,  ill  defined.  Lores  and 
ear-coverts  blackish  or  very  dark  brown  with  some  feathers  tipped  white, 
ear-coverts  usually  with  paler  shaft-streaks.  Primaries  usually  black  or 
black-brown,  tipped  buff  when  abraded:  secondaries  tipped  and  fringed 
huffish;  coverts  usually  grey  or  dark  brown,  in  fresh  plumage  with  quite 
broad  buff  or  buff-brown  fringes  and  tips  (less  extensive  on  greater  coverts). 
Chin  and  throat  feathers  blackish  with  some  tipped  white  (black-throated 
form),  or  all-white  (white-throated  form).  Rest  of  underparts  washed 
creamv-buff;  on  some,  with  rich  buff  or  sandy  tinge  to  breast. 
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96.  F irst-summer/adult  female  Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica  ol  race  melanoleuca. 

Shetland,  June  1979  (I.  S.  Robertson ) 

Adult  summer Jemale 

Generally  much  browner,  less  sandy,  than  female  hispanica.  Upperparts 
from  forehead  to  mantle  brownish  (can  be  earth-brown,  almost  as  on 
Northern),  sometimes  paler  on  nape  and  upper  scapulars,  becoming  darker 
brown  on  lower  scapulars.  Usually  lacks  supercilium,  but  some  individuals 
show  pale  traces  especially  behind  eye.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  dark  brown. 
Wings  dark  brown,  with  few  indistinct  narrow  huffy  tips  on  some  median 
and  most  greater  coverts.  Rump,  uppertail-coverts  and  tail  as  on  female 
hispanica.  Chin  and  throat  blackish-brown,  more  extensive  on  breast  than 
on  female  hispanica , this  colour  largely  obscured  by  heavy  pale  flecking 
(black-throated  form);  or  white  (white-throated  form).  Rest  of  underparts 
white,  with  warm  huffish  wash;  on  some,  with  orange  tinge  to  breast  or 
sides  of  breast.  Underwing-coverts  brownish. 
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Adult  winter Jemale 

l pperparts  plain  brownish  (some  individuals  paler  or  sandy),  generally 
warm  in  tone;  some  feathers,  especially  on  mantle,  tinged  warm  brown- 
ginger  or  even  orange.  Feathers  offorehead  and  crown  often  tipped  grey  or 
greyish,  especially  in  fresh  plumage.  Supercilium  pale  huffish  to  grey, 
indistinct  (may  be  absent).  Lores  and  ear-coverts  brownish,  this  colour 
mostly  obscured  by  heavy  buff  to  white  streaking  (in  worn  plumage,  can 
resemble  dark  female  hispanica).  On  white-throated  form,  head  less  strongly 
marked:  ear-coverts  uniform  with  crown;  supercilium  very  pale  buff, 
indistinct.  Scapulars  and  wing  feathers  dark  brown,  with  primaries  darker 
(can  be  blackish):  secondaries  narrowly  fringed  bull;  tertials  often  broadly 
fringed  and  tipped  warm  brown;  median  coverts  fringed  and  tipped  pale 
bull  or  white;  greater  coverts  fringed  warm  buff  and  tipped  white.  Rump 
and  uppertail-coverts  as  summer,  but  often  tinged  or  washed  sandy-buff. 
Tail  as  summer.  Chin  and  throat  as  ear-coverts  (black-throated  form);  on 
white-throated  form,  whitish  or  creamy,  this  colour  extending  to  sides  of 
lower  neck.  Rest  of  underparts  off-white  or  very  faintly  huffish,  with 
stronger  or  warmer  buff-brown  or  orange  on  sides  of  breast. 

First-winter  male  and Jemale 

Upperparts  extremely  similar  to  those  of  first-winter  hispanica.  but  more 
brown  or  brownish  and  less  buffy  or  sandy,  especially  on  crown.  Lores 
black  or  dark  brown.  Ear-coverts  smudgy  dark  brown,  especially  at  upper 
edge,  but  usually  warm-tinged.  Feathers  of  nape,  mantle  and  scapulars 
tipped  pale  or  grey,  giving  pale  or  ashy  tone  (some  may  retain  juvenile  tips 
of  feathers,  particularly  on  mantle  and  scapulars).  Wing-coverts  as  on 
winter  female  melanoleuca,  but  secondaries  and  tertials  often  have  warm 
buffy-brown  fringes  and  paler  tips,  and  primaries  black  or  blackish-brown, 
with  whitish  tips.  Rump,  uppertail-coverts  and  tail  as  on  first-winter  male 
hispanica.  Underparts  much  as  adult  winter  female,  with  warm  buff  or  sandy 
tinge  to  breast. 


NOTE 

The  percentage  of  black-throated  individuals  increases  with  eastwards 
progression.  In  Spain,  Portugal  and  Morocco  (race  hispanica ),  white- 
throated  males  are  more  common  than  black-throated.  In  the  eastern  race 
melanoleuca , black-throated  males  are  judged  to  outnumber  white-throated 
by  approximately  2 to  1 ; in  Turkey,  black-throated  males  are  conspicuously 
more  common  than  white-throated  (Wadlev  1951;  Kumerloeve  1962, 
1975);  in  Iran,  black-throated  males  form  about  64%  of  the  male  popula- 
tion (Yaurie  1949);  and,  in  Transcaucasia,  they  are  reported  to  make  up 
74%  of  the  population.  Recent  data  from  Iran  (L.  Cornwallis  and  J. 
Haffer  in  lilt.)  indicate  that  as  many  as  80%  of  males  are  black-throated. 
The  same  applies  to  females:  of  32  hispanica  examined.  28  had  a white  or  buff 
throat,  whereas  almost  50%  of  female  melanoleuca  had  a dusky  or  nearly 
blackish  throat  (Ticehurst  1927);  and.  in  Iran,  only  one  of  14  females 
examined  had  a white  throat,  four  having  a whitish  throat  and  the 


97.  Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica,  probably  adult  female,  Israel,  October  1983 

(Ad.  Barnett ) 


remainder  a dark  throat  almost  as  black  as  on  males  (Vaurie  1949).  In 
addition,  the  extent  of  black  on  chin  and  throat  increases  eastwards: 
averaging  14-18  mm  on  hispanica  and  24-28  mm  on  melanoleuca  (HafTer 
1977).  Pairs  can  be  made  up  of  any  combination  of  forms. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Black-eared  and  Pied  YVheatears  interbreed  in 
the  zones  where  their  ranges  overlap:  eastern  Bulgaria;  Transcaucasia;  and 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  Caspian  and  northern  Iran  (see  HafTer  1977). 


Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti 
Adult  summer  and first-summer  male 

Forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle,  back  and  scapulars  pale,  almost  creamy 
sandy-brown,  usually  slightly  richer  or  deeper  on  scapulars;  in  worn 
plumage,  head  greyer  or  dirtier  sandy  colour  and  with  blackish-grey 
feathers  showing  through  on  nape  and  upper  back.  Supercilium  pale  or 
whitish,  extending  from  base  of  bill  to  over  ear-coverts;  may  be  rather 
poorly  defined;  on  some,  more  prominent  behind  eye.  Lores  and  ear-coverts 
black.  Wings  black,  with  buff  fringes  and  tips  to  secondaries  and  tertials: 
inner  lesser  and  median  coverts  pale  sandy  or  white,  outer  greater  coverts 
slightly  fringed  and  tipped  pale  or  white  and  inners  white  on  outer  web  (on 
closed  wing,  often  showing  as  broad  white  line  above  coverts;  in  flight,  as 
pale  triangular  area).  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail  black  with 
white  bases  to  outer  feathers,  but  very  hard  to  see  any  white  on  tail  in  the 
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Fig.  13.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti.  Resident  in 
southern  Egypt,  Sudan,  southern  Iraq  and  Baluehistan;  in  North  Africa  and  western  Egypt 
some  winter  movement  into  the  desert  noted,  but  southern  boundary  not  easily  defined  (some 
winter  in  highlands  of  Air  Province,  Niger),  extralimital:  Malta  (7),  Italy.  Sicily.  FRG 
(Heligoland),  Switzerland,  France  (3),  Netherlands,  Norway,  Sweden  (6),  Finland  (4). Japan 

and  Britain  & Ireland  (23) 


98.  Adult  female/first-winter  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti , Cumbria,  November  1986 

(P.J.  Dunn) 
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99.  Adult  male  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  deserti  of  race  atrogularis , India,  January  1978  (77 

Shiola) 


field.  Chin  and  throat  black,  extending  across  sides  of  neck  to  meet  black  of 
coverts.  Upper  breast  to  undertail-coverts  bully,  tinged  sandy  on  breast. 
Underwing  black,  tipped  white  on  axillaries  and  coverts. 

Adult  winter  male 

As  adult  summer,  but:  upperparts  greyer  in  tone;  supercilium  buffy;  black 
feathers  of  lores,  ear-coverts,  chin  and  throat  have  white  tips;  wing-coverts 
tipped  and  fringed  pale  sandy  or  white;  primaries  narrowly  fringed  white, 
becoming  browner  with  white  fringes  at  base  of  inners;  secondaries  and 
tertials  with  broad  white  fringes  to  outer  webs  and  tips,  becoming  sandy  on 

100.  First-winter  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  of  race  atrogularis , India,  February 

( Urban  Olsson) 
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innermost  feathers;  rump  and  uppertail-coverts  sandy-buff;  and  under- 
parts paler  sandy-buff.  Black  line  joining  areas  of  throat  and  wing-coverts 
more  broken,  especially  on  lesser  coverts. 

Adult  summer Jemale 

l pperparts  fairly  deep  sandy-buff,  sometimes  greyish,  duller  than  male, 
though  usually  paler  (more  sandy)  on  mantle  and  back,  fading  to  buff- 
tinged  white  on  rump  and  uppertail-coverts.  Supercilium  pale  sandy  or 
sandy-buff,  ill-defined.  Lores  brown  or  dark  brown,  becoming  paler  across 
top  of  ear-coverts,  which  vary  from  sandy  to  quite  brownish.  Scapulars 
slightly  more  sandy  than  mantle.  Primaries  very  dark  brown  with  slightly 
paler  tips.  Secondaries  and  tertials  dark  brown,  fringed  and  tipped  sandy- 
buff  Y\  ing-coverts  brownish,  fringed  and  tipped  pale  sandv-buff,  broadly 
so  on  inner  greater  coverts,  fail  pattern  as  on  male,  but  noticeably  brown  at 
close  range.  Chin  and  throat  deep  sandy,  but  on  some  with  considerable 
amounts  of  black  or  dark  brown.  Rest  of  underparts  pale  sandy-buff. 
Underwing  predominantly  white,  but  feathers  of  axillaries  have  dark 
brown  bases. 


101.  Adult  male  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe deserti of  race  homochroa.  Morocco.  1982  (L'do  Pfriem) 


Adult  winter  and first-winter Jemale 

As  adult  summer  female  except:  upperparts  greyer  and  chin  and  throat 
huffish  or  white,  some  showing  brown  or  brownish  tips;  wing-coverts 
browner,  broadly  fringed  and  tipped  sandy-buff  (especially  on  lesser, 
median,  inner  greater  and  primary  coverts);  secondaries  more  broadly 
fringed  and  tipped,  primaries  noticeably  buff-tipped.  Rump  and  uppertail- 
coverts  white. 

First-winter  male 

Resembles  adult  winter  male,  but  can  be  told  by  more  extensive  white  tips 
to  chin  and  throat  feathers  (often  obscuring  black).  Feathers  of  wings,  tail 
and  greater  coverts  browner  and  have  broader  sandy-buff  fringes  and  tips. 

SUBSPECIES 

The  above  descriptions  refer  to  the  race  homochroa  (western  North  Africa). 


214 


Identification  oj  wheatears 

The  race  deserti  (Egypt  to  northwestern  Arabia)  is  probably  inseparable  in 
the  field  from  homochroa , but  has  slightly  greyer  upperparts  lacking  any 
warm  or  orange  tones  ( homochroa  shows  a greyish  tone  to  upperparts  in 
winter,  but  this  is  lacking  in  fresh  or  summer  plumage).  The  race  atrogularis 
(west  and  central  Asia,  winters  Pakistan  to  northeast  Africa)  has  browner 
upperparts  than  any  of  the  other  subspecies  and  clearly  lacks  the  rufous 
tones  of  homochroa  and  deserti ; it  has  a paler  brown  crown,  almost  white 
forehead  and  supercilium,  and  more  extensive  white  on  the  inner  webs  of 
the  coverts.  Males  of  the  race  oreophila  (southeast  Asia,  winters  west  to 
Saudi  Arabia)  are  similar  to  atrogularis , but  with  a pinkish  tinge  to  the 
brown  of  the  upperparts  (on  some,  the  underparts  are  also  tinged  pink)  and 
with  more  extensive  white  on  the  coverts;  females  are  inseparable  in  the 
field  from  female  deserti.  The  white  on  the  underwing  of  oreophila  is  well 
defined.  Intermediates  between  oreophila  and  atrogularis  occur  in 
Afghanistan  and  Mongolia. 


Finsch’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe finschii 


Fig.  14.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Finsch’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe  finschii.  Partially 
resident  in  southern  half  of  breeding  range,  extraumital:  western  desert  of  Egypt 

Adult  summer  and first-summer  male 

Forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle  and  back  smooth  pale  beige  or  creamy-buff, 
forehead  and  forecrown  becoming  white  through  wear;  some  have  warmer 
pinkish  or  pink-buff  tinge  to  nape  or  mantle.  Supercilium  pale  creamy-buff, 
narrow  and  rather  poorly  defined.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  black,  this  colour 
often  extending  to  base  of  upper  mandible.  Sides  of  neck  and  scapulars 
black;  on  most  (if  not  all)  black  extends  slightly  onto  sides  of  upper  back,  at 
close  range  showing  as  slight  projection  into  pale  area  of  lower  mantle/ 
back.  Wing  feathers  all  jet-black,  on  some  (not  all)  individuals  with  broad 
white  fringes  and  tips  to  primary  coverts  and  white  tips  to  secondaries  and 
tertials;  tips  of  primaries  huffy.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail 
white  with  black  central  feathers  and  broad  black  band  across  distal 
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quarter  of  outer  feathers,  outer  three  with  white  at  tips  (more  prominent  in 
spring,  in  worn  plumage  may  be  lacking).  Chin  and  throat  black,  this 
colour  meeting  on  sides  of  neck  and  lower  throat  with  black  of  wings.  Rest  of 
underparts  white  or  whitish  and  usually  with  buffy  wash,  especially  on 
upper  breast.  Underwing  black  with  silvery-grey  on  inner  webs  of  flight 
leathers.  First-summer  males  can  be  told  by  brown  secondaries  and 
primary  coverts. 

Adult  winter  male 

Very  similar  to  adult  summer  male  except:  forehead  to  nape  paler  buff- 
beige  or  creamy-buff  as  on  mantle  and  back  (in  worn  summer  plumage,  in 
autumn,  forehead  to  back  can  be  almost  white);  tertials  tipped  buff;  under- 
parts rather  dull  ofl-white;  slightly  rufous  feather  fringes  and  tips  to  chin 
and  throat  feathers  (but  this  virtually  undetectable  in  field). 


102.  Adult  male  Finsch’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe finschu . Israel.  March  1980  (S.  Housden 


Adult  summer female 

Essentially  rather  pale  pencil-grey  or  brown-tinged  grey  and  almost 
featureless  (except  those  with  dark  throats).  Upperparts  pale,  almost 
uniform  plain  grey,  some  individuals  with  brown  tinges  to  forehead  and 
back  and  brown  or  gingery  tone  to  ear-coverts,  latter  often  with  long  pale 
feather  tips.  Lacks  supercilium,  but  area  above  lores  sometimes  quite  pale 
buff  or  even  whitish  when  worn.  On  some  individuals,  lores  and  ear-coverts 
dark  or  black,  usually  heavily  flecked  white  or  grey.  Flight  feathers  brown 
to  dark  brown  with  pale  fringes  and  tips  to  secondaries  and  tertials. 
primaries  usually  tipped  buffy  or  even  w hitish:  lesser  and  median  coverts 
brownish  with  pale  fawn  or  buffy  fringes  and  tips,  greater  coverts  darker 
with  pale  buffy  or  sandy-brown  fringes;  first  primary  usually  clearly  dark 
brown.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  as  male.  Tail  as  male,  but  pale  tips 
(where  present)  to  at  least  outer  four  feathers  (though  easily  abraded). 
Feathers  of  chin  and  throat  have  dark  or  blackish  bases  concealed  by  long, 
pale  tips,  base  colour  showing  through  only  with  wear;  some  individuals, 
especially  of  race  barnesi , have  chin  and  throat  white  or  w hitish  becoming 
grey  and  quite  heavily  dark  grey  on  lower  throat/upper  breast  (and  can 
have  dark  or  black  chin  and  throat,  usually  heavily  flecked  white  or  grey 
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and  rarely  as  solidly  black  as  on  male;  intermediate  patterns  also  occur). 
Rest  of  underparts  whitish,  usually  with  bullish  or  ofT-white  w ash  on  breast 
or  flanks  (some  have  very  faint  peach-buff  wash  on  undertail-coverts), 
possibly  not  detectable  in  the  field  at  any  great  distance.  Underwing  pale 
grey  with  dark  brown  to  black  coverts,  latter  obscured  by  broad  pale  feather 
tips  (especially  in  late  summer). 

Adult  winter  Jemale 

Identical  to  adult  summer  female,  but  with  more  extensively  pale  tips  to 
coverts  (including  primary  coverts)  and  tertials;  on  some,  fringes  and  tips 
to  greater  coverts  almost  white. 

First-winter  male  and  jemale 

As  adult  winter  female,  but  pale  feather  fringes  to  tail  and  broadly  to 
secondaries  and  primaries.  First-winter  males  have  brown  secondaries  and 
primary  coverts. 

Finsch’s  Wheatear  race  barnesi 

Fhe  bigger,  longer-winged,  larger-billed  eastern  race  barnesi  (northeast 
Iran  to  central  Asia,  winters  south  Iran  and  Pakistan)  shows  conspicuous 
buff on  underparts,  including  undertail-coverts. 


Red-rumped  Wheatear  Oenanthe  moesta 


Fig.  15.  Distribution  of  Red-rumped  Wheatear  Oenanthe  moesta.  Resident,  but  some  wander 

south  in  winter 


Adult  summer  male 

Lower  forehead  and  narrow  supercilium  very  pale  creamy-buff.  Upper 
forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle  and  back  sandy-grey,  grading  to  black  on 
. scapulars  and  lower  back  (on  some,  forehead  to  nape  white  either  with  a few 
grey  smudges  on  crown  or  with  centre  of  crown  to  nape  pale  greyish  slightly 
mottled  darker).  Lores,  ear-coverts,  sides  of  neck  and  scapulars  inky-black. 
Wings  dark  with  extensive  pale  feather  fringes  and  tips:  primaries  black  or 
blackish,  tipped  brownish  or  gingery;  secondaries  blackish,  broadly  fringed 
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sandy-bufl,  this  often  appearing  as  sandy  area  tinged  rufous  on  outer 
feather  edges;  tertials  black/brown  tipped  pale  buff,  with  some  rufous 
tinges;  lesser  coverts  dark  grey  or  blackish,  sometimes  fringed  bulky; 
median  coverts  inky-black,  with  broad  white  or  sandy-buff  tips  showing  as 
distinct  line;  greater  coverts  black,  this  colour  totally  or  almost  obscured  by 
broad  pale  sandy-buff  (even  tinged  slightly  gingery)  fringes  to  outer  webs, 
and  with  broad  sandy-buff  tips  forming  prominent  wingbar  (when 
bleached,  greater  coverts  often  form  broad  white  panel).  Rump  and  centre 
of  uppertail-coverts  pale,  varying  from  pink  to  ginger  to  pale  rufous;  in 
worn  plumage,  often  almost  white.  Sides  of  uppertail-coverts  and  base  of 
tail  rufous  or  pinky-rufous,  but  tail-base  often  hidden  by  long  tail-coverts; 
rest  of  tail  black  or  blackish-brown.  Chin  and  throat  inky-black,  this  colour 
meeting  black  of  sides  of  neck  and  scapulars.  Breast  to  belly  white,  some- 
times washed  greyish  or  pinkish.  Undertail-coverts  and  vent  pale  rufous. 
Underwing  silvery  or  white  with  black  underwing-coverts  and  axillaries. 

Males  of  race  theresae  are  blacker  than  nominate  moesta  on  mantle,  back, 
scapulars  and  flight  feathers,  but  have  greyish  border  to  nape/upper  mantle 
and  lower  back,  and  greyer,  more  uniform  crown.  Males  of  slightly  larger 
race  brooksbanki  are  generally  paler  or  greyer  above,  especially  on  head  and 
back  to  scapulars,  and  have  less  rufous  tinges  to  wings,  rump  and  uppertail- 
coverts. 

Adult  winter  male 

As  adult  summer  male,  but  upperparts  rather  dull:  crown  and  nape  greyer, 
and  feathers  of  mantle  and  scapulars  fringed  pale  buff  (can  appear  mealy- 
grey  above,  darkish  brown  merging  with  colour  of  hindneck.  lower  back 
and  rump);  flight  feathers  and  outer  tail  feathers  browner.  Underparts 
dingy  or  greyish,  and  black  feathers  of  chin  and  throat  tipped  white  or 
whitish. 


103.  Adult  male  Rcd-rumped  Wheatear  Oenanthe  moesta,  Morocco.  March  1984  (John  Hewitt ) 
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Adult  summer Jemale 

Upperparts  warm  rufous-brown,  almost  foxy-brown  or  cinnamon-brown 
from  forehead  to  nape,  paler  on  sides  of  crown  and  fading  on  mantle. 
Narrow  rear  eye-stripe  blackish.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  usually  slightly 
paler  than  crown.  Sides  of  neck  slightly  paler  than  nape.  Mantle  and  lower 
back  more  sandy  or  greyer  brown,  uniform  or  plain.  Wings  brown  or 
brownish  with  broad  sandy  and  huffish  fringes  and  tips;  greater  coverts 
fringed  sandy-brown  (or  warm  gingery-brown),  and  with  pale  sandy-bufl 
tips  forming  indistinct  wingbar;  fringes  to  secondaries  form  pale  sandy 
(pale  buff  when  fresh)  panel  on  closed  wing:  tertials  browner  on  inner  webs, 
usually  with  whitish-buff  feather  tips.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  foxy 
rufous-brown  (slightly  paler  than  crown);  on  some,  paler,  more  pinky- 
white  on  mid  or  lower  rump.  Fail  with  brown  central  feathers  and  broad 
brown  terminal  band  across  distal  half  of  all  outer  feathers,  base  of  outers 
rufous  or  pinky-rufous.  Underparts  whitish  or  pale  buffy,  can  have  sandy  or 
pale  brown  tinge  or  wash  on  breast  and/or  some  rufous  on  lower  flanks. 
Underwing  very  pale  brown,  almost  buff. 

Females  of  race  theresae  slightly  more  brown  above  and  head  is  not  so 
gingery.  Females  of  race  brooksbanki  paler  or  greyer  on  mantle,  back  and 
scapulars  and  comparatively  paler  pink  (but  not  white)  on  rump. 

Adult  winter Jemale 

Almost  identical  in  field  to  adult  summer  female.  Mantle  and  back  paler; 
pale  fringes  to  wing-coverts,  especially  primary  coverts,  which  form  small 
panel  on  closed  wing. 

First-winter  male  and Jemale 

Black  lores,  cheeks  and  ear-coverts  and  greyish  throat  on  male,  whilst 
female  has  rich  brown  ear-coverts,  this  colour  sometimes  extending  to  the 
forehead  and  crown.  The  predominant  grey  and  black  on  the  male’s 


104.  Adult  female  Red-rumped  YVheatear  Oenanthe  moesta , Morocco,  March  1984  / John  Hewitt ) 
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upperparts  becomes  apparent  as  early  as  March.  Immature  females  look 
dull  or  drab  brown.  Both  sexes  have  dingy  underparts.  Rump  pale  or  dirty 
white,  with  a tinge  of  ginger  on  female,  and  orange  on  uppertail-coverts  of 
male.  Both  also  have  broad,  pale  buff  to  orange-brown  edges  and  tips  to 
median  and  greater  coverts,  secondaries  and  tertials. 


Red-tailed  Wheatear  Oenanthe  xanthoprymna 


I'  i.it-  16.  Breeding  and  wintering  distribution  of  Red-tailed  Wheatear  Oenanthe  xanthoprymna. 
I wo  distinct  races  (with  intermediate  phases)  within  continuous  breeding  range:  (1) 
xanthoprymna , breeding  north  Zagros  Mountains  in  northwest  Iran,  northern  Iraq  (?),  to 
southern  Caucasus,  recently  found  breeding  eastern  Turkey;  (2)  race  chrysopygia . breeding 
central  and  southern  Zagros  Mountains  and  Elburz  range  in  Iran,  F'SSR  immediately  cast  of 
Caspian  Sea,  through  Afghanistan  to  Pamirs  (Tadzhikistan),  with  small  isolated  population 
near  Quetta  (Baluchistan).  Race  xanthoprymna  winters  predominantly  eastern  Egypt.  Nile 
Valley  to  Red  Sea  coast  and  south  to  Sudan  (and  possibly  in  western  Saudi  Arabia ) ; chrysopygia 
predominantly  Oman,  eastern  Saudi  Arabia,  Iraq  and  southern  Iran  to  northwest  India 

(Punjab) 


Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  male 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  grey-brown,  becoming  darker  on  mantle, 
scapulars  and  upper  back.  Supercilium  pale  creamy-buff  to  white,  narrow. 
Lores,  ear-coverts  and  sides  of  neck  jet-black.  Wings  blackish-brown, 
narrowly  tipped  rich  brownish-buff;  coverts  dark  brown,  greater  and 
primary  coverts  with  narrow  pale  buffy  tips.  Lower  back,  rump  and  upper- 
tail-coverts bright  rufous.  Tail  black  or  blackish-brown  on  central 
feathers  and  on  distal  third  of  all  outer  feathers,  rest  of  outer  feathers  white 
or  pale  orange,  but  this  often  hidden  by  orange  or  rufous  uppertail-coverts 
(very  little  white  shows  at  base  of  outers  in  field);  very  thin  warm  orange  or 
orange-buff  tips  to  all  feathers  (visible  especially  from  below),  but  these  can 
be  lacking.  Chin  and  throat  jet-black,  this  colour  extending  slightly  onto 
sides  of  upper  breast.  Rest  of  underparts  pale  buffish  or  creamy,  becoming 
rufous  on  undertail-coverts.  I'nderwing  whitish,  with  black  underwing- 
coverts  and  axillarics.  In  winter  plumage,  whole  plumage  duller  and 
greyer,  black  chin  and  throat  feathers  flecked  with  white,  and  wing  feathers 
broadly  fringed  and  tipped  buff 
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105  & 106.  Male  (above)  and  female  (below)  Red-tailed  Wheatears  Oenanthe  xanthoprymna, 

Turkey,  May  1981  {A.  Roberts) 


Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  Jemale 

As  adult  male  except:  forehead  to  upper  back  and  scapulars  paler  grev- 
brown;  black  feathers  of  head  are  instead  dark  grey,  with  ear-coverts  dark 
brown;  chin  and  throat  greyish  and  breast  washed  dirty  buff  or  brownish; 
may  have  light  rufous  tone  to  belly,  and  orange  or  rufous  on  undertail- 
coverts.  Some  adult  females  may  be  identical  to  adult  males,  but  with 
slightly  less  extensive  black  on  chin  and  throat. 

Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  male  and  Jemale  race  chrysopygia 
Upperparts  as  nominate  xanthoprymna , but  paler,  more  buff-brown  in  tone 
(on  eastern  ‘ kingi quite  sandy).  Forehead,  crown  and  nape  grey. 
Supercilium  white  or  whitish-buff;  narrow  (can  be  absent).  Lores  blackish 
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(male).  Narrow,  dark  brown  rear  eye-stripe.  Ear-coverts  tinged  warm 
brown.  Base  of  tail  rufous  to  pale  orange  (lacks  white).  Tips  of  tail  feathers 
rufous  or  deep  orange-buff,  usually  longer  (about  2 mm)  than  on  nominate 
xanthoprymna,  but  variable,  can  be  lacking  (especially  in  summer  plumage). 
Chin  and  throat  white,  creamy  or  pale  buff,  or  washed  grey.  Breast  creamy 
or  with  grey  or  brown  tinge,  the  colour  extending  to  flanks  and  belly. 
Undertail-coverts  tinged  orange  or  warm  buff-brown,  varying  in  strength. 
In  winter  plumage,  generally  duller  or  greyer  and  with  broad  creamy-bufl 
fringes  to  wing  feathers,  especially  greater  coverts;  in  worn  plumage,  many 
feather  fringes  and  tips  are  lost. 

First-winter  male  and Jemale 

Not  safely  separable  in  field  from  adult  winter  female. 


Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  picata 


Fig.  17.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  F.astern  Pied  W heatear  Oenanthe  picata.  In 
breeding  range,  nominate  picata  at  greatest  density  in  extreme  west  and  east,  opistholeuca  chiefly 
in  area  enclosed  by  white  line,  and  capistrata  scattered  in  central  and  eastern  parts.  Mainly 
resident;  some  (mainly  picata)  winter  southern  Pakistan  and  north  and  east  to  central  India 

Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  race  picata 
Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  male 

Entire  head,  nape,  mantle,  back,  wings  and  scapulars  black.  Rump,  upper- 
tail-coverts  and  tail  as  on  race  opistholeuca.  Chin,  throat  and  upper  breast 
also  black;  rest  of  underparts  pure  white,  but  in  autumn  can  show  buff  on 
undertail-coverts  and  fine  pale  or  white  tips  to  all  outer  tail  feathers. 

Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  Jemale 

Upperparts  brown  where  black  on  male,  with  wings  darker  brown  (though 
can  be  almost  as  black  as  on  male).  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail 
as  adult  male,  but  central  feathers  and  distal  quarter  of  outer  feathers 
brown  (in  autumn  can  have  thin  white  or  buff  tips  to  all  outer  feathers).  In 
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fresh  winter  plumage,  tertials  and  primary  coverts  quite  broadly  fringed 
and  tipped  pale  brown.  Chin,  throat  and  breast  rich  brown  or  rufous- 
brown,  though  can  show  black  on  throat  (and  some  have  feathers  of  chin 
and  throat/sides  of  throat  heavily  tipped  white  or  pale  buff,  prominent  in 
field);  rest  of  underparts  dirty  or  buffish-white;  on  some,  pure  white  or 
creamy,  with  rusty-tinged  breast.  See  note  on  plumages  of  all  female 
Eastern  Pied  on  page  157. 


107.  Adult  male  Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  picata  of  race  picata , India,  December  1985 

(A.  Mikala  & H.  James) 

First-winter  male  and female 
As  adult  winter  female. 

Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  race  capistrata 
Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  male 

As  adult  male  of  race  picata , but  forehead,  crown  and  nape  usually  whitish 
(especially  in  spring),  palest  on  lower  nape  or  hindneck  and  often  with 
greyish  feather  tips;  in  autumn,  forehead  to  nape  can  be  pinky-buff  to 
yellowish,  grey  or  greyish-buff,  usually  with  white  sides  to  crown  and,  on 
some,  extending  to  sides  of  neck  (above  black).  Below,  black  generally 
extends  to  mid  breast.  In  worn  summer  plumage,  can  hive  brown  on 
tertials,  secondaries  and  primaries  and  narrow  pale  buff  fringes  to  greater 
and  primary  coverts.  In  winter  plumage,  black  feathers  of  mantle,  chin, 
throat  and  upper  breast  show  very  few  pale  fringes  or  none  at  all;  in  fresh 
winter  plumage,  mid  to  lower  breast  tinged  warm  buff,  and  vent  and 
undertail-coverts  bull' to  rusty-buff 

Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  female 

Upperparts  vary  from  dull  grey-brown  to  brownish-grey.  Usually  uniform 
pale  mid-brown  (milk-chocolate  brown)  from  forehead  to  upper  rump, 
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including  sides  of  head,  sometimes  warmer  brown  on  forehead  and  fore- 
crown and  warm  rufous-brown  on  ear-coverts.  Wings  warm  rich  brown, 
browner  than  back,  with  paler  fringes  to  coverts.  Lower  rump  and  upper- 
tail-coverts  white.  Tail  white  with  dark  brown  central  feathers  and  broad 
brown  or  dark  brown  terminal  band  across  distal  quarter  of  all  outer 
feathers.  Chin  and  throat  warm  buff-brown,  sometimes  greyer  or  whitish, 
extending  across  breast  and  becoming  paler  and  fading  to  buff  wash  on 
belly.  Underwing  pale  grey  with  slightly  darker  brown  primaries,  con- 
trasting with  dark  grey  to  black  coverts.  See  note  on  plumages  of  all  female 
Eastern  Pied  on  page  157. 

First-winter  male  and  first-winter jemale 
Similar  to  adult  female. 

Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  race  opistholeuca 
Adult  summer  and  first-summer  male 

Forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle,  upper  back,  wings  and  scapulars  jet-black 
(on  some,  this  colour  is  more  dark  grey,  especially  on  crown  and  nape);  very 
slight  sheen  (not  gloss)  on  mantle,  upper  back  and  scapulars.  Lower  back, 
rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Fail  white  with  black  central  feathers 
and  black  terminal  band  across  distal  quarter  of  all  outer  feathers  (band 
may  appear  incomplete  at  very  close  range).  Chin  to  lower  belly  black  or 
dark  grey.  Undertail-coverts  white,  extending  on  some  to  lower  belly. 

Adult  winter  male 

As  adult  summer  male,  but  feathers  of  crown,  nape  and  breast  tinged 
brownish  or  grey-brown  and  belly  feathers  flecked  and  tipped  white.  Broad 
buff  fringes  and  tips  to  greater  coverts  and  tertials,  narrow  buff  fringes  and 
tips  to  secondaries  and  primary  coverts. 

108.  Adult  male  Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  picata  of  race  opistholeuca.  India.  December 

1977  (T.  Shi ota) 
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Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  jemale 

As  corresponding  plumages  of  adult  male,  but  drabber  and  duller  brown 
apart  from  rich  brown  on  ear-coverts  (fresh  plumage);  blackish  or  blackish- 
grey  wings  and  coverts;  sooty-brown  underparts,  becoming  paler  and 
fading  into  white  of  undertail-coverts.  See  note  on  females  of  all  races  of 
Eastern  Pied  on  page  157. 

First-winter  male 

As  adult  winter  male  except:  upperparts  dull  blackish-brown;  greater 
coverts  and  tertials  clearly  fringed  brownish;  primaries  and  secondaries 
brown;  terminal  tail-band  broader.  On  some,  edges  of  tertials  become  very 
pale,  and,  in  extreme  cases,  outer  greater  coverts  and  primary  coverts  also 
pale.  Blackish  terminal  band  to  tail  broader  than  on  adult. 

First-winter Jemale 

Resembles  adult  winter  female,  but  paler,  with  speckling  on  upperparts, 
formed  by  pale  centres  to  feathers. 


Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanthe  lugens 


Fig.  18.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanthe  lugens.  Rac  e halophila 
breeds  North  Africa,  and  nominate  lugens  northern  Egypt,  Sinai  and  Palestine.  Probably 
largely  resident,  especially  halophila , but  lugens  known  to  winter  northwest  Saudi  Arabia 
(Green  1984)  and  is  commoner  in  winter  along  Nile  Valley  (Short  & Horne  1981 ).  At  least  six 

other  races  outside  West  Palearctic 


Mourning  Wheatear  race  halophila 
Adult  summer,  first-summer  and  adult  winter  male 

Forehead,  crown,  nape,  hindneck  and  upper  mantle  light  buff  or  grey, 
tinged  white  especially  on  nape.  White  sides  to  crown  from  bill-base  to 
ear-coverts.  Lores  and  ear-coverts  black.  Lower  mantle,  wings  and 
scapulars  inky-black  or  jet-black,  inner  and  outer  webs  of  primaries  thinly 
margined  white,  virtually,  but  not  totally,  undetectable  in  flight.  Back, 
rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail  white  with  black  central  feathers 
and  broad  black  subterminal  band  across  distal  quarter  of  all  outer 
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leathers;  outer  leathers  usually  with  white  or  very  pale  bull  tips,  these 
decreasing  in  size  inwards,  and  not  always  present  or  noticeable  even  in 
flight.  Chin,  throat  and  sides  of  neck  black,  meeting  black  of  wings;  black  of 
throat  rarely  extends  to  upper  breast.  Rest  of  underparts  white,  though,  on 
some,  with  bufl  or  warm  orange  wash  on  breast;  vent  and  undertail-coverts 
light  warm  bufl,  can  be  orange  or  cinnamon  in  tone;  on  some,  this  colour 
restricted  to  the  vent.  Axillaries  and  underwing-coverts  black.  In  winter 
plumage,  duller,  with  some  pale  feather  tips  especially  on  wings  and  tail. 
First-summer  males  show  prominent  wingbars  on  median  and  greater 
coverts. 

Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  female 

Dull-grey  version  of  male.  Forehead,  crown,  mantle,  upper  back  and 
scapulars  pale  greyish  buff-brown.  Ear-coverts  normally  warm  brown,  this 
colour  extending  sometimes  onto  crown.  Supercilium  pale  buff  or  whitish, 
narrow,  but  broadening  over  ear-coverts.  W ings  dark  brown  or  brown, 
greater  coverts  (sometimes  also  medians)  and  tertials  usually  narrowly 
fringed  pale.  Lower  back,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail  as  on 
male.  Chin  and  throat  usually  blackish,  varying  in  intensity;  on  some, 
rather  pale  brown,  whilst  others  lack  any  black  on  underparts.  Rest  ol 


109.  Adult  male  Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  tugens  ol  race  hatnphila.  Morocco,  April  1984 

[P.  J.  Ba.steijietd) 
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110.  Adult  female  Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanthe  lugens  of  race  halophila,  Morocco,  March  1986 

(C.  Barnes) 


underparts  generally  white,  usually  washed  ofT-white  or  huffish  especially 
on  undertail-coverts,  which  can  be  tinged  orange-buffi  Winter  plumage 
duller  and  with  pale  brown  and  buff  fringes  and  tips  to  wing  feathers  and 
buffi  tips  and  some  fringes  to  tail  feathers. 

First-winter  male  and first-winter Jemale 

As  adult  winter  female,  but  generally  duller,  lacking  black,  and  with  pinky, 
sandy  or  gingery  tone  to  upperparts;  pronounced  wingbars  formed  by  pale 
tips  to  median  and  greater  coverts;  and  secondaries  and  primaries  tipped 
whitish  or  sandy. 

Mourning  Wheatear  race  lugens 
Adult  summer  and first-summer  male  and  jemale 

Both  sexes  closely  resemble  male  of  race  halophila , but  forehead,  crown  and 
nape  whiter,  with  pale  grey  or  brown  feather  fringes  and  tips  in  fresh 
plumage;  white  on  inner  webs  of  primaries  obvious  in  flight;  and.  on  some 
(most?),  undertail-coverts  have  heavier  orange  or  rufous-buffi  tone. 
Females  usually  have  brown  tinge  to  black  of  throat  and  mantle. 

Adult  winter  male  and  female 

As  adult  summer  except:  greater  coverts  and  especially  primary  coverts 
tipped  pale  bull' or  whitish;  and  flight  feathers  noticeably  browner  black, 
contrasting  with  mantle  and  scapulars,  which  are  duller  black  than  in 
su  mmer. 
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111.  Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanthe  lugens  of  race  lu gens,  Saudi  Arabia,  February  1977  {Peter  J. 
Irving).  (Note  how  black  upper  limit  of ‘face’  runs  through  eye) 


112.  Mourning  Wheatear  Oenanthe  lugens  of  race  lugens,  Jordan,  April/May  1983  (P.  Bore). 
(Note  extent  of  white  webs  in  flight  feathers) 
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First-winter  male  and female 

Resembles  first-winter  of  race  halophila,  but  mantle  and  scapulars  darker. 
Greater  coverts  and  flight  feathers  blackish,  fringed  and  tipped  whitish  or 
bull;  lesser  and  median  coverts  whitish-grey,  broadly  fringed  and  tipped 
paler.  Warm  buff  tinge  to  underparts,  especially  breast. 


Hooded  Wheatear  Oenanthe  monacha 


Fig.  19.  Distribution  of  Hooded  Wheatear  Oenanthe  monacha.  Mainly  resident,  but  some  wander 
south  and  east  of  breeding  range  in  winter.  May  winter  farther  south  along  Red  Sea  coast  than 
shown,  extrai.imital:  Cyprus  (2,  both  May  1875) 


Bill  characteristically  long,  the  longest  of  the  genus;  legs  rather  short,  and 
of  ten  concealed  in  hunched  and  squatting  stance. 

Adult  summer  male 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  white.  Lores,  ear-coverts,  mantle,  most  of  upper 


113.  Adult  female  Hooded  W’he&tear  Oenanthe  monacha.  Iran,  1977  (D.  Thomas) 
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1 14.  Adult  male  Hooded  Whcatear  Oenanthe  monacha,  Oman.  March  1985  (G.  Bundy ) 


back  and  scapulars  black,  rather  dull  in  tone.  Wing  feathers  jet-black, 
secondaries  and  tertials  with  some  pale  bully  or  ashy  feather  tips;  at  rest, 
wings  appear  long  and  pointed.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail 
white  with  black  central  feathers;  outermost  feathers  may  have  black  or 
grey  on  tips  of outer  webs.  Chin  and  throat  dull  black,  this  colour  extending 
to  mid  (occasionally  lower)  breast;  rest  of  underparts  white.  Underwing 
silver-grey  with  black  coverts. 

Adult  winter  male 

Forehead,  crown  and  nape  buffish-white  or  grey-buff,  occasionally  spotted 
brown.  Mantle  black,  in  fresh  plumage  with  feathers  tipped  or  flecked 
sand-grev  or  whitish.  Wing-coverts  brown,  when  worn  becoming  black  and 
narrowly  fringed  pale  buffor  white;  secondaries  and  primaries  dark  brown, 
tipped  whitish;  tertials  broadly  tipped  white  (though  tips  soon  wear  off). 
Rest  of  upperparts  as  adult  summer  male.  Chin  and  throat  white  or  whitish, 
with  varying  amounts  of  black  dependent  on  wear.  Black  feathers  ofbreast 
tipped  white,  sometimes  quite  heavily.  Underwing  pale  grey;  axillaries 
black,  narrowly  tipped  white. 

Adult  summer  and  adult  winter  female 

Upperparts  generally  pale.  Forehead,  crown,  mantle  to  top  of  back  grey- 
tinged  sandy  or  dull  sandy-brown  (recalling  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa 
striata ),  often  appearing  tinged  gingery.  Usually  have  narrow  dark  eye- 
stripe  behind  eye,  and,  on  some,  pale  rear  supercilium  behind  eye,  but 
generally  lores  and  sometimes  ear-coverts  uniform  with  crown  (ear-coverts 
can  show  contrasting  rufous  or  reddish-brown,  especially  in  autumn). 
Wings  dull  brown  or  brownish-grey,  flight  feathers  (slightly  browner)  and 
median  coverts  with  pale  sandy  or  buffish-white  fringes  and  tips  (narrower 
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115.  Adult  male  Hooded  YVheatear  Oenanthe'monacha , Egypt,  May  1983  (R.  Frost) 


1 16.  Adult  female  Hooded  Wheatear  Oenanthe  monacha,  Egypt,  April  1983  ( P . C.  Heathcote ) 

on  flight  feathers);  in  fresh  plumage,  tertials  have  quite  broad  sandy-buff 
fringes  and  tips,  becoming  white  when  worn.  Lower  back,  rump  and 
uppertail-coverts  whitish  (not  white)  with  creamy  or  orange-buff  tinge. 
Tail  sandy  or  rufous-buff,  with  brown  or  sandy-brown  central  feathers;  tips 
of  outermost  pair  brown,  sometimes  with  brownish  markings  at  tips  of 
remaining  outer  feathers.  Underparts  off-white;  in  fresh  summer  plumage, 
can  show  faint  grey-buff  breast-band  or  breast-sides  and  rusty-buff  or 
whitish-buff  tinge  to  vent  and  undertail-coverts.  In  autumn,  underparts 
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very  rich  orange  or  reddish-brown  with  bull  or  whitish-bull  on  chin  and 
throat  (this  bleaches  gradually).  Underwing  has  white  on  inner  webs  of 
flight  feathers  (wing  appears  very  pale)  and  buffy-whitish  underwing- 
coverts  and  axillaries. 

First-winter  male  and 'female 

First-winter  male  as  adult  winter  male  except:  forehead  to  mantle  pinky- 
buff  with  broad  feather  tips,  black  of  mantle  admixed  with  huffy  feathers; 
median  and  greater  coverts  blackish,  most  wing  feathers  f ringed  and  tipped 
pale  buff;  underparts  dirty  buff;  and  tail  as  adult  female,  but  usually  with 
more  extensive  brown  at  tips  of  outer  pair  of  feathers.  First-winter  female  as 
adult  winter  female. 


Hume’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe  alboniger 


fig.  20.  Distribution  ot  Hume’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe  alboniger.  Resident,  but  some  scant 
evidence  of  wintering  in  southern  Iraq  and  Kuwait 

Large,  with  pronounced  dome-shaped  head  and  strong  or  fairly  deep  bill. 
Adult  summer  male  and female 

Upperparts  deep  black  from  forehead  to  upper  back,  often  quite  glossy  on 
entire  head,  mantle,  upper  back  and  entire  wings.  Lower  back,  rump  and 
uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail  white  with  black  central  feathers  and  black 
terminal  band  across  distal  third  of  all  outer  feathers.  Chin  and  throat 
Ijlack,  meeting  black  of  upperparts.  Rest  of  underparts  white. 

Adult  winter  male  and  female 

As  adult  summer,  perhaps  with  browner  or  duller  tinge  to  feathers  of  body 
and  wing-coverts. 

First-winter  male  and  female 

Similar  to  adult  winter,  but  rather  sooty  or  brownish,  lacking  any  sheen. 
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117.  Adult  Hume’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe alboniger,  Iran,  1977  ( D . Thomas ) 


wing-coverts  brown,  often  with  narrow  white  or  pale  buff  fringes  and  tips. 
In  fresh  plumage,  narrow  white  tips  to  all  tail  feathers. 


White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucopyga 


Fig.  2 1 . Distribution  of  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucopyga.  Resident,  but  some 
wander  in  winter,  especially  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  range,  extraijmital:  Malta,  Spain, 

Cyprus,  Britain  & Ireland  (1) 

Adult  summer  and  first-summer  male  and  female 

Forehead,  crown,  nape,  mantle,  upper  back,  wings  and  scapulars  black;  on 
many,  varying  amount  of  white  on  crown  to  upper  nape,  most  adults  have 
complete  white  ‘cap’,  but  some  retain  black,  as  on  first-years.  Lores  and 
ear-coverts  black.  Lower  back,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail 
white  with  black  central  feathers;  outer  feathers  may  have  fine  black 
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subterminal  edges,  but  these  can  be  absent.  Underparts  from  chin  to  belly 
and  thighs  black;  lower  belly  to  undertail-coverts  white  (more  extensively 
than  on  Black  or  Eastern  Pied).  Underwing  black.  Distinctive  blue  gloss  on 
black  of  forehead,  mantle,  both  wing  surfaces,  scapulars  and  breast.  Race 
ernesti  (Sinai,  southern  Israel  and  southern  Jordan)  distinctly  more  blue- 
black  on  upperparts  and  has  some  black  at  tip  of  each  tail  feather  (but  not 
forming  band). 

Adult  winter  male  and female 

As  adult  summer,  but  underparts  browner  in  tone.  Individuals  in  active 
moult  from  summer  to  winter  are  less  glossy,  and  wing  and  tail  feathers 
more  brown  than  black. 

First-winter  male  and female 

Resembles  adult  winter,  but  crown  always  initially  dark;  on  white-crowned 
individuals,  white  develops  gradually,  starting  with  white  feather  tips. 
Glossy  tones  confined  usually  to  breast,  mantle  and  coverts. 


118.  Adult  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  leucopvga.  Morocco,  April  1984  (At.  J. 

Tarrant) 


Black  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  leucura 
Adult  summer  and first-summer  male 

Head,  mantle,  back  and  scapulars  black  or  blackish-brown,  mantle  and 
back  with  sooty  sheen.  Upperwing  dark  brown,  coverts  blackish  with  sooty 
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Fig.  22.  Distribution  of  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucura.  Resident,  but  some  post-breeding 
dispersal  probable  (Vaurie  1949).  extralimital:  Britain  & Ireland  (2),  Malta  and  Egypt  (2) 

sheen.  Rump  and  uppertail-coverts  white.  Tail  white  with  black  central 
feathers  and  black  band  across  distal  third  of  all  outer  feathers.  Chin  to 
lower  belly  black  or  blackish-brown,  with  distinctive  sooty  sheen  to  breast 
and  flanks.  Underwing  greyish-brown  with  contrasting  black  coverts. 
Undertail-coverts  white.  Race  syenitica  (North  Africa)  has  brown  tinge  to 
black  of  crown  and  broader  black  terminal  tail-band  (especially  on  male); 
feathers  of  lower  flanks  and  ventral  area  often  w hite  or  white-tipped. 

Note  that  this  species  has  only  one  moult  (in  autumn)  each  year;  many 
feathers  are  therefore  fringed  pale  or  buff  in  worn  summer  plumage. 

Adult  winter  male 

As  adult  summer  male,  but  dark  plumage  is  jet-black  and  lacks  sooty  sheen. 
Some  feathers  of  lower  belly  and  rear  flanks  have  white  or  pale  tips. 

Adult  summer  Jemale 

Resembles  summer  male  except:  underparts  and  flight  feathers  much 


119.  Adult  female  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucura,  Morocco,  March  1978  ( R . F.  Porter ) 
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browner  in  tone  (especially  on  syenitica)\  upperparts  lack  sheen;  breast, 
belly  and  flanks  often  paler;  undertail-coverts  buffy  or  dull  off-white. 

Adult  winter  female 

As  adult  summer  female  except:  ear-coverts,  nape  and  sides  of  neck  often 
appear  rich  or  deep  brown.  On  syenitica , underparts  paler  brown  and  can 
have  greyish  feathers  in  centre  of  belly. 

First-winter  male  and  female 

Resembles  adult  winter  except:  dark  colours  more  sootv  or  black  in  tone, 
some  feathers  narrowly  tipped  greyish  (on  females,  tipping  confined  to 
belly  and  ventral  region);  flight  feathers  browner;  terminal  tail-band  some- 
times narrower. 


120.  Adult  female  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucura.  Spain,  June  1984  ( G . D.  & Y.  S.  Dean) 
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Peter  Clement , 69  Harecrojt  Road , Wisbech,  Cambridgeshire  PE13 1RL 

Constructive  comments,  and  additional  photographic  prints  or  transparencies  (particularly 
of  species  with  few  illustrations  in  this  paper),  will  be  gratefully  received  by  the  author.  Eds 
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122. 


Juvenile 


Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula , Kent,  July  1984.  Note  comparatively 
broad  but  incomplete  breast-ring  (/?./.  Chandler) 


Three  species  of  ‘ringed’  plover  Charadrius  occur  — or  have 
occurred  — in  western  Europe:  Ringed  C.  hiaticula . Little 
Ringed  C.  dubius , and  the  North  American  species,  Semipalmated  Plover  C. 
semipalmatus.  It  is  from  these  that  we  have  to  choose  the  subject  of  this 
month’s  mystery  photograph.  As  with  most  waders,  it  is  helpful  to  start  by 
ageing  the  individual  concerned.  It  is  a juvenile,  as  shown  by  the  scapulars 
and  wing-coverts  with  their  dark  sub-terminal  lines  and  pale  fringes.  This 


123.  Young  juvenile  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius.  Kent.  July  1985.  This 
individual  retains  strands  of  tail-down  (R.J.  Chandler) 
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124.  M ystery  photograph  126.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


plumage  feature  is  shared  by  all  three  species,  as  are  the  pale  legs,  so,  to  take 
the  problem  farther,  other  identification  factors  must  be  considered. 

In  many  respects,  the  characters  of  Semipalmated  are  intermediate 
between  those  of  Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers,  especially  on  the 
ground,  when  the  Little  Ringed’s  lack  of  wing-bar  is  not  apparent  . Ringed 
is  the  largest,  appearing  more  bulky,  with  a proportionately  larger  head 
and  a slightly  longer,  thicker  bill.  In  comparison,  Semipalmated  and, 
particularly,.  Little  Ringed,  appear  more  slender  and  delicate.  Semi- 
palmated has  a slightly  shorter,  abruptly  pointed  bill,  whilst  that  of  Little 
Ringed  is  finer  and  more  uniformly  tapered.  In  juvenile  plumage,  the  dark 
breast-ring  is  usually  wider  on  Ringed  (but  may  be  broken  at  the  centre, 
plate  122),  and  narrower  on  the  other  two.  Juvenile  Little  Ringed  also 
usually  has  a broken  breast-ring,  but  Semipalmated’s  is  more  often 
complete.  Head  patterns  tend  to  vary  a little  within  species,  becoming  more 
contrasting  as  autumn  progresses,  but  typically  both  Ringed  and  Semi- 
palmated Plovers  have  white  foreheads  from  which  a supercilium  extends 
more-or-less  continuously  to  well  behind  the  eye.  Juvenile  Little  Ringed 
shows  little  or  no  supercilium. 

Even  as  quite  young  juveniles,  Little  Ringed  Plovers  have  fairly  obvious 
eye-rings,  though  these  are  a rather  fleshy  yellow,  much  less  bright  than 
those  of  adults.  Given  a good  view,  juvenile  Semipalmated  Plovers  can  also 
be  seen  to  have  a yellowish  eye-ring,  though  this  is  narrower  than  on  Little 
Ringed.  Juvenile  Ringed  Plovers  do  not  show  an  eye-ring. 

With  these  points  in  mind,  we  can  return  to  the  mystery  bird.  Pro- 
portional head  size,  head  pattern,  the  hint  of  an  eye-ring,  the  short 
pyramidal-tipped  bill  and  narrow  breast-band  all  suggest  a Semipalmated 
Plover,  file  partial  webbing  visible  between  the  two  outer  toes  of  this  bird  is 
not  entirely  diagnostic,  since  Ringed  Plovers  also  have  vestigial  webbing 
between  the  outer  toes.  A good  view  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  webbing 
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between  the  centre  and  inner  toe  is  required  to  be  certain  of  the  species 
involved. 

1 here  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  best  indication  of  the  presence  of  a 
Semipalmated  Plover  is  its  call:  a higher  pitched  version  of  the  ‘che-wink’ 
call  of  Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus  (‘che-wi’  or  ‘chui’),  quite  different 
from  the  calls  of  either  Ringed  Plover  (‘poo-i’  or  ‘too-li’)  or  Little  Ringed 
Plover  (‘pee-u’). 

I photographed  the  mystery  bird  in  New  York,  USA,  in  September  1985. 

R.  J.  Chandler 


Notes 

i ■■■■■■Hi 

Yellow  orbital  ring  of  Semipalmated  and  Ringed  Plovers  I)r  Walsh’s 
note  on  the  yellow  orbital  ring  of  Semipalmated  Plover  Charadrius  semi- 
palmatus  {Brit.  Birds  78:  661)  prompts  me  to  report  that  it  is  not  a feature 
only  of  summer  adults,  but  also  of  juveniles,  as  can  be  seen  from  plate 

1 25. 

My  experience  of  Semipalmated  Plovers  is  limited  to  September,  but  all 
the  juveniles  I have  watched  closely  have  shown  a clear,  though  narrow. 

125.  Juvenile  Semipalmated  Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus.  California,  L'SA,  September  19H4 

(R.J.  Chandler) 
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yellow  orbital  ring.  As  a consequence,  I believe  it  is  likely  to  be  a year-round 
feature  of  the  species  at  all  ages,  as  is  the  more  prominent  orbital  ring  ol  the 
Little  Ringed  Plover  C.  dubius.  Thus,  given  good  views,  the  orbital  ring 
should  provide  a useful  feature  for  separating  putative  vagrant  juvenile 
Semipalmateds  from  Ringed  Plovers  C.  hiaticula. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  1978  St  Agnes  Semipalmated  Plover 
(Brit.  Birds  73:  458-464)  had  a ‘narrow,  dull  yellow  orbital  ring  visible  at 
close  range’.  In  contrast,  the  juvenile  Semipalmated  Plover  portrayed  in 
the  Audubon  Master  Guide  to  Birding  (vol.  1 , page  327),  which  barely  shows  an 
orbital  ring,  is  not  altogether  typical:  it  is  very  young,  still  retaining  some 
down,  with  its  orbital  ring  colour  still  to  develop  fully. 

In  the  case  of  Ringed  Plovers,  only  breeding  adult  males  have  an  orbital 
ring  prominent  enough  to  be  seen  in  the  field  (cf.  BWP\o\.  3.  page  140);  it  is 
my  experience,  however,  that  this  feature  is  not  shown  by  all  breeding 
males. 

The  orbital  ring  is  not  mentioned  as  a feature  ofjuveniles  of  either  species 
by  Hayman  et  at.  (1986,  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the 
world),  though  it  is  shown  (plate  33)  as  more  obvious  on  juvenile  Semi- 
palmated than  on  juvenile  Ringed  Plover.  R.  J.  Chandler 

2 Rusland  Avenue , Orpington,  Kent  BR68AU 


Long-toed  Stint  with  dark  legs  On  4th  May  1985,  while  watching 
migrant  waders  on  a brackish  pool  at  Beidaihe,  northeast  China,  I came 
across  a summer-plumaged  adult  Long-toed  Stint  Calidris  subminuta  which 
had  legs  and  feet  of  a uniform  darkish  brown  with  a very  slight  flesh  tinge.  1 
observed  it  at  distances  down  to  10m;  as  it  was  feeding  on  top  of  a floating 
and  saturated  mat  of  vegetation,  I am  certain  that  it  was  not  mud  that 
caused  this  leg  discoloration.  Although  I did  not  see  the  stint  at  a range  of 
more  than  20m,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  assume  that,  at  a distance,  its  legs 
may  have  appeared  blackish.  All  Long-toed  Stints  seen  previously  and 
subsequently  had  a distinctly  yellowish  tinge  to  the  leg  colour,  which 
therefore  appeared  noticeably  paler.  The  potential  pitfalls  of  a dark-legged 
Long-toed  Stint,  especially  in  its  less  distinctive  winter  plumage,  are 
obvious.  There  is  no  reference  to  such  a variant  in  the  literature,  although 
Little  Stint  has  apparently  been  recorded  with  yellow-toned  legs. 

G . J . Carey 

77a  Princess  Victoria  Street,  Clifton.  Bristol  BS84DD 

According  to  B WP  vol.  3,  the  legs  of  Little  Stint  are  ‘pale  brown,  brown-grey,  or  brown  with 
vellow-grey  tinge  in  summer,  dark  grey-brown  or  dark  brown  in  winter'  (adults),  or  ‘dark 
brown  to  brownish-black,  shading  to  adult  colour  from  September’  (juveniles),  although 
(page  303)  ‘occasionally  dark  green  and  (once)  yellow  in  tone’;  and  those  of  Long- toed  Stint 
‘yellow-grey  or  yellow-brown  to  greenish,  or  olive,  especially  at  joints’.  Hayman  et  at.  ( 1986, 
Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide)  gave  the  leg  colour  of  Little  as  ‘normally  black  or  greyish-black, 
but  sometimes  tinged  brownish’,  and  of  Long-toed  as  ‘variably  yellowish-brown,  greenish- 
yellow,  or  greenish,  sometimes  pale  orange-yellow’.  Kds 

Ageing  criteria  for  Dunlins  in  the  field  Although  it  is  easy  to  age 
Dunlins  Calidris  alpina  in  the  hand,  field  identification  can  prove  difficult. 
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126.  I ypical  adult  Dunlin  Cahdris  alpina,  showing  grey  vving-eoverts  and  tertials,  each  with 
only  very  fine  white  fringes;  Essex,  October  1984  (R.  Glover) 


127.  Wings  of  Dunlins  Calidris  alpina.  Top.  individual  in  autumn  of  its  second  year,  w ith  very 
lew  remaining  juvenile  inner  median  coverts;  buff  fringes  on  newlv  moulted  adult  feathers 
could  be  confused  with  those  of  juvenile.  Centre,  late-winter  adult  showing  even  grev  feathers, 
with  white  fringes  on  innermost  median  and  lesser  coverts.  Bottom,  first-w  inter  in  late  w inter, 
w ith  fringes  characteristic  of  juvenile  plumage,  although  some  have  been  considerable  worn 
(especially  central  and  median  coverts) (N.  .4.  Clark) 


[The  inclusion  of  plates  127-129  in  colour  lias  been  subsidised  b\  /KISS  \\  est  Germain  ] 
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128.  Juvenile  and  adult  tertials,  greater  and  median  coverts  of  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina  in  winter. 
Adult  feathers  have  very  narrow  pale  fringe  where  feather  has  worn.  On  juvenile  feathers,  bull' 
fringe  remains  intact  only  on  greater  covert  (top  left);  tertial  and  median  coverts  have  all 
completely  lost  buff  fringe;  but  central  part  of  juvenile  feathers  is  much  less  uniform  (N.  A. 

Clark) 


and  mistakes  are  often  made.  For  instance,  in  a recent  paper  (Brit.  Birds  78: 
419-427),  one  picture  (plate  200,  repeated  here  as  plate  126)  was  wrongly 
captioned  as  first-winter  when  it  was  in  fact  adult.  Close  examination  shows 
that  the  buff  edges  referred  to  in  the  caption  are  extremely  narrow,  whereas 
on  a juvenile  Dunlin  in  October  the  buff  edges  are  considerably  wider  (as 
can  be  seen  in  plate  129). 

Although  already  well  covered  in  the  literature,  it  may  be  helpful  to  recap 
some  basic  points.  Juveniles  of  many  small  sandpipers  do  not  moult  their 
median  and  greater  coverts  and  tertials  in  their  first  autumn.  Thus,  first- 
winter  birds  can  be  aged  by  the  presence  of  juvenile  coverts,  which  have  a 
bulf-coloured  fringe  around  the  feathers. 

Juvenile  plumage  of  Dunlins  is  characteristically  brown  with  buff  fringes 
to  many  feathers.  As  the  juveniles  migrate  south,  they  undergo  a partial 
body  moult  (plate  129).  In  late  autumn,  when  this  moult  has  been 
completed,  juveniles  resemble  adults,  with  the  exception  of  their  wing  and 
tail  feathers,  all  of  which  remain  unmoulted.  It  is  still  possible  to  age 
Dunlins  in  the  field  throughout  their  first  winter  by  looking  at  the  wing- 
coverts  and  tertials  (plate  128).  On  juveniles,  the  wing-coverts  have  broad 
buff  fringes,  whereas  adult  wing-coverts  have  only  a very  narrow  white 
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fringe.  I his  difference  is  also  obvious  on  the  tertials;  in  addition,  however, 
the  central  part  ol  the  juvenile  leathers  has  a very  dark  area  near  the  tip 
just  behind  the  bull  fringe.  As  winter  progresses,  the  buff  fringes  tend  to 
wear,  especially  near  the  tip,  as  can  be  seen  in  plate  128;  this  makes  the 
identification  of  juveniles  more  difficult,  but  not  impossible. 

I he  situation  is  complicated  still  further.  Plate  127  shows  w ings  of  an 
adult  and  a first-winter  from  March,  as  well  as  a second-summer  in  moult 
(top)  which  has  buff  fringes  to  its  median  coverts  and  tertials.  These  fringes 
are  different  from  those  on  juvenile  coverts  in  that  the  buff  grades  into  the 
grey  of  the  wing,  whereas  on  juveniles  there  is  a buff  band  around  the  edge. 
When  observed  in  the  field,  adults  with  buff  fringes  are  likely  to  be  mistaken 
for  juveniles,  so  great  care  should  be  taken  in  ageing  Dunlins  after 
November.  These  adults  with  buff  fringes  are  rare  in  wintering  populations 
on  the  Severn,  Wash,  Forth  and  Anglesey  (Clark  1984),  but  comprise  20% 
of  the  Dunlins  passing  through  Poland  in  autumn  (Gromadzka  & 
Przystupa  1984).  At  present,  the  wintering  area  of  these  birds  is  not  known; 
it  seems  unlikely  that  many  winter  in  Britain,  although  Dunlins  wintering 
only  a few  kilometres  apart  may  have  different  origins  and  migration  routes 
f Clark  1988).  Nigel  A.  Clark 

Zoology  Department , Edinburgh  University,  West  Mains  Road,  Edinburgh  EH93JT 

129.  Typical  juvenile  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina  in  early  autumn;  note  broad  bull  fringes  to 
wing-coverts  and  tertials,  although  a lew  feathers  have  been  replaced  by  adult  feathers  on 

back;  September  1974  (N.  A.  Clark) 
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Plumages  of  breeding  female  Ruffs  It  is  not  widely  appreciated  that 
breeding  female  Rolfs  Philomachus  pugnax  may  exhibit  plumages  which, 
while  not  perhaps  having  quite  the  dramatic  variety  of  colour  characteris- 
tics of  breeding  males,  none-the-less  may  show  considerable  variation. 


130.  Adult  female  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax,  Kent,  July  1985  (/?../•  Chandler ) 


The  Handbook  (vol.  IV,  page  285)  in  discussing  the  adult  summer  female 
unequivocally  states  ‘ ...  no  marked  variations  . . . ’,  while  BWP  (vol.  3, 
page  386)  under  Field  Characters  says  ‘ . . . shows  little  colour  variation’. 
This  view  is  reinforced  by  the  comparative  similarity  of  the  two  adult 
breeding  females  illustrated  in  BWP  (vol.  3,  plate  39),  and  moreover  is 
implied  by  all  the  major  field  guides.  Hayman  el  at.  (1986,  Shorebirds:  an 
identification  guide  to  the  waders  oj the  world ) simply  stated  that  breeding  females 
are  ‘variable’,  without  indicating  the  degree  of  variation. 

In  the  detailed  discussion  of  Plumages  in  BWP  (vol.  3,  page  400), 
however,  the  variability  of  summer  females  is  in  fact  recognised,  with  three 
colour  morphs  being  described,  and  reference  being  made  to  further 
varieties.  In  brief,  at  one  end  of  the  range  of  plumages  is  the  ‘typical’ 
breeding  female,  described  as  characteristically  dark,  with  a black  crown 
and  many  black  feathers  (though  having  pale  grey  to  off-white  tips  and 
fringes)  in  the  mantle,  scapulars,  wing-coverts  and  tertials.  At  the  other  end 


[flic  inclusion  of  plates  130-132  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  ZEISS  West  Germany] 
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131.  Adult  male  (left)  and  adult  female  Rufls  Philomackus  pugnax , Kent.  July  1985  (/?./. 

C handler ) 

of  the  range  are  rather  pale  females,  with  the  crown  a light  cinnamon- 
brown  and  the  mantle,  scapulars,  wing-coverts  and  tertials  cinnamon  with 
black  sub-terminal  marks  or  bars. 

Photographs  of  summer  female  Ruffs  in  a range  of  plumage  morphs  have 
been  published,  usually  in  black-and-white,  when  the  differences  are  not 
dramatic,  and  have  passed  unremarked  (compare,  for  example,  Brit.  Birds 
44:  plate  43a;  52:  plate  56;  62:  plate  52a;  65:  plate 28a;  and  75:  plate  190).  In 
the  field,  away  from  their  breeding  areas,  the  more  brightly  coloured 
females  are  easily  dismissed  as  males  which  have  either  not  yet  gained,  or 
have  lost,  their  ruffs  and  ear-tufts. 

The  accompanying  plates  (130-132)  show  two  individuals  that  give 


132.  Adult  female  Ruff Philomachus pugnax , Kent,  July  1985  (R.J.  Chandler) 
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a good  idea  of  the  range  of  plumages  that  ma^  be  acquired  by  summer 
female  Ruffs:  one  (probably  first-summer)  is  rather  dark,  the  other 
(probably  adult)  is  unusually  bright  and  ‘tiger-striped’.  Both  were 
photographed  in  Kent  on  4th  July  1985.  Six  or  seven  males  and  two  females 
were  present  at  the  site;  two  or  three  of  the  males  retained  most  of  their  ruffs, 
while  even  those  most  advanced  into  autumn  moult  showed  some  remain- 
ing ruff  feathers.  The  females  were  thus  identifiable  on  plumage  grounds,  as 
well  as  on  size.  Note  that  in  plate  131  the  male  Ruff  shown  has  white  tufts, 
and  that  such  males  are  often  comparatively  small  (BMP  vol.  3,  page 
401).  R.  J.  Chandler 

2 Rusland  Avenue , Orpington , Kent  BR68AU 

Separation  of  Pintail  Snipe  from  Snipe  In  the  solution  to  Mystery 
photographs  1 10’  (Brit.  Birds  79:  82-84),  a difference  in  the  pattern  of  the 
lower  scapulars,  which  is  very  useful  when  separating  Pintail  Snipe 
Gallinago  stenura  from  Snipe  G.  gallinago  on  the  ground,  went  unmentioned. 

On  Snipe,  the  margin  on  the  outer  web  is  rather  broad  and  whitish, 
whereas  on  the  inner  web  the  margin  is  rusty  and  often  narrower.  When  the 
scapulars  hang  loosely  over  the  folded  wing,  this  gives  the  impression  of 
diagonal  whitish  streaks.  This  pattern  is  best  seen  on  the  central  lower 
scapulars.  It  should  be  noted  that,  although  clearly  visible  in  the  field,  the 
difference  between  the  colour  tone  of  the  inner  and  outer  margin  is  much 
less  easily  seen  in  photographs. 

In  contrast,  the  lower  scapulars  on  Pintail  Snipe  are  edged  pale  buff  on 
both  the  inner  and  the  outer  webs,  at  least  near  the  tip  (plate  133).  This 

133.  Upperparts  of  Pintail  Snipe  Gallinago  stenura  (Urban  Olsson) 
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produces  a rather  scalloped  appearance  on  the  sitting  bird.  On  both 
species,  the  width  ol  these  margins  is  variable,  being  narrower  on  juveniles, 
and  also  becoming  so  through  wear. 

Great  Snipe  G.  media  is  somewhat  intermediate  in  respect  of  this  charac- 
ter, but  most  resembles  Snipe.  Urban  Olsson 

Lars  Kaggsgatan  11-30 , 5-41503  Goteborg , Sweden 


Reaction  of  Blackcap  to  sudden  noise  At  about  05.00 GMT  on  23rd  May 
1985,  near  West  Bagborough,  I aunton,  Somerset,  I saw  a female  Blackcap 
Sylvia  atricapilla  on  a nest  in  trailing  honeysuckle  Lonicera  periclymenum.  As  I 
watched  from  1.5  m,  a loud  shot  was  heard  from  a nearby  field.  The 
Blackcap  immediately  moved  off  the  nest  and  inverted  itself;  while  it  clung 
to  the  side  ol  the  nest,  its  tail  projected  vertically  upwards  and  its  crown 
pointed  to  the  ground.  The  Blackeap  remained  immobile  in  this  inverted 
position  for  five  to  six  seconds  before  slipping  away  silently  into  the  under- 
growth. The  nest  contained  four  eggs.  A.  P.  Radford 

Crossways  Cottage , West  Bagborough,  Taunton,  Somerset  TA43EG 

Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie  and  Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons  have  both  commented  that  the  proximity  of  the 
observer  could  also  have  influenced  the  behaviour  of  the  Blackcap.  Further  comparable 
records  will  be  welcomed.  Eds 


Apparently  blind  Jackdaw  feeding,  preening  and  flying  On  16th 
April  1985,  on  Lyon  Estate,  Co.  Kildare,  Ireland,  1 noted  a Jackdaw  Corvus 
monedula  standing  and  feeding  on  a potato.  Although  1 should  have  been 
clearly  visible  to  the  bird  and  was  about  20  m from  it,  it  appeared  oblivious 
to  my  presence.  I approached  to  within  5 m:  the  bird  was  alert  to  any  small 
noise  and  ceased  feeding,  standing  upright  and  turning  its  head  from  side  to 
side;  I remained  silent  and  it  resumed  feeding,  hammering  the  potato  with 
its  bill  and  eating  small  fragments,  feeding  being  interspersed  with  regular 
bill-wiping  and  preening.  Apart  from  being  obviously  unaware  of  my 
presence,  the  Jackdaw  appeared  to  be  in  good  condition  and  did  not  seem  to 
be  sluggish  or  unco-ordinated.  I walked  slowly  and  silently  closer  and  sat 
within  1 m of  the  bird.  Both  its  eyes  and  a band  stretching  between  them 
across  the  top  of  the  bill  were  a mass  of  healed  scar  tissue;  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  other  injury.  I passed  my  hand  slowly  in  front  of  its  head  so 
as  to  cast  a shadow  over  each  eye,  but  this  failed  to  provoke  any  reaction 
and  I concluded  that  the  Jackdaw  was  totally  blind.  I allowed  it  to  finish 
most  of  the  potato  and  attempted  to  catch  it,  but  it  gave  a sudden  jump  and 
flew  strongly  to  a height  of  3-4  m,  hovered  with  shallow  wingbeats  and 
drifted  with  the  wind  towards  a copse  10  m away;  when  one  wing  hit  a 
branch,  it  swung  in  that  direction  and  ‘paddled’  with  its  feet  until  they 
made  contact,  then  landed  on  the  branch  and  started  preening.  The 
Jackdaw  remained  in  this  position  for  three  or  four  minutes,  before  flying  off 
with  the  same  characteristic  shallow  wingbeats  towards  a noisy  rookery' 
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50  m from  its  original  position.  It  flew  into  a branch  in  a similar  manner  to 
that  described  above,  and  walked  along  the  branch  and  out  of  sight. 

Pete  Robertson 
The  Game  Conservancy , Fordingbridge , Hampshire  SP6 1EF 

The  members  of  the  Behaviour  Notes  Panel  considered  it  amazing  that  thejackdaw  should 
be  alive  at  all  if  wholly  blind  for  other  than  a very  short  time.  Eds 

Chaffinch  apparently  sipping  water  during  flight  At  15.00  GMT  on 
12th  June  1985,  by  Farley  Water,  near  Lynton,  Devon,  I saw  a female 
Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs  which  had  been  feeding  two  flying  young  in 
nearby  hawthorn  bushes  fly  repeatedly  upstream  over  the  fast-flowing 
moorland  river  while  dipping,  apparently  to  sip  the  water.  At  the  time,  the 
river  was  full;  no  insects  or  other  possible  food  items  were  seen  on  the  water 
surface.  A.  P.  Radford 

Crossways  Cottage,  West  Bagborough,  Taunton,  Somerset  TA4  3EG 

Despite  the  apparent  lack  offloating  food  items,  the  possibility  remains  that  food  rather  than 
drink  was  the  attraction;  DrC.  H.  Fry  has  drawn  attention  to  the  difficulty  in  interpreting  such 
observations,  citing  his  experience  with  bee-eaters  Merops  observed  ‘fishing’  (The  Bee-ealers, 
1984,  pages  220-222).  Eds 


^rhmtp-fiUf  pears  ago... 


‘In  spite  of  many  statements  open  to  a difference  of  opinion,  and  some  blunders,  this  little  book 
will  be  undoubtedly  useful  to  those  who  are  beginners  in  ornithology  or  know  nothing  of 
migration,  for  whom  the  book  is  evidently  primarily  intended.’  Review  ofT.  A.  Coward’s  The 
Migration  o)  Birds  by  C.  B.  Ticehurst  (Brit.  Birds  5:  344,  May  1912) 


Announcements 


Pauline  Jean  Cook  (1941-1986) 

Fhe  British  Birds  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’,  PJC  Award  for  Individual 
Merit 

Pauline  was  a good  critic  and  ardent  admirer  of  monochromatic  art. 
Tragically,  she  died  on  27th  July  1 986  of  brain  cancer,  on  the  eve  of  her  first 
joint  exhibition  of  paper  seulpture.  She  was  invaluable  to  her  daughters, 
Jane  (2 1 ) and  Sarah  (18),  and  the  most  dependable  adviser  and  co-worker 
of  her  husband,  David,  in  his  art  work. 

Pauline  always  enjoyed  seeing  the  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  exhibits, 
and  a suggestion  she  made  is  now  to  be  realised  in  her  memory.  An 
additional  award,  to  be  named  ‘The  PJC  Award  for  Individual  Merit’,  will 
be  presented  for  a single  piece  of  work  selected  each  year  by  the  judges  of 


134.  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  'tear:  the  PJC  Award  for  Individual  Merit 

the  British  Birds  'Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  competition.  R.  M.  May. 
head  of  the  Silver  and  Jewellery  Department  of  the  Medway  College  of 
Design,  was  commissioned  to  design  and  make  the  trophy  (plate  134), 
which  will  be  held  for  one  year  by  each  winning  artist. 

As  Pauline  was  by  profession  a librarian,  an  inscribed  book  of  the 
winner’s  choice  will  be  given  as  a permanent  symbol  of  the  achievement, 
since  the  trophy  itself  will  be  re-presented  annually. 

New  BBRC  members  Following  P.  J.  Grant's  retirement  in  December 
1986  {Brit.  Birds  80:  22)  and  the  retirement  by  rotation  on  10th  April  1987  of 
the  longest-standing  member.  Roy  Dennis,  who  had  served  on  the  Rarities 
Committee  for  19  years,  tw  o vacancies  existed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Commit- 
tee. The  first  was  filled  by  Steve  Gantlett,  w ho  has  been  co-opted  from  1st 
January  1987.  The  second  was  taken  by  Alan  Brow  n w ho,  in  the  absence  of 
further  nominations  {Brit.  Birds  79:  451),  started  his  official  term  of 
membership  on  10th  April  1987. 
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New  ‘British  BirdShop’  is  even  better  Starting  this  month,  'British 
BirdShop’  orders  will  be  dealt  with  even  more  efficiently.  To  provide  the 
best  possible  service  to  British  Birds  subscribers,  orders  will  now  be  sent 
directly  to  our  despatchers,  Natural  History  Book  Service,  rather  than  via 
‘Fountains’.  This  will  ensure  that  they  are  dealt  with  even  more  quickly 
than  in  the  past. 

Orders  can  be  sent  either  ( 1 ) by  post,  using  the  British  BirdShop  form,  or 
(2)  by  telephone.  In  order  to  qualify  for  the  special  post-free  facility 
available  ONLY  to  British  Birds  subscribers,  please  quote  your  British  Birds 
subscription  number  (which  appears  on  your  address  sheet  each  month). 

\’ou  can  now  pay  by  post  with  cheque  or  postal  order  (in  £,  IR£,  or  US$),  • 
by  GIRO  (into  British  Birds  account  number  37  588  6303)  and  by  post  or 
telephone  with  Access/Yisa/ Master  Card/ Eurocard.  All  payments  should 
be  made  to  British  Birds  Ltd. 

Books  on  the  current  month’s  ‘British  BirdShop'  page  (xiii  in  this  issue) 
are  sent  POST  FRLE  to  British  Birds  subscribers.  All  other  natural  history 
books  can  be  ordered  using  ‘British  BirdShop’,  but  are  subject  to  postal  and 
packing  charges  of  10%,  up  to  a maximum  of  £3.50  per  order. 

All  orders  using  ‘British  BirdShop’  (or  by  telephone  quoting  your  British 
Birds  membership  number)  substantially  help  to  finance  extra  pages  and 
photographs  in  British  Birds  and  benefit  all  subscribers. 

Please  use  ‘British  BirdShop’  to  order  all  your  bird  books. 

Bird-sound  recordings  available  We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  the 
1 5-disc  or  1 6-cassette  sets  of  A Field  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  oj  Britain  and  Europe 
by  Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Boswall  are  now'  available  again.  They  are 
obtainable,  at  special  reduced  prices  for  BB  subscribers,  through  British 
BirdShop. 

British  BirdShop  also  now  includes  the  3-cassette  The  Bird-U'a/ker 
recordings  by  Jean  Roche. 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  new  books  are  now 
available  post  free  to  BB  subscribers  through  British  BirdShop: 

Fitter  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  Wild  Flowers  of  Britain  and  Northern  Europe 
Knystautas  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR 
Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  oj  Israel 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe 
Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain 
Simmons  & Prytherch  The  Sunning  Behaviour  o)  Birds 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 

Requests 


Transparencies  of  1986  rarities  Anyone  with  high-qualit\  colour  transparencies  of  a 1986 
rarity  is  asked  to  loan  the  originals  to  us  for  possible  use  (perhaps  in  colour)  in  the  next  rarities 
report.  To  be  considered,  transparencies  must  arrive  with  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharroek  (Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MKietXj)  before  15th  June.  Thank  you. 
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Photographs  of  Radde’s,  Dusky  and  Yellow-streaked  Warblers  Anvone  with 
photographs  ol  Radde’s  Phylloscopus  schwarzi.  Dusky  P.Juscatus  or  Yellow-streaked  Warblers/5. 
armandii  is  asked  to  loan  these  to  us  for  reference  purposes  and  possible  inclusion  in  British 
Birds  with  a forthcoming  paper  by  Steve  Madge.  Please  send  prints  or  slides  to  Mrs  Sheila 
Cobban.  Fountains,  Park  Fane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK.lt  5N| 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  “British  Birds' 


Estuaries — good  news  and  bad  Threats  to 
our  estuaries  are  ever  present,  so  it  is  good  to 
hear  of  something  positive  now  and  again, 
even  if  it  is  surrounded  by  gloom.  The  ‘good’ 
news  is  that  plans  to  build  a marina  on  the 
intertidal  mudflats  adjacent  to  Southend 
Pier,  Essex,  have  been  temporarily  shelved 
due  to  environmental  objections.  The 
scheme  would  remove  about  300  ha  (750 
acres)  from  an  SSSI  which  holds  inter- 
nationally important  numbers  of  Redshanks 
Tringa  totanus , Grey  Plov  ers  Pluvialis  squatarola 
and  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla.  Supporters  of 
the  scheme  are  still  hopeful  that  they  can  get 
it  approved  next  year,  so  objections  should 
still  be  directed  at  District  Councillors.  The 
bad  news  starts  with  news  that  moves  to  list 
The  Wash  as  a wetland  of  international 
importance  under  the  Ramsar  Convention 
have  been  opposed  by  the  Ministry  ol 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Astonish- 
ing, not  only  in  view  of  the  established 
importance  of  this  wetland,  but  also  because 
it  is  thought  that  the  Ministry  has  objected 
because  it  sees  a potential  for  creating  more 
arable  land.  Surpluses  must  be  good  business 
for  someone!  The  really  bad  news  is  that  a 
major  re-development  scheme  in  Cardiff  will 
remove  the  tidal  estuaries  of  the  rivers  Faff 
and  Elv.  Remove  means  destroy— no  longer 
will  mam  waders  and  wildfowl  return  to  this 
area  in  the  heart  of  Cardiff.  Some  7.000 
Dunlins  Calidris  alpina.  2.000  Knots  C.  canutus 
and  1,000  Redshanks  together  with  Ringed 
Plovers  Charadrius  hiaticula , Grey  Plovers, 
Lapwings  Vanellus  ranellus.  Shelducks  / ddoma 
tadorna.  Teals  Anas  crecca  and  others  winter 
there  at  present.  The  estuary  will  be  con- 


verted into  a large  amenity  lake,  which, 
according  to  Roger  Lovegrove.  RSPB  Wales 
Officer,  ‘is  not  essential  to  the  overall 
scheme,  [and)  will  cause  major  ecological 
changes  leading  to  the  deaths  of  thousands  of 
birds.'  Secretary  of  State  for  W ales.  Nicolas 
Edwards  MP,  who  announced  the  scheme, 
apparently  thinks  that  mudflats  are  ugly. 

Sandgrouse  8 The  main  contents  of  the 
latest  issue  of  the  OSME  journal  include  the 
Bird  Report  for  Turkey  for  1976-81;  notes  on 
the  Birds  of  Eregli.  Turkey.  1976-78;  the 
status  of  breeding  raptors  in  the  Israeli 
deserts.  1980-85;  a short  paper  on  the  Black- 
crowned  Finch  Lark  Eremopterix  nigriceps ; and 
additional  notes  on  the  birds  of  Oman. 
Eastern  Arabia.  1980-1986;  as  well  as 
interesting  contributions  on  the  status  of  the 
House  Crow  Conus  splendens  in  the  Arabian 
Gulf  and  Abdim’s  Storks  Ciconia  abdimii  in 
Arabia.  It  is  available,  price  £7.00.  from  the 
Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East, 
c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandv.  Bedfordshire  SG19 
2DL. 

Newr  RSPB  journal  The  RSPB  Conservation 
Review  will  be  published  in  July  1987  and  will 
be  the  first  issue  of  an  annual,  in-depth 
review  of  the  Society’s  current  conservation 
work.  W hile  not  a scientific  journal,  it  will 
give  technically  accurate  details  of  a range  of 
projects — research,  site  safeguards,  reserve 
management,  rare  bird  protection,  and  so 
forth.  It  does  not  replace  the  members' 
journal.  Birds , but  is  complementary  to  it, 
forming  a much  more  comprehensive  and 
detailed  account  of  what  the  Society  is  doing 
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tor  birds — often  in  close  collaboration  with 
other  organisations.  It  will  become  the 
leading  journal  in  its  field  in  the  UK — if  not 
in  Europe — -and  will  be  a standard  source  of 
information  for  all  interested  in  bird  con- 
servation (which  must  mean  the  majority  of 
BB  readers).  Why  not  order  your  copy  now? 
It  costs  only  £3.00,  including  postage,  from 
RSPB.  file  Lodge,  Sandv,  Bedfordshire 
SG19  2DL. 

Expanding  NHBS  goes  west  Having  out- 
grown its  south  London  accommodation,  the 
Natural  History  Book  Service  has  moved  to 
spacious  new  premises  in  Totnes,  Devon. 
Now  that  our  ‘British  BirdShop’  despatches 
are  established  in  their  new'  location  and 
have  their  computerised  order-processing 
system  in  operation,  BB  readers  should  be 
getting  a super-efficient  service.  If  not,  tell 
Bernard  Mercer!  The  new  address  is  NHBS, 
2 W ills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9 .'>\\. 

Isle  of  Wight  Ornithological  Group  l itis 
new  group  has  been  formed  and  intends  to 
publish  an  annual  bird  report  for  the  island. 
All  records  are  welcome  and  those  of  any  rare 
birds  will  be  forwarded  to  the  BB  Rarities 
Committee  promptly.  The  recorder  is  D.  B. 
Wooldridge,  ‘Pictou’,  Church  Street,  Niton, 
Isle  of  W ight  PQ32  2BX. 

Cyprus  bird  records  The  Sociable  Plover 
Chettusia  gregaria  reported  in  ‘European  news’ 
(Brit.  Birds  80  : 11)  will,  if  accepted,  take  the 
Cyprus  list  up  to  341.  The  Cyprus  Orni- 
thological Society  (1957)  would  be  pleased  to 
receive  observations,  however  trivial,  from 
visiting  birdwatchers.  Please  send  these  to 
their  new  address:  P.O.  Box  4319,  Nicosia, 
Cyprus,  or  to  Peter  Stewart,  10  Digby  Road, 
Evesham,  W orcester  W R1 1 6BW  . 

The  late  Stuart  Gibson  Stuart  Gibson  died 
at  the  tragically  early  age  of  31,  on  28th 
November  1986.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Cheshire  Ornithological  Association  and 
was  due  to  become  its  Recorder.  Stuart,  who 
was  not  one  to  blow  his  own  trumpet,  made  a 
special  contribution  to  local  ornithology.  For 
several  years,  he  had  organised  the  Wildfowl 
Trust’s  monthly  counts  on  south  Cheshire 
waters  and  had  taken  part  regularly  in  a host 
of  national  and  local  surveys.  His  willingness 
to  undertake  thankless  tasks  to  promote 
natural  history  in  Cheshire  earned  him  con- 
siderable respect.  He  has  left  a memorial  in 
his  home  town,  in  the  form  of  the  Nantwich 


History  Society,  which  he  founded.  His 
friends  will  remember  a lovable  man  with  an 
uninhibited  delight  in  finding  a new  bird,  a 
quiet  contentment  with  more  familiar 
pleasures,  a sense  of  humour  that  prevented  a 
hobby  from  becoming  an  obsession,  and  a 
gift  for  telling  a good  tale  (often  against 
himself)  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Stuart’s  life 
was  tragically  short,  but  he  enjoyed  it;  more 
importantly,  he  helped  others  to  enjoy  theirs. 

( Contributed  by  Bob  Anderson) 

The  late  W.  G.  Jarvis  T he  Kent  orni-» 
thologist,  who  died  on  24th  January  1987, 
will  have  been  known  to  few  British  Birds 
readers  outside  his  home  county,  but  more 
than  any  other  person  he  influenced  my 
hobby  (and  future  career)  by  encouraging 
me,  when  I was  a schoolboy  birdwatcher,  and 
allowing  me  to  accompany  him  on  weekend 
trips  to  the  North  Kent  Marshes.  I saw  my 
first  Teal  and  Greenshank  with  him,  and 
remember  each  occasion  vividly  even  now, 
over  30  years  later.  He  transmitted  his  never- 
flagging  enthusiasm  to  me,  and  1 shall  always 
be  grateful.  (JTRS) 

Sussex  One-day  Conference  The  joint 
BTO/Sussex  Ornithological  Society  One- 
day  Conference  at  Haywards  Heath  on  3 1st 
January  was  well  attended.  The  highlight  for 
many  was  Tony  Marr’s  superb  perspective 
on  25  years  of  Sussex  ornithology,  mixing 
interesting  facts  with  quiet  humour.  The 
usual  British  Birds  mystery  photographs 
competition  attracted  23  entries.  Nobody 
identified  all  five  photographs  correctly,  but 
four  were  correctly  named  by  Roger  Buisson, 
Robert  Edgar,  Richard  Fairbank  and  Paul 
James.  The  draw  was  won  by  Robert  Edgar, 
who  was  presented  with  his  bottle  of 
champagne  by  Tony  Marr.  ( Contributed  by 
Tim  Davis) . 

PO  does  even  better!  The  members  of  the 
BB  trip  to  Thailand  received  an  airmailed 
copy  of  the  February  issue  of  British  Birds  in 
Chiang  Mai,  northern  Thailand,  on  1st 
February.  Last  year,  the  February  copy 
arrived  there  on  4th  February  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
262). 

Thai  messages  Whispered  messages  passed 
along  the  line  of  birders  on  a jungle  trail  can 
get  distorted  in  the  passing,  as  in  the  well- 
known  children’s  game.  One  nice  one  on  the 
recent  BB  Thailand  trip  became  ‘Crescent 
Circle  Eater’  by  the  end  of  the  line;  it  had,  of 


News  and  comment 

course,  started  out  as  Crested  Serpent  Eagle. 

. . . also  from  the  Thai  tour  We  liked  the 
good-natured  quote  from  one  member: 
‘ “BB"  tours — the  only  trips  on  which  the 
leaders  laugh  at  you  when  you  can't  identify 
the  birds.’ 

. . . and  if  you’re  going  to  make  a boob, 
make  a big  one  Which  very-expert  orni- 
thological tour  leader  recently  misidentified 
a Green-backed  Heron  Butorides  striatus  as  a 
Great  Slaty  Woodpecker  Mulleripicus  pul- 
verulentus ? The  tour  participants  laughed  at  that 
one! 

Not  a King  Cormorant  Sharp-eyed  Allan 
Reese  has  sent  us  a cutting  from  the  Court 
and  Social  column  of  The  Daily  Telegraph  for 
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27th  February  1983 — ‘The  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh, Honorary  Cormorant,  will  visit  the 
Joint  Service  Defence  College,  Greenwich, 
on  April  30.’  We  wonder  whether  he  went  for 
a dip  in  the  Thames. 

Change  of  Recorder  J.  P.  Guest.  8 
Meadowside.  Newtown,  New  Mills,  Stock- 
port  SKI 2 3LD,  has  taken  over  from  Ron 
Harrison  as  Recorder  for  Cheshire. 

Correction  to  list  of  Recorders  In  the  list 
of ‘County  and  regional  bird  recorders’  (Brit. 
Birds  80:  23-26),  the  contact  given  for 
Gibraltar  Point  Bird  Observatory  was  in- 
correct (A.  W.  Paul  is  their  Hon.  Ringing 
Secretary).  Records  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Warden.  M.  R.  Curry,  Gibraltar  Point 
NNR,  Skegness,  Lincolnshire  PE24  1SI  . 


Recent  reports 


Owing  to  lack  of  space  in  this  issue,  'Recent  reports'  covering  February 
1987  is  held  over  to  next  month.  We  shall,  then,  be  taking  the 
opportunity  to  institute  new  arrangements  for  comprehensive  monthh 
summaries  of  interesting  influxes  and  scarce  birds. 

The  highlights  in  February  were  large  arrivals  of  Wigeons  Anas  penelope . 
Goosanders  Alergus  merganser  and  Smews  Al.  albellus.  Following  the  male 
Falcated  Duck  A.jalcata  at  Welney  (Norfolk)  in  December  1986  {Brit.  Birds 
80:  133),  it  or  another  male  was  found  at  Pitsford  (Northamptonshire)  on 
15th  February  (plate  135).  and  a second  or  third  at  Motney  Hill  (Kent)  on 
21st  February;  all  three  were  associating  with  flocks  of  Wigeons,  and  the 
species  is  clearly  now  a candidate  for  admission  to  the  British  and  Irish  list. 


135.  Male  Falcated  Duck  Anas jalcata  with  \\  igeons  A.  penelope.  Northamptonshire.  February 

1987  ( Torn  Croucher) 


Monthly  marathon 

With  the  eighth  photograph  (plate  51),  in  the 
February  issue,  the  competition  to  find  the 
winner  of  the  SUNBIRD  holiday  to  Africa,  North 
America  or  Southeast  Asia  perhaps  entered  its 
closing  stages.  Entrants  identified  the  bird  as: 

Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina  (66%) 

Greenfinch  C.  chloris  ( 15%) 

Goldfinch  C.  carduelis  (9%) 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus  (8%) 

There  were  also  a small  number  of  entries  naming  it  as  Canary  Serinus  canaria,  Citril  Finch  S. 
citrinella , 1 wite  C.  Jlavirostris,  Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra , Summer  Tanager  Piranga  rubra  and 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella. 

As  most  competitors  realised,  it  was  a juvenile.  The  majority  opinion 
was,  however,  not  correct  this  time.  Plate  51  showed  not  a young  Linnet, 
but  a very  recently  fledged  Greenfinch,  photographed  by  A.  R.  Hamblin  in 
Warwickshire  in  September  1983. 

Of  the  dozen  leaders  who  had  achieved  seven-in-a-row  all-correct 
entries,  only  two — Hannu  Jannes  and  PekkaJ.  Nikander,  both  of  whom 
live  in  Helsinki,  Finland — got  this  Greenfinch  right,  flic  pressure  is  now  on 
them!  If  one  of  them  fails  on  number  9 (plate  59  in  the  March  issue)  or 
number  10  (plate  69  in  the  April  issue),  and  the  other  succeeds  with  both, 
we'll  have  our  winner.  In  that  case,  this  eleventh  photograph  (plate  136) 
will  be  the  first  in  a new  competition.  If  they  both  succeed  with  numbers  9 
and  10,  then  plate  136  may  separate  them.  If  they  both  fail  at  the  ninth  or 
tenth  hurdles,  however,  Ewan  Brodie  is  lurking  close  behind,  with  seven-in- 
a-row.  Nobody  else  has  a longer  sequence  than  just  one  right  (this 
Greenfinch).  So,  there’s  everything  to  play  for.  Keep  your  entries  coming 
in!  It’s  far  from  all  over  yet. 


Sponsored  by 


136.  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition. 
Photograph  number  I I.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  Januan  1987  issue , 
then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK  I t :iN  j,  to  arrive  bv  15th 
June  1987. 
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John  Coons  Frank  Oatman  Jan  Erik  Pierson  John  Rowlett 
Rose  Ann  Rowlett  Bret  Whitney 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


We  want  you  to  enjoy  birding  as  much  as  we  do.  Our  leaders  know  their 
areas  thoroughly  and  make  every  effort  to  provide  each  participant  with 
memorable  views  of  as  many  species  as  possible.  Emphasis  is  placed  on 
area  specialties,  rarities,  and  behaviorally  interesting  birds. 


Our  1987  tours  include: 

JUNE 
Alaska 
Kenya  I 
Churchill 
Iceland 

JULY/ AUGUST 
Western  Panama 
Highlands 
Nova  Scotia/ 
Newfoundland 
Quito  (Ecuador)  Short 
Explorer's  Inn/Paracas/ 
Machu  Picchu 
Papua  New  Guinea 
Fiji  Stopover 
Southeast  Arizona 

SEPTEMBER 

Oregon 
Kenya  II 
Maine 

Migration  on 

Monhegan  Island  v 

OCTOBER 

Australia 

Pelagics  Extension 
Bolivia 

Cape  May  Migration 
Madagascar,  Mauritius, 
Reunion 

Seychelles  Extension 


. it  f 

■■  ■ 


DECEMBER 

Winter  South  Texas 
Jamaica 
Darien,  Panama 
Mexican  Highlands  Trinidad  & Tobago 
Niagara  Weekend 
Chile 


NOVEMBER 

Colima  & Jalisco 
Venezuela  Short 
Wintering  Monarchs: 


Let  our  field  guides  bring  yours  to  life. 

For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  1987  tour  catalog , contact: 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
(512)327-4953 


(D167) 
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The  Irish 

DIPPE 

by  Kenneth  W.  Perry 


Ken  Perry’s  monograph  of  this  fascinating 
species  is  based  on  twenty-five  years 
research  and  fieldwork. 

It  draws  on  his  wide  knowledge  of  the 
species  and  that  of  other  workers  in  the  British 
Isles  and  abroad. 

The  chapters  cover:  distribution,  plumage 
and  moult,  song,  courtship  and  display, 
behaviour,  food,  the  breeding  season  and 
nest-building.  Comparisons  are  made 
throughout  with  other  races  of  the  Dipper. 

Privately  published  by  the  Author.  Size  A4. 
18  Full  colour  plates  68  B/W  photos,  142 
pages,  8 maps. 

Published  in  January  1987. 

Price  Stg  £1 3.95  Post  Free.  Available  only  by 
Mail  Order  from  K.  W.  Perry,  3 Limavady 
Road,  Waterside,  Londonderry,  Co.  Derry 
BT47  1JU. 

(Dll  2) 


TCFTED  ducks  in 
A ROYAL  PARK 

by  Eric  Gillham 

This  detailed  life-story  of  the  Tufted  Duck, 
centred  on  a studs  area  in  the  heart  of 
London,  is  the  culmination  of  32  years’  field 
observation  plus  much  research. 

Chapters  covering  population,  move- 
ments, courtship,  pairing,  nesting,  brood- 
rearing and  other  breeding  behaviour,  post- 
nuptial are  supported  by  most  of  the  43 
tables,  13  appendices,  4 figures  and  3 
sketch-maps. 

The  18  full  colour  and  104  black  and  white 
photographs  were  especially  taken  to  illustrate 
points  made  in  the  text  and  embrace  such 
matters  as  plumages,  hybrids,  courtship, 
brooding  and  defence  of  young  and  feeding 
methods. 

Size  approx.  8 Vi  in.  X 5V2  in.  Hardback 
with  laminated  dust  cover.  308  pages  (04  of 
photographs).  Publication  date  August  1 
1 987.  ISBN  0 951 1 556  0 I . Price  £1 8.00  plus 
£2.00  postage  and  packing.  Pre-publication 
offer  £15.00  plus  £2.00  p&p  on  orders 
received  before  August  1 1987.  Available  onl\ 
by  mail  order  from: 

E.  H.  Gillham,  31  Coast  Drive, 
Lydd-on-Sea,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent 
' TN29  9NL  (1)168) 


Natural  History  Book  Service 


NEW  CATALOGUE 

Spring/Summer  1 987 

Now  available 

Over  1 500  new  and  in-print  natural  history  books 
listed  and  described  plus  an  Out  of  Print  & Rare 
Books  section 

Prompt  despatch  and  professional 
packing  — orders  are  normally  fulfilled  within  48 
hours  of  receipt.  Customers  are  notified 
immediately  if  any  delay  is  likely 
Easy  payment  by  credit  card,  cheque  or  Giro 
Easy  ordering  by  post  or  telephone 
Foryour  Free  copy  of  the  catalogue,  ring 
0803  865913  or  write  to: 

Natural  History  Book  Service, 

2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 
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Talk  to  A.R.Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s—  BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


'PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


ZEISS  WEST  THE 
WORLD’S  FINEST! 
YOU’VE  JUST  GOT 
TO  OWN  ONE! 


ZEISS  WEST  OROER 
TOOAY  IN  YOUR  HAND 
TOMORROW  PHONE 
OR  POST  YOUR 
ORDER  FOR  SAME 
DAY  DISPATCH 

1 0 * 40  BGA  Dialyl  S/Focus 
10*  40  B Dialyl  S/Focus 
8 * 56  BGA  Dialyt 
8 x 30  B Dialyl 
8 x 30  BGA  Dialyl 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt  I £ S 

8 x 20  B Mini  Dialyt  I § S 

8 x 20  BGA  Mini  Dialyl  J J 5 

10  x 25  B Mini  Dialyt 

8 x 20  Monocular 

7 x 50  BG  A Porto 
15  x 60  G A Porro 
HERTEL&  REUSS 

West  German  quality  lightweight 
Binoculars 

7 x 56  BGA  Root  Prism  Cl  89.00 

8 x 32  B Porro  .....  Cl  49.95 

8 x 40  B Porro  Cl  55.00 

8x45BWW  Porro  C269.95 


ZEISS  JENA 

8 x 32  B Notarem  Cl  20.00 

10x40BNotarem  Cl  76.00 

8x30Jenoptem  C47.95 

8 x 30  Deltriplern  C55.95 

7 x 50  Binoctem  C84.95 

10x50Dekarem  C88.95 

All  Zeiss  Jena  Models 
supplied  with  Leather  Case 

HABICHT 

A linn  lavourile  from  Austria, 
superbly  made,  outstanding  colour 
and  contrast  also  waterproof! 


TELESCOPES 

Spacemasier  15-45  x 60 
Spacemasler  22  x W A 60 
Spacemasier  Leather  Case 
Fixed  Spacemasier  eyepieces 
15*.  20x  22  W A 25x.  40x. 


Cl  79.95 
Cl  65.95 
Cl  6.00 


8x30W  SL 

£351  00 

60x 

£32  00  each 

7x42  B WMP  Diana 

£299  00 

Oplolyth  30  x 75 

£290  00 

10x40  B WMP  Diana 

£351  00 

Optolyth  30x80 

£322  00 

tOx  40  W'SLM 

£399  00 

Oplolyth  80mm  Body 

£287  00 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Oplolylh  80mm  eyeceieces  20x  £54 

Superb  Lightweight  Models  from 

30*  £56  40x  £57 

W Germany  at  sensible  prices. 

lamron  20-60  x 65 

£311  00 

£1 70.00 

Hawk  20-60  x 60  with  case 

£1 79  95 

8 x 40  EGA  Alpm 

£180  00 

Kowa  TS2  with  zoom 

£187.00 

10x40  BGA 

£185.00 

Kowa  1 SN  2 Body 

£236.95 

10x50  BGA  Alpin 

£205.00 

Kowa  TSN4Body 

£459  95 

12x50  BGA  Alpin 

£210  00 

TSN  eyepieces  20x  £74 

25*  £56 

7 x 42  BGA  Alpin 

£1 87.00 

40*  £56  20-60  zoom  Cl  12.00 

SWIFT 

Opticron  20-60  x 60  HR 

£179  00 

8 5 x 44  New  Audubon 

£1 61  95 

Habicht  23x70 

£216  00 

7 5 x 42  Osprey 

£128.43 

Muador  Merlin  25x60 

£99.95 

9x42SPWA 

£122.60 

10x42  SPWA 

£129  85 

8 x 40  B Aerolite 

£31.95 

SLICK  02  TRIPOO 
THE  finest  tripod  lor  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a lull  5ft  9in 
weighs  only  41b  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £69.50. 

Post  and  Insurance  £2.75 
ORDER  NOW  for  By  Return 
Oispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2  50p  post  and 
Insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by  phone! 
Stamps  (50p).  For  illustrated 
Discount  Price  List  and  Coloured 
Brochures  on  over  200  Models. 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only 
7 minutes  trom  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min  walk  trom  railway  stn 
Early  closing  Thursday  1 pm 
Prices  correct  2nd  April  1 987 
subject  to  change  availability 
LARGEST  STOCKS  OF  BINOCULARS 
AND  TELESCOPES  UNDER  ONE 
ROOF! 


A R HAWKINS 


N'PTON  ^ MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 

LTD  TELEPH0NE  0604/39674  (D170) 


British  Birds 

The  established  quality 
magazine  with  a proven 
committed  readership 


British  Birds  for  the  serious  birdwatcher 


FOR  ADVERTISING  RATES  AND  DETAILS 
PHONE  SANDRA  BARNES 

0621  815085 

(D667) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

{including  15%  VAT) 

£2.00  a line — average  of  6 words 
£8.00  a centimetre — 
min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 
£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 
Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 
above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 

Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


NATURAL 

HISTORY 

BOOK 

SERVICE 


Sponsors  of  ‘Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year’ 


British  Birds 


is  most  grateful  to  the  Natural 
History  Book  Service  and 
Zeiss  West  Germany  for  their 
support. 


Sponsors  of  the  Rarities 
Committee 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


HO  LI  DA  Y A C COM  MO  DA  TION 


ENGLAND 


Churehwood 

Valley 


'3rd 


Gr. 


ade 


Top 


South  Devon 

Self-Catering  cto 

Holiday  Cabins^  e0~ 

■ Set  in  coastal 
preservation  area  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty 

■ Adjoining  NX  land  and  nearseveral  NT. 
houses  ■ Easy  reach  Historic  Plymouth 

■ Good  walking,  riding,  sailing,  fishing 
and  diving  ■ Bird-watching  and  wildlife 

■ Minimum  commercialisation  ■ Personal 
attention  ■ Corporate 
members  of  R.S.P.B, 

Colour  brochure  from 

(0752)  862382  (24hr). 
Churehwood, 
Wembury  Bay, 
Plymouth, 

.Devon  PL9  0DZ.' 


NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  lblh  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  ( BB96 1 ) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas,  (1H.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road. 
W’arlingham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper 
UVarlingham  (088-32)  201  3.  (BB688) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
yeai . Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW’2.  Tel:  01-431  2942/BB91 1) 

DARTMOUTH — relaxing  holidays,  beautiful 
River  Dart.  National  t rust  coast  and  Dartmoor. 
Choice  of  fully  self-contained  properties. 
Brochure:  Powell,  20  South  Town,  Dartmouth. 
Tel:  2638.  (BB950) 

SLAPTON  — well  equipped,  self-contained 
wing/bungalow  in  V2  acre.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  view . 
f rom  £65  per  week.  Tel:  0548  580952.  Hilh  rest, 
W ood  Lane.  Slapton.  Devon.  (BB122) 

1 5thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Hcrc- 
lord  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  CH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourpostcr,  all  en-suitc.  Egon  Ronay.  Relais 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn,  Eownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Eownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

LANDS  END.  17th  Century  fa  rm  house  s/c. 
Sleeps  6-8.  £70-250.  Brochure  0736  87  242. 

(BB93) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish. 
AA/RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary 
and  Dawlish  Warren  Dawlish  863260.  (BBI62) 
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NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 

CLEY,  bed  and  breakfast  in  comfortable  home, 
all  the  year  round,  Birkhead,  The  Old  House, 
Cley.  Tel:  0263  740996.  (BB 144) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6 4-  2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  ( BB  1 12) 

LAWNS  HOTEL,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Bargain 
breaks  of  two  days  inc:  B B & 1)  £34  only  . Tel: 
0263  713390.  (BBI18) 

CUMBRIA.  Small  detached  bungalow  sleeps  4, 
near  Leighton  Moss  R.S.P.B.  Hawkshead  apart- 
ments s/c  in  large  mansion,  sleeps  4/7.  All  lake 
views.  Mrs  Haddow,  Broomriggs,  Hawkshead, 
Antbleside,  ( uimbria  I ,A22  0JX.  Eel:  0966  6280. 

(BBI 15) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  L.etheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  rd:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BBI  69) 

NR  MINSMERE.  ( 'aravan  4 berth  on  quiet 
pleasant  site;  good  services,  h.w.,  cl.  pts., 
showers. Tel:  0502  723053.  (BBI 76) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BBI  55) 

DERBYSHIRE  PEAK  DISTRICT.  Self- 
catering  properties.  Personally  inspected.  Rural 
Vacations  Ltd,  Pipworth  Lane,  Eckington, 
Sheffield  S31  9EY.  Tel:  0246432202.  ( BB  180) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  1BN. 
Tel:  042088892.  (BBI  81) 

HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B 

evening  meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048 
525  317.  (BB182) 

CROMER  2 MILES.  Children  and  pets  always 
welcome  in  our  carefully  maintained  holiday 
cottages.  Very  attractive  country  side  near  long, 
sandy  beaches.  SAE  brochure:  Northrepps 

Holiday  Properties,  Cromer  NR27  OJVV.  0263 
512236’.  (BBI  84) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Eel:  VS  estleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BBI  70) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 
cottage.  4 miles  Blakeney.  Sleeps  4.  lei:  03287.) 
539  ' (BB874) 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 


Wide  range  of  birds — Seabirds.  Migrants.  Waders 
and  some  Rarities  — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest,  Arne  RSPB.  Poole  Harbour.  Brownsea 
Island.  Studland  Bay,  Studland  Nature  Reserve, 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Du rlston  Count ry  Park.  (With  or 
without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.)  Heritage 
Coast. 

Phis  Hotel  — 21  rooms  ensuile,  tea  and  coffee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m from  Swanage  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
with  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn,  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conference/ function  dance 
suite. 

DURUSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH19  2AE. 

Tel:  0929  422430  424557  ( BBI 01  f 


RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592,  office  hours.  ( BB20) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors, Tony  and  Linda.  ( Kerlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details  or 
telephone  Tonv  or  Linda  Dinglev  on  0720  22327. 

(BB915) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  loi 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  E lane- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  £35. 
Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avocets.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  GH.  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  yvelcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pvtte  House,  Clvst  St  George, 
Devon.  Tel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D.  Croyvden. 
Kosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm 
self-catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  yvoods.  2 CH  flats  in 
16thC  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  w elcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB938) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands.  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  606  Gilbert  House.  Barbican. 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Eel:  01-638  9968.  ( BB848) 


xix 


Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and  Bemp- 
ton.  A coast  that’s  rich  in  history  and  wildlife. 
Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals,  explore  the 
nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and  South  Land- 
ing. Send  for  details  and  Bridlington  Colour 
Guide  to:  Publicity  Dept.  16,  The  Spa,  Brid- 
lington, East  Yorkshire  Y015  3JH.  A con- 
tribution towards  postage  appreciated. 
’ (BB65) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves.  Shipyard  Studio,  marsh  views, 
sleeps  5.  East  House,  Wells.  0328  710408. 

(BB107) 

ORCHARD  HOUSE,  THORNHAM,  N.W. 
Norfolk.  B&B  (opt  EM)  and  self-catering 
accommodation.  Delightfully  situated  for  all 
reserves.  Tel:  (048526)  259.  (BB954) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  (ire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  + B from  £4.50,  B+B  from  £6.50. 
Bird  news.  Liz  Harris,  Cley  (0263)  740243. 

(BB95) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  05987  201.  (BB962) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,.  Mincarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Heritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/'EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  Y015  1AT.  (BB1 17) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV’ 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 

BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 

POOLE  HARBOUR,  Arne,  Radipole.  Private 
licensed  hotel  in  own  grounds,  direct  access 
woodland,  open  fires,  central  heating,  private 
facilities.  Good  food  & warn  welcome  by  resident 
proprietors.  Golf  300  yds.  Excellent  centre  for 
country,  coast  & rivers.  Open  all  year,  children  & 
pets  welcome.  Fan  light  Hotel,  Broadstone  BH18 
8BE.  Tel:  0202  694316.  (BBI03) 

NORFOLK— v.  indmill  and  cottages,  nr. 
Blakeney.  Sleeps  8,  6 and  4.  Tel:  01-883  8137. 

(BB145) 


CETTI’S  JVARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset,  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305)  772268. 

(BB75) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6, 
C.H.  well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

MINSMERE  12  miles,  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly” 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Tel:  Ubbeston 
(098683)  235  for  reservations.  (BB149) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB143) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  ’ (BB152) 

WELLS  4 miles.  Modernised  flint  cottage  at 
Binham.  Sleeps  4-6.  Children  and  pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year,  CH,  TV,  carport.  Tel:  0883  715579. 

(BB37) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH,  available  all  year.  Sea 
views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland,  Riding,  Golf, 
R/'station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 

House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB187) 

SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage 
to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  i'el:  06802  421.  ( BB  1 40) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col. 
brochure/ tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on 
selected  dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  by  Garve,  Rossshire.  Tel:  085  483  234. 

(BB60) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes,  SAE  please:  Tourist 

Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 
OUTER  HEBRIDES.  Bed,  breakfast,  evening 
meal.  Patricia  Wotherspoon,  I.asquair,  Loch- 
boisdale,  Isle  of  South  Uist.  Tel:  087  84  497. 

(BB97) 
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ISLE  OF  COLONSAY  HOTEL,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (private  bath)  from  £25. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  095  12  31 6.  (BB747) 

HEBRIDEAN  COTTAGE  — Harris.  All  year. 
£40-£100.  Mrs  J.  O’Donovan,  Glenmore  Lodge, 
\viemore,  Inverness-shire.  047  98(i  284. 

(BB106) 

ISLE  OF  JURA.  T hese  holiday  homes  are 
situated  in  the  grounds  of  one  of’Seoilands  oldest 
Distilleries.  They  are  central  to  the  island  life  in 
Craighouse,  convenient  for  hill  walking,  bird- 
watching,  photographing  the  red  deer  and  otters, 
or  just  relaxing.  Two  homes  each  sleeping  5 
people,  open  Jan-Dec  price  £90-£125  plus 
electricity.  Tel:  Jura  240.  (BB 108) 

ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  lor  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches. 

( liters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House, 
Isle  of  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  (BB66) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 warm 
comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Calgary.  Tel: 
008  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  " ( BB945) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Keeper’s  House  Private  Hotel, 
Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  984  621. 
Small,  secluded  country  hotel  of  charm  and 
character,  with  warm  friendly  atmosphere,  set 
in  2 acres.  Wholesome  fresh  food,  vegetarian 
dishes  available.  Unspoilt  walks,  wonderful 
birdwatching,  touring,  golf.  CH,  electric  blankets, 
H&C,  tea  making  facilities.  RAC.  Paste  of 
Scotland.  Guest  accom.  I)B  & B from  £93  weekly. 

(BB120) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Fits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/'B. 
Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut,  The 
Old  Manse  Hotel.  Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire. 
Tel:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 

SELF-CATERING  COTTAGE  in  Yell.  Shet- 
land 0957  22 16.  ( BB  131) 

A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 
countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  of 
South-West  Scotland  are  within  easy  reach.  Full 
colour  brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B),  Douglas 
House,  Newton  Stewart  DG8  tiDQ.  I el:  0671 
2549.  (BB55) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig.  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84  264. 

(BB19) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  Lochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  Lochdon,  Isle  of 
Mull.  Tel:  068 02  486.  (BB11I) 


ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
lull  central  healing.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shov.'er  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
Norman  or  Filaine  Osborne,  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bov.  more,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  71, B.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265. ' ( BB  1 68) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillw  alking,  fishing  and  birdwatching.  Splen- 
did views  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kvle  I V40  8PB.  Tel: 
047  862  222  or  226.  (BB92) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  i under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GF1  offers  BB:  £6.50;  DBB:  £10.75  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £18  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £12  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  w rite:  Locheil, 
Boat  ofGarlen.  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983  603. 

(BB98) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Rulhweil.  Dumfries 
6 miles  Caeriaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  T el:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

WALES 

COMFORTABLE  GUEST  HOUSE  adjacent 
Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve.  5 bedrooms,  h&c,  tea- 
making facilities.  Good  food,  B&B  from  £8.50. 
SAE.  Stone.  Tyglyn,  Eglwysfach,  Machynlleth. 
Vegetarians  w elcome.  Tel:  065-474  348. 

(BBI88) 

BRECON  BEACONS  NATIONAL  PARK. 

Llanthony  Valley  a haven  for  artists,  Ornitholo- 
gists, bookworms,  and  walkers.  We  have  a lovely 
old  cottage  which  we  let.  Why  not  enjoy  the  valley 
from  our  base!  (Wales  Tourist  Board  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Self-Catering)  Sleep  6.  £ 160  to  £285 
per  week.  Tel:  0633  244293  (Tues  to  Fri). 

(BB189) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary  . 7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  vear.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

( BB84) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country  . Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  Neuaddlas’. 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB936) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby  Tel: 
064  67  .398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite,  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 
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The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record 
your  observations. 

Monthly,  annual  and  life  columns 
for  762  species, 
plus  1 59  diary  pages. 

Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 
Cambridge  CB2  6SZ 

(BB1 54) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  hooks  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BBI8) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells, 
Norfolk.  (BB86) 

CHESHIRE  AND  WIRRAL  Checklist  12  pp. 
£1  + stamp  to  S.  Barber,  14  Thornfield  Grove, 
Gheadle  HulmeSK86AZ.  (BB173) 


•*  SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Run  by  birders  for  birders 
All  orders  over  £10  POST  FREE 
Free  catalogue  from 
238  Ryebank  Rd.,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M2 1 1LU 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hrs)  (BB124) 

BIRD  BOOKS  1838-1985,  large  SAE  for 
catalogue.  Crack  Books,  Sawmill  Cottages, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Carnforth,  Lancs.  (BB96j 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— lor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB844) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB1  13) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB153) 

SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH 7 5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB190) 
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The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year's 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
lor  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £5.95  including  postage,  packing  and  VAT; 
overseas  orders  add  50p. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  ( 1)573) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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To  advertise  phone  0621  815085 


FOR  SALE 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A £43.70 

40  x £37.37 

TSN1 £240.35 

TSN2 £227.70 

20  x W/l £70.15 

40  x W/A. £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £280.00 

30  x 80 £312.00 


SPACEMASTER 
20-45  x 


£189  00 


PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20  x 60 £205.00 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  x 40  BGA £175  00 

8 x 40  BGA £170  00 

8x30  BGA £160.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10  x 40  BGA  T £447.00 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HR5  £176.23 

BRESSER  G.A. 

8x32 £184.00 

7x42  £185.00 

10x42  £186  00 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B £87.00 

8 x 40B  £90  99 

10x40B £92  60 

10  x SOB £98  75 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  ■ ST  ALBANS  HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  S9392 


(BB159) 


BOUND  BBs  for  sale  10  vols  1974-83  £120. 
Gurry-Lindahl’s  Europe  £20.  A.  R.  Kitson,  12 
Hillside  Terr,  Steyning,  Sussex.  815215.  (BB183) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  vol- 
umes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAF.  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lvonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB134) 

CARANEX — the  unique  British  lent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  X 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £146-£176  deld.  Full  details: 
Tim  Goodwin,  Garanex,  Dept  BB,  Guan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24  hr  service).  (BB87) 

WALKERS  OF  SCARBOROUGH  — profes- 
sional and  retail  photographers,  68-70  St  Thomas 
Street,  Scarborough.  Tel:  0723  365024.  The 
largest  photo/optical  shop  on  the  5 orkshire 
coast.  Huge  stock  of  binoculars,  telescopes, 
cameras  and  lenses.  See  display  advertisement 
in  this  issue.  (BBI29) 


SPECIALISED  BIRD  BOXES, 
PLATFORMS,  CHIMNEYS,  ETC. 

also  bird  tables  and  hides.  For  further 
information  send  SAE  to  David  Otter, 
Scotter  Lane,  Hayton,  Retford, 

Notts  DN22  9LF.  Tel:  (0777)  707693 

(BB  151) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umbcrleigh,  Devon. 

(BB156) 


ZEISS  Notarem  10  X 40B  roof-prism  Binoculars, 
as  new,  c/w  case.  £110  o.n.o.  to  Penlbld. 
Burpham,  Arundel  882 1 70  (evenings) . ( BB  I 74) 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  designed 
for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod  mounting. 
£30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details.  Richard  Margoschis, 
80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone  GV9  1NH 

(BB7) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1977-1985  inclusive.  Un- 
bound. Oilers.  Tel:  0326  240919.  (BB186) 

SITUATIONS  VACANT 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LEICESTER 
Department  of  Zoology 

Temporary  Research  Assistant 

(Summer  field  work) 

We  are  colaborating  with  Dr  D.  B.  A. 
Thompson  (NCG,  Edinburgh),  on  a project 
concerned  with  variation  in  the  mating 
system  of  the  Corn  Bunting.  The  study  area  is 
on  North  L’ist  in  the  Outer  Hebrides.  An 
experienced  field  worker,  who  should  pre- 
ferable be  a trained  ringer,  is  required  for  up 
to  four  months  from  1st  June  1987. 
Applications,  including  a CV  and  the  names 
of  references,  should  be  sent  to  Dr  T.  Burke. 
Zoology  Department,  University  of  Leicester, 
Leicester  LEI  7RH.  (Telephone:  0533 
523351). 


WANTED 

W'ANTED.  British  Birds  magazines,  June  1950, 
November  1953.  For  sale.  Februarv  1946,  July 
1949.  August  1951.  £2  each  or  exchange  for  the 
two  above.  J.  Stafford,  9 Mill  Hill.  Shoreham, 
Sussex.  (0273)  452545.  (BB171) 

BIRDER  going  to  Romania  in  July  would 
appreciate  sites,  lists,  etc.  Rab  Shand,  33  Liddle 
Drive.  Bo’ness.  EH5I  0PA.  (BB179) 
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This 

publication  is 
available  in 
microform. 


University  Microfilms  International 
reproduces  this  publication  in  microforrrcirnicro- 
fiche  and  16mm  or  35mm  film.  For  information 
about  this  publication  or  any  of  the  more  ’than 
13.000  titles  we  offer,  complete  and  mail  the  > 
coupon  to:  University  Microfilms  International. 
300  N.  Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106.  Call  us 
toll-free  for  an  immediate  response:  800-521-3044. 
Or  call  collect  in  Michigan.  Alaska  and  Hawaii: 


313-761-4700 


University 

Microfilms 

International 


(1)525) 
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London  Camera 


Exchange 

ARQ  W 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

10x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £1 85  (inc.  case) 
8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £1 80  (inc.  case) 
8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £1 70  (inc.  case) 


) m 


gARLZElSsi 

^JEnaJ 


OPTICRON  BINOCULARS  HIGH  RESOLUTION 

These  new  Opticron  binoculars  are  guaranteed  to  better  or  equal  the 
performance  of  any  other  make  with  similar  specifications  advertised  in 
this  magazine,  or  obtainable  anywhere  in  the  UK,  under  £200,  excepting 
Optolyth  and  other  Opticron  products.  Lightweight  and  provide  full  field 
for  spectacle  wearers.  8 x 32  ZWCF  ( 1 8oz  435ft  field)  £93.00, 8 x 42  ZCF 
and  7 x 42  ZCF  (22oz  345ft  field)  £1 1 0.00,  and  the  1 0 x 42  ZWCF  (22oz 
345ft  field)  at  only  £1 1 4.00. 


PENTAX 


TELESCOPES 
OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest  field  at  high 


magnifications 

Weight 

Field 

Price 

30x75GA 

44oz 

120ft. 

£290  Case  £35 

22x60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£1 95  Case  £1 5 

22x70  GA  (waterproof) 

37oz 

— 

£242  (inc.  case) 

22-60x70GA  (zoom) 

47oz 

87-54ft. 

£297  Case  £35 

A/E  W 80mm,  body  only  (interchangeable  eyepieces) 
Eyepieces:  20x  £54.  30x  £56.  40x  £57,  Case  £35 

£287  (case  extra) 

OPTICRON  TELESCOPES 


H » Mol 


BUSHflELL 

. BAUSCHSLOMi 


HIGH  RESOLUTION 

60mm  objective  lens,  45°  angled  body  only  £1  35.00.  Straight  type,  body 
only  £119.00.  Zoom  eyepiece,  interchangeable,  20-60x  £60.00  Fixed 
mag.  Eyepieces  1 5x,  20x,  22xWA,  25x,  40x  & 60x  are  £26.50  each. 

CLASSIC  TELESCOPES 


60mm  og.  Body  £68  Eyepieces:  18-40x  zoom  £44.00  18x  or  25x  |\/|||\  IfAl  TA 

£15.00  75mm  og.  Body  £90  Eyepieces:  22-47x  zoom  £44.00  22x  or  I VIII  \l'^yl_l/A 

30x  £1 5.00  Case  £1  5 Photokit  £1 7.50 


MAIL  ORDER 
WELCOMED. 

Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

10  High  Street  15TheSquare 

Southampton,  Hants.  Winchester,  Hants. 

Tel:  (0703)221597  Tel:  (0962) 66203 
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187  Field  identification  of  West  Palearctic  wheatears.  Part  2 Peter 
Clement 

238  Mystery  photographs  125  Semipalmated  Plover  DrR.J.  Chandler 

Notes 

241  Yellow  orbital  ring  of  Semipalmated  and  Ringed  Plovers  DrR.J.  Chandler 

242  Long-toed  Stint  with  dark  legs  G.J.  Carey 

242  Ageing  criteria  for  Dunlins  in  the  field  Nigel  A.  Clark 
246  Plumages  of  breeding  female  Ruffs  Dr  R.  J . Chandler 

248  Separation  of  Pintail  Snipe  from  Snipe  Urban  Olsson 

249  Reaction  of  Blackcap  to  sudden  noise  Dr  A.  P.  Radford 

249  Apparently  blind  Jackdaw  feeding,  preening  and  flying  Pete  Robertson 

250  Chaffinch  apparently  sipping  water  during  flight  Dr  A.  P.  Radjord 

250  Seventy-five  years  ago . . . 

Announcements 

250  Pauline  Jean  Cook  (1941-1986):  the  PJC  Award  for  Individual  Merit 

251  New  BBRC  members 

252  New  ‘British  BirdShop’  is  even  better 

252  Bird-sound  recordings  available 

252  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

Requests 

252  Transparencies  of  1986  rarities 

253  Photographs  of  Radde’s,  Dusky  and  Yellow-streaked  Warblers 

253  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

255  Recent  reports 

256  Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawing:  187  Northern  Wheatear  ( Alan  Harris) 

Front  cover:  Guillemots  at  South  Stack  ( H . A.  Knott):  the  original  drawing 
is  not  for  sale. 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


CONGRATULATIONS 

TO  THE  WINNER  OF  OUR 
£1,500  0RNITH0LIDAY’ 
VOUCHER 

MRD.J.  EMERY 
OF  STEVENAGE 
HERTFORDSHIRE 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 
15x-45x  ZOOM  AND  CASE 
SLIK  MASTER  D2  TRIPOD 
& STRAP 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£245.00  INC.  P.&P. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

K0WA  TSN2  20x-60x 
AND  CASE,  SLIK  MASTER  D2 
TRIPOD  AND  STRAP 
(EXTRA  £10.00  FOR  TSN-1) 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£385.00  INC.  P.&P. 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 

176.00 

Dialyt  1 0 x 25  B 

19100 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

215.00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

355.00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

41500 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BTCF 

Phone 

Dialyt  10x40  BGA 

Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGA 

496  00 

15x60  PorroT 

729.00 

Rainauard 

5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

10.00 

Lanyard 

4 00 

LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

225  00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

235  00 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BC 

235.00 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA 

245.00 

Trinovid  8x40  BA 

469  00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  B 

449.00 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

469.00 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 

469.00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BA 
Close  focus 

499.00 

Soft  case  for  Miniature 

12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40 

29.95 

Hard  case  for  10  x 40 

36.95 

Eye  cups  (set) 

12.00 

Rainguards 

8.00 

Lanyards 

7.50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 

170.00 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

180.00 

Alpin  10  x 40  BGA 

185.00 

Alpin  7 x 42  BGA 

187.00 

Alpin  10  x 50  BGA 

205.00 

Optolyth  22  x 60 

195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

290.00 

Optolyth  30  x 80 

322.00 

Optolyth  TB80 
20  x Eye  Piece 

287.00 

54.00 

30  x Eye  Piece 

56  00 

40  x Eye  Piece 

57  00 

Case  for  TB80 

35  00 

Case  for  30  x 75 

35.00 

Case  for  30  x 80 

35.00 

TB80/450 

297.00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54.95 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

79  95 

Dekarem  10  x 50 

88.95 

Turmon8x21 

42.95 

NIKON 


Action  8 x 35 

135.00 

Action  10x50 

165  00 

8x30  ZCF 

189.00 

10x35  ZCF 

209.00 

Spotting  Scope 

269  00 

Field  Scope  Ed 

489  00 

Photo  Kit 

157.00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x. 
30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

58  00 

Filter  Ring 

1425 

Hood 

10.25 

Eye  Piece  Case 

995 

KOWA 

TS-2  Body 

133.00 

TS-1  Body 

155  00 

20xWA 

41.00 

27  x WA 

41.00 

25  x 

37.00 

40  x 

35.00 

Case  for  TS-1  or  2 

17  50 

TSN-1 

235  00 

TSN-2 

22500 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

449.00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

439.00 

20  x WA 

69.00 

25  x 

45.00 

40  x 

45.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

99  00 

Case  for  TSN 

19.50 

Photo  Kit 

69.00 

OPTICRON 

Elite  9x35 

157.00 

Elite  10x50 

255.00 

HR  8 x 42 

111.00 

HR  10x42 

114.00 

HR  10x50 

122.00 

HR  Body 

119.00 

HR  Body  GA 

140.00 

HR  Body  45° 

135.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

60  00 

22  x WA 

2650 

40  x 

26.50 

Case 

1500 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster 

129.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

60.00 

15  x -45  x Zoom 

60.00 

22  x WA 

29  00 

Case 

15.00 

Photo  Kit 

22.00 

SWIFT 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

179.95 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

159.95 

HARTMANN 

8 x 30  ZCF  197  00 

8 x 40  ZCF  234.00 

10x40  ZCF  234  00 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz,  Kowa  with 
Optolyth,  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who’s  only  concern  is  that 
oqr  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs. 

FIELD  TEST 

Your  final  choice  on  Hadley  Common 
just  150  yards  from  our  shop 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p.&p 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque.  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available, 
turnover  is  high,  so  we  do  not  print  a 
price  list.  Phone  for  current  bargains 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Your  old  Binoculars.  Telescopes  or 
Tripods 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  mins,  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  10  mins  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Tube  Station 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


(D178) 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D1 73) 


THE  FOREVER 
AEROPLANE 

J.  T.  C.  Rankine 

The  author  tries  to  firm  up  on  the 
requirements  for  avian  navigation  by 
trying  to  simulate  the  navigation  to  the 
same  degree  of  accuracy  in  a model 
plane.  In  the  process  quite  a lot  of  new 
information  on  the  operation  of  the’ 
avian  ‘instruments’  is  uncovered,  and 
it  is  suggested  that  some  of  the 
experimental  results  might  need  re- 
thinking. Part  of  the  book  is  neces- 
sarily mechanical  in  outlook.  Details 
may  be  had  for  an  SAE.  Soft  cover. 
275pp  of  which  94  are  full  page  line 
drawings. 


£7.50  inc.  P&P 

Tutorbrook  Ltd,  8 Freckleton  St., 
Kirkham,  Preston  PR4  2SP 

(D185) 


Sponsors  of  ‘Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year’ 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  the  Natural 
History  Book  Service  and 
Zeiss  West  Germany  for  their 
support. 

Sponsors  of  the  Rarities 
Committee 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 
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in  focus 

Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat  (24  hour  answer-phone) 

Continued  from  page  i.  Prices  correct  3.2.87  E.  & E.O. 


204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


ADLERBLICK 

8x32  B 125.00 

7x42  B 115.00 

8x42  B 122  00 

1 0 x 42  B 128.00 

1 0 x 50  B 143.00 

Also  avail,  in  Rubber  Finish 
NEW  ADLERSCOPE  80mm 
Straight  view  or  45°  body  with 
25  x eye  piece  399.00 

15  x eye  piece  58  95 

40  x eye  piece  69  95 

20  x 60  x Zoom  86  95 

Photo  Kit  23.95 

Hood  16.95 

Case  TBA 

This  new  scope  from  Japan  offers 
extra  wide  field  of  view  and  is 
highly  recommended  for  spectacle 
wearers 

ACCESSORIES 

Car  Window  Mount  20.00 

Universal  Mount  20.00 


MIRADOR 

8 x 32  B 

93.00 

8 x 42  B 

110.00 

1 0 x 42  B 

114  00 

10x506 

122.00 

HABICHT 

8x30  WM 

285.00 

8x30WMGA 

345.00 

7x42  WM 

265.00 

7x42  WMGA 

340  00 

10x40  Diana 

299.00 

10  x 40  Diana  GA 

37500 

30  x 75  BGAN 

389  00 

SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle 

37.95 

Slik  35  DN 

4995 

Slik  88 

59.95 

Slik  Master  D2 

69  95 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

69  95 

Slik  SL  67 

97.95 

Slik  Tripod  Strap 

6.95 

ACCESSORIES  contd 
Hide  Mount  38.00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod  38.00 

Rainguardsfrom  2.50 

BARBOUR 

The  best  British  clothing  for 
the  worst  British  weather 

DURHAM  JACKET 

34"  to  46"  49.95 

GAMEFAIR  JACKET 
32"  to  46"  66  95 

BORDER  JACKET 

3?' to  46"  77.45 

NORTHUMBRIA  JACKET 
38"  to  46"  83  45 

WARM  LININGS 

32"  to  46"  1695 

HOODS  8.45 

TROUSERS  LINED 

S.  M,  L 35.45 

Please  state  size  with  order  Colour 
Barbour  catalogue  on  request  Post 
packing  free  on  Barbour 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 
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CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBUK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLVTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 


LTD. 


Of  BIRMINGHAM 

Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME— VISA— NOW  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 
HARTMAN  WEZLAR  QUALITY  BINOCULARS 


Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval— 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 

11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 

Tel:  021 -236  7211.  (D135) 
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heron  optical 


For  a great  deal  on  binoculars  and  telescopes  — 
look  no  further  than  Heron  Optical. 

We  offer  a wide  choice  with  something  to  suit 


everyone  from  pocket  sized  monoculars  to  full 
specification  telescopes. 

There's  a range  of  prices  too,  from  the  popular, 
budget  priced  Heron  models  to  the  more  lavish  Carl 
Zeiss  etc. 

Full  details  can  be  found  in  our  FREE  illustrated 


Heron  catalogue. 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x4  OBGA)  £185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT 

(Rubber  Armoured/Close  Focus)  Phone! 

Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60)  Zoom  £1 89.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


And  Remember  — We  also  stock  Barbour  clothing, 
ideal  for  birdwatching,  country  walking,  etc. 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 
BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  Top  quality  - 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2 Vi  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder  free  e&oe 

^Church  Lane,  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 
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Available  through  British  BirdShop 
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BIRDWATCHING  IN  BRITAIN 
A Site  By  Site  Guide 

Nigel  Redman  and  Simon  Harrap 

* Precise  details  of  where  to  go  and 
what  to  do  at  nearly  400  of  Britain's 
prime  birdwatching  localities. 

* Details  of  both  the  commoner  and 
scarcer  species  to  be  seen  throughout 
the  year. 

* Numerous  maps  illustrating  the  finer 
details  of  access  and  giving  the  location 
of  hides,  trails,  reserve  centres  etc. 

* Species-by-species  guide  to  the  status 
and  distribution  of  all  regularly 
occurring  British  birds. 

* Hints  on  how  to  find  some  of  the 
more  elusive  species,  cross-referenced 
to  the  best  localities. 

* Month-by-month  guide  to  the 
birdwatcher’s  year  with  suggestions  on 
when  and  where  to  go. 

£12.95  0-7470-2800-1 
384  pages  115  maps 
71  line  drawings 


SHOREBIRDS 

An  identification  guide  to  the 
waders  of  the  world 

Reprinted  with  corrections 
Voted  British  Birds  - Best  Bird  Book 
of  the  Year  1986 

. . without  doubt,  this  is  an  essential 
addition  for  the  shorebird  enthusiast's 
library,  and  as  an  identification  guide  it 
is  difficult  to  see  how  it  might  be 
improved.'/?./  Chandler,  British  Birds 
£21.95  0-7470-1403-5 
88  colour  plates  1800  birds  painted 
in  full  colour  214  distribution  maps 
416  pages 
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WALKERS  are  open  Sunday  from  the  end  of  May  for  the  Summer  Season. 
Have  a day  at  the  coast  and  see  our  huge  selection  of  Photo /Optical  Gear. 

Osprey  7.5x42  139  TELESCOPES 

Derby  7.5  x 42  119  Kowa  TSN 1 232 

Sea  Hawk  7x50  159  Kowa  TSN  2 222 

Audubon  8.5  x 44  169  20  x 66 

ADLERBLICK  25  x 43 

8x42  118  40 x 43 

10x42  124  20x-60x  99 

10x50  138  Photo  attachment  66 

PENTAX  Swift  20x60  115 

8 x 30  ZCF  74  Swift  22x60  159 

1 0 x 50 ZCF  84  Mirador 20x50  134 

12x50  ZCF  89  Spacemaster15x-45x  175 

1 6 x 50  ZCF  94  Optolyth  T80  body  287  . 

7x20  DCF  84  Optolyth  20  x eyepiece  54 

7 x 20  Armour  89  Optolyth  30  x eyepiece  56 

9x20 DCF  89  Optolyth  40  x eyepiece  57 

9x20  Armour  94  Optolyth  30  x 70  290 

SIRIUS  MINI  BINOCULAR  Optolyth  22  x -60  x X70  297 

8x21  39  TRIPODS 

8x21  Armour  42  SliklOOOG  29 

10x25  46  Slik  Black  Diamond  67 

10x26  Armour  49  Slik  D2  68 

MAIL  ORDER  PLEASE  ADD  £2.50  p&p  and  ins. 

ACCESS  — VISA  — CREDIT  CHARGE  — SAME  DAY  DESPATCH 

OPEN  6 DAYS  9 am-5.30  pm  (PRICES  CORRECT  1 .4.87)  (D1 74) 


BINOCULARS 

HABICHT 

ZEISS  WEST 

£ 10x40  Diana 

299 

8 x 20  B 

179  10  x 40  S.L.  Armour 

359 

1 0 x 25  B 

195  MINOLTA 

8x30B/KCase 

360  8 x 40  Armour 

80 

8x30B/GA/CF 

360  10x50  Armour 

85 

8 x 56  K Case 

489  SWIFT 

lOx  40  B/K  Case 

429  Technar8x40 

47 

10x40B/GA/CF 

429  Technar  10x50 

48 

Technar  12x50 

49 

ZEISS  EAST 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 
Jenoptem  8 x 30 

c4  Belmont  8x40 
44  Belmont  10x50 
fi4  Belmont  12x50 
o4  Red  Spot  8x32 
17Q  Red  Spot  8x40 
Uq  Red  Spot  10x50 
oc  Bluespot  8 x 36 
00  Blue  Spot  9x42 

56 

59 

62 

Jenoptem  10x50 
Dekarem  1 0 x 50 
Nobilem  8 x 50 
Nobilem  12x50 
Binoctem7x50 

84 

97 

99 

116 

122 

NOTRAM 

Blue  Spot  10x42 

125 

8x32 

119  Trilyte  10x40 

124 

10x40 

179  Trilyte  10  x 40A 

129 

Professional  & Retail  Photographers 


68  70  St.  Thomas  Street  ■ SCARBOROUGH 


Tel.  (0723)  365024 


British 

Birds 


The 

British  Birds 

Binder 


It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 


Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 


Price  UK  £5.95  including  postage,  packing  and  VAT; 
overseas  orders  add  50p. 


Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (BB  >47) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS  E 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  B Dialyt  196 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt  347 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901)  419 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt  (close  focus)410 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt  412 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt  492 

LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid  225 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid  249 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid  249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid  257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid  424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid  469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  15 

BA  soft  case  36 

SWAROVSKI 

10  x 40  WM  'Diana'  289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism  351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin  170 

8 x 40  Alpin  180 

10x40  Alpin  185 

10x50  Alpin  205 

12x50  Alpin  210 


OPTICRON  £ 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10  x 42  f-figh  Resolution  114 

10x50  High  Resolution  122 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12  x 36  DCF  roof  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  rtibber-covered- 
10x40  or  8x40  111 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  38 

Window  mount  24 


CLOTHING<waxed  cotton) 

10%  off  Barbour  and  Beaver 
jackets,  during  the  Summer 

TELESCOPES  £ 

Optolyth  30  x 75  290 

Optolyth  80  x 80  322 


Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  TB80/450  body  297 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Optolyth  15-40  x 60  235 

Optolyth  22  x 60  195 

Optolyth  22  x 70  250 

Kowa  TSN-1  body  240 

Kowa  TSN-2  body  225 

TSN-3  body  449 

TSN-4  body  439 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

Kowa  TS-l  body  150 

Kowa  TS-2  body  130 

Kowa  eyepieces  (TS)  from  30 
Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50  75 

Opticron  HR  zoom  179 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  195 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  210 

Opticron  30  x 75  Classic  115 

Piccolo  (e  g.  40  x 60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60  x 60  145 

Spacemaster  1 5-45  x 60  189 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  159 

B&L  Criterion 

40  x 100  Mirror  Scope  399 

Nikon  20  x 60  ED  469 

Adlerscope  25  x 80  — straight  or 
45“  399 

(other  eyepieces  avail.) 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  (while  stocks  last): 


SPACEMASTER  telescope  with 
15-45x  eyepiece,  Slik  D2  tripod 
and  nylon  case  £245 

KOWA  TS-2  telescope  with  20x 
or  27x  eyepiece  and  Slik  D2  tripod 
(Or,  add  £20  for  TS-1.)  £230 

KOWA  TS9R  20  x 50  or  Mirador 
25  x 60  telescope  with  Gazelle 
tripod  and  nylon  case  £129 

NIKON  20  x 60  ED  telescope  with 
Slik  D2  tripod  and  case. 

£529 

ZEISS  10  x 40  BGAT  DIALYT 
(9901)  BINOCULARS  with 
rainguard.  lanyard  and  pouch  £419 

SWIFT  20  x 80  BWCF  Observation 
binoculars  with  tripod  fitting 

£365 

Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
mot, Tues.  KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

Sat  9 am  to  *The  A24.  yye  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D1 86) 
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The  Irish  j 

DIPPERS 


by  Kenneth  W.  Perry 


Ken  Perry’s  monograph  of  this  fascinating 
species  is  based  on  twenty-five  years 
research  and  fieldwork. 

It  draws  on  his  wide  knowledge  of  the 
species  and  that  of  other  workers  in  the  British 
Isles  and  abroad. 

The  chapters  cover:  distribution,  plumage 
and  moult,  song,  courtship  and  display, 
behaviour,  food,  the  breeding  season  and 
nest-building.  Comparisons  are  made 
throughout  with  other  races  of  the  Dipper. 

Privately  published  by  the  Author.  Size  A4. 
1 8 Full  colour  plates  68  B/W  photos,  1 42 
pages,  8 maps. 

Published  in  January  1987. 

Price  Stg  £1 3.95  Post  Free.  Available  only  by 
Mail  Order  from  K.  W.  Perry,  3 Limavady 
Road,  Waterside,  Londonderry,  Co.  Derry 
BT471JU. 

(Dll  2) 


BIRDWATCHING  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY 
TOURS 


SPAIN 

(Pyrenees) 

SPAIN  (Jaen) 


June,  July 
September 


Excellent  birdwatching,  a wealth  of 
flowers  and  butterflies;  also  insects, 
reptiles  and  mammals.  Perfect 
weather,  good  food,  attractive  sur- 
roundings, relaxed  and  friendly 
atmosphere. 

We  have  small  parties  (8-15  people) 
and  our  expert  leaders  have  taken 
tours  to  these  places  several  times. 
Do  join  us  for  a memorable  and 
informative  Holiday. 

For  details  of  these  and  our  botanical 
and  painting  programmes,  please 
contact  us  at  21  Dorset  Square, 
London  NW1  6QG.  Tel:  01  -724  6624. 
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SPECIAL  INTEREST  HOLIDAYS 


Holidays  for  the  discerning  naturalist 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1987 

We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  offer  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

1 6 days  ] une  & August  £695 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & 
BOSPHOROUS  MIGRATION 

18  days  September  £780 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  September  £550 

Also  Nature  & Scenic  tours  for  more  general 
interests  run  throughout  the  summer.  Private 
groups  arranged.  All  tours  arranged  by 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 
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Please  order 
all  your 
BIRD  BOOKS 
from 

BRITISH 

BIRDSHOP’ 

Please  use  the  form  on  the 
cut-out  page  in  this  issue. 

The  purchase  of  books  and 
recordings  through 
‘British  BirdShop’ 
subsidises  every  subscription, 
and  adds  extra  pages 
and  extra  photographs 
to  every  issue  of 
B ritish  B i rds  . u D , , , , 
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KOWA  FOCALPOINT 


NEW  KOWA  FLUORITE  PROMINAR  TSN-3  & TSN-4 


YES  KOWA  HAVE  DONE  IT 
AGAIN,  THEIR  NEW  TSN-3  & 
TSN-4  WITH  THE  FLUORITE 
SYSTEM  OF  LENS  ELEMENTS 
USED  IN  THESE  TELESCOPES, 
DELIVER  A CLARITY,  BRIGHTNESS 
AND  SHARPNESS  OF  IMAGE 
UNPARALLELED  IN  PRECISION 
OBSERVATION  INSTRUMENTS. 


I 


TSN  BODIES 

TSN-1 

TSN-2 

TSN-3 

TSN-4 


TEN  REASONS  WHY  DISCRIMINATING 
ORNITHOLOGISTS  CHOOSE  KOWA 

1 . The  large  77mm  objective  provides  a 60%  increase  in  image  brightness  compared  to 
equivalent  60mm  models. 

2.  Superior  quality  ol  construction  utilising  modem  lightweight  alloys 

3.  Water  and  dust  resistant  modular  design  ("0"-ring  system). 

4.  Choice  ot  45°  angled  TSN-1  '3  or  straight  TSN-2'4  bodies. 

5.  Advanced  "HIGH  RESOLUTION"  eyepieces  featuring  a unique  one-touch  bayonet  lit 
design.  Ideal  tor  the  spectacle  wearer. 

6.  Minimum  focusing  distance  is  an  excellent  22  teel 

7.  Sliding  lens-hood  built  in. 

8.  A high  quality  "Optical"  PHOTO-ATTACHMENT  is  available. 

9.  Compact  in  size  (16  in.  LONG)  and  light  in  weight  (48  ozs) 

1 0.  Produced  by  the  WORLD  S leading  manufacturers  ot  precision  telescopes. 


KOWA  are  to  be  congratulated  on  keeping  faith  with  purchasers  ol  the  existing  TSN  system  ALL 
eyepieces,  PHOTO-ATTACHMENTS  AND  CASES  are  totally  INTERCHANGEABLE 


TSN  EYEPIECES 

20xW'A 
25  x 
40  x 
20-60  x 
PHOTO 
CASES 


FOCALPOINT 

CAN  SUPPLY  ALL 
KOWA  FROM  STOCK 
AND  OFFER  GENEROUS 
PART  EXCHANGE  TO  ALL 
BIRDERS  WISHING  TO 
UPGRADE  HIS  TSN-1 
OR  TSN-2  FOR  THE  NEW 
"PROMINAR" 


FOCALPOINT 

1 4 Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891 098 


IMPORTERS  and  APPOINTED  DISTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  UK 

ARTHUR  E.  S.  MATTHEWS  LTD 

Epworth  House,  25-35  City  Road,  London  EC1 Y 1 AR 
Telephone:  07373-50670  for  trade  details 
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The  coveted  ‘Supreme  Championship’ 
at  the  International  Sheepdog  Society 
trials,  was  won  in  Aberystwyth  in  1983 
by  Mr.  ‘Tot’  Longton,  and  returned  into 
the  family  fold  in  1986  by  his  son  Tom, 
and  ‘Bess.’  Where  will  they  hope  to 
defend  the  title  in  1987? 


People  who  know  the  country  know  why  they  need  Barbour. 


If  you  can  confidently  answer  the  question  in  the  picture,  you 
obviously  know  your  dog  trials  in  particular  and  the  country  in  general. 

Which  means  you  're  one  of  the  people  for  whom  Barbour  clothing 
;s  specifically  made. 

Because  the  unequalled  quality  and fitness for  purpose  of  Barbour 
Thornproofs  comes  not  only  from  unique  standards  of  materials,  manufac- 
turing and  tailoring,  but  also  from  what  we  call  ‘customer  developed, 


i eld  proved  design 


That  means  that  real  country  people  unquestioningly  rely  on  their 
Barbours  to  allow  them  to function  under  all  conditions.  So  they 
:ontinuously  keep  us  informed  with  comments,  suggestions  and  graphic 
lescriptions  of  the  hard facts  of  country  life  as  experienced  by  our  jackets 
md  their  wearers! 


Of course,  it  takes  a lot  to  earn  that  kind  of  trust  and  loyalty, 
t means  being  the  only  company  in  the  field  to  have  the  finest,  long  staple 
.gyptian  cotton  spun,  woven,  dyed  and  proofed  in  Britain  to  our  own 


formula  and  qualit)'  control  standards.  It  takes  between  30  and  40  different  j, 
and  separate  pieces  offabric  and  around  IS, 000  stitch  holes  in  every 
jacket  to  produce  the  unique  comfort  and  feel’  of  a Barbour,  while 


BARBOUR  ‘KNOW  THE  COUNTRY’  COMPETITION.  I 


If  you  do  know  ihe  answer  to  the  question  above, 
it  could  bc<he  lirst  step  to  winning  a brand  new 
£20,000  Range  Rover  Turbo  D in  our  second, 
great  ‘Know  the  Country  Competition! 

Competition  leaflets  are 
available  from  your  local 
Barbour  dealer.  So  make  sure 
you  get  a copy  to  test  your  know  ledge 
of  the  country  and  secure  a chance  of  this 
terrific  first  prize,  or  one  ol  the  100  runners  up  prizes 
of  a Barbour  Gamefair  jacket,  or  one  of  200  consolation  prizes  of  the  new  Barlxmr, 
‘Field  and  Country’  boots. 


achieving  an  absolutely  waterproof  result.  And  it  takes  design features 
whose  purposeful  practicality  demonstrates  a sure  knowledge  of  how  the  ' 
garment  will  be  used  and  treated. 

Above  all,  it  takes  around  100 years  of  simply  doing  it  all  better  j 
than  anybody  else. 


Barbour  Th  e best  British  clothing  for  the  worst  British  weather. 


or  your  Irco  catalogue  of  the  Barbour  range,  please  write  to  Dept.  M 33,  J.  Barbour  8t  Sons  I td.,Simonside,  South  Shields, Tyne  & Wear,  Nt  34  9 PD 
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Identification  of  large  terns 


S.J.  M.  Gant  let! 
Illustrated  by  Alan  Harris 


The  occurrence  in  Britain  and  Ireland  of  a number  of  orange-billed  terns 
in  recent  years  (notably  in  Co.  Down  in  June  1982  and  in  Norfolk  in 
August  1 983)  has  drawn  attention  to  the  identification  problems  associated 
with  this  group.  Anomalies  in  the  available  literature  have  led  to  much 
discussion  over  the  identity  of  these  and  other  individuals.  This  paper 
attempts  to  make  a start  at  clarifying  the  situation,  the  difficulty  of  which 
has  become  somewhat  exaggerated. 

I he  major  problems  in  Britain  have  concerned  the  separation  of  Royal 
Sterna  maxima  from  Caspian  S.  caspia.  and  Lesser  Crested  .S’,  bengalensis  from 
Royal.  Included  in  this  review,  however,  are  all  the  relevant  species  and 
their  subspecies  which  could  possibly  occur  in  the  Western  Palearctic: 
Caspian  Tern,  Royal  Tern,  Crested  Tern  S.  bergii.  Lesser  Crested  hern. 
Llegant  Iern  .S’,  elegans , and  Cayenne  Tern  S.  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha ; 
Sandwich  Tern  S.  sandvicensis  is  also  referred  to.  I have  reasonably  extensive 
field  experience  of  all  of  these  except  Llegant  Tern  (which  I have  seen  in 
California  onlv  once)  and  Cayenne  Tern  (which  I have  not  seen  in  the 
fi('ld).  This  paper  draws  on  my  field  experience,  on  studies  of  photographs 
and  slides,  and  on  a wealth  of  correspondence  from  other  observers. 


| IlnL  Birds  HO:  25 7-276.. Junr  I9H7| 


257 


258 


Identification  oj  large  terns 

Table  1.  Measurements  (in  mm)  of  tern 

Sources:  all  measurements  for  Elegant  Tern,  and  bill  depth  for  all  species  excejl 

except  bill  depth  for  Cayenne  Tern  from  Junge  & Vooir 


Wing 

ad  6 & $ Tail 

(sample)  (sample) 


Caspian  Tern 

387-441 

125-155 

S.  caspia 

(40) 

(26) 

Royal  Tern 

346-366 

151-174 

S.  maxima  albidorsalis 

(17) 

(13) 

(West  Africa) 

Royal  Tern 

351-375 

174-193 

S.  maxima  maxima  (USA) 

(15) 

(8) 

Crested  Tern 

354-381 

164-198 

•S',  berg  'u  velox  ( Red  Sea 
& northern  Indian  Ocean) 

(23) 

(9) 

Lesser  Crested  Tern 

305-325 

132-158 

S.  bengalensis  torresii 
(Mediterranean) 

(6) 

(5) 

Sandwich  Tern 

294-320 

125-163 

S.  sandvicensis  sandvicensis 

(37) 

(22) 

(Europe) 

Cayenne  Tern 

278-303 

116-165 

S.  (s.)  eurygnalha 
(Netherlands  Antilles) 

(26) 

(26) 

Elegant  Tern 

300-330 

S.  elegans 

(10) 

Identification 

The  most  important  identification  features  are  size,  bill  colour,  bill  shape, 
and  upperparts  colour  (especially  rump  and  tail).  All  of  these  features  tend 
to  be  variable,  and  in  any  one  feature  there  is  frequently  overlap  between 
species.  If  a combination  of  the  features  described  here  is  seen  well, 
however,  an  identification  should  be  attainable  in  almost  all  instances. 
‘Seen  well’  in  this  context  may  require  direct  comparison  with  other  similar 
terns.  Fortunately,  most  vagrant  large  terns  tend  to  occur  with  other 
species. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  art  of  identification  of  these  terns  is  still 
evolving,  and  that  a number  of  characters  described  here  are,  therefore,  of  a 
tentative  nature.  New  characters  may  be  discovered  which  further  clarify 
identification.  In  particular,  Elegant  Tern  and,  especially,  Cayenne  Tern 
are  less  well  known  and  less  well  described. 

SIZE 

I he  seven  species  fall  into  three  distinct  size  groups: 

1.  Caspian  Tern:  much  the  largest  and  heaviest,  being  about  20%  larger 
than  Royal  and  Crested  Terns. 

2.  Royal  and  Crested  Terns:  these  two  are  approximately  the  same  size. 
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and  number  of  specimens  examined) 

Crested  and  Sandwich  Terns,  personal  measurements;  all  measurements 
; all  other  measurements  from  Cramp  et  at.  ( 1985) 


Bill  depth 


dill 

mple) 

Tarsus 

(sample) 

at  proximal 
end  of  nostril 
(sample) 

Average 
tail  fork 
ad  summer 

Average 
tail  fork 
vvinter/imm 

2-79 

40-50 

18.0-22.4 

36 

10) 

(42) 

(15) 

1-69 

31-35 

14.8-15.7 

75 

53 

(20) 

(25) 

(8) 

6-71 

30-36 

14.8-16.7 

93 

65 

18) 

(18) 

(10) 

9-68 

31-33 

14.0-16.5 

90 

•34) 

(31) 

(10) 

1-61 

26-27 

11.4-12.9 

66 

(6) 

(6) 

(6) 

9-58 

24-28 

9.5-12.0 

71 

’37) 

(37) 

(37) 

7-61 

24-29 

9.8-1 1.8 

26) 

(26) 

(15) 

66-69 

27-31 

10.1-12.4 

10) 

(10) 

(6) 

and  are  roughly  halfway  between  Caspian  Tern  and  those  in  the  third 
group.  They  are  sometimes  regarded  as  belonging  to  a superspecies. 

3.  Lesser  Crested,  Elegant,  Cayenne  and  Sandwich  Terns:  these  form 
another  superspecies,  and  a distinct  size  group,  roughly  halfway 
between  the  Royal/Crested  group  and  Common  Tern  S.  hirundo. 

Measurements  are  given  in  table  1. 


BILL  SHAPE 

The  bill  shape  is  a most  important  feature,  but  is  variable  in  all  species. 
Exact  and  precise  details  of  the  curvature  of  the  mandibles,  and  the 
presence  or  absence  of  a distinct  gonydeal  angle  are  less  important  than  the 
general  proportions.  An  important  point  to  remember  is  that  the  male’s  bill 
is  usually  noticeably  longer  than  the  female's.  Immatures  (especially 
juveniles)  may  have  bills  not  yet  fully  grown. 


BILL  COLOUR 

There  is  some  variation  in  bill  colour,  within  certain  limits,  as  described  in 
the  species  accounts. 
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Lesser  C I rested 
tones  u 


Fig.  1 . Adult  summer  terns  Sterna,  l op  to  bottom.  Lesser  ( nested  S.  bengalensis  torre.su , Elegant 
.S',  elegans , ( Avenue  S.  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha,  Sandwich  .S',  sandvicensis  (Alan  Harris) 


UPPERPARTS 

Upperparts  colour,  too,  is  an  important  but  rather  variable  feature.  In 
general,  the  colour  is  darkest  at  the  start  of  the  breeding  season  (after  the 
spring  moult)  and  fades  slightly  with  wear  and  sun-bleaching.  Precise 
judgment  of  subtle  shades  of  grey  is  required,  but  this  may  be  difficult  to 
achieve,  especially  in  strong  sunlight. 

The  rump  and  tail  ofCrested  and  Lesser  Crested  Tern  are  distinctly  grey 
in  summer  plumage,  but  slightly  paler  in  winter.  On  the  other  species,  the 


[The  inclusion  of  figs.  1 & 2 in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  /HISS  West  Germany] 
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J 

Fig.  2.  Adult  summer  terns  Sterna,  lop  to  bottom.  Royal  S.  maxima.  Crested  .S’,  bergii  ;elo\. 

Caspian  A.  caspia  (Alan  Harris ) 


rump  and  tail  are  almost  white  in  summer  plumage,  but  tend  to  become 
greyish  in  winter  plumage. 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  is  subspecific  variation  in  upperparts 
coloration  in  some  species.  Races  from  the  south  and  east  Pacific  (w  hich  are 
Unlikely  ever  to  occur  in  the  W est  Palearctic)  are  not  fully  covered  here. 

WING  : TAIL  RATIO 

Estimation  of  the  distance  from  w ing-tip  to  tail-tip  on  perched  birds  is  of 
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little  use  in  identifying  large  terns.  All  have  proportionately  about  the  same 
tail  length  (except  for  the  noticeably  short-tailed  Caspian)  and  any  slight 
differences  are  often  negated  by  the  wear  of  tail  streamers  and  the  variable 
wing  posture  of  these  species.  The  variable  wing  posture  and  the  protracted 
and  variable  nature  of  the  primary  moult  also  largely  negate  any  possible 
use  of  primary-tip  spacings  as  an  identification  feature. 

LEGS 

The  legs  vary  slightly  in  relative  length  between  the  species,  but  this,  again, 
is  of  limited  use  for  field  identification  because  the  differences  are  so  slight 
and  the  appearance  is  so  much  affected  by  stance.  In  particular,  an  * 
individual  may  fluff-out  or  compress  its  belly  feathers.  Thus,  the  ratio  of 
exposed  tibia  to  tarsus  is  of  little  value  for  identification  (except  in  Caspian 
Tern,  where  it  is  greatest). 

CREST 

The  crest  length  does  not  reach  its  maximum  until  the  bird  reaches 
maturity. 

VOICE 

Voice  is  notoriously  difficult  to  describe,  and  probably  nowhere  is  this  more 
true  than  in  the  case  of  large  terns.  All  species  have  varied  grating  calls. 
Calls  are  very  similar  for  all  species,  and  in  many  cases  seem  identical, 
although  they  tend  to  be  deeper-pitched  in  the  larger  species. 

Moult  and  wear 

Most  large  terns  closely  resemble  adults  from  second-winter  plumage 
onwards.  Moult  is  complex,  variable  and  protracted,  but  basically  adults 
have  a complete  autumn  moult  and  a partial  spring  moult. 

The  autumn  moult  starts  with  the  forehead  and  crown  in  about  July.  The 
primary  moult  starts  either  at  the  same  time  (and  is  suspended  during 
migration)  or  after  arrival  in  the  winter  quarters  in  about  November. 
Primary  moult  is  protracted  and  begins  with  the  innermost,  working 
outwards  sequentially.  The  tail  moult  also  usually  begins  in  late  summer, 
and  begins  with  the  central  feathers,  working  outwards.  Full  winter 
plumage  is  normally  attained  by  November,  except  that  the  primary  moult 
finishes  with  the  outermost  in  about  January  (but  sometimes  as  late  as  early 
March). 

I he  spring  moult  lasts  from  about  February  to  early  April  and  involves 
the  head,  underparts,  part  of  the  mantle  and  scapulars,  as  well  as  some 
tertials  and  upperwing-coverts.  Usually  four  to  six  inner  primaries  and  part 
or  all  of  the  tail  are  also  moulted,  this  beginning  at  the  completion  of  the 
previous  autumn  primary  moult,  and  arresting  from  about  late  March. 

I he  post-juvenile  moult  normally  begins  with  the  head,  mantle  and 
scapulars  in  about  September  (sometimes  earlier),  and  finishes  with  the 
outer  tail  feathers  in  about  April-May.  The  primary  moult  is  an  exception: 
it  begins  about  November-January  with  the  innermost,  and  finishes, 
usually  without  suspending,  with  the  outermost  in  about  August-October 
of  the  second  calendar  year.  I he  next  moult  lasts  from  about  March-April 
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Fig.  3.  Typical  head-patterns  of  adult  winter  terns  Sterna.  Top  to  bottom.  Caspian  S.  caspia. 
Royal  S.  maxima.  Crested  5.  bergii.  Elegant  S.  e/egans.  Lesser  Crested  5.  bengalensis  and  Cayenne 

Terns  S.  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha  (Alan  Harris) 

to  about  October,  except  For  the  primary  moult,  which  finishes  with  the 
outermost  sometimes  as  late  as  the  following  April.  Sometimes,  primary 
moult  is  suspended  in  early  spring  and  one  or  two  old  outer  primaries  are 
then  retained  during  the  summer.  Subsequent  immature  moults  are  much 
like  those  of  adults,  but  the  autumn  moult  may  start  earlier  and  last  longer, 
and  the  spring  moult  may  involve  more  inner  primaries. 

The  primary  pattern  can  be  a striking  feature  of  all  species,  but  is  not 
necessarily  diagnostic.  The  outer  primaries  darken  with  age  and  wear,  and 
all  species  may  arrest  the  spring  primary  moult  at  a variable  stage.  Thus,  a 
variable  number  of  old  outer  primaries,  showing  as  a dark  wedge  on  the 
outer  wing,  is  likely  to  be  present  throughout  the  year,  except  for  a short 
period  after  the  complete  autumn  moult,  when  all  the  primaries  are  fresh. 
Furthermore,  the  exact  primary  patterning,  especially  on  the  inner  webs,  is 
rarely  discernible  in  the  held,  or  even  in  photographs. 
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Subspecies 

Subspecies  recognisable  in  the  field  may  be  summarised  as  follows: 
Caspian  tern  No  field-recognisable  subspecies. 

royal  tern  S’,  m.  albidorsalis  (West  Africa)  is  very  slightly  smaller  than  the 
nominate  race  (USA  & Caribbean),  but,  despite  its  scientific  name,  there  is 
no  difference  in  the  colour  of  the  upperparts. 

crested  tern  S.  b.  velox  (Red  Sea,  Arabian  Sea  & Bay  of  Bengal)  is 
described  in  the  species  accounts:  it  is  the  darkest  and  largest  subspecies. 
The  nominate  race  (Namibia  & South  Africa)  and  cristata  (eastward  from 
China,  Indonesia  and  Australia)  is  slightly  paler;  thalassina  (west  Indian 
Ocean  including  Kenya)  is  slightly  paler  still  (about  like  Common  Tern) 
and  noticeably  smaller. 

lesser  crested  tern  S.  b.  torresii  (Mediterranean)  is  described  in  the 
species  accounts:  it  is  distinctly  larger  and  slightly  paler  than  the  nominate 
race  (east  Africa  to  eastern  India  & Sri  Lanka).  Recognition  of  this  fact 
alone  is  an  important  step  in  explaining  anomalies  in  some  identification 
literature  on  this  species.  S.  b.  bengalensis  from  the  Red  Sea  is  intermediate, 
as  is  torresii  from  the  Persian  Gulf.  S.  b.  torresii  from  Indonesia  and  Australia 
is  not  separable  from  the  Mediterranean  form.  T hus,  not  all  recognisable 
forms  are  named  subspecies. 

ELEGANT  TERN  No  subspecies. 

cayenne  tern  S.  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha  is  sometimes  given  specific  status 
and  sometimes  included  with  Sandwich  Tern.  It  is  slightly  smaller  than  S.  s. 
sandvicensis  (Europe)  and  is  thus  close  in  size  to  S.  s.  acuflavida  (North  & 
Central  America).  Described  differences  in  primary-tip  pattern  (Junge  & 
Voous  1955)  between  the  three  are  slight  and  very  variable. 

Hybrids  and  aberrants 

Whilst  hybrids  are  always  a possibility  to  be  considered  when  a vagrant 
species  is  suspected,  there  are  no  described  incidents  of  successful 
hybridisation  within  this  group  of  terns.  There  are  also  no  proven  incidents 
of  undoubted  nominate  Sandwich  Terns  having  all-yellow  or  all-orange 
bills.  Until  there  is  a precedent  for  such  birds,  therefore,  it  seems  reasonable 
to  dismiss  both  of  these  remote  possibilities  in  the  consideration  of  the 
identity  of  any  given  individual  that  otherwise  meets  all  the  criteria  known 
for  a single  species. 

There  seems  to  be  no  conclusive  reason,  for  example,  why  the  tern  at 
Arcachon,  France,  described  by  Grant  (Brit.  Birds  77:  372-375,  plates  139  & 
140),  was  not  a normal  adult  Lesser  Crested  Tern.  The  colour  of  the  rump 
and  tail  may  have  been  grey,  but  ‘burnt  out’  as  white  in  the  photograph. 

Field  characters 

CASPIAN  TERN 

Much  the  largest  tern,  almost  as  bigas  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus . About 
20%  larger  than  Royal,  with  much  broader  and  blunter  wings,  larger  head, 
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and  with  the  tail  forked  for  only  about  V4  of  length  (about  V2  on  Royal).  Bill 
almost  as  long  as  head,  very  heavy  and  deep-based  (muc  h thicker  than 
Royal’s)  and  usually  showing  distinct  gonydeal  angle.  Bill  almost 
invariably  scarlet,  normally  with  distinct  dark  grey  mark  near  tip,  and 
extreme  tip  oltcn  yellow,  orange  or  white.  Bill  usually  more  orange-red  on 
first-years.  Legs  black,  noticeably  longer  and  thicker  in  proportion  than 
Royal’s. 

Adult  summer  Complete  black  crown  with  only  slightly  crested  nape  feathers.  Circs  on 
upperparts  is  pale,  similar  in  tone  to  Sandwich  Tern’s.  Outer  three  or  four  primaries  rather 
darker  grey  (especially  on  inner  webs)  than  inner  ones  and  secondaries,  becoming  more 
contrasting  as  outer  primaries  darken  with  wear.  Secondaries  tipped  white.  Underss  ing  white, 
with  dark  grey  central  areas  on  outer  five  or  six  primaries,  forming  distinct  dusks  area 
decreasing  in  extent  inss  aids,  this  feature  darkening  further  svith  ss  ear.  and  pros  iding  striking 
d inference  between  flying  Caspian  and  Royal.  Rump  and  relatively  shallosvly  forked  tail  s ers 
pale  grey,  almost  white.  Underparts  white. 

Adult  winter  Forehead  and  crosvn  dark,  finely  streaked  with  white.  Sometimes,  a pure  sshite 
forehead  may  deselop,  but  this  never  so  extensive  as  on  winter  Royal.  Usualls . an  unstreaked 
black  patch  remains  around  and  behind  esc.  Bill  becomes  slightly  duller  red. 

Juvenile  Full  black  cap  strongly  flecked  ss  ith  white.  Mantle,  scapulars  and  back  pale  grey,  with 
brown  subterminal  feather  crescents  forming  scaled  pattern,  heasiest  on  scapulars. 
Upperwing  much  as  on  adult,  except  lesser  and  median  coserts  slightly  darker  grey,  svith 
scattered  brown  crescents  across  remaining  cos  erts.  dusks  secondaries,  and  grey  tertials  ss  ith 
double  subterminal  brosvn  bands.  Rump  unmarked  greyish-white,  and  tail  greyish-white  svith 
tips  barred  brown  and  grey.  Bill  dull  reddish-orange  and.  usually,  legs  dusky-yellosv,  soon 
darkening  to  blackish. 

First-winter  Similar  to  juvenile,  but  upperparts  clearer  grey,  and  (unmoulted)  svings  and  tail 
faded  through  wear. 

First-summer  Resembles  adult  winter,  except  that  retained  juvenile  primaries  and  their  coserts 
arc  darker  grev.  and  there  are  also  faint  bross  nish  tips  across  the  remaining  coserts.  Tail  tipped 
brownish. 

ROYAL  TERN 

Measurements  just  overlap  with  Caspian  Tern,  but.  on  average.  Royal  is 
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Fig.  4.  Plumage  sequence  of  Royal  Tern  Sterna  maxima.  From  left  to  right,  (1)  juvenile  first  plumag 
grown  in  the  nest,  July  onwards;  (2)  first-winter  after  partial  body  moult  between  one  and  thre 
months  after  fledging,  involving  head,  underparts,  back,  mantle,  scapulars,  and  rump;  (3)  lat 
first-winter  juvenile  feathers  generally  are  of  inferior  quality,  having  been  grown  quickly,  in  this  cas 
in  about  5 weeks;  they  are  gradually  replaced  at  a more  leisurely  rate,  resulting  in  feathers  of  a bette 
quality;  after  the  partial  body  moult  in  the  autumn,  there  is  further  feather  replacement  throughout  th 
first  winter;  between  Nov. -Dec.  and  Apr. -May,  some  wing-coverts,  tertials,  some  or  all  of  tail,  and  th 
inner  3-5  primaries  are  replaced;  primary  moult  may  then  be  arrested  or  continue  slowly  throughou 
the  summer;  the  remaining  juvenile  feathers  (some  wing-coverts,  secondaries  and  outer  primaries 


about  20%  smaller  and  much  less  bulky.  Wings  noticeably  narrower,  bill 
lighter  and  longer  tail  much  more  forked.  Size  much  closer  to  Crested,  but 
Royal  has  heavier  and  straighter  bill,  and  less  slender  body  and  wings. 
Always  larger  than  Lesser  Crested/Sandwich,  normally  by  about  25%.  Bill 
almost  as  long  as  head,  with  actual  length  close  to  Caspian,  but  depth  at 
base  about  25%  less.  Both  mandibles  taper  almost  evenly  to  give  dagger- 
like shape,  but  with  slight  downward  curve  to  upper  mandible,  especially 
towards  tip.  Gonydeal  angle  always  present,  but  usually  indistinct.  Bill 
thus  appears  much  lighter  than  on  Caspian,  and  shorter  and  less  markedly 
decurved  than  on  Crested.  Bill  almost  always  orange,  but  sometimes  tends 
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ome  very  abraded,  the  flight  feathers  becoming  very  dark  as  the  pale  fringes  and  coating  wear  oil;  (4) 
ond  winter  by  Sep.-Oct.  the  extended  or  arrested  moult  has  been  completed;  the  secondaries  are 
i ker  than  those  of  adult,  often  more  black  on  head;  (5)  late  second-wtnter  inner  3-5  or  more 
maries,  and  some  or  all  of  tail  feathers  are  replaced  over  an  extended  period  beginning  around  Dec., 
esting  in  spring  or  continuing  slowly  throughout  the  summer;  partial  spring  body  moult;  (6)  adult 
s -iter  whether  arrested  or  continued  over  the  summer,  all  feathers  have  been  renewed  by  Oct.;  fresh 
lit  winter  v ery  pale,  with  little  contrast  within  the  upperparts:  (7)  adult  summer  in  late  winter,  inner 
primaries  and  some  or  all  tail  feathers  replaced;  partial  body  moult  in  spring  (Alan  Harris ) 


to  reddish,  especially  at  base,  at  peak  of  breeding  season;  tip  usually  fading 
to  yellowish.  Thus,  bill  normally  orange,  never  scarlet  (normal  on  Caspian) 
nor  yellow  with  greenish  tinge  (normal  on  Crested).  Legs  black,  thinner 
and  shorter  in  proportion  than  Caspian’s,  but  not  differing  noticeably  from 
the  other  species. 


Adult  summer  Full  black  crown  maintained  for  only  a short  period  in  early  breeding  season; 
most  individuals  show  white  forehead  by  June.  Elongated  nape  feathers  give  much  more 
crested  appearance  than  Caspian,  but  less  so  than  Crested.  Upperparts  very  pale  silvers -grey, 
verv  slightly  paler  than  on  Sandwich;  thus  Royal  is  normally  palest  of  the  large  terns. 
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Primaries  pale  greyish,  with  outer  webs  of  outermost  four  or  five  and  most  of  the  primary  tips 
blackish-grey.  With  wear,  outermost  primaries  darken,  making  dark  wedge  on  outer  wing 
more  prominent,  and  extreme  tips  of  primaries  may  show  whitish.  Secondaries  tipped  white 
and  are  slightly  darker  grey  than  coverts,  forming  faintly  contrasting  trailing  edge  to  wing. 
Underwing  whitish,  with  outer  primaries  tipped  blackish-grey.  Rump  and  deeply  forked  tail 
white,  with  faint  greyish  tinge  scarcely  noticeable  in  field.  Underparts  white. 

Adult  winter  Forehead  and  forecrown  white,  with  black  on  nape  usually  extending  to  just  in 
front  of  eye;  black  feathers  sometimes  flecked  and  tipped  with  white,  so  pattern  very  close  to 
that  of  Lesser  Crested.  Bill  fades  slightly,  becoming  slightly  yellower-orange  and  losing  any 
reddish  tinge. 

juvenile  Head  much  as  adult  winter;  thus,  forehead  and  crown  much  whiter  than  on  juvenile 
Caspian  (although,  when  newly  fledged,  forehead  spotted  and  streaked  blackish).  Upperparts 
cream-grey,  with  dusky  spots  on  mantle  and  back,  and  bolder  wedge-shaped  marks  or  bars  on 
scapulars  and  tertials.  Upperwing  shows  strong  variegated  pattern,  with  dark  dusky-brown 
outer  primaries  and  similarly  coloured  band  across  secondaries,  which  have  narrow  white  tips. 
Marginal  and  lesser  coverts  darker  grey  (showing  as  bold  line  across  folded  wing  at  rest)  and 
greater  and  primary  coverts  tipped  dusky.  Relatively  pale  mid-wing  panel  produced.  Upper- 
wing pattern  thus  much  bolder  than  on  juvenile  Caspian.  Underwing  has  noticeably  dark 
wedge  over  most  of  primaries.  Rump  and  tail  grey,  with  dusky  tips  to  tail  feathers.  Tail  fork 
shallower  than  on  adults.  Bill  and  legs  variable,  but  both  usually  dull  yellow,  with  bill  soon 
becoming  orange,  and  legs  becoming  dusky. 

First-winter  Wing  pattern  greyer  and  less  variegated  than  that  of  juvenile,  with  dark  bars  on 
lesser  coverts  and  across  secondaries  narrower  and  indistinct.  Conversely,  outer  wing  darkens, 
with  primaries  and  their  coverts  becoming  almost  black,  with  paler  tips  to  remaining  coverts 
and  innermost  primaries.  Underwing  remains  much  as  on  juvenile,  but  tail  becomes  whiter, 
with  dusky  tips  more  contrasting.  Bill  tends  towards  orange,  and  legs  become  black. 

First-summer  Variable,  usually  more  like  adult,  with  blacker  crown  and  paler  wings  than 
first-winter  (except  for  unmoulted  primaries,  which  become  darker).  Bill  becomes  more 
orange,  and  legs  usually  black. 

Voice  Very  varied,  but  many  calls  strongly  resemble  those  of  Sandwich  Tern,  although  they 
may  be  slightly  deeper. 
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CRESTED  TERN 

Size  very  close  to  Royal  I ern,  with  complete  overlap  of  basic 
measurements,  but  relatively  lighter,  slimmer  and  longer- winged.  About 
25%  larger  than  Lesser  ('rested  and  Sandwich  Terns,  with  heavier  head 
and  bulkier  body.  Bill  averages  slightly  longer  and  narrower  than  Royal, 
but  measurements  overlap;  distinct  drooped  appearance,  normally  lacking 
on  Royal,  caused  by  downward  curve  to  upper  mandible.  Lower  mandible 
also  sometimes  noticeably  decurved,  but  may  also  be  virtually  straight  or 
show  distinct  gonydeal  angle.  Bill  yellow,  usually  with  distinct  greenish 
tinge,  fading  to  paler  yellow  at  tip;  occasionally,  dusky  tip  present.  Legs 
black,  similar  in  proportion  to  Royal’s. 


much  darker  than  on  Lesser  Crested,  and  similar  in  tone  to  British  subspecies  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  Larus  Juscus  graellsii.  Primaries  silvery-white,  with  dusky  inner  webs  and 
faint  darker  tips,  and  contrast  with  rest  ofwing.  Upperwing  pattern  thus  rather  reverse  of  that 
normal  in  the  genus,  but  most  of  primaries  darken  with  wear  and  then  contrast  less  with  inner 
wing.  Secondaries  tipped  white.  Underwing  whitish,  with  dark  grey  tips  and  shafts  to  outer 
primaries.  Rump  and  deeply  forked  tail  dusky-grey,  only  slightly  paler  than  rest  of  upperparts. 
with  white  on  sides  and  tips  of  tail  feathers.  L nderparts  white. 

Adult  winter  Whole  forehead  and  forecrown  white.  Black  on  rear  of  head  usuallv  rather  more 
extensive  than  on  Royal,  and  nape  feathers  usually  more  prominently  edged  white.  Broken 
white  eye-ring  often  noticeable.  Bill  becomes  slightly  duller  yellow. 

Juvenile  Forehead  and  crown  brownish-white,  streaked  with  black  particularly  at  rear.  Upper- 
parts  buffish-grey.  strongly  mottled  and  barred  with  brownish-black  on  mantle,  scapulars, 
back  and  wing-coverts.  Lesser  coverts  and  secondaries  darker  brownish-grey,  and  primaries 
and  their  coverts  brownish-black.  Upperwing  pattern  thus  similar  to  Royal's,  but  rather 
darker.  Tail  with  brownish  edges  and  tips,  and  less  deeply  forked  than  adult’s.  L nderparts 
white,  but  throat  and  neck  sometimes  streaked  brown. 

First-winter  Pattern  of  upperparts  close  to  that  of  Royal,  but  wing-coverts  darker  grey  and  inner 
primaries  paler.  Lhiderside  of  primaries  less  dusky. 

First-summer  Wear  produces  strikingly  variegated  upperw  ing  pattern,  with  almost-white  inner 
primaries  and  inner  wing  contrasting  strongly  with  almost-black  outer  primaries  and  dusky- 
grev  central  wing-coverts,  which  are  much  darker  than  on  Royal.  Whitish  underwing  shows 
darker  wing-tip,  which  is  less  extensive  than  on  Royal  of  the  same  age. 
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Table  2.  Summary  of  characfc 


Feature 

Caspian  Tern 
S.  caspia 

Royal  Terrf 
S.  maxima 

Crested  Tern 
S.  bergii 

Size 

Much  the  largest  & bulkiest 
(c.  20%  larger  than  Royal, 
almost  size  of  Herring  Gull 
Larus  argentatus);  broader- 
winged  & shorter-tailed  than 
Royal 

Second  largest  tern;  c.  25% 
larger  than  Lesser  Crested  & 
Sandwich,  but  similar 
proportions 

About  same  size  as  Royal,  bi* 
lighter  and  relatively  slimmrj 
longer-winged 

Bill  shape 

Almost  as  long  as  head. 

Very  heavy  & thick;  distinct 
downward  curve  towards  tip 
of  upper  mandible; 
noticeable  gonydeal  angle 

Almost  as  long  as  head.  Deep- 
based,  but  almost  even  taper  of 
mandibles  gives  dagger-like 
shape.  Both  mandibles  almost 
straight,  but  upper  sometimes 
noticeably  decurved,  especially 
at  tip.  Length  close  to  Caspian, 
but  depth  at  base  c.  25%  less 

Averages  slightly  longer  & i 
proportionately  narrower  fi 
(especially  at  base)  than  Ro; 
but  measurements  overlap.  ; 
Distinct  drooped  appearanc 
caused  by  decurved  upper  j 
mandible  (often  also  lower,  | 
w hich  also  often  show's 
noticeable  gonydeal  angle)  j 

Bill  colour 

Scarlet,  often  with  dusky 
near  tip  and  with  extreme 
tip  yellowish.  Usually  more 
orange-red  on  Ist-yrs 

Orange,  sometimes  with  distinct 
reddish  tinge,  especially  at  base, 
and  usually  fading  to  yellowish  at 
lip.  Non-breeders  slightly 
yellower,  lack  reddish  tinge. 
Immatures  (most  often  juvenile) 
sometimes  yellow 

Yellow  , often  w ith  distinct 
greenish  tinge,  fading  to  pali  i 
yellow  towards  tip 

Head  pattern 

Full  black  crown,  only 
slight  nape  crest.  In  winter, 
forehead  & crown  streaked 
white,  but  variable  white  of 
forehead  never  so  extensive 
as  winter  Royal 

Full  black  crown  for  only  short 
period  in  early  breeding; 
elongated  shaggy  nape  feathers. 
In  winter  forehead  & forecrown 
white,  black  of  nape  usually 
extends  to  just  in  front  of  eye, 
nape  feathers  flecked/tipped 
v.'ith  white 

White  forehead  band,  rest  of 
crow  n black,  nape  feathers  1< 
loose  & flowing.  In  winter 
forehead  & forecrow  n w hite, 
black  nape  feathers  usually  i 
strongly  edged  with  white  th 
Royal 

Upperparts 

colour 

Pale  grey,  very  similar 
in  tone  to  Sandwich 

Pale  silvery  grey,  usually  very 
slightly  paler  than  Sandwich 

Dark  grey,  much  darker  that 
Lesser  Crested 

Primary 

pattern 

Grey;  outer  3-4  primaries 
darker,  becoming  darker 
and  more  contrasting  with 
wear.  More  extensively  dark 
on  underside  of  outer  5-6, 
decreasing  in  extent 
inwards,  but  darkening  still 
further  with  wear  to 
produce  striking  blackish 
under  primary  wedge 

Pale  greyish;  outer  webs  of  outer 
4-5  primaries  and  most  of  tips 
blackish-grey.  With  wear,  outer 
primaries  darken,  and  wedge  on 
outer  wing  becomes  more 
prominent  & extreme  tips  may 
show  whitish  on  upperside; 
underside  whitish  with  dusky 
tips  to  outer  5-6  primaries 

Silvery  white  with  dusky  inn 
webs.  All  but  innermost 
primaries  darken  with  w'ear ; 
then  contrast  less  with  inner 
w ing.  LJnderside  w hitish,  ou 
primaries  with  dark  grey  tips 
shafts 

Rump  & 
tail 

Very  pale  grey,  almost 
white.  Much  shallower 
tail  fork  than  all  other 
species 

White,  with  very  faint  greyish 
tinge  scarcely  noticeable  in  field. 
In  winter  noticeably  pale  grey, 
still  contrasting  distinctly  with 
relatively  darker  upperparts 

Dark  grey,  only  slightly  paler 
than  rest  of  upperparts;  sides 
tips  of  tail  feathers  white.  Slig 
paler  in  w'inter 
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f adult  large  terns  Sterna 
Lesser  Crested  Tern 
S.  bengalensis 

Elegant  Tern 
S.  elegans 

Cayenne  Tern 
S.  (s.)  eurygnatha 

out  25%  smaller  than  Royal/ 
■sted,  but  close  in.shape  & 
uportions  to  Royal.  Averages 
;htly  larger  than  Sandwich, 
t measurements  overlap 

Very  close  to  Lesser  Crested, 
with  measurements  almost 
completely  overlapping 

Averages  slightly  smaller  than 
Sandwich,  but  range  of 
measurements  overlaps.  Usually 
noticeably  smaller  than  Lesser 
Crested/Elegant 

gger-like;  very  similar  in 
(portions  to  Royal,  but  slightly 
irter,  averages  less  deep  at 
• te.  Upper  mandible  slightly 
urved.  Depth  at  base 
•rages  slightly  more  than 
tidwieh,  but  both  depth  & 
igth  measurements  overlap 

Relatively  longest  & finest, 
normally  noticeably  longer  than 
Lesser  Crested.  Marked  drooped 
appearance  caused  by  decurvcd 
upper  mandible  (often  also 
lov.'er,  which  also  often  shows 
noticeable  gonydeal  angle) 

Averages  proportionately  very 
slightly  longer  than  Sandwich,  and 
upper  mandible  usually  slightly  more 
decurved.  Depth  & length 
measurements  overlap  closely  with 
Sandwich 

range,  usually  fading  to 
llowish  at  tip.  On  winter  birds 
^ghtlv  yellower  generally, 
imatures  (most  often  juvenile) 
metimcs  yellow 

Orange,  often  with  distinct 
reddish  tinge  towards  base 
(especially  in  breeding  season) 
and  fading  to  yellowish  at  tip 

Usually  dull  yellow,  often  with  dusks 
tinge.  Coloration  sometimes  as 
Sandwich.  Intermediates  occur  with 
dusky  marks  on  both  mandibles  of 
yellow  bill.  Less  than  1%  base 
orange  bill,  sometimes  with  dull 
reddish  base  fading  to  yellowish  at 
tip.  Invariably  shows  dusky  nasal 
groove 

ery  similar  to  Royal,  but  lull 
ack  crown  maintained  longer 
r to  breeding  season.  Black  nape 
athers  when  fully  relaxed 
' ctend  farther  down  than  on 
oyal,  but  not  so  shaggy  as 
rested  or  Elegant.  In  winter 
i osels  resembles  Royal 

Full  black  crown;  nape  black, 
feathers  long,  loose  & flowing, 
when  fully  relaxed  extend  even 
farther  down  hind  neck  than  on 
Lesser  Crested.  In  winter  w'hite 
forehead  & forecrow  n variable, 
usually  less  extensive  than  on 
Royal  with  black  over  top  of 
crown  & extending  forward 
around  eye;  nape  feathers  black, 
occasionally  flecked  & tipped 
with  white 

Full  black  crown  & elongated  shaggs 
nape  feathers.  In  winter  forehead  & 
forecrown  white,  black  of  nape 
extending  to  just  in  front  of  eye.  Nape 
feathers  black,  often  flecked  & tipped 
with  white 

Buish-grey,  slightly  darker  than 
Sandwich 

Pale  grey,  very  slightly  darker 
than  Sandwich,  but  paler  than 
Lesser  Crested  and  Cayenne 

Bluish-grey,  vers  similar  to  Lesser 
Crested 

Silvery  w hite,  contrasting  with 
est  of  wing  in  most  lights. 
Outermost  primaries  darken 
vith  wear  to  produce  variable 
lark  wedge  on  outer  wing. 
Underside  whitisfl,  except  for 
greyish  outermost  and  tips  of 
most  primaries 

Pale  grevish;  outer  ss  ebs  of 
outermost  1-3  primaries  dusky. 
Outermost  primaries  darken 
with  wear  to  produce  variable 
dark  w edge  on  outer  wing. 
Underside  whitish,  with  outer 
primaries  tipped  dusky 

Pale  greyish;  variable  dusky  lines  by 
shafts  on  inner  w ebs  of  outer 
primaries.  Outermost  primaries 
darken  w ith  w ear  to  produce  variable 
dark  w edge  on  outer  w mg.  Underside 
whitish,  with  dusky  tips,  and 
indistinct  pale  dusks  panel  formed  bs 
dusks'  lines  on  inner  webs  of  outer 
primaries 

Bluish-grev,  very  slightly  paler 
than  rest  of  upperparts.  Slightly 
paler  in  w inter 

White,  with  very  faint  greyish 
tinge  scarcely  noticeable  in  field. 
In  winter  noticeably  pale  grey, 
still  contrasting  distinctly  w ith 
darker  rest  of  upperparts 

White,  with  greyish  tinge  as  Elegant 
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LESSER  CRESTED  TERN 

Size  overlaps  with  Sandwich  Tern,  but  averages  slightly  larger.  Distinctly 
smaller  than  Royal,  with  proportionately  slightly  longer  tail.  Bill  dagger- 
like in  shape,  very  similar  to  Royal,  but  slightly  shorter  and  less  deep  at  base 
on  average.  Upper  mandible  very  slightly  decurved.  Bill  usually  slightly 
deeper  at  base  than  that  of  Sandwich,  but  depth  and  length  measurements 
overlap.  Bill  colour  bright  orange,  fading  to  yellowish  at  tip,  and  thus 
similar  to  normal  colour  of  Royal’s  (but  lacks  reddish  tone  sometimes 
present  on  Royal,  and  also  lacks  greenish-yellow  tone  of  Crested’s).  Legs 
black,  slightly  shorter  in  proportion  than  Royal’s. 


Adult  summer  Full  black  crown  very  similar  to  Royal’s,  but  maintains  black  forehead  longer  into 
breeding  season.  When  fully  relaxed  and  depressed,  black  nape  feathers  extend  farther  down 
nape  than  on  Royal,  but  not  so  shaggy  as  on  Crested  or  Elegant  when  raised.  Upperparts 
bluish-grey,  slightly,  although  appreciably,  darker  than  on  Sandwich.  Primaries  silvery- 
white,  contrasting  strongly  with  rest  of  wing  in  most  lights.  Outermost  primaries  darken  with 
wear,  producing  variable  dark  wedge  on  outer  wing.  Secondaries  tipped  white.  Underwing 
whitish,  except  for  greyish  outermost  primary  and  tips  of  most  other  primaries.  Rump  and 
deeply  forked  tail  bluish-grey,  very  slightly  paler  than  rest  of  upperparts.  Crested  and  Lesser 
Crested  are  thus  the  only  two  species  with  distinctly  grey  rump  and  tail  in  adult  summer 
plumage.  Underparts  white. 

Adult  winter  Forehead  and  crown  white,  with  black  on  nape  extending  to,  or  just  in  front  of,  eye, 
as  on  Royal.  Black  nape  feathers  sometimes  flecked  and  tipped  with  white.  Bill  becomes 
slightly  yellower. 

Juvenile  Head  as  on  adult  winter.  Upperparts  bluish-grey  as  on  adult,  but  with  brownish  tips  to 
mantle,  scapulars  and  back.  Outer  primaries  and  their  coverts  brown,  whilst  inner  primaries 
almost  white.  This  forms  pale  area  in  wing,  similar  to  Crested.  There  are  only  indistinct  brown 
tips  to  lesser  coverts  and  rather  dusky  secondaries,  so  wing  pattern  much  less  variegated  than 
on  Royal  or  Crested.  Greater  coverts  often  edged  white,  forming  variegated  wing  panel. 
Underwing  whitish,  with  outer  primaries  edged  dark  (but  lacking  full  dark  wedge  of  Royal). 
Rump  and  tail  grey,  with  tail  feathers  tipped  brown.  Bill  varies  from  greyish-yellow  to 
yellowish-orange,  and  legs  yellowish-orange  becoming  blackish. 

First-winter  Closely  resembles  adult  winter,  except  bill  slightly  duller,  outer  primaries  brown, 
and  faint  scattered  brown  edges  to  wing-coverts  remain.  Also,  often  a darker  band  across 
secondaries. 
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Voice  Very  close  to  that  of  Sandwich  Tern,  with  many  calls  virtually  identical. 
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ELEGANT  TERN 

Very  close  in  size  to  Lesser  Crested,  with  basic  measurements  overlapping 
both  that  species  and  Sandwich.  Usually,  therefore,  noticeably  larger  than 
Cayenne.  Bill  relatively  much  the  longest  and  finest,  such  that  length  of 
even  female's  bill  normally  exceeds  that  of  male  Lesser  Crested.  Marked 
drooped  appearance,  lacking  on  Lesser  Crested,  caused  by  downward 
curve  to  upper  mandible.  Often,  lower  mandible  also  appears  decurved. 
but  may  also  be  straight  or  show  noticeable  gonydeal  angle.  Although 
appearing  long  and  thin,  depth  of  bill-base  very  similar  to  that  of  Lesser 
Crested.  Bill  bright  orange,  often  with  distinct  reddish  tinge  (especially 
towards  base)  normally  lacking  on  Lesser  Crested  and  Cayenne;  colour 
shades  to  yellowish  towards  tip.  Legs  black,  but  pinkish  soles  may 
sometimes  be  visible  in  field.  Legs  of  much  same  proportions  as  those  of 
Lesser  Crested. 


Adult  summer  Complete  black  crown,  with  nape  feathers  long,  loose  and  flowing.  Thus,  nape 
more  crested  than  on  either  Royal  or  Lesser  Crested.  When  fully  relaxed  and  depressed,  black 
nape  feathers  extend  even  farther  down  hindneck  than  on  Lesser  Crested.  Back  and  upper- 
wings  bluish-grev,  verv  close  in  tone  to  Lesser  Crested,  and  thus  slightly  darker  than 
Sandwich.  Primaries  pale  greyish,  with  outermost  one  to  three  having  dusky  outer  webs  which 
darken  with  wear  and  produce  variable  dark  wedge  on  outer  wing.  Secondaries  tipped  white. 
I nderwing  whitish,  with  outer  primaries  lipped  dusky.  In  full  breeding  plumage,  tail 
streamers  noticeably  longer  than  on  the  other  species.  Rump  and  tail  white,  with  very  faint 
greyish  tinge  scarcely  noticeable  in  field.  Underparts  white,  often  with  pinkish  tinge  on 
breeding  individuals.  This  pink  flush  occasionally  occurs  on  the  other  species,  but  is 
commonly  noted  on  Elegant  Iern. 

Adult  winter  Forehead  and  forecrown  white,  but  black  on  nape  often  extends  around  eye  and 
over  top  of  crown.  Thus,  white  normally  slightly  less  extensive  than  on  adult  winter  Royal  or 
Lesser  Crested.  Bill  becomes  slightlv  paler,  and  normally  lacks  any  reddish  tinge. 

Juvenile  Closely  resembles  juvenile  Lesser  Crested,  but  upperparts  pattern  rather  more 
variegated,  with  mantle,  scapulars,  back  and  wing-coverts  more  prominently  edged  brownish. 
Bill  dull  yellowish-orange  and  not  yet  fully  grown. 
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First-winter  Closely  resembles  adult  winter,  but  shows  darker  primaries  and  may  retain  traces 
of  the  juvenile  upperwing  pattern. 

Voice  Very  close  to  that  of  Sandwich  Tern. 

CAYENNE  TERN 

Closely  resembles  Sandwich  Tern  and  may  be  conspecific.  Size  overlaps 
with  Sandwich,  but  averages  slightly  smaller,  especially  than  European 
nominate  subspecies.  Thus,  normally  noticeably  smaller  than  either  Lesser 
Crested  or  Elegant.  Bill  averages  slightly  longer  than  that  of  Sandwich,  and 
upper  mandible  usually  slightly  more  decurved  than  on  either  Sandwich  or 
Lesser  Crested.  Depth  and  length  measurements  overlap,  however,  and  bill  . 
never  so  long  and  decurved  as  is  normal  for  Elegant.  Distinct  gonvdeal 
angle  normally  present  about  halfway  along  lower  mandible.  Bill  colour 
very  variable.  On  about  51%,  dull  yellow,  often  with  dusky  tinge;  some 
(about  19%)  have  bill  dark  grey  with  yellow  tip,  resembling  that  of 
sandvicensis , but  yellow  tip  less  bright  and  more  extensive,  and  base  of  bill 
not  full  black  (even  those  most  like  sandvicensis  have  at  least  small  amount  of 
yellow  along  cutting  edges);  others  (about  30%)  have  bill  yellowish,  with 
dusky  streaks,  and  are  thus  intermediate  between  other  two  types;  rarely 
(less  than  1%),  individuals  have  orange  bills,  sometimes  including  dull 
reddish  base  and  fading  to  yellowish  at  tip.  All  paler-billed  types,  however, 
invariably  show  a dusky  nasal  groove  not  present  on  Lesser  Crested  or 
Elegant.  [Percentage  figures  are  from  Junge  & Voous  1955.]  Leg  colour 
also  variable:  whilst  most  have  blackish  legs,  on  others  they  are  dusky 
yellow  or  even  full  yellow. 


Adult  summer  Complete  black  cap,  with  nape  feathers  elongated,  forming  erectile  crest,  slightly 
shorter  than  on  Lesser  Crested,  and  distinctly  shorter  than  on  Elegant.  Back  and  upperparts 
bluish-grey,  slightly  but  appreciably  darker  than  on  sandvicensis , and  thus  very  close  in  tone  to 
Lesser  Crested.  Rest  of  plumage  apparently  identical  to  that  of  sandvicensis.  Primaries  pale 
greyish,  with  variable  dusky  lines  by  shafts  on  inner  webs  of  outermost.  Exact  patterning  of 
dusky  markings  variable,  and,  indeed,  variable  on  S.  j.  sandvicensis  and  S.  s.  acuflavida  (North 
and  Central  America),  although  this  feature  given  as  one  of  major  subspecific  differences 
between  the  last  two  (Junge  & Voous  1955;  BWP  vol.  4).  Nevertheless,  in  flight,  Cayenne 
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generally  appears  to  show  more  black  at  underside  of  wing-tip  than  does  .9.  s.  sandvicensis. 
Outermost  primaries  darken  with  wear,  producing  variable  dark  wedge  on  outer  wing. 
Secondaries  tipped  white.  I nderwing  whitish,  except  for  restricted  dusk\  panel  on  outer 
primaries  formed  by  inner  web  markings.  Rump  and  deeply  forked  tail  w hite,  w ith  verv  faint 
greyish  tinge  scarcely  noticeable  in  field.  L'nderparts  w hite. 

Adult  winter  Forehead  and  forecrown  white,  with  black  on  nape  extending  to  eve  as  on  Lesser 
Crested. 

Juvenile  \ ery  variable,  but  usually  less  profusely  marked  and  barred  with  brown  than 
sandvicensis,  and  thus  patterned  very  similarly  to  Lesser  Crested.  Bill  varies  from  pale  grev  to 
blackish,  or  may  be  red  or  yellow  , and  legs,  whilst  normallv  greyish,  mav  be  black,  vellow  or 
mottled. 

First-winter  Resembles  adult  winter,  except  that  outer  primaries  and  their  coverts  are  dark 
brown,  and  traces  of  juvenile  upperwing  pattern  may  remain. 
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Summary 

The  field  identification  of  West  Palearctic  large  terns  is  discussed.  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  sasfna. 
Royal  Tern  S.  maxima.  Crested  Fern  ,9.  bergii,  Lesser  Crested  Tern  5.  bengalensis.  Elegant  Fern 

S.  elegans  and  Cayenne  Fern  S.  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha  are  compared,  and  Sandwich  Fern  .9. 
sandvicensis  is  also  referred  to.  The  most  important  features  are  size,  bill  colour,  bill  shape,  and 
upperparts  colour  (especially  rump  and  tail). 
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The  Lesser  Crested  Tern 
in  the  Western  Mediterranean 
and  Europe 


Pierandrea  B riche tti  and  Ugo  F.  Foschi 


The  record  of  one  breeding  pair  of  Lesser  Crested  ferns  Sterna 
bengalensis  in  the  Valli  di  Comacchio,  on  the  southern  Po  delta,  Italy, 
during  June  1985  stimulated  us  to  investigate  the  status  of  the  species  in  the 
W estern  Mediterranean  (Briehetti  & Foschi  1985).  Recent  sightings  in  the 
British  Isles  led  Grant  (1984)  and  Smart  (1984)  to  write  in  British  Birds 
about  the  complex  problem  of  the  identification  of  the  species. 

I he  Lesser  Grested  Tern  is  distributed  unevenly  from  Australia  to  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  the  Red  Sea.  In  the  Mediterranean,  one  colony  was  found 
in  1987  on  a small  island  in  the  Gulf  of  Sirte  off  the  Libyan  coast  (Moltoni 
1988)  and,  although  it  presumably  still  exists  (Bundy  1976),  it  has  not  been 
rechecked.  In  1895,  one  breeding  pair  was  noted  on  Nakle  Lake  in  the 
Lebanon  (Benson  1970),  while  there  were  significant  breeding  sightings  in 
Tunisia  in  the  first  half  of  this  century  (Heim  dc  Balsac  & Mayaud  1962). 
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The  Lesser  Crested  Tern  in  Europe 

In  the  Mediterranean  during  the  past  fixe  or  six  years,  several  instances 
of  pure  or  mixed  (with  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis)  breeding  pairs 
have  been  recorded:  Camargue,  France,  in  1971,  an  adult  in  nuptial 
plumage  was  noted  in  a colony  of  Sandwich  Terns  (Isenmann  1972);  Banc 
d Arguin,  France,  in  1974-75,  one  mixed  breeding  pair.  and.  from  1976  to 
1 983,  one  adult  among  a colony  of  Sandwich  Ferns  (Petit  1976;  Campredon 
1976;  Dubois  1983);  Ebro  delta,  Spain,  one  breeding  pair  in  1979  (M. 
Chokomian,  Ardeola  28:  159),  a territorial  pair  in  1981  (J.  Elovera  & M.  A. 
Bielsa)  and,  in  1985,  two  breeding  pairs  (Ferrer  1986). 

In  Europe,  in  addition  to  the  cases  of  certain  or  probable  breeding,  there 
are  other  reports,  both  coastal  (about  14,  in  Great  Britain.  France,  Italy, 
and  Spain)  and  inland  (Switzerland  1946  and  1977,  and  Austria  1980  and 
1983).  The  July  1971  record  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland  is  still  awaiting 
verification  (P.  J.  Grant  in  litt.). 

In  Italy,  the  presence  of  the  species  was  considered  accidental  until 
recently,  with  only  two  sightings,  both  in  the  nineteenth  century,  in  Sicily  in 
1833  and  1839  (Moltoni  & Brichetti  1978).  Since  1982,  however,  observa- 
tions have  become  more  frequent  in  the  Northern  Tyrrhenian  Sea.  in  the 
Adriatic  and  in  eastern  Sicily.  A pair  incubated  one  egg  in  Yalli  di 
Comacchio  in  June  1985  (plates  137  & 138)  and  again  in  May  1986. 

Migration  and  wintering 

The  migratory  routes  and  wintering  zones  of  the  Mediterranean  population 
were  little  known  until  recently.  The  autumn  migration  (August  to  October) 
occurs  along  the  North  African  coast  (Libya  to  Morocco)  in  an  east-west 


137.  Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengatensis  with  Sandwich  Terns  S.  sandvicensis.  Italy.  June  1985 

(P.  Brichetti ) 


[The  inclusion  of  plates  157  & 158  in  colour  lias  been  subsidised  by  /KISS  West  Germany] 
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direction  towards  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.  Jacob  J 1983)  observed  a regular 
spring  migration  of  adults  (early  May  to  mid  June)  along  the  Algerian  coast 
in  an  easterly  direction,  reversing  to  west  in  the  autumn  (mid  September  to 
October),  when  presumed  family  groups  of  two  to  four  individuals  are 
recorded.  Subsequently,  movements  occur  along  the  Atlantic  coasts  in  a 
southerly  direction  towards  the  wintering  sites  in  Senegal  and  The  Gambia, 
peaking  between  November  and  mid  April  (Cramp  1985). 

Recent  and  repeated  winter  observations  in  Nigeria,  in  January  1982, 
both  at  the  mouth  of  and  along  the  last  10km  of  the  Niger  river,  denote  the 
existence  of  wintering  zones  farther  south  than  earlier  believed  (Frugis  in 
Brichetti  & Foschi  1985).  As  well  as  frequent  summering  Lesser  Crested 
Terns,  a few  wintering  ones  are  occasionally  observed  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean coasts  of  Morocco  and  Libya. 

Identification 

In  addition  to  the  problems  of  identification  discussed  by  Grant  ( 1984)  and 
the  morphological  characteristics  reported  by  Cramp  (1985),  our  findings 
indicate  that  the  combination  of  the  colour  and  shape  of  the  bill  and  the 
grey  tail  and  rump  exclude  the  possibility  of  confusion  with  other  species, 
including  Sandwich  Tern  with  an  anomalous  bill  colour.  Other  distin- 
guishing characteristics  include  the  white  area  between  the  base  of  the  bill 
and  the  lower  margin  of  the  crown,  this  white  area  being  larger  and  less 
pointed  than  that  of  Sandwich  Tern. 

In  the  field,  dimensions  appear  almost  identical  to  those  of  Sandwich 
Tern.  The  flight  action  resembles  that  of  a small  tern,  and  the  dark  edges  of 


138.  T wo  Lesser  Crested  Terns  Sterna  bengalensis  with  Sandwich  Terns  S.  sandvicensis,  Italy, 

June  1985  (P.  Brichetti) 
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the  first  four  or  five  outer  primaries  are  evident.  Hie  voice  is  less  harsh  than 
that  of  Sandwich  Tern. 

The  identification  of  this  species  is  covered  more  fully  in  the  paper  by 
S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  illustrated  by  Alan  Harris  (Brit.  Birds  80:  257-276). 


Acknowledgments 

We  should  like  to  thank  P.  J.  Grant  for  his  help  and  for  information  concerning  claims  of  Lesser 
Crested  Tern  in  the  British  Isles;  and  also  S.  Frugis.  C.  Iapichino,  P.  Isenmann.  R Pardo 
Gutierrez  and  G.  Tsunis  for  supplying  useful  information. 

References 

Benson  S.  V.  1970.  Birds  of  Lebanon  and  the  Jordan  Area.  London. 

Brichetti.  P..  & Foschi.  U.  F.  1985.  Prima  nidificazione  di  Sterna  del  Ruppell  ( Sterna 


280  The  Lesser  Crested  Tern  in  Europe 

bengalensis)  in  Italia  e attuale  frequenza  nel  Mediterraneo  occidentale.  Riv.  Ital.  Orn.  55: 
161-170. 

Bundy,  G.  1976.  The  Birds  oj  Libya.  London. 

Campredon,  P.  1976.  Observations  ornithologiques  sur  le  Banc  d’Arguin  (Gironde).  Alauda 
44: 441-455. 

Gramp,  S.  (ed.)  1985.  The  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  vol.  4.  Oxford. 

Dubois,  P.  J.  1983.  ‘European  news’.  Brit.  Birds  76:  568. 

Ferrer,  X.  1986.  Fluctuations  of  the  gull  and  tern  populations  in  the  Ebro  Delta,  NE  Spain 
(1960-85).  Summaries  oj  Conference  Papers  First  Mediterranean  Seabird  Symposium  Alghero. 
Medmaravis. 

Grant,  P.  J.  1984.  Orange-billed  large  terns.  Brit.  Birds  77:  372-377. 

Heim  de  Balsac,  H..  & Mayaud,  N.  1962.  Les  Oiseaux  de  Nord-Ouest  de  TAJrique.  Paris. 
Isenmann,  P.  1972.  Bemerkungen  zur  Beobachtung  einer  Sterna  bengalensis  in  der  Camargue 
(Sudfrankreich).  Ardea  60:  226-228. 

Jacob,  J.  P.  1983.  Oiseaux  de  mer  de  la  cote  centrale  d’Algerie.  Alauda  51 : 48-63. 

Moltoni,  E.  1938.  Escursione  ornitologica  all’Isola  degli  Uccelii  (Golfo  della  Gran  Sirte, 
Cirenaica).  Riv.  Ital.  Orn.  8:  1-16. 

& Brichetti.  P.  1978.  Elcnco  degli  Llccelli  italiani.  Riv.  Ital.  Orn.  48:  65-142. 

Petit,  P.  1976.  Presence  et  nidification  d’unc  Sterne  voyageuse  ( Sterna  bengalensis)  dans  une 
colonie  de  Sterne  caugek  ( Sterna  sandvicensis)  sur  lc  Banc  d’Arguin  (France).  Ardea  64:  81 . 
Smart,  M.  1984.  Identification  of  Lesser  Crested  Tern  and  its  status  in  the  western 
Mediterranean.  Brit.  Birds  77:  371-372. 

Pierandrea  Brichetti , Gruppo  Ricerca  Avifauna  Nidificante,  Museo  Scienze  Naturali, 

Via  Ozanam  4 , 1-25100  Brescia.  Italy 
Ugo  F.  Foschi,  Museo  Ornitologico,  Via  Pedriali  12, 1-47100  Forli,  Italy 


Mystery  photographs 


-|  C\  {2  The  relatively  unmarked  plumage  and  slim  bill  (with  no  hint  of  a 
A vf  hook  at  the  tip)  of  last  month’s  mystery  bird  (plate  124,  repeated 
here)  clearly  point  to  its  being  either  a warbler  (Sylviidae)  or  a chat 
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140  8c  141.  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  slentoreus,  India,  February  1986  (Per 

Schiermacher  Hansen ) 


(1  urdidae).  Of  the  chats,  only  Rufous  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  galactotes 
would  show  the  combination  of  reasonably  obvious  supercilium  and  ade- 
quately long  tail,  but  that  species,  even  with  tightly  closed  or  abraded  tail 
(therefore  not  showing  the  diagnostic  tail-tip  pattern),  would  be  more 
contrastingly  pale  below,  show  whiter  eye-crescents,  be  paler-legged  and 
longer-legged,  and  have  extensive  pale  wing-panels  and  a shorter  bill  than 
our  bird. 

So,  having  now  decided  on  a warbler,  the  choice  is  only  a little  narrower 
and  we  have  to  resort  to  structure  to  put  it  into  a genus.  The  outermost  tail 
feathers  are  shorter  than  the  rest,  indicating  a rounded  tail-tip,  and. 
coupled  with  unstreaked  plumage,  this  narrows  the  field  to  members  of  the 
genera  Cettia,  Locustella  and  Acrocephalus.  Cetti's  Warbler  C.  cetti  has  a more 
rounded  crown  and  a shorter  bill  than  the  mystery'  bird  and  is  quickly 
eliminated,  but  deciding  between  the  other  two  genera  requires  more 
critical  assessment.  Locustella  warblers  usually  show  a whitish  outer  web  to 
the  outermost  visible  primary',  a feature  that  should  be  discernible  in  such 
an  excellent  photograph;  additionally,  the  tail  lacks  the  broad  appearance, 
caused  by  the  wideness  of  the  rump  and  tail  base,  oi a Locustella.  It  now  looks 
very  much  as  if  our  bird  must  be  one  of  the  eight  (possibly  nine)  species  of 
unstreaked  Acrocephalus  of  the  West  Palearctic  region.  By  looking  at  the 
Acacia  twigs  on  which  the  bird  is  perched,  it  is  apparent  that  this  is  a 
w'ell-built  w arbler  and  the  assumption  that  it  is  one  of  the  three  (possibly 
four)  larger  species  is  fairly  safe;  the  vegetation  also  indicates  that  it  was 
photographed  in  southern  climes.  Thick-billed  Warbler  A.  aedon  has  an 
unmarked  pale  facial  appearance,  creating  a striking  black-eyed  look,  and  a 
shorter,  deeper  bill  (see  Brit.  Birds  76:  186-187).  There  isn't  much  left  to 
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consider  now,  and  surely  it  has  to  be  a Great  Reed  Warbler  A.  arundinaceus , 
which  is  big,  has  a good  supercilium  and  eye-stripe,  a stout  bill,  and  in 
general  fits  the  bird  in  question? 

Great  Reed  Warbler  it  is,  then,  or  rather  it  would  have  been  some  25 
years  ago,  before  taxonomists  decided  that  there  were  far  too  many  forms 
included  within  that  species.  Southern,  more  tropical,  forms  are  chiefly 
resident  and  consequently  have  relatively  shorter  wings  than  the  northern, 
migratory,  races  and,  additionally,  their  songs  are  rather  different.  The 
Great  Reed  complex  was  split  into  two  major  groupings:  the  more  northern 
forms  were  retained  as  Great  Reed  Warbler,  and  the  southern,  more 
resident,  group  renamed  as  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  A.  stentoreus. 

The  bird  has,  therefore,  to  be  re-studied  more  carefully.  The  primary 
extension  is  short,  showing  six  evenly-spaced  and  narrowly-spaced  primary 
tips,  and  is  only  about  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  exposed  tertials.  If  we 
look  carefully  at  good  photographs  of  Great  Reed  Warbler,  we  can  see  that 
the  length  of  the  exposed  primaries  is  considerably  greater,  showing  wider 
spaces  between  the  seven  or  eight  exposed  tips,  and  that  the  length  of  the 
bunched  primaries  roughly  equals  that  of  the  tertials.  Also,  our  bird’s 
supercilium  is  mainly  in  front  of  the  eye,  perhaps  extending  to  just  behind 
the  eye,  rather  as  on  a Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  A.  dumetorum , whereas  on  Great 
Reed  it  is  longer  and  often  prominent  behind  the  eye.  The  strikingly  long, 
dagger-like  bill  also  confirms  our  feelings  that  the  mystery  bird  is,  indeed,  a 
Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  (Great  Reed  has  a stout,  straighter  bill).  There 
are,  however,  two  other  problem  areas  to  consider.  First,  the  relict  popula- 
tions of  Great  Reed  in  the  Euphrates  of  Iraq  are  quite  different  from  ail 
others  in  being  smaller  and  in  having  particularly  thin  bills;  these  birds  are 
very  likely  a third  species,  Basra  Reed  Warbler  A.  griseldis , but  they  have 
long  primaries  and  much  too  thin  a bill  for  our  bird  (a  paper  on  the 
characters  and  taxonomic  position  of  this  form  will  be  appearing  in  British 
Birds  shortly).  A second  complication  is  the  Eastern  Palearctic  populations 
of  Great  Reed  (also  sometimes  given  full  species  treatment  as  Eastern  Great 
Reed  A.  orientals ),  which  are  potential  autumn  vagrants  to  Western 
Europe;  these  have  a different  wing  formula  from  western  Great  Reed 
Warblers  and  a slightly  shorter  wing,  but  their  bill  is  not  nearly  so  long  as 
that  of  our  bird. 

Only  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  fits  all  the  features,  and  the  excellent 
photographs  were  taken  by  Per  Schiermacher  Hansen  in  India  in  February 
1986.  In  the  field,  we  would  have  seen  that  its  upperparts  have  an  olive 
tone,  with  rufous  generally  confined  to  the  rump,  this,  together  with  the 
supercilium  pattern,  producing  a superficial  resemblance  to  a large  Blyth’s 
Reed;  the  western  race  is  more  rufous-toned,  and  some  individuals  have  an 
even  longer  bill  than  that  of  eastern  birds.  The  general  colour  of  Great 
Reed’s  upperparts  and  flanks  is  more  sandy-brown.  A useful  behavioural 
clue  is  the  distinctive,  slow,  ‘tail-flopping’  action  of  Clamorous  Reed 
Warbler.  S.  C.  Madge 

2 Church  Row,  Sheviock,  Torpoint,  Cornwall  PL  1 1 3 EH 

After  running  continuously  for  IOV2  years,  this  feature  will  now  take  a short  break,  but  will 
be  resumed  later  in  the  year.  Eds 
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Food  piracy  by  Red-footed  Falcons  On  28th  August  1983,  at  Gross 
Munzel,  near  Hannover,  West  Germany,  together  with  Mrs  Hilde 
Oldenburg,  we  were  watching  an  immature  Red-footed  Falcon  Falco 
vespertinus.  Eight  Buzzards  Buteo  buteo,  two  Honey  Buzzards  Pernis  apivorus , 
two  Marsh  Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus  and  seven  Kestrels  F.  tinnunculus  were 
in  the  vicinity.  About  100  m from  us,  one  of  the  Kestrels  dropped  on  to  what 
appeared  to  be  a small  rodent  and  was  immediately  attacked  by  the 
Red-footed  Falcon;  after  a brief  scuffle  on  the  ground,  the  Kestrel  flew  off 
and  the  smaller  falcon  started  to  devour  the  prey.  About  20  minutes  later, 
having  finished  its  meal,  the  Red-footed  Falcon  attacked  another  Kestrel 
carrying  a small  rodent  at  a height  of  about  40  m.  It  approached  from 
behind  and  slightly  below,  then  turned  on  its  side  and  tried  to  snatch  the 
Kestrel’s  prey  with  its  talons;  the  Kestrel  released  its  prey  immediately  and 
the  Red-footed  Falcon,  having  missed  it,  stooped  after  it,  but  the  rodent, 
before  the  falcon  could  reach  it,  was  caught  in  mid-air  by  a Buzzard  and 
carried  off.  The  Red-footed  Falcon  settled  on  a telegraph  pole  and  started 
preening.  Hermann  Oldenburg  and  Gunther  Ellwanger 

Georgstrasse  18,  28 JO  Verden/ Alter,  West  Germany 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented:  'Although  "piracy”  by  Red-footed  Falcons  on  Lesser 
Kestrels  F.  naumanni  has  been  recorded  (Aide.  Alag.  ( 1974):  180),  thisdetailed  account  concerns 
a successful  attack  on  the  larger  Kestrel,  when  it  was  already  on  the  ground  with  its  prey.  1 
have  seen  them  attack  and  rob  Lesser  Kestrels  only  in  flight  (in  Libya  and  in  France).'  Fds 

Lesser  YeLlowlegs  attempting  to  mate  with  Redshank  On  19th  March 
1983,  at  a small  pool  by  Hampden  Park,  Eastbourne,  East  Sussex,  I 
watched  a first-winter  Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes  attempt  three  times 
to  copulate  with  a Redshank  T.  totanus.  On  each  occasion,  as  it  chased  the 
Redshank  in  flight  around  the  pool,  it  uttered  a bubbling  call  reminiscent  of 
a Curlew  Numenius  arquata  interspersed  with  Redshank-like  ‘kew'  notes. 
Each  time  that  the  Redshank  landed,  the  Lesser  Yellowlegs  made  two  or 
three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  mount  it,  but  either  the  yellowlegs  lost 
balance  or  the  Redshank  took  off  again.  After  the  third  chase,  the  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  succeeded  briefly  in  mounting  the  Redshank. 

The  Redshank  never  appeared  to  initiate  the  precopulation  chasing, 
although  it  seemed  to  be  receptive  and  co-operative,  adopting  a submissive, 
horizontal  posture  immediately  prior  to  being  mounted  by  the  Lesser 
Yellowlegs.  Martin  S.  Garner 

Overton  House,  School  Lane,  Frodsham.  Cheshire  WA66AF 

^cbcntp-fiuc  pears  ago... 

‘On  January  31st,  1912.  I received  word  that  a small  owl  had  been  shot  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Seaton  Burn,  Northumberland.  Accordingly,  I immediately  cycled  over  to  the  house  of  the 
owner  at  Seaton  Sluice,  and  was  pleased  to  find  a specimen  of  Tengmalm's  Owl  (A Egolius  t. 
lengmalmi ) sitting  contentedly  in  a small  wooden  dove-cage.’  (Bril.  Birds  6:  8.  June  1912) 
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The  Barmston  Capped  Petrel  The  comments  appended  to  the  record  of 
Capped  Petrel  Pterodroma  hasitata  at  Barmston,  Humberside,  on  16th 
December  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79:  529)  gave  a very  false  impression  of  this 
important  and  exciting  record.  The  statement  ‘long  dead’  without  qualifi- 
cation is  most  misleading  and  conjures  up  thoughts  of  a decomposed 
skeletal  mess  which  had  lain  undetected  for  a very  long  time.  In  reality,  I 
was  privileged,  through  the  finders,  to  receive  the  corpse  (plate  142)  four 
days  after  its  discovery,  and  from  my  extensive  experience  of  beached 
corpses  during  the  last  25  years,  and  having  regard  for  the  prevailing 
weather  conditions,  judged  it  to  have  been  dead  for  about  two  weeks  at  the 
most,  a fact  that  was  stated  in  the  notes  supporting  the  record.  Apart  from 
some  ‘slipping’  of  the  head  feathers,  caused  by  leakage  of  fluids  from  the 
mouth  and  orbits,  the  body  was  in  relatively  good  condition,  albeit 
bedraggled,  and  would  have  made  a presentable  cabinet  skin,  save  for  the 
head.  In  the  event,  I removed  the  head  and  skinned  it  in  the  normal  way, 
losing  the  feathers  in  the  process.  The  wings  and  feet  were  removed  and  the 
former  washed  in  hot  detergent  and  petrol  which  re-instated  them  to 
excellent  condition,  enabling  the  very  narrow  pale  tips  to  the  juvenile  upper 
wing-coverts  to  be  seen.  The  viscera  were  intact  and  firm,  and  the  virginal 
ovary  easily  recognisable.  Thus,  the  term  ‘long  dead’  should  not  have  been 
included;  or  at  least  qualified. 


142.  C lorpse  of  first-winter  female  Capped  Petrel  Pterodroma  hasitata , Humberside,  December 

1 984  (/.  Cudworth) 


ITie  second,  and  perhaps  more  important,  issue  is  the  comment  that  ’In 
view  of  its  poor  condition,  there  does  seem  a chance  too  that  it  was  a 
ship-assisted  corpse.’  What  a strange  thing  to  say;  the  statement  is 
completely  without  foundation  and  clouds  the  validity  of  the  record  by 
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suggesting  that  the  bird’s  arrival  in  our  waters  was  by  means  other  than 
natural.  W hat  on  earth  prompted  the  statement  lIn  view  of  its  poor  condi- 
tion . . .’?  I he  bird  was  in  very  fair  physical  condition  insofar  as  the  pectoral 
musculature  was  normal  and  not  wasted  away.  The  remark  is  thus  fanciful 
and  completely  without  foundation.  The  wet  and  bedraggled  state  was 
nothing  more  than  the  result  of  being  dead  on  a North  Sea  beach  for  several 
days. 

It  is  most  unlikely  that  a bird  of  this  kind  would  land  on  board  a ship  in  its 
home  waters  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  it  did,  it  would  be  likely  to  be  cast 
overboard  by  the  crew,  whether  alive  or  dead.  There  is  absolutely  no  reason 
why  this  individual,  and  others  of  the  same  and  allied  species  which  will 
doubtless  have  occurred  and  gone  unrecorded,  should  not  wander  over  the 
Atlantic  to  find  themselves  in  the  North  Sea. 

I he  apparent  reluctance  of  those  who  write  the  species  comments  for  the 
Report  on  Rare  Birds  to  accept  such  probability  without  suggesting  what  is 
often  an  even  more  unlikely  mode  d'arrivee  for  some  species  is  damning  to  any 
record.  They  should  confine  their  remarks  to  the  known  facts  and  not 
indulge  in  unwarranted  speculation  just  for  the  sake  of  it. 

To  suggest  ship  assistance  for  the  species  in  question  is.  in  my  opinion, 
quite  improper  in  this  instance.  John  R.  Mather 

Eagle  Lodge , As  pin  Lane , Knaresborough , North  Yorkshire 

It  was  with  more  than  a little  puzzlement,  not  to  say  some  disquiet,  that  I 
read  the  accompanying  comments  to  the  record  of  Capped  Petrel  Pterodrorna 
hasitata  at  Barmston,  Humberside,  on  lfith  December  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
529).  I had  the  corpse  in  my  possession  for  almost  a day,  having  been 
requested  by  the  finders,  in  view  of  my  experience  of  the  species  over  the 
past  20  years,  to  verify  their  identification.  Certainly  the  bird  was  not  fresh, 
but  ‘long  dead’  is  perhaps  a little  misleading;  the  feathers  on  the  crown  were 
starting  to  slip  and  the  tail  was  missing,  otherwise  the  body  would  be 
considered  to  be  quite  well  preserved.  The  statement  to  which  I take  great 
objection,  however,  is  ‘In  view  of  its  poor  condition  there  does  seem  a 
chance  too  that  it  was  a ship-assisted  corpse.’  I can  see  no  reason  at  all  for 
this  statement  and  would  therefore  appreciate  the  reasons  behind  the 
hypothesis.  The  condition  of  the  corpse  in  no  way  suggested  this  to  me.  and 
I totally  fail  to  perceive  how  anyone  can  arrive  at  such  a conclusion.  It 
seems  strange,  also,  that  this  record  was  singled  out  for  this  treatment  when 
the  host  of  North  American  passerines  and  waders  which  arrived  on  our 
shores  are  deemed  to  have  done  so  under  their  own  power. 

In  my  23  vears  of  sea  going,  I have  found  large  pelagic  birds  extremely 
unlikely  to  come  on  board  an  ocean-going  vessel:  indeed,  my  own 
experience  of  this  is  limited  to  several  occurrences  in  the  harbours  of  South 
Georgia  whilst  the  vessel  was  at  anchor,  in  poor  visibility  and  whilst  strong 
floodlights  were  in  use  on  deck.  It  is  also  my  experience  that  any  dead  bird 
found  on  board  a ship  is  invariably  thrown  over  the  side  immediately  and 
anv  live  bird  fed  and  ‘launched’  overboard  at  the  first  opportunity.  Thus, 
the  idea  of  a dead  bird  remaining  on  board  a ship  for  any  length  of  time  is 
unfounded. 
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Letters 


It  is  appreciated  that  ship  assistance  does  not  rule  out  acceptance  of  a 
record,  but  in  this  instance  I feel  the  suggestion  is  improper  and  should  be 
withdrawn.  W.  F.  Curtis 

Farm  Cottage,  Church  Lane,  Atwick,  East  Yorkshire 

The  vague  term  ‘long  dead’  can  be  interpreted  in  different  ways,  but  to  a ringer  it  has  a 
special  meaning:  that  the  bird  has  been  dead  so  long  that  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  how 
long.  It  is  most  useful  to  have  John  Mather’s  expert  estimate  of  two  weeks. 

The  phrase  ‘poor  condition’  can  also  have  different  meanings  depending  upon  whether  it 
refers  to  the  physical  condition  of  the  bird  at  death  or  the  condition  of  the  corpse  when  found. 

Looking  at  plate  142,  many  ordinary  birdwatchers  might  refer  to  the  corpse  as  being  ‘long 
dead’  and  in  ‘poor  condition’.  We  are,  however,  happy  to  accept  the  expert  view  that  it  was  a 
two-week-old  corpse  of  a bird  which  died  when  in  a ‘fair  physical  condition’. 

The  final  point  of  contention  is  the  reference  to  the  possibility  of  the  bird’s  origin  as  a 
ship-assisted  corpse.  This  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  that  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union 
Records  Committee,  which  is  responsible  for  maintaining  the  British  list,  places  all  species 
which  have  only  ever  been  found  dead  on  the  tideline  in  ‘Category  D’,  on  the  grounds  that 
‘there  is  a reasonable  doubt  that  they  have  ever  occurred  in  a wild  state’.  The  BOLIRC  will,  in 
due  course,  be  considering  the  evidence  and  pronouncing  its  decision  concerning  this  Capped 
Petrel  record;  the  comment  in  the  ‘Rarities  report’  drew  attention  to  this  aspect  of  the  record 
assessment  process.  It  is  very  useful  to  have  W.  F.  Curtis’s  expert  view,  in  the  light  of  his 
extensive  sea-going  experience,  and  the  BOURC  will  doubtless  take  this  into  account.  Eds 


Names  of  petrels  Reading  the  ‘Report  on  rare  birds  in  1985’  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  526-588),  I was  particularly  interested  in  the  record  of  Capped  Petrel 
Pterodroma  hasitata , washed  ashore  on  a Humberside  beach  in  December 
1984.  Rather  a sad  end  for  a species  with  a fascinating  and  mysterious 
history.  Even  sadder  is  the  fact  that  the  local  name  of  the  bird,  Diablotin, 
appears  to  be  as  much  in  danger  of  dying  out  as  the  species  itself.  Where 
birds  such  as  petrels  feature  in  the  economic  or  historic  context  of  islands  or 
human  populations  on  islands,  it  is  surely  not  asking  a lot  to  preserve  the 
local  name  and  incorporate  it  into  modern  usage?  ‘Clapped  Petrel’,  or 
‘Black-capped  Petrel’  as  the  bird  is  now  referred  to  in  the  USA,  are  names 
which  tell  us  little  about  the  bird  or  its  history.  There  are  several  species  of 
Pterodroma  and  shearwaters  which  have  caps  or  a capped  appearance.  Along 
with  the  endangered  Cahow  Pterodroma  cahow  of  Bermuda,  the  Gon-Gon 
Pterodroma  Jeae  of  the  Deserta  & Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  the  virtually 
extinct  Friera  Pterodroma  madeira  of  Madeira,  the  local  names  are  more 
quaint  and  evocative  than  their  rather  bland  English  equivalents.  The 
Diablotin,  the  ‘devil  bird’,  should  not  be  allowed  to  fade  away. 

W hile  on  the  subject,  might  I also  put  in  a plea  for  the  re-instatement  of 
Harcourt’s  Storm-petrel  Oceanodroma  castro  instead  of  Madeiran  Petrel.  This 
species  does  not  in  fact  breed  on  the  island  of  Madeira,  but  on  several 
islands  of  the  archipelago  and  elsewhere  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  Even 
more  misleading  is  the  ‘Band-rumped  Storm-petrel’,  as  often  used  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I think  that  Vernon  Harcourt  should  be  given  the 
credit  he  deserves  for  discovering  this  species — on  the  Desertas — and 
should  take  his  rightful  place  beside  Eeach  and  W ilson  in  petrel  lore.  Are 
there  any  who  disagree?  Bernard  Zonfrillo 

28  Brodie  Road , Glasgow  G21 3SB 
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1 here  are,  ol  course,  at  least  two — generally  conflicting — points  of  view  concerning  English 
names.  Mr  Zontrillo  has  put  the  case  for  retaining  (or  resurrecting)  traditional  names,  even 
when  these  give  the  novice  no  clue  to  the  affinities  of  the  bird.  An  alternative  view  would  be 
that  an  English  name  should  at  least  give  some  indication  of  the  bird's  taxonomic  position. 
I hus,  Capped  Petrel  does  indicate  even  to  non-ornithologists  that  the  bird  is  a seabird  (since 
most  people  have  heard  of ‘the  stormy  petrel’),  whereas  Diablotin  could,  to  a member  of  the 
general  public,  be  anything  from  a relative  of  the  Goldcrest  to  a relative  of  the  Ostrich  (or  even 
a mammal,  or  a lizard). 

1 his  letter  is  published  to  whet  readers’  appetites  for  the  forthcoming  debate  on  English  bird 
names,  following  proposals  Irom  the  BOU  Records  Committee,  which  will  be  detailed  and 
discussed  in  a future  issue.  Eds 

Mediterranean  terns  I was  interested  in  the  letter  (Smart  1984)  which 
questioned  the  identity  of  the  yellow-billed  terns  in  Tunisia  and  Libya.  My 
own  response  (in  litl.  to  British  Birds , 1984)  included  some  20-year-old  field 
notes  from  Libya,  and  I was  apprehensive  that  1 may  have  followed 
Moltoni’s  original  identification  too  readily  (Bundy  1976).  I have  now  been 
able  to  look  again  at  Moltoni’s  1938  paper,  in  which  he  included  photo- 
graphs of  mounted  specimens  as  well  as  measurements.  Checking  the 
measurements  of  birds  obtained  at  the  Libyan  colony  against  BIVP  seems  to 
confirm  the  identity  of  the  birds  as  Lesser  Crested  Terns  Sterna  bengalensis. 
Moltoni  gave  the  following  measurements:  Wing  307-3 17mm;  Tarsus 
25mm;  Tail  146-  153mm;  Bill  56-62 mm. 

My  original  letter  also  expressed  some  doubts  about  Libyan  terns  on 
account  of  apparent  size  (size  illusion?)  and  birds  exhibiting  very  yellow 
bills  in  autumn,  as  well  as  other  minor  points.  Baker  (1984)  scrutinised 
summer  roosts  near  Benghazi  and  noted  some  size  variation  when  com- 
pared with  Sandwich  Terns  S.  sandvicensis.  Confirmation  of  Lesser  Crested 
Terns  in  Libya  does  not,  of  course,  rule  out  the  possibility  of  Royal  Terns  S. 
maxima  occurring  in  the  western  Mediterranean.  Graham  Bundy 

The  Crest , Blythe  Shute , Chale , Isle  oj  Wight  P0382HJ 
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Diary  dates 

This  list  covers  July  1987  to  June  1988 


4th  July  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
middle  east  agm.  Natural  History  Museum, 
Cromwell  Road,  South  Kensington,  London. 
Programme  details  from  the  Secretary, 
OS  ME,  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy.  Bedfordshire 
> SGI9  2DL. 


28th  July  British  ornithologists'  club.  Dr 
P.  Osborne  on  ‘Bird  life  in  Lesotho'.  Central 
London.  Non-members  should  write  (enclos- 
ing SAE)  at  least  21  days  before  to  Hon. 
Secretary,  R.  E.  F.  Peal,  2 Chestnut  Lane, 
Sevenoaks,  KentTNl33AR. 
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31st  July-9th  August  society  of  wildlife 
artists’  annual  exhibition  (including 
display  of  winning  entries  in  ‘Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year’  and  ‘The  Richard  Richardson 
Aw'ard’  competitions).  The  Mall  Galleries, 
The  Mall,  London  SVV1.  Open  10  a.m.-5 
p.m.  Admission  £1.00  (free  to  SWLA 
members). 

24th-28th  August  10th  international 

CONFERENCE  ON  BIRD  CENSUS  WORK  AND  ATLAS 

studies.  Helsinki,  Finland.  Details  from 
IBCC/The  Finnish  Ornithological  Society, 
P.  Rautatiekatu  13,  SF-00100  Helsinki, 
Finland. 

11th- 13  th  September  Scottish  orni- 
thologists’ CLUB  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  & 
agm.  The  Pollock  Halls,  University  of 
Edinburgh.  ‘Scottish  farming  and  birds.’ 
Details  from  John  Davies,  SOC,  21  Regent 
Terrace,  Edinburgh  F.H7  5BT. 

21st-24th  September  international 
conference  on  steparic  birds.  ‘Popula- 
tions, communities  and  ecosystems.’  Valla- 
dolid, Spain.  Details  from  Dr  Vicente  Ena, 
Departamento  de  Ecologia,  Facultad  de 
Biologia,  Universidad  de  Leon,  Leon,  Spain. 

23rd-27th  September  4th  international 
WILDLIFE  FILM-MAKERS’  SYMPOSIUM  1987. 
‘What’s  next?’  The  University,  Claverton 
Dov.m,  Bath,  Avon.  Details  from  Anne 
Fenton,  Symposium  Organiser,  BKSTS, 
547-549  Victoria  House,  Vernon  Place, 
London  WC1B4DJ. 

3rd-4th  October  rspb  national  sponsored 
birdwatch  weekend.  ‘Zeiss  Race  Against 
Time.’  Details  from  RSPB,  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL. 

3rd-4th  October  young  ornithologists’ 

CLUB/NAT  WEST  NATIONAL  SPONSORED  BIRD- 
WATCH.  Details  from  YOC,  c/o  RSPB. 

24th  October  bto/buckinghamshire  bird 
club  one-day  conference.  Contact  Jim 
Knight,  telephone  06286  64386. 

24th  October  rspb  London  day  & agm. 
Anugraha  Hotel,  Wick  Lane,  Englefield 
Green,  Egham,  Surrey  TW20  0XN.  Details 
from  Mrs  Marcella  Hume,  RSPB. 


Diary  dates 

28th-31st  October  raptor  research 
foundation  annual  meeting.  Boise,  Idaho, 
USA.  Symposium  on  the  migration  of 
raptors  in  v.'estern  North  America.  Details 
from  Rich  How'ard,  Endangered  Species 
Program,  US  Fish  & Wildlife  Service,  Boise 
Field  Office,  4696  Overland  Road,  Room 
576,  Boise,  Idaho  83705,  USA. 

6th  November  rspb  grand-finale  eric 
morecambe  memorial  appeal  celebrity 
gala  concert.  Royal  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  conducted  by  Sir  Charles  Groves., 
The  Barbican,  London.  Tickets,  enquiries: 
Bobbie  Shepley,  RSPB. 

6th-8th  November  irish  wildbird  conser- 
vancy/bto  birdwatchers’  conference.  Co. 
Tipperary,  Ireland.  Details  from  IWC, 
Southview,  Church  Road,  Greystones,  Co. 
Wicklow',  Ireland. 

14th  November  bto/dorset  bird  club  one- 
day  conference.  Contact  Derek  Beau- 
champ, telephone  0305  68585. 

28th  November  bto/west  wales  trust  for 
nature  conservation  one-day  conference. 
Haverfordw'est.  Contact  Graham  Rees,  tele- 
phone 0437  66572. 

4th-6th  December  bto  annual  conference 
& agm.  Hayes  Conference  Centre,  Swan- 
w'ick,  Derbyshire.  Details  from  Tim  Davis, 
BTO,  Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Hertfordshire 
HP23  5NR. 

llth-13th  December  national  exhibition 
of  cage  and  aviary  birds.  National  Exhibi- 
tion Centre,  Birmingham.  Details  from  Brian 
Bvles,  Editor,  ‘Cage  and  Aviary  Birds’, 
Prospect  House,  9-15  Ew'ell  Road,  Cheam, 
Surrey  SM3  8BZ. 

12th  December  oriental  bird  club  agm. 
London.  Details  from  OBC,  c/o  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG 1 9 2DL. 

8th-10th  January  bto  ringing  and  migra- 
tion conference.  Hayes  Conference  Centre. 
Details  from  The  Ringing  Office,  BTO. 

23rd-24th  January  yoc  garden  birds 
survey.  Details  from  YOC. 


Diary  dates 

30th  January  (provisional)  bto/wor- 

CESTERSHIRE  TRUST  FOR  NATURE  CONSERVA- 
TION one-day  conference.  Details  from  Tim 
Davis,  BTO. 

30th  January  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’. 

30th  January  Closing  date  for  ‘Best  recent 
black-and-white  bird-photographs’. 

12th- 14th  February  bto/the  wildfowl 
trust  ‘wildfowl’  conference.  Hayes 
Conference  Centre.  Contact  Stephen  Baillie, 
telephone  044  282  346 1 . 

4th-6th  March  (provisional)  iwc/rspb  ai.l- 
IRELAND  CONFERENCE  ON  BIRD  CONSERVATION. 

Republic  of  Ireland.  Details  from  IWC. 

5th  March  bto/kent  ornithological 
society  one-day  conference.  Canterbury. 
Details  from  Tim  Davis,  BTO. 


289 

5th  March  soc/bto  conference.  Inverness. 
Details  from  SOC. 

14th  March  Closing  date  for  entries  for  ‘Bird 
Illustrator  of  the  Year’. 

19th  March  BTO  ONE-DAY  CONFERENCE. 
Norwich.  Contact  Moss  Tavlor,  telephone 
0263  823637. 

29th  March- 10th  May  YOC  FLIGHT-LINE. 
Migration  phone-in.  Telephone  Sandy 
(0767)  80551.  Tuesdays  only,  5.30  p.m.-7.00 
p.m.  Records  from  adults  welcomed. 

8th- 10th  April  RSPB  MEMBERS’  WEEKEND. 
University  of  York.  Details  from  Mrs  Mar- 
cella Hume,  RSPB. 

9th  April  bto/gwent  ornithological 
SOCIETY  ONE-DAY  CONFERENCE.  Goytre 
Village  Hall,  Penperlleni.  Details  from  Peter 
Martin,  telephone  0633  440700. 


Sheila  D.  Cobban , Fountains , Park  Lane , Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 


Announcements 


XX  International  Ornithological  Congress  1990  The  XX 

International  Ornithological  Congress  will  take  place  in  Christ- 
f ■ church.  New  Zealand,  from  2nd-9th  December  1990.  Professor 
S Charles  G.  Sibley  (USA)  is  President  and  Dr  Ben  D.  Bell  (NZ)  is 

Secretary-General.  The  anticipated  Congress  programme  v,ill 
' 1 include  plenary  lectures,  symposia,  contributed  papers  (spoken 

and  posters),  workshops,  discussion  groups  and  films.  There  will 
be  a mid-Congress  excursion  day.  Pre-Congress  and  post- 
Congress  excursions  are  planned  to  interesting  ornithological  sites  in  New 
Zealand  and  adjacent  regions.  Requests  for  the  First  Circular  and  sugges- 
tions regarding  Congress  organisation  should  be  addressed  to:  Dr  Ben  D. 
Bell,  Secretary-General,  XX  International  Ornithological  Congress, 
Department  of  Zoology,  Victoria  University  of  Wellington.  Private  Bag, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand. 


New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  new  books  can  be 
obtained  post  free  to  BB  subscribers  through  British  BirdShop: 

Harrison  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd.  revised  edition 
Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 


Requests 


Birds  at  Petra  For  a proposed  review  of  records  in  the  journal  Sandgrouse , all  old  as  well  as 
recent  bird  records  from  Petra,  South  Jordan,  are  requested  by  Jorg  Wittenberg,  Dehnhaide 
31,  D-2000  Hamburg  76,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

Migration  survey  in  northeast  China  In  October-November  1987,  Chinese  ornithologists 
intend  to  study  migration  through  the  coastal  town  of  Beidaihe  in  Hebei  Province.  The  survey 
will  concentrate  on  recording  large  diurnal  migrants  such  as  cranes,  storks,  geese,  bustards 
and  raptors.  In  autumn  1986,  a British  expedition  recorded  296  species,  notably  2,700 
Oriental  White  Storks,  14,500  Pied  Harriers,  six  species  of  crane,  47  species  of  wader.  Relict 
Gulls  and  many  Siberian  passerines,  including  17  species  of  warbler  and  16  of  bunting.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  British  ornithologists  will  consider  joining  the  survey  for  varying  periods, 
both  to  increase  the  observer-coverage  and  to  communicate  their  skills  and  enthusiasm  to  the 
Chinese  workers.  Volunteers  must  be  prepared  to  pay  their  own  expenses;  assistance  will, 
however,  be  given  with  travel  and  accommodation  arrangements.  For  further  information 
please  contact  Dan  Duff,  c/o  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge  CB2  1RF. 

Green  Warbler  To  accompany  the  account  of  the  first  British  and  Irish  record,  any  photo- 
graphs or  drawings  of  the  September/October  1983  Isles  ofScilly  individual  will  be  welcomed. 
Photographs  of  the  species  taken  elsewhere  will  also  be  useful  for  reference  and  possible 
publication.  Please  send  to  Mrs  Sheila  Cobban,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford 
MK44  3NJ. 


Reviews 


Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe.  By 
Christopher  Perrins.  General  Editor:  Sir  David  Attenborough. 

Collins,  London,  1987.  320  pages;  over  1,500  colour  illustrations.  Paper- 
back, £6.95. 

Despite  its  title,  general  appearance  and  size  (just  a few  millimetres  wider  and  taller  than  most 
field  guides),  this  is  definitely  not  just  another  field  guide.  As  one  might  expect  from  this 
author,  it  contains  a wealth  of  information  in  addition  to  bird  identification. 

Other  than  Contents,  Foreword,  Preface  and  Index,  it  is  divided  into  four  parts.  Part  1,  The 
Evolution  of  Birds,  covers  51  pages,  and  is  subdivided  into  14  chapters  including  Bird’s  Place 
in  the  Animal  Kingdom,  Feathers,  Natural  Selection  and  Speciation.  Part  2,  The  Directory  of 
Species,  is  1 43  pages  long,  and  is  the  field  guide  section,  with  72  pages  of  text  and  7 1 of  colour 
illustrations  by  Norman  Arlott.  Part  3,  The  Lifeofa  Bird,  has  82  pages  containing  21  chapters, 
some  of  which  are  Moult,  Migration,  Breeding  Season  and  Parental  Care.  Part  4,  The  Ecology 
of  Birds,  covers  29  pages,  with  four  chapters  including  Bird  Populations  and  Protection  and 
Conservation. 

There  are  very  few  birdwatchers  who  would  not  increase  their  bird  knowledge  by  reading 
Parts  1,  3 and  4.  The  varied  topics  have  been  covered  not  only  in  depth  and  with  great 
expertise,  but  also  in  a thoroughly  readable  fashion.  Even  the  most  complex  subject  seems 
readily  understandable,  to  which  the  author’s  frequent  use  of  sub-headings  has  no  doubt 
contributed  as,  in  no  small  measure,  have  the  abundant  colour  illustrations  by  Crispin  Fisher, 
Robert  Gillmor,  Alan  Harris,  Martin  Knowelden,  Bruce  Pearson  and  Philip  Snow. 

Though  Part  2 is  not  directly  referred  to  as  a field  guide,  there  is  no  doubt,  from  its  layout 
and  from  the  Foreword,  that  that  is  what  it  is  intended  to  be.  As  such,  it  does  not  compare 
particularly  favourably  with  the  better  field  guides,  due  to  the  limited  space  available  (about 
45%  of  the  book).  Two  examples  follow,  comparing  the  New  Generation  Guide  with  the  Country 
Life  Guide  ( review,  Brit.  Birds  80:  28-29) . The  New  Generation  Guide  covers  1 4 gull  species  on  two 
double-page  spreads,  with  14  distribution  maps  and  70  colour  illustrations,  whilst  the  Country 
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Life  Guide  includes  20  gull  species  on  six  double-page  spreads,  with  15  distribution  maps  and 
97  colour  illustrations.  Both  books  contain  ten  woodpecker  species,  each  with  a distribution 
map,  but,  whilst  the  New  Generation  Guide  has  29  colour  illustrations  on  IV2  double-page 
spreads,  the  Country  Life  ( >uide  has  38  colour  illustrations  on  three  double-page  spreads.  As  can 
be  surmised,  the  individual  colour  illustrations  are  very  much  smaller  than  we  have  come  to 
expect  from  a field  guide,  furthermore,  although  the  general  standard  of  illustration  is  good, 
many  birds  appear  somewhat  wooden  in  attitude  and  at  least  a couple  of  plumage-pattern 
errors  have  been  made.  One  example  concerns  the  second-summer  Herring  Gull  Larus 
argentatus,  depicted  as  having  dark  subterminal  marks  on  the  inner  primaries,  which  is  quite 
wrong,  but  is  correct  for  the  far  rarer  and  confusable  first-year  Ring-billed  Gull  L.  delawarensis . 
I he  lack  of  space  also  affects  the  texts,  which  occupy  about  53%  of  the  width  of  a page,  the 
remainder  being  taken  up  by  the  distribution  maps.  The  average  of  just  over  six  species  texts 
per  page  is  achieved  by  the  combination  of  very  small  printing  and  a limited  content.  The  final 
contribution  to  space-saving  is  the  number  of  species  covered:  no  Nearctic  species  are 
included,  except  for  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  maculana  (presumably  on  the  strength  of  the 
unsuccessful  breeding  attempt  in  Scotland  in  1975),  and  eastern  species  are  restricted  to 
Richard  s Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  and  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus.  The 
total  number  of  species  is  433,  compared  with  528  fully  covered  by  the  Country  Life  Guide  (an 
average  of  6. 1 species  per  double-page  spread,  compared  with  3.9  species  in  the  Country  Life 
Guide).  Though  Part  2 professes  to  follow  Voous’s  nomenclature,  with  minor  changes  in 
sequence  to  suit  the  layout  of  colour  plates,  Mandarin,  Stone-curlew,  Rufous  Bush  Robin  and 
Two-barred  Crossbill  are  not  given  their  Voous  English  names.  Colour  illustration  captioning 
errors  have  been  made  in  several  places,  but  have  been  corrected  by  an  erratum  slip. 

The  shortcomings  of  the  field  guide  section  apart,  the  New  Generation  Guide  is  an  extremely 
interesting  and  enjoyable  book,  presenting  to  the  reader  a wide  spectrum  of  bird  information, 
much  of  which  was  not  previously  to  be  found  outside  far  larger  works.  Peter  Lansdown 


The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds:  a guide  for  ornithologists.  By 
K.  E.  L.  Simmons.  Illustrated  by  Robin  Prytherch.  Bristol 
Ornithological  Club,  Bristol,  1986.  119  pages;  over  100  line-drawings. 
Paperback  £7.50. 

In  his  preface  to  this  most  informative  book.  Dr  Simmons  mentions  that  ‘a  well-known 
ornithologist  and  birder’  once  said  that  he  was  interested  in  everything  about  birds  except 
their  behaviour.  As  the  author  comments:  ‘.  . . any  serious  birdwatcher  cannot  but  be 
interested  and  want  to  understand  “what  birds  do”  in  all  its  manifestations.’ 

Certainly,  anyone  who  carefully  reads  this  book  cannot  fail  to  end  it  with  a very  full 
knowledge  of  what  birds  do  when  they  sunbathe  (though  the  author  does  not  much  like  this 
bad  old  term  and  prefers  ‘sunning’)  even  if  they  are,  as  the  author  himself  seems  to  be,  a little 
unsure  of  the  precise  details  of  the  functions  of  one  form  of  this  behaviour. 

Dr  Simmons  describes  in  very  full  detail  the  sunning  behaviour  of  all  birds  for  w hich  such 
behaviour  has  been  recorded.  Many  of  them  he  has  himself  observed  and  studied,  from  Brown 
Boobies  on  Ascension  to  Dunnocks  in  his  Leicestershire  garden.  These  personal  observations 
set  a seal  of  authority  on  the  book  and  add  enormously  to  its  interest. 

The  reader  is  spared  any  effort  to  visualise  any  of  the  postures  described  as  they  are  all 
beautifully  and  accurately  illustrated  by  Robin  Prv  therch’s  superb  drawings. 

Sunning  is  a widespread — although,  for  most  species,  a potentially  dangerous — habit, 
rendering  them  liable  to  predation  and,  in  some  cases,  to  risk  from  heat  stress.  Hence,  the 
author  concludes,  it  must  be  of  real  functional  value  and  cannot  have  arisen  only  because  the 
birds  find  some  forms  of  it  pleasurable.  The  movements  and  postures  of  sunning,  anting, 
dusting  and  (water)  bathing  mostly  differ  from  each  other,  and  where  they  are  similar  this  does 
not  imply  that  they  are  in  any  way  related.  ‘Each  is  a distinctive  behaviour  pattern  in  its  own 
right.’ 

The  author  concludes  that  there  are  two  main  adaptive  types  of  sunning  behaviour,  which 
have  different  functions.  The  first  he  terms  ‘sun-basking’,  which  he  treats,  along  with 
behaviour  shown  to  other  sources  of  heat  (such  as  smoking  chimneys),  as  a type  of  heat- 
basking.  Its  function  is  to  absorb  heat  and  it  is,  thus,  a form  of  thermoregulatory-  behaviour. 
Some  species,  such  as  the  Roadrunner  and  some  grebes,  have  special  areas  of  black-pigmented 
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skin  and/or  plumage  that  are  exposed  when  sun-basking  (or  heat-basking)  for  use  in  heat 
absorption  but  which  at  other  times  are  concealed  by  (differently  coloured)  plumage. 

In  the  second  main  type  of  sunning,  called  ‘sun-exposed’  by  the  author,  the  wings  and 
tail — and  often  also  feather  bases  elsewhere  and  the  nipple  of  the  oil  gland  (in  species  in  which 
the  oil  gland  is  functional) — are  exposed  to  the  sun  and  the  bird  stares  into  the  sun  with  one 
eye.  This  sun-exposure  is  often  indulged  in  under  conditions  that  indicate  that  it  is  being  done 
in  spite  of  the  bird  being  distressed  by  the  heat.  Sun-exposure  appears  to  function  ‘in  feather 
maintenance  and  related  ways,  and  hence  is  a form  of  comfort  behaviour'. 

This  book  is  not  perhaps  ‘easy  to  read',  if  by  that  one  means  it  requires  no  effort  of 
concentration  on  the  part  of  the  reader,  but  all  who  are  interested  in  what  birds  do  will  find  it  of 
absorbing  interest,  and  anyone  with  any  interest  in  birds  will  revel  in  the  illustrations.  Indeed 
it  may,  and  I hope  will,  convert  some  who  now  show,  or  at  least  claim,  little  interest  in  bird 
behaviour.  Perhaps  it  will  result  in  the  eavesdropping  birdwatcher  overhearing  such 
exchanges  as: 

A:  ‘Well,  did  you  see  Britain ’s  first  Magellanic  Plover?’ 

B:  ‘No.  It  was  gone  when  I got  there.  ’ 

A:  ‘ Rotten  luck.  A wasted  journey ?’ 

B:  'Far Jrotn  it.  Had  lovely  views  oj  a Dunlin  sunning.  Must  write  to  Ken  about  it!’ 

Derek  Goodwin 

The  Forever  Aeroplane:  model  gliders  with  microcomputer  aided 
flight  control  and  self  navigational  capabilities.  By  J.  T.  C.  Rankine. 

Tutorbrook,  Kirkham,  1986.  285  pages.  Paperback  £7.50. 

The  forever  aeroplane  is  a hypothetical  model  glider  controlled  by  an  onboard  microcomputer 
and  navigational  system.  The  author,  who  is  a physicist  in  the  chemical  industry,  attempts  to 
solve  the  mysteries  of  avian  navigation  in  a novel  way  by  resolving  the  design  problems  of  such 
a machine.  I am  always  eager  to  read  ornithologically  relevant  material  written  by  experts  in 
other  fields,  as  a different  slant  is  often  illuminating.  I therefore  had  high  hopes,  but  was 
disappointed.  Though  the  book  has  a multidisciplinary  interest,  it  is  slanted  towards 
aeromodellers  and  technical  specialists.  It  is  not  a definitive  work,  but  rather  a framework  for 
further  discussion  and  design  among  interested  parties. 

Of  the  12  chapters,  three  are  devoted  to  avian  navigation  and  homing.  The  remainder 
discuss  general  problems  and  the  mathematics  of  design  and  navigation  techniques,  much  of 
which  is  of  marginal  interest  to  an  ornithologist.  The  ornithological  subjects  are  treated 
sketchily,  and  the  author’s  knowledge  is  equally  incomplete,  with  some  wildly  inaccurate 
statements  and  conjectures.  For  example,  soaring  raptors  do  not  avoid  long  water  crossings 
because  their  overseas  navigation  is  poor;  they  just  can’t  find  the  upcurrents!  Arctic  Terns 
appear  in  South  Australia  by  accident,  not  design;  and  I find  ludicrous  the  suggestion  that  few 
migrants  are  found  within  ten  degrees  of  the  equator  in  Africa  because  navigation  is  difficult  in 
that  latitude  zone.  Not  mentioned  are  recent  advances  in  physiology,  in  which  it  is  postulated 
that  the  pineal  gland  and  related  structures  are  the  main  seat  of  both  accurate  circadian 
time-keeping  and  magnetic  compass.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  glider,  major  navigational 
errors  would  arise  if  magnetic  inclination  (dip)  was  used  to  indicate  latitude. 

Although  the  book  is  nicely  produced,  the  text  is  rambling,  and  frequently  ruined  by 
grammatical,  spelling  and  other  errors  which  I must  censure.  For  a scientist,  the  author  is  also 
very  careless  in  the  use  of  mathematical  convention.  The  many  figures,  often  positioned 
sideways,  are  situated  at  the  chapter  ends — a very  annoying  and  inconvenient  placing  in  a 
softback  that  does  not  lie  flat.  To  read  one  such  diagram,  the  book  must  be  turned  upside 
down,  with  the  relevant  text  being  eight  pages  earlier! 

To  be  fair,  some  of  the  ideas  are  fascinating,  and  the  author  is  to  be  commended  for  airing 
them.  It  is  a shame  that  collaboration  with  biologists  was  not  sought  before  the  book  was 
completed;  the  text  would  then  have  the  credibility  essential  to  a pioneering  discussion  such  as 
this.  Although  not  qualified  to  judge  the  book  in  aeromodellers’  terms,  I would  say  that 
ornithologically  it  shows  only  that  bird  navigation  is,  and  always  will  be,  streets  ahead  of 
anything  man  can  emulate.  The  subject  matter  may  well  be  worth  further  study,  but  1 am  not 
convinced  that  co-operation  with  other  disciplines  would  lead  to  any  further  understanding.  I 
cannot  recommend  this  book  to  any  birder,  unless  he  or  she  is  also  a most  ardent  builder  of 
working  models.  Norman  Elkins 
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Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of ‘British  Birds’ 


Bernard  King  1 1 is  v,  ith  great  regret  that  v,e 
have  to  report  the  death  of  Bernard  King  in 
Florida,  USA,  on  26th  March  1987.  He  was 
there  with  his  wife,  Marjorie,  on  a visit  to  his 
daughter  and  family  who  are  resident  in 
Florida.  He  died  from  a heart  attack  whilst 
on  a birdwatching  trip  on  a fishing  boat, 
looking  for  seabirds  off  the  Florida  coast.  He 
was  in  peak  form,  by  all  accounts,  thus 
making  his  death  all  the  more  unexpected 
and  tragic.  Birdwatchers  in  the  southwest,  in 
Cornwall  and  Bristol  in  particular,  will  miss 
the  unmistakable  personality.  Bernard’s 
many  contributions  to  BB  and  other  journals 
testify  to  his  wide-ranging  interest  in  birds, 
both  rare  and  common,  but  less  obviously  to 
his  enthusiasm  when  amongst  friends  and 
when  guiding  newcomers  to  the  hobby.  We 
will  all  miss  him,  but  none  more  so  than  his 
family,  to  whom  we  send  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy. A fuller  appreciation  will  appear  in  a 
future  issue. 

Weathercall  and  Marinecall  These  are 
two  new  phone-in  services  which  should 
prove  particularly  useful  to  many  bird- 
watchers. They  offer  forecasts  for  areas  by 
phoning  the  relevant  number;  National  and 
three-  to  six-day  long-term  forecasts  will  also 
be  available.  Free  cards  (wallet  size)  which 
detail  the  numbers  for  each  of  the  27  Weath- 
ercall areas  and  15  Marinecall  areas,  and 
charges,  are  provided  by  Telephone  Infor- 
mation Services  Ltd,  Dewhurst  House.  24 
West  Smithfield,  London  EC1A  9DL,  or  b\ 
ringing  01-236  3500. 

Forestry  Commission  helps  conservation 

When  he  heard  that  an  area  for  which  a 
tree-planting  grant  had  been  approved  was  a 
wet-meadow  site  with  breeding  Redshank 
Tringn  to/anus  and  Snipe  Gallinago  gal/inago, 
the  Forestry  Commission  Conservator  for 
eastern  England,  Mr  M.  Dinning,  promptly 
decided  to  withdraw  the  grant  approval.  In 
turn,  this  action  eventually  persuaded  a 
previously  obdurate  local  district  planning 
committee  to  reverse  its  decision  to  insist  on 
tree-planting  of  the  wet-meadow  site  (origin- 
ally intended  to  compensate  for  tree-felling 


elsewhere).  A satisfactory  result,  pleasing  to 
the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  Planning 
Department,  the  Beds.  & Hunts.  Wildlife 
Trust,  the  Bedfordshire  NHS,  the  NCC,  the 
RSPB,  and  the  local  people  w ho  had  tried  to 
save  the  wet-meadow  site.  With  goodwill 
from  the  site’s  owner,  the  meadow  will 
remain  as  rough  grazing,  and  hopefully  w ill 
retain  its  breeding  waders.  It  is  a pleasure  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  the  Forestry  Com- 
mission on  having  made  this  sound  decision, 
to  the  benefit  of  the  wildlife  interest  of  the 
site. 


Berkshire  Atlas  Group  Anyone  living  in  or 
visiting  the  county  of  Berkshire  during  this  or 
the  next  three  or  four  summers  may  like  to 
help  with  the  breeding  bird  survey  based  on 
tetrads  which  is  being  organised  by  Ian 
Collins  (24  Leigh  Field,  Mortimer.  Berkshire 
RG7  3 I T)  and  Andy  Swash  (22  Stratfield 
Avenue,  Tadley,  Hampshire  RG26  6CD). 

Shropshire  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  This 
year  is  the  third  in  the  project’s  five-year 
span.  The  scheme  is  run  by  the  Shropshire 
Ornithological  Society,  supported  and 
assisted  by  the  Shropshire  Trust  for  Nature 
Conservation.  A newsletter,  giving  prelim- 
inary tetrad  map  results,  was  produced  in 
January  1987.  Anyone  interested  in  assisting 
should  contact  Jack  Sankev,  1 1 Mardol 
Terrace.  Smithfield  Road.  Much  Wenlock. 
Telford  TF13  5BH. 

‘Twitching’  and  The  Bird  Information 
Service  Tw  itchers  in  need  of  the  latest  news 
now  hav  e their  own  hotline,  provided  by  the 
newly  formed  Bird  Information  Service,  and 
monthly  magazine.  Twitching.  The  first  two 
issues,  cov  ering  Januar\r  and  February  w ere 
each  out  within  the  first  few  days  of  the 
following  months,  so  topicality  is  the  essence 
of  this  new'  service.  We  noted  lots  of  compli- 
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mentary  comments  about  British  Birds 
scattered  within  the  pages  of  Twitching.  This 
new  mag  fills  a vacant  niche  and  will  be 
widely  welcomed,  we  feel  sure,  by  all  those 
whose  passion  is  rare  birds.  The  annual 
subscription  is  £15.00  (which  includes  the 
use  of  ‘Bird  Alert’).  The  editorial  board 
consists  of  Steve  Gantlett,  Richard  Milling- 
ton and  Lee  Evans.  For  further  information 
concerning  the  Bird  Information  Service, 
write  to  Mrs  H.  Millington,  Appletree 
Cottage,  Marshside,  Brancaster,  King’s 
Lynn,  Norfolk  PE31  8AD. 

Gwen  Bonham  leaves  the  BTO  After  23 
years  as  the  Trust’s  ever- reliable  liaison  of- 
ficer / secretary  / receptionist  / co-ordinator  / 
conference  organiser  / admin,  officer,  Gwen 
Bonham  has  now  left  Beech  Grove.  Everyone 
who  has  experienced  her  friendly  and  profes- 
sional efficiency  when  dealing  with  almost 


any  query  or*problem  will  appreciate  that  it 
will  not  be  easy  for  the  BTO  to  find  as  a 
replacement  anyone  so  dedicated  to  its  aims 
and  so  well-liked  by  its  membership.  We  at 
‘BB’  wish  Gwen  the  very  best  of  luck  for  the 
future. 

‘Come  up  and  see  me  sometime’  We  have 
periodically  noted  misprints  in  newspapers 
and  magazines.  Now  it  is  the  turn  of  tele- 
vision’s Ceefax.  Its  Country  Diary  noted  the 
presence  in  Shetland  of ‘a  Kind  Eider’:  pre- 
sumably a species  which  stays  around  so  that  * 
no  twitchers  dip  out. 

Change  of  address  of  Recorder  The 

address  for  Rodney  Key,  Recorder  for 
Derbyshire,  is  now  3 Farningham  Close, 
Spondon,  Derby  DE2  7DZ. 


Monthly 

reports 


The  new  title  for  this  feature  reflects  a change  in  approach.  The  grape- 
vine has  now  become  so  efficient  that  news  of  rarities  and  influxes  of 
scarce  species,  such  as  Garganeys  Anas  querquedula  or  Rough-legged 
Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus,  are  known  to  most  birdwatchers  within  a day  or  two 
(or  even  an  hour  or  two)  of  the  occurrence.  Organisations  such  as  ‘the  Bird 
Information  Service’  and  ‘Birdline’,  both  of  which  advertise  their  services 
in  British  Birds,  make  this  news  instantly  available  by  telephone  to  anyone 
for  an  annual  payment. 

The  printers’  schedules  for  a monthly  magazine  such  as  British  Birds 
make  it  impossible  to  be  as  up  to  date  as  today’s  birdwatchers  demand. 
There  is,  however,  still  a clear  need  for  a regular  summary  of  bird 
observations  in  the  whole  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  drawing  together  the 
events  which  form  annual  patterns.  Was  there  a strong  passage  of  Little 
Stints  Calidris  minuta  or  Curlew  Sandpipers  C.  jerruginea  in  autumn  1986? 
When  was  the  last  sizeable  invasion  of  Waxwings  Bombycilla  garrulus? 
Which  was  the  best  recent  summer  for  records  of  Quails  Coturnix  coturnix? 
Such  questions  can  be  answered  by  referring  back  to  ‘Recent  reports’. 


Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 
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To  supply  this  service,  this  feature  will  continue,  but  will  appear  one 
month  later  than  hitherto,  giving  the  authors  a little  more  time  to  collect 
and  collate  all  the  records,  and  so  provide  a more  reliable  and  comprehen- 
sive review  of  each  month.  (Until  now,  they  have  had  to  complete  their 
typescript  within  the  first  few  days  of  the  end  of  the  month  which  they  were 
describing.)  1 bus,  this  month’s  issue  contains  the  February  (rather  than 
the  March)  summary. 

We  shall,  however,  be  retaining  the  name  ‘Recent  reports’  to  head  a short 
section  of  more  up-to-date  news,  which  will  be  arranged  in  standard 
systematic  order  for  quick  reference.  Eds 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  February 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

After  the  chill  of  January,  milder  Atlantic 
air  displaced  the  cold  Continental  flow  as  the 
centres  of  high  pressure  drifted  east  and 
south.  On  13th,  a ridge  of  high  pressure 
developed  from  Greenland,  bringing  in 
colder  Arctic  air  on  northerly  winds.  An 
anticyclone  formed  to  the  west,  establishing 
this  northerly  flow  until  24th,  after  which  it 
drifted  across  to  the  east,  allowing  the 
Atlantic  westerlies  to  bring  mild  wet  weather 
in  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Before  leaving  January’s  cold,  however, 
there  were  some  large  movements,  not  pre- 
viously reported,  ahead  of  the  snow.  On  10th 
January,  Lapwings  Vanellus  vanellus  were 
seen  moving  southwest  over  Hilton  (Cam- 
bridgeshire) at  the  rate  of  2,000  an  hour, 
while  468  passed  south  over  Llandrindod 
Wells  (Powys)  in  half  an  hour;  small  parties 
of  Wigeons  Anas  penelope  and  Pintails  A. 
acuta  were  also  noted  on  this  date  over  Hilton, 
but  these  were  eclipsed  by  the  staggering 
totals  of  27,000  and  900  of  these  species, 
respectively,  coasting  south  past  Landguard 
(Suffolk)  along  with  3,500  Shelducks 
Tadorna  tadoma , while  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent) 
recorded  1,660  Wigeons  north  and  1,569 
south.  Consequent  on  these  movements, 
W igeons  became  very  widespread  in  large 
numbers:  the  county  of  Avon  held  about 
12,000  from  midmonth,  with  7,000  at 
Northwick  Wharf  alone  on  24th  January. 
Eight  Bean  Geese  Anser  jabalis  at  Ogston 
Reservoir  (Derbyshire)  on  15th  January' 
were  no  doubt  cold-weather  immigrants, 
whilst  further  to  last  month’s  report  of  2,000 
pale-bellied  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla  hrota 
at  Lindisfarne,  150  (also  of  Spitsbergen 
origin?)  arrived  on  the  Ythan  Estuary 
(Grampian)  on  16th  January.  Further 
reports  of  Red-necked  Grebes  Podiceps 
grisegena , Smews  Mergus  albcltus  and 


Waxwings  Bombycilla  garrulus  indicate  a 
widespread  arrival  in  January  of  these  three 
species.  The  cold  snap  helped  to  concentrate 
numbers  ol  Ruddy  Ducks  Oxyura  jamaicensis 
to  a new  site-maximum  of  730  at  Chew 
Valley  Lake  (Avon)  on  16th  January,  and 
102  at  the  less  usual  locality  of  Walton 
Reservoir  (Surrey)  on  31st  January,  and 
Snow  Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis  reached 
1,000  on  the  Ythan  Estuary  in  mid  January. 
A Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta , present  on 
Guernsey  (Channel  Islands)  from  Septem- 
ber, finally  left  on  9th  January  ahead  of  the 
bitter  weather. 

Wildfowl 

Long-staying  vagrants  included  a Bfent 
Goose  of  the  Nearctic/Siberian  race  B.  b. 
nigricans  at  Cley  (Norfolk),  a Red-breasted 
Goose  B.  ruficollis  at  Falkenham  (Suffolk), 
Ring-necked  Ducks  Aythya  collans  at  Drift 
Reservoir  (Cornwall)  and  at  Frimley/ 
Mychett/Coleford  Bridge  Gravel-pits 
(Surrey/Hampshire)  (plate  145),  where 
there  was  also  a Ferruginous  Duck  A. 
nyroca,  and  a pair  of  Surf  Scoters  Melanitta 
perspicillata  at  Rossnowlagh  (Co.  Donegal) 
seen  copulating  on  the  sea.  The  Harlequin 
Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus  in  Sullom  Yoe 
(Shetland)  remained  to  about  20th,  and  also 
in  Shetland  were  King  Eider  Somateria 
spectabilis  and  Surf  Scoter.  Three  further 
Surf  Scoters  appeared  off  Newcastle  (Co. 
Down)  on  18th  with  1,500  Common  Scoters 
M.  nigra,  while,  in  W ales,  a duck  turned  up  at 
Llanfairfechan  (Gwynedd)  and  a drake  near 
Porthmadog  (Gwynedd)  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  A drake  Velvet  Scoter  M.jusca  was 
off  Hinkley  Point  (Somerset)  on  10th.  while 
in  the  same  county  on  the  same  date  there 
was  still  an  American  Wigeon  Anas 
americana  at  W imbleball  Lake.  This  species 
had  previously  been  noted  on  Guernsey  and 
the  Eden  Estuary  (Fife)  in  late  January.  A 
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drake  Falcated  Duck  A.  jalcata  was  found 
with  Wigeons  at  Pitsford  Reservoir  (Nor- 
thamptonshire) on  15th  (plate  135),  staying 
the  rest  of  the  month  — an  exciting  bird,  no 
matter  what  its  origins  — and  another 
appeared  at  Motney  Hill  in  the  Medway  near 
Gillingham  (Kent)  on  21st.  In  the  light  of  the 
huge  Wigeon  invasion  and  the  fact  that 
Dutch-ringed  Wigeons  have  been  recovered 
within  the  breeding  range  of  Falcated  Duck, 
these  birds  are  perhaps  more  likely  to  be  of 
w ild  origin  than  have  previous  claims.  The 
first-ever  records  of  Falcated  Duck  in 
Thailand,  on  3rd  and  6th  February  (Bangkok 
Bird  Club  Bull.  4(3):  10),  suggest  that  there 
may  have  been  an  unusual  exodus  of  the 
species  from  its  normal  wintering  area  in 
1986/87. 


Two  Snow  Geese  Anser  caeru/escens  with 
Pink-footed  Geese  A.  brachyrhynchus  on  Wyre 
Moss,  Cockerham  (Lancashire),  present  a 
similar  problem.  The  regular  flock  of 
Greenland  White-fronted  Geese  A.  albifrons 
flavirostris  on  Loch  Ken  (Dumfries  & 
Galloway)  held  two  Bean  Geese  and  a small 
Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  on  8th,  while 
their  Russian  cousins  at  Slimbridge 
(Gloucestershire)  consorted  with  an 
immature  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  ,4. 
erythropus  from  7th  to  at  least  26th,  the  first 
there  for  several  winters. 

Another  inland  Eider  S.  mollissima  was  at 
Broadwater  Gravel-pit  (Hertfordshire)  from 
18th  January  into  February.  In  southwest 
Scotland,  numbers  of  Scaups  Aythya  marila 
were  high,  with  560  on  Loch  Ryan  (Dumfries 
& Galloway)  and  over  1,200  at  Garsethorne 
(Dumfries  & Galloway)  on  7th/8th. 

The  London  reservoirs  attracted  large 
numbers  offish-eating  birds  at  the  start  of  the 
month:  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  (Surrey)  held 
230  Goosanders  Mergus  merganser  and  52 
Smews  on  1st  (perhaps  the  largest  flock  of 
Smews  in  Britain  since  124  at  Walthamstow 
Reservoir,  Essex,  on  4th  March  1963),  and 
the  previous  day  there  had  been  435 
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Cormorants  Phalacrocorax  carbo  there  in  a 
single  feeding  flock!  The  same  day  saw  133 
Goosanders  on  Foremark  Reservoir 
(Derbyshire).  Smews  remained  in  good 
numbers  through  February,  other  double- 
figure  counts  reported  being  ten  at  Stirtloe 
(Cambridgeshire)  on  14th.  and  13  on 
Hickling  Broad  (Norfolk)  on  27th. 


Seabirds 

Red-necked  Grebes  were  well  represented 
earlv  in  the  month  with,  for  example,  three 
together  on  Grafham  Water  (Cambridge- 
shire) on  1st,  though  numbers  soon  dropped 
with  the  onset  of  milder  weather.  A Great 
Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cnstatus  on  Loch  of 
Stenness  (Orkney)  on  31st  January  was  only 
the  ninth  dated  Orkney  record,  while  a Pied- 
billed Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  on  Kenfig 
Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan)  from  10th  was  the 
tenth  for  Britain.  The  White-billed  Diver 
Gavia  adamsii  at  Filey  Brigg  (North 
Yorkshire)  on  31st  January  was,  sadly,  found 
on  the  rocks  oiled  and  moribund  on  2nd, 
though  the  regular  one  seen  from  the 
Whalsay  Ferry  (Shetland)  seemed  as  healthy 
as  ever,  and  was  joined  by  a second 
individual  on  7th.  Also  in  Shetland,  rivalling 
the  Harlequin  in  rarity  if  not  looks,  was 
Britain’s  longest-staying-alive  Briinnich’s 
Guillemot  Uria  lomvia  at  Hamnavoe,  Burra, 
from  3rd  to  7th,  on  which  last  date  a second 
was  more  typically  picked  up  dead  there. 

The  Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea 
melanophris  had  returned  to  its  Hermaness, 
Unst  (Shetland),  ledge  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 
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White-winged  gulls  remained  very  scarce. 
A first-winter  Iceland  Gull  l.  arus  glaucoides 
visited  Stanton  Harcourt  Gravel-pit  and 
1 armour  Reservoir  (Oxfordshire)  between 
5th  and  7th,  and  an  adult  of  the  North 
American  race  L.  g.  kumlieni  was  at  Banff 
(Grampian)  from  January  into  February. 
Ring-billed  Gulls  /..  delawarensis  remained 
predictable,  suggesting  few,  if  am,  new 
arrivals,  with  six  adults  in  Belfast  Lough  (Co. 
Antrim)  the  main  concentration.  Others 
included  two  at  Hayle  (Cornwall)  and  a 
bread-eating  first-w  inter  which  returned  to 
Chew  Valley  on  14th  after  an  absence  of 
several  weeks.  Mediterranean  Gulls  /.. 
melanocephalus  also  remained  widespread, 
and  the  Newcastle  (Tyne  & Wear)  Laugh- 
ing Gull  /..  atricilla  just  remained.  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  L.  pipixean  in  the  Helston/ 
Marazion  area  of  West  Cornwall  earlv  in  the 
month  was  a fresh  arrival.  At  nearby 
Newdyn,  a Bonaparte’s  Gull  /..  Philadelphia 
continued  to  delight,  and  another  was  found 
on  17th  by  the  keen-eyed  Ogston  Reservoir 
gull-roost  watchers,  coming  in  nightly  to  at 
least  24th. 


Adult  Forster’s  Terns  Sterna  Jorsteri  were 
seen  in  January,  sporadically  in  Co. 
Wexford,  for  two  days  on  St  Mary  ’s  ( St  illy) , 
on  the  Hayle  Estuary  (Cornwall)  at  the  start 
of  February,  and  off  Hinkley  Point  from  7th 
to  at  least  10th:  it  is  tempting  to  consider  the 
likelihood  of  their  all  being  one  and  the  same 
bird. 


Long-legged  birds 

1 wo  Bitterns  Botaurus  stellaris  could  be 
watched  nightly  coming  in  to  roost  in  the 
reed-bed  at  Fleet  Pond  (Hampshire),  and  a 
Crane  (7 rus  grits  stayed  the  month  near 
Helston  (plate  144). 

For  all  their  size,  the  Last  Anglian  Great 
Bustards  Otis  tarda  remained  very  elusive. 
1 he  three  seen  earlier  at  Kirton  (Suffolk) 
were  again  there  on  5 1 si  January  and  7th. 
around  which  date  perhaps  the  same  three 
took  up  residence  near  Leiston  (Suffolk)  until 
21st,  last  seen  heading  south  over  Sizewell 
Power  Station  next  day.  Meanwhile,  two 
seen  in  flight  over  Benaere  Broad  (Suffolk)  on 
8th  landed  briefly  on  Kessingland  Levels, 
before  pitching  down  near  New  Buckenham 
(Norfolk),  where  they  remained  until  10th. 
Two  were  then  seen  at  Horsham  (Suffolk) 
from  14th  to  25th.  Another  ‘possible’  was 
reported  by  a farmer  near  Fakenham 
(Norfolk)  on  13th. 

A count  of  more  than  50  Purple  Sand- 
pipers Calidris  maritima  at  Hunstanton 
(Norfolk)  mid  month  was  very  high  for  there; 
equally  impressive  was  365  at  Bamburgh 
(Northumberland)  on  25th  January  . 

Landbirds 

On  1 1th  January,  single  Red  Kites  Mitius 
mitvus  passed  over  Langley  Park  (Bucking- 
hamshire) and  Kew  Gardens  (Surrey).  A 
month  later  one  was  seen  near  Winchester 
(Hampshire),  and  the  last  week  of  the  month 
saw  an  individual  drifting  around  north 
Norfolk.  A wandering  Rough-legged 
Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus  was  seen  over  Bredon’s 
Norton  (Hereford  & Worcester)  on  15th.  and 
a grev  Gyrfalcon  Fa  Ira  rusticolus  typically 
showed  itself  to'one  person  on  Bodmin  Moor 
(Cornwall)  early  in  the  month,  while  there 
were  rumours  of  two  white  individuals  on 
Skve  ( Highland). 


298 


Monthly  reports 


Waxwing  numbers  peaked  at  70  at 
Washington  (Tyne  & Wear)  on  1st,  but 
rapidly  declined  thereafter.  Up  to  nine  could 
be  seen  along  the  Ipswich  (Suffolk)  ringroad, 
there  were  three  at  Knaphill  near  Woking 
(Surrey)  all  month,  and  two  reached  Larne 
(Co.  Antrim)  in  the  third  week.  Scarcely  less 
unusual  in  Northern  Ireland  were  two 
Turtle  Doves  Streptopelia  turtur,  one 
frequenting  a garden  at  Comber  (Co.  Down) 
with  Collared  Doves  S.  decaocto  from  the  end 
of  December  to  early  February,  and  a second 
on  the  west  shore  of  Lough  Neagh  (Co. 
Tyrone)  on  26th  January. 

Other  unseasonal  winterers  were  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  at 
Thatcham  (Berkshire)  and  Lesser  White- 
throat  Sylvia  curruca  on  a Southampton 
(Hampshire)  bird-table  from  29th  January 
to  at  least  9th.  An  even  more  remarkable 
bird-table  visitor  was  a Scarlet  Rosefinch 
Carpodacus  erylhrinus  at  Abbots  Langley 
(Hertfordshire)  from  early  December  to  13th 
January.  A Nutcracker  Nucifraga  caryo- 
catactes  came  to  another  garden  at  Cherry 
Hinton  (Cambridgeshire)  on  15th,  and  two 
Firecrests  Regulus  ignicapillus  were  seen  at 
Compton  Dando  Sewage-works  (Avon)  on 
12th. 

Notable  by  their  absence  or  scarcity  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  were  Redwings 
Turdus  iliacus,  Fieldfares  T.  pilaris  and 
Siskins  Carduelis  spinus. 

More  than  60  Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius 
lapponicus  were  seen  on  Terrington  Marsh 
(Norfolk)  on  1st,  the  day  after  one  at  Sand 
Bay  (Avon).  Two  Corn  Buntings  Miliaria 
calandra  at  Groomsport  (Co.  Down)  from  7th 
for  a few  days  were  rare  visitors  to  Northern 
Ireland,  and  120  Bramblings  Fringilla 
monlijringilla  nearby  late  in  January  was  a 
high  Irish  count.  Finally,  a Raven  Corvus 
corax  over  Ashbourne  (Derbyshire)  on  1st 
was  unexpected. 

Thanks 

It  is  time  we  thanked  again  all  our  contri- 
butors, regular  and  occasional.  We  are 
especially  indebted  to  the  20  or  so 
correspondents  who  send  in  sightings  every 
month,  whether  for  a county,  an  observatory 
or  their  own  patch.  W’b  owe  special  thanks  to 
Anthony  McGeehan:  without  his  help,  Irish 
coverage  would  be  much  the  poorer.  We  are 
also  grateful  to  all  those  artists  and  photo- 
graphers who  supply  the  drawings  and 
photographs  from  which  those  included  in 
these  reports  are  chosen. 


Recent  reports 

Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  St  Mary's 
(Stilly),  2nd  May;  Chichester  (West  Sussex), 
10th  May.  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 
nine  widely  scattered,  lst-6th  May,  includ- 
ing two  together  at  Swine  (Humberside), 
Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  and  Cuck- 
mere  \ alley  (East  Sussex).  Purple  Heron 
Ardea  purpurea  Rainham  Marsh  (Essex),  2nd 
May;  Alvecote  Pools  (Warwickshire),  +th 
May.  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 
Hardley  Flood  (Norfolk),  2nd-5th  May. 
Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  Dungeness, 
(Kent),  2nd  May;  Castle  Acre  (Norfolk),  3rd 
May;  Beaehy  Head  (East  Sussex),  Needles 
(Isle  of  Wight!,  Stanpit,  all  4th  May; 
Weybourne  (Norfolk),  9th  May.  Red-footed 
Falcon  Falco  vespertinus  Teesside  (Cleve- 
land), 1st  May;  Tophill  Low  (Humberside), 
4th  May;  Lowestoft  (Suffolk),  10th  May. 
Saker  F.  cherrug  Birsav  (Orkney),  28th  April. 
Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
Thurles  (Co.  Tipperary),  28th-29th  April; 
two,  Stanpit,  3rd  May;  two,  Pennington 
(Hampshire),  4th-5th  May;  Collingbourne 
Ducis  (Wiltshire),  4th-6th  May;  Farlington 
(Hampshire),  10th  May.  Collared  Pratin- 
cole Glareola pratincola  Frodsham  (Cheshire), 
29th-30th  April.  Dotterel  Charadrius 
morinellus  Large  passage,  including  30, 
Pendle  Hill  (Lancashire),  3rd  May;  65, 
Reedness  (Humberside),  6th  May.  Broad- 
billed Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  Seaton 
Snook  (Cleveland),  3rd-4th  May;  Breydon 
Water  (Norfolk),  4th  May;  Hickling  (Nor- 
folk), 10th  May.  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actilis 
macularia  Tamar  Lake  (Devon),  10th  May. 
Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
Penzance  (Cornwall),  2nd  May.  Caspian 
Tern  Sterna  caspia  Minsmere  (Suffolk),  8th- 
10th  May.  Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Two, 
Jersev,  28th  April;  three,  Gibraltar  Point,  5th 
M ay.  Eastern  Phoebe  Sayornis  phoebe 
Slapton  (Devon),  22nd  April.  Short-toed 
Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla  North  Ronald- 
sav  (Orkney),  2nd  May.  Lesser  Short-toed 
Lark  C.  rufescens  St  Mary’s,  lst-2nd  May. 
Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  Two, 
Stanpit,  2nd  May;  Gibraltar  Point,  2nd-6th 
May;  Grantham  (Lincolnshire),  3rd  May. 
Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 
Great  Saltce  (Co.  Wexford),  8th-  10th  May. 
Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocepba/us  arundi- 
naceus  Papa  Westray  (Orkney),  29th  April. 
Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  Holywell 
Pond  (Northumberland),  9th  May.  Wood- 
chat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  Prawle  (Devon), 
4th  May;  Portland,  5th  May. 
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143.  Crane  Crus  gras,  Cornwall,  February 
1987  (S.  C.  Hutchings) 


144.  Iceland  Gull  Lams  glaucoides,  Suffolk, 
February  1987  ( Steve  Young) 


145.  Male  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  col/aris 
with  female  Pochard  A.  Jerina , Surrey, 
January  1987  (Tony  Croucher) 


Monthly  marathon 

It  may  have  looked  tricky  at  first  sight,  but 
photograph  number  9 {Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  59) 
showed  sufficient  structural  detail  for  it  to  be  iden- 
tified by  the  majority  of  entrants.  Answers  received 
were: 

Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris  (57%) 


Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  (9% ) 

Reed  Warbler  A.  scirpaceus  (0%) 

Icterine  Warbler  H.  icterina  (4%) 

Melodious  Warbler  H.  polyglotta  (4% ) 

Olivaceous  Warbler  H.  pallida  (3%) 


Sponsored  by 


Other  answers  included  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis,  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti,  Savi’s  Warbler 
Locustella  luscinioides,  Paddyfield  Warbler  A.  agricola,  Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  A.  dumetorum, 
Spectacled  Warbler  Sylvia  conspicillata,  Whitethroat  S.  communis , Garden  Warbler  S.  borin , 
Bonelli’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  bonelli.  Wood  Warbler  P.  sibilatrix,  and  Tennessee  Warbler 
Vermivora  peregrina. 


Marsh  Warbler  was  the  correct  answer,  this  bird  having  been  photo- 
graphed by  David  Sadler  in  West  Sussex  in  September  1983. 

Looking  at  the  postcard  entries,  we  have  to  say  ‘Hannu  Jannes,  where  are 
you?’  With  no  postcard  received  from  one  of  the  two  expert  Finns  {Brit. 
Birds  80:  256),  and  a correct  entry  received  from  the  other,  Pekka  J. 
Nikander  now  stands  alone  on  nine-in-a-row  correct  answers.  Just  one 
more  to  be  identified  (number  10,  Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  69)  and  he  will  win 
the  SUNBIRD  holiday  prize.  If,  however,  Pekka  Nikander  fails  with 
number  1 0,  three  competitors  are  waiting  to  take  over  as  joint  leaders:  A.  R. 
Dean,  M.  J.  Inskip  and  M.  P.  Semmens  are  all  currently  on  two-in-a-row. 


146.  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  12.  Identify  the  species,  which 
has  occurred  in  the  Western  Palearctic.  Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send 
in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford 

MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th  July  1987 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

CLFY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  lour  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942 (BB91 1 ) 
1 5thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Koss/Here- 
tord  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civ  ilised  prices.  Log  fires,  CH,  12  bedrooms  inc 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais 
Routicr,  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish. 
AA/'RAC  tv,o  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary 
and  Dawlish  Warren.  Dav.lish  863260.  (BB162) 
NORTH  NORFOLK.  Attractive  comfortable 
cottage.  4 miles  Blakeney.  Sleeps  4.  Tel:  032875 
539.  (BB874) 

NR  MINSMERE.  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

CROMER  2 MILES.  Children  and  pets  always 
welcome  in  our  carefully  maintained  holiday 
cottages.  Very  attractive  countryside  near  long, 
sandy  beaches.  SAE  brochure:  Northrepps 
Holiday  Properties,  Cromer  NR27  0|\\.  0263 
51 2236".  ( BB 184) 


HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B 

evening  meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048 
525317  (BB182) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  Fligh  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  I BN. 
Tel:  042088892.  (BB181) 

DERBYSHIRE  PEAK  DISTRICT.  Self- 
catering  properties.  Personally  inspected.  Rural 
Vacations  Ltd,  Pipworth  Lane,  Eckington, 
Sheffield  S3 1 9EY.  Tel:  0246  432202.  (BB180) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB155) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Caravan  4 berth  on  quiet 
pleasant  site;  good  services,  h.w.,  el.  pts., 
showers.  Tel:  0502  723053.  ( BB  1 76) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthousc.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & Hows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  wav  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB169) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  lor  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 

NORFOLK — windmill  and  cottages,  nr. 
Blakeney.  Sleeps  8,  6 and  4.  Tel:  01-883  8137. 

(BB145) 

CLEY,  bed  and  breakfast  in  comfortable  home, 
all  the  year  round,  Birkhead,  The  Old  House. 
Cley. Tel:  0263  740996.  (BBI44) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4.  6 and  6 + 2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB  1 12) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal. 
Tel:  0539  22592.  office  hours.  ( BB20) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY— Sea  view  Moorings,  St. 
Mary  s.  Personal  service  from  resident  pro- 
prietors. l ony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details  or 
telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dinglev  on  0720  22327. 

(BB915) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  lot 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching,  Spring  and  Autumn 
migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the  Flane- 
burg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from  £35. 
Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

EXE  ESTUARY  (2  km).  Noted  for  wintering 
Avocets.  B&B.  All  rooms  twin  beds,  CH.  H&C. 
Expert  advice  and  warm  welcome  from  Keith  and 
Helen  Grant,  1 Pvtte  House,  Clyst  St  George, 
Devon.  Tel:  (0392  87)  3354.  (BB24) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crowden, 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham.  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 
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COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering,  available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden.  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican. 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and  Bemp- 
ton.  A coast  that's  rich  in  history  and  wildlife. 
Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals,  explore  the 
nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and  South  Land- 
ing. Send  for  details  and  Bridlington  Colour 
Guide  to:  Publicity  Dept.  17,  The  Spa.  Brid 
lington,  East  Yorkshire  YOl5  3JH.  A con- 
tribution towards  postage  appreciated. 
(BB65) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  05987  201.  (BB962) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House, 
St  Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds 
overlooking  the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan 
or  Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 


GEORGE  & DRAGON  HOTEL, 
CLEY-NEXT-SEA,  NR.  HOLT, 
NORFOLK  NR25  7RN. 

With  views  overlooking  the  marshes  we  are  in  an 
ideal  situation  and  oiler  everything  the  birdwatcher 
requires.  During  our  first  year  we  have  made  many 
changes  and  improved  the  facilities.  We  can  now 
oiler  en-suite  bathrooms,  4-poster  Bed,  Video 
equipment  lor  lectures,  along  with  attractive  bars. 
Real  Ale,  friendly  company  and  excellent  home- 
cooked  food.  For  further  details: 

Tel:  Cley  (0263)  740  652. 

(BB201) 


BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6, 
C.H.  v, 'ell-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

BLAKENEY  — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

MINSMERE  12  miles,  BB  or  BB&L  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Tel:  Ubbeston 
(098683)  235  for  reservations.  (BB149) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wfteelhou.se,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BBI43) 


WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&G.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  I he 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB152) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH,  available  all  year.  Sea 
views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland,  Riding,  Golf, 
R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 

House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  I el:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB187) 

BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Heritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/'EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  Y015  1AT.  (BB1 17) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole  . 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset,  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305)  772268. 

(BB75) 

FOUR  MILES  INLAND  FROM  CLEY,  large 
studio/bed  sit  for  two  with  kitchen/diner  and 
bathroom.  Stibbe,  Foundry  House,  Lethering- 
sett,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt  712329.  (BB204) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A unique  and  charming  16th  century  free- 
house  in  3 acres,  and  some  en  suite  accom- 
modation available  in  modern  chalet  block,  bed 
& breakfast  or  weekly  rates.  Ample  car  parking. 
CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks  or  rest,  meals  avail. 
Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB5!) 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 

Wide  range  of  birds  — Seabirds,  Migrants,  Waders 
and  some  Rarities  — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest,  Arne  RSPB,  Poole  Harbour,  Brownsea 
Island.  Studland  Bay,  Studland  Nature  Reserve, 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Durlston  Country  Park.  (With  or 
without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.)  Heritage 
Coast. 

This  Hotel  — 21  rooms  ensuite,  tea  and  coffee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m from  Sv.anagc  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
with  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn,  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conference/function/dance 
suite. 

DURLSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH19  2AE. 

Tel:  0929  422430/424557  (BB161) 

LAWNS  HOTEL,  1 loll.  Norfolk.  Bargain  breaks 
of  two  days  inc:  BB&D  £37  only.  I cl:  0263 
713390.  (BB205) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Eindisfarnc 
Reserve  and  Flic  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  (Kit)  83  336.  (BB206) 
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OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas,  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  CRM  9SH.  Tel:  Upper 
Warlingham  (088-32)  2013.  (BB207) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private  bath 
room,  radio,  I A .,  tea/cofi'ee  making  facilities  in  a 
delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magnificent 
views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley.  Very  close 
Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £73.50  per  person.  (7  nights 
£150.)  Please  write  or  phone  for  brochure. 
1 hwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite,  Keswick, 
Cumbria.  Tel: 059-682281.  (BB2I0) 

LANDS  END.  1 7th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
T.V.,  Linen  provided.  I V2  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70p.w.  Brochure 0736 87 242.  (BB211) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria,  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary's.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situatec 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  aw'aits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  ( BB2 1 2) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB213) 

YORKSHlkE  DALES.  Bishop  Garth  Guest 
House,  Newbiggin-in-Bishopdale,  is  noted  for 
comfort  and  good  cooking.  Tel:  096-93  429. 

(BB 197) 

RYE,  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE) 

secluded  coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House.  Peasmarsh.  Tel:  340.  (BBI99) 

SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  fiat  and  one  cottage 
to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  421 . (BB140) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel.  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col. 
brochure/ tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on 
selected  dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  by  Garve,  Rossshire.  Pel:  085  483  234. 

(BB60) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality-,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes.  SAE  please:  I ourist 

Association,  Boat  of  Garten.  Inverness.  (BB90M) 
ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  for  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches. 
Otters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House. 
Isle  of  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  ( BB66) 


THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

ISLES  OF  ISLAY  AND  JURA.  Argyll.  Ideal 
base  for  birdwatching  enthusiasts.  Hotels  & self- 
catering establishments  offer  holiday  packages 
including  car  ferry  tickets.  Illustrated  brochure 
from  Islay  and  Jura  Marketing  Group,  55 
Frederick  Crescent.  Port  Ellen,  Islay  PA42  7BD. 
Tel:  04962413.  (BB215) 

ST  KILDA.  Why  not  v isit  Britain's  most  remote 
group  of  islands!  Stay  on  our  luxury  charter  boat 
or  the  main  island  of  Hirta.  All  group  enquiries 
welcome.  Details  and  brochure:  G.  Mitchell,  25 
Glasgow  Street,  Glasgow  GI2  8JM  . (BBI96) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland. 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  fits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/B. 
Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut.  I he 
Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness-shire. 
Tel:  (047-984)  278.  A warm  welcome  guaranteed. 

(BB27) 

A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 
countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  of 
South-West  Scotland  arc  within  easy  reach.  Full 
colour  brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B),  Douglas 
House,  Newton  Stewart  DG8  6DQ.  I cl:  0671 
2549.  (BB55) 

STRATHBEG  and  the  seabird  colonies  of  the 
Buchan  coast.  Comfortable  B&B/EM.  STB 
approved/listed.  'Ivy dene'.  Mintlaw  AB4  8EB. 
0771  23118.  (BB200) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew'. 
Ardrioch,  Derv  aig.  IsleofMull.ortel:  068 84  264. 

(BB19) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries. 
6 miles  Caerlav  crock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  v ear.  Eel:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  nev.  management) 
Coldingham  Bav.  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  To  let.  comfortable  holiday 
bungalow  with  storage  heating,  sleeps  6 in  3 
bedrooms,  fully  equipped.  Ideally  situated  lor 
birdwatching  (overlooks  new  RSPB  reserve, 
including  main  roost  for  barnacle  geese),  fishing, 
hillwalking,  sandy  beaches  within  easy  reach. 
Applv  to:  Mrs  ).  Archibald.  Craigens.  Gruinart. 
Islaw  Argyll  PA44  7PW.  Tel:  049  685  256. 

(BB202) 
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COMFORTABLE  GUEST  HOUSE  adjacent 
Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve.  5 bedrooms,  h&c,  tea- 
making facilities.  Good  food,  B&B  from  £8.50. 
SAE.  Stone,  Tyglyn,  Eglwysfach,  Machynlleth. 
Vegetarians  welcome.  Tel:  065-474  348. 

(BB188) 

BRECON  BEACONS  NATIONAL  PARK. 

Llanthony  Valley  a haven  for  artists,  Ornitholo- 
gists, bookworms,  and  w alkers.  We  have  a lovely 
old  cottage  which  we  let.  Why  not  enjoy  the  valley 
from  our  base!  (Wales  Tourist  Board  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Self-Catering)  Sleep  6.  £160  to  £285 
per  week.  Tel:  0633  244293  (Tues  to  Fri). 

(BB189) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale,  Pembrokeshire 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
‘Highground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  I'rearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB157) 

ANGLESEY.  Holy  Island.  Ideal  venue  for  Club 
or  Group  field  trip  or  holiday.  Accom  for  20  with 
all  mod  cons.  Wholesome  food  or  self-catering. 
In  AONB  300  m from  coast,  close  S.  Stack  and 
other  excellent  sites.  Ian  and  Maggie  Wright. 
Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB5) 

TREGARON  — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB214) 

WEST  WALES  near  Aberaeron.  Award  winning 
farm  offers  a haven  of  peace  for  birds  and  guests 
alike.  Gourmet  food.  Licensed  Mrs  Goddard, 
Bikerehyd  Farm,  Pennant,  Llanon,  Dyfed  SY23 
5PB.  Tel:  097  46  365.  (BBI42) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Award-winning  cottages 
in  beautiful  rural  location.  Sleeps  2-6.  Pets 
welcome.  Brochure:  Mrs  Woodruff,  Cilrhiw, 
Narberth.  Tel:  083  483  657.  (BB16) 

DOLGELLAU.  S/'c  flats  5 + 3,  linen  inc. 
Restored  barn  adjoining  owner’s  house.  Very- 
quiet  forest,  fields,  river.  All  yeai.  No  pets. 
Burgess,  Esgair  Wen,  Llanfachreth.  0341  41229. 

(BB167) 

TINTERN—  excellent  accommodation  and  a 
warm  welcome  at  a small  400  year  old  guest 
house.  Judith  Russill,  Wye  Barn,  The  Quay, 
Tintern,  nrChepstov.'.  029-18456.  (BB166) 


SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  ( BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

CAMARGUE.  To  let  village  house  v, . gdn.  Also 
farm  cottage.  Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le 
Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  010  33  90  98  90  41. 

(BB172) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips,  200  + . 
local  species.  BG  total  400  +.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklists:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 

V ancouver,  BC  V6R1 H2  Canada.  (BB 148) 


AUSTRALIA 

Queensland,  spend  a few  days 
birdwatching  at  Cassowary  House, 
in  the  rainforest  nr.  Cairns. 

Good  accommodation  and  guiding. 

John  Squire,  Box  252,  Kuranda  4872, 
Australia,  or  brochure  only. 

c/o  Hayescroft,  Grants  Lane, 
Wincanton  BA9  9LY. 

(BBI93) 


BIRDING  IN  COSTA  RICA’S  Talamanca 
Rainforest  (300  m)  and  Gloudforest  (2500  m) 
with  all  the  comforts  of  private  homes.  Each 
location  includes  vast  stretches  of  virgin  forest. 
Weekly  rates:  $5.50  US  double.  Rainforest: 
Michael  Snow,  Apartado  73,  Siquirres,  Costa 
Rica;  Highlan2s:  Steve  Friedman,  Apartado  655, 
Cartago,  Costa  Rica. 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel /accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  ' (BBI60) 


CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to 
October.  Details  from  the  Secretary,  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Tel:  0624  75522. 

(BB100) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTG,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 INF.  (BB  1 14) 
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To  advertise  phone  0621  815085 


MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGHTON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Peregrine 
causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all  near. 
Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o-Sands, 
Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB8I) 

ECOLIDAYS  LTD.  Excitingly  different  bird- 
watching/natural history  programme  for  1987. 

I unisia/ Lake  Ichkeul,  Spain,  Papua  New 
Guinea.  Special  Teenage  Holidays.  Contact  us 
at:  2b  Canal  Wharfe,  Leeds  LS11  5 PS.  Tel: 
(0532)  7 17423 (24 hours).  (BB198) 

BIRDWATCH,  CORNWALL.  3rd-9th  October 
1987,  £118  inclusive.  5 days  of  field  trips, 
special  help  for  beginners.  Exciting  seabirds, 
waders,  ducks  and  birds  of  prey.  Local  RSPB 
leaders.  I wo  star  hotel  with  Scandinavian 
leisure  centre.  For  brochure  and  bird  list  phone 
Malcolm  Pavitt,  0736  795294.  The  Cornwallis 
(formerly  Karenza  Hotel),  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 

(BB150) 

WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

escorted  birdwatching  holidays  throughout 
the  world. 

Remaining  1987  tours  include: 

ARIZONA  23  Jul-12  Aug 
KENYA  22  Sept-8  Oct 
DARJEELING  & ASSAM  9 Nov-27  Nov 
ETHIOPIA  13  Nov-29  Nov 
GAMBIA  18  Nov-2  Dec 
For  further  details  write  to:  96  Fore  Street, 
Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  lPYor  j; 

Telephone:  0548  61 78. 
Recommended  by  British  Birds.  § 


PERSONALLY  escorted  wildlife  tours  in  one  of 
Britain's  finest  natural  history  areas,  Angus  in 
east  Scotland.  Accommodation,  food  and  trans- 
port provided.  £ 150/week.  Apply  to  Linnaea 
Fours,  Heughhead  by  Arbroath,  Angust  02412 
253  for  brochure.  Niall  Benvie.  (BB70) 


KENYA  1987/88 

Unbeatable  value  in  high  quality  accom- 
modation: expert  leaders;  leisurely  pace.  1 7 
days  from  £ 1 ,380;  24  days  from  £ 1 .595. 
Brochure:  Papyrus  Fours.  4 Howden 
Close,  Doncaster  DN4  7JW 
lei:  0302  530778  ' (BBI77) 

KENYA  Birdwatching  and  Wildlife  Safaris. 
18  December  exploring  Masai  Mara,  Mount 
Elgon,  Lakes  Baringo  and  Naivasha.  1 Januan 
visiting  Tsavo  East  and  West,  Amboseli,  Indian 
Ocean  and  Lake  ,)ipe.  2-weeks  All  Inch  £985. 
ADVENTURE  AFRICA.  The  Square.  Rams- 
burv.  Wilts. .0672 20569.  (BB195) 

BIRD  REPORTS 


WEST  MIDLAND  BIRD  REPORTS,  1984 
and  1985  £2.80  each,  1981. 82  and  83,  £2.30  each. 
Birds  of  the  West  Midlands,  £17.  Ruddy  Duck 
car  sticker,  50p.  All  prices  inc.  p&p  from  Mrs  D. 
Dunstan,  4 Blossomfield  Road,  Solihull  B91  1 LD. 

(BB101 ) 


BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London 's  leading,  ornithological  book  stockists 

INSTOCK  — 

Redman  & Harrap:  Birdwatching  in  Britain. 
£12.9').  Lambournc:  John  Gould  Birdman.  £8.95. 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater:  Shorcbirds.  2nd 
edition.  £21.95.  Moore:  The  bird  of  time.  PB  £9.95. 
Lane:  Shorebirds  in  Australia.  £24.95.  Paz:  The 
Birds  oflsrael. 

ICBP.  B IO,  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  ^ 
Superb  stock  .nailable  for  browsing.  2C 

2,  3,  4 & 5 Sackville  St,  London  VV1 X 2DP.  ' 
01-734  1 150.  Just  oil  Piccadilly . Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— lor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road.  Tunbridge 
Wells.  Kent.  (BB208) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsad, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BBI53) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  Titles — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redwing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road.  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

( BB80) 

ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let  s 

look  at  . . .'  series.  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  I'he 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia.  Eastern 
Austria.  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  POil 
2PW.  (BB12I) 

FINE  NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS  bought 
and  sold.  R.  Norman,  Hart-on-the-Hill.  Dalton 
Piercy,  Hartlepool,  Cleveland.  Tel:  0429  73857. 

(BB9) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — 
St  Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road.  Great 
Malvern.  Worts  (068  45)  62818.  (BB18) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells, 
Norfolk.  (BB86) 


ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1986  — £2.30 

including  P&P.  From  M.  F.  Cuthbert.  Visha- 
breck,  Evie,  Orkney  KW 1 7 2PF.  ( BB 194) 
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The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record 
your  observations. 

Monthly,  annual  and  life  columns 
for  762  species, 
plus  1 59  diary  pages. 

Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 
Cambridge  CB2  6SZ 

3 (BB154) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BBl  13) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB190) 


WANTED 


WANTED.  British  Birds  magazines,  June  1950, 
November  1953.  For  sale.  February  1946,  July 
1949,  August  1951.  £2  each  or  exchange  for  the 
two  above.  J.  Stafford,  9 Mill  Hill,  Shoreham, 
Sussex.  (0273)  452545.  (BBl  71) 


~ FOR  SALE 


CARANEX — the  unique  British  tent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  X 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £ 1 46-£  1 76  deld.  Full  details: 
Tim  Goodwin,  C.aranex,  Dept  BB,  Guan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24 hr  service).  (BB87) 


SPECIALISED  BIRD  BOXES, 
PLATFORMS,  CHIMNEYS,  ETC. 

also  bird  tables  and  hides.  For  further 
information  send  SAE  to  David  Otter, 
Scotter  Lane,  Hayton,  Retford, 

Notts  DN22  9LF.  Tel:  (0777)  707693 

(BB151) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BBl  56) 

BWP  Vols  1-4  RSPB  Edition  £150.  Tel:  0484 
544276  (Huddersfield).  (BB216) 

BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Your  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beauty  of  oils. 
Animals,  portraits  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
with  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts, 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars,  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby, 
South  Humberside  DN37  9QT.  (BB69) 


British  Birds 


The  established  quality 
magazine  with  a proven 
committed  readership 

British  Birds  lor  the  serious  birdwatcher 


FOR  ADVERTISING  RATES  AND  DETAILS 
PHONE  SANDRA  BARNES 

0621  815085 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A £43.70 

40  x £37.37 

TSN1 £240.35 

TSN2 £227.70 

20x  W/l £70.15 


40  x W/A.. 


..£49.45 


OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £280.00 

30x80 £312.00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £189.00 

PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20x60 £205.00 


MAILORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  x 40  BGA £175.00 

8x40  BGA £170.00 

8x30  BGA £160.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10  x 40  BGA  T £447.00 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HR5 £176.23 

BRESSER  G A 

8x32 £184.00 

7x42 £185.00 

10x42 £186.00 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B £87.00 

8 x 40B £90.99 

10  x 40B £92.60 

10x50B £98.75 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  • HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


(BBl  59) 


OPTOLYTH 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 
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Volume  80  Number  6 June  1987 

257  Identification  of  large  terns  S.J.  M.  Gantlelt  and  Alan  Harris 

276  The  Lesser  Crested  Tern  in  the  Western  Mediterranean  and 

# 

Europe  Pierandrea  Brichetti  and  Ugo  F.  Foschi 
280  Mystery  photographs  726Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  S.  C.  Madge 

Notes 

283  Food  piracy  by  Red-footed  Falcons  Hermann  Oldenburg  and  Gunther  E/lwanger 
283  Lesser  Yellowlegs  attempting  to  mate  with  Redshank  Martin  S.  Gamer 

283  Seventy-five  years  ago . . . 

Letters 

284  The  Barmston  Capped  Petrel  John  R.  Mather,  W.  F.  Curtis 

286  Names  of  petrels  Bernard  Zonjrillo 

287  Mediterranean  terns  Graham  Bundy 

287  Diary  dates 

Announcements 

289  XX  International  Ornithological  Congress  1990 

289  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

Requests 

290  Birds  at  Petra  Jorg  Wittenberg 
290  Migration  survey  in  northeast  China  Dan  Dujj 
290  Green  Warbler  Mrs  Sheila  Cobban 

Reviews 

290  ‘Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe’  by  Christopher 
Perrins  Peter  Lansdown 

291  ‘The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds:  a guide  for  ornithologists’  by  K.  E.  L.  Simmons, 
illustrated  by  Robin  Prytherch  Derek  Goodwin 

292  ‘The  Forever  Aeroplane:  model  gliders  with  microcomputer  aided  flight  control  and 
self  navigation  capabilities’  by  J.  T.  C.  Rankine  Norman  Elkins 

293  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

294  Monthly  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

300  Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawings:  257  Royal  Tern  ( Alan  Harris)-,  276  Lesser  Crested  Terns  (Alan  Harris)-,  293 
Long-tailed  Tit  ( Martin  Hallam);  294  Falcated  Duck  (G.  B.  Brown)-,  296  Pied-billed  Grebe 
(A.  S.  Webb),  Goosander  (B.  Westwood)  and  Briinnich’s  Guillemot  ( Bill  Morton);  297  Great 
Bustards  ( Paul  Salaman)  and  Franklin’s  Gull  (Gavin  Haig) 

Front  cover:  Snipes  (John  Davis):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s 
cover  design,  measuring  24.7  X 27.5  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see 
page  22  in  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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whole  or  in  part  to  any  other  journal.  Photographs  and  sketches  are  welcomed.  All  contributions  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Managing  Editor. 

Papers  should  be  typewritten  with  double  spacing,  and  wide  margins,  and  on  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  Authors 
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drawing  paper,  non-absorbent  board  or  light  blue  or  very  pale  grey  graph  paper;  lettering  should  be  inserted  lightly 
in  pencil;  captions  should  be  typed  on  a separate  sheet. 

Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or  letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  ol  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more 
authors). 


Printed  in  England  bv  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd,  Kempston.  Bedford 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


BUY  A ZEISS  WEST 
OR  LEITZ  BINOCULAR 

FROM  US  DURING  JULY 
OR  AUGUST  AND  WE  WILL 
GIVE  YOU  A £20.00 
BARBOUR  VOUCHER  TO  BE 
USED  AT  ANY  TIME  DURING 
1987  (BB  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER) 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 
15x-45x  ZOOM  AND  CASE 
SLIK  MASTER  D2  TRIPOD 
& STRAP 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£245.00  INC.  P.&P. 


ZEISS  WEST 

NIKON 

Action  8 x 35 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 

176.00 

Action  10  x 50 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 

19100 

8 x 30  ZCF 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

215.00 

10  x 35  ZCF 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

355.00 

Spotting  Scope 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

415.00 

Field  Scope  Ed 

Dialyt  10x40  BTCF 

Phone 

Photo  Kit 

Dialyt  10x40  BGA 

Phone 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  1 5 x. 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGA 

496  00 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

15x60  PorroT 

729.00 

Filter  Ring 

Ramguard 

5.00 

Hood 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

10.00 

Eye  Piece  Case 

Lanyard 

4.00 

KOWA 

LEITZ 

225.00 

TS-2  Body 
TS-1  Body 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

20  x WA  ' 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

235  00 

27  x WA 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BC 

235  00 

25  x 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA 

245.00 

40  x 

Trinovid  8 x 40  BA 

469  00 

Case  for  TS-1  or  2 

Trinovid  10x40  8 

44900 

TSN-1 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BA 

469.00 

TSN-2 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 

469.00 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

499.00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

Close  focus 

20xWA 

Soft  case  for  Miniature 

12.50 

25  x 

Soft  case  for  1 0 x 40 

29.95 

40  x 

Hard  case  for  10  x 40 

36  95 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Eye  cups  (set) 

12.00 

Case  for  TSN 

Rainguards 

8.00 

Photo  Kit 

Lanyards 

7.50 

OPTICRON 

OPTOLYTH 

Elite  9 x 35 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 

170.00 

Elite  10x50 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

180.00 

HR  8 x 42 

Alpin  10  x 40  BGA 

185.00 

HR  10x42 

Alpin  7 x 42  BGA 

187.00 

HR  10x50 

Alpin  10x50  BGA 

205.00 

HR  Body 

Optolyth  22  x 60 

195.00 

HR  Body  GA 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

290.00 

HR  Body  45° 

Optolyth  30  x 80 

322.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Optolyth  TB80 
20  x Eye  Piece 

287.00 

22  x WA 

54.00 

40  x 

30  x Eye  Piece 

56.00 

Case 

40  x Eye  Piece 

57.00 

BUSHNELL 

Case  for  TB80 

35.00 

Spacemaster 

Case  for  30  x 75 

35.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

Case  for  30  x 80 

35.00 

15  x -45  x Zoom 

TB80/450 

297  00 

22  x WA 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Case 
Photo  Kit 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54.95 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

79.95 

SWIFT 

Dekarem  1 0 x 50 

88  95 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

Turmon  8x21 

42.95 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

135.00 

165.00 

189.00 

209.00 

269.00 
489  00 

157.00 

58.00 
1425 
10.25 
995 

133.00 

155.00 

41.00 

41.00 

37.00 
35  00 
17  50 

235.00 

225.00 

449.00 

439.00 

69.00 
4500 

45.00 

99.00 

19.50 
6900 

157.00 

255.00 

111.00 

114.00 

122.00 

119.00 

140.00 

135.00 

60.00 

26.50 

26.50 

15.00 

129.00 

60.00 

60.00 

29.00 

15.00 

22.00 

179.95 

159.95 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

KOWA  TSN2  20x-60x 
AND  CASE,  SLIK  MASTER  D2 
TRIPOD  AND  STRAP 
(EXTRA  £10.00  FOR  TSN-1) 
OUTFIT  PRICE 
£385.00  INC.  P.&P. 

CULLMANN 

Q/R  Head  9 50 

Shoulder  Pod  24  95 

Spare  Q/R  Platform  3.95 

Tripod  Case  15  95 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz,  Kowa  with 
Optolyth,  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

FIELD  TEST 

Your  final  choice  on  Hadley  Common 
just  150  yards  from  our  shop 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p.&p. 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque.  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available, 
turnover  is  high,  so  we  do  not  print  a 
price  list.  Phone  for  current  bargains. 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Your  old  Binoculars,  Telescopes  or 
Tripods. 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  mins,  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  10  mins,  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Tube  Station. 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  for  a quote 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


(D193) 


“/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UV«\/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


/ 


RSPB 

CONSERVATION 

REVIEW 


Edited  by  James  Cadbury  and 
Michael  Everett. 


The  new  RSPB  annual  journal. 
For  the  first  time,  a detailed 
account  of  the  Society’s 
research  and  conservation  work 
— a major  contribution  to 
conservation  literature. 

First  issue  published  JULY  1987 
Price  £3  inch  postage. 

ORDER  NOW  from 
Dept  CL,  RSPB, 

The  Lodge,  Sandy, 

Beds  SG19  2DL. 
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Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat  (24 
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hour  answer-phone) 

Prices  correct  3.2.87 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01  -449 1 445 


ADLERBLICK 

8x32  B 
7x42  B 
8x42  B 
1 0 x 42  B 
1 0 x 50  B 


125.00 

115.00 

122.00 
128.00 
143.00 


Also  avail,  in  Rubber  Finish 
NEW  ADLERSCOPE  80mm 

Straight  view  or  45°  body  with 
25  x eye  piece  399.00 

15  x eye  piece  58.95 

40  x eye  piece  69.95 

20  x 60  x Zoom  86.95 

Photo  Kit  23.95 

Hood  16.95 

Case  TBA 

This  new  scope  from  Japan  offers 
extra  wide  field  of  view  and  is 
highly  recommended  for  spectacle 
wearers 

ACCESSORIES 

Car  Window  Mount  20.00 

Universal  Mount  20.00 


MIRADOR 

8 x 32  B 9300 

8 x 42  B 11000 

1 0 x 42  B 114.00 

1 0 x 50  B 122.00 

HABICHT 

8 x 30  WM  285.00 

8 x 30  WMGA  345.00 

7 x 42  WM  265.00 

7x42  WMGA  340  00 

10x40  Diana  299.00 

10x40  Diana  GA  375.00 

30  x 75  BGAN  38900 


SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle  37  95 

Slik  35  DN  54.95 

Slik  88  65  95 

Slik  Master  D2  69  95 

Slik  Black  Diamond  75.95 

Slik  SL  67  104  95 


ACCESSORIES  cont'd 
Hide  Mount  38.00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod  38.00 

Rainguardsfrom  2.50 

BARBOUR 

The  best  British  clothing  for 
the  worst  British  weather 

DURHAM  JACKET 
34" to  46" 

GAMEFAIR  JACKET 
32"  to  46" 

BORDER  JACKET 
32" to  46" 

NORTHUMBRIA  JACKET 
38"  to  46" 

WARM  LININGS 
32"  to  46- 
HOODS 

TROUSERS  LINED 
S.M.L 

Please  state  size  with  order  Colour 
Barbour  catalogue  on  request  Post 
packing  free  on  Barbour 


49.95 
66  95 
77.45 
83  45 

16.95 
8 45 

3545 


MJKLAV'tAW  ] 
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BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 
REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

IT 

(D194) 

WALKERS  are  now  open  Sunday  until  the  end  of  August. 

Have  a day  at  the  coast  and  see  our  huge  selection  of  Photo /Optical  Gear. 


BINOCULARS 

8 x 32  BA 

136  MINOLTA 

TSN  4 

429 

ZEISS  WEST 

£ 7 x 42  B 

99  8x40  Armour 

80  TS1 

154 

8 x 20  B 

169  7 x 42  BA 

129  10x50  Armour 

85  TS2 

132 

10x25 

185 

TS  9 & 20  x 

79 

8x30 

350 

HABICHT 

TS  9RA  & 20  x 

85 

8 x 30  BGAT 

350  SWIFT 

10x40  Diana 

299  15  x Eye  Piece 

38 

8 x 56  BGAT 

489  Technar  8 x 40 

47  10  x 40  S L Armour 

359  40  x Eye  Piece 

36 

7 x 42  BGAT 

4J9  Technar  10x50 

48 

20  x Eye  Piece 

66 

10  x 40  B 

439  Technar  12x50 

49  PENTAX 

25  x Eye  Piece 

43 

10x40  BGAT 

429  Belmont  8 x 40 

56  8 x 30  ZCF 

74  40  x Eye  Piece 

43 

ZEISS  EAST 

Belmont  10x50 

59  10x50  ZCF 

84  20  x -60  x Zoom 

99 

LLIuU  Lnu  1 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54  Belmont  12x50 

62  12x50  ZCF 

89  Photo 'attachment 

66 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 

44  Red  Spot  8x32 

84  16x50  ZCF 

94 

Jenoptem  10  x 50 

64  Red  Spot  8x40 

97  7 x 20  DCF 

84  SIRIUS  MINI  BINOCULARS 

Dekarem  8 x 50 

84  Red  Spot  10  x 50 

99  7 x 20  Armour 

89  8x21 

39 

Nobilem  8 x 50 

179  Blue  Spot  8x36 

116  9x20  DCF 

89  8 x 21  Armour 

42 

Nobilem  12  x 50 

179  Blue  Spot  9x42 

122  9x20  Armour 

94  10x25 

46 

Notarem  8 x 32 
Notarem  10  x 40 

119  Blue  Spot  10x42 
179  Trilyte  10x40 

125 

124  TELESCOPES 

10x25  Armour 

49 

Binoctem  7 x 50 

79  Trilyte  10  x 40A 

129  KOWA 

TRIPODS 

29 

Sea  Hawk  7 x 50 

159  TSN  1 

232  Slik  1000  G 

ADLERBLICK 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

169  TSN 2 

222  Slik  Black  Diamond 

69 

8 x 32  B 

120  Osprey  7.5x42 

139  TSN  3 

439  Slik  D 2 

69 

ACCESS 

— VISA  — CREDIT  CHARGE  — POST  & PACK. 

PLEASE  ADD  £2.50 

OPEN  6 DAYS  9 am-5.30  pm  (PRICES  CORRECT  1 76/87) 

(D201 ) 

SESJHiSBIHl 


68-70  St.  Thomas  Street  ■ SCARBOROUGH  • ron  idu  • Tel.  (0723)  3b5024 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


Excellence  in  birding  tours  worldwide 


We  offer  a program  of  over  60  carefully  planned  birding  tours  with  empha- 
sis on  area  specialties,  rarities,  and  behaviorally  interesting  birds.  Our  guides 
know  their  areas  thoroughly  and  make  every  effort  to  provide  each  participant 
with  memorable  views  of  as  many  species  as  possible. 


Spectacled  Eiders 


Our  1987-88  tour  schedule  includes: 

OCTOBER 

Australia 

Bolivia 

Cape  May  Migration 
Madagascar,  Mauritius,  fir  Reunion 

NOVEMBER 

Colima  fir  Jalisco 
Venezuela  Short 
Niagara  Weekend 
Chile 


DECEMBER 

Winter  South  Texas 
Jamaica 
Darien,  Panama 
Trinidad  fir  Tobago 


JANUARY 

Colima  fir  Jalisco 
Northern  Ecuador 
Southern  Ecuador 


AolvJ 


FEBRUARY 

Venezuela 
Venezuelan  Tepuis 
Peruvian  Amazon:  Iquitos 
Bahamas 
Tikal/Belize 
Guatemalan  Highlands 
Amherst  Island  Raptors 
Panama 

Winter  South  Texas 

MARCH 

Lesser  Prairie-Chicken  Weekend 

Costa  Rica 

Darien,  Panama 

Yucatan/ Pa  lenque /Cozumel 

APRIL 

Dominican  Republic 
Puerto  Rico 
Jamaica 
Israel 

Texas  Springtime  Tours 

Upper  Coast  fir  Piney  Woods 
Rio  Grande  Valley  fir  Hill  Country 
Big  Bend  fir  the  Davis  Mountains 
Idaho 


MAY 

Point  Pelee 

Migration  on  Monhegan  Island 
Southeastern  Arizona 
England  s Lake  District 
Norway  fir  Sweden 

JUNE 

Alaska 

Iceland 

Churchill 

Baffin  Island:  Pond  Inlet 
Durbin  (W.Va.)  Weekend 

JULY 

Grand  Manan 
Gaspe 

Western  Panama  Highlands 
Galapagos  on  the  Beagle  III 
Explorer's  Inn/Paracas/Machu  Picchu 
Papua  New  Guinea 
Kenya 

AUGUST 

Southeastern  Arizona 
Manu  National  Park,  Peru 


Let  our  field  guides  bring  yours  to  life. 

For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  1988  tour  catalog,  contact: 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
(512)  327-4953 
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FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision 
instruments.  With  contrast, 
resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate 
resistance  which  are  unsurpassed. 
And  all  within  a compact  lightweight 
design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of 
Focalpoint— and  many  thousands  of 
discerning  birders  throughout  the 
world.  £ 

10  x 40  BAN  499 

8 x 40  BA  469 

7 x 42  BA  469 

8 x 32  BA  429 

10  x 25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  30 

Case  (Minatures)  13 


BIRDGUIDES  (N.W.) 

The  Gambia 
1 week  introduction  to 
Tropical  Birding — 
January  1988. 


Venezuela 

2 weeks  some  of  the 
best  of  South  American 
Birding — March  1988. 


Prices  and  full  details 
available  soon. 


NEW— FROM  NIKON 

8-16x40  zoom  binocular 
The  first  top  quality 
zoom  binocular. 
Worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  £395 


KOWA  Main  Stockists  £ 

TSN-1  (45°)  235 

TSN-2  (straight)  225 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  449 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite)  439 

TS1  (45°)  155 

TS2  (straight)  132 

TS6  (compact)  153 

TS7  (45°)  99 

TS9  (20x50)  79 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  & 
cases  from  stock. 


Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for 
the  new  TSN-3/4  models.  You  need 
only  exchange  the  body,  all 
eyepieces,  cases,  etc , are 
interchangeable 


Special  Bulk  Purchase 
of  Quality  Binoculars. 

KOWA  10x50 

Superb  water  resistant 
heavy  duty  field 
binocular  of  outstanding 
optical  performance. 

just  £149 

many  other  sizes  inc. 
10x40,8x63,9x63 
also  available. 


AIIKowa  products  supplied  by 
FOCALPOINT  are  imported  and 
guaranteed  by  Arthur  E S Matthews 
Ltd,  Epworth  House.  25-35  City 
Road.  London  EC1Y 1AR  07373 
50670.  (Trade  enquiries  only) 


TOP  TELESCOPES  £ 

Nikon  Fieldscope  ED  489 

Nikon  Fieldscope  269 

Adlerblick  25  x 80  (45°)  399 

Adlerblick  25  x 80  (str.)  399 

B & L Criterion  (Mirror)  389 

B & L Discoverer  199 

Habicht  23x  70  195 

Bushnell  S/Master  zm  179 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  159 

OPTOLYTH 

TB80  (45°)  297 

TB80  (straight)  287 

30  x 80  322 

30x  75  290 

22  x 70  250 

22  x 60  195 

OPTICRON 

28-62  x 80  238 

H R 20-60  zoom  179 

H R zoom  (R  A ) 200 

H R.  (45°  zoom)  195 

Piccolo  15-60  zoom  145 

Piccolo  20x60  118 

Classic  30x75  105 

Classic  25  x 60  (45°)  113 

Classic  25  x 60  94 

Complete  range  of  eyepieces,  photo 
adaptors  and  cases  for  the  above 
models. 


KOWA  20  x 50 

Scope  with  Tripod 

KOWA  quality  at 
just  £69.95 

Many  interesting  secondhand 
items  ask' 

PHOTO  BARGINS 

Nikon  FE2  Body  plus  Tokina  28-85 

zoom  mint  as  new 

£275 

Olympus  1000  mm 

£695 

MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D192) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9.30-5  30 
MON.-SAT. 
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GALAPAGOS  & MAINLAND  ECUADOR 
(WITH  PERU  OPTION) 

Darwin  Yacht  Cruise.  One  week  aboard  a private  yacht,  with  Naturalist 
Escort  and  one  week  in  mainland  Ecuador  including  birdwatching  in 
Tinlandia. 

29  Sept  17  days  From  £1,875 

Optional  extra  week  in  Peru  From  £499 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

Eocal  escort.  A 1 7 day  trip  concentrating  on  the  birdlife  and  wildlife  of  the 
Falklands. 

7 & 14  Nov;  19  Dec  1987;  16  & 30  Jan  1988  £2,450 

WILDLIFE  OF  INDIA  & NEPAL 

Escort:  Tony  Pvm,  ornithologist  and  naturalist.  A safari  into  the  heart  of 
some  of  India’s  great  game  parks. 

6 Feb  1988  22  days  £1,850 


Twickers World  / 


22  CHURCH  STREET,TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  ma^order  

Church  Lane.  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Wide  range  - 
Top  quality-  | 
Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2Vi  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 

10am  — 5pm 
FREE  E&OE 
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ADLERBLICK 


THE  BINOCULAR  PURCHASE  OF  A LIFETIME 
- FOR  A LIFETIME 

Finest  quality  optics,  lightweight,  compact  design 
Fully  tested  and  inspected 

SIX  MODELS:  8X32,  7X42,  8X42,  10x42, 

10X50  AND  7X50 


“Arguably,  the  finest  binoculars 
to  come  out  of  Japan”. 


FINEST  QUALITY  OPTICS 
FEATURING: 

■Maximum  brightness  with  Bak 
4 prisms 

■Special  glass  materials*  UV 
coatings. 

■Pin-sharp  image  over  whole 
field  of  view  even  at  the  edges 
■Extra-high  eye  point  — a 
'MUST'  for  spectacle  wearers 
LIGHTWEIGHT  COMPACT 
DESIGN 

■All-metal  construction 
■Lightweight 


10x50  ZCF 
shown  here 
in  traditional 
fine  leatherette 
finish 


FULLYTESTED  AND  INSPECTED 
"ADLERBLICK”  binoculars  are 
■Quality  finish.  the  first  ones  that  have  passed 

the  exceptional  inspection 
standard  of  the  Japan  Telescope 
Inspection  Institute.  The  E.I.S.  is 
a more  severe  test  of  quality  on 
every  point,  than  the  standard 
inspection.  The  higher  quality  is 
certified  by  affixing  a gold  label 
"INSPECTED"  instead  of  the 
normal  "PASSED"  label 


For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist  please  contact  the  manufacturer’s 
U.K.  distributing  agent: 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD 


A pair  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  is  an  instrument 
made  for  full  use  and  an  active  life  used  with 
consideration  and  awareness  they  will  give  you 
a lifetime  of  enjoyment.  With  the  purchase  of 
Adlerblick  binoculars  JJ  Vickers  offer  you  a 
LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  applicable  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  does  not  affect  your 
statutory  rights 


LSTABliSmCO  186* 


^CfNTENARl^ 


10x42  ZWCF  shown 
here  in  the  new 
soft  touch 
rubber 
armoured 
finish 


UNIT  1,  RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR 1 2WB 
TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


ADLERBLICK 


VI 1 


(D200) 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS  £ 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  B Dialyt  196 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt  347 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901)  419 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt  (close  focus)410 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt  412 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt  492 

LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid  225 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid  249 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid  249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid  257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid  424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid  469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  15 

BA  soft  case  36 

SWAROVSKI 

lOx  40  WM 'Diana'  289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism  351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin  170 

8 x 40  Alpin  180 

10x40  Alpin  185 

10x50  Alpin  205 

12x50  Alpin  210 


OPTICRON  £ 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10x42  High  Resolution  114 

lOx  50  High  Resolution  122 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  root  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  rubber-covered— 
10x40  or  8x40  111 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  38 

Window  mount  24 


CLOTHING<waxed  cotton) 

10%  off  Barbour  and  Beaver 
jackets,  during  the  Summer. 

TELESCOPES  £ 

Optolyth  30  x 75  290 

Optolyth  30  x 80  322 


Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  TB80/450  body  297 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Optolyth  15-40  x 60  235 

Optolyth  22  x 60  195 

Optolyth  22  x 70  250 

Kowa  TSN-1  body  240 

Kowa  TSN-2  body  225 

Kowa  TSN-3  body  449 

Kowa  TSN-4  body  439 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

Kowa  TS- 1 body  150 

Kowa  TS-2  body  130 

Kowa  eyepieces  (TS)  from  30 
Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50  75 

Opticron  HR  zoom  1 79 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  195 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  210 

Opticron  30  x 75  Classic  115 

Piccolo  (e  g.  40  x 60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60  x 60  145 

Spacemaster  1 5-45  x 60  189 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  159 

Nikon  20  x 60  ED  489 

Adlerscope  25  x 80  — straight  or 
45°  399 

(other  eyepieces  avail.) 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  (while  stocks  last): 


SPACEMASTER  telescope  with 
15-45x  eyepiece,  Slik  D2  tripod 
and  nylon  case.  £245 

KOWA  TS-2  telescope  with  20x 
or  27 x eyepiece  and  Slik  D2  tripod 
(Or,  add  £20  for  TS-1 .)  £230 

KOWA  TS9R  20  x 50  or  Mirador 
25  x 60  telescope  with  Gazelle 
tripod  and  nylon  case.  £129 

KOWA  TSN-2  telescope  with 
20-60x  eyepiece  and  Slik  D2tripod. 
(or,  add  £12  for  TSN-1)  £375 

ZEISS  10x40  BGA/T  DIALYT 
(9901)  BINOCULARS  with 
rainguard,  lanyard  and  pouch.  £419 

SWIFT  20  x 80  BWCF  Observation 
binoculars  with  tripod  fitting. 

£365 

Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


Mon,  Tues, 
Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D 1 99) 
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Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 


Sponsored  by  Collins  "IT  and  Christopher  Helm 


We  have  to  say  it  again — this  year,  the  standard  of  entries  was  even 
higher.  It  is  both  a very  great  pleasure  and  a privilege  to  be  able  to 
admire  so  many  bird-photographs  of  such  high  quality.  1'his  year,  a total  of 
120  transparencies  was  submitted.  Almost  without  exception,  the  entries 
were  of  crisp,  sharp  images,  well  exposed,  and  with  the  bird  of  the  correct 
size  in  the  context  of  the  photograph.  If  we  are  to  criticise  at  all.  it  is  that 
some  of  the  birds  in  a few  of  the  photographs  are  perhaps  a trifle  too  large. 


47.  Little  Bustard  Tetrax  telra.x  displaying,  Portugal.  May  1986  ( Kevin  Carlson)  (Nikon  FI. 2.  Yivitar 


70-2 10 mm  zoom.  Kodaelirome  64) 
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Bird  Photograph  oj  the  Year 

Amongst  our  criteria  when  judging  'Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  are 
technical  excellence,  originality,  scientific  interest  and  artistic  appeal.  I he 
high  standard  of  this  year’s  entry  ensured  that  the  first  of  these  qualities  was 
exhibited  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  entries.  The  other  criteria  are  very 
demanding,  making  it  remarkable  that,  with  this  year’s  entries,  the  judges 
were  in  quite  extraordinary  agreement.  The  winning  transparency  was 
placed  first  independently  by  all  four  judges;  the  second-placed  trans- 
parency was  given  as  their  second  choice  by  three  of  the  judges  (and  fourth 
by  the  other  judge);  and  the  third-placed  transparency  was  placed  third  by 
all  four  judges.  Never  before  has  there  been  such  agreement! 

The  initial  short-list  of  28  photographs  was  not  too  difficult  to  select — 
they  almost  selected  themselves — but  discarding  any  from  that  stunning  * 
collection  caused  headaches  for  the  judges.  Eventually,  however,  an  even 
shorter  short-list  of  a dozen  transparencies  was  selected  and  a vote 
produced  this  result: 

1st  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year:  Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax  displaying,  by  Kevin 
Carlson  (plate  147) 

2nd  Kingfisher  Atcedo  atthis,  by  Oene  Moedt  (plate  148) 

3rd  Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus,  by  Gordon  Langsbury  (plate  149) 

4th  Great  Crested  Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus  displaying,  by  Chris  Knights  (plate  150) 

5th  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra  in  breeding  habitat,  by  A.  R.  Hamblin  (plate  151) 

6th  Little  Owl  Athene  noctua,  by  Mike  Wilkes 

7 th  — Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla flam  in  grassland  habitat,  by  Dennis  Green 
7th=  Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina  feeding  on  thistledown,  by  Richard  T.  Mills 
7th—  Eider  Somateria  mollissima  on  nest  and  its  habitat,  by  Dr  G.  H.  Higginbotham 
10th  Chukar  Alectoris  chukar  in  breeding  habitat,  by  Huub  Huneker 
1 1 th  Kingfisher,  by  Dennis  Bright 

1 2th  Adult  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo  feeding  juvenile,  by  P.  Munsterman 

Other  photographs  in  the  original  short-list  were:  Great  White  Egret  Egretla  alba  (Paul 
Doherty),  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea  (Mike  Wilkes),  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla  (Brian 
Madden),  Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  (Paul  Doherty),  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  (Mark 
Hamblin),  Hobbies  F.  subbuteo  (Huub  Huneker),  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  ruja  (Mike 
Wilkes),  Avocets  Recurvirostra  avosetta  (R.  Glover),  Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola  (Chris  Knights), 
Great  Skua  Stercorarius skua  (D.  E.  S.  Swithenbank),  Common  Tern  (Hans  Schouten),  Cuckoo 
Cuculus  canorus  (A.  R.  Hamblin),  Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  (Kevin  Carlson),  Wheatear 
Oenanthe  oenanthe  (Mark  Hamblin),  Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio  (A.  R.  Hamblin),  and 
Nutcracker  Nucifraga  caryocatactes  (Marc  Raes). 

W e should  like  to  draw  attention  to  seven  photographers  in  particular. 
Tony  Hamblin  and  Mike  Wilkes,  as  well  as  each  having  one  of  their  entries 
chosen  for  the  final  short-list,  and  achieving  5th  and  7th  places  respectively, 
both  had  all  three  of  their  submitted  transparencies  selected  in  the  initial 
short-list.  Five  other  photographers  had  two  of  their  three  selected — a sure 
sign  of  consistent,  top-class  work — this  year’s  winner,  Dr  Kevin  Carlson; 
sure-to-be-a-winner-soon,  Paul  Doherty;  Tony  Hamblin’s  son,  Mark 
Hamblin;  the  Dutch  photographer,  Huub  Huneker;  and  our  1985  winner, 
Chris  Knights. 

Our  competition  is  now  sponsored  jointly  by  two  major  natural  history 
publishers,  William  Collins  Son  & Co.  Ltd  and  Christopher  Helm 
Publishers  Ltd.  For  the  first  time,  we  have  prizes  not  only  for  the  winner, 
but  also  for  the  second  and  third.  As  usual,  all  the  19  photographers  whose 
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transparencies  were  short-listed  will  he  invited  to  the  award  presentation  at 
a Press  Reception  which  will  be  held  in  London  in  early  July. 

Dr  Kevin  Carlson's  displaying  male  Little  Bustard,  selected 
unanimously  as  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year'  (plate  147).  was  the  product 
of  one  of  his  many  trips  to  Portugal.  Kevin  Carlson’s  own  words  explain 
how  the  photograph  was  taken,  and  provide  a vivid  description  of  the 
display.  ‘A  hide  was  erected  20  ft  from  the  display  ground,  over  three  days.  I 
was  in  the  hide  before  dawn.  The  male  arrived  at  6.50  a.m.,  on  his 
“drumming"  ground.  The  area  is  roughly  4ft  in  diameter  with  a hard 
beaten-  down  resonant  centre.  The  male  begins  by  strutting  and  drumming 
with  his  feet.  He  then  throws  back  his  head  emitting  his  ventriloquial  clicks, 
followed  by  flicking  of  wings  exposing  white  underparts.  Finally  he  leaps  2 ft 
in  the  air,  carrying  2ft  forward,  landing  in  an  untidy  crouching  position. 
This  photograph  is  one  of  a long  series  taken  over  several  days,  and  shows 
the  jump.’  We  all  much  admired  this  photograph.  Sharp  and  perfectly 
exposed,  the  bird  well  positioned  in  the  centre  of  the  picture  (not  easy  with 
one  displaying  so  energetically),  the  low,  early-morning  light  providing 
good  modelling,  and  enough  space  around  the  bird  to  show  something  of 
the  nature  of  the  display  ground.  In  summary,  a marvellous  example  of  a 
photograph  complying  with  all  the  demanding  requirements  of  this 
competition. 

Dr  Kevin  Carlson  had  already  demonstrated  his  photographic  and 
ornithological  expertise  by  achieving  second  place  in  this  competition  three 
years  running,  in  1983,  1984  and  1985.  The  judges  were  delighted  when  his 
Little  Bustard  photograph  gained  the  top  award. 
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149.  Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus,  Kenya,  January  1986  ( Gordon  Langsbury ) 

(Nikon  F3.  600mm.  1.5. 6.  IF  El)  Nikkor) 
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I he  second-prize  winner  is  another  outstanding  photograph;  indeed, 
aesthetically  it  is  hard  to  imagine  how  one  might  improve  upon  it.  Against 
the  light,  photographs  can  occasionally  be  stunning;  more  often,  are  just 
plain  dull.  Oene  Moedt’s  Kingfisher  (plate  148)  is  a superb  example  of  the 
former,  showing  how,  with  a darkish  background,  the  halo  effect  of  strongly 
back-lit  subjects  can  be  exploited  by  the  skilled  photographer.  Deliberate 
under-exposure  has  produced  a quite  outstanding  photograph. 

Gordon  Langsbury  is  one  of  our  most  consistent  competitors;  this  year  is 
no  exception.  Gordon’s  Black-winged  Stilt  (plate  149)  is  everything  one 
could  wish  for  from  a wader  photograph,  his  professionalism  showing 
through  in  that  he  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  spot  the  reflection  before  the 
bird  got  too  close  and  changed  to  a vertical  format.  It  is  easy  afterwards  to 
wish  that  one  had  done  this! 

A previous  winner,  Chris  Knights,  nearly  made  it  again  this  year,  with  a 
pair  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  doing  the  weed-dance  (plate  150).  This 
extraordinary  facet  .of  grebe  behaviour  is  not  often  photographed,  and 
rarely  so  well  as  this.  That  the  birds  are  both  using  sticks,  rather  than  weed, 
seems  unusual;  sadly,  an  out-of-focus  reed  in  front  of  one  bird  slightly 
detracts  from  the  photograph’s  perfection,  but  not  from  its  interest. 

The  trend  away  from  nest-photographs  continues  this  year;  very  few 
indeed  of  such  photographs  were  submitted.  The  nearest  we  got  to  a 
nest-photograph  amongst  our  top  five  is  Tony  Hamblin’s  fine  study  of  a 
male  YVhinchat  (plate  151)  in  its  breeding  habitat,  which  shows  not  only 
the  gorse  bush,  but,  using  a wide-angle  lens,  Ben  Cruachan  on  the  far 
horizon. 

1150.  Great  Crested  Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus  displaying.  West  Lothian,  March  1986  ( Chris  Knights) 

(Canon  T90.  800  mm.  f.5.6.  Canon,  Kodachrome  64) 
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151.  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra  in  breeding  habitat.  Strathclyde,  June  1986  (.4,  R.  Hamblin ) 
(Olympus  OM2N.  28mm.  Zuiko.  Kodachrome  64) 
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W e have  a couple  of  critical  but  we  hope  constructive  final  comments.  A 
few  ol  the  submitted  transparencies  showed  birds  which  were  clearly  close 
to  their  nests  or  to  newly  fledged  young  and  were  displaying  at  the  photo- 
grapher. Striking  photographs  had  resulted  in  some  cases,  but  we  discarded 
them  instantly.  The  welfare  of  the  birds  must  always  be  put  first,  and 
distressed  parents  are  as  unacceptable  as  is  excessive  ‘gardening’  at  a nest. 
In  one  case,  we  also  detected  discrepancies  between  the  photographer's 
stated  methods  of  obtaining  the  photograph  and  the  evidence  shown  by  the 
transparency  itself;  ‘cheating’,  if  you  get  caught  at  it.  does  not  please 
examiners,  and  BPY  judges  are  no  exception.  Lastly,  we  should  like  to 
explain  that,  by  including  ‘scientific  interest’  as  one  of  the  special  require- 
ments of  our  competition,  we  are  seeking  to  encourage  photographers  to 
obtain  not  merely  ‘pretty  pictures’  of  birds,  but  photographic  evidence  of 
interesting  behaviour  (display,  feeding  techniques,  sunning,  dusting,  and 
so  on)  or  portraits  of  the  bird  within  its  natural  habitat.  A bird  ‘doing 
something’  will  always  catch  a judge’s  eye;  so  will  one  that  ‘tells  a story',  or 
one  that  ‘puts  the  bird  in  context’.  As  superb  examples  of  these  three  types 
of  potential  winner,  we  draw  attention  to  Chris  Knights’  Great  Crested 
Grebe  passing  a breast-feather  to  its  one-day-old  young  (Brit.  Birds  78:  plate 
88),  Mike  W ilkes'  Water  Rail  Rallus  aquatints  feeding  on  a dead  Moorhen 
Gallinula  chloropus  (a  cleverly  contrived  picture,  concerning  which  the 
photographer  was  totally  honest)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  272,  276,  plate  153),  and 
Roger  W ilmshurst’s  male,  female  and  nestling  Chaffinches  Fringilla  coelebs 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  215).  Match  those — or  any  of  this  year’s  published  photo- 
graphs (plates  147-151) — and  you  could  provide  the  1988  winner.  Let's  see 
your  work! 

R.  J.  Chandler,  Eric  H os  king.  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCKand  Don  Smith 


grbcntp-fitir  pears  ago... 

‘LITTLE  OWLS  BREEDING  IN  ESSEX.  The  first  I heard  of  the  Little  Owl  (Athenen.  noctua) 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Felsted.  was  from  Mr.  Hughes-Hughes.  of  Leez  Priory,  who  had  been 
brought  a specimen  for  identification  at  the  end  of  1909  by  the  bailiff  on  one  of  the  Guy’s 
Hospital  farms.  Early  in  1910  the  bailiff  at  the  next  farm.  Pond  Park,  also  shot  one  and 
reported  in  the  summer  that  there  was  still  a pair  there.’  (Brit.  Birds  6:  63.  July  1912) 


Clutch  size,  nestling  aggression 
and  breeding  success  of  the 
Spanish 
Imperial 
Eagle 


Bernd-Ulrich  Meyburg 


The  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti , which  was  ranked 
as  a distinct  species  by  Hiraldo  et  al.  (1976),  is  the  only  European 
raptor  classed  as  ‘endangered’  in  the  ICBP  Red  Data  Book  (King  1981)  and 
by  the  World  Working  Group  on  Birds  of  Prey  (Meyburg  1986).  Its 
productivity,  an  important  parameter  in  assessing  the  capacity  for  survival 
of  any  threatened  species,  is  little  known;  moreover,  the  data  in  the 
literature  are  derived  almost  exclusively  from  the  Goto  Donana  region 
(Valverde  1960a,  b;  Vielliard  1974),  which  is  not  typical  habitat  for  this 
eagle.  Elsewhere  in  Spain,  Suetens  & van  Groenendael  (1971)  studied  a 
single  pair  in  the  Extremadura,  and  Veiga  etal.  ( 1984)  studied  three  pairs  in 
the  Sierra  de  Guadarrama.  The  present  paper  presents  results  from  ten 
years  of  fieldwork  in  Western  and  Central  Spain. 

Methods 

On  12  visits  totalling  ten  months  between  1970  and  1980,  I monitored  14 
nest  sites  and  checked  a total  of  60  broods.  Altogether,  over  700  hours’ 
systematic  watching  was  kept  on  the  nests,  either  from  a nearby  hide  or 
from  a greater  distance.  Whereas  the  breeding  success  of  many  pairs  could 
be  followed  over  consecutive  years,  this  was  not  always  possible.  Several 
nest  sites  were  destroyed  by  clearance  of  the  cork  oak  Quercus  suber  woods 
and  replanting  with  eucalyptus  and  pine;  other  nests  were  abandoned  for 
various  reasons  or  were  no  longer  present.  The  range  and  preferred  habitat 
of  the  Imperial  Eagle  in  Spain  have  already  been  described  (Meyburg  1975, 
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Breeding  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle 

1976;  Meyburg  & Meyburg  1978).  Previously  published  data  on  the 
species’  breeding  behaviour  (Meyburg  1975)  from  the  same  study  do  not 
include  clutch  size,  nestling  aggression  or  breeding  success. 

Results 

Clutch  size  and  hatching  success 

Of  35  clutches,  the  mean  size  was  2.6  eggs  (seven  clutches  of  one,  seven  of 
two,  16  of  three  and  five  of  four).  An  average  of  2.4  chicks  hatched  from  33 
successful  broods  (ten  of  one,  four  of  two,  14  of  three  and  five  of  four).  In 
four  cases  where  only  one  egg  was  laid,  this  was  infertile  or  the  embryo  died. 

T ables  1 , 2 and  3 give  the  figures  for  clutch  size  and  hatching  and  fledging 
success  for  those  ten  nests/territories  where  nests  were  found  in  more  than 
one  breeding  season.  In  three-egg  clutches,  the  first  two  nestlings  often 
hatched  on  the  same  day  and  the  third  about  four  days  later,  suggesting 
that  incubation  began  with  the  laying  of  the  second  egg. 

Nestling  aggression  and  nestling  mortality 

In  broods  with  more  than  one  chick,  the  nestlings  are  very  quarrelsome  in 
the  early  stage  during  the  daytime.  Because  the  eggs  hatch  over  several 
days,  the  youngest  chick  generally  falls  victim  to  the  aggression  of  the  larger 
ones  and  dies  during  the  first  weeks  after  hatching.  With  one  pair  (pair  I), 
in  Caceres  Province,  this  aggression  was  studied  in  detail  over  a succession 
of  years;  incidental  observations  on  other  pairs  confirmed  our  findings  at 
this  nest.  T he  literature  contains  insufficient  data  on  this  behaviour  for 
either  the  Spanish  or  the  eastern  ‘form’  A.  (h.)  heliaca  of  the  Imperial  Eagle 
(Svehlik  & Meyburg  1979). 

On  24th  April  1971,  I first  climbed  to  the  nest  of  pair  /,  which  contained 
three  downy  chicks  weighing,  respectively,  820  g,  780  g and  340  g;  the  two 


152.  Clutch  of  three  eggs  of'Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Aquita  (he/iaca)  adalberti.  Spain.  April  1979 

( B.-U . Meyburg ) 
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Table  1.  Clutch  size  in  territories  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti  in 
which  nests  were  found  in  more  than  one  breeding  season,  1971-79 

territory/pair 


Year 

/ 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1971 

3 

3 

1972 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1973 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1974 

3 

2 

4 

1975 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1976 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1977 

1978 

1979 


Table  2.  Number  of  eggs  hatched  in  territories  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila 
(heliaca)  adalberti  in  which  nests  were  found  in  more  than  one  breeding  season,  1971-79 

territory/pair 


Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1971 

3 

1972 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

1973 

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1974 

3 

1 

4 

1975 

1 

1 

0 

4 

3 

1976 

3 

1 

0 

4 

0 

2 

4 

1977 

2 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1 

3 

1978 

1979 


Table  3.  Number  of  young  fledged  in  territories  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila 
(heliaca)  adalberti  in  which  nests  were  found  in  more  than  one  breeding  season,  1970-80 

territory/pair 


Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1970 

0 

1971 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1972 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1973 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1974 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1975 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1976 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

4 

1977 

2 

2 

3 

1978 

2 

3 

1979 

1 

1980 

2 

larger  chicks  were  about  20  days  old,  and  the  smallest  about  16  days.  Since 
I knew  that  the  fledging  of  three  young  had  occurred  in  the  eastern  ‘form’  of 
the  Imperial  Eagle,  and  as  the  third  chick  appeared  healthy,  I judged  that 
the  latter  had  a reasonably  good  chance  of  surviving  and  left  it  in  the  nest; 
two  days  later,  it  had  disappeared.  On  7th  April  1972,  I found  two  chicks 
each  weighing  88  g in  the  nest,  together  with  one  egg  (which  I removed). 
Two  days  later,  this  egg  hatched  in  an  incubator  and,  on  1 1th  April,  the 
chick  was  placed  in  another  nest  containing  only  one  infertile  egg;  it  was 


153.  Male  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti  arriving  to  join  female  at  nest  with 

young.  Spain.  April  1979  (B.-U.  Meyburg) 

immediately  accepted  by  its  foster  parents,  which  reared  it  successfully. 
The  two  chicks  in  the  original,  ‘parental’,  nest  also  fledged,  although  the 
younger  one  suffered  considerable  aggression  from  the  older  (on  27th  April, 
a greater  part  of  the  dow  n on  its  back  had  been  torn  out);  the  third  chick, 
had  it  been  left  to  hatch  in  that  nest,  would  probably  not  have  survived  the 
first  w'eek. 

In  1973  and  1974,  three  chicks  hatched  from  pair  /;  in  each  year,  the 
youngest  was  removed  and  placed  in  a nest  in  the  Donana  Reserve.  In  1975. 
it  v/as  not  possible  to  climb  to  the  nest;  only  one  chick  was  reared  to  fledging 
and  it  might  have  killed  one  or  even  two  of  its  siblings. 

In  1976,  there  were  again  three  young;  on  1 7th  April,  the  two  larger  ones 
each  weighed  272  g.  while  the  third  weighed  1 75  g.  During  24th-27th  April. 
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my  wife  and  I kept  watch  over  the  nest  for  a totafpf  3 1 hours  from  a hide  in  a 
neighbouring  tree.  Between  09.43  and  09.58  hours  on  24th,  the  female  was 
feeding  her  young  as  we  approached;  when  we  reached  the  nest,  the  two 
larger  chicks  (a  and  b)  both  had  full  crops,  whereas  the  smallest  (c)  was 
repeatedly  cheeping  from  hunger.  At  a further  feed,  between  12.55  and 
13.22  hours,  chick  c received  57  morsels  from  the  female,  b received  75, 
while  a took  no  food.  At  the  next  feed,  which  began  at  14.47,  chick  a 
attacked  chick  c,  which  immediately  retreated  to  the  edge  of  the  nest  and  no 
longer  tried  to  take  food;  chick  b was  also  unable  to  procure  more  than  seven 
morsels  as  it  was  constantly  attacked,  whereas  a consumed  45  items.  At  the 
last  two  feeds  on  that  day,  chick  c managed  to  obtain  29  morsels,  while  a and 
b consumed  somewhat  less.  Altogether,  the  smallest  chick  was  attacked 
three  times  by  the  largest. 

On  25th  April  we  watched  two  feeds,  during  which  totals  of  81  morsels  of 
flesh  were  fed  to  a,  75  to  b,  and  78  to  c.  On  this  date,  c was  attacked  four  times 
by  a , but  two  of  these  occasions  were  provoked  by  its  own  aggressive 
behaviour.  During  the  first  attack,  at  13.14  hours,  c received  21  beak-blows 
and  had  down  torn  off  its  back.  During  four  feeds  on  26th  April,  the  largest 
chick  consumed  186  items,  the  second  chick  124  and  the  smallest  chick  75; 
on  this  date,  the  largest  chick  attacked  the  second  five  times  and  the 
smallest  six  times. 

On  27th  April,  a very  cool  and  rainy  day,  chick  c was  obliged  to  spend 
most  of  the  time  on  the  rim  of  the  nest.  Its  back  was  blood-stained  from 
chick  o' s beak-blows  and  the  down  had  been  torn  away  over  a large  area.  It 
was  attacked  six  times  by  a , during  which  it  received  33  beak-blows,  as  well 
as  1 1 from  chick  b , which  also  attacked  it  now  and  then.  Occasionally,  both 
larger  chicks  nibbled  at  c’s  bleeding  back  as  if  it  were  a prey  item.  Chick  b 
was  also  attacked  by  a 12  times  and  received  48  beak-blows.  At  the  two 
feeds  which  took  place,  c was  unable  to  procure  any  food,  while  a devoured 
94  morsels  and  b took  37. 

During  31  hours’  observation  between  24th  and  27th  April,  chick  a 
attacked  chick  b 20  times  and  inflicted  at  least  63  beak-blows  on  it.  Chick  c 
was  attacked  by  a 1 9 times  and  must  have  suffered  at  least  93  beak-blows,  in 
addition  to  a total  of  1 1 beak-blows  from  b.  Chick  a seized  hold  of  c only 
twice,  and  chick  b attacked  a once.  During  the  12  feeds  observed,  the  largest 
chick  consumed  at  least  432  morsels  of  flesh,  whereas  b obtained  359  and  c 
only  240.  Chick  a increased  its  weight  during  the  three  days  by  120g,  b by  70 
g and  c by  only  30  g,  so  that  a finally  weighed  almost  twice  as  much  as  c. 

At  17.40  hours  on  27th  April,  I left  the  hide  and  climbed  to  the  nest. 
Chick  c was  soaked  through  and  lying  huddled  on  its  back,  while  a was 
raining  blows  on  it.  Since,  in  my  view,  it  had  no  chance  of  surviving  the 
night,  I removed  it  from  the  nest;  it  soon  recovered  in  an  incubator,  and  on 
the  following  day  was  placed  in  another  nest  containing  only  one  chick  of 
the  same  size. 

In  1977,  for  the  first  time,  we  found  only  two  eggs  in  the  nest  of  pair  I . On 
14th  April,  the  two  chicks  weighed  82  g and  88  g respectively;  the  smaller 
one  had  only  recently  hatched,  since  there  were  still  pieces  of  eggshell  in  the 
nest.  On  19th  and  20th,  we  watched  from  a hide  for  an  unbroken  period  of 
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12  hours:  during  four  feeds,  both  chicks  procured  a substantial  amount  of 
food;  we  saw  them  attack  each  other  on  six  occasions,  on  some  of  which  the 
smaller  chick  was  the  aggressor.  Both  young  subsequently  fledged. 

In  1978,  we  could  establish  only  that  two  young  fledged.  In  1979, 
between  19th  and  27th  April,  observations  were  again  made  over  a period 
ol  40  hours  from  a hide  in  a nearby  tree.  On  15th  April,  the  three  chicks 
weighed  206  g,  166  g and  104  g respectively.  The  largest  chick  was  exceed- 
ingly aggressive  towards  the  other  two.  On  19th,  it  attacked  the  second 
largest  1 5 times  and  the  smallest  eight  times;  and,  during  feeds,  it  devoured 
over  46  morsels  of  flesh,  whereas  the  second  largest  obtained  only  about  20 
and  the  smallest  only  four.  On  21st  April,  the  chicks  weighed  430  g,  250  g 
and  1 10  g respectively.  On  this  day,  the  second  largest  chick  suffered  about 
20  beak-blows  from  the  largest  and  the  smallest  received  three  beak-blows 
from  the  largest  and  one  from  the  second  largest;  in  order  to  evade  these 
attacks,  both  chicks  retreated  even  farther  to  the  rim  of  the  nest,  where  as  a 
rule  they  were  not  offered  any  food  by  the  female.  It  was  usually  enough  for 
the  largest  chick  to  threaten  attack  by  raising  its  head  to  its  full  height  for 
both  smaller  ones  to  be  cowed.  Frequently,  the  dominant  chick  not  only 
struck  with  its  beak,  but  would  also  tug  and  tear  at  its  subordinate’s  down 
with  vigorous  head-shaking,  and  would  even  repeatedly  pick  up  the 
smallest  chick  by  its  head  and  shake  it,  let  it  drop  and  pick  it  up  again.  The 
largest  nestling  demonstrated  this  behaviour  not  only  at  feeding  times  or 
when  hungry,  but  also  when  its  crop  was  full. 

On  23rd  April,  the  smallest  chick  procured  20  morsels  at  one  feed,  after 

154.  Suc  h broods  of  four  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti  are  not  infrequent: 

Spain.  April  1973  (B.-U.  Meyburg) 
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155.  Pair  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti  at  nest  with  young,  Spain,  April 


1979  (B.-U.  Meyburg) 

the  largest  chick,  fully  satiated,  had  fallen  asleep.  Still  diminutive  in 
comparison  with  the  other  two,  the  smallest  chick  was  now  faced  with  an 
additional  problem  in  that  it  was  often  offered  morsels  that  were  too  large 
for  it  to  swallow:  the  parents  had  adapted  their  feeding  to  the  larger  and 
more  adept  chicks.  At  a further  feed,  49  items  were  offered  to  one  of  the 
smaller  chicks  (unfortunately,  the  male  parent  hid  the  young  from  view,  so 
that  we  could  not  establish  which  of  the  two  received  the  food). 

On  25th  April,  during  the  only  feed  observed,  when  the  female  was 
standing  in  front  of  her  chicks,  probably  neither  of  the  smaller  chicks 
received  food.  On  this  day,  the  smallest  chick  had  to  endure  over  115 
beak-blows  from  the  largest:  once  again,  it  was  seized  by  the  head  or  wing, 
lifted  up  and  shaken,  then  dropped,  picked  up  again  and  so  on.  At  17.00 
hours,  when  I climbed  to  the  nest,  it  lay  dead  and  flattened,  still  warm,  in 
the  bowl  of  the  nest;  it  weighed  100  g,  while  the  two  larger  chicks  weighed 
750  g and  290  g respectively.  On  the  following  day,  the  dead  chick  was 
attacked  five  times  with  beak-blows  by  the  largest  chick,  which  on  one 
occasion  picked  it  up  and  shook  it  as  before  for  a period  often  minutes;  on 
another  occasion,  the  second  largest  chick  was  attacked  by  the  largest  1 1 
times  in  seven  minutes,  and  was  forced  to  spend  most  of  the  time  completely 
intimidated  on  the  rim  of  the  nest.  During  the  only  feed  observed  (17.42- 
18.25  hours),  the  largest  chick  consumed  103  morsels  while  the  other 
obtained  none.  At  16.45  hours,  the  female  grasped  the  dead  chick  in  order 
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156.  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberli.  Spain,  April  1979:  oldest  nestling  lifts 
youngest  by  its  bead,  while  second-oldest  (lees  to  edge  of  nest,  watched  by  adult  female  (B.-l 

Aityburg) 


to  feed  it,  plucked  something  to  offer  it,  but  the  largest  chick  snatched  this 
away  and  again  vented  its  aggression  on  the  dead  chick.  At  17.03  and  18.25 
hours,  the  female  again  grasped  the  dead  chick,  but  released  it  both  times.  I 
had  the  impression  that  the  female  now  had  an  ‘inhibition’  towards  feeding 
the  dead  chick,  a phenomenon  which  I first  observed  among  eagle  species 
when  watching  the  nest  of  a Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  A.  pornarina  (Mevburg 
1974). 

On  27th  April,  during  a day-long  watch  from  the  hide,  I could  see  only 
the  largest  chick.  That  evening,  when  I climbed  to  the  nest,  the  dead  chick 
has  disappeared  and  the  second  chick  now  lay  dead,  out  of  my  reach,  on  the 
rim  of  the  nest.  The  sole  survivor  weighed  900  g.  This  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
the  first  direct  observation  of  one  eagle  chick  killing  both  its  siblings. 

During  the  grand  total  of  eight  feeds  observed,  the  largest  chick  took  at 
least  305  morsels,  the  second  largest  21.  and  the  smallest  76.  During  the  40 
hours’  observation,  the  second  largest  chick  was  attacked  45  times  by  the 
largest  and  received  at  least  77  beak-blows.  Up  to  the  time  of  its  death,  the 
smallest  was  attacked  21  times  by  the  largest  and  received  at  least  152 
pecks,  the  fewer  number  of  attacks  on  it  being  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
it  had  most  often  retreated  out  of  reach  to  the  rim  of  the  nest;  at  the  time  of 
its  death,  it  weighed  7.5  times  less  than  the  largest  chick. 

Among  other  Aquila  species,  in  particular  Lesser  Spotted  Eagle, 
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157.  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  adalberti , Spain,  April  1979:  oldest  nestling  killing 
youngest;  second-oldest  has  now  retreated  over  rim  of  nest,  towards  right  {B.-L  . Mevburg) 

Verreaux’s  Eagle  A.  verreauxii  and  Spotted  Eagle  A.  clanga,  the  number  of 
young  is  regularly  reduced  from  two  to  one  by  ‘Cainism’  soon  after 
hatching,  irrespective  of  food  supply  (Meyburg  1974,  1978;  Gargett  1977, 
1982),  to  which  the  hypothesis  of  Skutch  (1967)  of ‘readjusted  repro- 
duction’ corresponds.  The  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle,  however,  reflects 
Lack’s  (1947)  theory  of  ‘maximum  reproduction’  (unpredictable  food 
shortage  leading  to  adaptive  brood  reduction).  Usually,  more  young  hatch 
than  are  reared,  and  the  difference  in  their  sizes  caused  by  asynchronous 
hatching  results  in  only  those  chicks  for  which  adequate  food  is  available 
being  reared. 

Breeding  success 

Altogether,  the  results  of  57  breeding  attempts  were  recorded.  Of  these,  39 
(72.2%)  succeeded  in  fledging  at  least  one  young.  In  all,  71  young  fledged: 
an  average  of  1 .8  per  successful  attempt  ( 1 2 of  one,  23  of  two,  three  of  three 
and  one  of  four),  corresponding  to  1 .3  young  fledged  per  breeding  pair  per 
year.  1 1 is  notable  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  pair  which  occupied  a 
territory  failed  to  attempt  breeding. 

Only  in  three  cases  was  it  not  possible  to  check  breeding  results:  pair  .9 
(which  hatched  one  young  in  1977),  pair  7 (which  hatched  three  in  1979), 
and  pair  10  (which  hatched  three  in  1973).  The  fact  that  these  three  pairs 
bred  successfully  in  all  other  years  of  the  study  leads  one  to  assume  that  in 
these  years,  too,  they  were  successful. 

An  additional  five  young  may  have  been  reared  by  pair  7,  which  hatched 
three  chicks  in  1972  and  four  in  each  of  the  four  years  1973-76.  Since  the 
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rearing  of  three  young  was,  however,  unknown  for  the  Spanish  Imperial 
Eagle,  it  was  feared  that  not  all  the  chicks  in  one  nest  would  have  survived; 
only  two  chicks,  therefore,  were  left  in  the  nest  in  each  case,  the  remainder 
being  transferred  to  other  nests,  chiefly  in  the  Coto  Donana.  In  1977  and 
1978,  and  possibly  also  in  the  following  years,  this  pair  reared  three  young. 
Nevertheless,  it  seems  extremely  unlikely  that  all  four  young  would 
regularly  have  been  reared  to  fledging;  the  only  such  possible  occurrence, 
with  another  pair,  has  not  been  fully  confirmed,  since  the  final  check  was 
made  a relatively  long  time  before  fledging. 

When  analysing  these  results,  no  account  was  taken  of  those  last-hatched 
chicks  which  fledged  from  nests  containing  only  one  infertile  egg  and  to 
which  they  had  been  transferred.  This  method,  whereby  the  rate  of 
reproduction  can  be  increased,  has  already  been  described  (Meyburg 
1978).  In  one  case  (pair  4 , 1973),  moreover,  a chick  from  pair  7 which  was 
placed  in  a nest  that  had  been  robbed  some  14  days  earlier  was  successfully 
reared. 


158.  Female  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  (hehaca)  adalberh  with  only  surviving  (oldest) 
nestling  which  had  killed  both  its  siblings,  Spain.  April  1979  (B.-L  . Meyburg) 


The  causes  of  failure  of  the  15  unsuccessful  breeding  attempts  were  as 
follows:  five  nests  were  robbed  by  human  beings;  in  four,  the  eggs  were 
infertile;  in  three,  the  nest  collapsed:  and  in  one,  a female  in  juvenile 
plumage  abandoned  her  eggs.  In  two  other  cases,  cause  of  failure  was 
unknown. 


Discussion 

Until  recently,  the  Marismas  of  Guadalquivir  ranked  with  the  Coto 
Donana  as  the  largest  secure  area  of  habitat  for  this  species,  ensuring  the 
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159.  Some  pairs  of  Spanish  Imperial  Eagles  Aquila  (heliaca)  ada/berli  regularly  fledge  three 
young:  three  well-grown  nestlings,  Spain,  June  1977  ( B.-U . Meyburg) 


birds’  survival.  This  concept  must  now  be  revised  in  view  of  the  threat  to 
this  region,  but  more  particularly  since  the  discovery  of  a considerably 
larger  population  in  other  parts  of  Spain.  Also,  the  contention  that  the 
Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  has  a lower  reproductive  capacity  than  the  eastern 
’form’  A.  (h.)  heliaca  (Geroudet  1979)  can  no  longer  be  upheld  in  the  light  of 
data  presented  here.  The  earlier  view  was  based  on  observations  by 
Val verde  (1960a,  b)  on  seven  pairs  in  the  Marismas,  where  an  average  of 
only  0.75  young  per  pair  per  year  fledged;  in  one  year,  however,  three  pairs 
built  no  nest  at  all,  in  another  three  pairs  occupied  nests  but  failed  to  lay, 
and  three  clutches  were  infertile.  Failure  to  breed  in  many  years,  which 
Vielliard  (1974)  also  confirmed  for  three  pairs  in  the  Goto  Donana  in  1964, 
contrasts  strikingly  with  the  results  which  I obtained  in  Western  Spain.  In 
two  of  the  cases  reported  by  Vielliard  (1974),  however,  failure  was 
attributed  to  human  disturbance,  while  the  third  pair  had  become  too  old 
and  infertile.  In  Western  Spain,  the  territory  kept  under  the  longest  period 
of  unbroken  observation  (pair  /),  over  ten  consecutive  years,  produced  18 
young  (eight  broods  of  two,  and  two  of  one)  (table  3). 
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Although  the  Goto  Donana  offers  ideal  conditions  for  studv  of  the  species, 
no  new  encouraging  data  have  emerged  since  the  creation  of  the  Reserve  in 
1964,  which,  as  Vielliard  (1974)  stated,  is  disappointing.  In  1973,  for 
instance,  13  eggs  were  laid  in  six  nests,  from  which  only  four  chicks  hatched. 
In  the  same  year,  in  Western  Spain,  also  in  six  nests,  17  eggs  were  laid  from 
which  16  chicks  hatched  (Meyburg  & Garzon  Heydt  1973).  In  1972  and 
1 974,  in  the  Goto  Donana,  one  of  five  nests  contained,  respectively,  two  and 
four  addled  eggs,  and  a further  nest  fell  down. 

Whether  breeding  success  in  past  years  was  really  so  much  lower  in  the 
Marismas  than  in  Central  Spain  remains  open  to  question.  In  1962, 
Vielliard  (1974)  recorded  a breeding  success  of  1.3  young  per  pair,  which 
corresponds  cjuite  closely  with  the  average  for  Central  Spain,  and  in  his 
opinion  this  should  have  been  normal  before  the  creation  of  the  Reserve. 
This  region  is  not  a typical  habitat  for  the  species,  and  is  probably  also 
suboptimal.  A population  of  the  eastern  ‘form’  of  Imperial  Eagle,  on  the 
edge  of  its  range  in  southern  Slovakia,  had  a breeding  rate  of0.76  young  per 
breeding  pair  per  year  (Svehlik  & Meyburg  1979),  slightly  above  that  in  the 
Marismas. 

One  remarkable  fact  is  the  consistency  of  breeding  success  or  failure, 
respectively,  in  individual  territories  ofSpanish  Imperial  Eagles  in  Central 
Spain.  According  to  local  inhabitants,  most  of  the  nest  sites  have  been 
occupied  since  living  memory,  and  pairs  / and  7,  for  example,  also  bred 
successfully  before  the  time  of  my  studies.  A decisive  factor  in  this  is  not 
only  the  plentiful  supply  of  food,  but  also  the  protection  enjoyed  by  these 
pairs  on  the  extensive  private  estates  in  this  region.  This  breeding  success 
should  not,  for  all  that,  obscure  the  fact  that  changes  can  easily  take  place  in 
these  circumstances  which  could  bring  about  the  disappearance  of  many 
pairs/territories  within  a short  space  of  time.  This  has  occurred  in  Portugal, 
where  the  agrarian  reforms  of  1974-75  led  to  the  extermination  of  the  whole 
population  of  15-20  pairs  (L.  Palma  in  lilt.). 

At  least  two  of  the  former  resident  pairs  in  Central  Spain  which  we 
checked  (pairs  2 and  6)  were  driven  away  during  the  period  of  our  study  by 
the  clearance  of  the  cork  oaks  and  replanting  with  eucalyptus  and  pine.  Pair 
3 bred  in  an  area  already  planted  with  eucalyptus.  All  breeding  attempts  in 
these  trees  repeatedly  came  to  grief  through  the  collapse  of  the  nests.  Pair  4 
ultimately  bred  near  a road,  and  their  nest  was  constantlv  robbed. 
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Summary 

During  1970-80,  clutch  size,  nestling  aggression  and  resultant  nestling  mortality,  and  breeding 
success  of  the  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  (hehaca)  adalberti  were  studied  in  Extremadura 


320  Breeding  oj  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle 

and  neighbouring  regions  of  Western  Spain.  The  number  of  eggs  per  clutch  and  the  number  of 
young  fledged  varied  between  one  and  four,  with  remarkabl6*consistency  shown  by  most  pairs 
over  several  years.  Whereas  two  pairs  regularly  laid  only  one  or  two  eggs  and  frequently  failed 
to  rear  young,  others  laid  three  or  four  eggs  every  year  and  reared  two  or  three  (even  four) 
young.  There  was  no  evidence  for  any  pair  which  occupied  a territory  not  attempting  to  breed. 
Nestling  aggression  considerably  reduced  the  number  of  chicks  during  the  first  weeks  after 
hatching;  this  phenomenon  was  previously  not  known  for  the  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle.  In 
broods  with  several  nestlings,  aggression  by  older  chicks  almost  always  led  to  the  death  of  the 
last-hatched;  in  one  instance,  the  way  in  which  the  oldest  chick  killed  first  the  youngest  and, 
two  days  later,  the  remaining  chick  was  observed  in  detail.  Whereas,  among  some  other  Aquila 
eagles,  nestling  aggression  (or  ‘Cainism’)  almost  invariably  leads  to  the  death  of  the  second 
chick  independently  of  the  food  supply,  with  the  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  food  supply  does  have 
an  influence  on  nestling  survival. 
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With  this  twenty-first  selection,  we  are  delighted  to  be  able  to  include 
records  from  25  countries,  more  than  in  any  of  the  previous  six- 
monthly  summaries,  and  to  welcome  the  first  contributions  from  Gibraltar. 
New  contacts  in  unrepresented  West  Palearctic  countries  will  be  very 
welcome.  The  official  correspondents  whose  detailed  six-monthly  reports 
are  summarised  in  this  feature  are  acknowledged  at  the  end.  This  feature  is 
intended  as  a news  service;  anyone  requiring  further  information  or  quoting 
records  in  other  publications  should  refer  to  the  literature  of  the  relevant 
country. 

If  you  have  made  observations  in  any  of  the  countries  not  included  here 
and  do  not  know  to  whom  records  should  be  sent,  we  suggest  that  you  send 
them  to  British  Birds  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to  pass  them  on  to  the 
appropriate  person;  for  countries  which  are  included  here,  we  suggest  that 
you  send  a copy  of  your  records  to  the  relevant  ’European  news' 
correspondent  listed  at  the  end  of  this  summary. 

Records  awaiting  formal  verification  by  national  rarities  committees  are 
indicated  by  an  asterisk(*). 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  records  refer  to  single  individuals 


Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer morocco 
First  twentieth-century  record:  immature  at 
Oued  Sous  on  20th  November  1980*. 

White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  Poland 
Seventh  record:  adult  dead  at  Kuznica,  Hcl 
Peninsula,  on  27th  March  1980. 

Little  Grebe  Tachbaptus  ruficotlis  Switzer- 
land Declining  winter  population:  from 
6.000-7,000  in  early  1970s  to  only  2,400  in 
January  1986. 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegma  Cyprus 
Second  record:  Paphos  Harbour  on  27th 
December  1986*. 

Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricotlis 
canary  islands  Wintering:  since  1984. 
apparently  wintering  regularly;  four  on  Gran 
Canaria  in  January  1987. 

Albatross  Diomedea  spain  Third  record: 
Cudillero,  Asturias,  on  26th  August  1985 
(second  was  in  August  1984.  Brit.  Birds  78: 
338). 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 
Sweden  Third  record:  one  or  two  in  \ arberg 
on  5th,  6th  and  1 1th  September  1986*.  and 
one  at  Skallen.  60km  south  of  Yarberg,  on 
1 1th  September  1986*. 

Manx  Shearwater  Pujfinus  pujfinus  Austria 
Third  record:  Lange  Lacke  on  30th  August 
1985. 


Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus  morocco 
Eleventh  record:  dead  on  Massa  Beach  on 
4th  November  1985.  spain  First  record  for 
decades:  dead  on  beach  at  Liencres,  Can- 
tabria, on  6th  October  1984. 

Storm  Petrel  Hvdrobates  pelagicus  Italy 
Increased  breeding  numbers:  500-1,000 
pairs  on  Marettimo  (second  largest  Mediter- 
ranean colony,  after  Fifla,  Malta)  (cf.  recent 
first  breeding  in  Greece  and  probable  breed- 
ing in  Morocco.  Brit.  Birds  77:  586:  79:  285; 
80:  9).  Poland  Sixth  record:  Gdafisk- 

Sobieszewo  on  9th  October  1975. 

Madeiran  Petrel  Oceanodroma  castro  canary 
islands  New  breeding  colony:  Montana 
Clara  on  Lanzarote.  several  flying  at  night 
and  female  netted  with  egg  in  cloaca  (first 
breeding  noted  Brit.  Birds  80:  9).  morocco 
Sixth  record:  Cap  Rhir  on  27th  and  29th 
November  1985*. 

Cape  Gannet  Sula  capensis  morocco  First 
records:  adult  off  Oualidia.  adult  off  Cap 
Beddouza.  and  three  adults  and  possible 
three  immatures  off  Oued  Massa  during  2nd- 
5th  January  1987*  (cf.  first  and  second 
Spanish  records.  Brit.  Birds  80:  9). 

Cormorant  Phatacrocorax  carbo  Austria 
Increasing:  up  to  60  now  summering  in  fish- 
pond areas  of  M'aldviertel,  northwestern 
Lower  Austria;  attempts  to  colonise 
prevented  by  shooting  and  disturbance  by 
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pond-owners.  Italy  First  inland  breeding  in 
twentieth  century:  eight  pairs  in  Val 

Campotto  in  1986.  Switzerland  Highest- 
ever  wintering  numbers:  4,500  in  January 
1986. 

Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides  spain 
Decrease:  none  found  breeding  in  Guadal- 
quivir Marismas  during  1984-86  (cf. 
decrease  in  Italy,  Brit.  Birds  78:  338). 

Cattle  Egret  Bubutcus  ibis  morocco  Breeding 
census:  during  1983-86,  about  10,000  pairs  in 
48  colonies,  including  two  new  breeding 
sites,  but  with  20  former  colonies  now 
deserted. 

Western  Reef  Heron  Egretta  gularis  krance 
Vagrant:  Camargue  during  30th  August  to 
27th  October  1986*.  morocco  Ninth  record: 
dark-phase  at  Oued  Massa  during  1 lth-24th 
April  1986.  (Cf.  recent  records  in  Austria, 
Greece,  FRG  and  Switzerland:  Brit.  Birds  79: 
285.) 

Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra  France  Strong 
autumn  migration:  121  over  Orgambidexha 
Pass  in  Pyrenees  in  1986,  highest  total  in 
eight  years  of  watching.  Yugoslavia  Second 
breeding  locality:  successful  pair  near 

Ljubljana  in  1986. 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  Cyprus  Large 
autumn  influx:  1,200-1,300  on  Akrotiri 

Peninsula  during  24th-26th  August  1986 
(most  autumn  records  are  of  ones  and  twos, 
with  up  to  200  or  300  every  three  or  four 
years;  last  big  influx  was  in  1980).  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Decline  continuing: 
from  649  pairs  in  1984  to  576  pairs  in  1985* 
(cf.  decreases  in  Denmark,  Netherlands  and 
Portugal,  but  recent  recovery  after  earlier 
decline  in  Spain:  Brit.  Birds  79:  286;  80:  9). 

Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  Jalcinellus  canary 
islands  First  record:  Gran  Canaria  in 
December-January  1986/87.  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Vagrant:  Konstanz, 
Baden-W  iirttemberg  on  22nd  May  1986. 
France  Small  influx:  in  September-October 
1986,  total  of  ten,  including  six  together  at 
Morbihan,  Brittany*  (perhaps  those  seen 
later  in  Cornwall,  Brit.  Birds  80:  35),  and,  in 
November  1986,  seven  others*,  mainly  in 
Camargue  and  V endee.  Sweden  Eighth 
record:  Jamtland  on  30th  September  1975 
(three  were  seen  in  1983  and  one  in  1984, 
Brit.  Birds  78:  339). 

Greater  Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  ruber 
canary  islands  First  records  since  1965:  La 
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Graciosa  in  September  1986,  two  on  Fuerte- 
ventura  in  November  1986  and  two  (prob- 
ably the  same  birds)  in  January  1987.  spain 
Good  breeding  season:  about  3,300  fledged 
from  7,000  pairs  at  Fuente  de  Piedra  in  1986 
(cf.  20,000  pairs  in  Camargue,  France,  in 
1986.  Brit.  Birds  80:9). 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  Faroe 
islands  First  and  second  breeding  records: 
pair  ringed  as  goslings  in  Yorkshire  in 
summer  1983,  arrived  in  Faroes  in  late 
autumn  1984,  reared  four  young  in  1985 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  286)  and  six  in  1986. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla  France  Winter- 
ing B.  b.  nigricans : lie  de  Re.  Charente- 
Maritime,  from  20th  December  1986 
onwards,  for  third  successive  winter  (cf.  Brit. 
Birds  77:  458-465;  78:  339). 

Shelduck  Tadoma  tadoma  spain  Range 
expansion:  colonised  Ebro  Delta  since  at 
least  1972  (five  or  six  pairs  in  1983),  saltpans 
at  Alicante  and  Murcia  since  about  1976 
(several  pairs  at  four  or  five  localities  in 
1986),  and  female  and  11  juveniles  on 
saltpans  at  Cabo  de  Gata,  Almerfa,  on  27th- 
28th  July  1986. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  morocco 
Correction:  second  record  was  of  male,  not 
female  (Brit.  Birds  80:  10). 

Falcated  Duck  Anas Jalcata  France  Vagrant: 
male  in  Camargue  on  29th  November  1986* 
(cf.  British  records.  Brit.  Birds  80:  296). 

Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  Netherlands 
Tenth  record:  Arnemuiden  on  12th- 13th 
May  1986  (as  well  as  numerous  vagrant 
records  from  the  Faroe  Islands  and  Sweden 
to  Poland',  Greece  and  Morocco,  note  that  a 
pair  bred  successfully  in  Denmark  in  1986, 
Brit.  Birds  80:  10). 

Marbled  Duck  Marmaronetta  angustirostris 
spain  Breeding:  150-200  pairs  estimated  to 
breed  in  Guadalquivir  Marismas  in  1984-85 
(cf.  large  autumn  concentration,  Brit.  Birds 
80:  10)^ 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  Faroe 
islands  Wintering  for  seventh  successive 
year:  male  at  Sundalagi  reappeared  on  10th 
January  1987. 

Steller’s  Eider  Polystida  stelleri  Sweden 
Highest-ever  total:  225  in  1985  (previous 
highest  annual  total  was  150  in  1980)  (cf. 
‘large  flock’  of  13  in  Denmark  in  February- 
March  1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  286). 
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Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata  Spain 
Second  and  third  records:  first-winter  male 
in  Corme-Laxe,  La  Coruna,  on  3rd-4th 
December  1983,  and  male  on  26th  December 
1983  (first  was  at  same  locality  during 
January-March  1983,  Brit.  Birds  78:  640). 

Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  Jusca  Faroe  islands 
Sixth  record:  pair  at  Sundalagi  in  winter 
1986/87.  Switzerland  Highest-ever  January 
count:  534  in  1986  (cl.  inland  influx  in  France 
in  autumn  1985  and  flocks  of  up  to  80  in 
Hungary  in  winter  1985/86.  Brit.  Birds  79: 
286). 

Bufflehead  Bucephala  albeola  France  Second 
record:  male  at  Dunkerque,  Nord,  from 
about  20th  January  to  at  least  late  February' 
1987*  (first  was  in  March  1980,  Brit.  Birds  75: 
26;  cl.  first  Dutch  record  in  February  1986, 
Brit.  Birds  79:  286). 

Smew  Mergus  albellus  mai.ta  First  record 
since  1910:  December  1986. 

White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala 

FEDERAL.  REPUBLIC  OF  GERMANY  Vagrant: 

female  at  Radolfzell,  Baden-W  lirttemberg, 
during  14th-22nd  March  1986  and  on  13th 
April  1986.  Switzerland  Vagrants: 
Mauensee  on  25th-26th  January  1986,  and 
Lake  Constance  during  14th-20th  March 
1986.  (Cf.  increasing  in  Spain,  Brit.  Birds  80: 
10.) 

Black-shouldered  Kite  Elanus  caeruleus 
Austria  First  record:  Lauterach,  Yorarlberg, 
on  24th  May  1986  (cf.  first  Polish  record  in 
Ma\  1984  and  recent  increases  in  Portugal 
and  Spain,  Brit.  Birds  77:  587). 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus  Cyprus  Second 
record:  Maroni,  Larnaca,  on  3rd  September 
1986*.  France  Strong  autumn  migration: 
3,833  over  Orgambidexha  Pass  in  Pyrenees 
in  1986,  highest  total  in  eight  years  of 
watching. 

Lammergeier  Gxpaetns  barbatu.s  Austria 
Reintroduction  progress:  four  juveniles 

released  in  Rauristal.  Salzburg,  in  course  of 
V WF-sponsored  programme;  one  male  and 
two  females  successfully  fending  for  them- 
selves even  in  severe  1986/87  winter;  other 
female,  found  soaked  in  River  Moll  60km 
south  of  release  area,  was  taken  back  into 
captivity. 

Egyptian  Vulture  Neophron  percnoptems  Spain 
Breeding  numbers:  only  1.000  pairs  in 
Peninsular  Spain  (i.e.  excluding  Balearic 
Islands),  only  half  previous  estimates. 


Griffon  Vulture  Gypsjulvus  Denmark  Third 
record:  Oster  Haessinge  on  27th  September 
1986,  on  Langelandon  lst-2nd  October  1986 
and  on  Als  on  10th  October  1986  (previous 
records  were  in  1858 and  1985).  Sweden  First 
record:  Falsterbo  and  SkSne  during 

24th-27th  September  1986*.  (Cf.  sixth 
Finnish  record  in  June  1986,  Brit.  Birds  80: 
10.) 

Black  Vulture  Aegypius  monackus  spain 
Population  recovery:  365  pairs  (in  16 
colonies)  in  Peninsular  Spain,  probably 
about  double  the  numbers  of  the  mid  1970s 
(cf.  Brit.  Birds  77:  234). 

Short-toed  Eagle  Circaetus  galluus  Finland 
Sixth  record:  Paimio  on  4th  May  1986 
(August  1986  record.  Brit.  Birds  80:  10-11, 
becomes  seventh). 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  federal 
republic  OF  GERMANY  Nearing  extinction: 
despite  fieldwork  for  European  atlas,  number 
of  pairs  found  in  Lower  Saxony  dropped 
below  ten  in  1985  (cf.  recent  breeding  in 
Belgium  and  Luxembourg.  Brit.  Birds  80: 
11). 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Decline  continuing: 
from  about  60  pairs  in  1984  to  about  50  pairs 
in  1985. 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gen  til  is  morocco  Second 
breeding-season  record  in  High  Atlas:  pair 
soaring  near  Taddert  on  3rd  April  1986 
(scarce  breeder  in  Rif  and  probably  in 
Middle  Atlas). 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisits  France  Strong 
autumn  migration:  250  over  Orgambidexha 
Pass  in  Pyrenees  in  1986.  highest  total  in 
eight  years  of  watching. 

Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  Denmark  Highest  recent 
count:  about  6,000  migrants  passing 

Stigsnaes  on  8th  October  1986.  France 
Strong  autumn  migration:  378  oyer 

Orgambidexha  Pass  in  Py  renees  in  1986. 
highest  total  in  eight  years  of  watching. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 
Belgium  Influx:  ten  during  January- 

February  1987*. 

Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  pomarina 
France  Fifth  or  sixth  record:  immature 
migrating  over  Orgambidexha  Pass, 
Pyrenees,  on  9th  October  1986*. 

Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  clanga  Cyprus  Second 
and  third  records:  juvenile  near  Polison  28th 
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September  1986*,  and  Akrotiri  Saltlake  on 
5th  October  1986*. 

Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  rapax  Finland 
Seventh  and  eighth  records:  Lieksa  on  13th 
May  1985,  and  Kajaani  on  26th  April  1986 
(record  from  Hanko  on  5th  October  1984, 
previously  listed  as  seventh  Brit.  Birds  78: 
640,  now  under  reconsideration).  Poland 
Filth  record:  immature  caught  near  Kobior, 
Upper  Silesia,  on  17th  July  1984  (previous 
records  were  in  1978-84,  Brit.  Birds  78:  340). 

Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  heliaca  Spain 
Population  recovery:  at  least  104  pairs  of 
Spanish  race/species  A.  (h.)  adalberti  (cf.  Brit. 
Birds  77 : 235;  78:  340). 

Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  spain 
Preliminary  census  results:  minimum  of 839- 
970  pairs. 

Bonelli’s  Eagle  Hieraaetus  Jasciatus  spain 
Preliminary  census  results:  61 1-699  pairs. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vesper!  inus 
morocco  Correction:  twelfth  record  was  on 
2nd  April  1986,  not  4th  April  1986  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  11).  Sweden  Highest  annual  total  since 
1981:  about  80  in  1985*. 

Eleonora’s  Falcon  Falco  eleonorae  France 
Good  influxes  in  both  spring  and  autumn:  in 
south,  ten  or  more  in  total,  staying  in  suitable 
areas  to  end  October  1986*.  morocco 
Breeding  recovery:  about  90  pairs  on  islands 
at  Essaouira  in  September  1986  (double  1980 
figure,  reaching  1974  level). 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  spain  Breeding 
numbers  stable:  enquiry  in  1985  suggested 
total  of  1,600  pairs,  but  many  nestlings  are 
taken  illegally  by  falconers.  Switzerland 
First  confirmed  breeding  in  Ticino:  pair 
south  ofGotthard  Pass  in  1986  (Orn.  Beob.  83: 
314). 

Purple  Gallinule  Porphyrio  porphyrio 
morocco  Highest-ever  count:  643  in  marshes 
of  lower  Loukkos  on  10th  January  1987. 
(This  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Crested  Coot  Fulica  cristata  spain  Further 
breeding:  nests  with  eggs  at  Las  Nuevas  and 
individuals  or  pairs  seen  at  Lucio  del 
Cangrejo  and  Santa  Olalla  lagoons  in 
Guadalquivir  Marismas  in  1985  (cf.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  341). 

Crane  Grus  grus  Czechoslovakia  First 
breeding  in  Bohemia:  one  pair  every  year 
during  1980s  (presumably  bred  in  seven- 
teenth century,  judging  from  frequent 


occurrence  then;  cf.  possible  breeding  in 
Romania,  Brit.  Birds  80:  11).  Denmark 

Perhaps  highest  single-day  autumn  count: 
2,057  passing  south  at  Christians^  on  18th 
September  1986.  federal  republic  of 
Germany  Good  breeding  success:  22  pairs 
reared  21  young  in  1986*.  best  result  yet, 
achieved  through  volunteer  wardening. 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta  italy  Largest- 
ever  number:  2,850  at  Margherita  Savoia 
Saltpans  on  18th  January  1987.  spain  W inter 
census:  10,641  in  January  1985  (cf.  6,800  in 
January  1983,  Brit.  Birds  77:  235). 

Black-winged  Pratincole  Glareola  nordmanm 
Greece  Thirteenth  record:  two  at  Porto 
Lagos  on  28th  September  1977. 

Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii 
Belgium  Third  record:  23rd-24th  July  1986* 
(cf.  other  recent  European  records  summar- 
ised, Brit.  Birds  78:  641;  80:  11). 

American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica 
Sweden  Fourth  and  fifth  records:  two  at 
Getteron  on  24th-2th  July  1986*.  and  one  at 
Falsterbo  on  16th  July  1986*  (there  are  also 
two  previous  Swedish  records  of  Pacific 
Golden  Plover  P.Julva). 

Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  Julva 
Finland  Tenth  record:  Hanko  on  29th  June 
1986  (seventh  to  ninth  were  noted 
previously.  Bril.  Birds  77:  235;  there  is  also 
one  Finnish  record  of  American  Golden 
Plover  P.  dominica , in  July  1984.  Brit.  Birds  77: 
588). 

Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Vagrants:  adults  at 
NSG  Biirgener  Heide  on  14th  June  1986*.  at 
Salzderhelden  on  19th-20th  September 
1986*  and  at  Salzgitter-Heerte  during  20th 
September  to  12th  October  1986*  (cf. 
March-April  1986  records  in  Cyprus,  France 
and  Poland,  Brit.  Birds  80:  1 1). 

Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus  Italy  Increased 
breeding  numbers:  700-1,000  pairs  in  1980- 
85,  and  ‘further  range  expansion’. 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla 
Austria  First  record:  Rhine  Delta,  Vorarl- 
berg,  during  3rd-9th  November  1985.  (This 
species  has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in 
a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficollis  Austria 
First  and  second  records:  Illmitz,  Bergen- 
land,  on  13th  August  1984,  and  Rhine  Delta, 
Vorarlberg,  on  2nd  June  1985  (cf.  first  to 
third  Swedish  records  in  1985-86,  Brit.  Birds 
80:  1 1). 
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Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  Austria 
First  record:  Rhine  Delta,  Vorarlberg, 
during  24th  Oc  tober  to  9th  November  1985. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 
Poland  Second  record:  near  Milicz  on  5th 
November  1971  (total  is  now  six,  the  latest 
being  in  August  1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  II). 

Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  Jalcinellus 
Poland  Largest-ever  inland  passage:  peak 
count  of  96  on  Turavva  Reservoir  near  ( )pole 
on  19th  August  1986. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Tryngites  subrufi- 
colhs  Belgium  Second  record:  27th-31st  July 
1986*  (first  was  in  August-September  1984, 
Brit.  Birds  78:  342).  Netherlands  Fifth 
record:  Lisse  during  16th- 19th  August  1986. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Lmnodromus  scolo- 
paceus  Sweden  Seventh  record:  Getteron 
during  7th-21st  May  1986*. 

Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa  Austria 
New  breeding  area:  pair  nesting  near  Waller- 
see,  Salzburg,  in  1985,  first  breeding  in  this 
province. 

Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  liaemastica 
Denmark  First  record:  adult  at  Ho  Bugt  in 
southwest  Jutland  on  6th  September  1986 
(ef.  British  records  in  1981, 82  and  1983,  Bril. 
Birds  76:  496;  78:  550).  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a 'European 
news’  summary.) 

Slender-billed  Curlew  Numenius  tenuirostris 
morocco  Increased  observations:  Sidi- 

Moussa  during  27th-30th  September  1986, 
five  at  Merja  Zcrga  on  17th- 18th  November 
1986,  and  nine  at  Merja  Bokka  on  21st 
January  1987  (onlv  four  previous  records  in 
1980s,  Brit.  Birds  79:  287). 

Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis  morocco 
Large  autumn  concentration:  at  least  30  at 
Sidi-Moussa  and  Oualidia  marshes  during 
24th-30th  September  1986. 

Greater  Yellowlegs  Tringa  melano/euca 
Austria  First  record:  two  near  Marcheggon 
7th  September  1981.  Poland  First  record: 
adult  female  shot  at  Jastarnia.  Hel  Penin- 
sula, during  23rd-27th  August  1986.  (This 
species  has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in 
a ‘European  news'  summary.) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  fiavipes  spain 
Third  record:  Aviles  during  9th-22nd 

October  1984. 

Solitary  Sandpiper  Tringa  solitaria  France 
Fourth  record:  Ouessant,  Finistere.  during 
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1 4th- 1 9th  September  1986*.  (This  species 
has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary.) 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 

Czechoslovakia  Increasingh  frequent 
breeding:  1935,  1938.  1942.  1972.  1978  and, 
now',  every  year  1981-86  (cf.  first  nesting  for 
about  40  years  in  Poland  in  1983.  Brit.  Birds 
IT.  236).  ' 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus 

NETHERLANDS  Third  record  since  1980: 
Spaarnwoude  on  3rd  May  1986  (previous 
records  under  review). 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Pha/aropus  tricolor  spain 
I bird  record:  Bonanza  saltpans,  Cadiz,  on 
1st  December  1986  (second  was  in  August 
1984,  Brit.  Birds  78:  641). 

Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua  Greece  First 
record:  Fvros  Delta  on  15th  September  1977. 

Great  Black-headed  Gull  /.  arus  ichthxaetus 
Greece  Correction:  after  revision  of  accepted 
records,  third  record  (Brit.  Buds  79:  288) 
becomes  fourth,  spain  First  record:  two  first- 
summers  at  ( iabo  de  Gala  saltpans,  Almeria, 
on  2 1st  May  1986*. 

Franklin’s  Gull  l.  arus  pipixean  France  Fifth 
record:  Somme  Bay  on  26th  October  1986 
(fourth  was  in  December  1985.  Brit.  Birds  79: 
288). 

Slender-billed  Gull  Ixirus  genei  Austria 
First  record:  two  adults  photographed  on 
small  lake  near  Lake  Neusiedl  on  12th  May 
1985  (cf.  recent  increases  in  breeding 
numbers  in  France  and  Spain.  Brit.  Birds  80: 
12). 

Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delauarensis  FRANCE 
Now  regular:  every  year  since  1982.  with 
eight  in  1985  and  at  least  three  in  1986*. 
Netherlands  First  record:  Maasvlakte during 
6th- 1 3th  Julv  1986.  spain  Correction:  Ebro 
Delta  record  on  18th  and  20th  February  1984 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  642)  was  first  obsenation  for 
Peninsular  Spain,  but  was  preceded  by  ring- 
ing recoveries  from  Michigan  to  Vigo  in 
1951.  Lake  Ontario  to  Barbate  in  1965.  and 
Toronto  to  Tarragona  in  1981.  so  was  fourth 
(not  second)  record.  Switzerland  Second 
record:  Lake  Constance  on  29th  January 
1986.  (Cf.  recent  occurrence  in  half-a-dozen 
other  European  countries.  Brit.  Birds  79:  288; 
80:  12.) 

Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides  Gibraltar 
First  record:  first-winter  on  14th- 15th 

January  1987*. 
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Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus  morocco 
Fifth  record:  first-winter  at  Agadir  on  23rd 
April  1986  (fourth  was  in  January  1985.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  641).  Sweden  Highest-ever  total:  79 
in  1985. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica  Poland 
Eighth  record:  adult  near  Hel  on  8th  Septem- 
ber 1986. 

Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea  Switzerland 
Eighth  record:  Eake  Constance  on  15th  June 
1986. 

Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  France  First 
record:  adult  at  Arcachon,  Gironde,  during 
1 3th-2 1 st  July  1986*.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle  Poland  Sixth  record: 
near  Gdansk  on  16th  November  1985  (filth 
was  in  October  1982.  Brit.  Birds  76:  568). 
Sweden  Highest-ever  total:  1,875  in  1985  (cf. 
Brit.  Birds  79:  288). 

Laughing  Dove  Streptopelia  senegalensis 
Greece  Third  record:  immature  in  Porto 
Lagos  on  27th  September  1977  (fourth  was 
on  Crete  in  September  1983,  Brit.  Birds  77: 
238). 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  Clamator  glandarius 
Poland  First  record:  adult  near  Ktodzko  on 
9th  August  1986. 

Bam  Owl  Tv  to  alba  Sweden  No  breeding  in 
1986.  just  singles  observed  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  79: 
289). 

Hawk  Owl  Surnia  ulula  Denmark  Vagrants: 
Klarskov  on  5th  October  1986,  and  Store 
Dyrehave  in  early  November  1986,  w'ere  first 
since  invasion  of  198.3/84  (Brit.  Birds  78:  343). 

Pygmy  Owl  Glaucidium  passerinum  Finland 
Large  influx:  41  mist-netted  at  bird-stations 
in  autumn  1986. 

Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus  Latvian  ssr  High 
numbers:  327  trapped  in  Pape  in  autumn 
1986  (cf.  1966-85  average  of  94,  and  only 
higher  totals  of  9.34  in  1975  and  379  in  1976). 
(This  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Plain  Swift  Apus  unicolor  morocco 
Correction:  filth  record  was  on  6th-7th 
December  1985,  not  6th-7th  December  1986 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  13). 

Alpine  Swift  Apus  rnelba  Poland  Third 
record:  two  near  Eipie  on  2nd  July  1986 
(second  was  in  June  1984,  Brit.  Birds  78:  643). 


White-rumped  Swift  Apus  cajjer  spain 
Range  expansion:  several  breeding-season 
observations  in  Extremadura  region  during 
1979-86  suggest  northerly  range  expansion 
(most  northerly  site,  Monfragiie  Natural 
Park.  Caceres  is  400  km  from  original  area  in 
Cadiz  province).  (Cl.  first  records  in  f inland 
in  November  1968 — not  1986  as  incorrectly 
noted,  Brit.  Birds  80:  13 — and  Norway  in 
May  1984.) 

Little  Swift  Apus  a/finis  spain  Third  and 
fourth  records:  Torremolinos  on  25th  March 
1985,  and  Zahara  de  los  Atunes  on  9th  and 
22nd  April  1985  (cf.  first  and  second  records 
in  June  1981  and  January-Fcbruary  1982. 
Brit.  Birds  76:  274;  78:  643). 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Austria  Wide- 
spread breeding:  good  numbers  at  colonies  in 
east  in  1985,  but  also  isolated  breeding  in 
Carinthia,  Tyrol  and  Upper  Austria  (cl. 
breeding  in  northern  France  and  Denmark  in 
1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  289;  80:  13). 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos 
minor  Finland  Largest-ever  influx:  several 
hundred  seen  and  about  215  mist-netted  at 
bird-stations  in  autumn  1986.  (This  species 
has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary.) 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydaclyla 
Netherlands  Sixth  record:  Texel  on  3rd 
Mat  1986  (fifth  was  in  October  1983,  Brit. 
Birds  IT.  238). 

Crested  Lark  Galerida  cristata  Sweden 
Breeding:  whole  population  (six  pairs  in 
1985)  now  in  Malmo  (cf.  Bril.  Birds  77:  2.38). 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica 
Switzerland  Ninth  record:  in  Ticino  on  24th 
April  1986  (eighth  was  in  June  1984.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  343).  ‘ 

Blyth’s  Pipit  Anthus  godlewskii  Finland 
Second  to  fourth  records:  first-winter 

trapped  at  Siippi  during  19th  October  to  6th 
November  1986  (plates  160  & 161),  Porkkala 
during  15th-30th  November  1986,  and 
Hontskari  during  2.3rd-29th  November  1986 
(first  record  was  at  Eagskaron  10th  October 
1974).  (This  species  has  not  previously  been 
mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris  canary 
islands  Correction:  the  1983  records  (Brit. 
Birds  80:  1.3)  were  not  the  first  for  the  islands'; 
this  species  is  actually  a not  irregular  passage 
migrant. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  liodgsoni  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Vagrant:  Heligoland 
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160  & 161.  Blvth's  Pipit  Anthus  godlewskii,  Finland.  October  1986  (Anlti  J.  I.md) 


on  22nd-23rd  Oc  tober  1986*.  Finland  Fifth 
record:  showing  c haracters  of  .1.  h.  yunnanemis 
trapped  a t Siippi  during  25th  October  to  1st 
Nov  ember  1986  (the  five  records  refer  to  six 
individuals;  fourth  record  was  in  September 
1984,  Brit.  Birds  78:  343). 

Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  citreola  federai 
republic  OF  GERMANY  Vagrant:  adult  male  at 
Pick.  Bavaria,  on  12th  and  21st  May  1986*. 
Sweden  Spring  records:  males  in  Halmstad 
on  lst-2nd  May  1986*.  and  Oland  on  9th 
May  1986*  (about  30  prev  ious  records,  all 
since  1972). 

Siberian  Accentor  Prunella  montanella 
Finland  Third  record:  Siippi  during  10th- 
17th  October  1986  (onlv  previous  record 
noted  in  European  news’  was  in  Sweden  in 
October  1976.  Brit.  Birds  71:  256). 

Alpine  Accentor  Prunella  collaris  federal 
republic  of  Germany  Vagrant:  Heligoland 
on  8th  .Mav  1986*.  Netherlands  First 
record:  Groningen  on  16th-  18th  April  1986. 
Sweden  Eighth  record:  Stenshuvud.  Skane. 
on  17th  May  1986*. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica  Finland 
Eighteenth  record  ot  L.  s.  cyanecula : Oulu  on 
26th  May  1985  (one  record  of  male  cyanecula 
breeding  in  1974;  other  records  all  of  single 
males  in  spring). 

Stonechat  Saxicola  lorquata  Finland 
Increasing:  five  scattered  males  in  summer 
1986,  and  first  mixed-race  breeding:  male 
apparently  of  race  maura  paired  with  female 
rubetra  reared  five  young  in  Joensuu:  also  fifth 
to  seventh  spring  records  of  female  maura: 
Uto  on  4th  May  1986.  and  Soderskaron  4th 


June  1986.  Grand  total  now  about  1 10  indi- 
viduals, of  which  only  one  assigned  to 
rubicolalhibernans  (in  March  1982.  Brit.  Birds 
75:  572). 

Pied  Stonechat  Saxicola  caprata  Cyprus  First 
record:  one  visiting  verandah  of  penthouse 
flat  in  centre  of  Larnaca  for  about  a week 
from  3rd  Nov  ember  1986*.  (This  species  has 
not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary.) 

Isabelline  W'heatear  Oenanlhe  isabellina 
POLAND  First  record:  Jastarnia.  Hel  Penin- 
sula, on  29th  Mav  1986  (this  is  the  first  one 
reported  since  the  period  1977-80,  when 
there  were  records  in  Britain.  Finland. 
Norway  and  Sweden.  Brit.  Birds  75:  572). 

Pied  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  pleschanka  Norway 
Second  record:  Baerum.  Akershus,  during 
16th- 18th  November  1986*. 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanlhe  deserti  France 
Fifth  record:  female  on  27th  September 
1986*.  SWEDEN  Sev  enth  to  thirteenth  records: 
Falsterbo  on  25th  September  1981.  in  Skane 
during  5th- 10th  April  1985.  in  Anger- 
manland  on  25th  September  1986*.  in  SkSne 
on  2nd  October  1986*.  in  Gotland  on  2nd- 
3rd  Nov  ember  1986*.  near  Varberg  on  18th 
November  1986*.  and  in  Oland  on  23rd 
November  1986*. 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Catharus  minimus 
France  Second  record:  Ouessant  during 
22nd-25th  October  1986*.  (This  species  has 
not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary.) 
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Eye-browed  Thrush  Turdus  obscurus  France 
Second  twentieth-century  record:  first- 

winter  male  on  Ouessant  during  25th-29th 
October  1986*. 

Red-throated  Thrush  Turdus  ruficollis 
Poland  Fourth  and  fifth  records:  males  of 
race  T.  r.  ruficollis  near  Wisfa  on  5th  May 
1985  and  at  Gliwice  on  9th  February  1986. 
Scrub  Warbler  Scotocerca  inquieta  morocco 
Extralimital:  north  of  normal  range,  at 
Essaouira  on  18th  November  1986*.  (This 
species  has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in 
a 'European  news’  summary.) 

Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolala 
France  First  record:  singing  [!]  on  Ouessant 
in  mid  August  1986*. 

River  Warbler  Locustella  ftuviatilis  Finland 
Good  numbers:  about  75  singing  males  in 
summer  1986.  Sweden  Decline:  73  records  in 

1985,  the  lowest  total  since  1977. 

Aquatic  Warbler  Acrocephalus  paludicola 
France  Autumn  influx:  ‘tens  caught  in  nets 
during  ringing’  in  1986. 

Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola 
malta  First  record:  ringed  September  1986. 

Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina  morocco 
Seventh  record:  Taroudant  on  12th  April 

1986. 

Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  polyglotta 
Poland  First  record:  singing  male  at 

Biatowieza  on  13th  May  1986  (cf.  range 
expansion  in  Belgium,  FRG,  Luxembourg 
and  Switzerland,  Brit.  Birds  78:  644). 

Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala 
Switzerland  Third  record:  male  in  Bernese 
Oberland  on  30th  March  and  23rd  April 
1986. 

Ruppell’s  Warbler  Sylvia  rueppelli  Finland 
Second  record:  male  in  Oulu  on  30th  May 
1985  (first  also  in  Oulu,  in  1962)  (cf.  vagrant 
in  Malta  in  April  1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  290). 

Desert  Warbler  Sylvia  nana  Sweden  Fifth 
record:  Stenasa,  Oland,  during  20th-23rd 
October  1986*  (record  in  May  1982,  Brit 
Birds  75:  572,  has  not  been  accepted). 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
Netherlands  Third  record  since  1980:  Texel 
during  2nd-10th  September  1986  (previous 
records  under  review). 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus 
morocco  First  record:  Oulma  on  7th 
December  1985*.  Sweden  Total  of  1 1 in  1985 
(slightly  above  recent  average). 


Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
inomatus  Denmark  Highest-ever  numbers:  40- 
45  in  autumn  1986,  including  19  at 
Christiansp  during  27th  September  to  22nd 
October  and  18  at  Blavand  during  22nd 
September  to  1st  November.  Estonian  ssr 
Two,  the  21st  and  22nd  records:  both  at 
Kabli,  on  21st  September  1986*  and  10th 
October  1986*.  France  Influx:  total  of32-35 
in  autumn  1986.  Italy  Fifteenth  record:  two 
at  Rafla  de  Salo  on  26th  September  1 985,  one 
specimen  (P.  i.  humei ) held  at  Ornithological 
Museum  of  Forly.  malta  Sixteenth  to  nine- 
teenth records:  three  in  October  1986  and 
one  in  November  1986.  Portugal  Third 
recent  record:  first-winter  ringed  near  Silvas, 
Algarve,  on  11th  October  1986.  Sweden 
Highest-ever  total:  57  in  1985,  Switzerland 
Third  record:  Winterthur,  Zurich,  on  1st 
May  1986. 

Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi 
Belgium  First  record:  trapped  4th-5th 

November  1986*.  Denmark  Fourth  record: 
Christians^  on  18th  October  1986  (third  was 
in  1982,  Brit.  Birds  76:  276). 

Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  Juscatus 
Estonian  ssr  First  record:  Sorve  on  17th 
October  1986*.  Finland  Eleventh  and 
twelfth  records:  Ronnskar  on  2nd  November 
1986*,  and  Rauma  on  9th  November  1986*. 
France  Second  record:  Ouessant  on  6th 
October  1986*.  Sweden  Ninth  record: 
Ottenby  during  14th-20th  November  1986*. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita  Estonian  ssr 
Seventh  record  ofP.  c.  tristis:  two  at  Kabli  on 
29th  October  1986*.  Latvian  ssr  Seventh  to 
tenth  records  of  P.  c.  tristis:  four  trapped  in 
Pape  in  autumn  1986  (previously,  five  in 

1984  and  one  in  1985). 

Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 
Yugoslavia  Range  extension:  three  singing 
males  in  Kranjska  gora  during  24th  May  to 
8th  June  1986  (breeding  limited  to  north- 
eastern Slovenia)  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  72:  592). 

Brown  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  latirostris 
Sweden  First  record:  ringed  at  Svenska 
Hogarna,  Uppland  archipelago,  on  27th 
September  1986*.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 
Austria  Breeding  outside  usual  range:  pair 
bred  near  Reclmitz,  central  Burgenland,  in 

1985  (first  breeding  record  there  since  1907). 
Morocco  Sixth  record:  Goulimine  on  22nd 
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November  1986*.  Yugoslavia  Third  breed- 
ing reeord  since  1974:  four  fledglings  with 
parents  near  Kranjska  gora  on  18th  July 
1986. 

Bearded  Tit  Panunis  biannicus  Finland  Fifth 
to  ninth  records:  eight  in  Yiitasaari  on  5th 
July  1986,  six  at  I.&gskar  on  40th  October 
1986,  two  in  Urjala  on  1st  November  1986, 
about  15  in  Helsinki  in  November*,  and  six 
in  Sauvo  in  January-February  1987*. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  Estonian 
ssr  Third  to  tenth  records  of  A.  c.  europaeus : 
eight  trapped  at  Kabli  during  7th-27th 
October  1986*  (cl.  Brit.  Birds  79:  290). 
Latvian  ssr  Large  irruption:  1 1,033  trapped 
in  Pape  in  autumn  1986  (i  f.  1966-85  average 
of  1,040). 

Siberian  Tit  Parus  cinctus  Estonian  ssr  Third 
record:  Kabli  on  12th  October  1986*. 

Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus  Denmark  High 
numbers:  12,000  at  Stigsnaes  on  8th  October 
1986. 

Azure  Tit  Parus  cyanus  Finland  Fourteenth 
record:  Asikkala  on  17th  October  1986  (13 
previous  records  refer  to  18  individuals,  the 
most  recent  being  in  1979,  Brit.  Birds  74: 
578). 

Wallcreeper  Tichodroma  muraria  Belgium 
Second  twentieth-century  record:  Neuf- 

chateau,  Luxembourg,  on  27th  October  1985 
(third  was  in  March  1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  1 1). 

Treecreeper  Certhia  Jamiliaris  Latvian  ssr 
Second-highest  number  trapped:  in  Pape, 
311  trapped  in  autumn  1986  (cl.  1966-85 
average  of  110). 

Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulinus  malta 
Seventh  record:  seven  (six  ringed)  between 
late  October  1986  to  early  Januarx  1987 
(sixth  concerned  three  netted  in  March  1984. 
Brit.  Birds  77:  590). 

Isabelline  Shrike  Landis  isabellinus  France 
Second  record:  Ouessant  around  15th 

August  1986*  (first  on  same  island  in 
September  1982,  Brit.  Birds  76:  276). 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  Finland 
Twelfth  record:  Lemland  during  28th  July  to 
6th  October  1984.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a ‘European  news 
summary.) 

Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris  Gibraltar  Excep- 
tional numbers  wintering:  large  numbers  for 
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second  successive  winter;  one  roost  con- 
tained 1,500  in  November  1986. 

Desert  Sparrow  Passer  simplex  morocco 
Extralimital:  male  near  Essaouira,  far  north- 
west of  normal  range,  on  7th  August  1985. 

( Fhis  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Citril  Finch  Serinus  citrinella  Austria  Range 
expansion:  present  in  Styrian  and  Lower 
Austrian  Alps  in  summer  1985.  well  east  of 
known  breeding  area  (cl.  first  confirmed 
breeding  in  Yugoslavia  in  1981 . Brit.  Birds  76: 
276). 

Siskin  Carduelis  spinus  Gibraltar  Absence: 
none  in  January  1987  (large  numbers  occur 
in  irruption  years). 

Redpoll  ( '.arduelis  flammea  Denmark  Massive 
invasion:  large  counts  in  autumn  11)86.  espe- 
cially in  November,  from  all  over  Denmark, 
including  1,880  at  BlSvand  on  27th  October. 
3,000-4,000  at  Bpt</(  on  Falster  on  15th 
November,  and  2,500-4.000  at  Fuglevad  on 
20th  November. 

Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanni 
Denmark  Several  reports  of  this  species  with 
Redpoll  invasion  in  October/ November  1986 
(see  above). 

Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoptera 
Denmark  Minor  invasion:  for  example.  15-20 
in  one  wood  in  northern  Zealand  in  late 
December  1986.  France  Fourth  twentieth- 
century  record:  male  at  Carcans.  Gironde,  on 
1 1th- 1 2th  November  1986*. 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucoiep/ialos  Finland 
Second  record:  male  in  Hamina  on  9th- 10th 
November  1986*  (first  was  in  1968). 

Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana 
Denmark  High  count:  161  at  Stigsnaes  on 
19th  August  1986. 

Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  nistica  Denmark 
Eighth  or  ninth  record:  male  at  Tipperne  on 
19th  September  1986*.  France  Fifth  and 
sixth  twentieth-century  records:  in  Morbi- 
han  on  19th  October  1986*.  and  in  Bas-Rhin 
on  9th  December  1986*.  federal  republic 
of  Germany  Vagrant:  adult  male  at  Fohr  in 
Schleswig-Holstein  on  2nd  June  1986*. 
malta  Thirteenth  record:  ringed  in  October 
1986  (twelfth  record  was  in  October  1983). 
Switzerland  Fourth  record:  Allaman. 

Yaud,  on  19th  October  1985. 


Correspondents 

Austria  Peter  Prokop.  Osterreichische  Gesellschaft  fur  Yogelkunde,  c/o  Naturhistonsches 
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Museum  Wien,  A-1014  Wein  1,  Burgring  7,  Postfach  417 
Belgium  Rene  de  Liedekerke  & Drs  Franklin  L.  L.  Tombeur.«rue  de  Haies  20.  B-5296  Pailhe 
canary  islands  Dr  Aurelio  Martin  Hidalgo  & Keith  Emmerson,  Departamento  de  Biologia 
Animal  (Zoologfa).  L niversidad  de  la  Laguna,  38206  La  Laguna.  Tenerife 
Cyprus  C.J.  L.  Bennett,  The  Cyprus  Ornithological  Society  1957.  PO  Box  43 19,  Nicosia 
Czechoslovakia  Dr  Karel  Stastny,  Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnology,  Agricul- 
ture University  in  Prague,  281  63  Kostelec  n.C.lesy 
Denmark  Lars  N0rgaard  Andersen,  Baekkeskovvej  53.  DK-2700  BiySnshpj 
Estonian  ssr  Dr  Vilju  Lilleleht,  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  Estonian  SSR.  Institute  of  Zoology 
and  Botany,  21  Yanemuise  St,  SU-20‘2400  Tartu 
Faroe  islands  Mrs  Dorete  Bloch,  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Debesartiyld,  Torshavn 
federal  republic  of  Germany  Alistair  Hill.  Dachverband  Deutscher  Avifaunisten,  Bundes- 
deutscher  Seltenheitenausschuss,  Albrecht-Haushofer-Str.  10.  3200  Hildesheim 
FINLAND  Martti  Hario.  The  Finnish  Ornithological  Society,  P.  Rautatiekatu  13,  SF-00100 
Helsinki  10 

France  Dr  Philippe  J . Dubois,  Le  Cabestan,  73  avenue  Robespierre,  17000  La  Rochelle 
Gibraltar  Steve  Holliday,  6 Phillimore  House.  Buena  Vista 
Greece  George  1.  Handrinos,  50  El  Yenizelou  Street,  166  75  Glyfada 

Italy  Marco  Gustin,  Stazione  Romana  per  L’Osservazione  e la  Protezione  degli  Uccelli.  c/o 
( )asi  Nat  male  WWF  Bosco  di  Palo,  Yia  Palo  Laziale  2,  00055  Ladispoli  (Rome) 

Latvian  ssr  Drjanis  Baumanis,  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  Miera  3,  Salaspils 
Malta  Joe  Sultana  & Charles  Gauci,  The  Ornithological  Society,  PO  Box  448,  Yalletla 
morocco  Michel  Thevenot,  ( lentrale Ornithologique  Moracaine,  Departement  de  Zoologieet 
Ecologie  Animale.  I nstitut  Scientifique,  BP  703  Rabat-Agdal 
Netherlands  Edward  van  IJzendoorn,  Derde  Schinkelstraat  45,  1075  TK  Amsterdam 
Norway  Geoffrey  Acklam,  Nordliveien  18,  1320  Stabekk 

poi.and  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk,  WrocTaw  University,  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Sienkiewicza  21, 50-335  Wroclaw 

Portugal  Dr  Antonio  Teixeira,  GEM  PA.  Serviyo  Nacional  de  Parques.  Reservas  e Conser- 
vayao  da  Natureza,  Rua  de  I.apa  73,  1200  Lisboa 
spain  Dr  Eduardo  de  Juana  A.,  Departamento  de  Zoologfa,  Facultad  de  Ciencias,  C-XY. 

Universidad  Autonoma,  28049  Madrid 
Sweden  Erik  Hirschfeld,  S.  Forstadsg.  62,  S-21 1 43  Malmo 

Switzerland  Dr  Niklaus  Zbinden  & Dr  Luc  Schifferli,  Schweizerische  Yogelwarte,  CH-6204 
Sempach 

Yugoslavia  l/.tok  Geister,  64202  Naklo,  Pokopaliska  pot  13 

No  information  was  received  from  Albania,  Bulgaria,  the  German  Democratic  Republic, 
Hungary,  Iceland,  Luxembourg  or  Romania. 
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Eider  with  Arctic  Tern  chick  in  bill  On  23rd  June 
1983,  on  the  island  of  Mousa,  Shetland,  I was  walking 
through  a colony  of  approximately  230  pairs  of  Arctic 
Terns  Sterna  paradisaea , within  which  were  about  20  nests 
of  Eiders  Somateria  mollissima.  Standing  beside  one  of  the 
latter  nests  (which  contained  five  warm  eggs)  was  a 
female  Eider  with  the  legs  of  a tern  chick  protruding  from 
the  side  of  her  bill.  As  I approached,  the  duck  walked 
away;  when  I was  within  10  m,  it  dropped  the  chick  and 
then  pecked  at  it  twice,  before  flying  off.  Although  slightly 
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damp,  the  three-day-old  chick  appeared  none  the  worse  for  its  experience 
and  remained  in  a crouched  posture  when  placed  beside  a nearby  rock.  In 
this  colony,  the  tern  chicks  usually  run  for  the  cover  of  the  larger  rocks  when 
disturbed;  the  Eider  had  nested  beside  one  such  rock,  and  it  would  appear 
that  the  chick  had  attempted  to  crouch  near  the  incubating  duck  which  had 
then  picked  it  up.  It  is  not  known  whether  the  chick  would  have  been 
swallowed  had  I not  intervened.  BWP  vo\.  I makes  no  mention  of  birds  in 
the  diet  ol  any  species  o(  eider.  Peter  ].  Ewins 

NCC , lab  Albert  Buildings,  Lerwick , Shetland 

Ringed  Plovers  ‘playing  skittles’  with  Little  Stints  During  late  August 
and  early  September  1983,  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  the  peak  passage  of 
Little  Stints  Calidris  minuta  involved  about  20  juveniles;  at  this  time,  about 
80  Ringed  Plovers  Charadritis  hiaticula,  ten  Dunlins  Calidris  alpina,  two  to  four 
Curlew'  Sandpipers  Calidris  Jerruginea  and  a handful  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers 
Charadnus  dubius  w'ere  also  present.  The  adult  Ringed  Plovers  were  restive 
and  from  time  to  time  one  would  run  at  another  w hich  w as  resting  on  one 
leg  (this  apparent  establishment  of ‘seniority’  seemed  in  no  way  unusual  for 
this  species).  As  the  numbers  of  stints  reached  a peak,  more  of  this  same 
aggression  v/as  directed  towards  them:  the  stint  at  the  receiving  end  often 
just  managed  to  avoid  falling  over,  and  either  rested  a few  metres  away  or 
started  feeding.  These  attacks,  unlike  those  I have  seen  against  Kentish 
Plovers  Charadrius  alexandrinus  in  spring,  w'ere  not  continued.  Over  a week, 
the  attacks  became  so  frequent  that  the  stints  broke  up  into  small  parties 
and  rested,  often  w ith  the  Little  Ringed  Plovers,  at  other  pools  about  0.5- 
1 km  aw'ay.  By  mid  October,  most  of  the  stints  had  left  and  the  Ringed 
Plovers  had  become  quiescent. 

Phis  aggression  w'as  also  directed  towards  the  Dunlins  and  Curlew 
Sandpipers,  but  much  less  frequently.  These  species  were  less  disturbed 
and  remained  resting  in  the  group.  On  occasions,  instead  of  resting  again  or 
feeding,  they  w'ould  carry  out  a similar  attack  among  themselves;  once  or 
tw'ice,  they  picked  on  the  stints  or  a Ringed  Plover.  The  Little  Ringed 
Plovers  never  seemed  to  be  involved. 

The  main  features  of  the  behaviour  w ere  that  most  of  the  Ringed  Plovers 
w ere  adults  and  these  w ere  the  chief  aggressors;  that  Little  Stints  were  the 
most  popular  ‘targets’;  that  no  direct  retaliation  was  observed;  and  that  the 
nature  of  the  attacks  seemed  mock,  allowing  some  anticipation  (but  not 
always)  by  the  targets,  which  were  resting  on  one  leg  with  bill  tucked  in. 
The  absence  of  interaction  betw  een  the  Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers, 
the  only  two  of  the  waders  that  breed  at  Rainham,  is  also  notable. 

Norman  Iungius 
7 Rutland  Road.  Iljord,  Essex  IG1 IEX 


Unusual  feeding  technique  of  Spotted  Sandpiper  On  13th  December 
1980,  at  Peterstone  YVentloog,  Gwent,  we  saw;  a Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis 
macularia  adopt  a very  rigid  crouching  posture  on  the  steep  creek  bank,  lean 
forward  with  head  and  bill  lowered,  and  stare  intently  into  the  water  in  a 
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manner  reminiscent  of  a fishing  heron  Ardea.  After  a few  seconds,  it  plunged 
completely  into  the  water  and  then  quickly  returned  to  the  bank  with  a fish 
2-4  cm  long,  which  it  ate.  The  sandpiper  repeated  this  behaviour  three 
more  times,  once  crouching  for  a considerable  period  (probably  1 5 seconds 
or  more)  before  making  its  dive;  on  two  of  these  further  dives,  it  caught  and 
ate  similar-sized  fish.  After  the  fourth  dive,  the  sandpiper  resumed  the 
normal  surface-picking  feeding  action.  This  feeding  technique  was  pre- 
sumably a result  of  the  steepness  of  the  creek  bank,  which  enabled  the 
wader  to  dive  directly  into  the  water.  P.  G.  Akers  and  D.  J . Chown 

27  Christopher  Close,  Yeovil,  Somerset 


Letter 


Sabine’s  Gulls  and  Skylarks  in  winter  Since  P.  J.  Grant  has  now  accused 
me,  at  three  times  the  length  of  the  original  offence,  of  irrelevance, 
deception,  shirking  a challenge,  an  unconstructive  attitude,  failure  to 
produce  tangible  evidence,  chauvinism,  and  disrespect  for  the  California 
Rare  Birds  Committee,  I regret  that  I must  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  return  to 
the  increasingly  tedious  subject  of  the  winter  distribution  of  Sabine’s  Gulls 
Larussabim  (Brit.  Birds  74:  237,  423;  76:  91;  77:  122,  326,  620;  80:  75-77). 

In  point  of  fact,  I originally  became  involved  in  this  controversy  because 
I was  invited  by  the  editors  of  British  Birds  to  collaborate  with  one  of  their 
former  members  and  most  active  contributors  in  a review  of  seabird 
movements  along  the  northeast  coast  of  Britain.  Eventually,  after  we  had 
both  spent  much  more  time  than  we  could  easily  afford  attempting  to 
reduce  the  unsatisfactory  data  to  order,  I was  never  shown  the  final 
manuscript  or  proofs,  and  then  confronted  with  what  appear  to  me 
frivolous  but  damaging  published  criticisms  of  statements  for  which  I was 
not  responsible,  without  either  warning  or  any  opportunity  to  make  an 
early  reply.  I attempted  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  matter  at  length  and 
then  replied  that,  while  I could  find  no  evidence  to  satisfy  the  criteria 
demanded,  I doubted  whether  they  were  reasonable,  or  would  ever  have 
revealed  much  about  the  winter  range  of  Sabine’s  Gulls,  concerning  which 
we  have  made  a larger  contribution  than  the  critic,  whereupon  I am 
subjected  to  abuse  by  one  of  the  editors  who  originally  requested  my 
assistance,  while  my  co-author — who,  after  more  previous  experience  of 
your  editorial  board,  had  the  good  sense  to  reply  elsewhere,  in  the 
Yorkshire  Bird  Report  for  1981 — is  ignored. 

Permit  me  to  direct  particular  attention  to  Mr  Grant’s  final  paragraph, 
which  must  have  caused  great  joy  in  some  circles  in  America: 

'Dr  Bourne’s  final  sentence  [about  how  the  collection  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  advocated  by  a 
Californian  critic  would  be  illegal]  is  totally  irrelevant.  Unfortunately,  like  other  parts  of  his 
letter,  it  is  also  unbearably  jingoistic.  Worst  ofall,  it  is  offensive  to  those  who  have  worked  hard 
to  establish  in  California  the  long-standing  and  highly  regarded  California  Rare  Birds 
Committee,  and  to  those  who  contribute  their  sight  records  to  it.’ 

As  it  happens,  during  1980  I had  the  temerity  to  support  the  side  of 
conservation  in  a discussion  in  American  Birds  (33:  262,  310,  910;  34: 
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831-832;  35:  345)  on  whether  a Skylark  Alauda  arvensis  which  appeared  one 
winter  in  a Californian  nature  reserve  should  be  collected  to  prove  its 
identity,  and  even  attempted  to  enlist  the  support  of  British  Birds.  This 
originally  took  the  form  of  publication  shortly  afterwards  of  the  letter  from 
California  demanding  that  we  should  also  collect  our  own  rarities  as  well, 
and  has  now  been  followed  by  this  accusation  of  failure  to  support  con- 
servation in  California.  Fortunately,  owing  to  the  devotion  of  some 
Californians  and  the  inability  of  the  rest  to  shoot  straight,  the  Skylark  had 
returned  to  the  same  place  unscathed  for  at  least  seven  winters  last  time  I 
heard  about  it  from  a grateful  Californian.  Is  this  a record? 

W.  R.  P.  Bourne 
3 Contlaw  Place,  Milltimber,  Aberdeen  AB/ODS 

We  repeat  our  request  for  winter  records  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  Europe  (see  Brit.  Birds  80:  77), 
which  we  hope  eventually  to  summarise.  Apart  from  such  constructive  progress, 
correspondence  on  this  subject  is  closed.  Eds 


Recent  prosecutions 

Although  readers  of  British  Birds  will  probably  have  seen  the  RSPB’s 
name  connected  with  various  press  reports  of  prosecutions,  some  may 
not  realise  that  the  Society  maintains  a stall  of  full-time  investigators  for 
this  purpose.  Rather  than  operate  in  the  field  of ‘wild  bird’  enforcements 
generally,  the  RSPB’s  Investigations  Section  tries  to  identify  the  more 
serious  forms  of  abuse  (from  a conservation  viewpoint),  or  those  more- 
complex  and  time-consuming  cases  which  the  Police  might  not  normally 
take  on.  Frequently,  these  enquiries  culminate  in  private  prosecutions 
taken  by  the  Section  in  the  name  of  the  RSPB.  The  follow  ing  summary  of 
recent  cases  demonstrates  the  range  of  enquiries  undertaken. 

Swan  consumed  at  banquet  The  ow  ners  of  a hotel  w ere  recently  found  guilty  by  Lincoln 
Magistrates  of  attempting  to  sell  dead  wild  swans  Cygnus.  The  hotel  ordered  dead  swans  for  a 
banquet  from  a West  Yorkshire  firm  of  catering  suppliers;  unbeknown  to  the  management, 
they  were  supplied  wdth  dead  wild  geese  Anser.  the  sale  of  which  is  also  an  offence.  The  owners 
of  the  Moor  Lodge  Hotel,  Snow  pure  Ltd,  were  fined  £200  and  ordered  to  pay  £300  RSPB  costs. 
The  RSPB  has  long  been  concerned  over  reports  that  roast  swan  continues  to  figure  on 
banquet  menus.  We  are  equally  concerned  that  this  enquiry  revealed  a continuing  commercial 
dealing  in  dead  wild  geese;  on  this  occasion,  the  information  came  to  light  too  late  for 
prosecution. 

Important  High  Court  ruling  on  ‘Possession'  In  1983,  the  RSPB  began  the  prosecution  of 
a Manchester  bird-of-prey  breeder  for  his  possession  of  four  Goshawk  Acapiter  gentilis  eggs,  the 
young  from  w hich  he  later  passed  to  a Manchester  dealer.  The  breeder  was  convicted  by 
Magistrates,  and  later  lost  his  appeal  in  the  Crown  Court.  The  dealer  was  then  prosecuted  for 
the  possession  of  the  same  birds. 

The  Court  heard  that  he  had  no  know  ledge  of  the  illegal  background  of  the  four  birds  at  the 
time  of  his  possession.  The  Ashton-under-Lyne  Magistrates  agreed  with  the  RSPB  s 
interpretation  of  Section  1(2)  (a)  of  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act  1981  (under  w hich  the 
dealer  was  charged),  finding  that  the  offence  of  possession  was  not  one  in  which  guilty 
know  ledge  had  anv  part  to  play.  The  dealer  then  declined  to  give  evidence  on  his  own  behalf, 
and  the  Magistrates  convicted  him. 
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His  appeal  was  heard  by  the  Divisional  Court  last  December,  before  Lord  Justice  Stephen 
Brown  and  Mr  Justice  Tudor  Evans.  Both  upheld  the  decision  of  the  Magistrates.  In  his 
Lordship’s  view,  there  was  no  doubt  that  Parliament  intended  the  possession  offences  of  the 
1 98 1 Act  to  be  offences  of  strict  liability.  He  rejected  the  Defence’s  view  that  this  was  contrary 
to  natural  justice.  His  Lordship  emphasised  that  the  1981  Act  was  intended  to  protect  the 
environment  and  therefore  was  of  social  importance.  In  his  opinion,  there  had  to  be  'an 
absolute  prohibition’  on  doing  certain  acts  which  were  against  the  public  welfare.  The  effects 
of  this  judgment  are  far  reaching,  and  it  represents  a significant  milestone  in  the  field  of 
conservation  legislation  in  Britain. 

Attempt  to  smuggle  Peregrine  eggs  A West  German  falconer  was  arrested  by  HM 
Customs  Officers  at  Hull  last  May  as  he  was  about  to  board  a North  Sea  ferry.  The  Officers 
found  three  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  eggs  in  his  jacket  pocket,  and  equipment  in  the  car  to  keep 
the  eggs  warm  during  the  journey.  The  man  appeared  before  Hull  Magistrates  the  next  day 
and  pleaded  guilty  to  the  attempted  export  of  the  three  eggs.  He  was  fined  £600,  with  a 40-day 
prison  sentence  in  the  event  of  default  of  payment.  He  was  released  from  prison  on  the 
following  day,  when  the  fine  had  been  paid. 

The  case  resulted  from  an  enquiry  carried  out  by  RSPB  Investigations  staff;  the  offence 
arose  out  of  the  Endangered  Species  (Import  and  Export)  Act  1976,  and  the  prosecution  was 
taken  by  HM  Customs  and  Excise. 

The  RSPB  has  been  aware  for  some  years  now  that  eggs  of  raptor  species  are  being  moved 
around  the  world  for  hatching  by  falconers.  Recent  cases  involved  eggs  from  Scandinavia  to 
the  USA,  from  Morocco  to  Britain  (see  below)  and  from  other  African  countries  to  Britain. 
There  have  also  been  two  or  three  recent  cases  of  parakeet  eggs  from  Australia  intended  for 
hatching  in  the  LISA.  Reasoned  assumption  suggested  that  Peregrine  eggs,  and  perhaps 
others,  were  finding  their  way  out  of  Britain,  to  Europe  and  farther  afield.  The  Hull  case 
proved  that  this  was  in  fact  happening.  A prosecution  is  pending  against  the  man  who  supplied 
the  eggs  to  the  West  German. 

Moroccan  Lanner  eggs  found  Two  South  Wales  falconers  appeared  at  Cardiff  Crown 
Court  in  October  1986  after  being  caught  smuggling  27  Lanner  F.  biarmicus  eggs  into  Britain 
from  Morocco  for  hatching.  The  two  men  and  a woman  were  searched  by  HM  Customs  and 
Excise  Officers  at  Manchester  Airport  in  March  1986,  and  the  eggs  were  found  concealed  in 
the  clothing  of  the  woman  and  one  of  the  two  men. 

Ceri  Griffiths  of  the  Welsh  Hawking  Centre,  Barry,  admitted  importing  the  eggs  illegally 
and  was  fined  £900  with  £200  costs;  Griffiths  had  also  admitted  illegally  exporting  a Harris’ 
Hawk  Parabuteo  unicinctus  to  the  Irish  Republic  on  a previous  date.  David  Martin  of 
Llangewydd,  Bridgend,  was  found  guilty  and  was  fined  £300  with  £1,000  costs.  The  Court 
heard  that  Martin  was  carrying  the  empty  portable  incubator  and  climbing  equipment.  No 
evidence  was  offered  against  Griffiths’  fiancee,  who  could  not  be  present  in  Court  for  medical 
reasons. 

Heavy  fine  for  possession  of  Peregrines  At  Stranraer  Sheriffs’  Court  in  January  , five  men 
from  northeast  England  were  given  fines  totalling  £10,000  after  they  were  found  in  possession 
of  three  young  Peregrines.  The  birds  were  found  in  the  back  of  a car  when  the  men  were 
stopped  by  Police  in  Scotland  in  June  1986. 

The  Sheriff  fined  them  £2,000  each,  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £20  per  week,  having  previously 
adjourned  his  sentencing  in  order  to  study  social  enquiry  reports  on  the  five  men. 

At  an  earlier  hearing,  one  of  the  five  gave  a false  name  and  address.  For  this,  he  was  charged 
with  attempting  to  pervert  the  course  of  justice.  He  was  given  90  days’  detention  in  addition; 
this  was  to  run  from  17th  November  1986,  from  which  time  he  had  been  in  detention. 
Interestingly,  the  Sheriff  ordered  that,  in  the  event  of  any  one  man  defaulting  on  payment,  all 
would  face  90  days’  detention  for  non-payment. 


Periodic  reports  under  the  title  ‘Recent  prosecutions’  have  previously 
appeared  in  British  Birds  in  1981  (74:  231-233;  539-541)  and  1984  (77: 
330-331). 
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Any  suspected  contravention  of  wild  bird  legislation  should  be  reported 
at  once  to  the  RSPB  Species  Protection  Department,  telephone  Sandy 
(0767)  80551,  which  will  advise  and  then  liaise  with  the  local  police  as 
necessary.  If  you  cannot  contact  the  RSPB,  then  please  contact  the  local 
police  directly.  The  RSPB  would,  however,  still  welcome  a full  report  as 
soon  as  possible.  Peter  Robinson 

Species  Protection  Department . RSPB . The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SC  19  21)1. 
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The  BB’  trip  to  Thailand,  1987  The  British  Birds  Thailand  trip  during 
24th  January  to  8th  February  1987  (plate  162)  was  as  successful  and 
enjoyable  as  its  predecessors.  Palearctic  species  included  Green-backed 
Heron  Butorides  striatus.  Yellow-billed  Egret  Egretta  intermedia. 
Black-shouldered  Kite  Elanus  caeruleus.  Purple  Gallinule  Porphyrio  porphyria. 
Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis Julva.  Lesser  Charadrius  mongolus  and  Greater 
Sand  Plovers  C.  leschenaultii.  Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis.  Pintail 
Snipe  Gallinago  stenura.  Red-necked  Calidris  ruficollis  and  Long-toed  Stints  C. 
subminuta , Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  Jalcinellus , Pacific  A pus  pacipcus 
and  Little  Swifts  A.  ajfinis.  Pied  Ceryle  rudis  and  W hite-breasted  Kingfishers 
Halcyon  smyrnensis.  Little  Green  Bee-eater  Merops  orientalis.  Red-rumped 
Swallow  Hirundo  daurica.  Siberian  Rubythroat  Luscinia  calliope.  Siberian 
Blue  Robin  L.  cyane.  Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus.  Pied  Stonechat 
Saxicola  caprata , White’s  Zoothera  dauma  and  Eye-browed  Thrushes  Turdus 
obscurus.  Dusky  Phy/loscopus  fuscatus,  Radde’s  P.  schwargi . Yellow-browed  P. 
inornatus,  Pallas’s  P.  proregulus.  Greenish  P.  trochiloides.  Two-barred 
Greenish  P.  p/umbeitarsus.  Thick-billed  Acrocephalus  aedon.  Great  Reed  A. 
arundinaceus , Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Locustella  certhiola.  Lanceolated  L. 
lanceolata  and  Fan-tailed  Warblers  Cisticola  juncidis.  Brown  Flycatcher 
Muscicapa  latirostris.  Olive-backed  Anthus  hodgsoni,  Richard’s  A.  novaeseelan- 
diae  and  Red-throated  Pipits  A.  cervinus.  Brown  Lanius  cristatus  and  Long- 
tailed Shrikes  L.  schach.  Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus.  and 
Chestnut  Bunting  Emberiga  rutila. 

The  total  of  354  species  recorded  by  the  group  during  the  trip  also 
included  Pied  Harrier  Circus  melanoleucus.  Rufous-bellied  Eagle  Hieraaetus 
kienerii.  Collared  Falconet  Microhierax  caerulescens,  Chinese  Francolin 
Francolinus  pintadeanus.  White-browed  Crake  Porgana  cinerea . Violet  Cuckoo 
Chrysococcyx  xanthorhynchus,  Javan  Frogmouth  Batrachostomus  javensis  (heard 
only),  Stork-billed  Kingfisher  Pelargopsis  capensis.  Blue-bearded  Bee-eater 
Nyctyornis  athertoni , Brown  Hornbill  Ptilolaemus  tickelli.  White-bellied 
Woodpecker  Dryocopus  javensis.  Silver-breasted  Serilophus  lunatus  and  Long- 
tailed Broadbills  Psarisomus  dalhousiae . Large  Cuckoo-Shrike  Coracina 
novaehollandiae , Ashy  Minivet  Pericrocotus  divaricatus.  Silver  Oriole  Oriolus 
mellianus , Blue  Magpie  Urocissa  erythrorhyncha.  Eve-browed  Wren-Babbler 
Napothera  epilepidota , Black-throated  Parrotbill  Paradoxomis  mpalensis. 
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162.  The  British  Birds  trip  to  Thailand,  1987:  at  back,  left  to  right,  Dr  Erhard  Thieme,  Phil 
Round  (leader),  Jan  Coldewey,  Stephen  Rumsey,  Colin  Mackcnzie-Grieve  and  Peter  Clarke; 
at  front,  left  to  right,  Major  Jeff  Gordon,  Dr  Tim  Sharrock  and  Capt.  Digby  Munns;  on  Mor 
Sing  To  trail,  at  Kliao  Vai,  January  1987  (/.  T.  R.  Sharrock) 


Wh  ite-tailed  Robin  Cinclidium  leucurum,  Slaty-backed  Enicurus  schistaceus  and 
White-crowned  Forktails  E.  leschenaultii , Green  Cochoa  Cochoa  viridis  (two 
heard),  River  Chat  Thamnolaea  leucocephala , Dark-sided  Zoothera  marginata 
and  Grey-sided  Thrushes  Turdus  Jeae , Flyeater  Gerygone  sulphured , Yellow- 
streaked  Phylloscopus  armandii , Pale-legged  P.  tenellipes , Black-browed  Reed 
Acrocephalus  bistrigiceps , Stub-tailed  Bush  Cettia  squameiceps  and  Aberrant 
Bush  Warblers  C.  flavolivaceus , Rufous-gorgetted  Ficedula  strophiata  and 
Snowy-browed  Flycatchers  F.  hyperythra , Forest  Wagtail  Dendronanthus 
indicus , and  Spot-winged  Grosbeak  Coccothraustes  melanozanthos. 

The  group’s  travel  arrangements  were  by  Thai  Airways  International 
(41  Albemarle  Street,  London  VV1X  3FE)  and  Educational  Travel  Center 
(Room  318,  Royal  Hotel,  2 Rajdumnoen  Avenue,  Bangkok),  with  pre-tour 
advice  provided  by  Sunbird  (PO  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  IDE). 
‘BB’  would  like  to  thank  all  three  organisations  for  their  assistance  in 
making  the  trip  such  a success. 

With  past  participants  requesting  repeat  trips,  a ‘BB’  Thailand  tour  is 
being  planned  for  1988,  see  below. 

‘BB’  trip  to  Thailand,  1988  Following  the  successful  trips  in  1982,  1986 
and  1987,  another  trip  is  planned  for  1988,  probably  in  March.  Participants 
will  be  strictly  limited  to  eight.  Please  apply  now  to  get  your  name  on  the  list 
of  potential  members.  Write  to  BB  Thai  tour  1988,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  have  been  added  to 
our  British  BirdShop  list  this  month: 

Busby  Drawing  Birds:  an  RSPB guide 
Ogilvie  Flamingos 

Last  month’s  additions  were: 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd.  revised  edition 

We  can  also  still  offer  the  following  at  reduced  prices  to  subscribers: 

Harrison,  C.  An  Atlas  oj  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Pa/aearctic 
Sharrock  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification 
Wallace  Birdwatching  in  the  Seventies 

Please  order  all  your  bird  books  through  British  BirdShop.  This  helps  to 
subsidise  British  Birds , adding  extra  pages  and  photographs  to  every  issue  of 
the  magazine.  I hank  you.  Please  use  the  forms  on  pages  xi  & xii. 

Back  issues  SPECIAL  REDUCED  PRICES  I he  normal  price  of  back 
issues  of  British  Birds  is  £3.00  a copy,  but  Jor  two  months  only  we  are  making 
them  available  to  subscribers  lor  £2.00  a copy,  or  any  12  for  £20.  Please  use 
the  order  form  on  page  ix.  (Numbers  not  listed  are  no  longer  available.) 

Reviews 


Birds  for  all  Seasons.  By  Jeffery  Boswall.  BBC:  Publications,  London. 
1986.  160  pages;  130  colour  plates;  7 line-drawings.  £10.95. 

In  contrast  to  the  television  series  from  which  the  book  was  hatched,  the  immediate  visual 
impact  is  disappointing.  The  brilliantly  exciting  colour  photographs  grouped  on  facing  pages 
alternate  with  double  spreads  of  starkly  printed  explanatory  text.  This  sharply  contrasting 
arrangement  unfortunately  divorces  the  text  from  the  illustrations. 

The  chapter  titles  adequately  convey  their  contents,  which  are  unusual  in  that  flight 
activity — perhaps  the  subject  which  attracts  most  birdwatchers — is  confined  to  one  final 
chapter,  entitled  'Home  on  the  Wind’.  The  preceding  chapters  cover  courtship,  nest  building, 
eggs,  fledging,  and  feeding,  these  being  related  to  the  usual  evolutionary  themes. 

The  author’s  wide  experience  and  deep  understanding  is  reflected  in  the  choice  of  a host  of 
splendid  examples,  from  all  the  regions  of  the  world,  illustrating  the  varied  activities  in  each  of 
these  avian  life  stages.  The  usefulness  of  this  book  is  in  stimulating  interest  and  providing 
knowledge  in  those  essentially  non-flight  activities,  for  it  is  here  that  we  human  beings  have  the 
greatest  impact  on  the  birds.  Only  by  learning  more  about  their  habitat  requirements  for  food 
and  reproduction  can  conservation  efforts  be  successful.  The  ecological  effect  of  the  extinction 
of  the  Dodo  on  the  tambalacoque  tree  in  Mauritius  is  one  intriguing  and  thought-providing 
tale,  and  it  is  well  worth  reading  the  book  to  find  many  more.  Keith  Allsopp 

Drawing  Birds:  an  RSPB  guide.  By  John  Busby.  RSPB.  Sandy.  1986. 
128  pages;  30  colour  illustrations;  84  line-drawings.  £12.95. 

John  Busby  is  known  as  being  a master  of  line  and  movement  in  bird  art.  Who  better  to 
produce  this  book  explaining  his  thoughts  and  techniques  of  drawing  birds.  His  ability  to 
express  himself  and  to  describe  exactly  how  to  achieve  a living  bird  in  pencil  is  extremely  clear 
and  succinct  and  shows  the  expertise  gained  from  his  30  vears  of  teaching  art. 

The  book  is  divided  into  six  chapters.  The  first,  introductory  chapter  deals  w ith  how  artists 
have  portrayed  birds  in  the  past,  the  feelings  and  concepts  that  have  developed,  and  various 
styles.  The  second  chapter  copes  with  the  difficulties  of  drawing  live  birds,  explaining 
simplified  means  of  recording  movement  and  compositions  quickly  with  a visual  shorthand.  In 
the  third  chapter.  Busbv  explains  how  an  understanding  of  basic  bird  anatomy  aids  a quick 
drawing  response,  and  he  shows  the  use  ofdraw  ing  from  easilv  observed  domestic  and  captive 
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birds.  The  fourth  chapter  deals  with  sketching  in  the  field  and  how  to  select  the  important 
features  of  posture  and  movement  to  create  the  jizz  of  the  subject.  The  fifth  chapter  tries  to 
conquer  the  difficulties  of  drawing  birds  in  flight.  This  he  does  by  describing  the  aerodynamics 
of  a flying  bird  and  the  way  changing  conditions  affect  its  attitude.  The  final  chapter  expands 
onto  thoughts  of  backgrounds,  with  the  use  of  colour  and  the  composition  ofa  picture. 

Throughout  the  book,  John  Busby’s  lively  drawings  convert  his  words  into  living  lessons. 
From  simple  lines  and  dots  showing  the  quick  drawing  reaction  to  a moving  subject,  he  moves 
on  to  display  the  solid  form  ofa  bird  by  using  the  contour-revealing  lines  offeather  masses.  His 
flowing  style  is  a delight  to  see,  all  his  birds  being  full-bodied,  alive,  moving  individuals.  To 
help  convey  his  ideas,  Busby  has  included  sketches,  paintings  and  illustrations  from  29  other 
'live  bird’  artists,  past  and  present,  some  familiar  and  others  a little  less  well  known.  Field 
sketches  by  Killian  Mullarney,  watercolour  studies  by  Larsjonsson,  Eric  Ennion  and  Peter 
Partington,  and  ‘finished’  paintings  by  Bruno  Liljefors  and  Keith  Brockie,  to  name  but  a few, 
make  this  book  not  only  a handsome  collection  of  bird  artwork,  but  also  aid  its  main  aim  of 
showing  the  reader  fresh  ways  of  interpreting  birds  through  art. 

John  Busby’s  enthusiasm  will  help  kindle  and  encourage  the  development  of  any  budding 
bird  artist,  and  it  will  certainly  inspire  many  established  artists  too.  Read  this  excellent  book 
and  see  how  you  do  in  the  next  British  Birds'  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  competition! 

Ian  Eewington 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of ‘British  Birds’ 


The  New  Dorset  Bird  Club  We  have 
received  the  first  newsletter  of  The  New 
Dorset  Bird  Club,  which  held  its  inaugural 
meeting  at  the  end  of  March.  The  newsletter 
has  an  unusual  printed  format,  which 
indicates  a vigorous  interest  in  not  just  bird 
news,  but  also  bird  conservation  and  field- 
work. The  membership  secretary  is  Paul 
Martin,  8 Westminster  Close,  Shaftesbury, 
Dorset  SP7  9JY 

. . . and  in  Bradford  too  Just  four  bird- 
watchers have  formed  the  Bradford  Ornitho- 
logical Group,  so  the  void  outside  the 
recording  areas  of  the  Leeds  and  Hudders- 
field Birdwatchers’  Clubs  has  now  been 
filled.  The  Group,  which  was  founded  in 
January  this  year,  has  already  expanded  to 
over  20  members  and  they  have  produced 
their  first  publication,  the  1986  Esholt  Bird 
Report.  The  main  aim  of  the  Group  is  to  build 
up  a complete  and  thorough  picture  of  the 
ornithological  value  of  its  area.  For  mem- 
bership details  and  copies  of  the  Esholt  Bird 
Report  (only  50p),  write  to  Bradford 
Ornithological  Group,  c/o  38  Carr  Green 
Drive,  Rastrick,  Brighouse,  W est  Yorkshire 
HD(> 


‘Isle  of  Wight  Birds’  This  new-style  report 
replaces  the  Bird  Reports  which  formerly 
appeared  in  the  Proceedings  oj  the  Isle  oj  Wight 
Nat.  Hist,  and  Arch.  Soc.  New  reports  have 
been  published  for  1984  and  1985,  and  con- 
tain articles  as  well  as  the  usual  systematic 
list.  The  report  for  1984  is  out  of  print,  but 
that  for  1985  can  be  obtained  (for  £2.00, 
including  postage)  from  J.  Stafford,  Wester- 
ing, Moor  Lane,  Brighstone.  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight  post)  tni. 

Nottinghamshire  Birdwatchers  The 

county  birdwatching  society,  previously 
known  as  the  Trent  Valley  Birdwatchers,  has 
now  been  renamed  as  the  Nottinghamshire 
Birdwatchers.  This  change  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  need  to  define  the  precise  re- 
cording area  of  the  society.  Founded  in  1935, 
it  originally  centred  in  the  Trent  Valiev 
around  the  City  of  Nottingham,  but  since 
then  it  has  grown  to  embrace  the  whole 
county.  The  new  society  will  retain  the 
original  logo  featuring  a Black-winged  Stilt,  a 
species  whose  first  British  breeding  record 
was  in  Nottinghamshire  in  1945. 

The  new  club  has  redefined  its  aims  to 
include  the  promotion  ofa  greater  awareness 
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of  the  county’s  hirdlife  and  more  active 
birdwatching  throughout  the  countv,  par- 
ticularly amongst  young  people. 

1'he  two  important  addresses  are:  County 
Recorder,  S.  M.  Henson,  86  Bedale  Road, 
Sherwood,  Nottingham  ng:>  :k;j.  and 
Membership  Secretary,  Mrs  J.  Parsons,  10 
Dewent  Close,  Sherwood  Park,  Rainworth, 
Nottinghamshire  NG2I  oi-’N. 

Award  for  birdwatching  journalist  Con- 
gratulations to  Brian  Unwin,  the  Press 
Association’s  Northeast  England  staff 
reporter,  who  was  named  ‘Freelance 
Journalist  of  1986’  in  recognition  of  his 
articles  in  the  Newcastle  Journal  which  are 
based  on  his  hobby,  birdwatching.  His 
selection  is  significant  because  his 
entry — examples  of  his  regular  Saturday 
"\\  ildlife  Watch'  column — was  preferred  bv 
the  judges  to  the  hard  news  stories  published 
in  national  newspapers  which  were  sub- 
mitted by  other  competitors.  Brian,  thunder 
of  the  Durham  Bird  Club,  a former  Durham 
County  bird  recorder  and  a BB  subscriber, 
makes  use  of  his  column  to  spark  off  interest 
in  wildlife  among  readers  who  might  other- 
wise have  little  or  no  enthusiasm.  ( )ne  of  his 
winning  entries  linked  birds  with  one  of  the 
great  consuming  passions  of  the  Northeast — 
soccer.  It  told  of  how  his  favourite  team. 
Sunderland,  was  struggling  in  a home  match 
against  Leeds  until  a Blue  Tit.  undaunted  by 
the  roar  of  the  crowd,  flew  the  length  of  the 
Rokcr  Park  pitch  and  landed  on  the  crossbar 
of  the  visitors’  goal.  Within  minutes.  Sunder- 
land had  scored,  and  the  team  went  on  to  w in 
handsomely.  On  another  occasion,  Sunder- 
land were  0-2  down  against  Nottingham 
Forest,  but  ended  up  with  a 8-2  victory  after  a 
skein  of  Pink-footed  Geese  flew  over  the 
ground  at  half-time. 

Congratulations,  Nigel!  Birdquest  tour- 
leader  and  joint  compiler  with  David  Fisher 
of  our  regular  feature  'Expeditions  and  trips'. 
Nigel  Redman  was  married  in  Moscow  on 
17th  March.  His  wife,  Irina  (tice  katsovs- 
kava),  hopes  to  join  him  in  Britain  as  soon  as 
the  red  tape  is  sorted  out. 

Innocence?  At  BTO  conferences,  the  exper- 
ienced raffle-ticket-selling  ladies  always  sell 
‘One  ticket  for  1 Op.  or  five  for  50p'.  At  the 
recent  Joint  BBiWYO  Conference,  howev  er. 
BB' s young  ladies  were  heard  offering  A 
complete  strip  for  50p.’ 

No  wonder  sales  were  brisk. 


First  Joint  ‘BB’/BTO  Conference  One 

might  have  thought  that,  in  mid  April,  keen 
birders  would  rather  be  birding.  Such  was 
the  attraction  of  this  conference,  however, 
that  280  of  them  ensconced  themselves  for 
the  weekend  of  1 0th- 1 2th  April  at  The  Hayes 
Conference  Centre  in  Derbyshire. 

Tonv  Marr  kicked  off  on  the  Fridas  even- 
ing with  an  amusing  potted  history  of  British 
and  Irish  birding,  containing  numerous 
anecdotes  of  the  early  das  sand  the  treatment 
meted  out  bs  the  late  Denzil  D.  Harber  to 
ans  observer  who  dared  send  in  a dodgy  (or 
even  a non-dodgy)  record. 

Following  the  usual  “heavy"  Swansvick 
Friday  night,  Peter  Lansdown.  new  BB 
Rarities  Committee  Chairman,  described  the 
workings  and  enormous  workload  of  the 
Committee’s  ten  members,  each  of  whom 
receives  about  20  records  per  week  to  sift 
through,  assess  and  sole  upon.  To  balance 
Peter's  talk.  John  Marchant  of  the  BTO  staff 
described  the  Common  Birds  Census,  which 
now  involves  250  extremely  hard-working 
volunteers  w ho  help  to  keep  tabs  on  the  for- 
tunes of  our  common  breeding  birds. 

Ringing  w as  covered  by  two  speakers.  Dr 
Malcolm  Ogils  ie  talked  about  big  birds  that 
quack,  honk  or  go  hiss.  Chris  Mead,  because 
he  talks  much  more  quickly,  covered  all  the 
rest  (including  a hummingbird  weighing 
1.85kg!). 

Richard  Porter  described  the  workings  of 
the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel,  highlighting 
the  conflict  arising  from  the  need  to  centralise 
information  on  rare  breeding  birds,  if  con- 
centrated efforts  are  to  be  made  to  protect 
them,  versus  the  worries  that  individuals 
have  about  disclosing  their  personal 
knowledge. 
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The  first-ever  official  meeting  of  County 
Bird  Recorders  was  held  at  the  invitation  of 
BB  on  the  Saturday  afternoon,  when  even- 
one  else  was  enjoying  themselves  on  field 
trips  organised  by  the  Derbyshire  Ornitho- 
logical Society.  An  account  of  this  meeting 
will  appear  separately. 

I he  most  serious  business,  however,  was 
on  Saturday  evening:  Alan  Dean’s  ‘Mystery 
Slide  Competition’,  with  a prize  of  a bottle  of 
champagne.  Attendees  attempted  to  identify 
40  assorted  colour  transparencies.  Of  the 
audience  of  over  150,  only  13  people  (inclu- 
ding BB  ’s  Managing  Editor,  who  usually  sets 
such  puzzles)  got  over  half  of  them  right.  The 
winner,  however,  with  the  incredible  score  of 
37  out  of  40,  was  Killian  Mullarney  (who 
thereby  demonstrated  that  he  is  not  merely  a 
natty  disco  dancer).  Killian  had  the  audacity 
to  argue  that  one  of  his  three  ‘wrong’  answers 
was  a Thekla  Lark  and  not  a Crested  Lark — 
who  was  going  to  argue  with  him?  Close 
behind  Killian  were  David  Fisher  and 
Richard  Millington,  each  of  whom  scored  a 
creditable  32.  In  the  parallel  quiz,  involving 
dead  birds,  skeletons  and  dried  organs,  ‘The 
Grisly  Competition’,  organised  by  Dr  Alan 
Knox  and  the  British  Museum  (Natural 
History),  Killian  managed  ‘only’  second 
place  (with  24)  behind  John  Mather,  who 
won  with  29  out  of  35.  Their  two  prizes  of 
books  were  donated  by  the  Museum  Shop  at 
I ring.  Close  behind  were  John  Cudworth 
(23),  Peter  Dunn  and  Edmund  Lellowes 
(each  with  22). 

The  fact  that  so  many  experienced  bird- 
watchers got  so  many  wrong  answers 
certainly  justifies  the  thoroughness  not  only 
of  the  BBRC,  but  also  of  the  BOU  Records 
Committee,  whose  workings  were  described 
by  its  new  Chairman,  John  Mather.  There 
was  a fair  amount  of  questioning  about 
delays  in  processing  old  records  and  the 
thorny  problem  of  categorisation,  but  time 
ran  out  just  as  the  discussion  was  hotting  up. 

One  pleasing  feature  of  the  conference  was 
the  number  of  Irish  birders  who  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  cross  the  water.  Irish  birding 
has  progressed  enormously  in  the  last  20 
years  and  one  of  the  key  players,  Clive 
Hutchinson,  described  Irish  atlassing  and  its 
relationship  to  agricultural  practice.  Clive 
put  the  record  straight  in  bringing  to  light  the 
activities  of  A.  G.  More,  the  father  of  atlas- 
sing in  the  nineteenth  century.  His  subject 
was  particularly  appropriate,  as  the  next 
breeding  atlas  survey  starts  in  1988. 

I he  main  emphasis  of  the  whole  confer- 
ence had  been  British  (and  Irish)  birds,  but 


the  balance  was  brilliantly  redressed  by 
Bryan  Bland,  said  to  be  the  first  British 
Birder  to  have  had  Parrot  Crossbills  nesting 
in  his  beard,  who  talked  about  ‘Abroad  . 
I bis  was  a classic,  hilarious  and  delightful 
talk:  the  Conference  certainly  finished  on  a 
high. 

Other  attractions  during  the  weekend 
included  a wildlife  and  ornithological  book- 
shop set  up  by  the  Natural  History  Book 
Service;  an  exhibition  and  sale  of  over  120 
bird  paintings  and  drawings  organised  by 
Derick  and  Barbra  W atson;  a birdwatchers’ 
equipment  shop,  with  a full  range  of  binocu- 
lars, telescopes,  tripods  and  Barbour  coats,  set 
up  by  'In  Focus’  of  Barnet,  Hertfordshire;  a 
display  of  ZEISS  West  Germany  optical 
equipment;  the  BTO  shop,  selling  booklets, 
ties,  badges  and  even  Christmas  cards;  and  a 
raffle,  with  prizes  donated  by  John  Davis, 
Derick  W atson  and  the  NHBS. 

This  first-ever  joint  BB/  BTO  Conference 
was  a most  enjoyable  and  relaxed  affair.  A 
high  proportion  of  those  attending  had  never 
been  to  a conference  ever  before,  but  there 
was  a generally  expressed  wish  for  a repeat 
BB/  BTO  Conference  before  too  long.  The 
organisation,  by  Audrey  Causer  and  Tim 
Davis  of  the  BTO  and  Sheila  Cobban  o l' BB. 
was  superb,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  lay  on 
a twitch  to  visit  five  fairly  local  W’axwings. 
These  magical  birds  were  watched  not  only 
feeding  on  guelder-rose  berries,  but  also  fly- 
catching,  a habit  normally  observed  only  on 
the  breeding  grounds.  ( Contributed  by  R.  G. 
Newell) 
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163.  Candid  camera:  Jeff  Gordon  lights  up  and  cools  down  on  Doi  Inthanon,  northern 
Thailand,  on  the  ‘BB’  trip,  February  1987  (/.  T.  R.  Sharrock) 


John  Gould — Bird  Man  The  extraordin- 
ary talent  of  John  Gould  ( 1804- 1881 ) is  being 
celebrated  with  a special  exhibition  which  is 
being  held  at  the  Natural  Historx  Museum, 
Cromwell  Road,  London,  from  April  until 
27th  September  1987.  The  exhibition,  which 
also  marks  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Royal 
Society  lor  Nature  Conservation,  contains 
some  of  Gould’s  original  publications 
complemented  by  drawings,  watercolours, 
paintings,  letters,  memorabilia  and  scrap- 
books compiled  whilst  he  was  working  on 
Birds  o)  Great  Britain.  'The  Bird  Man',  as  John 
Gould  liked  to  be  called,  was  a skilled  zoolo- 
gist and  publisher  as  well  as  ornithologist, 
and  his  life’s  work  was  a remarkable  achieve- 
ment. He  produced  oxer  40  imperial  folio 
volumes  containing  some  3,000  hand- 
coloured  lithographs  showing  birds  of  even 
continent  excluding  Africa. 


Rare  sounds  The  National  Sound  Arch- 
ive's Library  of  Wildlife  Sounds  has  pro- 
duced a cassette  of  the  sounds  of  Britain's 
endangered  wildlife,  to  be  sold  in  aid  of  the 
British  Wildlife  Appeal.  All  recordings  were 
made  by  members  of  the  Wildlife  Sound 
Recording  Society  and  include  the  vocalisa- 
tions of  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus.  Barn  Owl 
Tvto  alba  and  other  birds  amongst  the  32 
species  represented.  1 he  cassette  is  available 
(for  £4.50  including  p & p)  from  the  National 
Sound  Archive.  29  Exhibition  Road.  London 
SW7  2A.S. 


Hypnotic  cure  Adrian  Pitches  has  sent  us 
details  of  a remedy  for  what,  he  reckons,  is  an 
incurable  malaise  of  many  BB  readers.  He 
refers,  tongue  firmly  in  cheek,  to  'twitching', 
which  is  listed  as  one  of  the  conditions  that 
treatment  by  hypnosis  can  cure.  We  spotted 
a number  of  other  conditions  that  could  be 
relevant,  including  'Panic'  and  'Nervous 
visual  defects'.  Perhaps  watching  a Pen- 
duline  Tit  swinging  on  its  nest  would  have 
the  desired  effect — ifonly  one  could  be  found. 

‘The  Song  of  the  Nightingale’  Dr  Anthonx 
Reeve,  who  drew  our  attention  to  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Eric  Parker  (Brit. 
Birds  78:  601-602),  has  now  published 
privately  this  poem,  which  he  found  among 
Eric  Parker's  papers.  The  poem  is  published 
in  a limited  edition  of  65  numbered  copies 
and  all  the  proceeds  from  the  sales  are  to  be 
donated  to  the  RSPB. 

The  poem  itself  runs  to  only  fixe  pages,  but 
is,  as  Dr  Reeve  himself  comments  in  his 
introduction,  a 'remarkably  accurate  imita- 
tion of  the  nightingale’s  song'. 

If  you  enjoy  poetry  and  are  interested  in 
this  unique  publication,  send  £3.00  for  the 
booklet  to  DrA.J.  H.  Reeve,  2 Torchil  Close, 
Woodland  Drive,  Anlaby.  Hull.  East  York- 
shire Hi  ll)  7HR  (/ TRS ) 

Change  of  County  Recorder  Brian 
Stewart.  36  Leggart  Terrace.  Aberdeen  \Bl 
5JD.  has  taken  oxer  from  M.  Innes  as 
Recorder  for  Grampian  (except  Moray). 


Monthly  marathon 

T'he  SI  X BIRD  holiday  has  been  won,  by  Pekka 
J.  Nikander  of  Hattelmalantie  8A4,  00710 
Helsinki  7 1 , Finland.  The  tenth  photograph  (plate 
69  in  the  April  issue)  was  identified  by  entrants  as: 

Crested  Lark  Galenda  cristata  (44%) 

Tliekla  Lark  G.  theklae  (18%) 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea  ( 14%) 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  carnpestris  (1  1 %) 

Lesser  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  rujescens  (4%) 

Tree  Pipit  A.  trivialis  (3%) 

Other  answers  included  Skylark  Alauda  arvensis , Richard's  Pipit  .4.  novaeseelandiae , Pechora 
Pipit  4.  gustavi  and  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra. 

It  was  indeed  a Crested  Lark,  photographed  by  Howard  Nicholls  in 
Israel  in  March  1986. 

Pekka  j . Xikander's  winning  sequence  is  depicted  opposite.  We  congratu- 
late him  on  a remarkable  achievement.  He  will  now  have  to  choose  his 
SLNBIRD  holiday,  to  Africa.  North  America,  or  Southeast  Asia,  and  we 
shall  be  reporting  on  his  trip  in  due  course. 

A new  ‘Monthly  marathon'  trail  has,  of  course,  already  started,  for 
numbers  1 1 and  12  appeared  in  the  May  and  June  issues  (plates  136  and 
146).  Number  13,  the  third  in  the  new  competition,  appears  below  (plate 
164).  We  are  delighted  that  this  popular  feature  is  again  sponsored  by 
SL  NBIRD.  I he  winner  will  be  able  to  choose  a trip  from  at  least  three 
SLNBIRD  1 loliday  destinations,  to  Africa,  North  America  or  Asia.  Send  in 
your  entry  now! 

164.  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  13.  Identify  the  species.  Read  the 
rules  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly 
Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK+4  3NJ,  toarriveby  15th  August  1987. 
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reports 


Keith  Allsopp 
and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


1’he  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  March  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

Except  for  an  occasional  intrusion  of 
Atlantic  air,  the  weather  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  March  was  dominated  by  the 
nearby  Continental  anticyclone  feeding  in 
cold  air  on  east  to  southeast  winds.  On  15th, 
the  centre  of  pressure  moved  to  the  west  of 
Britain  and  Ireland,  giving  equally  un- 
pleasant northerlies,  which  persisted  until 
22nd,  when  west  to  southwest  winds  brought 
in  milder,  unsettled,  maritime  air  as  pressure 
rose  to  the  south.  A particularly  vigorous 
depression  passed  through  on  27th,  bringing 
gale-force  winds. 

Spring  migrants 

Without  intrusions  of  warm  southerly  air, 
very  few  early  migrants  appear.  Only  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  on  two  brief  occasions  on 
22nd  and  27th,  did  these  occur,  and  the  few 
early  birds  did  arrive.  A Chiffchaff 
Phylloscopus  collybita  was  recorded  at 
Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  on  21st,  another  sub- 
sequently arriving — earlier  than  usual — on 
Fair  Isle  on  27th,  assisted  by  the  gale-force 
winds.  Wheatears  Oenanthe  oenanthe  were 
slow  to  arrive.  After  a very  early  record  from 
Eyemouth  (Borders)  on  27th  February,  two 


were  reported  from  Guernsey  (Channel 
Islands)  on  4th,  a few  on  15th  in  England  and 
Ireland,  but  numbers  were  seen  only  during 
the  last  days  of  the  month.  Black  Redstarts 
Phoenicurus  ochruros,  noted  at  Sandwich  Bay 
from  16th  again,  were  reported  regularly 
only  after  22nd,  with  four  reaching  Fair  Isle 
on  28th.  A lone  Redstart  P.  phoenicurus  was 
seen  at  Deal  (Kent)  on  28th. 

Earlv  Ring  Ouzels  Turdus  torquatus  were 
reported  first  inland,  at  Smethwick  (West 
Midland's)  on  4th,  near  Broadway  (Wor- 
cestershire) on  12th,  and  on  Blows  Downs 
(Bedfordshire),  where  there  were  four  on 
28th.  Twelve  reports  of  Firecrests  Regulus 
ignicapillus  on  the  last  three  days  of  the 
month,  mainly  from  English  east  and  south 
coast  localities,  were  preceded  by  one  at 
Ingleby  (Derbyshire)  on  15th.  An  early 
Yellow  Wagtail  Molacilla  flam  was  seen  at 
Seaforth  (Merseyside)  on  18th,  and  migrant 
Pied  Wagtails  of  the  Continental  race  M. 
alba  alba  numbered  29  on  25th  at  Sandwich 
Bay.  Apart  from  Swallows  Hirundo  rustica  at 
Gillingham  (Essex)  on  4th  and  Shepton 
Mallet  (Somerset)  on  15th,  and  a Sand 
Martin  Riparia  riparia  at  Drift  Reservoir 
(Cornwall)  on  14th,  these  species,  together 
with  House  Martins  Delichon  urbica , were  not 
reported  regularly  until  after  26th.  A surprise 
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vagrant  was  an  Alpine  Swift  Apus  metba  at 
Borth  (Dyfed)  on  1st,  and  only  one  Hoopoe 
Upupa  epops  was  reported,  that  being  in 
Ireland,  at  Roche’s  Point  (Co.  Cork)  in  the 
first  week.  Another  exotic  species  was  a 
Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica , of  the 
w hite-spotted  race  cyanecula  at  Foreness  Point 
( Kent)  on  A 1st.  Also  of  note  was  a Woodlark 
Lullula  arborea  seen  at  Dungeness  (Kent)  on 
22  nd. 

Wintering  passerines 

I locks  of  Waxwings  Bombycilla  garrulus  were 
still  to  be  found  throughout  March,  with  24 
at  Thornaby  (Cleveland)  on  19th  and  five  at 
Matlock  (Derbyshire)  staying  into  April. 
There  were  19  reports  of  Great  Grey 
Shrikes  Lanius  excub i tor  on  as  many  commons 
across  mainly  southern  England.  Numbers  of 
Shorelarks  Eremophila  alpestris  on  Blakeney 
Point  (Norfolk)  reached  20,  and  Lapland 
Buntings  Calcarius  lapponicus  were  still 
present  on  the  East  Coast,  14  at  Spurn 
(Humberside)  on  17th  and  farther  north,  at 
Musselburgh  (Lothian),  45  were  seen  on 
23rd,  and,  inland,  one  was  found  at  Staines 
reservoir  (Greater  London)  on  9th.  Nearby, 
at  Uxbridge  (Greater  London),  a Little 
Bunting  Emberiza  pus  it  la  was  seen  on  1 7th.  A 
flock  of  1 15  Bramblings  Eringilla  monti- 
Jringilla  were  notable  visitors  to  The  Lodge, 
Sandy  (Bedfordshire)  on  6th.  Water  Pipits 
Anthus  spinoletta  always  create  interesting 
identification  problems  and  especially  in 
March,  when  contusion  with  the  Scandi- 
navian race  of  Rock  Pipit  .4.  petrosus  littoralis 
is  likely.  A pipit  at  Chasewater  (West 
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Midlands)  (plate  165)  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  debate  and  others  were  reported  from 
Sandwich  Bay,  Cley  (Norfolk)  and  Watford 
(Hertfordshire). 

Wading  birds 

Bitterns  Botaurus  stellaris.  displaced  during 
the  hard  winter  weather,  were  still  being 
found  in  unusual  localities.  One  remained  at 
Kenfig  Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan)  throughout 
the  month,  as  did  one  at  Siddick  Pond 
(Cumbria);  two  were  reported  from 
Cornwall,  and  one  was  seen  at  Sandwich  Bay 
on  28th.  A White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  was 
found  at  Stone  Creek  (Humberside)  on  29th. 
and  earlier  three  Cranes  Crus  grus  visited 
Stodmarsh  (Kent)  on  10th,  another  was  seen 
on  The  Lizard  (Cornwall)  on  12th.  and  a 
further  one  was  found  at  Cley  on  26th.  Two 
Avocets  Recunirostra  avosetta  had  returned  to 
this  last  locality  by  1st.  with  others  noted 
moving  in  southern  counties  of  England. 
Four  Stone-curlews  Burhinus  oedicnemus  had 
also  returned  to  Weeting  Heath  (Norfolk)  bv 
29th,  with  a migrant  seen  at  Dungeness  on 
28th.  Little  Ringed  Plovers  Charadrius 
dubius  were  reported  from  7th,  w hen  one  was 
found  at  Gatwick  (West  Sussex).  Whim- 
brels  Numenius  phaeopus  were  on  the  move  bv 
mid  month,  reported  from  Walne\  (Cum- 
bria) on  13th  and  Sandwich  Bay  on  17th. 

Gulls  and  seabirds 

Some  Little  Auks  A lie  alle  were  still  to  be 
found:  one  at  Dungeness  on  15th  was 
followed  by  a record  of  one  picked  up  dead  in 
Derwent  Dale  (Derbyshire)  on  22nd.  A 


165.  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta  or  Rock  Pipit  .4.  petrosus , Staffordshire.  March  1987  (Steve 

Young) 
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Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle  could  be 
found  in  Portland  Harbour  (Dorset)  late  in 
March.  A returning  Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius 
parasiticus  was  noted  at  Cromer  (Norfolk)  on 
27th.  No  fewer  than  62  Mediterranean 
Gulls  Larus  melanocephalus  were  reported 
during  March,  22  of  these  being  at  Folke- 
stone ( Kent)  on  1 1 th;  and,  of  the  22  localities, 
predominantly  in  England,  ten  were  inland. 
Little  Gulls  L.  minutus,  which  were 
commonly  reported  last  autumn,  continued 
to  be  reported  in  numbers,  3 1 0 being  counted 
at  Seaforth  on  28th.  White-winged  gulls  were 
reported  with  greater  frequency  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  These  totalled  23 
Iceland  Gulls  L.  glaucoides,  including  nine  at 
Ullapool  (Highland),  and  28  Glaucous 
Gulls  L.  hyperboreus , of  which  ten  were  also  at 
Ullapool,  attracted  by  the  fishing  fleets.  An 
interesting  report  was  of  the  brief  visitation  to 
Willen  Lake  (Buckinghamshire)  of  a flock  of 
110  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla  on  20th,  on 
overland  migration.  This  winter’s  selection 
of  Nearctic  gulls  remained  into  March:  the 
Laughing  Gull  L.  atricilla  was  observed  on 


7th  (plates  166  & 167),  the  Franklin’s  Gull 
L.  pipixcan  at  Helston  (Cornwall)  remained 
until  at  least  22nd  (plate  174),  and  the 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  L.  Philadelphia  at  Newly n 
(Cornwall)  was  still  present  on  25th  (plate 
173).  Twelve  reports  were  received  of  Ring- 
billed Gulls  L.  delawarensis,  nine  of  these  in 
the  West  Country,  including  two  at  Hayle  * 
(plates  170-172).  A Sabine’s  Gull  L.  saiini 
was  an  unusual  spring  record  at  Aberystwyth 
(Dvfed)  on  28th  (plate  168).  Sandwich 
Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis  were  seen  in  the 
south  on  22nd  and  had  reached  Walney  by 
28th  and  Orkney  by  30th.  A Common  Tern 
S.  hirundo  at  Sandwich  Bay  on  27th  was  the 
only  report  of  this  species.  Two  Forster’s 
Terns  S.  Jorsteri  were  present  in  Ireland 
throughout  the  month,  one  near  Dublin  and 
another  at  Dungarvan  (Co.  Waterford).  A 
further  report  was  from  Seaforth,  where  one 
was  seen  on  15th. 


Waterfowl 

After  January’s  influx  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena , many  remained 
inland  and  have  delighted  many  observers  as 
they  changed  to  summer  plumage.  The 
Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  at 
Kenfig  Pool  stayed  throughout  March,  and 
reports  of  the  smaller  grebes  included  16 
Black-necked  Grebes  Podiceps  nigricollis  in 


166  & 167. 1 ^aughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla , with  Black-headed  Gulls  L.  ridibundus , Tyne  & Wear, 

March  1987  (John  Stronger) 
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168.  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini,  Dyfed,  March  1987  (/.  Datchetts ) 


Langstone  Harbour  (Hampshire)  on  8th. 
The  return  migration  of  Bewick’s  Swans 
Cygnus  co/umbianus  v.  as  noted  in  Bedfordshire 
on  13th,  when  95  were  counted  passing 
through.  Whooper  Swans  C.  cygnus  stayed  at 
Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on  their  way 
out  on  15th  and  16th,  when  12  were  present. 
The  wintering  flock  in  Orkney  was  estimated 
at  130,  and  there  were  85  at  Aglionby 
(Gumbria)  on  18th.  Notable  reports  of  geese 
were  of  six  Bean  Geese  A user  f aba!  is  at 
Saltholme  (Cleveland)  on  1st,  and  a Eur- 
asian White-fronted  Goose  .4.  albifrons 
albijrons  was  a rare  visitor  to  Orkney  on  19th. 
A Brent  Goose  Branla  bemicla  of  the  Nearctic 
and  Siberian  race  nigricans  was  a first  for 
Sandwich  Bay  on  21st,  a Red-breasted 
Goose  B.  rujicollis  was  still  present  along  the 
Suffolk  coast,  and  a Ross's  Goose  Anser  rossii 
could  be  found  from  Newburgh  to  Cruden 
Bay  (Grampian)  from  19th  to  21st.  An 
interesting  record  was  of  four  Ruddy 
Shelducks  Tadorna Jermginea  flying  in  off  the 


sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Ouse  in  Norfolk 
on  1st.  The  Falcated  Ducks  Anas Jalcata  at 
Pitsford  Reservoir  (Northamptonshire)  and 
at  Motney  Hill  (Kent)  remained  into  March. 
In  addition  to  the  American  Wigeon  A. 
americana  still  present  at  Wimbleball  Lake 
(Somerset),  further  records  came  from 
Welney  (Norfolk)  on  13th,  Culbin  Bar 
(Grampian)  on  19th.  and  Hayle  and  Dor- 
chester Gravel-pits  (Oxfordshire)  both  on 
23rd.  A Teal  .1.  crecca  of  the  Nearctic  race 
carolinensis  was  seen  at  Guardbridge  (Fife)  on 
19th  and  Ring-necked  Ducks  Aythya  collaris 
remained  at  Drift  Reservoir  and  at  Coleford 
Bridge  Road  and  Frimley  Gravel-pits 
(Hampshire/Surrey)  (plate  169),  with 
another  being  found  at  Foulridge  Reservoir 
(Lancashire)  on  16th.  A Lesser  Scaup  .4. 
ajfinis  was  identified — after  much  delibera- 
tion— at  Ghasewater  on  17th  (plate  175). 
The  numbers  of  Ruddy  Ducks  Oxyura 
jamaicensis  at  Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon) 
passed  the  thousand  mark  on  1st.  when  1.064 


169.  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  w ith  Pochard  A.  jerina,  Surrey.  March  1987  David 

Tipting) 
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were  counted.  Wintering  Red-crested 
Pochards  Netta  rufina  could  still  be  found, 
with  reports  from  Marlow  (Buckingham- 
shire) on  6th,  Purls  Bridge  (Cambridgeshire) 
on  13th,  Dungeness  from  10th  to  22nd  and 
Stockers  Lane  (Hertfordshire)  on  25th.  Four 
King  Eiders  Somateria  spedabilis  could  still  be 
found  in  Shetland  early  in  the  month,  and 
two  also  remained  at  Embo  (Highland), 
being  seen  on  19th.  Other  species  still  staying 
into  March  were  Surf  Scoters  Melanilta 
perspicillata  at  Porthmadog  (Gwynedd)  on 
16th,  and  three  in  Largo  Bay  (Fife)  from 
22nd  to  29th;  Velvet  Scoters  Al.Jusca  were 
found  at  Hunstanton  (Norfolk),  with  a count 
of  90  on  15th;  and  close  by  at  Holme 
(Norfolk)  78  Long-tailed  Ducks  Clangula 
hyemalis  had  collected  by  22nd.  Other  notable 
concentrations  were  106  Goldeneyes 
Bucephala  clangula  at  Chasewateron  26th,  and 
180  Goosanders  Mergus  merganser  at 
Thrapston  (Northamptonshire).  Small 
parties  of  Smews  At.  albe/lus  could  still  be 
found,  with  14  at  Blacktoft  (Humberside)  on 
11th  being  the  highest  count,  and  one  at 
W illen  Lake  on  24th  being  the  last  report. 
The  spring  arrival  of  Garganeys  Anas 
(/uerquedula  was  delayed:  the  only  reports  were 
of  a drake  at  Fairburn  lugs  (North  York- 
shire) on  23rd  and  two  at  Minsmere  (Suffolk) 
on  20th.  The  increase  of  Cormorants 
Phalacrocorax  carbo  on  inland  waters  was  again 
noted,  with  counts  of  146  on  3rd  and  131  on 
18th  at  Little  Paxton  Gravel-pits  (Cam- 
bridgeshire). 

Birds  of  prey 

Several  groups  of  Long-eared  Owls  Asio  otus 
were  still  to  be  found.  Three  were  at  Farling- 
ton  Marshes  (Hampshire)  on  1st,  four  at 
Walthamstow  (London)  on  20th,  and  three 
on  Exminster  Marshes  (Devon)  on  22nd. 

An  adult  male  Snowy  Owl  Nydea  scandiaca 
was  one  of  the  better  ‘window  ticks'  from  his 
house  for  one  observer  in  Orkney  on  6th. 
Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos  also  pro- 
vided exciting  reports  from  Ireland,  with  one 
on  Rathlin  Island  (Co.  Antrim)  from  9th  to 
1 4th  and  another  which  stayed  at  Adara  (Co. 
Donegal)  until  mid  March.  Four  Red  Kites 
Aiilvus  milvus  were  seen  in  eastern  areas  of 
England,  as  were  three  Rough-legged 
Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus.  Migrant  Ospreys 
Pandion  haliaetus  were  noted  at  Rutland  Water 
(Leicestershire)  on  22nd  and  at  W’intersett 
(West  Yorkshire)  on  23rd,  and  a Goshawk 
Accipiter  gentilis  passed  through  Spurn  on 
20th. 


Recent  reports 

Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps  Ladv’s 
Island  Lake  (Co.  W exford).  24th-31st  May, 
first  Irish  record. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Ca/onedris  diomedea 
Hengistbury  Head  (Dorset),  6th  June. 

Night  Heron  A hrticorax  nydicorax  Kendal 
(Cumbria).  lst-4th  June;  Slapton  (Devon). 
4th  & 6th  June:  Ouse  W ashes  (Cambridge- 
shire). 5th  June. 

Little  Egret  Egretla  gargetta  Budleigh 
Salterton  (Devon),  6th  June;  Newton  Abbot 
(Devon),  presumed  same,  7th  June. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  Salthouse  « 
(Norfolk),  1st  June:  Minsmere  (Suffolk),  3rd- 
7th  June. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythva  coltaris  Carrow- 
more  Lough  (Co.  Mayo).  31st  May. 

Black  Kite  Milvus  rn /grans  Histon  (Cam- 
bridgeshire). 28th  May;  Cleehill  (Shrop- 
shire). 3 1st  May. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 
Minsmere.  3rd  June. 

Quail  Coturnix  coturnix  Good  numbers  in  late 
May  and  earl\  June. 

Black-winged  Stilt  Hirnantopus  himantopus 
Two.  Holme  (Norfolk),  17th  May  into  June; 
Belfast  Lough  (Co.  Antrim),  19th  May  into 
June:  two,  Alvecote  (Warwickshire),  29th 
Mav-lst  June;  East  Tilbury  (Essex)  and 
C I i Ife  (Kent).  31st  May. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolo- 
paceus  Summer  adult,  Castle  Espie  (Co. 
Down),  3 1st  Mav. 

Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus  The 
Range  (Anglesey),  7th  June. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  Fair  Isle 
(Shetland),  29th  May. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias 
leucopterus  Leighton  Moss  (Lancashire),  1st 
.1  tine. 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Flamborough 
(Humberside).  30th  May. 

Roller  Caracias  garrulus  New  Forest 
(Hampshire),  30th-31st  May;  Prawle 
(Devon).  3 1st  May. 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  braclydadyla 
Fair  Isle,  and  Foreness  (Kent),  both  29th 
May. 

Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 
Farlington  (Hampshire),  5th  June. 

Barred  Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria  Landguard 
(Sullblk),  30th  Mav-  1st  June. 

Lesser  Grey  Shrike  l.anius  minor  Wythall 
(Hereford  & Worcester),  4th  June;  Leighton 
Moss,  5th  June. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 
North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney).  2nd  June. 
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173.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  Larus Philadelphia,  Cornwall,  March  1987  (David  M.  Cottridge ) 


174.  Franklin’s  Gull  Larus pipixcan,  Cornwall,  March  1987  (David  M.  Cottridge) 

175.  Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  affinis  Tufted  Duck  A.Juligula , Staffordshire,  March  1987  ( David 

M.  Cottridge) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 
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and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 

Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
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British  Birds 


is  most  grateful  to  the  Natural 
History  Book  Service  and 
Zeiss  West  Germany  for  their 
support. 

Sponsors  of  the  Rarities 
Committee 


ENGLAND 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lvndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB911) 

15thC  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/Here- 
ford amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields  from 
River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal  place 
with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales, 
civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  GH,  12  bedrooms  inc  . 
fourposter,  all  en-suite.  Egon  Ronay,  Relais 
Routier,  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford. 
Tel:  Fownhope  (043  277)  243.  (BB789) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  (BB212) 

RYE,  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE) 

secluded  coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House,  Peasmarsh.  Tel:  340.  (BB199) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV',  gas.  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warling- 
ham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham 
(088-32)  2013.  (BB207) 

CRASTER,  NORTHUMBERLAND,  on  the 

Heritage  Coastline.  The  Cottage  Inn  set  in  small 
hamlet.  Family  run.  Cosy  bar  and  restaurant. 
Ideal  for  walking,  birdwatching  and  touring  our 
many  castles.  B&B  £1 1.00.  For  brochure  tel:  066 
576  658.  (BB221) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four  acres 
overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in  16thC 
cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6.  Dogs 
welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB222) 

MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all  birding 
areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland.  Tea/coflee 
facilities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner.  Also  self-catering 
cottage.  Telephone  Dereham  (0362)  820665. 

(BB223) 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 


NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BBI70) 
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CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 


EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private  bath 
room,  radio,  TV,  tea/coflee  making  facilities  in  a 
delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magnificent 
views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley.  Very  close 
Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £73.50  per  person.  (7  nights 
£150.)  Please  write  or  phone  for  brochure. 
Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite,  Keswick, 
Cumbria.  Tel:  059  682  281 . (BB210) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from 
£35.  Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BBI12) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  Fligh  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  1BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB181) 

CROMER  2 MILES.  Children  and  pets  always 
welcome  in  our  carefully  maintained  holiday 
cottages.  Very  attractive  countryside  near  long, 
sandy  beaches.  SAE  brochure:  Northrepps 
Holiday  Properties,  Cromer  NR27  0JW.  0263 
512236.  ' (BB184) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB2I3) 

YORKSHIRE  DALES.  Bishop  Garth  Guest 
House,  Newbiggin-in-Bishopdale,  is  noted  for 
comfort  and  good  cooking.  Tel:  096  93  429. 

(BBI97) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  Linen  provided,  lVSt  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70  p.w.  Brochure  0736  87  242.  (BB211) 

HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B 

evening  meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048  525 
317.  ' (BB182) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crowden. 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings.  St. 
M ary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tonv  or  Linda  Dinglev  on  0720 
22327.  (BB915) 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 

Wide  range  of  birds—  Seabirds.  Migrants,  Waders 
and  some  Rarities — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest.  Arne  RSPB.  Poole  Harbour,  Brownsea 
Island,  Studland  Bay,  Studland  Nature  Reserve. 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Durlston  Country  Park.  (With 
or  without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.) 
Heritage  Coast. 

This  Hotel — 21  rooms  en  suite,  tea  and  coffee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m from  Sv.anage  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
with  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn.  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conlerence/funciion/dance 
suite. 

DURLSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH 19  2AE 
Tel:  0929  422430/424557 

(BB 161) 


LAWNS  HOTEL,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Bargain 
breaks  of  two  days  inc:  BB&D  £37  only.  Iel:  0263 
713390.  (BB205) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfame 
Reserve  and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  ( BB206) 

FOUR  MILES  INLAND  FROM  CLEY,  large 
studio/bed  sit  for  two  with  kitchen/diner  and 
bathroom.  Stibbe,  Foundry  House,  Lethering- 
sett.  Holt,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt  712329.  (BB204) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Caravan  4 berth  on  quiet 
pleasant  site;  good  services,  h.w„  el.  pts.. 
showers.  Tel:  0502  723053.  (BB176) 

DERBYSHIRE/PEAK  DISTRICT.  Self- 
catering properties.  Personally  inspected.  Rural 
Vacations  Ltd.  Pipv.orth  Lane.  Eckington, 
Sheffield  S31  9EY.  Tel:  0246  432202.  (BB180) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB155) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Ladv  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House.  Barbican. 
London  EC.2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

CETTI'S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve:  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserv  e, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm 
welcome.  Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane, 
Chickerell.  Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305) 
772268.  (BB75) 
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ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  M incarlo  Guest  House,  St 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES.  Guest  House  run 
by  birder  for  birders.  Haydn  House,  Avenue 
Road,  Hunstanton.  Tel:  331 15.  (BB790) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 


Yorkshire’s  Heritage  Coast 

Varied  and  spectacular  bird  watching  on  the 
350ft  cliffs  around  Flamborough  and 
Bempton.  A coast  that’s  rich  in  history  and 
wildlife.  Discover  fossils,  see  the  seals, 
explore  the  nature  trails  at  Danes  Dyke  and 
South  Landing.  Send  for  details  and  Brid- 
lington Colour  Guide  to:  Publicity  Dept.  17, 
The  Spa,  Bridlington,  East  Yorkshire  Y015 
3JH.  A contribution  towards  postage 
appreciated.  (BB65) 


HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

BLAKENEY  — v,e  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  C'.ley  740876.  (BB147) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Tel: 
Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations. 

(BB149) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB236) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB143) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH,  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB187) 

BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Heritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  YO 15  1AT.  ( BB  117) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 


GEORGE  & DRAGON  HOTEL, 
CLEY-NEXT-SEA,  NR.  HOLT, 
NORFOLK  NR25  7RN. 

With  views  overlooking  the  marshes  we  are  in  an 
ideal  situation  and  offer  everything  the  birdwatcher 
requires.  During  our  first  year  we  have  made  many 
changes  and  improved  the  facilities.  We  can  now 
offer  en-suite  bathrooms,  4-poster  Bed,  Video 
equipment  for  lectures,  along  with  attractive  bars. 
Real  Ale,  friendly  company  and  excellent  home- 
cooked  food.  For  further  details: 

Tel:  Cley  (0263)  740  652.  (BB201) 


BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 

SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage  to 
let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  421.  (BB  140) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  v.'alkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private  bath- 
rooms, col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col.  brochure/ 
tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on  selected 
dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  bv 
Garve,  Rosshire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB60) 

ISLES  OF  ISLAY  AND  JURA.  Argyll.  Ideal 
base  for  birdwatching  enthusiasts.  Hotels  & self- 
catering establishments  offer  holiday  packages 
including  car  ferry  tickets.  Illustrated  brochure 
from  Islay  and  Jura  Marketing  Group,  55 
Frederick  Crescent,  Port  Ellen,  Islav  PA42  7BD. 
Tel:  0496  2413.  (BB215) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  or 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes.  SAE  please:  Tourist 
Association,  Boat  ofGarten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 

KEYHAVEN.  NEW  FOREST.  Holiday 
Cottage.  Sleeps  5.  Sea  Views.  Fabulous  Bird- 
watching. (104  varieties  seen)!  Tel:  0727 
37473.  (BB231) 

ISLE  OF  COLL,  ARGYLL.  Ideal  for  walkers, 
naturalists,  bird  watchers.  Secluded  beaches. 
Otters,  seals.  Tighnamara  licensed  Guest  House, 
Isle  of  Coll,  Argyll.  Tel:  08793  354.  (BB66) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 
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ST  KILDA.  Why  not  visit  Britain’  s most  remote 
group  of  islands!  Stay  on  our  luxury  charter  boat 
or  the  main  island  of  Hirta.  All  group  enquiries 
welcome.  Details  and  brochure:  G.  Mitchell,  25 
Glasgow  Street,  Glasgow  G 12  8JW.  (BB 196) 

STRATHBEG  and  the  seabird  colonies  of  the 
Buchan  coast.  Comfortable  B&B/EM.  STB 
approved/listed.  ‘Ivydene’,  Mintlaw  AB4  8EB. 
077123118.  (BB200) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  To  let,  comfortable  holiday 
bungalow  with  storage  heating,  sleeps  6 in  3 
bedrooms,  fully  equipped.  Ideally  situated  for 
bird  watching  (overlooks  new  RSPB  reserve, 
including  main  roost  for  barnacle  geese),  fishing, 
hillwalking,  sandy  beaches  within  easy  reach. 
Apply  to:  Mrs  J.  Archibald,  Craigens,  Gruinart, 
Islay,  Argyll  PA44  7PW.  Tel:  049  685  256. 

(BB202) 

COTTAGE  AND  BUNGALOW  sleeping  4-6. 
Warm  and  comfortable.  Also  2 ground  floor 
private  apartments  at  Inverdruie  House.  Price 
per  week  £100-£240.  Details:  Inverdruie  and 
Glasnacardoch  Properties,  Aviemore  PH22  1QR. 
Tel:  0479  810357.  (BB3) 


POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

TREGARON — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’. 
Tregaron,  Dy fed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB214) 

WEST  WALES  near  Aberaeron.  Award  win- 
ning farm  offers  a haven  of  peace  for  birds  and 
guests  alike.  Gourmet  food.  Licensed.  Mrs 
Goddard,  Bikerehyd  Farm,  Pennant,  Llanon, 
Dvled  SY23  5PB.  Tel:  097  46  365.  (BB142) 

BUNGALOW,  with  all  modern  conveniences  3 
bedrooms,  sleeps  5.  Priv  ate  fishing.  Peaceful  and 
secluded  approx.  800  yds  from  main  Lampeter  to 
Aberystwyth  road,  4 miles  from  largest  nature 
reserve  in  Europe.  Mrs  M.  Cutter.  “Neuaddlas”, 
Tregaron.  Dvfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB225) 


A FLIGHT  OF  FANCY?  No,  the  tranquil 
countryside  and  richly  varied  birdlife  of  South- 
West  Scotland  are  v, 4 thin  easy  reach.  Full  colour 
brochure  and  birdfacts  from:  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Tourist  Board  (B),  Douglas  House, 
Newton  Stewart  DG8  6DQ.  Tel:  0671  2549. 

(BB55) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries.  6 
miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  ( BB882) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest.  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut. 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury 
caravan.  Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site. 

£ 125.00  per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278. 

(BB233) 


WALES 


COMFORTABLE  GUEST  HOUSE  adjacent 
Ynvshir  RSPB  reserve.  5 bedrooms,  h&c.  tea- 
making facilities.  Good  food.  B&B  from  £8.50. 
SAE.  Stone,  Tyglyn,  Eglwysfach,  Machynlleth. 
Vegetarians  welcome.  Tel:  065-474  348.  (BBI88) 


DOLGELLAU.  S/c  flats  5 + 3,  linen  inc. 
Restored  barn  adjoining  owner’s  house.  Very- 
quiet  forest,  fields,  river.  All  year.  No  pets. 
Burgess.  Esgair  Wen.  Llanfachreth.  0341  41229. 

(BB167) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby.  Tel: 
064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite,  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 

TINTERN — excellent  accommodation  and  a 
warm  welcome  at  a small  400  vear  old  guest 
house.  Judith  Russill.  Wye  Barn,  The  Quay, 
Tintern.  nr  Chepstow.  029  18  456.  i BB  1 66) 

ANGLESEHY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
'Highground'  AA/RAC.  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter.  Highground. 
Ravenspoint  Road.  Trearddur  Bav.  Gwvnedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ( BB235) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence.  La 
Heche.  Sark.  Channel  Isles.  ( BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

CAMARGUE.  To  let  village  house  v,  . gdn.  Also 
farm  cottage.  Rogers.  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le 
Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  010  33  90  98  90  41. 

(BB172) 
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OVERSEAS 

VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  plan- 
ning to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get 
where  the  birds  are!  Join  us  on  a days  cruise  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now!  Full 
details  Osvris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  110, 
Gibraltar  (tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400  +.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R1H2  Canada.  (BB237) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  wildlife  holiday 
for  all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  mag- 
nificent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies, 
migrant  birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating 
island  life.  For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Liz 
Riddiford  (C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair 
Isle,  Shetland,  or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB927) 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to 
October.  Details  from  the  Secretary,  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Tel:  0624  75522. 

(BB100) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flovrers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordv.'est, 
Dvfed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB  1 14) 

ECOLIDAYS  LTD.  Excitingly  different 
birdwatching/natural  history  programme  for 
1987.  Tunisia/Lake  Ichkeul,  Spain.  Papua  New 
Guinea.  Special  Teenage  Holidays.  Contact  us 
at:  26  Canal  Wharfe,  Leeds  LS11  5PS.  Tel: 
(0532)  717423  (24  hours).  (BB198) 


WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 


KENYA  1987/88 

Unbeatable  value  in  high  quality  accom- 
modation; expert  leaders;  leisurely  pace.  1 7 
days  from  £ 1 ,380;  24  days  from  £ 1 ,595. 
Brochure:  Papyrus  Tours,  4 Hov.'den 
Close,  Doncaster  I)N4  7JW 
Tel:  0302  530778  ' (BB177) 

KENYA  Birdwatching  and  Wildlife  Safaris.  18 
December  exploring  Masai  Mara.  Mount  Elgon, 
Lakes  Baringo  and  Naivasha.  1 January  visiting 
Tsavo  East  and  West,  Amboseli,  Indian  Ocean 
and  Lake  J ipe,  2-v.'eeks.  All  inch  £985. 
ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The  Square,  Rams- 
bury,  Wilts.  0672  20569.  (BB195) 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

escorted  birdwatching  holidays  throughout 
the  world. 

Remaining  1987  tours  include: 

KENYA  22  Sept-8  Oct 
DARJEELING  & ASSAM  9 Nov-27  Nov 
ETHIOPIA  13  Nov-29  Nov 
GAMBIA  18  Nov-2  Dec 

For  further  details  write  to:  96  Fore  Street, 
Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  1 PY  or  g 
Telephone:  0548  61 78. 
Recommended  by  British  Birds.  S 


BIRD  REPORTS 

ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1986— £2.30  in- 
cluding P&P.  From  M.  F.  C.uthbert,  Vishabreck, 
Evie,  Orkney  KW 17  2PF.  (BB194) 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  1985 

Special  issue  on  50  years  of  London 
Birdwatching.  Produced  by  the  London 
Natural  History  Society.  Report  £3.50  post 
paid  from  Mrs.  A.  B.  Short,  Upper  Flat,  65 
Arthur  Road,  Wimbledon  SW19  7DN. 

(BB219) 


NEW  ACCESS  GUIDE  “Bird  Sites  in  Nor- 
thumbria” £1.80p  inc.  p&p  from  M.  Cadwal- 
lender,  32  Manners  Gardens,  Seaton  Delaval, 
Northumberland.  (BB220) 

CUMBRIA  BIRD  REPORT  1986— £2.30  in- 
cluding p&p.  From  Malcolm  Hutcheson, 
Garden  Cottage,  Sizergh  Castle,  Kendal  I.A8 
8AE.  (BB238) 


FOR  SALE 


CARANEX — the  unique  British  tent  annex  that 
opens  out  hatchback,  estate  or  saloon  in  minutes 
— from  Metro  to  Mercedes.  Ideal  birdwatchers’ 
overnight  stops,  touring  or  just  shelter.  Light 
(11  lb),  robust,  simple  (3  poles),  roomy  (6' 
headroom,  7'  X 5'  sewn-in  floor).  A superb 
money-saving  gift.  £ 1 46-£  176  deld.  Full  details: 
Tim  Goodwin,  Caranex,  Dept  BB,  Cuan  Ferry 
Seil,  by  Oban,  Argyll  PA34  4RB.  Tel:  08523  258 
(24  hr  service).  (BB87) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six 

volumes.  Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lev, 'is.  Rosehill  House,  Lvonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB230) 


SPECIALISED  BIRD  BOXES, 
PLATFORMS,  CHIMNEYS,  ETC. 

also  bird  tables  and  hides.  For  further 
information  send  SAE  to  David  Otter, 
Scotter  Lane,  Hayton,  Retford, 
Notts  DN22  9LF.  Tel:  (0777)  707693 

(BB  151) 
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HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152.95 

TS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A £43  70 

40  x £37  37 

TSN1 £240.35 

TSN2 £227.70 

20  x W/l £7015 

40  x W/A £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30  x 75 £280.00 

30  x 80 £312.00 


SPACEMASTER 
20-45  x 


..£189.00 


PRISMA  HIGH  RESOLUTION 
20x60 £205.00 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  x 40  BGA £175  00 

8 x 40  BGA £170  00 

8 x 30  BGA £160  00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10  x 40  BGA  T £447  00 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HRS  £176  23 

BRESSER  G.A 

8x32 £184.00 

7x42 £185  00 

10x42 £186  00 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B £87  00 

8 x 40B £90  99 

10  x 40B £92.60 

10  x SOB  £98  75 


102d  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  HERTS  i Telephone  (0727)59392 


(BB232) 


FOR  SALE 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study.  County  Reports  etc.) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB  156) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS.  British 
Birds  1948-1964  (except  7 issues  missing).  Also 
Condor  1965-1973  and  Wilson  Bulletin  1965- 
1976  complete.  Tel:  Gloucester  610005.  (BB239) 

FOCALPOINT  deal  with  birdwatchers  who 
understand  your  requirements.  All  the  leading 
instruments  from  stock — at  discount  prices.  We 
are  Nikon  and  Kowa  specialists!  Tony  and  Enid 
Murphy,  Focalpoint,  14Cogshall  Lane,  C.omber- 
bach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS.  Tel:  0606 
891  098.  (BB778) 

B.W.P.  Vols  1-4.  £160  o.n.o.  inc.  del.  Eng.  & 
Wales.  Tel:  0604  831670.  (BB224) 

ZEISS  15  X 60  binoculars  unused.  £450  o.n.o. 
Bereavement  forces  sale.  0702  545631 . ( BB227) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  from 
Kay  Optical  Servicing.  Service  to  the  naturalist 
for  over  24  years.  Repairs  to  all  types  of  instru- 
ments carried  out  on  the  premises.  Estimates 
free.  Callers  welcome.  89B  London  Roadt, 
Mordern,  Surrey.  Telephone:  01-648  8822  (24 
hour).  fThe  A24.  We  are  opposite  the  Midland 
Bank.  (BB776) 


WANTED 


WANTED.  British  Birds  magazines, June  1950, 
November  1953.  For  sale.  February  1946,  July 
1949,  August  1951.  £2  each  or  exchange  for  the 
two  above.  J.  Stafford,  9 Mill  Hill,  Shorehant. 
Sussex.  (0273)  452545.  ( BB  1 7 1 ) 

WANTED!  Information  on  the  whereabouts  of 
Gary  Hawkins,  son  of  R.M.H..  grandson  of 
A.R.H.,  last  seen  testing  the  new  A.  R.  Hawkins  3 
in  1 Hide  Clamp  at  Cley,  rumoured  to  be  held 
hostage  by  a gang  of  rebel  twitchers  who  will 
swop  him  for  a supplv  of  the  unique  New  Hawk 
Hide  Clamp.  If  you  contact  them,  tell  them  to 
keep  him — we’d  rather  have  our  Hide  Clamps. 
A.  R.  Hawkins  (N’pton)  Ltd.,  see  our  advert  on 
pagexiv.  (BB228) 


BOOKS 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver.  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells. 
Norfolk.  (BB86) 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London ’s  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Harrison:  Seabirds  ofThe  World.  A Photographic 
Guide.  PB  £ 15.95.  Praa.  Bruner  & Berrett:  A Field 
Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  The  Tropical 
Pacific.  HB  £33.50.  PB  £13.50.  Freethy:  Auks.  An 
Ornithologist's  Guide.  £14.95.Johnsgard:  Diving 
Birds  of  North  America.  £42.75.  Lamboume:  John 
Gould — Birdman.  £8.95.  Strange:  The  Falkland 
Islands  and  their  Natural  History  . £12.95 
Ornithology  Catalogue  1987/88  now  out. 

ICBP.  BTO.  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 
Superb  stock  av  ailable  for  browsing. 

2.  3,  4 Sc  Sackville  St,  London  W IX  2DP. 

01-734  1 150.  Just  oITPircadillv.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

(BB217) 


British  Birds 


The  established  quality- 
magazine  with  a proven 
committed  readership 

British  Birds  for  the  serious  birdwatcher 

FOR  ADVERTISING  RATES  AND  DETAILS 
PHONE  SANDRA  BARNES 

0621  815085 
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‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Brian!  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ONJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB153) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB208) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB1 13) 


ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let*s 

look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3 
Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB121) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  slock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

fhe  Bird  Bookshop.  SOC.  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH 7 5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB190) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 

Cambridge  CB2  6SZ  (BB226) 


‘The  “British  Birds”  List 
of  Birds  of  the  Western 
Palearctic’ 

This  completely  revised, 
authoritative  list  of  West 
Palearctic  birds  is  still 
available  for  sale  through 
British  BirdShop.  It  is  in  a 
British  Birds- style  format, 
with  15  columns  for  use 
during  field  trips  and  so 
on.  The  standard  price  is 
£1.85,  but  anyone  using 
the  British  BirdShop  order 
form  to  purchase  another 
book  (or  bird-sound  re- 
cordings) at  the  same  time 
can  obtain  a copy  of  this 
list  for  the  reduced  price  of 
£1.00. 

£1.85  post  free 


(BB416) 
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OPTOLYTH 


TBS  80 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


(D182) 
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30 1 Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  Dr  R.J.  Chandler,  Eric  Hosking, 

Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Don  Smith 

307  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

308  Clutch  size,  nestling  aggression  and  breeding  success  of  the 
Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  Bemd-Ulrich  Meyburg 

32 1 European  news 

Notes 

330  Eider  with  Arctic  Tern  chick  in  bill  Peter  J.Ewins 

33 1 Ringed  Plovers  ‘playing  skittles’  with  Little  Stints  Norman  Iungius 

33 1 Unusual  feeding  technique  of  Spotted  Sandpiper  P.  G.  Akers  and  D.J.  Chown 

Letter 

332  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  Skylarks  in  winter  Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

333  Recent  prosecutions  Peter  Robinson 

Announcements 

335  The  ‘BB’  trip  to  Thailand,  1987 

336  ‘BB’ trip  to  Thailand  1988 

337  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 
337  Back  issues 

Reviews 

337  ‘Birds  for  all  Seasons’  by  Jeffery  Boswall  Keith  Allsopp 

337  ‘Drawing  Birds:  an  RSPB  guide’  by  John  Busby  Ian  Lewington 

338  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

342  Monthly  marathon 

344  Monthly  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

Line-drawings:  308  Spanish  Imperial  Eagle  ( Friedrich  Weich) ; 339  & 340  Red  Grouse  and 
Gannet  ( ‘Perry  Grin’);  344  Ring-necked  Duck  and  Goldeneyes  ( D . Numey) ; 346  Mediterranean 
Gull  ( D . Numey) 

Front  cover:  Ringed  Plovers  (Keith  Shackleton):  the  original  drawing  of  this 
month’s  cover  design,  measuring  20.0  X 22.6  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal 
auction  (see  page  22  in  the  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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British  Birds  publishes  material  dealing  with  original  observations  on  the  birds  of  the  west  Palearctic  Kxcept  lor 
records  ol  rarities,  papers  and  notes  are  normally  accepted  only  on  condition  that  material  is  not  being  offered  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  any  other  journal.  Photographs  and  sketches  are  welcomed.  All  contributions  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Managing  Editor 

Papers  should  be  t\  pewritten  w ith  double  spacing,  and  w ide  margins,  and  on  one  side  ol  the  sheet  onl\  Authors 
should  carefully  consult  this  issue  for  style  ol  presentation,  especially  ol  references  and  tables.  Lnglish  and  scientific 
names  and  sequences  of  birds  follow  The ‘British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  ( 1984):  names  of 
plants  follow  Dony  el  a/.  (1980.  English  Names  of  Wild  Flowers);  names  of  mammals  follow  Corbet  & Southern 
(1977.  The  Handbook  of  British  Mammals).  Topographical  (plumage  and  structure)  and  ageing  terminology 
should  follow  editorial  recommendations  (/hit.  Birds  74:  239-242;  78:  119-427).  Figures  should  by  in  Indian  ink  on 
good  quality  tracing  paper,  drawing  paper,  non-absorbent  board  or  light  blue  or  very  pale  grev  graph  paper; 
lettering  should  be  inserted  lighth  in  pencil;  captions  should  be  t\  ped  on  a separate  sheet. 

Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or  letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  of  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more 
authors). 


Printed  in  England  by  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd,  Kempston.  Bedford 


I BRITISH  MIISEUI* 

(NATURAL  HISTJU>T) 


in  focus 

Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat 
(24  hour  answer-phone) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  REPAIRE 

D) 

»-p  a J 

^ 1 

■DONTH 

204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 

E PREMISES 

THREE  GOOD  REASONS  TO  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ  BINOCULAR 

ONE  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ 
FROM  US  DURING  JULY  OR 
AUGUST  AND  WE  WILL  GIVE 
YOU  A £20.00  BARBOUR 
VOUCHER  TO  BE  USED  AT  ANY 
TIME  DURING  1987. 

(BB  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER) 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 176.00 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 19100 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA  215.00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA  355.00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA  415.00 

Dialyt  10x40  BT  Phone 

Dialyt  10x40  BGAT  Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT  496.00 

1 5 x 60  Porro  T 729.00 

Rainguard  5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set)  10  00 

Lanyard  4.00 

All  West  Zeiss  supplied  with  Case  and 
Lanyard,  except  15x60. 

LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC  225.00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA  235  OQ 

Trinovid  10  x 25  BC  235.00 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA  245.00 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA  469,00 

Trinovid  8x40  BA  469.00 

Trinovid  10x40  BA  469,00 

Trinovid  10x40  BA  499.00 

Case  for  Mini  12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40  29.95 

Hard  case  for  10x40  36.95 

Eye  cups  (set)  12.00 

Rainguards  8.00 

Lanyards  7.50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8x30  BGA  170.00 

Alpin  8x40  BGA  180  00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA  185.00 

Alpin  7x42  BGA  187.00 

Alpin  10x50  BGA  205.00 

Optolyth  22  x 60  BGA  195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA  290.00 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA  322.00 

Optolyth  TB80  BGA  287.00 

Optolyth  TBS80  BGA  297.00 

20  x WA  88.00 

20  x 54.00 

30  x 56  00 

40  x 57.00 

Case  for  Optolyth  Telescopes  35.00 
except  22x60  15  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30  44.95 

Deltrintem  8 x 30  54  95 

Dekarem  10x  50  88.95 


NIKON 

7 x 20  B 
9x25  B 


74.95 

79.95 


TWO  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ 
FROM  US  AND  YOU  WILL  BE 
ENTERED  INTO  OUR  FREE 
DRAW.  THE  LUCKY  WINNER 
BEING  PRESENTED  WITH  FREE 
OF  CHARGE  THE  SUPERB 
NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 


8 x 23  B 99.00 

10  x 25  B 119  00 

Action  8x35  135.00 

Action  10x50  165.00 

8 x 30  ZCF  189  00 

10  x 35  ZCF  209.00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  269  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  Ed  489.00 

Photo  Kit  157.00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x, 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each  58.00 

Filter  Ring  14.25 

Rubber  Hood  10.25 

Eye  Piece  Case  6.95 

KOWA 

TS-2  133.00 

TS-1  155.00 

20xWA  41.00 

27  x WA  41.00 

TSN-1  235.00 

TSN-2  22500 

TSN-3  Fluorite  435.00 

TSN-4  Fluorite  425.00 

20xWA  69.00 

25  x 45.00 

40  x 45.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom  99.00 

Case  for  TSN  19.50 

Photo  Kit  69.00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster  129.00 

15  x-45  x 50.00 

20  x 60  x 50.00 

22  x WA  29.00 

Case  15.00 

ADLERBLICK 

8 x 32  B 119  00 

7 x 42  B 99  00 

8 x 42  B 117.00 

10  x 42  B 123.00 

10x50  8 137.00 

Also  a v.  in  Rubber  Finish 
Adlerscope  80 

25  x 80  349.00 

40  x 69.95 

20  x-60  x zoom  86  95 

Photo  Kit  23.95 

We  also  stock  Opthron,  Mirador, 
Habicht.  Swift,  Minolta,  etc 

SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle  37.95 

Slik  88  65.95 

Slik  Master  D2  69.95 

Slik  Black  Diamond  75  95 

SL67  104.95 


THREE  FOR  A LIMITED  PERIOD 
WE  CAN  OFFER  INTEREST  FREE 
CREDIT  ON  ZEISS  OR  LEITZ. 
SIMPLY  SELECT  THE  MODEL 
OF  YOUR  CHOICE,  PAY  ONE 
THIRD  OF  THE  PURCHASE 
PRICE  WITH  BALANCE  IN  TWO 
EQUAL  PAYMENTS  BY  POST 
DATED  CHEQUE  ONE  MONTH 
APART 

PHONE,  WRITE  OR  VISIT  FOR  A 
QUOTE! 

ACCESSORIES 

Hide  Mount  28.00 

Car  Window  Mt  20.00 

Universal  Mt  20  00 

Rainguards  from  2.50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for  the 
Worst  British  Weather 
Durham  Jkt  49  95 

Bedale  Jkt  58.75 

Gamefair  Jkt  66.95 

Beaufort  Jkt  75.95 

Border  jkt  77.95 

Northumbria  Jkt  83.95 

Warm  Linnings  16.95 

Hoods  895 

Please  state  size  with  order.  Colour 
Barbour  Catalogue  on  request. 

Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour. 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment. 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz,  Kowa  with 
Optolyth.  Mirador  with  Bushnell.  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who’s  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs. 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor. 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p.&p. 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance. 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 

(D206) 


MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 


AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945.  (D204) 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Widerange- 

BINOCULARS- TELESCOPES  Top  Quality-  | 

Discount  prices 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mPail%5der  free  e&oe  __ 

Church  Lane,  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS  E 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  B Dialyt  200 

9 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt  370 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901)  429 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt  (close  focus) 410 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt  422 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt  503 

15  x 60  GAT  Porro  645 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro  509 

LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid  225 

8 x 20  BCA  Trinovid  249 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid  249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid  257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid  424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid  469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  15 

BA  soft  case  36 

SWAROVSKI 

10  x 40  WM  'Diana'  289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism  351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin  170 

8 x 40  Alpin  180 

10x40  Alpin  185 

10x50  Alpin  205 

12x50  Alpin  210 


OPTICRON  E 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10x42  High  Resolution  114 

10x50  High  Resolution  122 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

8-16x40  Zoom  393 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  10x40  or  8x40 
(rubber  covered)  111 

8x21  55 

10x25  58 

JASON 

Discovery  sound  amplifier  and 
earphones  (fits  binocular  tripod 
bush)  4995 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  99 

Slik  Gazelle  tripod  38 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  38 

Window  mount  24 


CLOTHING(waxed  cotton) 

10%  off  Barbour  and  Beaver 
jackets,  during  the  Summer. 


TELESCOPES  E 

Optolyth  30  x 75  290 

Optolyth  30x80  322 

Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  TB80/450  body  297 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Optolyth  15-40  x 60  235 

Optolyth  22  x 60  195 

Optolyth  22  x 70  250 

Kowa  TSN-1  body  240 

Kowa  TSN-2  body  225 

Kowa  TSN-3  body  449 

Kowa  TSN-4  body  439 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

Kowa  TS-1  body  150 

Kowa  TS-2  body  130 

Kowa  eyepieces  (TS)  from  30 
TS-6  20-60x60  213 

Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50  92 

Opticron  HR  zoom  179 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  195 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  210 

Opticron  30  x 75  Classic  115 

Piccolo  (e.g.  40  x 60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60  x 60  145 

Spacemaster  zoom  189 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  159 

Nikon  20  x 60  ED  489 

Adlerscope  25  x 80  — straight  or 
45°  399 

(other  eyepieces  avail.) 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  (while  stocks  last): 


KOWA  TS-2  telescope  with  20x 
or  27x  eyepiece  and  Slik  D2  tripod 
(Or,  add  £20  for  TS-1.)  £230 


KOWA  TS9R  20  x 50  or  Mirador 
25  x 60  telescope  with  Gazelle 
tripod  and  nylon  case  £129 


SWIFT  20  x 80  BWCF  Observation 
binoculars  with  tripod  fitting. 

£365 


SPACEMASTER  telescope  with 
zoom  eyepiece,  Slik  D2  tripod 
and  nylon  case.  £245 


KOWA  TSN-2  telescope  with 
20-60x  eyepiece  and  Slik  D2  tripod, 
(or,  add  £12  for  TSN-1)  £375 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 


Mon,  Tues, 
Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

‘The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D207) 


in 


"I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.  ” 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

IV Ml  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


New  members  who  enrol  during  October- 
Deeember  in  any  year  receive  I rusl 
public  ations  and  priv  ileges  lot  fifteen  months 
before  their  second  subscription  falls  due. 

THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNI- 
THOLOGY is  an  organisation  w hich  binds 
together  thousands  of  amateur  bird  watchers 
spread  throughout  Britain  and  a small  stall  ol 
professional  biologists  at  Tring.  Together 
they  find  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  tackling 
projects  that  provide  facts  on  which 
conservation  can  be  based. 

All  is  more  fully  set  out  in  our  brochure 
Please  send  lor  a copy  to: 

The  British  Trust  for  Ornithology, 
Dept.  BB,  Beech  Grove, 

Station  Road,  Tring, 
Hertfordshire  HE 23  5NR. 

(D238) 


BOKMAKIERIE 

the  popular  ornithological 
magazine  of  Southern  Africa 

Subscriptions  for 
Institutional  Membership 
£15.00  US$35.00 
Individual  Membership 
£12.00  US$25.00 
which  constitutes 
membership  of  the 
SOUTHERN  AFRICAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
and  you  will  also  receive  its 
scientific  journal 

THE  OSTRICH 
Write  to  P.O.  Box  87234, 
Houghton,  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  2041 

(D665) 


IV 


FOCALPOINT 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision 
instruments  With  contrast, 
resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate 
resistance  which  are  unsurpassed. 
And  all  within  a compact  lightweight 
design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of 
Focalpoint — and  many  thousands  of 
discerning  birders  throughout  the 
world.  £ 

10  x 40  BAN  499 

8 x 40  BA  469 

7 x 42  BA  469 

8 x 32  BA  429 

10  x 25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  30 

Case  (Mi natures)  13 


BIRDGUIDES  (N.W.) 

The  Gambia 
1 week  introduction  to 
Tropical  Birding — 
January  1988. 


Venezuela 

2 weeks  some  of  the 
best  of  South  American 
Birding — March  1988. 


Prices  and  full  details 
available  soon. 


NEW— FROM  NIKON 

8-16x40  zoom  binocular 
The  first  top  quality 
zoom  binocular. 
Worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  £395 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°) 

TSN-2  (straight) 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite) 

TS1  (45°) 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact) 

TS7  (45°) 

TS9  (20x50) 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  & 
cases  from  stock, 


£ 

235 

225 

449 

439 

155 

132 

153 

99 

79 


Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for 
the  new  TSN-3/4  models  You  need 
only  exchange  the  body,  all 
eyepieces,  cases,  etc , are 
interchangeable. 


Special  Bulk  Purchase 
of  Quality  Binoculars. 

KOWA  10x50 

Superb  water  resistant 
heavy  duty  field 
binocular  of  outstanding 
optical  performance. 

just  £149 

many  other  sizes  inc. 
10x40,  8x63,  9x63 
also  available. 


All  Kowa  products  supplied  by 
FOCALPOINT  are  imported  and 
guaranteed  by  Arthur  E.  S Matthews 
Ltd,  Epworth  House,  25-35  City 
Road,  London  EC1Y  1AR  07373 
50670.  (Trade  enquiries  only) 


our  requirements 

TOP  TELESCOPES 

£ 

Nikon  Fieldscope  E D 

489 

Nikon  Fieldscope 

269 

Adlerblick  25  x 80  (45°) 

399 

Adlerblick  25  x 80  (str.) 

399 

B & L Criterion  (Mirror) 

389 

B & L Discoverer 

199 

Habicht  23  x 70 

195 

Bushnell  S/Master  zm 

179 

Spacemaster  22  x WA 

159 

OPTOLYTH 

TB80  (45°) 

297 

TB80  (straight) 

287 

30x80 

322 

30x75 

290 

22x70 

250 

22x60 

195 

OPTICRON 

' 28-62x80 

238 

H R 20-60  zoom 

179 

HR.  zoom  (R  A ) 

200 

H R.  (45°  zoom) 

195 

Piccolo  15-60  zoom 

145 

Piccolo  20  x 60 

118 

Classic  30  x 75 

105 

Classic  25  x 60  (45°) 

113 

Classic  25  x 60 

94 

Complete  range  of  eyepieces,  photo 

adaptors  and  cases  for  the  above 

models 

KOWA  20  x 50 

Scope  with  Tripod 

KOWA  quality  at 

just  £69.95 

Many  interesting  secondhand 

items  ask! 

PHOTO  BARGINS 

Nikon  FE2  Body  plus  Tokina  28-85 

zoom  mint  as  new 

£275 

Olympus  1000  mm 

£695 

MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D 1 92) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9.30-5  30 
MON  -SAT. 


TURACO  bird  tours 

Announce 

these  two  special  birding  holidays  for 
Autumn  1987 


ETHIOPIA  30th  October- 15th  November  £1,090 

THE  GAMBIA  25th  November-9th  December  £960 
Write  now  for  itinery  and  booking  forms  to  TURACO,  344-6 
Uxbridge  Road,  Hatch  End,  Middlesex  HA5  4HR,  or  phone. 
Richard  Millington  on  0485  210349  for  further  details. 

Planned  trips  for  ’88  include  spectacular  round-the-world  tour 
visiting  Hong  Kong,  Australia,  Fiji  and  The  Rockies,  departing 
late  April  and  these  other  destinations:  Costa  Rica,  Malaysia,  Texas 
& Arizona,  British  Columbia,  Majorca,  Kenya,  Yugoslavia, 
Gambia,  Ethiopia,  Australia,  Florida  and  Northern  India. 


TURACO  Birdwatching  Tours,  in  associa- 
tion with  Pad  wicks  Travel,  are  small  group 
holidays  accompanied  by  professional  guides 
with  a specialist  knowledge  of  the  countries  to 
be  visited. 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  £E££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


'PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


ZEISS  WEST 

lOx  40  BGA  T Dialyt 
S'Focus  £423.00 

lOx  40  B Dialyt  S'Focus  £423.00 
8x  30  BGA  T £360.00 
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British  Birds 

VOLUME  80  NUMBERS  AUGUST  1987 


Sponsors  of  Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year' 

‘Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year’  and  ‘The 
Richard  Richardson 
Award’ 


With  the  highest  number  of  entries  ever,  at  86,  the  compe- 
tition for  these  awards  is  getting  fiercer  and  the  standards  even 
higher.  We  were  delighted  to  find  a real  increase  at  last  in  the  number  of 
entries  for  the  Richard  Richardson  Award  for  artists  up  to  the  age  of  21. 
There  were  22,  including  several  from  YOC  members,  the  youngest  being 
ten  years  old. 

The  winners  were  as  follows: 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year,  1987 
1st  David  Quinn  (Cheshire) 

2nd  Andrew  Stock  (Dorset) 

3rd  Guy  Troughton  (London) 


The  Richard  Richardson  Award 
1st  Andy  Birch  (Hampshire) 

Our  short-list  for  the  main  award  contained  2 1 names,  reflecting  the  very 
high  standard  of  this  year’s  drawings.  Leaving  out  the  eventual  winners,  it 
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352  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year' 

reads:  Nik  Borrow,  Barry  Croucher,  David  Daly,  John  Davis,  K.  H.  E. 
Franklin,  Rob  Hume,  Andrew  Hutchinson,  J.  S.  Lyes,  Capt.  Digby  Munns, 
Dave  Nurney,  Nicholas  Pike,  Dan  Powell,  Darren  Rees,  Jaoqufn  Lopez 
Rojas,  Brian  Small,  Julian  Smith,  Philip  Snow  and  Gordon  Trunkfield.  We 
felt  that  the  work  of  Barry  Croucher  merited  his  being  put  in  unofficial 
fourth  place. 

Many  on  this  list  would  have  been  awarded  high  placings  in  previous 
years,  and  the  sheer  number  of  artists  at  the  top  is  a measure  of  the  high 
standard  of  bird  illustration  today.  Only  six  names  in  the  short-list  have 
been  placed  in  previous  years,  and  none  as  an  outright  winner.  This  year, 
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House  Sparrov.  s Passer  domesticus  (Andrew  Stock) 


all  awards  go  to  ‘new’  names,  and  we  agonised  at  length  over  the  eventual 
order. 

1 1 is  worth  recalling  the  basic  purpose  behind  the  competition  and  what  it 
is  we  are  looking  for  in  each  set  of  drawings.  The  instructions  simply  ask  for 
‘four  line-drawings  suitable  for  reproduction  in  British  Birds'  Precise  sizes 
are  given,  and  entries  are  judged  as  a set.  Whilst  they  must  be 
ornithologically  accurate,  there  is  complete  freedom  as  to  the  style  of 
drawing.  They  have  to  be  technically  right,  in  a medium  and  manner 
suitable  for  reduction  and  reproduction.  We  also  look  for  artistic  merit  and 
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One  drawing  which  does  not  meet  the  requirements  may  cancel  out  an 
otherwise  excellent  set.  For  instance,  Andrew  Hutchinson’s  fine  set  was  let 
down  by  one  drawing,  which  could  have  been  reproduced  adequately  only 
by  half-tone.  In  making  the  final  decisions,  we  are  severely  critical  of  the 
minutiae  of  ornithological  accuracy.  The  bill  of  David  Quinn’s  Black- 
throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  was  a touch  heavy;  the  bills  of  Andrew  Stock’s 
YVigeons  Anas  penelope  were  not  drawn  perfectly  correctly  in  relation  to  the 
eyes;  Quinn’s  Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima  had  rather  large  feet;  and 
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Guy  1 roughton’s  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  had  rubbery  legs.  And  so 
it  went  on,  but  in  the  end  we  were  greatly  impressed  by  David  Quinn’s 
masterly  handling  of  the  technique  of  scraperboard.  His  drawings  would 
reduce  and  reproduce  well;  the  marks  of  his  scraper  had  been  made  with 
care  to  interpret  the  textures  of  stone  and  feather,  barnacle  and  heather. 

Andrew  Stock  (winner  of  the  Richard  Richardson  Award  in  1980)  had 
also  made  fine  use  of  the  medium,  but  his  work  was  rather  more  laboured, 
and  the  tones  in  his  two  large  drawings  were  somewhat  flat.  The  two  artist 
judges  itched  to  slosh  some  black  shadows  around  the  beautifully  drawn 
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Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus  ( Andy  Birch) 


fighting  House  Sparrows  Passer  domesticus , to  lift  them  from  the  large  grey 
area  of  tile.  Guy  Troughton’s  quartet  contained  a finely  vignetted  Fieldfare 
Turdus  pilaris  and  a delightfully  domestic  study  of  House  Sparrows  by  their 
nest  site,  which  will  grace  a future  cover.  Barry  Croucher  pleased  us  by 
making  the  perch  for  his  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra  so  much  more 
interesting  than  many  another  we  had  to  look  at.  He  had  drawn  the  pattern 
created  by  bark-beetles  and  their  larvae  burrowing  below  the  bark, 
something  which  could  hardly  be  made  up,  but  must  have  been  taken  direct 
from  nature. 

Most  of  the  covers  of  BB  for  the  next  twelve  months  will  be  selected  from 
the  334  drawings  submitted  for  this  year’s  competition,  and  we  would  draw 
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attention  to  Nicholas  Pike’s  Sand  Martins  Riparia  riparia,  John  Hollyer’s 
flying  Bittern  Botaurus  s tel  laris,  John  Davis’s  Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus  and 
Gordon  Trunkfield’s  tiny  Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros,  perched  high 
amidst  the  old  and  modern  architecture  of  London. 

It  was  a great  pleasure  to  look  through  the  work  sent  in  by  some  very 
young  artists  for  the  Richard  Richardson  Award,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
many  will  feature  in  future  competitions.  The  w 'inner,  Andy  Birch,  is  16 
years  old,  but  shows  a considerable  maturity  in  his  handling  of  pen-and- 
ink.  His  drawings  of  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra  and  Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza 
cirlus  have  caught  the  character  of  the  birds  and  are  well  composed  within 

Winner  of  the  PJC  Award:  Little  Crake  Porzana  parva  (/.  S.  Lyes) 
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the  available  space.  With  so  many  more  entering  for  the  Richard  Richard- 
son Award,  we  had  a short-list  for  the  first  time.  The  runners-up  were:  2nd 
Stephen  Message,  3rd  Derek  Robertson,  4th  Paul  Salaman  and  5th  Barry 
Ryan. 

I’his  is  the  first  year  in  which  the  PJC  Award  is  being  made.  Established 
by  David  Cook  in  memory  of  his  wife  Pauline,  it  is  for  a single  work  of 
individual  merit.  The  judges  have  complete  freedom  to  pick  any  drawing 
and,  aware  of  David’s  concern  that  this  award  be  seen  as  an  added  en- 
couragement to  artists,  we  did  not  consider  works  by  the  other  prize- 
winners. It  was  not  easy  to  choose,  but  we  feel  that  the  winning  drawing  by 
J.  S.  Lyes  of  a Little  Crake  Porzatia  parva  is  outstanding  both  for  its 
atmosphere  and  technical  expertise  as  a piece  of  work  in  scraperboard.  We 
selected  four  other  drawings  for  consideration  for  this  award.  Andrew 
Hutchinson’s  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus , perched  against  a beautifully 
drawn  rock-face,  was  our  second  choice.  In  total  contrast  was  a small, 
delicately  simple  design  by  M.  N.  Hulme  of  two  Mute  Swans  Cygnus  olor.  A 
further  contrast  was  the  large,  bold  drawing  of  a Long-eared  Owl  by  John 
Davis,  a cunning  mixture  of  mechanical  tints  and  pen-and-ink.  The  fifth 
drawing  to  impress  was  of  a Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  by  Martin 
Hallam,  the  bird  pale  against  a background  of  dead  beech  leaves  w ith 
shoots  of  yellovc  bird's-nest  Monotropa  hypopitys  emerging  through  them  in 
one  corner.  These  drawings,  reproduced  here,  are  typical  of  the  w ide  range 
of  styles  and  approach  which  were  submitted  this  year,  each  in  its  own  way- 
meeting  the  criteria  set  out  earlier. 
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Peregrine  Fa/co  peregrinus  ( Andrew  W.  Hutchinson) 


Despite  the  time  it  took  to  judge  this  year’s  competition,  it  was  an 
exhilarating  experience.  There  was  so  much  good  work  to  look  at;  so  many 
artists  deserving  commendation  for  at  least  one  of  their  drawings.  Although 
there  were  still  examples  of  basic  faults  of  scale,  poorly  drawn  feet  or 
ill-fitting  mandibles,  these  did  not  seem  so  numerous  as  in  past  years.  There 
was  a glorious  variety  of  species,  from  House  Sparrows  to  birds  which  even 
J I RS  had  to  check  to  ensure  that  they  had  occurred  in  the  West  Palearctic. 
Owls  were  the  most  popular,  with  19  drawings.  Purple  Sandpiper  and 
Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula  had  six  apiece. 
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There  were,  perhaps  surprisingly,  lev*'  illustrations  of  birds  doing  any- 
thing more  exciting  than  perching,  flying  or  feeding.  We  noted  And  rev/ 
Stock’s  fighting  cock  House  Sparrows  as  being  an  exception.  This  is  an 
aspect  of  bird  illustration  that  might  repay  more  thought  by  entrants:  at 
least  one  ol  the  four  drawings  could  perhaps  illustrate  some  specific  activity 
noted  in  the  field. 

All  the  entries  by  the  winners,  and  selected  drawings  by  63  others,  will  be 
exhibited  throughout  the  24th  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Wildlife 
Artists  at  the  Mall  Galleries,  The  Mall,  London  SW1,  during  31st  July  to 
9th  August  1987. 

W e are  very  grateful  to  the  Natural  History  Book  Service  for  sponsoring 
'Bird  I llustrator  of  the  Year’  fora  second  year. 

Rober  t Gii.i.mor,  Keith  Shackleton  and  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


Territorial  behaviour  of  Golden 
Eagles  in  Western  Norway 


Gunnar  Bergo 

Like  many  raptors,  the  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  has  a regularly 
spaced  population  in  traditional  nesting  areas  (e.g.  Dixon 
1937;  Brown  1976b;  Gjershaug  1981;  Tjernberg  1983;  Bergo  1984a).  For 
many  species,  this  accords  well  with  the  idea  that  breeding  density  is 
limited  bv  territorial  behaviour  (Newton  1979);  territoriality  is  a means  of 
maintaining  exclusive  use  of  resources  in  a limited  area,  and  implies  the 
defence  of  this  area  by  its  owner.  A study  in  Idaho.  USA,  described  the 
Golden  Eagle  as  territorial  (US  Dept  of  the  Interior  1979),  but  Brown 
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( 1976b)  considered  that  this  species  lacked  obvious  territorial  defence  and 
he  preferred  to  use  the  term  ‘home  range’  instead  of ‘territory’,  home  range 
being  the  whole  area  used,  but  not  necessarily  defended,  by  the  birds. 

Golden  Eagles  are  sparsely  distributed,  but  regularly  spaced  within 
suitable  habitats  in  the  mountains  of  Scandinavia  (Gjershaug  1981; 
F remitting  1982;  Tjernberg  1983;  Bergo  1984b).  The  aim  of  the  present 
study  was  to  describe  and  quantify  Golden  Eagle  behaviour  in  nesting  areas 
in  an  attempt  to  understand  how  regular  nest-spacing  is  maintained. 

Study  area 

The  study  was  carried  out  in  Hordaland  (14,960km2),  Western  Norway 
(fig.  1).  In  this  region,  16%  of  the  area  is  forest  and  46%  is  mountains  above 
the  tree-line  (Milj^statistikk  1978).  The  study  area  itself  was  a series  of 
narrow  valleys  in  broken  mountainous  country  in  which  pairs  of  breeding 
Golden  Eagles  were  regularly  spaced,  with  a mean  distance  to  their  nearest 
neighbour  of  16km  (Bergo  1984a). 

Three  pairs  (1-3)  and  a ‘trio’  of  eagles  were  studied,  with  eyries,  all  in 
cliffs,  in  subalpine  forest  of  birch  Betula  odorata,  which  here  forms  the 
tree-line  at  600-900 m above  sea  level,  and  a fourth  pair  (4)  with  a nesting 


Fig.  1 . Map  of  study  area  of  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos  in  Western  Norway,  1981-83 
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area  in  the  coastal  region,  an  area  of  more-rounded  hills  covered  with  forest 
ol  Scots  pine  Pinus  sylvestris. 

The  most  common  diurnal  breeding  bird  partly  exploiting  the  same 
resources  as  the  Golden  Eagle  in  this  area  was  the  Raven  Convs  corax. 
Rough-legged  Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus  and  Kestrels  Falco  tinnunculus  are 
common  when  rodents  are  abundant,  but  were  relatively  scarce  during  the 
study  period  ( 1981-83).  Gyrfalcons  F.  rusticolus  bred  only  in  small  numbers 
in  the  inner  mountains.  \\  hite-tailed  Eagles  Haliaeetus  albicilla  had  recently 
re-established  themselves  as  breeders  in  the  coastal  region. 

Methods 

Table  1 details  496  hours  of  observations  between  March  1981  and  April 
1983.  During  the  study,  pairs  / and  2 were  breeding,  while  pairs  3 and  4 
consisted  of  sub-adult  eagles  establishing  territories.  Data  were  collected 
throughout  the  year  only  for  pair  /.  All  three  birds  in  the  'trio'  took  part  in 
all  breeding  activities,  but  only  two  were  sexed  with  certainty. 

Table  1.  'Observation  minutes’  (OM)  and  ‘eagle  minutes’  (time  during  which  eagle  in 
view)  (EM)  in  various  periods  of  year  during  a study  of  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chnsaetos  in 

Western  Norway,  1981-83 

See  text  for  limits  ol  each  period  of  year.  X = sex  unknown. 

Pair/  Pair  2 Pair  3 Pair-/  'Trio' 

(1981)  (1982.  1983)  (1981)  (1981.1982)  (1982) 


KM  KM  KM  KM  KM 


Period 

OM 

6 9 

OM  <5 

9 

OM 

9 

OM 

6 

9 OM 

6 9 

X 

Pre-la\  ing 

990 

130  222 

440  81 

101 

770 

126 

1 19 

1.500 

20.3 

229  1.080 

91  155 

194 

1 neuliation 

1 . 180 

352  1,31 1 

480  193 

180 

682 

49 

03 

1.210 

178 

156  1.050 

228  975 

047 

Nestling 

‘>,400 

389  2.02 1 

865  98 

702 

450 

57 

52 

510 

148 

128  5.080 

326  3.914 

1 .853 

Post-Hedging 

3.440 

125  908 

— 630 

66  226 

45 

Vutumn/winter 

2.000 

499  487 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1.640 

327 

568  — 



— 

Total 

13.310 

1.501  5.549 

1.785  372 

1.343 

1.902 

232 

234 

4.920 

856 

1.081  7.840 

711  5.270 

2.739 

The  pairs  and  the  ’trio'  were  not  neighbours;  they  were  chosen  for  study 
because  of  the  visibility  and  accessibility  of  their  nesting  areas  and  because 
the  individual  eagles  concerned  (apart  from  one)  could  be  sexed  readily. 
Observations  were  confined  to  activities  w ithin  the 'core  area  ol  each  home 
range,  which  varied  from  10  km2  to  35km2  and  excluded  the  greater  part  of 
each  pair’s  hunting  range.  A standardised  system  of  recording  was  used, 
following  the  activity  classes  defined  below.  Systematic  observations  were 
made  between  06.00  and  18.00  hours  and  averaged  five  hours  in  length; 
random  observations  were  made  at  other  times.  To  minimise  errors,  each 
sample  period  was  two  hours  or  more  in  duration. 

Eagles  were  divided  into  two  age  classes:  sub-adult  (white  feathers  in 
wings  and/or  tail),  and  adult  (no  white  markings).  Sex  determination  was 
based  on  size  difference  and  behaviour  during  copulation  and  lay  ing.  Each 
year  was  divided  into  five  periods:  pre-laying  (about  20th  February  to  20th 
March);  incubation  (about  21st  March  to  5th  May);  nestling  (about  6th 
May  to  20th  July);  post-fledging  (about  21st  July  to  1st  October);  and 
autumn/winter  (about  2nd  October  to  19th  February). 
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Behaviour  was  classified  as  follows: 

Aerial'.  Soaring  flight;  Slow  gliding  flight  (including  ‘hanging  on  the  wind’);  Fast  gliding  flight; 
Flapping  flight;  Diving;  and  Undulating  flight  (in  which  a ‘wave’  was  the  distance  from  one 
peak  to  the  next,  see  fig.  2;  and  a continuous  series  was  termed  a ‘sequence’). 

‘High  aerial’  activities  were  flights  performed  above  topographic  features  such  as  hills  and 
mountains,  while  ‘low  aerial’  activities  were  flights  performed  inconspicuously  inside  valleys 
etc. 

Perching  (see  fig.  3):  Exposed  perching  (use  of  the  highest  and  most  exposed  perch,  giving 
optimal  view,  with  no  shelter);  Conspicuous  perching  (good,  but  not  optimal,  view;  only 
moderate  shelter);  Inconspicuous  perching  (restricted  view,  good  shelter). 


ONE  WAVE  . # 


Fig.  2.  Pattern  of  Undulating  flights  of  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaelos.  A:  eagle  dives  with 
wings  partly  closed,  then  regains  height,  sometimes  with  vigorous  wing-flapping;  this  is 
repeated.  B:  a special  form  of  Undulating  flight  is  the  ‘Pendulum  flight’  in  which  eagle  dives, 
regains  height,  and  turns  over  and  retraces  its  course  repeatedly.  ( Drawing  by  R.  Roalkvam ) 

Results 

Eagles  were  in  view  lor  66.8%  of  the  total  observation  time,  and  when  not  at 
the  nest  were  mainly  seen  flying. 

Aerial  behaviour 

Aerial  behaviour  is  summarised  in  fig.  4.  Slow  gliding  and  Soaring  flight 
were  the  main  activities  (78-89%).  The  eagles  soared  on  upslope  winds  and 
on  thermals  to  gain  height  before  gliding  off  towards  hunting  areas,  and 
Slow  gliding  was  also  used  to  gain  height  along  slopes  and  cliff's.  When 
hunting  from  the  air,  they  were  mainly  Slow  gliding  (see  Bergo  1983).  On 
three  occasions,  approaching  an  intraspecific  intruder,  resident  eagles 
performed  Flapping  flight  with  an  emphasised  downstroke;  this  behaviour 
was  also  observed  when  the  female  of  pair  4 was  approaching  and  chasing 
White-tailed  Eagles. 

The  Golden  Eagles  usually  made  very  conspicuous  and  long  dives  to 
their  eyries,  and  Undulating  flight  was  twice  observed  at  the  start  of  these 
dives.  Undulating  flight  was  performed  with  some  variation:  true 
‘Pendulum  flight'  by  the  female  of  the  ‘trio’  was  observed  twice,  but  the 
eagles  usually  performed  flights  intermediate  between  types  A and  B (see 
fig.  2).  Resident  eagles  performed  Undulating  flight  in  six  of  eight  cases 
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where  intraspecific  intruders  appeared  in  the  core  areas;  in  the  two  cases 
with  no  such  response,  the  eagles  were  on  the  ground  in  calm  weather.  In22 
of  28  sequences  of  Undulating  flight,  the  performer’s  mate  was  in  the  core 
area  and  probably  within  sight.  ()l  39  observed  Undulating  flights.  23 
(59%)  were  within  1 km  of  the  nest.  13  (33.3%)  between  1 km  and  2km  and 
three  (7.7%)  more  than  2 km  from  the  nest;  21  (53.8%)  of  the  flights  were 
classified  as  high  aerial.  Most  Undulating  flights  were  performed  by 
females  (table  2),  but  males  had  a 2.7  times  higher  frequency  (Undulating 
flights/minutes  eagles  in  view).  Females  performed  Undulating  flights  with 
a greater  number  of  waves  per  flight  than  did  males,  but  the  difference  was 
not  significant  (t-test.  t = 1.91). 

Nine  instances  of  ‘mock  attack  and  evasion  routine'  between  partners 
were  observed.  In  these,  one  of  the  eagles  made  a dive  at  the  other,  which 
then  turned  half  over  and  presented  its  talons.  Males  attacked  twice  as  often 
as  females,  and  six  of  these  ‘attacks'  were  made  by  establishing  eagles. 
Seven  of  nine  registered  mock  attacks  were  classified  as  low  aerial.  Fledged 
eaglets  (from  pair  / and  the  ‘trio')  were  also  observed  making  such  attacks 
on  their  parents. 

Table  2.  Number  of  Undulating  flights,  and  number  of  ‘waves'  per  flight  of  Golden 
Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos  in  study  in  Western  Norway,  1981-83 

Males  Females 


No.  of  Undul 

lating  flights 

16 

23 

Mean  no.  of' 

'waves'  per  flight 

3.8 

6.1 

Range 

2-8 

2-20 

Perching  behaviour 

Perching  behaviour  is  summarised  in  fig.  5.  During  the  nestling  period,  the 
males  of  pairs  1 and  2 and  of  the  'trio'  perched  ‘conspicuously'  relatively 
more  than  did  their  female  partners.  At  other  periods,  there  appeared  to  be 
no  such  difference  between  the  sexes.  (Table  1) 
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EM=267  EM  = 27  EM-355 

Fig.  4.  Flight  behaviour  (as  percentages  of ‘eagle  minutes’,  EM)  of  Golden  Eagle  Aquila 
chrysaetos  pairs  /,  2 and  the  ‘trio’  during  nestling  period.  M = male;  F = female:  X = sex 

unknown 

Exposed  perching  was  observed  on  only  five  occasions.  In  two  instances, 
the  reasons  were  unclear.  In  another,  it  may  have  been  in  response  to  a 
passing  intruder,  and  in  the  fourth  case  it  was  adopted  by  a sub-adult  male 
while  his  partner  inspected  a traditional  nest  site.  In  the  fifth  instance,  a 
female  adopted  Exposed  perching  for  about  half  an  hour  in  the  pre-laying 
period,  before  she  was  joined  by  her  mate  and  copulation  took  place.  Of  six 
other  observed  copulations,  four  were  performed  on  Conspicuous  perches 
and  two  on  Inconspicuous  ones. 

Of  a total  of  47  perches  used  by  pair  /,  two  were  Exposed,  ten  were 
Conspicuous  and  35  were  Inconspicuous.  The  eagles  preferred  perches 
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Table  3.  Characteristics  of  perches  used  by  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chtysaetos  pair  1 in 

breeding  season,  Western  Norway,  1981-83 

I otal  number  of  perches  used  was  47.  lotal  number  of  grid  points  was  321  (see  Mysterud 
1 983) . L nder  Preference’,  values  above  0. 15  express  a positive  preference 


No.  perches 

Grid  points 

Preference 

DISTANCE  TO  NEST 

< 1 00  111 

10 

2 

5.00 

100- 1000  m 

12 

33 

0.36 

> 1000  m 

25 

286 

0.09 

ELEVATION  OF  PERCH 

Below  nest 

5 

105 

0.05 

At  nest  height 

3 

12 

0.25 

Above  nest 

<200  m 

27 

81 

0.33 

>200  m 

12 

123 

0.10 

VIEW  OF  NEST 

Good 

37 

74 

0.50 

Limited 

7 

63 

0.1  1 

None 

3 

184 

0.02 

EM-938  EM=203  EM=1548 

f ig.  5.  Perching  behaviour  (as  percentages  of 'eagle  minutes’,  EM)  of  Golden  Eagle  Aquila 
chtysaetos  pairs  /,  2 and  the  'trio'  during  nestling  period.  M = male:  F = female;  X = sex 

unknown 
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situated  relatively  elose  to  and  somewhat  higher  than  their  nest,  giving  a 
good  view  of  it  (table  3).  The  sexes  each  had  their  own  favourite  perches 
near  the  nest,  although  these  were  also  used  by  both  members  of  the  pair. 

Behaviour  at  the  nest 

Both  sexes  took  part  in  nest-building,  which  was  most  frequently  observed 
in  the  pre-laying  period.  In  addition  to  nest-building,  the  eagles  decorated 
their  nests  with  ‘greenery’. The  frequency  with  which  breeding  eagles 
brought  greenery  to  their  nests  was  similar  during  pre-laying,  incubation 
and  nestling  periods  (table  4).  In  the  nestling  period,  most  greenery  was 
delivered  by  females*.  Pair  4 also  brought  greenery  to  an  alternative  nest  in 
the  pre-laying  period.  In  one  nestling  period  (June  1982),  the  three  eagles  of 
the  ‘trio'  built  two  new  nests  and  added  new  sticks  to  their  1981  nests  while 
their  eaglet  was  still  in  the  active  nest. 

Table  4.  Deliveries  of  greenery  to  nests  by  breeding  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos 
(pairs  /,  2 and  ‘trio’)  in  pre-laying,  incubation  and  nestling  periods,  during  study  in 

Western  Norway,  1981-83 

Frequency  = deliveries/observation  minutes  X 1()4 


Pre-laying 

PERIOD 
I ncubation 

Nestling 

8 9 

8 9 

8 

9 

No.  of deliveries 

3 4 

3 3 

4 

23 

Frequency 

12  16 

it)  10 

3.5  20.3 

Both  sexes  participated  in  the  breeding  duties.  The  females  did  65-99% 
of  incubation  and  care  of  the  young,  while  the  males  did  most  of  the 
hunting.  In  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  nestling  period,  females  spent  nearly 
all  their  time  on  the  nest  or  in  its  close  vicinity.  As  the  eaglets  grew,  the 
females  grew  less  attentive  and  began  participating  in  hunting.  Only 
females  were  seen  to  stay  on  the  nest  overnight. 

Vocal  behaviour 

Because  the  eagles  were  usually  distant,  it  is  probable  that  not  all  calls  were 
registered.  Calls  were,  however,  heard  in  three  different  types  of  situation: 
(i)  during  incubation,  all  the  breeding  females  were  heard  to  call  from  the 
eyrie  when  they  sighted  males  returning  with  prey;  (ii)  the  female  of- pair  4 
once  called  loudly  when  an  intruder  came  close  to  the  nest;  and  (iii)  both 
the  female  and  the  male  of  pair  4 were  vocal  during  nest-building. 

Seasonal  variation  in  behaviour 

The  eagles  were  seen  in  their  nesting  areas  at  all  times  of  the  year  (table  1 ). 
During  autumn/winter,  pairs  / and  4 were  seen  in  78%  and  100% 
respectively  of  all  observations  of  more  than  two  hours’  duration  (n  = 15). 
The  relative  proportions  of  time  spent  by  pair  / in  flight  and  in  perching 
behaviour  varied  throughout  the  year  (table  5):  during  autumn/winter  and 
before  laying,  both  sexes  perched  lor  most  of  the  day,  but  aerial  activity 
increased  as  breeding  approached;  during  incubation,  the  female  was 
recorded  on  the  nest  for  88.6%  of  the  total  time  she  was  in  view;  during  the 

*x2  13.37,  P<  0.001 
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Table  5.  Distribution  of  main  activities  of  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  pair  / in  various 
periods,  as  percentage  ol  total  minutes  eagles  in  view,  based  on  study  in  Western 

Norway,  1981-83 

PERIOD 


Activity 

Pre-I 

laying 

Incubation 

Nestling 

Post-fledging 

Autumn/winter 

8 

9 

8 

$ 

8 

$ 

8 

9 

<$ 

9 

Aerial 

27.1 

24.0 

15.3 

3.4 

37.8 

10.2 

37.0 

1 m 

8.0 

18.7 

Perching 

72.0 

72.6 

17.4 

8.0 

57.8 

35.8 

63.0 

85.9 

92.0 

81.3 

( )n  nest 

0.9 

3.4 

67.3 

88.6 

4.4 

54.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

KM) 

1(K) 

nestling  period,  the  male  was  observed  in  the  core  area  foronlv  about  7%  of 
the  total  observation  time,  and  was  on  the  nest  for  short  v isits  onlv;  in  the 
post-fledging  period,  the  female  was  seen  perched  relativelv  more  often 
than  the  male. 

I adulating  flight  was  performed  at  all  times  of  the  year  (table  (i),  but  1 .5 
times  more  frequently  in  the  pre-Iaving  period  than  the  av  erage.  There  was, 
however,  considerable  variation  between  individuals. 

Both  pairs  / and  4 spent  most  time  together  during  the  autumn/winter 
and  the  pre-laying  periods  (table  7).  Pair  4 (establishing  eagles)  spent 
relatively  more  time  together  than  pair  / (breeding). 

1 able  6.  Number  of  Undulating  flight  sequences  by  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chnsaclos  in 
relation  to  time  of  year,  during  study  in  Western  Norway,  1981-83 


Period 

Pair 

8 

/ 

9 

Pair  2 
8 9 

Pair  3 
8 9 

Pair-/ 
8 9 

8 

Trio 

9 

X 

Total 
8 9 

Pre-laying 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

I 

4 3 

1 neubation 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

o 

3 2 

Nestling 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

2 

0 

3 8 

Post-fledging 

0 

0 

I 

1 

1 

1 1 

Autumn/winter 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 2 

Table  7.  Time  spent  together  by  breeding  pair  of  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chnsaetos  (pair  /) 
and  establishing  pair  (pair  7)  in  various  periods,  expressed  as  percentage  of  total 

minutes  eagles  in  viewr 

Aerial  = flying  in  same  direction,  within  a few  metres;  Perching  = < I m apart 

pair  / pair  4 


Period 

Aerial 

Perching 

Total 

Aerial 

Perching 

Total 

Pre-Iaving 

1.4 

0.3 

1.7 

19.8 

0.9 

20.7 

I neubation 

0 

0.4 

O.t 

12.4 

5.4 

17.8 

Nestling 

0.4 

0.1 

0.5 

22.7 

4.1 

26.8 

I\ >st-fledging 

0.7 

0 

0.7 

— 

— 

— 

Autumn/u  inter 

3 

11.8 

14.8 

0.2 

26.7 

26.9 

Mean  % 

l.l 

2.5 

3.6 

13.8 

9.3 

23. 1 

I ntraspecijic  confrontations 

During  496  hours  of  observations,  eight  intruders  (all  sub-adult)  were 
observed  within  the  five  core  areas  (table  8).  No  encounters  between 
neighbours  were  seen.  Intruders  were  observed  3.5  times  more  frequently 
in  the  core  areas  of  establishing  eagles  than  in  those  of  breeding  eagles,  and 
most  frequently  in  the  pre-laying  and  autumn/w  inter  periods. 
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Table  8.  Number  and  relative  appearance  of  intruding  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaelos  in 
core  areas  of  home  ranges  of  other  Golden  Eagles  in  various  periods  of  year,  Western 

Norway,  1981-83 

Relativ  e appearance  = intruders/observation  minutes  X 104 


Pre-laying  Incubation 

Nestling 

Post-fledging  Autumn/winter 

No.  of  intruders  4 1 

Relative  appearance  8.3  2.1 

1 

0.8 

0 2 

0 5.5 

\\  ithin  the  core  areas,  females  tended  to  be  more  involved  than  males  in 
aggressive  encounters.  On  two  occasions  in  the  pre-laying  period,  there 
were  conflicts  between  the  female  of  pair  4 and  an  intruder  only  a few  metres 
from  the  eyrie  (one  of  the  intruders  was  probably  a female,  the  other  could- 
not  be  sexed);  the  resident  female  was  very  ‘upset'  and  called  loudly  during 
the  intrusions.  On  both  occasions,  the  resident  male  was  in  the  area,  but  did 
not  appear  to  respond. 

In  the  nestling  period,  the  female  of  the  ‘trio’  (who  was  alone  in  the  area) 
performed  Undulating  flight  directly  from  the  eyrie,  approaching  an 
intruder.  For  some  minutes,  she  chased  the  intruder,  which  in  turn  began 
mobbing  her  when  she  was  at  a lower  height.  About  half  an  hour  later,  the 
intruder  was  driven  away,  and  the  female  performed  Undulating  flight 
before  assuming  Conspicuous  perching,  close  to  her  eyrie.  During 
incubation,  the  female  and  male  of  pair  3 were  seen  chasing  an  intruder  out 
of  the  core  area  more  than  3km  from  the  eyrie.  One  of  the  resident  eagles 
(probably  the  male)  dived  menacingly  towards  the  intruder,  which  turned 
around,  presenting  its  talons.  When  the  resident  eagles  returned,  the  male 
performed  Undulating  flight  above  the  nesting  cliff'.  Of  the  intruders 
recorded,  four  were  not  chased  by  the  resident  eagles,  although  on  at  least 
two  occasions  Undulating  flights  were  performed  in  apparent  response. 

Interspecific,  confrontations 

The  resident  eagles  usually  ignored  other  bird  species  within  the  core  area, 
but  confrontations  were  nevertheless  frequent.  Males  were  invoked  2.5 
times  as  often  as  females,  although  females  were  involved  in  most  episodes 
(table  9).  Interspecific  confrontations  were  recorded  2.1  times  more 
frequently  in  the  core  areas  of  the  establishing  eagles  (pairs  Jand^)  than  in 
the  core  areas  of  the  breeding  eagles.  Aggressive  encounters  (hunting 
excluded)  were  initiated  by  the  intruders  in  46  (78%)  of  59  recorded  cases. 

In  1981,  a pair  of  White-tailed  Eagles  built  a nest  about  250m  from  the 
nest  of  pair  4.  This  caused  much  aggression,  initiated  by  the  Golden  Eagles 
(and  the  female  in  particular)  on  eight  out  of  ten  occasions.  The  White- 
tailed Eagles  deserted  at  the  start  of  the  incubation  period. 

T he  shortest  recorded  distances  to  occupied  nests  of  other  potential 
competitors  were:  Raven  0.5km,  Gyrfalcon  3.5km  and  Rough-legged 
Buzzard  4km. 

Discussion 

A territory  may  be  maintained  by  actual  defence  (attacking/chasing 
intruder)  and  by  identifying-acts,  such  as  calls  and  various  displays  (see 
Brown  & Orians  1970).  A small,  intensively  used  area  is  often  defended 
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Table  9.  Number  of  confrontations  between  other  bird  species  and  Golden  Eagles 
Aquila  chrysaetos  in  their  home  range  core  areas,  Western  Norw  ay,  1981-83 

Based  on  3,672  minutes’  observation  of  males,  and  13,477  minutes’  observation  of  females 


MALES  FEMALES 

Number  Eagle  Eagle  Number  of  Eagle  Eagle 
Other  species  confrontations  chasing  mobbed  confrontations  chasing  mobbed 


Raven  Corvus  corax  9 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  4 

White-tailed  Eagle  3 

Haliaeetus  albicilla 
Carrion  Crow  4 

Corvus  corone 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  1 

Buleo  lagopus 

( lommon  Gull  Laruscanus  2 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris  0 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis  0 

Buzzard  Buleo  buleo  1 

Merlin  Falco  columbarius  0 

Short-eared  Owl  0 

Asio  flammeus 


2 8 

0 4 

2 2 


8 3 7 

10  0 10 

6 6 4 


0 4 3 0 3 


2 1 1 


0 2 

0 0 

0 0 

0 I 

0 0 

0 0 


1 0 1 

2 0 2 

I 0 1 

0 0 0 

1 0 1 

1 0 1 


Total  24  5 22  35  10  31 

totally,  but  where  eagles  range  over  a larger  area  it  tends  to  be  less  exclusive 
(Newton  1979).  Various  behavioural  activities  may  advertise  occupancy. 
For  several  species  of  raptor.  Exposed  perching  and  aerial  displays,  such  as 
Soaring  and  Undulating  flight,  have  been  interpreted  as  forms  of  adver- 
tisement (Brown  & Amadou  1968;  Gargett  1975;  Weir  & Picozzi  1975). 
Visual  signals  are  no  doubt  the  most  effective  over  relatively  long  distances 
for  raptors  breeding  in  open  habitats. 

Territorial  behaviour  by  the  Golden  Eagle 

Golden  Eagles  in  a thinly  distributed  breeding  population  like  that  in 
Western  Norway  probably  have  little  need  to  defend  their  entire  home 
range  in  a strictly  territorial  manner,  which  would  in  any  case  be  very  costly 
in  terms  of  expended  energy.  Visual  advertisement  clearly  works  over  long 
distances,  and.  according  to  Schlaer  (1972),  Golden  Eagles  are  able  to  see 
details  2.4  to  2.9  times  as  fine  as  can  human  beings.  This  implies  that 
Golden  Eagles  can  see  each  other  at  a range  of  at  least  6km  when  in  the  air. 

Aerial  behaviour  was  probably  over-represented  in  the  present  study, 
since  the  eagles  were  most  often  spotted  when  flying.  Slow  gliding  and 
Soaring  were  seen  most  frequently.  Travelling  and  hunting  seemed  to  be 
the  main  functions  of  Slow  gliding  flight,  but  any  high  aerial  activity 
(including  ’hanging  on  the  wind’)  may  also  have  the  effect  of  advertise- 
ment. Soaring  was  used  primarily  to  gain  height  before  travelling  to 
hunting  areas.  Carnie  (1954)  regarded  Soaring  as  a part  of  the  eagles'  main 
hunting  technique,  but  no  hunting  was  recorded  from  Soaring  flight  during 
this  study  (Bergo  1983).  As  suggested  by  Brown  (1976b),  Soaring 
probably  functions  as  advertisement  in  addition  to  its  primary  function  of 
gaining  height. 

When  approaching  intruders  such  as  White-tailed  or  other  Golden 
Eagles,  the  resident  bird  usually  emphasised  the  downstroke  of  the 
wingbeat  as  described  for  the  Buzzard  Buleo  buteo  (Weir  & Picozzi  1975). 


372 


Territorial  behaviour  of  Golden  Eagles 

probably  as  a form  of  threat.  The  marked  and  long  dives  to  the  eyries  may 
have  a sexual  function,  but  could  also  serve  as  advertisement. 

The  Golden  Eagles’  most  spectacular  aerial  behaviour  was  undoubtedly 
the  Undulating  flight,  which  has  been  interpreted  as  sexually  motivated 
behaviour  (e.g.  Bent  1937;  M.  J.  Everett  in  preparation).  Brown  (1976a) 
described  Undulating  flight  as  an  advertisement  display,  but  noted  that 
females  also  performed  it  in  the  presence  of  their  mates.  Undulating  flight 
has  also  been  recorded  for  nearly  all  other  large  eagles  (Brown  1976a).  In 
the  USA,  Harmata  ( 1982)  found  that  in  73%  of  the  cases  the  appearance  of 
intruders  resulted  in  Undulating  flight  by  the  resident  Golden  Eagle,  and 
he  proposed  that  this  was  primarily  a territorial  and  threat  display.  This, 
accords  well  with  the  observations  in  the  present  study,  although 
Undulating  flight  was  also  performed  at  lower  altitudes,  seemingly  without 
intruders  in  the  area,  and  thus  may  have  had  a sexual  function,  too. 

Mock  attack  and  evasion  routine  by  pairs  of  Golden  Eagles  have  been 
recorded  by  several  authors  (Gordon  1955;  Ross  1941;  Brown  1976b),  and 
were  observed  during  this  study.  Brown  ( 1976b)  considered  that  they  may 
have  involved  a symbolic  food-pass,  but,  as  food-passes  are  seldom 
recorded  for  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  as  females  also  were  observed  to 
‘attack’,  this  explanation  is  probably  not  valid.  The  behaviour  resembles 
the  fighting  ‘routine’  in  direct  conflicts  between  eagles,  and  probably  also 
functions  as  sexual  behaviour  when  performed  between  mates. 

In  densely  breeding  populations  of  Verreaux’s  Eagles  Aquila  verreauxii 
and  Buzzards,  Conspicuous  perching  and  High  perching  were  considered 
to  be  territorial  advertisement  (Gargett  1975;  W eir  & Picozzi  1975,  1983). 

I bis  form  of  advertisement  is  probably  unimportant  for  sparsely  dis- 
tributed Golden  Eagles  in  Western  Norway,  where  their  habit  of 
Conspicuous  and  Inconspicuous  perching  indicated  that  perches  giving 
some  form  of  shelter  might  be  more  important.  In  the  central  parts  of  the 
core  area,  Golden  Eagles  probably  select  perches  giving  a good  view  of  the 
nest,  while  in  more  remote  parts  hunting  may  influence  their  perching 
behaviour.  The  males’  tendency  to  perch  more  Conspicuously  than  females 
in  the  nestling  period  can  probably  be  explained  simply  by  the  females' 
stronger  attachment  to  the  nest. 

Eike  many  other  raptors,  Golden  Eagles  bring  green  plant  material  to 
their  nests  (Gordon  1955;  Brown  1976b;  Gjershaug  1981;  Fremming  1982). 
Gjershaug  (1981)  concluded  that  this  habit  might  have  several  functions 
and  suggested  that  one  might  be  to  camouflage  the  nest.  Fremming  ( 1982) 
emphasised  the  marked  visual  effect  of  greenery  on  an  otherwise  brown- 
coloured  nest,  and  Newton  (1979)  suggested  that  the  greenery  might  be  a 
form  of  advertisement  over  a shorter  range,  serving  to  denote  an  occupied 
territory.  The  present  study  showed  that  greenery  may  be  brought  to  the 
nests,  occupied  or  not,  at  all  times  of  the  year,  but  most  regularly  by  the 
female  in  the  nestling  period.  Newton's  ( 1979)  explanation  is  probably  the 
best,  but  he  did  also  point  out  that  a primary  purpose  in  advertisement  does 
not  exclude  the  possibility  of  other  subsidiary  functions.  Starlings  Stumus 
vulgaris  also  furnish  occupied  nestboxes  with  one  or  a few  green  twigs  ( J. 
Karlsson  in  lilt.). 
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Calling  may  have  a threat  function  (Linsenmair  1971),  and  several 
diurnal  raptors — for  example,  W hite-tailed  Eagle  (W  illgohs  1961), 
Imperial  Eagle  ,4.  heliaca  (Meyburg  1975)  and  Yerreaux’s  Eagle  (Gargett 
1975) — are  reported  to  be  vocal  when  disturbed  by  an  intruder.  The 
Golden  Eagle,  however,  is  apparently  much  less  vocal,  and  probably  uses 
its  voice  less  than  any  other  W est  Palearctic  Aquila  (Cramp  & Simmons 
1980).  I he  relatively  open  habitat  and  large  distances  between  neighbours 
make  it  unlikely  that  Golden  Eagles  use  vocal  signals  in  advertising  their 
nesting  areas  in  W estern  Norway. 

In  the  USA,  Craighead  ( 1967)  and  Gamenzind  ( 1969)  reported  breeding 
eagles  calling  when  disturbed  at  the  nest  by  human  beings.  This  has  never 
been  reported  in  Scandinavia,  but  in  this  study  the  female  of  pair  4 was 
heard  calling  loudly  when  disturbed  by  another,  intruding.  Golden  Eagle. 
Apart  from  some  calling  between  the  mates,  such  as  the  female’s  food- 
begging call  (see  1 )ixon  1937),  the  ‘threatening’  call  was  the  only  call  heard 
during  this  study. 

In  Western  Norway,  Golden  Eagles  probably  maintain  their  territories 
basically  by  their  presence  and  daily  activities  throughout  the  year.  T his 
was  also  found  to  be  the  case  with  the  related  Australian  Wedge-tailed 
Eagle  A.  audax  (Brooker  1974).  No  particular  period  seemed  to  be  used  for 
advertising,  but  the  limited  aerial  activity  of  pair  / in  winter  suggested  a low 
level  of  advertisement.  High  aerial  activities  are  probably  related  more  to 
atmospheric  conditions  than  to  time  of  year,  as  also  indicated  in  the  case  ol 
the  W edge-tailed  Eagle  (Brooker  1974). 

Intraspecific  and  interspecific  confrontations 

In  the  verv  dense  breeding  population  of  Yerreaux’s  Eagles  in  Zimbabwe, 
Gargett  ( 1975)  recorded  89  encounters  between  neighbours,  of  which  only 
five  were  aggressive,  while  185  aggressive  encounters  between  resident 
eagles  and  ‘floaters'  were  generally  of  longer  duration  than  those  between 
neighbours.  In  a sparse  population  of  W edge-tailed  Eagles  in  Australia, 
onlv  a few  observations  were  made  of  residents  chasing  intruders  (Brooker 
1974). 

Haller  ( 1982)  recorded  relatively  many  aggressive  encounters  in  a sparse 
population  of  Golden  Eagles  in  the  central  Alps,  but  found  that  neighbours 
were  chased  shorter  distances  than  other  intruders.  In  Ntyre  and  Romsdal. 
northwestern  Norway,  Gjershaug  (in  litt.)  observed  a five-minute 
confrontation  between  neighbouring  Golden  Eagles,  involving  Undulating 
flight  and  calling,  probably  following  a ‘border  violation';  the  eagles  bred 
onlv  3 km  apart,  while  mean  distance  to  nearest  neighbour  in  the  popu- 
lation was  14.7  km  (Gjershaug  1981). 

No  encounters  between  neighbours  were  recorded  in  the  present  study  , 
and  only  eight  conspecific  intruders  were  observed  in  the  core  areas.  I his 
probable  reflects  the  sparseness  of  the  population  in  the  area  (Bergo 
1984a),  which  also  means  that  encounters  would  be  expected  to  occur  in  the 
peripheral  parts  of  home  ranges.  In  the  breeding  season,  such  encounters 
are  most  likelv  between  males,  the  females  being  close  to  the  nest  for  most  of 
the  time. 
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The  increase  in  intrusions  by  immature  or  sub-adult  eagles  in  the  pre- 
laying and  autumn/winter  periods  may  be  a consequence  of  more  active 
searching  for  mates  and  potential  nesting  areas  at  these  times  of  year. 
Gargett  ( 1975)  also  registered  more  contacts  between  Verreaux’s  Eagles  in 
these  periods,  while,  according  to  Haller  (1982),  these  were  the  only  periods 
when  Golden  Eagles  in  the  central  Alps  actually  injured  each  other  in 
fights.  The  results  of  the  present  study  indicate  that  eagles  establishing 
themselves  in  nesting  areas  advertise  their  presence  more  intensively  than 
do  established  breeding  pairs.  Gargett  (1975)  and  Haller  (1982)  reached 
similar  conclusions. 

Most  aggressive  encounters  described  by  other  authors  involved 
intruders  and  resident  eagles  of  the  same  sex,  with  less  aggression  between 
eagles  of  opposite  sexes  (e.g.  Lochart,  Ellis  & Harmata  in  Harmata  1982). 
This  was  also  indicated  by  the  observations  made  during  this  study.  Eagles 
of  the  same  sex  are  possibly  regarded  as  a more  serious  threat  and  as 
potential  rivals. 

1 1 is  well  known  that  birds  of  prey  are  regularly  subjected  to  mobbing  by 
other  birds,  even  those  which  may  be  potential  prey.  In  the  study  area. 
Ravens  were  the  most  frequent  mobbers,  but  Golden  Eagles  were  also 
observed  chasing  Ravens.  More-serious  confrontations  may  occur  between 
different  raptor  species.  In  Africa,  Tarboton  (1977)  reported  breeding 
failure  of  Wahlberg’s  Eagle  A.  wahlbergi  as  probably  a result  of  continuous 
harassment  by  Black-shouldered  Kites  Elanus  caeruleus , while  in  France 
Cheylan  ( 1973)  reported  that  Golden  Eagles  and  Bonelli’s  Eagles  Hieraaetus 
Jasciatus  were  mutually  exclusive  in  distribution  and  defended  their  nesting 
areas  against  each  other.  In  the  present  study,  a pair  of  White-tailed  Eagles 
failed  to  breed  perhaps  as  a result  of  the  aggressiveness  of  the  neighbouring 
Golden  Eagles.  Willgohs  ( 1961 ) gave  examples  of  similar  conflicts  between 
these  species  in  which  Golden  Eagles  appeared  to  be  dominant. 

In  the  Scottish  Highlands,  Golden  Eagles  breed  in  the  same  habitats  as 
Peregrines  Falco  peregrinus  and  Ravens,  and  wherever  the  breeding  density 
of  the  eagle  is  high,  densities  of  Peregrine  and  Raven  are  low,  and  vice  versa 
(Ratcliffe  1962).  RatclifTe  (1962)  suggested  that  this  may  be  a result  of 
competition,  but  regarded  the  Golden  Eagle  as  the  dominant  species.  In 
Western  Norway,  Ravens  seemed  to  avoid  breeding  close  to  Golden  Eagles, 
but  the  species  might  be  competing  for  carcases.  Competition  for  food  with 
the  Gyrfalcon  may  also  occur  in  some  areas  (Gjershaug  1981).  Of  all 
specifically  distinct  competitors,  however,  probably  only  human  beings 
have  an  important  influence  on  the  spacing  of  Golden  Eagles  in  Western 
Norway  (see  Bergo  1984a). 
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Summary 

I lie  behaviour  of  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos  in  five  nesting  areas  in  Western  Norwav  was 
studied  during  1981-83  and  related  to  territorial  advertisement  and  pair  spacing.  Aerial 
activities,  perching,  behaviour  at  the  nest,  and  relations  with  other  Golden  Eagles  and  other 
species  are  described.  Soaring,  ‘hanging  on  the  wind'  and  Undulating  flight  may  all  act  as 
territorial  advertisement  signals,  and  the  possibility  of  long  dives  to  the  nest  and  nest- 
decoration  with  greenery  having  similar  functions  is  discussed.  Exposed  perching  and  calling 
are  probably  not  involved  in  advertisement  behaviour  in  this  sparse  breeding  population. 
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22.  Hoopoe  Lark 

This  large,  beautiful  lark  is  very  distinctive  and  unlike  any  other  in  the 
Western  Palearctic.  Its  habitat  is  between  mixed  desert,  with  stone  and 
sand,  and  areas  with  pure  sandy  dunes.  It  is  highly  territorial,  and  mainly 
resident.  It  never  flocks,  even  in  winter,  and  never  ]o\r\s  other  lark  flocks.  It  is 
usually  very  quiet,  and  consequently  difficult  to  find.  From  January  to 
June,  it  sings  strongly,  however — three  rising,  loud,  clear  whistles,  followed 
by  a long,  descending  whistle  (the  whole  song  being  likened  by  British 
birders  to  the  start  of  the  British  national  anthem).  More  than  any  other 
lark,  it  sits  on  trees  and  bushes,  often  landing  on  a bush  at  the  end  of  its 


176.  Hoopoe  Lark  Alaemon  alaudipes,  Israel,  October  1986  ( Paul  Doherty) 
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177  & 178.  Hoopoe  Lark  Alaemon  alaudipes,  Israel,  January  1986  (Hadoram  Shmhai) 


display  flight,  which  starts  from  either  the  ground  or  a bush.  After  a series  of 
notes  uttered  from  the  ground,  the  Hoopoe  Lark  suddenly  rises  almost 
vertically  to  a height  of  up  to  30  m.  singing  as  it  flies  up.  and  then  glides  or 
plummets  down.  In  Israel,  the  breeding  season  lasts  from  late  February  to 
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179.  Hoopoe  Lark  Alaemon  alaudipes,  Israel,  April  1986  ( David  At.  Cottridge) 


June.  There  is  a local  migration — involving  mainly  young  birds,  with  more 
present  in  Southern  Sinai  in  winter  and  fewer  present  in  the  Negev.  Part  of 
the  special  appeal  of  this  species  is  that,  unlike  most  of  the  other  larks,  it  is  a 
bird  of  wild  places,  only  very  seldom  (and  never  habitually)  frequenting 
cultivated  fields.  Hadoram  Shirihai 

Birdwatching  Center,  Nature  Reserves  Authority,  POB  774,  Eilat,  Israel 
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35.  Ian  Dawson 

During  my  first  week  at  university  I registered  for  a conservation  corps 
work  outing  to  the  Leighton  Moss  RSPB  reserve,  seeing  this  as  a free  means 
of  transport  to  the  best  local  birding  spot.  After  half  an  hour’s  dutiful 
labour,  I bunked  ofTwith  my  bins  to  the  nearest  hide.  There  I discovered, 
already  in  occupancy,  a bespectacled  figure,  clad  in  a long  grey  great-coat 
and  a woolly  hat,  who  was  taking  meticulous  notes  in  a small  red  notebook 
in  miniature,  totally  illegible  script.  After  some  polite  conversation,  I 
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180.  Ian  Dawson  (C.  H.  Gomersall) 


discovered  that  this  person's  name  was  Ian  Dawson;  that  he  too  was  a 
student  at  Lancaster  University;  and,  more  to  the  point,  that  he  was  in 
possession  of  a motor  car.  I had  met  a friend  for  life. 

Over  the  next  three  years,  I came  to  know  Ian  extremely  well.  Getting  to 
know  Ian  is  synonymous  with  becoming  amazed  that  anybody  could 
encompass  such  a realm  of  interests  and  knowledge.  Having  obtained  a first 
class  mark  in  a subsidiary  Biology  course,  Ian  then  went  on  to  major  in 
English  and  French  Literature!  My  memories  of  that  period  include 
frequently  visiting  Ian  in  his  rooms  to  find  some  obscure  piece  of  chamber 
music  on  the  record  player,  copies  of  Camus  and  Conrad  spread  over  the 
desk,  but  Ian  immersed  in  The  Popular  Handbook  oj  Rarer  British  Birds,  a local 
flora,  or  The  Good  Beer  Guide.  With  such  an  all-encompassing  general 
knowledge,  it  was  not  surprising  that  he  should  have  found  himself  part  of  a 
highly  successful  University  Challenge  team  in  that  long-running  television 
quiz.  During  one  edition.  Lancaster  University  was  given  a sound-bonus 
round  of  bird  songs.  Of  course,  Ian  whittled  his  way  rapidly  through  the 
songs,  leaving  a nonplussed  Bamber  Gascoigne  remarking  ‘Well 
Lancaster,  you  certainly  know  your  birds.'  More  correctly,  it  was  Ian  who 
knew  his  birds. 

Today,  a dozen  years  later.  Ian  is  a familiar  figure  on  the  birding  scene. 
Firmly  encamped  as  Librarian  at  The  Lodge  (teaching  French  to  kids  who 
were  not  interested  in  birds,  let  alone  in  French,  was  never  likely  to  have 
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been  his  career),  he  is  now  able  to  devote  his  time  almost  entirely  to  natural 
history.  I use  the  term  ‘natural  history’  adv  isedly,  since  you  arejust  as  likely 
to  find  Ian  behind  an  identification  guide  to  British  dragonflies  as  a bird 
book  (well  almost  as  likely),  and  a recent  week’s  holiday  in  September  was 
spent,  not  at  Clev  or  on  Pair  Isle,  but  attending  a field  course  on  identifica- 
tion of  British  Arachnida.  Ian’s  name  will  be  familiar  as  the  joint  author  of 
BB's  ‘Monthly  reports’  and  for  a number  ofarticles  in  the  RSPB  magazine. 
Birds.  At  the  same  time,  other  authors  and  researchers  have  much  reason  to 
be  grateful  to  Ian  for  his  assistance  in  searching  the  literature  and  his  work 
in  developing  the  RSPB  library  into  one  of  the  foremost  natural  history 
libraries  in  the  country.  It  is  rumoured  that  there  exists  an  even  larger 
library  at  Ian’s  home,  but  this  cannot  be  confirmed. 

A further  duty  of  the  RSPB  Librarian  is  to  answer  many  of  the  general 
and  ornithological  enquiries  which  arrive  at  The  Lodge  every  day.  In- 
numerable members  of  the  general  public  have  become  acquainted  with 
Ian  in  this  capacity  and  have  benefited  from  the  accurate  and  helpful 
information  they  have  received.  There  is,  however,  an  exception  to  every 
rule.  One  lady  received  the  advice  to  release  the  grounded  Swift  which  she 
had  found  on  her  lawn  from  an  upstairs  window,  whereupon  it  would 
undoubtedly  take  to  flight.  Some  little  time  later,  the  same  lady,  now  rather 
irate,  called  again  to  say  that,  upon  releasing  the  Swift  in  the  recommended 
manner,  it  plummeted  to  earth,  meeting  an  untimely  end.  Diplomacy  thus 
became  another  of  Ian’s  talents. 

So  far  as  Ian  is  concerned,  however,  there  is  nothing  more  exciting  than 
being  in  the  field,  and  out  of  working  hours  (and  sometimes  during  them!) 
you  can  find  him  almost  anywhere  pursuing  his  life-long  interest.  As  is 
apparent  to  anyone  fortunate  enough  to  go  birding  with  him,  Ian  has  a keen 
eye  and  an  expert  ear  which  are  mixed  in  a powerful  combination  with  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  subject.  He  has  travelled  extensively  overseas, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1982/83  finally  achieved  a life-long  ambition  by  visiting 
I ndia  and  Nepal,  an  area  of  the  world  to  which  he  wants  to  return  as  soon  as 
possible.  Like  most  of  the  readers  of  this  article,  he  has  a keen  interest  in  the 
rare  and  unusual,  and  is  to  be  found  at  most  of  the  major  national  twitching 
events.  Lbilike  most  of  us,  however,  his  reason  for  being  there  is  not  just  an 
obsession  with  a list,  but  is  undoubtedly  out  of  a genuine  marvel  and  delight 
in  the  bird’s  existence. 

I have  deliberately  refrained  throughout  this  article  from  stating  that 
natural  history  is  the  love  of  Ian's  life,  for,  although  once  so,  this  can  no 
longer  be  said  to  be  true:  evidence  for  this  comes  from  his  recent  marriage  to 
Louise.  There  is,  however,  nobody  I know  who  possesses  a deeper  apprecia- 
tion of  birds.  When  asked  once  why  he  watched  birds,  Ian  replied  simply 
‘Because  birds  are  wonderful’,  an  answer  which  says  it  all.  Finally,  I defy 
any  reader,  without  reference  to  literature,  to  give  the  Lnglish  names  of  the 
following:  Tarsiger  cyanurus,  Vanessa  atalanta , Anax  imperator , and  Pardosa 
palustris.  For  the  answers,  please  enquire  of  Ian  Dawson,  c/o  the  RSPB 
Library;  please  don’t  ask  me:  I’ll  only  have  to  look  them  up  again! 

C.  R.  I REI.AND 
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Little  Stints  defending  territories  on  autumn 
migration  On  1 7th  September  1983,  at  Sidlesham  Ferrv. 

West  Sussex,  R.  G.  Hibbctt  and  I observed  a feeding  flock 
ol  five  Little  Stints  Calidris  minuta,  four  Rulfs  Philomachus 
pugnax,  one  Guriev/  Sandpiper  C.  Jerruginea  and  one 
Dunlin  C.  alpina\  all  apart  from  three  of  the  Ruffs  were 
immatures.  The  waders  were  feeding  along  the  water’s 
edge  in  fairly  close  proximity  to  each  other,  and  all  except 
the  Little  Stints  behaved  sociably.  Each  stint  had 
apparently  formed  around  itself  a small  territory,  which 
we  estimated  to  be  within  0.5m  of  the  bird,  which  it  rigorously  defended 
against  any  intruder.  In  a ten-minute  spell,  we  saw  at  least  a dozen 
encounters:  nine  between  Little  Stints,  and  the  remainder  between  a stint 
and  each  of  the  other  three  species.  The  latter  encounters  were  brief  and 
involved  the  stint  issuing  a full-bodied  butt  which  succeeded  in  driving  the 
intruder  out.  The  stint-versus-stint  clashes  were  far  more  aggressive  and 
lasted  for  up  to  30  seconds.  These  involved  one  stint  trying  to  alight  on 
another’s  mantle,  while  the  latter  tried  to  avoid  such  contact  and  in  turn 
attempted  to  perform  the  same  attacking  manoeuvre;  little  contact  with 
bills  was  made,  and  the  whole  event  was  accompanied  by  frantic  wing- 
flicking  and  a constant  high-pitched  Yhee-chee-chee’  call.  All  the  stints 
were  believed  to  have  been  involved  in  at  least  one  such  encounter.  No  other 
v/aders  present  exhibited  any  territoriality.  A further  visit,  on  24th 
September  1983,  produced  similar  observations,  but  the  encounters  were 
less  frequent  and  less  aggressive. 

BWP  vol.  3 states  that  territoriality  by  Little  Stints  outside  the  breeding 
season  is  know  n only  from  Malta  in  spring  (Brit.  Birds  74:  522-523)  and 
from  eastern  England  in  autumn  (Brit.  Birds  74:  523).  S.  W.  Gale 

Flat  8.86  fl  orcesler  Road.  Cheam.  Surrey  SM26QQ 


Individual  Bee-eaters  apparently  leading  migrating  flocks,  and  using 
distinctive  call  In  April  1983,  while  watching  migrating  Bee-eaters 
Merops  apiaster  coming  off  the  sea  near  Zahara,  south  Spain.  I was  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  their  calls  were  audible  for  a considerable  distance,  and  well 
before  the  birds  came  into  view.  It  then  became  evident  that  in  many  cases 
the  appearance  of  a party  was  preceded  by  a very  clear  and  far-carrying 
call,  almost  as  though  the  Bee-eaters  were  being  led  by  an  individual  bird. 
This  happened  several  times,  and  when  the  flocks  passed  me  the  normal, 
characteristic  loose-knit  groups  were  indeed  led  by  an  individual  or  by  a 
smaller  group  of  birds.  E.  M.  Raynor 

Priors  Mead.  Sash  Meadow.  South  l Vamborough.  Hampshire 

Dr  C.  H.  Fry  has  commented:  ‘Such  a call  as  described  is  “new”.  There  is  now  quite  fair 
circumstantial  evidence  that  migrating  Bee-eaters  keep  in  family  parties.'  F.ds 
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Calandra  Lark  in  Scilly  At  about  15.30  GMT-on  26th  April  1985,  whilst 
walking  around  the  seaward  edge  of  the  airport  on  St  Mary’s,  Isles  of  Scilly, 
I disturbed  three  larks  from  the  grass  at  the  side  of  the  runway.  Two  I 
immediately  saw  were  Skylarks  Alauda  arvensis , but  the  third  was  a much 
bigger  lark  which  flew  around  me  to  land  back  on  the  short  grass.  It  was 
quite  different  from  the  Skylarks,  being  bulkier,  and  more  upright,  with  a 
thick  bill  and  two  dark  marks  on  the  sides  of  its  breast.  It  then  flew  again, 
being  very  shy  (and  was  never  very  approachable  during  its  stay).  Its  wings 
were  very  distinctive,  being  very  broad,  looking  at  times  almost  triangular; 
the  underwing  was  much  darker  than  the  upperwing,  which  had  a narrow 
white  trailing  edge.  That,  and  the  broad  white  outer  tail  feathers  on  a short, 
tail,  made  me  realise  that  I was  watching  a Calandra  Lark  Alelanocorypha 
calandra , a species  that  I had  last  seen  in  Morocco  in  April  1981. 

I then  returned  to  my  home,  and  phoned  Mrs  V.  Ellis,  who  contacted 
some  of  the  other  birders,  and  I met  N.  Hunt  and  J.  A.  Wolstencroft,  who 
rushed  to  the  airport  by  taxi.  I also  then  returned  to  the  airport,  where  all 
assembled  birders  agreed  that  it  was  indeed  a Calandra  Lark. 

The  following  description  is  taken  from  my  notes: 

size  and  structure  Just  larger,  but  bulkier,  claries  than  on  primaries,  where  it  petered 


than  Skylark,  with  broad,  rounded  head,  but 
no  crest.  Often  stood  erect,  making  it  seem 
larger. 

upperparts  General  tone  of  upperparts 
darkish  brown  (darker  than  Skylark),  with 
feather  edgings  sandier.  Primaries,  secon- 
daries and  tertials  darker  than  mantle  and 
wing-coverts.  Short  dark  brown  tail,  with 
prominent  white  outer  tail  feathers.  Crown 
lightly  streaked  with  dark  flecks  bordering 
very  faint  supercilium.  Nape  darker  brown, 
darker  than  ill-defined  pale/tawny  ear- 
coverts.  General  impression  of  a large,  pale- 
faced  lark. 

underparts  Chin,  throat,  breast  and  belly 
all  whitish,  apart  from  two  very  prominent 
black  marks  on  sides  of  lower  neck/upper 
breast.  These  reached  quite  well  around 
breast,  though  did  not  meet;  shape  difficult  to 
assess,  as  they  changed  shape  according  to 
bird’s  posture. 

wings  Upperwings  dark  brown,  with  wing- 
coverts  paler  brown.  Narrow  white  trailing 
edge  to  wings,  more  noticeable  on  secon- 


out.  Underwing  much  blacker,  contrasting 
strongly  with  white  under  body. 
bare  parts  Bill  large  and  thick-based 
(almost  conical),  leaving  very  little  forehead; 
pale  horn-coloured,  culmen  a little  darker. 
Legs  darker  horn.  Eyes  dark. 
behaviour  Generally  shy,  not  allowing  very' 
close  approach.  Often  standing  erect, 
occasionally  raising  wings  and  stretching. 
When  it  flew,  it  began  with  a few  strong 
wing-beats  before  starting  its  more  typical, 
looping  flight,  interspersed  with  occasional 
stiff-winged  glides  on  bowed  wings  (much 
like  a Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos). 
I n flight,  sometimes  dived  to  ground  from  5-8 
m up.  When  feeding,  shuffled  along  ground, 
but  higher  off  the  surface  than  Skylarks. 
voice  No  call  heard  from  ground,  but  nearly 
every  time  it  flew  it  gave  a rattling/jangling 
sound  reminiscent  of  part  of  song  of  Corn 
Bunting  Miliaria  calandra'.  ‘Threeeet’  or 
‘Preeeet’;  this  also  included  in  its  song,  which 
contained  much  mimicry  of  Skylark,  Linnet 
Carduelis  cannabina  and  other  species,  plus 
many  of  its  own  notes,  all  given  in  flight. 


This  bird  stayed  in  this  area  for  four  days,  until  29th  April,  sometimes 
feeding  on  the  adjacent  ploughed  fields.  It  was  seen  by  many  observers 
returning  to  Scilly  for  the  second  weekend  running  (there  had  been  a male 
Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  the  week  before).  This  was  the  third 
record  of  Calandra  Lark  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  previous  two  being  in 
Dorset  on  2nd  April  1961  {Brit.  Birds  55:  44-46)  and  in  Shetland  on  28th 
April  1978  {Brit.  Birds  72:  530),  and  the  first  to  stay  for  more  than  one  day. 

W.  H.  Wagstaff 
16  Ennor  Close , St  Mary’s,  Isles  oj  Scilly , Cornwall  TR21 ONL 
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Magpies  using  telegraph  poles  as  nest  sites  The  Magpie  Pica  pica  nests 
primarily  in  trees,  though  there  are  records  of  nests  on  the  ground  (Felton 
1969)  and  in  rocks  (RatclifTe  1955).  The  use  of  man-made  structures  has 
also  been  recorded  (Holyoak  1967;  Fairhurst  1970;  Tatner  1982),  but  this 
habit  has  never  been  regarded  as  anything  more  than  abnormal.  In 
Ireland,  the  Magpie  first  nested,  in  Co.  Wexford,  in  the  late  seventeenth 
century  (Yarrell  1843),  since  when  it  has  expanded  its  range  and  is  today 
widespread  in  every  county.  It  is  not  known  when  it  began  to  colonise  urban 
areas,  but  the  breeding  density  in  Dublin  City,  Co.  Dublin,  has  increased  at 
an  average  rate  of  12%  per  annum  since  1970  (Hutchinson  1970; 
Kavanagh  1986)  and  is  now  the  highest  in  the  country.  For  several  years. 
Magpies  have  nested  on  telegraph  poles  in  Dublin  City.  In  1981,  I discov- 
ered two  such  nests  within  my  study  area  (Kavanagh  1986).  In  1982,  I 
recorded  eight  nests  on  poles  throughout  the  city:  four  of  the  sites  were  close 
to  apparently  suitable  nesting  trees,  while  the  other  four  had  no  trees  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  In  all  cases,  the  nests  were  constructed  in  the  electricity 
wires  which  form  a right  angle  on  the  junction  poles  connecting  rows  of 
houses  and  other  buildings  to  the  main  line.  The  use  of  telegraph  poles  as 
nest  sites  would  appear  to  be  advantageous  to  Magpies  in  urban  areas 
where  trees  are  lacking;  new  housing  estates  and  other  areas  with  a shortage 
of  trees  could  thus  be  utilised  by  Magpies.  Brendan  Kavanagh 

Biology  Division,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  St  Stephen 's  Green.  Dublin  2. 

Ireland 

REFERENCES 

Fairhurst,  A.  R.  1970.  Magpies  nesting  on  ledges  and  on  a crane.  Brit.  Birds  63:  387. 

Fei.ton,  C.  1 969.  Magpie  nesting  on  ground.  Brit.  Birds  62:  445-446. 

Holyoak,  D.  1967.  Breeding  biology  of  the  Corvidae.  Brit.  Birds  14:  153-168. 

FIutchinson,  C.  D.  1970.  Magpies  in  Dublin  city.  Dublin  and  North  Wicklow  Bird  Report  2:  22-23. 
Kavanagh,  B.  1986.  Ihe  population  dynamics  of  the  Magpie  ( Pica  pica)  in  an  urban  environ- 
ment. Unpublished  PhD  thesis.  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

Ratcliffe,  D.  A.  1955.  Magpies  nesting  in  rocks.  Northwest  Naturalist  N.S.  3:  129. 

Tatner,  P.  1982.  Factors  influencing  the  distribution  of  Magpies  in  an  urban  environment. 
Bird  Study  29:  227-234. 

Yarrell,  W.  1843.  A History  oj  British  Birds,  vol.  2.  London. 


Letters 


Cranes  in  1963,  1982  and  1985  The  comment  in  the  ‘Report  on  rare 
birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1985’  concerning  Crane  Grus  grus  was  partly 
incorrect  (Brit.  Birds  79:  543).  It  stated  that  ‘The  flock  of  71  in  Kent  is  the 
largest  number  recorded  since  the  classic  invasion  year  of  1963  (when  about 
500  passed  over  southern  England  at  the  end  of  October).’  The  invasion 
during  October  1982  was  in  fact  larger  than  that  in  1985:  the  most  seen 
together  was  two  flocks  totalling  73,  but  it  is  possible  that  up  to  192 
individuals  were  invoked  (Brit.  Birds  76:  451-452,  491:  78:  542). 

Sean  McMinn 

Dungeness  Bird  Observatory,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent  TN299NA 
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Hybrids  and  zoos  Though  on  a seemingly  minor  point,  I must  take  issue 
with  James  Hancock’s  letter  (Brit.  Birds  79:  507).  Zoos  (at  least  those  in  the 
USA,  and  1 feel  sure  European  colleagues  will  second  my  opinion)  do  not  ‘go 
in  for’  the  deliberate  production  of  hybrid  birds. 

Zoos  known  to  me,  as  well  as  responsible  private  aviculturists,  strive  to 
avoid  inter-racial  as  well  as  inter-specific  hybrids.  That  some  institutions 
and  individuals  are  careless  with  the  purity  ol  their  stock  may  unfortunately 
be  true,  as  it  may  be  true  that  some  birders  ‘go  in  for'  disturbance  of 
habitats  and  harassment  of  birds  to  add  to  their  lists. 

I hope  that  readers  will  remember  that,  though  their  methods  may  diller, 
many  zoo  personnel  are  as  dedicated  to  wildlife  conservation  as  are  many, 
birders.  As  an  ‘insider’,  1 am  aware  there  are  many  things  that  might  be 
criticised  about  the  management  and  operation  of  zoos,  but  intentional 
production  of  hybrids  is  not  one  ol  them.  \\  illiam  1 odd 

407  NAY.  33rd  Street,  Oklahoma  City , OK  73118 , USA 

Hands  off  our  birds  May  I be  allowed  to  protest  at  the  rapidly  expanding 
use  of  photographs  of  birds  in  the  hand  being  used  in  the  pages  of  British 
Birds ? Yes,  on  rare  occasions  a photograph  of  a bird  in  the  hand  may  be 
useful  for  illustrating  a specific  identification  feature,  but  in  the  great 
majoritv  of  cases  the  shot  is  not  only  unaesthetic,  but  even  unpleasant. 
Hand-held  birds  are  undoubtedly  terrified,  and  their  postures  are 
unnatural  and  never  reveal  anything  of  their  jizz.  The  otherwise  excellent 
feature  on  Parrot  Crossbills  in  Britain  (Brit.  Birds  78:  482-505)  was  marred 
by  no  fewer  than  four  shots  of  hand-held  birds,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
article  was  well  illustrated  with  photographs  of  wild,  unrestrained  birds. 
Similarly,  the  shots  of  Great  Knots  in  the  hand  (Brit.  Birds  79:  123-135) 
were  extremely  unattractive,  and  added  little  to  the  article.  Even  worse,  the 
‘Mystery  photograph’  in  October/November  1986  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plates 
264  & 297),  of  a miserable  warbler  gripped  by  its  legs,  is  not  worthy  of 
consideration  by  any  serious  field  birder,  even  if  of  marginal  interest  to  an 
observatory  ringer.  There  are  now  more  good  photographs  of  wild  birds 
available  than  ever  before,  so  hands  off  our  birds,  please. 

David  Tomlinson 
Windrush , Coles  Lane , Brasted , Wes  ter  ham , Kent  TN16  INN 

We  always  prefer  to  show  a wild  bird  in  its  natural  habitat.  At  times,  however,  such  a 
photograph  is  not  available,  or  a particular  feature  can  be  shown  only  by  an  in-the-hand 
photograph.  Eds 

fitif  pears!  ago... 


‘Though  apparently  there  were  not  so  many  Crossbills  ( Loxia  c.  curvirostra)  breeding  in 
England  in  1912  as  in  1910  and  1911,  nevertheless  in  Suffolk  a fair  number  successfully  got  off 
with  young,  and  one  or  two  nests  met  with  their  usual  fate  of  being  destroyed  by  squirrels.  Ibis 
scarcity  of  birds  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  cone  crop.  I have  heard 
that  they  were  also  quite  absent  on  their  usual  breeding-grounds  in  many  parts  of'Scandinavia 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  spruce  cones.  Should  there  be  a failure  in  the  food-supply  abroad  this 
year,  I think  w'e  may  look  forward  to  a big  immigration  this  autumn,  as  the  Scotch  pines  are 
loaded  with  new  cones,  especially  in  this  district.’  (Brit.  Birds  b:  88,  August  1912) 
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SPECIAL  OFFER 

FOR  TWO  MONTHS 
ONLY 


A free  ‘British  Birds’  binder 

Subscribers  who  want  to  keep  their 
issues  of  BB  together,  neatly  on  their 
bookshelves,  ready  for  instant  reference, 
may  choose  to  have  them  permanently 
bound  each  year  (using  the  form  on  the  cover  of  the  Index)  or  to  buy  a loose 
binder,  available  for  £6.95  post  free. 

As  this  month’s  special  offer,  we  are  giving  away  a free  binder  to  everyone 
who  orders  more  than  £35. 00-worth  of  books  through  British  BirdShop. 

To  claim  your  free  binder,  please  remember  to  tick  the  special  box  on  the 
British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xii  (or  to  mention  your  free  binder  if  you 
place  your  order  by  telephone). 


New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  have  been  added  to 
our  British  BirdShop  list  this  month: 

de  Schauensee  The  Birds  0/  China 

Flint,  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  l SSR 

Hill  & Langsburv  A Field  Guide  In  Photographing  Buds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  forms  on  pages  xi  & xii. 

4th  Italian  Congress  of  Ornithology  This  congress  wi  11  take  place  on  the 
Isle  of  Pantelleria  (in  the  Sicilian  Channel)  during  21st-27th  September 
1987.  Its  themes  are  ( 1 ) Birds  as  ecological  indicators,  (2)  Food  niches,  (3) 
Insular  avifaunas  and  the  importance  of  islands  during  migration,  (4) 
Wintering,  and  (5)  Round  table  discussion  on  ‘Red  Lists  and  conservation 
projects’.  Hotel  accommodation  for  participants  will  cost  50,000  I talian  lire 
per  person  on  a full  board  basis.  Please  contact:  Bruno  Massa.  Institute)  di 
Zoologia,  Via  Archirafi  18,  90123  Palermo,  Italy. 


BB  trip  to  Thailand  1988  The  main  aim  of  this  special  BB  trip  is  to  give 
subscribers  the  chance  to  visit  a marvellous  country  in  the  company  of 
like-minded  birdwatchers.  Everyone  on  the  trip  will  be  a BB  subscriber. 
The  group  will  be  limited  to  a maximum  of  eight  participants,  plus  the 
leader,  Phil  Round  who  lives  in  Bangkok,  and  BB' s Managing  Editor,  Tim 
Sharrock. 

As  participants  in  previous  trips — in  1982,  1986  and  1987  [Brit.  Birds  75: 
231-232;  79:  258-259;  80:  335-336) — will  tell  you,  these  special  BB  groups 
are  very  relaxed,  very  informal  and  a great  deal  of  fun.  Those  who  want  to 
be  birding  solidly  all  day  long  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  but  others  may 
choose  a more  leisurely  routine.  We  do  not  rush  around,  madly  looking  for 
birds  the  whole  time — it  is  not  ‘one  gigantic  twitch',  as  one  participant  once 
feared  before  he  joined  the  group.  We  do  quietly  and  patiently  find  more 
birds  than  other,  larger,  less  evenly  interested  groups.  There  can  be  no 
better  ornithological  leader  than  Phil  Round.  We  believe  that  there's  no 
more  relaxed  or  enjoyable  way  of  seeing  Thailand — and  its  resident  and 
wintering  Siberian  birds — than  to  become  part  of  a BB  group. 

We  shall  not  be  ‘roughing  it’  (we  stay  in  good  hotels),  but  the  price  will  be 
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as  cheap  as  we  can  make  it  ( British  Birds  will  aim  to  recover  costs,  but  not 
make  any  profit),  and  we  shall  follow  our  practice  of  giving  a refund  if  the 
expenses  prove  to  have  been  less  than  expected. 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  the  BB  trip  to  Thailand  in  March  1988, 
please  write  NO W to  BB  Thai  tour  1988,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  revised  size  requirements 

For  the  1988  competition,  the  sizes  of  drawings  should  be  as  follows: 

18.6  cm  wide  X 20.8  cm  deep 
16.35  cm  wide  X 6.9  cm  deep 
8. 1 cm  wide  X 6.0  cm  deep 
24.8  cm  w ide  X 27.75  cm  deep  (for  publication  at  half  this  size) 

Before  entering  this  competition,  please  read  the  full  rules  carefully. 
These  will  be  repeated  in  the  January  1988  issue,  but  were  last  published  in 
January  this  year  {Brit.  Birds  80:  21). 

Replacement  pages  The  right-hand  side  of  table  2 in  the  recent  paper  on 
‘Identification  of  large  terns’  was  printed  too  close  to  the  left-hand  side  of 
page  271.  This  will  result  in  the  first  words  on  every  line  being  lost  if  the 
issues  are  bookbound.  We  have,  therefore,  arranged  for  the  four-page 
section  271-272/281-282  to  be  printed  properly  and  supplied  to  our  binders, 
Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  Ltd.  These  will  be  substituted  for  the  mis- 
printed pages  when  you  send  your  complete  volume  in  for  binding  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Reviews 


j-  (for  publication  at  two-thirds  these  sizes) 


The  Bird-Table  Game,  Ed-U-Games,  Newton  Abbot,  1986.  £9.99. 
(Second  edition,  available  from  September  1987,  will  be  £13.99.) 

A board  game  on  garden  birds?  My  initial  sceptical  reactions  were  quickly  dispelled.  First,  I 
was  impressed  with  the  quality  of  the  packaging  and  the  wipe-clean  board  and  cards. 
Secondly,  the  artwork  was  very  good;  not  surprising,  as  the  artist  was  Chris  Rose,  British  Birds 
Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  in  1986.  Thirdly,  the  rules  were  refreshingly  simple,  so  the  game 
appealed  to  the  whole  family  aged  over  4 years. 

Dice  are  used,  but  players  may  choose  their  route  around  the  board,  slowly  and  steadily 
accumulating — or  sometimes  losing — point  cards  (rather  like  ‘Monopoly’  money).  Extra 
points  are  earned  for  correct  answers  to  ornithological  questions  which  vary  from  ‘Point  to  a 
picture  of  a Chaffinch’  (5  points)  to  ‘Describe  how  a Red-legged  Partridge  usually  avoids 
danger’  (15  points).  These  harder  questions,  however,  may  be  kept  in  reserve  to  replace  the 
simple  questions  as  the  players  become  more  familiar  with  the  game.  On  average,  a game 
lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  with  four  players. 

Beginners  to  birdwatching  need  not  be  handicapped;  indeed,  such  players  will  enjoy 
learning  a lot  of  facts  about  50  relatively  common  species.  More  experienced  players,  both  of 
the  game  and  of  the  subject,  will  probably  indulge  in  gamesmanship! 

I suspect  the  game  may  have  a longer-lasting  appeal  to  the  younger  players  than  to  adults, 
but  Ed-U-Games  deserve  success  for  a production  which  stands  well  against  most  competitors 
and  will  help  to  promote  a greater  interest  in  birds  amongst  the  general  public. 

Peter  Holden 

Eskimo  Curlew:  a vanishing  species?  By  J.  B.  Gollop,  T.  W.  Barry  and 
E.  H.  Iversen.  Saskatchewan  Natural  History  Society,  Regina,  1986.  160 
pages;  20  black-and-white  plates;  7 maps;  5 black-and-white  drawings. 
Paperback,  Can  $9.00. 
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I his  admirable  book  is  a complete  history  of  the  Eskimo  Curlew  Numenius  borealis , from 
Columbus  s time  to  a record  of  six  (presented  without  comment  on  its  veracity)  on  Kendall 
Island,  Mackenzie  Delta,  on  1 Oth  July  1985.  Current  status,  field  identification, 
nomenclature,  and  the  life  history  of  the  species  are  among  the  topics  covered,  the  authors 
drawing  together  a vast  amount  ol  information  which  v.as  previously  scattered  and  difficult  of 
access.  Illustrations  include  photographs  of  two  individuals  in  Texas  in  1962,  maps  and 
photographs  ol  localities,  and  even  a still  from  the  Hanna-Barbera  cartoon  film,  Last  of  the 
Curlews. 

A fascinating  section,  containing  material  previously  unpublished,  deals  with  two  nest- 
searches  a century  apart.  Roderick  Ross  MacFarlane,  to  whom  the  book  is  dedicated,  recorded 
much  about  the  breeding  biology  of  the  species  during  explorations  of  the  Anderson  River  area 
in  the  1860s.  During  1981-84,  searches  of  MacFarlane’s  exact  localities  using  helicopters  and 
tape-recordings  (ironically  of  the  calls  of  Little  Whimbrel  N.  minulus ) revealed  no  Eskimo 
Curlews,  but  many  Whimbrels  N.  phaeopus,  a species  w hich  appears  to  have  colonised  since 
MacFarlane’s  day.  Despite  this,  the  authors  are  optimistic  that  there  is  a viable  breeding 
population  in  some  at-present-unknown  area. 

1 he  bulk  of  the  book  reports  the  yearly  cycle  of  the  Eskimo  Curlew,  in  historical  and  recent 
times,  in  turn  for  each  of  the  71  provinces,  states  or  nations  in  w hich  the  species  is  know  n to 
have  occurred.  This  report  is  built  primarily  on  quotations  from  some  300  people,  and  on  dates 
and  places  of  occurrence.  The  single  Irish  and  seven  British  reports  (one  questionable)  are 
listed,  two  vrith  anecdotes  from  the  collectors.  The  final  section  is  a bibliography  containing 
about  600  references. 

This  book  is  thoroughly  to  be  recommended  as  an  authoritative  and  exhaustive  treatise  on 
this  little-know  n and  extremely  rare  bird.  As  the  foreword  points  out,  its  extinction  has  been 
treated  as  a foregone  conclusion  for  decades,  but  has  not  happened  yet.  Publicity  about  the 
plight  of  the  Whooping  Crane  Grus  americana  in  1953-54  was  instrumental  in  securing 
conservation  measures.  Let  us  hope  that  this  excellent  monograph  can  do  the  same  for  the 
Eskimo  Curlew'.  ] . H.  Marchant 


The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas.  By  Geoffrey  Kelly.  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Naturalists’  Society,  Norwich.  1986.  144  pages;  29-line-drawings;  130 
maps.  Paperback,  £5.00. 

Following  a now  familiar  mapping  technique,  124  species  are  shown  for  the  1 ,500  tetrads  (2  X 
2 km  squares)  in  Norfolk  as  either  absent,  or  hav  ing  possible,  probable  or  confirmed  breeding 
status.  A further  32  species  are  listed  without  maps,  mostly  for  security  reasons,  and  it  is  a pity 
that  such  typical  East  Anglian  gems  as  Bittern.  Marsh  Harrier,  Stone-curlew  and  Woodlark 
have  had  to  be  included  in  this  category.  Whether  or  not  you  agree  that  this  approach  is 
over-cautious,  it  is  still  a sad  reflection  on  today's  situation  that  the  organisers  felt  this  action 
necessary  . Two  scarce  breeders.  Little  Tern  and  Sparrowhawk,  are  mapped  on  a 10-km  basis. 
For  the  latter,  comparison  betw  een  the  status  in  the  BTO/IWC  Breeding  Atlas  (1976)  and  the 
current  period  show's  little  change  in  recovery,  a trend  happily  not  reflected  elsewhere.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  future  expressed  for  the  Norfolk  Barn  Owls  is  far  more  encouraging  than  in  mv 
own  county  of  Bedfordshire. 

Supporting  the  species  maps  are  others  showing  the  main  natural  history  regions,  the 
built-up  areas,  the  waterways  and  principal  woodlands,  although  surprisingly  there  is  no  text 
to  elaborate  on  these  subjects  and  their  effect  on  species  distribution. 

There  are  line-drawings  for  29  of  the  species,  and.  in  the  absence  of  any  photographs,  these 
mostly  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  book.  For  several  species,  how  ev  er,  each  incidentally 
allocated  a full  page,  about  25%  of  the  space  has  been  left  blank.  It  also  seems  regrettable  that 
not  one  of  the  many  Norfolk  bird  artists  has  enhanced  the  pages  with  their  work. 

Another  minor  criticism  is  that  the  lines  outlining  the  coast  and  the  10-km  squares  are  too 
bold  and  this  obscures  some  of  the  distributions,  particularly  those  with  a coastal  bias  such  as 
Avocet,  Fulmar  and  Stonechat. 

Mention  of  the  fact  that  61,000  records  were  submitted  by  a total  of  over  200  observers 
understates  the  task  that  has  been  achieved.  Although  the  tetrads  with  the  highest  species 
richness  are.  as  expected,  in  the  Brecks.  the  Broadlands  and  along  the  well-watched  north 
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coast,  the  coverage  of  the  county  as  a whole  was  very  thorough.  The  organisers  must  be 
particularly  grateful  to  those  observers  who  each  covered  over  100  tetrads. 

Certainly  those  involved  in  the  publication  of  this  survey,  which  covered  the  years  1980-85, 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  producing  the  book  so  soon  after  the  end  of  the  census  period.  As 
some  15  years  have  passed  since  the  completion  of  the  BTO/IWC  National  Survey,  however,  I 
would  have  liked  to  have  seen  more  comparisons  drawn  between  population  distributions  for 
the  tv/o  survey  periods. 

For  the  hundreds  of  birders  who  live  in  or  visit  Norfolk,  which  arguably  vies  with  Kent  for 
the  claim  of  being  our  most  important  ornithological  county,  it  is  worth  spending  £5.00  on  this 
economically  produced  book.  For  me,  it  has  also  whetted  my  appetite  for  perhaps  a more 
complete  review  of  the  birds  ofNorfolk.  Barry  Nightingale 


The  Birds  of  Israel.  By  Uzi  Paz.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987.  264” 
pages;  60  colour  photographs;  black-and-white  line-drawings.  £19.95. 

It  may  not  be  entirely  appropriate  to  use  this  cliche,  but  Israel,  and  more  especially  Eilat,  at 
the  head  of  the  Red  Sea,  has  become  something  of  a Mecca  for  British  (and  European) 
ornithologists  in  recent  years.  Eilat  is  recognised  as  one  of  the  finest  sites  in  the  world  for 
observing  raptor  migration,  but  one  can  also  see  there  a tremendous  variety  of  migrant  birds, 
especially  in  spring,  attracted  to  the  saltpans,  kibbutz  fields  and  adjoining  date-palm  groves 
just  inland  from  the  holiday  beaches.  Add  to  these  the  presence  of  many  breeding  species 
whose  range  extends  from  Arabia  or  Africa  to  reach  their  western  or  northern  limits  in 
southern  Israel,  and  it  can  readily  be  seen  why  birders  find  the  area  so  attractive. 

One  major  drawback  to  birding  in  Israel  has  always  been  the  lack  of  a good  book.  With  so 
many  birds  unfamiliar  to  European  birders,  and  the  constant  chance  of  something  entirely 
new  turning  up,  there  was  the  continuous  frustration  of  not  being  able  to  put  one’s  observa- 
tions into  their  proper  context.  Admittedly  Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow  (1972,  The  Birds  of  Britain 
and  Europe , with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East)  gave  some  help,  though  there  were  many  errors 
affecting  Israeli  birds,  particularly  in  the  maps,  but  also  in  some  of  the  plates. 

Now,  at  last,  all  that  frustration  is  a thing  of  the  past.  Here  is  a bang-up-to-date 
(observations  from  1985  included),  comprehensive  and  beautifully  illustrated  book  that 
no-one  visiting  Israel  or  contemplating  a visit  there  should  be  without.  Indeed,  such  is  its 
quality  and  general  level  of  informativeness,  plus  a superb  collection  of  colour  photographs, 
that  this  is  a book  which  should  certainly  have  an  even  wider  appeal  than  that. 

An  all-too-brief  introduction  takes  one  through  the  different  groups  of  birds  (resident  in 
summer  or  winter,  passage  migrants,  and  accidentals),  the  major  habitats,  geographical 
distribution,  the  influence  of  man,  birds  as  pests,  and  the  current  status  of  ornithological 
research.  Much  is  being  done  in  this  last  category,  not  least  the  organised  study  of  the  simply 
vast  numbers  of  raptors  which  pass  through  in  spring  and  autumn.  The  ‘official1  total  is  up  to  a 
million,  but  it  could  easily  be  two  or  three  times  that  figure.  The  breeding  and  wintering 
populations  of  birds  of  prey  are,  however,  much  less  numerous,  and  have  suffered  very  severely 
from  the  use  of  agricultural  pesticides.  These  are  still  in  use,  albeit  in  reduced  amounts,  and 
some  species  are  making  a slow  recovery,  though  a few  have  been  lost  altogether. 

The  bulk  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  a detailed  systematic  list.  Each  family  is  introduced  with 
information  on  its  world  status  and  distribution,  and  general  characteristics.  Each  species 
account  begins  with  information  on  size  and  weight,  and  some  identification  pointers.  Feeding 
and  breeding  habits,  numbers  and  distribution  are  covered  in  considerable  detail,  with 
localities  and  count  totals  where  available.  For  the  rarities,  precise  details  are  given  of  dates 
and  places,  though  these  are  not  always  quite  up  to  date.  For  instance,  the  Citrine  Wagtail  is 
noted  as  a rare  accidental,  but  is  actually  now  known  to  be  a regular  migrant  and  probably  a 
w inter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Another  sign  of  how  quickly  knowledge  of  Israeli  birds  is 
growing  is  that  information  is  given  concerning  470  species,  but  the  Israeli  list  currently  stands 
at  485.' 

I should  have  liked  much  fuller  introductory  chapters,  but — the  minor  criticisms  apart — 
this  is  a model  of v.'hat  a country  avifauna  should  be  like.  It  was  originally  written  in  Hebrew', 
and  has  been  rendered  into  excellent  English.  The  colour  photographs,  60  of  them,  and  all  by 
Yossi  Eshbol,  include  many  of  exceptional  quality;  that  of  the  Cream-coloured  Courser  being 
one  of  my  favourites.  M.  A.  Ogilvie 
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Alike  Everett  and  Robin  Rrytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


181.  Country  Life/ RSNC  County  Birdwatch.  Winning  ‘Lancashire  Hot  Spots'  team:  left  to 
right,  Joyce  Coates,  Judith  Riley,  Malcolm  Rimmer,  and  team-leader  Steve  Riley  (David 

Tomlinson) 


‘Country  Life’/RSNC  County  Birdwatch 

Over  £ 15,000  for  the  British  Wildlife  Appeal: 
that  was  the  grand  total  of  sponsorship 
money  raised  by  nearly  350  birdwatchers 
taking  part  during  the  weekend  of  16th/ 17th 
May  in  Britain’s  biggest-ever  birdwatch, 
organised  by  Connin'  Life  magazine  and  the 
Royal  Society  for  Nature  Conservation. 

The  ‘Lancashire  Hot  Spots’  team  ofSteve 
& Judith  Riley,  Malcolm  Rimmer  and  Joyce 
Coates  (plate  181)  recorded  140  different 
bird  species.  This  gave  them  a winning  total 
of  89.74%  of  their  target  figure  of  156,  set  by 
the  judges,  who  included  Bill  Oddie.  At  a 
special  award  presentation  ceremony  at 
Rutland  Water  Nature  Centre  on  ‘24th  May, 
they  received  the  Country  Lije  Barn  Owl 
trophy,  plus  £500. 

Wiltshire  had  the  highest  percentage  for 
an  inland  county  (86.40%).  The  ‘Great 
Bustards’  team  from  that  county — Nigel 
Pleass,  Paul  Castle,  Richard  Bratson  and 


Linda  Cady — recorded  108  species.  They 
won  the  ‘Country  Life  Books'  trophv,  plus 
£300. 

The  highest-scoring  team  nationwide,  for 
the  second  year  running,  was  the  North 
Norfolk  & Norwich  team — Bryan  Bland. 
Pete  Milford,  Nigel  Mears  and  Dr  Moss 
Taylor.  They  saw  or  heard  155  species,  one 
better  than  their  West  Norfolk  rivals.  This 
gave  them  81.15%.  They  won  the  Collins 
Publishers  award,  plus  £250.  After  receiving, 
as  part  of  their  prize,  a copy  of  the  latest 
Collins  field  guide,  Bryan  Bland  commented 
‘We’d  have  done  better  if  we’d  had  this 
earlier — there  were  quite  a lot  of  species  that 
we  saw  but  couldn't  identify.’ 

Greater  Peterborough  Ornithologists 
Group,  operating  in  Huntingdonshire  and 
Peterborough,  pedalled  their  cycles  into  the 
new  non-motorised  category.  From  their 
saddles.  Chris  Small,  Andy  Frost.  Richard 
Jones  and  George  Matthew'  spotted  107 
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species,  to  total  77.54%.  They  won  the 
Swarovski  prize,  a pair  of Swarovski  binoculars, 
plus  £ 100. 

The  most  sponsorship  money  (over 
£2,000)  was  raised  by  Dorset’s  ‘Purbeck 
Activity  Holidays’  team.  Hamish  Murray, 
Mark  Constantine,  Dick  Burt  and  Tasie 
Russell  recorded  136  species  (82.42%).  They 
won  the  Barbour  Mallard  trophy,  plus  £500. 

The  cash  prizes  go  directly  to  the  county 
trusts  of  the  winning  counties,  so  this  popular 
competition  provides  not  only  a lot  of  fun  for 
the  entrants  (over  300  birdwatchers  in  84 
teams),  but  also  over  £1,500  for  county 
wildlife  trusts,  as  well  as  the  £15,000 
sponsorship  money.  Well  done,  all  con- 
cerned! (JTRS ) 

‘Interwader’  This  East  Asia/Pacific  Shore- 
bird  Study  Programme  was  set  up  in  1983  to 
examine  the  threats  to  both  coastal  wetlands 
and  waders  in  Southeast  Asia,  and  also  the 
migration  of  these  species  through  the  area. 
The  annual  report  for  1985  has  an  eyecatch- 
ing photograph  of  Asiatic  Dowitchers 
Limnodromus  semipalmatus  in  breeding 
plumage  on  the  front  cover.  It  summarises 
the  operations  in  that  year,  provides  a list  of 
more  detailed  reports  published  during  the 
year,  and  will  be  of  interest  to  enthusiasts  of 
both  waders  and  the  birds  of  Southeast  Asia. 

Wetland  surveys  in  Sarawak,  south  Thai- 
land, Indonesia,  Sumatra  and  Sabah  are 
described;  wader  counts  were  made  in  Hong 
Kong,  Thailand,  west  Malaysia,  Brunei, 
Sarawak  and  Indonesia. 

The  report  is  available,  for  US$5  airmail 
or  US$3  surface  mail,  from  Interwader,  P.O. 
Box  10769,  50724  Kuala  Lumpur,  West 
Malaysia.  [Contributed  by  Dr  R.  / . Chandler ) 

‘Bird  Life’  wins  award  Any  birdwatcher 
who  has  seen  Bird  Lije  knows  what  a splendid 
magazine  it  is.  Nov.'  it  has  won  recognition 
from  the  magazine  publishing  industry  in  the 
prestigious  Periodical  Publishers  Association 
Awards  for  Editorial  Excellence  for  1986.  It 
was  named  jointly  with  Country  Living  as 
‘Consumer  Periodical  of  the  Year’.  That  the 
magazine  of  the  RSPB’s  Young  Ornitholo- 
gists’ Club  gained  this  title  against 
competition  from  the  major  magazine  pub- 
lishers is  a great  credit  to  the  RSPB  staff, 
particularly  the  Editor,  Rob  Hume  (well 
known  for  his  many  BB  contributions),  and 
the  Designer,  Phil  Cottier.  Icing  was  added 
to  the  cake  by  Phil’s  special  commendation  in 
the  PPA  ‘Designer  of  the  Year’  competition. 
( Contributed  by  Nicholas  Hammond) 


Algarve  Wjnter  Atlas  The  English  version 
of  the  Winter  Bird  Atlas  for  the  Western 
Algarve,  covering  the  area  from  Messines  to 
the  west  coast,  is  now  available.  It  includes 
over  90  pages  of  maps  and  descriptions  of  the 
distribution  and  abundance  of  each  of  the 
144  species  recorded;  maps  also  show  the 
distribution  of  the  major  habitat  types  and 
correlations  with  bird  distribution.  Copies, 
price  £3.50  including  postage,  are  available 
from  The  Warden,  A Rocha  Bird  Observa- 
tory, ‘Cruzinha’,  Mexilhoeira  Grande,  8500 
Portimao,  Portugal;  the  annual  Bird  Report 
(£2.50)  and  information  on  the  Observatory 
can  be  obtained  from  the  same  address. 

Grapevine  merger  Steve  Gantlett  tells  us 
that  ‘The  Bird  Information  Service’  has 
merged  with  ‘Birdline’,  so  twitchers  now 
have  the  ultimate  news-gathering  service. 
Nev.'s  efficiency  v.ill  be  increased,  but,  per- 
haps even  more  importantly,  the  existence  of 
just  one  national  bird  news  organisation  will 
facilitate  more  efficient  liaison  with  the 
RSPB,  reserve  wardens  and  landowners.  For 
details  of  BIS,  its  rare  bird  answerphone 
system,  ‘Birdline’,  and  Twitching  magazine, 
write  to  BIS,  Appletree  Cottage,  Marshside, 
Brancaster,  King’s  Lynn,  Norfolk  PE31  8AD, 
or  call  Brancaster  (0485)  210349.  [JTRS) 

OBC  Netherlands  meeting  The  Oriental 
Bird  Club  held  its  first  meeting  outside  the 
UK  this  spring,  in  Leiden,  the  Netherlands. 
About  50  members  gathered  at  the  Rijks- 
museum  on  21st  February  1987  to  hear  an 
excellent  selection  of  talks,  three  of  which 
focused  on  Indonesia  and  its  birds. 

Arnoud  van  den  Berg  opened  with  an 
innovative  presentation  on  Thailand, 
Malaya,  and  Sulawesi,  home  of  nearly  a 
hundred  endemics,  which  was  illustrated 
with  magnificent  slides  and  accompanied  by 
superb  and  atmospheric  sound  recordings. 
The  endemic  thread  was  maintained  by  Rene 
Dekker  in  a lucid  account  of  the  breeding 
biology  and  conservation  measures  being 
taken  for  the  Maleo  Fowl  Macrocephalon  maleo, 
a severely  threatened  megapode  chiefly  re- 
stricted to  the  northern  peninsula  of 
Sulawesi. 

After  lunch,  members  reassembled  to  hear 
Dave  Farrow  tell  of  an  extraordinary  trip 
across  eastern  Tibet.  Frank  Rozendaal  gave 
the  fourth  talk,  on  the  birds  of  the  Sangihe, 
Talaud  and  Tannimbar  Islands.  That  these 
islands  had  previously  been  cursorily  ex- 
plored was  illustrated  by  a slide  of  a species 
new  to  science,  Cettia  Carolina,  collected  and 
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described  as  common  on  one  of  the  Tannim- 
bar  Islands. 

All  in  all,  this  OBC  Netherlands  meeting 
was  a delightful  day  at  the  cutting  edge  of 
Oriental  ornithology.  The  20  or  so  OBC 
members  from  the  UK  were  warmly  wel- 
comed and  taken  around  some  of  the  excellent 
birding  sites  in  the  north  of  Holland  the  follow- 
ing day. 

The  OBC  can  be  contacted  c/o  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SO  19  2DI.. 

National  Footpath  Survey  Recent  surveys 
of  footpaths  by  a number  of  voluntary  organi- 
sations have  shown  that  there  are  recurring 
problems  of  obstruction,  lack  of  maintenance 
and  poor  signposting.  Nov.',  with  renewed 
interest  in  this  aspect  of  our  national  heritage 
and  public  rights,  including  those  of  horse- 
riders  and  cyclists,  the  Countryside  Commis- 
sion is  aiming  to  carry  out  a sample  survey  to 
produce  an  accurate  picture  of  the  entire  net- 
work. Further  details  from  Peter  Trevelyan, 
Travers  Morgan  Planning,  136  Long  Acre, 
London  VVC2E  9AF,.  ( habitat ) 

New  NCC  Director  The  Nature  Conser- 
vancy Council’s  first  Director  (Services)  at 
Great  Britain  HQ  is  Dr  Derek  Langslow,  who 
took  up  his  appointment  on  1st  April.  He  has 
been  NCC’s  Assistant  Chief  Scientist  tor  three 
years,  having  previously  been  the  first  Senior 
Ornithologist.  ( habitat ) 

Oh  to  be  in  . . . Hong  Kong  in  April.  Mike 
Rogers  has  sent  us  a postcard  from  the  ‘China 
Cranewatch  1987"  team  with  news  of  flocks  of 
up  to  60  Asiatic  Dowitchers  Limnodromus  semi- 
palrnatus,  eight  Nordmann’s  Greenshanks  Tringa 
guttifer , eight  Spoon-billed  Sandpipers  Eury- 
norhynchus  pygmeus,  and  40  other  wader 
species.  The  writers  apparently  dipped  out 
on  what  was  probably  Asia’s  first  Cox’s 
Sandpiper  Calidris paramelanotos.  Oh  well! 

The  late  Ian  Lyster  The  death  of  Ian  Lyster 
in  late  April,  after  a long  illness,  came  as  a 
sad  blow  to  ornithology  in  Scotland.  Ian  was 
a staunch  SOC  member  of  long  standing,  but 
will  be  remembered  most  for  his  work  in  the 
bird  room  at  the  Royal  Museum  of  Scotland 
in  Edinburgh,  where  he  did  so  much  to  bring 
the  collection  and  its  displays  up-to-date  and 
to  restore  something  of  the  famous  historical 
associations  between  museum  and  field-men 
in  Scotland.  His  delightful  sense  of  humour 
will  be  missed  too — which,  I always  thought, 
had  at  least  part  of  its  basis  in  his  wry 
amusement  at  being  a marine  biologist  by- 


training and  an  ornithologist  by  profession. 
As  a wise  and  genial  companion  in  the  field, 
he  was  second  to  none,  whether  we  were 
attempting  to  count  Pinkfeet  on  a gloomy 
winter  afternoon,  trudging  the  Forth  shore- 
line in  the  worst  of  the  winter  weather,  or 
laying  telephone  cables  in  metre-deep  snow 
at  Loch  Garten.  Our  deepest  sy  mpathy  goes 
to  his  widow,  Margaret,  and  their  two  sons. 
(ME) 

Gould  library  sold  The  bound  librarv  of 
the  renowned  bird  artist  John  Gould  (1804- 
1881)  was  sold  in  16  lots  at  Sotherbv’s  in 
April  for  a staggering  £397,485.  His  Birds  oj 
Australia  alone  fetched  £121,000,  and  his 
acknowledged  masterpiece,  The  Family  oj 
Hummingbirds , £49,500;  The  Birds  oj  Asia  real- 
ised £38,500. 

William  Hutton  Riddell  I n contrast  to 
Gould,  Riddell  (1880-1947)  was  a talented 
artist  who  has  somehow  almost  been  forgot- 
ten: Donnie  Macdonald  has  brought  him  to 
our  notice,  mentioning  that  he  was  not  in- 
cluded in  Nicholas  Hammond’s  Twentieth 
Century  Wildlife  Artists  (it  transpires  that  NH 
was  unaware  of  his  existence)  and  did  not 
feature  in  the  international  ‘Animals  in  Art 
Exhibition’  in  Toronto  in  1975.  He  is  pro- 
bably best  known  for  his  coloured  plates  in 
Abel  Chapman’s  last  three  volumes.  The 
Borders  and  Beyond , Retrospect  and  Memories ; 
David  Evans  offered  nine  of  his  small  w ater- 
colours for  sale  in  1974.  If  anyone  else  knows 
of  the  existence  of  any  of  Riddell's  works,  we 
should  be  grateful  to  receiv  e details. 

Cheshire  checklist  .1  Checklist  of  the  Birds  oj 
Cheshire  and  Wirral  is  well  worth  hav  ing,  since 
it  is  the  first  comprehensive,  annotated  list 
for  the  area,  and  since  the  proceeds  from  sales 
will  go  towards  publication  costs  of  the 
Cheshire  Breeding  Birds  Atlas.  It  is  available 
(for  £1  plus  a second-class  stamp)  from  Steve 
Barber,  14  Thornfield  Grove,  C.headle 
Hulme.  Stockport  SK86AZ. 

European  waders  The  Wader  Study 
Group  has  produced  a Special  Supplement  to 
their  Bulletin  series  (no.  48)  entitled  Breeding 
Waders  in  Europe.  Compiled  for  them  by 
Theunis  Piersma.  it  reviews  population  esti- 
mates (including  those  for  Svalbard,  north 
and  east  Greenland  and  Ellesmere  Island) 
for  37  species,  and  includes  an  important 
bibliography  listing  no  fewer  than  3,356 
entries.  The  arrangement  of  the  bibliography 
is  a little  cumbersome  (although,  to  be  fair. 
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this  was  probably  dictated  by  financial  con- 
straints) and  there  may  be  one  or  two  small 
discrepancies  in  the  information  on  popula- 
tions, but  all  in  all  this  is  a most  useful  sum- 
mary and  reference  source  for  a group  ol 
birds  whose  literature  is  already  becoming 
very  difficult  to  research  and  handle.  Copies 
are  available  (price  £5.00  including  p & p) 
from  the  Wader  Study  Group,  c/o  Dr  S.  R. 
Baillie,  8 Little  London,  Whitchurch,  near 
Aylesbury,  Buckinghamshire  HP22  4LE. 


The  Rock^Vren  . . . We  are  indebted  to  The 
Times  (13th  April  1987)  for  the  new  informa- 
tion that  ‘Wrens  normally  sculpt  in  bramble 
and  ferns  . . .’ 

. . . and  other  boobs  Robin  Stride  has  sent 
us  a cutting  from  the  Daily  Telegraph  (1st  May 
1987)  describing  how  a selfless  young  lady 
rescued  two  Moorhen’s  eggs  from  a deserted 
nest  and  proceeded  to  incubate  them  in  her 
bra.  The  eventual  outcome  is  not  known . 


Monthly 
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Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


cg/X 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  April  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

For  the  first  1 1 days  of  the  month,  a low- 
pressure  area  covered  Britain  and  Ireland 
giving  cool  and  changeable  weather.  Easterly 
winds  were  frequent  over  England  and  Scot- 
land, except  in  the  south.  From  12th,  an  anti- 
cyclone to  the  southwest  began  to  influence 
the  weather,  and,  when  the  centre  of  pressure 
moved  to  the  east  after  17th,  temperatures 
rose  as  warmer  Continental  air  arrived  from 
the  south.  Southeasterlies  became  established 
until  pressure  declined  by  29th,  when  cool 
southwesterlies  returned. 

Spring  migration 

Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  reported  ‘an 
exceptional  April  passage  with  early  dates  for 
many  species  of  summer  migrant’,  while  just 
up  the  coast  at  Spurn  (Humberside)  it  was 
‘the  best  April  ever  for  common  summer 


migrants — more  like  the  mid-1960s  but 
better’.  This  picture  was  widely  repeated, 
though  some  species  such  as  Swallows 
Hirundo  rustica  and  House  Martins  Delichon 
urbica  remained  rather  scarce.  There  was  a 
large  arrival  in  Orkney  on  4th  of  Robins 
Erilhacus  rubecula , Goldcrests  Regulus  regulus 
and  Dunnocks  Prunella  /nodularis — the  fol- 
lowing  day  there  were  200  on  Fair  Isle 
(Shetland),  the  island’s  second  highest  count 
of  this  species — as  well  as  Yellowhammers 
Emberiza  citrinella  and  several  Mistle 
Thrushes  Turdus  viscivorus , including  a 
record  count  of  23  on  4th,  and  the  island’s 
first  two  Great  Tits  Parus  major  for  five  years. 
The  weather  clearly  suited  migrant  thrushes 
in  the  first  week,  especially  on  5th  and  6th, 
when  Ring  Ouzels  T.  torquatus  (plate  182) 
appeared  widely,  including  six  on  Blows 
Dow  ns  (Bedfordshire),  and  there  was  a huge 
fall  of  Wheatears  Oenanthe  oenanthe  along  the 
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Cumbrian  coast,  with  250  on  Walney  Island 
and  70  in  one  field  near  Workington.  Black 
Redstarts  Phoenicians  ochruros  were  also 
involved:  30  were  seen  along  the  east  Kent 
coast,  Spurn  had  an  all-time  record  of  27  on 
5th,  and  there  were  at  least  15  at  Landguard 
(Suffolk)  on  7th.  Bluethroats  Luscinia  svecica 
ol  the  white-spotted  race  cyanecula  occurred  at 
Minnis  Bay,  Reculver  (Kent),  on  4th, 
Minsmere  (Suffolk),  Havergate  (Suffolk) 
and  Gobowen  (Shropshire)  on  5th,  this  last 
one  sadly  dead,  while  the  same  day  a red- 
spotted  individual  of  the  nominate  race  was 
at  Rimac  (Lincolnshire),  with  another  on 
Holy  Island  (Northumberland),  and  the 
previous  day  a ‘spotless’  Bluethroat  was  at 
Flamborough  (Humberside).  Also  involved 
in  this  early-month  movement  were  Fire- 
crests  Re gulus  ignicapillus.  Early  reports  of 
Swifts  Apus  apus  included  four  together  over 
Llantwit  Major  (South  Glamorgan)  on  9th. 

A second  wave  of  Ring  Ouzels  appeared 
on  17th  and  18th,  v%'ith  over  20  between 
Sheringham  and  Weybourne  (Norfolk) 
alone,  and  many  other  species  arrived  in 
force.  Gibraltar  Point  recorded  34  new 
species  for  the  year  between  14th  and  24th. 
An  early  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa 
striata  v.'as  seen  at  Hundred  House  (Pow'ys) 
on  23rd.  There  was  a further  large  movement 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  with  many  common 
migrants  in  the  south.  Landguard  recorded  a 
minimum  of  75  Whitethroats  Sylvia  communis 
and  20  Blackcaps  S.  atricapilla  on  26th,  and 
75  Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla  flava  passed 
through  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  that  day. 
Great  Saltee  (Co.  Wexford)  had  ten  Tree 
Pipits  Anthns  trivia/is,  an  unprece- 
dented Irish  count,  on  25th.  and  there  were 
175  Wheatears  on  Fair  Isle  on  28th.  There 
182.  Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus  Merseyside. 

April  1987  (Sieve  Young) 


was  a ‘massive  passage’  of  Greenfinches 
Carduelis  chloris  through  Landguard  during 
the  month,  where  they  trapped  770.  inclu- 
ding tw  o bearing  Jersey  rings. 

Oddities  and  scarce  migrants 

Fair  Isle  had  yet  another  first,  at  least  for 
Shetland,  in  the  form  of  a Magpie  Pica  pica 
from  22nd  to  25th.  Earlier,  there  had  been 
one  on  North  Ronaldsay.  the  first  Orkney 
record  for  1 1 years,  to  be  followed  by  two 
more  on  Sanday.  A Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus  at 
C.rail  on  the  Fife  coast  on  1 1 th  bore  a Sw  edish 
ring,  and  a Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea  at  Gibral- 
tar Point  on  25th  was  another  first.  Several 
reports  of  Hawfinches  Coccothraustes  cocco- 
thraustes  along  the  English  east  coast  suggest 
migrants,  while  four  Bullfinches  Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula  of  the  northern,  nominate  race  on 
Orkney  on  4th,  and  five  on  Fair  Isle  on  5th 
were  undoubtedly  so.  A Nightingale 
Luscinia  megarhynchos  found  dead  at  New- 
burgh (Grampian)  on  30th  was  a long  way- 
north. 

Scarce  migrants  included  Ortolan  Bunt- 
ings Emberiga  hortulana  at  Alexandra  Palace 
(London),  Salthouse  (Norfolk),  Covenham 
Reservoir  (Lincolnshire),  and  the  Calf  of 
Man.  all  in  the  last  week;  a few  Tawny 
Pipits  Anthus  campestris  in  the  southeast;  and 
several  English  Serins  Serinus  serinus — the 
Wells  (Norfolk)  male  returned  on  18th  for  its 
fourth  summer — eclipsed  by  more  than  50  on 
Jersey  by  the  start  of  the  month;  there  w as  a 
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183-185.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo 
daurica,  Norfolk,  April  1987  (Steve  Young ) 


wide  scatter  of  W rynecks  Jynx  torquilla  from 
mid  month,  including  four  at  Spurn  on  23rd; 
the  expected  late-month  Golden  Orioles 
Oriolus  oriolus,  with  six  on  Scilly  on  28th;  and 
a singing  Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  poly- 
glotta  at  South  Croydon  (Surrey)  on  30th  and 
into  May.  One  of  the  month’s  highlights, 
however,  was  the  good  number  of  records  of 
Hoopoes  Upupa  epops : there  were  at  least 
eight  in  Ireland,  seven  of  these  in  Co.  Cork 
mid  month,  six  in  Jersey  spread  throughout 
the  month,  more  than  20  reported  in  south- 
ern England,  ten  of  these  in  the  third  week  in 
the  southwest  counties  of  Dorset,  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  and  singles  in  Orkney  on  Stronsay 
on  4th  and  Westray  on  27th,  at  Hauxley 
(Northumberland)  on  6th  (which  died  on 
7th),  and  at  Newmachar  (Grampian)  on 
30th. 

Small  rarities 

Pride  of  place  goes  to  the  Eastern  Phoebe 
Sayornis  phoebe  at  Slapton  (Devon)  on  22nd — 
a potential  addition  to  the  British  and  Irish 
list — seen  by  just  two  lucky  observers.  The 
month  had  started  well  with  a male  Pen- 
duline  Tit  Remit  pendulinus  at  Hickling 
(Norfolk)  from  4th  to  10th,  and  a Red- 
rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  at  Cley 
(Norfolk)  from  8th  to  12th  (plates  183-185). 
Less  obliging  individuals  spent  hours  or  only 
minutes  at  Amwell  (Hertfordshire)  on  15th, 
Pett  Level  (East  Sussex)  on  16th,  Arne 
(Dorset)  on  19th,  East  Bridge  (Suffolk)  on 
2 1st,  and  Garrettstown  (Co.  Cork)  on  26th — 
part  of  an  amazing  collection  of  birds  in  Co. 
Cork  in  the  latter  half  of  April.  Alpine 
Swifts  Apus  melba  were  even  more  numerous, 
v.'ith  eight  reports  from  18th,  five  along  the 
English  east  coast  from  Minsmere  to  Spurn, 
and  others  at  Dungeness  (Kent),  Portland 
(Dorset),  and,  on  18th  and  19th,  at  Modbury 
(Devon)  (plate  190). 


The  Channel  Islands  were  graced  by  two 
Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  on  Guernsey 
around  18th,  and  two  more  at  Grosnez, 
Jersey,  on  28th.  Subalpine  Warblers  Sylvia 
cantillans  were  found  at  Dungeness  and 
Kenidjack  (Cornwall)  on  18th,  the  latter 
staying  for  a few  days.  Others  turned  up  in 
the  southv.'est,  on  St  Mary’s  (Scilly)  on  23rd, 
and  on  The  Lizard  (Cornwall)  on  27th,  w hile 
Fair  Isle  had  a fine  male  on  28th.  Dungeness 
had  a marvellous  day  on  26th,  when  Short- 
toed Lark  Calandrella  brachydactvla , Wood- 
chat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  and  Great  Reed 
Warbler  Acrocephalus  amndinaceus  all  over- 
shot. There  had  been  an  earlier  Woodchat 
Shrike  on  The  Lizard  on  18th,  and  a second 
Great  Reed  Warbler  appeared  on  Papa 
Westray  on  29th.  Also  in  Orkney  was  a very 
early  male  Yellow-breasted  Bunting 
Emberiza  aureola,  on  South  Ronaldsay  on 
25th.  Red-throated  Pipits  Anthus  cervinus 
v.'ere  noted  over  the  Hayle  on  22nd  and 
Sandwich  on  29th. 

The  legacy  of  winter 

Five  Waxwings  Bombycitla  garrulus  remained 


395 


Monthly  reports 

at  Matlock  (Derbyshire)  from  March  to  at 
least  12th  to  delight  those  who  attended  the 
Joint  BB/BTO  Conference  at  nearby  Swan- 
wick.  An  even  longer  stayer  was  the  singing 
male  Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  near 
Iver  (Buckinghamshire).  Shore  Larks 
Eremophila  alpestris  remained  in  several 
Norfolk  localities,  though  less  usual  was  an 
individual  on  the  Malvern  Hills  (Hereford  & 
Worcester)  from  6th  to  18th,  and  a migrant 
on  Fair  Isle  on  28th.  The  total  of  15  Great 
Grey  Shrikes  Lanius  excubitor  reported 
clearly  included  a mixture  of  wintering  and 
passage  birds,  including  singles  on  the 
English  west  coast,  at  Moreton,  W'irral 
(Merseyside),  on  16th  and  17th  (plate  186), 
and  Sandscale  (Cumbria)  from  19th  to  21st. 
The  last  Fieldfares  Turdus  pilaris  in  many 
areas  of  the  south  occurred  on  25th.  The 
Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  has  suffered  badly 
in  our  recent  winters:  a survey  of  Bodmin 
Moor  (Cornwall)  revealed  only  one  indivi- 
dual all  month. 

Perhaps  Black  Guillemots  Cepphus  giylle 
are  spreading,  for  they  continue  to  be  seen 
well  away  from  known  breeding  areas,  three 
frequenting  Portland  Harbour  on  5th,  two 
flying  past  Prawle  (Devon)  on  19th,  and  one 
the  next  day  off  Spurn.  Also  on  5th,  a Little 
Auk  Alle  alle  passed  Portland  Bill,  and  all 
three  divers  and  five  grebes  were  in  the 
Harbour.  April  is  the  only  month  that  most  of 
us  in  the  south  can  reasonably  hope  to  see 
these  northern  breeders  in  summer  plumage. 
The  Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  at 
Wraysbury  (Buckinghamshire)  stayed 
throughout,  attaining  magnificent  plumage, 
while  the  equally  long-staying  Great  North- 
ern Diver  G.  immer  at  Cheddar  Reservoir 
(Avon)  was  starting  its  moult  early  in  the 
month.  Six  of  the  Red-necked  Grebes  Podi- 
ceps  grisegena  reported  were  also  on  inland 
waters,  and  included  one  at  Bewl  Bridge 
Reservoir  (East  Sussex)  still  present  on  10th 
from  18th  January'.  A high  count  of  35  were 
off  Bamburgh  (Northumberland)  on  18th. 
The  Kenfig  Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan)  Pied- 
billed Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  stayed  until 
24th.  the  day  before  the  Chasewater  (Staf- 
fordshire) Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  ajjinis  (plate 
175)  departed,  both  in  full  plumage.  A 
White-billed  Diver  G.  adamsii  was  reported 
from  Lochgilphead  (Strathclyde)  on  21st, 
and  a Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 
at  Colliford  Lake  (Cornwall)  on  27th  was  a 
first  site  record. 

Wading  birds 

The  three  main  events  of  the  month  were  the 


186.  Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor. 


Merseyside,  April  1987  (Steve  Young) 

influxes  of  southern  herons  and  Black- 
winged Stilts  Himantopus  himantopus  and  the 
large  early  passage  of  Dotterels  Charadnus 
morinellus.  Night  Herons  Nycticorax  nycticorax 
were  to  the  fore:  an  adult  appeared  on  St 
Mary’s  on  1st,  stay  ing  to  29th.  On  16th  there 
was  another  at  Portland,  then  adults  at 
Northorpe  (Lincolnshire)  on  22nd.  Black- 
borough  End  (Norfolk)  from  26th  to  28th, 
and  Filey  (North  Yorkshire),  and  another 
found  dead  at  Mullingar  (Co.  Westmeath) 
on  22nd.  There  was  also  one  reported  at 
Ballycastle  (Co.  Antrim)  on  20th.  and  an 
immature  at  Swine  (Humberside)  from  26th 
was  joined  by  an  adult  on  30th.  An  elusive 
male  Little  Bittern  Ixobychus  minutus  was  on 
St  Mary’s  from  15th,  and  another  was  at  St 
Ouen’s  Pond,  Jersey,  on  25th.  The  southwest 
of  England  and  Ireland  held  a monopoly  on 
Little  Egrets  Egretta  gargetta,  with  singles  on 
Tresco  (Scilly')  on  15th  and  16th,  on  the 
Hayle  (Cornwall)  on  22nd  and  Bude  (Corn- 
wall) on  26th,  and  in  Co.  Cork:  at  Cobh, 
Clonakiltv  and  Ballycotton  mid  month,  this 
last  staying  for  at  least  a week.  After  the  first 
Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea,  at  Filey  on 
18th  and  19th,  there  were  four  reports  on 
20th,  and  six  more  in  the  remainder  of  the 
month,  including  one  at  Ballinaspittle  (Co. 
Cork)  on  21st,  and  two  there  from  23rd:  this 
species,  surprisingly,  is  much  the  rarest  of  the 
herons  to  have  been  recorded  in  Ireland. 
Though  presumably  of  closer  origin,  migrant 
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Bitterns  Botaurus  stellaris  appeared  at  Fore- 
ness Point  (Kent)  on  2nd  and  Washington 
(Tyne  & Wear)  on  16th. 

There  was  an  early  Spoonbill  Platalea  leu- 
corodia  at  Hickling  on  7th,  but  the  only  report 
av.'ay  from  eastern  England  was  of  one  at 
Woolston  Eyes  (Cheshire)  on  28th.  Tv.'o 
Glossy  Ibises  Plegadis  Jalcinellus  at  Seaton 
Lakes  (Kent)  on  25th  v»'ere  presumably  those 
seen  on  the  tv.'o  following  days  at  Pett  Level, 
and  new  arrivals.  Also  on  25th,  a Black 
Stork  Ciconia  nigra  put  in  a brief  appearance 
at  St  Catherine’s  Point  (Isle  ofWight).  Two 
Cranes  Grus  gnts  v.'ere  on  Blakeney  Marshes 
(Norfolk)  on  25th,  v.'ith  tv.'o  more,  display- 
ing, on  Birsay  (Orkney)  on  28th.  A male 
Little  Crake  Porgana  parva  v.'as  a surprise  find 
in  a polluted  ditch  at  Shotton  (Clv.'yd)  on 
18th,  remaining  until  23rd. 

Black-winged  Stilts  displayed  a westerly 
bias.  The  first  reported  v/as  in  West  Dale 
Valley  (Dyfed)  from  2nd  to  at  least  5th, 
followed  by  another  farther  north  in  Wales, 
at  Foryd  Bay  (Gv.'ynedd)  on  at  least  5th,  then 
perhaps  one  of  these  at  Harlech  (Gwynedd) 
on  11th.  In  Ireland,  there  v.'as  one  in  Co. 
Clare  and  five  together  in  Clev.'  Bay  (Co. 
Mayo)  around  18th,  followed  by  one  at 
Thurles  (Co.  Tipperary)  from  28th,  and 
England  had  its  first  of  the  spring  at  Quarr 
(Isle  ofWight)  on  27th.  Unusual  records  of 
Avocets  Recurvirostra  avosetta  v.'ere  a flock  of 
six  over  Beddington  Sev.'age-farm  (Surrey) 
on  1st,  one  at  Tyninghame  (Lothian)  in  the 
second  v.'eek,  and  another  at  Ringstead 
Gravel-pits  (Northamptonshire)  on  24th. 

The  first  Dotterels  to  appear  v.'ere  a trip  of 


ten  at  Blov.'s  Dow  ns  on  18th.  From  then  until 
the  month  end,  this  species  appeared  v.'idely 
over  England,  some  staying  for  several  days 
at  favoured  spots.  Tv.'o  near  Oundle 
(Northamptonshire)  on  26th  and  27th  v.'ere 
the  first  in  that  county  for  many  years.  Tradi- 
tional sites  v.'hich  held  double  figures  v.'ere 
Gringley  Carr  (Nottinghamshire)  v.'ith  up  to 
22,  Pendle  Hill  (Lancashire)  with  up  to  24 
(plate  187),  and  the  Gog  Magog  Hills,  Ful- 
bourn  (Cambridgeshire),  v.'here  there  v.'ere 
at  least  18,  and  possibly  27:  these  large  trips 
all  appeared  on  24th  and  25th.  In  addition  to 
these,  v.'e  had  reports  from  nine  further  sites, 
involving  a total  of  36  individuals. 

Only  small  numbers  of  scarce  migrant 
w aders  v.'ere  reported,  w ith  Kentish  Plovers 
Charadrius  alexandrinus  at  Ferrybridge  (Dor- 
set) on  8th,  Dungeness  on  19th,  and  Blacktoft 
(Humberside)  from  26th,  tv.'O  Temminck’s 
Stints  Calidris  temminckii  at  Dungeness  on 
25th,  and  one  on  St  Agnes  (Scilly)  on  28th, 
though  there  v.'ere  several  reports  of  Wood 
Sandpipers  Tringa  glareola , including  two  in 


187.  Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus,  Lancashire,  May  1987  ( Steve  Young) 
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Ireland.  There  was  a good  passage  of  Whim- 
brels  Numenius  phaeopus  in  the  west,  with  140 
at  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford)  on  22nd,  and 
86  on  the  upper  Kent  Estuary  (Cumbria)  on 
26th;  Ruffs  Philomachus  pugnax  too  passed 
through  in  large  numbers,  especially  on  15th 
and  16th,  when  150  were  at  Cley,  47  at  Bred- 
on’s  Hardwick  (Hereford  & Worcester),  and 
29  at  Thrapston  Gravel-pits  (Northampton- 
shire). 

The  only  real  vagrants,  other  than  the 
Black-winged  Stilts,  were  a Marsh  Sand- 
piper Tringa  stagnatilis  at  Stodmarsh  (Kent) 
from  22nd  to  26th,  and  a Collared  Pratin- 
cole Glareola  prat  incola  at  Frodsham 
(Cheshire)  from  28th  to  30th  (plates  191  & 
192). 

Other  water  birds 

The  Cornish  Bonaparte’s  Gull  Lams  Phila- 
delphia (plate  173)  remained  at  Newlyn  or 
Marazion  until  at  least  24th,  and  a first- 
summer  Sabine’s  Gull  L.  sabini  passed 
Sandwich  on  14th.  Small  numbers  of  Ring- 
billed Gulls  L.  delawarensis  (plate  193), 
Mediterranean  Gulls  L.  melanocephalus , Ice- 
land Gulls  L.  glaucoides,  and  Glaucous 
Gulls  L.  hyperboreus  caused  no  surprise, 
though  Seaforth  (Merseyside)  held  all  four 
species  on  28th.  The  same  locality  recorded 
over  400  Little  Gulls  L.  minutus  on  16th, 
building  up  to  an  astounding  total  of  650  on 
1 9th.  There  was  also  a good  inland  passage  of 
this  species,  with  20  at  Staines  Reservoir 
(Surrey)  on  16th,  21  at  Cheddar  Reservoir  on 
17th,  130  at  Welnev  (Norfolk)  on  22nd.  and 
about  100  passing  through  Bedfordshire  on 
22nd  and  23rd.  The  majority  of  Black  Terns 
Chlidonias  niger  were  a week  later,  good  counts 
being  49  at  Blithfield  Reservoir  (Stafford- 
shire) and  30  at  Brogborough  Clay-pits 
(Bedfordshire)  on  28th. 

A superb  summer-plumaged  Whiskered 
Tern  C.  hvbridus  found  at  Thurlestone 


397 


,1‘r 


(Devon)  on  12th  remained  there  until  15th, 
before  moving  to  Slapton  for  two  days,  and 
then  on  to  Radipole  (Dorset),  where  it  was 
last  seen  on  23rd  (plates  188  & 189).  A Gull- 
billed Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica  at  Marazion 
on  19th  was  subsequently  seen  sporadically 
on  the  Hayle  and  at  Nanjizal.  to  May. 

Only  a few  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius 
pomarinus  were  noted  moving  off  the  coasts, 
the  best  counts  being  1 1 off  Kilmore  Quay 
(Co.  Wexford)  on  17th,  and  eight  off  Porth- 
gwarra  (Cornwall)  on  30th. 

The  Northamptonshire  Falcated  Duck 
Anas  Jalcata  (plate  135)  remained  at  Pitsford 
Reservoir  to  at  least  3rd.  Drake  Teals  .4. 
crecca  of  the  North  American  race  carolinensis 
were  at  Guardbridge  (Fife)  from  March  to 
12th,  at  Leighton  Moss  (Lancashire)  from 
9th  to  1 1 th,  at  Woolston  Eyes  on  1 1 th,  and 
Radwell  (Bedfordshire)  on  12th.  and  a drake 
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Blue-winged  Teal  A.  discors  appeared 
briefly  at  Quoile  Pondage  (Co.  Down)  on 
26th.  Its  European  cousin,  the  Garganey  A. 
querquedula,  had  been  present  at  the  same  site 
from  19th  to  24th:  elsewhere  these  summer 
teals  were  widely  recorded  in  the  south  and 
east  of  England,  with  nearly  40  reports,  as 
well  as  two  at  Brodgar  (Orkney)  on  16th. 

Ring-necked  Ducks  Aylhya  collaris  re- 
mained in  the  Frimley  area  (Surrey /Hamp- 
shire) (plates  145  & 169),  and  on  Looe 
Pool,  Helston  (Cornwall),  and  others  were 
singles  near  Kilnsea  (Humberside)  on  8th, 
on  various  waters  in  southeast  Northumber- 
land from  1 1 th,  and  a returning  drake  to 
Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon)  around  25th.  Surf 
Scoters  Melanilta  perspicillata  remained  at 
Aber  Ogwen  (Gwynedd)  on  14th,  on  Bressay 
(Shetland)  on  8th,  and  five  in  Largo  Bay 
(Fife)  on  13th,  and  drake  Ring  Eiders 
Somateria  spectabilis  were  still  at  Embo/Loch 
Fleet  (Highland)  and  the  Ythan  Estuary 
(Grampian)  late  in  the  month.  Ten  Canada 
Geese  Branta  canadensis  on  Fair  Isle  from  4th 
to  10th  was  the  largest-ever  flock  there  and 
only  the  fifth  record.  More  surprisingly,  an 
Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus  at 
Gibraltar  Point  on  20th  was  only  the  second 
for  that  site. 

Birds  of  prey 

Lingering  Rough-legged  Buzzards  Buteo 
lagopus  passed  through  Horsey  (Norfolk)  on 
12th,  and  Spurn  on  13th  and  18th,  while  a 
Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis  also  occurred  at 
Spurn  on  3rd.  Wandering  Red  Kites  Milvus 
milvus  were  in  the  North  Cheviots  (Northum- 
berland) on  8th,  over  St  Bees  (Cumbria) 
around  9th,  and  over  Holy  Island  on  23rd, 
and  their  ever-more-frequent  relative,  the 
Black  Kite  M.  migrans , was  seen  at  Hickling 
on  11th,  Blofield  (Norfolk)  the  next  day, 
Wells  on  19th,  Menai  Straits  (Anglesey)  on 
26th,  and  Torr  Head  (Co.  Antrim)  on  28th. 
Three  migrating  Marsh  Harriers  Circus 
aeruginosas  reached  Ireland,  including  one  at 
Broad  Lough  (Co.  Wicklow)  on  25th,  the 
same  day  that  an  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 
also  turned  up  there.  A Red-footed  Falcon 
Falco  vespertinus  zipped  through  Stodmarsh  on 
25th,  and  a Saker  F.  cherrug  of  unknown 
origin  was  on  Birsay  on  28th.  The  following 
day,  Norwich  (Norfolk)  saw  a visiting 
Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus,  as  did  Papa 
Westray  (Orkney),  thus  rounding  off  a good 
raptor  month  for  the  islands  which  had 
begun  v.'ith  a male  Snowy  Owl  Nyctea  scandi- 
aca  on  North  Ronaldsay  for  several  days  from 
1st. 


Recent  ceports 

Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps  Kenfig 
Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan),  7thjuly. 

Albatross  Diomedea  Portland  Bill  (Dorset), 

1 1 th  July. 

Little  Egret  Egretta  gargetta  Walberswick 
(Suffolk),  29th  June;  Freckleton  (Lanca- 
shire), late  June  to  5th  July  at  least;  Foryd 
Bay  (Gwynedd),  lst-1 1th July. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  Welney 
(Norfolk),  from  June  to  at  least  12th  July; 
Radipole  (Dorset),  from  June  to  2nd  July;  St 
Agnes  (Scilly),  30th  June. 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  Near  Blacktoft 
(Humberside),  12th  July. 

Lesser  Kestrel  Falco  naumanni  Male,  Fair 
Isle  (Shetland),  23rd  June. 

Red-footed  Falcon  F.  vespertinus  Romney 
Marsh  (Kent),  2nd-5th  July;  Salthouse 
(Norfolk),  3rd  July;  near  Brighton  (East 
Sussex),  3rd  July;  Dungeness  (Kent),  4th 
July;  Bishop’s  Dyke  (Hampshire),  5thjuly. 
Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
Pair  Holme  (Norfolk)  hatched  three  chicks 
mid  June,  two  still  thriving  12th  July; 
Farlington  (Hampshire),  1 1 th- 1 2th July . 
Pratincole  Glareola  Harlow  (Essex),  9th 

Ju,y- 

American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dorninica 
Newington  (Nqttinghamshire),  5th  July. 
Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis  Seaforth 
Docks  (Merseyside),  12th  July. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  One  irregularly 
Breydon  Water  and  Hickling  Broad  (Nor- 
folk), latejune,  two  Breydon  4th-7th  July. 
Whiskered  Tern  Chlidomas  hybndus  Lough 
Derg  (Cos.  Galway/Glare/Tipperary),  all 
June;  Great  Yarmouth  (Norfolk),  27th  June; 
Pentney  Gravel-pits  (Norfolk),  1st  July. 
Brunnich’s  Guillemot  Uria  lomvia  The 
Minch  (Western  Isles),  22nd  June. 
Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Martham  Broad 
(Norfolk),  28th  June;  three,  Guernsey 
(Channel  Islands),  29th  June;  two,  The  Naze 
(Essex),  6th  July;  four,  South  Stack, 
Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  1 1 th  July. 

Roller  Coracias  garrulus  Wroxham  (Norfolk), 
29th  J une. 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
Fair  Isle,  26th  June. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus  Near 
Dufftown  (Grampian),  late  June;  Lundy 
(Devon),  2nd  July;  Sunderland  (Tyne  & 
Wear),  early  July. 

Spanish  Sparrow  Passer  hispaniolensis  Flam- 
borough  Head  (Humberside),  28th  June. 

Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  rne/ano- 
cephala  Dungeness,  26th-27th  June. 
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188  & 189.  Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus,  Dorset,  April  1987  (Richard  G.  Smith ) 


190.  Alpine  Swift  Afms  melba.  Devon,  April 
1987  ( Richard  G.  Smith ) 


191  8c  192.  Collared  Pratincole  G/areola pratincola,  Cheshire,  April  1987  (Steve  Young) 
193.  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus delawarensis,  Merseyside,  April/May  1987  (Steve  ioung) 
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Photograph  number  11,  in  the  May  issue  (plate 
136),  was  the  first  in  the  new  competition.  As 
intended,  it  was  an  easy  one.  Entrants  named  this 
female  duck  as: 

Gadwall  Anas  strepera  (89% ) 

Mallard  A.  platyrhynchos  (5%) 

Teal  A „crecca  (4% ) 

Garganey  A.  querquedula  (2%) 

The  correct  answer  was  indeed  Gadwall,  one  of  a pair  photographed  by 
Dennis  Green  in  Lancashire  in  January  1981. 

The  second  puzzle  picture  in  the  current  series  was  in  the  June  issue 
(plate  146)  and  the  third  in  July  (plate  164).  The  fourth  one  appears  below 
(plate  194).  Entrants  must  try  to  identify  ten  in  a row  to  win  the  prize — a 
SUNBIRD  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America.  Those  who  got  the 
Gadwall  right  are  currently  all  equal  leaders,  on  one. 
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194.  Second  '.Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  4.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  ]anuar\'  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly 
Marathon.  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th  September 

1987 
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CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

1 988  Programme  of  Birdwatching  holidays 

JANUARY-MARCH 

SRI  LANKA,  THAILAND,  NORTHERN  INDIA,  VENEZUELA,  TEXAS, 

TIGER  SPECIAL 

APRIL-JUNE 

ZIMBABWE,  JORDAN,  CYPRUS,  CAMARGUE,  NEUSIEDL, 

SOVIET  ASIA  & SIBERIA,  HUNGARY,  PYRENEES 

JULY-OCTOBER 

ARIZONA,  KENYA,  ARGENTINA,  GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS  & ECUADOR  . 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 
GAMBIA,  ETHIOPIA,  FALKLAND  ISLANDS 
Also  two  walking  holidays  operated  in  association  with‘NATURETREK\ 
NEPAL  LANGTANG  TREK  (April/May)and  BHUTAN  (October) 

1988  brochure  available  in  September  but  advance  registration  accepted 

for  all  the  above  tours. 

A few  places  still  available  on  November  1 987  tours  to 

Ethiopia  and  Gambia 

For  further  details  contact:  Paul  Dukes 

Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays 
96  Fore  Street,  Kingsbridge 
S.  Devon  TQ71PY 
Tel:  (0548)  6178  Telex:  45772 
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The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £ 6.95  including  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (BB547) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB91 1) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  (BB212) 

RYE,  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE) 

secluded  coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House,  Peasmarsh.  Tel:  340.  (BBI99) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  1 V,  gas.  ('ll.  Close  beach, available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road.  Warling- 
ham,  Surrev  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham 
(088-32)2013.  (BB207) 

CRASTER,  NORTHUMBERLAND,  on  the 

Heritage  Coastline.  The  Cottage  Inn  set  in  small 
hamlet.  Family  run.  Cosy  bar  and  restaurant. 
Ideal  for  walking,  birdwatching  and  touring  our 
many  castles.  B&B  £1  LOO.  For  brochure  tel:  066 
576  658.  (BB221) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four  acres 
overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in  16thC 
cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6.  Dogs 
welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB222) 

MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all  birding 
areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland.  Tea/coffee 
facilities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner.  Also  self-catering 
cottage.  Telephone  Dereham  (0362)  820665. 

(BB223) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  concerted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street.  Middleton. 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dawlish.  AAJ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  v.atching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel.  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from 
£35.  Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

CLEY.  3 Qualitv  cottages  (sleep  4.  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB112) 
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ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ' ' (BB915) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

BLAKENEY  — we  offer  comfort,  v.'armth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB 147) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  vrith  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  v.'eekly  rates.  Tel: 
Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations. 

(BB149) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB236) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB143) 

BEMPTON  RESERVE  and  Flamborough 
Heritage  Coast.  Comfortable  Farmhouse  accom- 
modation. B&B/EM.  Tel:  0262  850536.  ‘Wold 
Farm’,  Flamborough  YO 15  1AT.  (BB117) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 

KEYHAVEN.  NEW  FOREST.  Holiday 
Cottage.  Sleeps  5.  Sea  View's.  Fabulous  Bnd- 
v.'atching.  (104  varieties  seen)!  Tel:  0727 
37473.  ' (BB231) 

CROMER  2 MILES.  Children  and  pets  always 
welcome  in  our  carefully  maintained  holiday 
cottages.  Very  attractive  countryside  near  long, 
sandy  beaches.  SAE  brochure:  Northrepps 
Holiday  Properties,  Cromer  NR27  0JW.  0263 
512236'.  ' (BB256) 


NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  ' (BB72) 

YORKSHIRE  DALES.  Bishop  Garth  Guest 
House,  Nev.'biggin-in-Bishopdale,  is  noted  for 
comfort  and  good  cooking.  Tel:  096  93  429. 

(BB197) 

CORNISH  COAST— Delabole.  Bungalows, 
sleep  4-6,  colour  TV,  secluded  grounds, 
panoramic  views  over  Allen  Valley  to  Bodmin^ 
Moor.  Magnificent  cliffs,  sandy  beaches.  Near 
Camel  Estuary.  No  dogs.  Snowden,  8 Warren 
Road.  Ickenham,  Middlesex.  Tel:  Uxbridge 
(0895)  34144.  (BB280) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crowden, 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  betv.'een  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

LAWNS  HOTEL,  Holt,  Norfolk.  Bargain 
breaks  of  two  davs  inc:  BB&D  £37  only.  Tel:  0263 
713390.  (BB205) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindislarne 
Reserve  and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  v.'ell 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB206) 

FOUR  MILES  INLAND  FROM  CLEY,  large 
studio/bed  sit  for  tv.'o  vrith  kitchen/diner  and 
bathroom.  Stibbe,  Foundry  House,  Lethering- 
sett, Holt,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt  712329.  (BB204) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB155) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB848) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB213) 


GEORGE  & DRAGON  HOTEL. 
CLEY-NEXT-SEA,  NR.  HOLT, 
NORFOLK  NR25  7RN. 

With  view's  overlooking  the  marshes  wo  are  in  an 
ideal  situation  and  offer  everything  the  birdwatcher 
requires.  During  our  first  year  we  have  made  many 
changes  and  improved  the  facilities.  We  can  now 
ofler  en-suite  bathrooms,  4-poster  Bed,  Video 
equipment  for  lectures,  along  with  attractive  bars. 
Real  Ale,  friendly  company  and  excellent  home- 
cooked  food.  For  further  details: 

Tel:  Cley  (0263)  740  652.  (BB201) 
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EXMOOR.  Combe  Park  Country  House  Hotel. 
Former  17th  century  hunting  lodge  in  National 
Trust  valley,  above  Waters  Meet.  Comfortable 
accommodation.  Excellent  food.  Ideal  walks, 
birdwatching.  Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  tel: 
0598  52356.'  (BB249) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms,  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  ' (BB250) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  fire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  + B from  £4.50,  B + B from  £6.50. 
Bird  news.  I.iz  Harris,  Cley  (0263)  740243. 

(BB25I ) 

SIBTON  (NR MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A unique  and  charming  16th  century  free- 
house  in  3 acres,  and  some  cn  suite  accom- 
modation available  in  modern  chalet  block,  bed 
& breakfast  or  weekly  rates.  Ample  car  parking. 
CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks  or  rest,  meals  avail. 
Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB51) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green.  Sleep 
2,  4 or  6.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped  and 
self-contained.  Brochure  from:  Hopkins, 

Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  business  hours  0423 
509771.  (BB254) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  Wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales 
and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  C.H.  15  bedrooms 
inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/coffee.  colour 
T.V.,  Radio.  Hair  Dryers.  Trouser  Presses  etc., 
Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B.  Three 
Crowns.  A. A.  and  R.A.C.bb  Charming  self 
catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply  the  Green 
Man  Inn  Fownhope.  Hereford.  Tel:  (0432  77) 
243.  (BB264) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  B.B.  in  comfortable 
home.  Secluded  position  in  2 acres  near 
Fakenham — equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves — 0328  2942.  (BB265) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer.  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB266) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Li:  censed  Guest 
House  run  by  birder  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bcllars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road.  Hun- 
stanton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  Linen  provided,  IV2  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70  p.w.  Brochure  0736  87  242.  (BB211) 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 

Wide  range  of  birds — Seabirds,  Migrants.  Waders 
and  some  Rarities — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest.  Arne  RSPB,  Poole  Harbour,  Brownsea 
Island,  Studland  Bay,  Studland  Nature  Reserve, 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Durlston  Country  Park.  (With 
or  without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.) 
Heritage  Coast. 

This  Hotel — 21  rooms  en  suite,  tea  and  coffee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m from  Swanage  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
with  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn,  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conference/function/dance 
suite. 

DURLSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH19  2AE 
Tel:  0929  422430/424557 

(BB161) 


SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle.  C’.raignure 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20 species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  I May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage  to 
let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  421.  (BBI40) 

ISLES  OF  ISLAY  AND  JURA.  Argyll.  Ideal 
base  for  birdwatching  enthusiasts.  Hotels  & self- 
catering establishments  offer  holiday  packages 
including  car  ferry  tickets.  Illustrated  brochure 
from  Islay  and  Jura  Marketing  Group.  55 
Frederick  Crescent.  Port  Ellen.  Islay  PA42  7BD. 
Tel:  0496  2413.  (BB215) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  C.olonsay.  Argy  ll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE':  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes.  SAE  please:  Tourist 

Association,  Boat  of  Garten.  Inverness.  (BB903) 

COMFORTABLE  FAMILY  HOTEL  with 
verv  reasonable  prices.  Argyle  House,  St 
Andrews.  Tel:  (0334)  73387.  ( BB244) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  The  Pines  Guest  House,  Cam- 
bridge, offers  you  a peaceful  holiday  set  in  the 
beautiful  countryside  of  the  Cairngorms.  Ideal 
for  touring,  excellent  scenery,  goll,  fishing, 
birdwatching,  pony  trekking,  hill  walking.  Open 
all  year.  Spacious  heated  bedrooms,  home 
cooking,  own  lounge,  pets  welcome.  Tel:  Lynn 
Benge.  047  984  220.  ( BB245) 
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ST  KILDA.  Why  not  visit  Britain’s  most  remote 
group  of  islands!  Stay  on  our  luxury  charter  boat 
or  the  main  island  of  Hirta.  All  group  enquiries 
welcome.  Details  and  brochure:  G.  Mitchell,  25 
Glasgow  Street,  Glasgow  G12  8JW.  (BB196) 

STRATHBEG  and  the  seabird  colonies  of  the 
Buchan  coast.  Comfortable  B&B/EM.  SIB 
approved/ listed.  ‘Ivydene’,  Mintlaw  AB4  8EB. 
077123118.  (BB200) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  To  let,  comfortable  holiday 
bungalow  with  storage  heating,  sleeps  6 in  3 
bedrooms,  fully  equipped.  Ideally  situated  for 
birdwatching  (overlooks  new  RSPB  reserve, 
including  main  roost  for  barnacle  geese),  fishing, 
hillv.'alking,  sandy  beaches  within  easy  reach. 
Apply  to:  Mrs  J.  Archibald,  Craigens,  Gruinart, 
Islay,  Argy  ll  PA44  7PW.  Tel:  049  685  256. 

(BB202) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  vre  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  writeor  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB 125) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury 
caravan.  Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site. 
£ 125.00  per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278. 

(BB233) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Bird  watching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A charming  traditional 
country  house  set  in  its  own  35  acres  of  woodlands 
and  gardens.  Magnificent  views  over  the  Sound 
of  Mull  towards  Ardnamurchan.  Offering  the 
very  best  of  comfort,  cuisine  and  service.  Hill 
walking/birdwatching,  fishing  and  golf. 
Licensed.  For  brochure  contact  Ian  & Jennifer 
McLean,  Linndhu  House,  Tobermory.  Tel:  0688 
2425.  ' (BB247) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crow  ns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  v.'ho  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private  bath- 
rooms, col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col.  brochure/ 
tariff’  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on  selected 
dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by 
Garve,  Rosshire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB276) 


KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthwell,  Dumfries.  6 
miles  Caerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  (BB882) 

WALES 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale,  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (tv.'o  en-suites)  shovrers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  vear.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201 . 

(BB84) 

TREGARON — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breath-taking  view's 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dvled.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB214) 

WEST  WALES  near  Aberaeron.  Award  win- 
ning farm  offers  a haven  of  peace  for  birds  and 
guests  alike.  Gourmet  food.  Licensed.  Mrs 
Goddard,  Bikerehvd  Farm,  Pennant,  Llanon. 
Dyfed  SY23  5PB.  Tel:  097  46  365.  (BB142) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  w'atchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
‘Highground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
vrelcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ( BB235) 

HEART  OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird 
reserves,  stamp  for  brochure.  Lower-Gwestydd, 
Newtown,  Powys  SY 16  3AY.  (BB271) 

TINTERN  — excellent  accommodation  and  a 
warm  welcome  at  a small  400  year  old  guest 
house.  Judith  Russill,  Wye  Barn,  The  Quay, 
Tintern,  nr  Chepstow.  029  18  456.  (BB274) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Colfee  Shoppe. 
Home  cooking.  B&B,  £7.  Em,  £3.50.  Tel:  Mrs 
Knight,  097  44  637.  (BB242) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 
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JENNY’S  BOTHY,  ideal  families  or  groups. 
SAE:  Dellachuper,  Corgarff,  Aberdeenshire  AB3 
8YP.  (BB260) 


OVERSEAS 


VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  plan 
ning  to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get 
where  the  birds  are!  Join  us  on  a days  cruise  in  the 
Straits  ol  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now!  Full 
details  Osvris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  1 10, 
Gibraltar  (Tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC!  total  400  +.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC!  V6R I H2 Canada.  (BB237) 

CAMARGUE,  S.  France.  To  let  vill  age  hse  w. 
gdn.  Also  ex-farm  cottage.  Rogers,  Mas 
d’Auphan.  Le  Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90  98  90  41.  (BB268) 

BIRDING  IN  COSTA  RICA’S  Talamanca 
Rainforest  (300.  m)  and  Cloudforest  (2500  m) 
with  all  the  comforts  of  private  homes.  Each 
location  includes  vast  stretches  of  virgin  forest. 
Weekly  rates:  $550  US.  Rainforest:  Michael 
Snow,  Apartado  73,  Siquirres,  Costa  Rica; 
Highlands:  Steve  Friedman,  Apartado  655, 
Cartago,  Costa  Rica.  (BB50) 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap.  Tel: 
0233  28547.  (BB277) 


BIRDWA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to 
October.  Details  from  the  Secretary,  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Tel:  0624  75522. 

(BB100) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS.  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB. 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest. 
Dyfed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB114) 

ECOLIDAYS  LTD.  Excitingly  different 
birdwatching/ natural  history  programme  for 
1987.  Tunisia/Lake  Ichkeul,  Spain.  Papua  New 
Guinea.  Special  Teenage  Holidays.  Contact  us 
at:  26  Canal  Wharfe,  Leeds  LS11  5PS.  Tel: 
(0532)  717423  (24  hours).  (BBI98) 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlile. 

rare  plants,  seals  and 

archaeology.  Europe’s 

largest  tern  colony. 

Ltd  , 

For  information  on  travel! accommodation : 

B.B.,  Pa  pay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 

Telephone  08574  267  or  238 

(BB255) 

SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Dohana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  & Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 diil'erent  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sand  grouse,  v.  hite-headed 
duck,  galinule,  eagle  owl,  black  stork, 
v.ith  many  ducks,  waders  and  pas- 
serines on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  \\  allcreeper,  Duponts 
Dark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  l our.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  lor  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB253) 


BIRDING  WITH  JOHN  GOODERS 

Last  minute  vacancies 
CYPRUS  26  September-3  October 
ANDALUC1A  and  GOTO  DONANA 
24-31  October 

Winter  Weekends 

NORFOLK,  HOLLAND.  FRANCE, 
SPAIN 

Details:  Tel:  0323  833245  (BB271 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgable 
Tuition.  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in 
comfortable  surrounds.  At  Ilex  House.  Wells. 
Norfolk  NR23  1DH.  Fakenham  710556.  BB270) 

BIRDWATCHING  BREAKS  IN  KENT. 

Mini-breaks  and  w/ends.  Explore  Kent’s  varied 
habitats  with  an  experienced  birdwatcher.  3 star 
hotel.  Full  board.  Transport  provided.  Details: 
0227  751753  (24  hrs).  Mark  Finn.  4 Highview 
Close.  Boughton,  Faversham.  Kent  ME13 
9TF.  (BB246) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  SAFARIS. 

Kenya:  18  December  and  I January,  2 weeks 
tented.  £985,  exploring  Masai  Mara,  Amboseli 
and  Rift  Valley  Lakes.  India:  12  March.  3 weeks, 
hotel/lodges.  £1,595  visiting  Corbett  NP. 
Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve,  Bharatpur  Bird 
Sanctuary.  Optional  Kashmir  week  Lake  Nagin 
de-luxe  houseboat,  £375.  Adventure  Agency. 
The  Square,  Ramsbury.  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672 
20569.  ( BB252) 
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BIRD  REPORTS 


ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1986— £2  30  in- 
cluding P&P.  From  M.  F.  Cuthbert,  Vishabreck, 
Evie,  Orkney  KW 17  2PF.  (BB194) 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  1985 

Special  issue  on  50  years  of  London 
Birdwatching.  Produced  by  the  London 
Natural  History  Society.  Report  £3.50  post 
paid  from  Mrs.  A.  B.  Short,  Upper  Flat,  65 
Arthur  Road,  Wimbledon  SW19  7DN. 

(BB219) 


‘SUFFOLK  BIRDS  1985’  inc.  systematic  list, 
colour  photographs,  Landguard  report,  ringing 
report,  rarity  descriptions.  £3  post  paid  from  The 
Suffolk  Naturalists’  Society,  The  Museum,  High 
Street,  Ipswich  IP1  3QH.  (BB243) 

GWENT  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  More  on 
Hobbies.  £2.75  inc.  p&p  from  Brian  Gregory, 
Monmouth  School,  Monmouth,  Gwent  NP5 
3XP.  (BB267) 

BIRDS  IN  NORTHUMBRIA  1986,  £3.30 
including  p&p  from  M.  Cadwallender,  32 
Manners  Gardens,  Seaton  Delaval,  North- 
umberland. (BB281) 


PERSONAL 


THE  HAWK  TRUST  cares  about  all  birds  of 
prey.  Why  not  help  us  with  our  conservation 
projects?  For  information,  contact  the  Member- 
ship Secretary  (MW),  The  Hawk  Trust,  68 
Oulwoods  Road,  Loughborough  LEI  1 3LY.Tel: 
Loughborough  215598.  (BB261) 


BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London  \ leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Burton:  Egg.  Nature’s  Miracle  of  Packaging.  £9.95. 

National  Geographic  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 
North  America.  2nd  Edition.  PB  £9.95.  Diamond  et. 
al.:  Save  the  Birds.  £17.50.  Todd:  Birds  of  the 
Labrador  Peninsula  and  Adjacent  Areas.  £75.00. 

1 1 icev:  Handbuch  der  Vogel  der  Sowjetunion. ' 'ol . I . 
£35.00.  Harrison:  Seabirds  of  the  World.  A 
Photographic  Guide.  PB  £15.95.  Sotheran’s 
Ornithology  Catalgue  Now  Out. 

ICBP,  BTO,  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 

Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP. 
01-734  1 150.  Just  ofTPiccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 
(BB240) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
V ancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3 
Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BBI21) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  Titles — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redwing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road,  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

(BB80) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop.  SOC.  2 1 Regent  Terrace. 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556 6042  (24  hours) 

(BB 190) 


‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB153) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHERS 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 

Cambridge  CB2  6SZ  (00226) 


QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB208) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB1 13) 

WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  in  Derbyshire. 
52  pages,  £2.  from  Philip  Shooter,  153  Market  St, 
Clay  Cross,  Chesterfield.  (BB279) 


FOR  SALE 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc.) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB156) 


IBIS  vols  122-125  unbound;  Bull.  Br.  Orn.  Cl. 
vols  100-103  unbound  + 86(7)  and  90(4);  Sussex 
Bird  Reports  1954-72  complete  + spares;  Avon  Bird 
Reports  1977-85  complete.  Offers:  Dickson, 
Lesburv,  N’land  NE66  3BA.  (BB257) 

BWP  VOLS  1-4,  Standard  Edition  £150.  Tel: 
01-898  0650  (Isleworth,  Middx).  (BB258) 

CRITERION  MIRROR  TELESCOPE  with 
24  X and  40  X eyepieces  in  fitted  case.  Brand 
new'.  London.  £275.  Box  75.  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

(BB259) 


SOUND  RECORDINGS  OF  BIRDS 
ON  CASSETTE 

No.  I . Suburban  Birds  the  voice  of  some  of 
the  common  birds  of  the  suburbs.  Playing 
time — approx  44  minutes. 

No.  2.  More  Suburban  Birds  an  hours 
pleasant  listening  with  a spoken 
introduction. 

No.  3.  A Sound  Picture  of  the  Dublin  Area, 

this  tape  also  makes  a good  sound  effects  tape. 
Playing  time — approx  58  minutes. 

All  titles  are  on  Chrome  tape. 

Price  £4  Sterling  or  £4.50  Irish  punts — post 
free  in  UK  or  Ireland. 

For  further  details  send  S.A.E.  to 
Fintan  O'Brien,  23  Kinvara  Road, 

Dublin  7,  Ireland.  (BB269) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six 

volumes.  Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis.  Rosehill  House.  Lvonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB230) 

BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Your  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beauty  ol  oils. 
Animals,  portraits  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
with  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts, 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars.  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby. 
South  Humberside  DN37  9QT.  ( BB69) 


BIRD  OIL  PAINTINGS.  An  original  oil 
painting  from  your  favourite  bird  photograph 
is  the  exclusive  service  we  provide,  for  a 
FREE  Brochure  send  a SAE  to:  R.  John.  176 
Malpas  Road,  Brocklev.  London  SF.4 
IDH.  (BB275) 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORTS  1940-76  (1943 
missing)  offers.  Tel:  0920  4104.  (BB273) 

BWP  VOLS  1-4.  RSPB  mint  cond.  £160.  Tel: 
0924  260312.  (BB282) 

COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  Leaflet 
and  sample:  P & G Taylor.  PO  Box  87. 
Maidstone,  Kent  ME  15  8LY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB248) 

FOCALPOINT  deal  with  birdwatchers  who 
understand  your  requirements.  All  the  leading 
instruments  from  stock — at  discount  prices.  We 
are  Nikon  and  Kov.a  specialists!  Tony  and  Enid 
Murphy,  Focaipoint.  14Cogshall  Lane.  Comber- 
bach,  Northwich.  Cheshire  CW9  6BS.  Tel:  0606 
891  098.  (BB778) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  from 
Kav  Optical  Servicing.  Service  to  the  naturalist 
for  over  24  years.  Repairs  to  all  types  of  instru- 
ments carried  out  on  the  premises.  Estimates 
free.  Callers  welcome.  89B  London  Road+, 
Mordent.  Surrey.  Telephone:  01-648  8822  (24 
hour).  tThe  A24.  We  are  opposite  the  Midland 
Bank.  (BB776) 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN  8 X 40  BGA  binoculars 
as  new  £120.  Also  vol.  73  BB  with  index.  £24. 
•Wildfowl’  No.  32.  Tel:  01-527  7915.  (BB262) 

BB  1978-1987  inclusive  unbound.  Offers  lor  all 
or  part.  Tel:  08444  7099  (Aylesbury).  (BB263) 


xxi 


University  Microfilms  International 
reproduces  this  publication  in  microform:  micro- 
fiche and  16mm  or  35mm  film.  For  information 
about  this  publication  or  any  of  the  more  than 
13.000  titles  we  offer,  complete  and  mail  the 
coupon  to:  University  Microfilms  International. 
300  N.  Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106.  Call  us 
toll-free  for  an  immediate  response:  800-521-3044. 
Or  call  collect  in  Michigan,  Alaska  and  Hawaii: 
313-761-4700. 

University 

Microfilms 

International 


This 

publication  is 
available  in 
microform. 
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OPTOLYTH 


TBS  80 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolvth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans.  Herts,  AL1  3NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D182) 


British  Birds 


Volume  80  Number  8 August  1987 


351  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  and  ‘The  Richard  Richardson 
Award’  Robert  Gillmor,  Keith  Shackleton  and  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

361  Territorial  behaviour  of  Golden  Eagles  in  Western  Norway 

Gunnar  Bergo 

376  PhotoSpot  22  Hoopoe  Lark  Hadoram  Shirihai 
378  Personalities  35  Ian  Dawson  Dr  C.  R.  Ireland 

Notes 

381  Little  Stints  defending  territories  on  autumn  migration  S.  II  . (tale 

381  Individual  Bee-eaters  apparently  leading  migrating  flocks,  and  using  distinctive  call 
E.  At.  Raynor 

382  Ca land ra  Lark  in  Scilly  II'.  //.  WagstaJJ 

383  Magpies  using  telegraph  poles  as  nest  sites  Dr  Brendan  Kavanagh 

Letters 

383  Cranes  in  1963,  1982  and  1985  Sean  McMinn 

384  Hybrids  and  zoos  William  Todd 

384  Hands  off  our  birds  David  Tomlinson 

384  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Announcements 

385  A free  ‘British  Birds’  binder 
385  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 
385  4th  Italian  Congress  of  Ornithology 

385  ‘BB’ trip  to  Thailand  1988 

386  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year:  revised  size  requirements 
386  Replacement  pages 

Reviews 

386  ‘The  Bird-Table  Game’  produced  by  Ed-U-Games  Peter  Holden 

386  ‘Eskimo  Curlew:  a vanishing  species?’  bvj.  P.  Gollop,  T.  W.  Barry  and  E.  H.  Iversen 
J.  H.  Marchant 

387  ‘The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas’  by  Geoffrey  Kelly  Barry  Nightingale 

388  ‘The  Birds  of  Israel’  by  Uzi  Paz  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 

389  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
392  Monthly  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

400  Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawings:  351  Richard  Richardson  ( Bryan  Bland);  361  Golden  Eagle  (John  Davis);  392 
Hoopoe  (S.  R.  Cate);  393  Penduline  Tit  (Simon  Smethurst) ; 396  Marsh  Sandpiper  (/.  P.  P. 
1 1 ' Uigur) ; 397  Collared  Pratincole  (Simon  Smethurst)  and  Whiskered  Tern  ( J.  B.  Higgott) 


Front  cover:  Purple  Sandpiper  (David  Quinn):  the  original  drawing  of  this 
month’s  cover  design,  measuring  18.6  X 20.8cm,  is  lor  sale  in  a postal 
auction  (see  page  22  in  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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Monthly  marathon 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-4491445 


Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat 
(24  hour  answer-phone) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

TWO  GOOD  REASONS  TO  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ  BINOCULAR 


ONE  Purchase  a West  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binocular  from  us  and 
you  will  automatically  be  entered  into  our  Free  Draw.  The 
lucky  winner  being  presented  with  free  of  charge  the  superb 

NIKON  20  x 60  FIELDSCOPE  ED. 

COMPLETE  WITH  CASE 

This  unique  opportunity  to  win  one  of  the  finest  bird  watching 
telescopes  will  be  limited  to  sales  between  1.8.87  & 
31.12.87 


TWO  For  a limited  period  we  can  otfer  you  interest  free 
credit  on  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binoculars.  Simply  select  the  model  of 
your  choice  pay  one  third  of  the  purchase  price  with  the 
balance  in  two  equal  payments  by  post  dated  cheque  one 
month  apart. 

EXAMPLE:  West  Zeiss  7 x 42  BGAT  £415  00  Pay  just 
£138.33  with  two  further  post  dated  cheques  for  the  same 
amount.  Phone,  write  or  visit  for  a quote. 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 176.00 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 19100 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA  215.00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA  355.00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA  415.00 

Dialyt  10x40  BT  Phone 

Dialyt  10x40  BGAT  Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT  496.00 

15  x 60  Porro  T 729.00 

Rainguard  5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set)  10.00 

Lanyard  400 


All  West  Zeiss  supplied  with  Case  and 
Lanyard,  except  15x60. 


LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 
Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 
Trinovid  10x25  BC 
Trinovid  10x25  BCA 
frinovid  7x42  BA 


225.00 


24500 

469.00 


Trinovid  8x40  BA  469.00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BA  469.00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BAN  phone 

Case  for  Mini  12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40  29.95 

Hard  case  for  10x40  36.95 

Eye  cups  (set)  12.00 

Rainguards  8.00 

Lanyards  7.50 


OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8x30  BGA  170.00 

Alpin  8x40  BGA  180.00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA  185.00 

Alpin  7x42  BGA  187.00 

Alpin  10x50  BGA  205.00 

Optolyth  22  x 60  BGA  195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA  290.00 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA  322.00 

Optolyth  TB80  BGA  287.00 

Optolyth  TBS80  BGA  297.00 

20  x WA  88.00 

20  x 54.00 

30  x 56.00 

40  x 57  00 

Case  for  Optolyth  Telescopes  35.00 
except  22x60  15.00 


CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30  44.95 

Deltrintem  8 x 30  54.95 

Dekarem  10x50  88.95 


NIKON 

7 x 20  B 74.95 

9 x 25  B 79.95 


8 x 23  B 

99.00 

10  x 25  B 

119.00 

Action  8 x 35 

135.00 

Action  10x50 

165  00 

8 x 30  ZCF 

189  00 

10x35  ZCF 

209  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60 

269.00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  Ed 

489.00 

Photo  Kil 

157.00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x, 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

58.00 

Filter  Ring 

14.25 

Rubber  Hood 

10.25 

Eye  Piece  Case 

6.95 

KOWA 

TS-2 

133.00 

TS-1 

155.00 

20  x WA 

41.00 

27  x WA 

41.00 

TSN-1 

235.00 

TSN-2 

225.00 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

435.00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

425.00 

20  x WA 

69.00 

25  x 

45.00 

40  x 

45.00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

99.00 

Case  for  TSN 

1950 

Photo  Kit 

69.00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster 

129.00 

15  x-45  x 

50.00 

20  x 60  x 

50.00 

22  x WA 

29.00 

Case 

15.00 

ADLERBLICK 

8 x 32  B 

119.00 

7 x 42  B 

99.00 

8 x 42  B 

117.00 

10  x 42  B 

123.00 

10  x 50  B 

137  00 

Also  av.  in  Rubber  Finish 

Adlerscope  80 

25x80 

349  00 

40  x 

6995 

20  x-60  x zoom 

86  95 

Photo  Kit 

2395 

We  also  stock  Opthron.  Mirador. 

Habicht,  Swift,  Minolta,  etc. 

SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle 

3795 

Slik  88 

65  95 

Slik  Master  D2 

6995 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

75.95 

SL67 

104  95 

MIRADOR 

8 x 42B  110.00 

10x426  114.00 

1 0 x 50B  122  00 

Merlin  25x60  8900 

Merlin  18  x -40  x 60  119.00 

Merlin  30  x 75  10900 

ACCESSORIES 
Hide  Mcunt  38.00 

Car  Window  Mt  20.00 

Universal  Mt  20.00 

Rainguards  from  2.50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for  the 
Worst  British  Weather 
Durham  Jkt  49.95 

Bedale  Jkt  58.75 

Gamefair  Jkt  66.95 

Beaufort  Jkt  75.95 

Border  Jkt  77.95 

Northumbria  Jkt  83  95 

Warm  Linnings  16  95 

Hoods  895 


Please  state  size  with  order.  Colour 
Barbour  Catalogue  on  request 
Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with 
Optolyth,  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
.instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor. 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p.&p. 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque.  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 
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SEPTEMBER  SALE 


Please  quote  “British  Birds  sale  price”  when  calling  or  phoning.  Prices  must  rise  soon  - 
SO  BUY  NOW!  Our  October  price  for  Spacemaster  and  Zoom  will  be  £199.00 


ZEISS  WEST 


10x25 

8x56 

7x42 

10x40 BGAT 


£175 

£485 

£410 

Phone 


ZEISS  EAST 

prices  include  case 


Belmont  1 0 x 50  £55 

Red  Spot  8x32  save  £33 
on  SRP  now  only  £69 

Red  Spot  8x40  £92 

Audubon  8.5x44  £162 

Blue  Spot  10x42  £120 

Trilyte  10x40  Armour  £120 
Osprey  7.5x42  £130 


BUSHNELL 

Bushnell  Spacemaster 
zoom  and  Slik  D2  tripod 
with  strap  £245 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  and 
zoom  £175 

KOWA 


8 x 30  Jenoptem 

£39 

£310 

8 x 30  Deltrintem 

£49 

ADLERBLICK 

KOWA  TSN2  and  zoom 

1 0 x 50  Jenoptem 

£65 

prices  include  case 

£300 

10x50  Dekarem 

£85 

8x42 

£112 

KOWA  Photoadaptor 

£62 

8x  50  Nobilem 

£140 

10x50 

£127 

12x50  Nobilem 

£145 

KOWA 

7 x 50  Binoptem 

£65 

OPTOLYTH 

KOWATS1 

£141 

8 x 32  Notarem 

£105 

Optolyth  30  x 75 

£275 

KOWATS2 

£121 

1 0 x 40  Notarem 

£139 

Optolyth  TB80  Body 

£270 

Eyepieces  £35  each 

20  x Eyepiece 

£43 

SWIFT 

30  x Eyepiece 

£44 

BAUSCH  & LOMB 

prices  include  case 

Optolyth  30  x 75  and  case  - 

Bausch  & Lomb  Discoverer 

Belmont  8 x 40 

£51 

used 

£200 

£179 

AccessA/isa/Credit  Charge  Post  & Packing  please  add  £2.50.  Open  9 am-5.30pm 

Prices  correct  1/8/87.  Prices  subject  to  availability  (D225) 


Professional  & Retail  Photographers 

\y^K  « /in  yOl  i/"l  1 

or  S 

68-70  Si.  Thomas  Street  • SCAR 

SUNBIRD 

1988  TOURS 


During  SUNBIRD’s  tenth  year  our  destinations  include 
Australia,  Austria,  California,  Canada,  India,  Israel, 
Kenya,  Majorca,  Morocco,  Peru,  Trinidad  & Tobago,  and 
Venezuela.  As  usual,  each  of  our  small-group  tours  will 
be  led  by  Bryan  Bland,  David  Fisher,  or  Peter  Grant.  This 
year,  our  tours  offer  especially  good  value-for-money. 
Come  with  us  and  see  why  we  were  top  among  the  main 
British  bird-tour  operators  in  the  recent  British  Birds 


survey. 


Write  or  telephone  now  for  our  brochure  of  tours  for 

1 988 

SUNBIRD,  PO  Box  76,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  SGI 9 IDF 
Telephone:  0767  82969  (pz^ 
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THE  BINOCULAR  PURCHASE  OF  A LIFETIME 
- FOR  A LIFETIME 

Finest  quality  optics,  lightweight,  compact  design 
Fully  tested  and  inspected 

SIX  MODELS:  8X32,  7X42,  8X42,  10x42, 

10X50  AND  7X50 


10x42  ZWCF  shown 
here  in  the  new 
soft  touch 
rubber 
armoured 
finish 


‘‘Arguably,  the  finest  binoculars 
to  come  out  of  Japan”. 


FINEST  QUALITY  OPTICS 
FEATURING: 

■ Maximum  brightness  with  Bak 
4 prisms 

■Special  glass  materials^  UV 
coatings. 

■Pin-sharp  image  over  whole 
field  of  view  even  at  the  edges 
■Extra-high  eye  point  — a 
'MUST'  for  spectacle  wearers 
LIGHTWEIGHT  COMPACT 
DESIGN 

■All-metal  construction 
■Lightweight 


10x50  ZCF 
shown  here 
in  traditional 
fine  leatherette 
finish 


FULLYTESTED  AND  INSPECTED 
"ADLERBLICK"  binoculars  are 
■Quality  finish.  the  first  ones  that  have  passed 

the  exceptional  inspection 
standard  of  the  Japan  Telescope 
Inspection  Institute  The  E.l  S.  is 
a more  severe  test  of  quality  on 
every  point,  than  the  standard 
inspection  The  higher  quality  is 
certified  by  affixing  a gold  label 
"INSPECTED''  instead  of  the 
normal  "PASSED"  label 


For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist  please  contact  the  manufacturer's 
U.K.  distributing  agent: 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD 


A pair  of  Adlerblick  binoculars  is  an  instrument 
made  for  full  use  and  an  active  life  used  with 
consideration  and  awareness  they  will  give  you 
a lifetime  of  enjoyment.  With  the  purchase  of 
Adlerblick  binoculars  JJ  Vickers  offer  you  a 
LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  applicable  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  does  not  affect  your 
statutory  rights. 


UNIT  1.  RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


ADLERBLICK 
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ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi 

Tanzania 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


N.  E.  Greece 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2, 1 -3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D227)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East 


OSME 


Coming  Soon 


Sandgrouse  9 
North  Yemen  Special 


• promotes  the  study 
and  conservation  of  birds 

throughout  the  Middle  East 

• publishes  Sandgrouse 
and  two  Bulletins  annually 

• maintains  a conservation  fund 
to  support  small-scale  projects 
by  members 

• keeps  a register  of  important 
bird  sites  in  the  Middle  East 
• publishes  the  Turkey  Bird  Report 
• has  run  a major  expedition 
to  North  Yemen 

Tojoin  (UK  fee  £7  a year), 
write  to  Membership  Secretary, 
OSME  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire,  England,  SG19  2DL 


contains  the  results  of  the 
OSME  North  Yemen  Expedition  1985 
with  papers  on 

the  country’s  endemics  & near-endemics 
migrating  raptors 
systematic  list 

with  a summary  of  all  previous  records 
gazetteer 

maps  & photographs 
Sandgrouse  9 

is  sent  to  all  those  subscribing  to 
OSME  for  1987 

SPECIAL  OFFER  for  paid-up  members 

set  of  Sandgrouse  1 -7  only  £25 
(individually  1-5,  £5;  6-8  £7) 

(D216) 
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THE  GREAT  NEW 
WAY  TO  PURCHASE 


FOR  THAT  LITTLE 
SOMETHING  EXTRA 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES 


PHONE  US  for  down-to-earth  advice, 
written  quotes  on  leading  instruments,  OR 
simply  ask  for  our  FREE  mail  order  Factsheets 
FIELD  TEST  OUR  RECOMMENDED  LEADING  INSTRUMENTS 
ANYWHERE  IN  CORNWALL 

(If  you  have  a planned  birding  trip  to  Cornwall  we  appreciate 
as  much  notice  as  possible  to  arrange  this  popular  service) 

OUR  PRICES  RIVAL  THE  BEST  - OUR  SERVICE  IS  UNRIVALLED 

Write  to  SCOPES  or  phone  Robin  & Caroline  Mason 

3 Gilberts  Terrace,  Broad  Lane,  (0209)  210060 

lllogan,  Redruth,  Cornwall  ANYTIME! 

TF  WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


The  Shell  Guide  to  the 

Birds 

of  Britain  and  Ireland 


By  James  Ferguson-Lees, 
Ian  Willis,  J T R Sharrock 


Voted  British  Birds  - 
Best  Field  Guide  for  use  in 
Britain  1987 


‘Full  of  accurate  information  with 
several  notable  firsts  for  a field 
guide  . . . highly  recommended.’ 
RSBP  Magazine 


£8.95  0 7181  2220  8 
144  colour  plates  illustrating  over 
1,500  birds  of  488  species. 
Photographic  guide  to  habitats,  and 
258  distribution  and  population 
maps.  336  pages 

MICHAEL  JOSEPH 


The  Shell  Guide  to  the 

Birds 

of  Britain  and  Ireland 


‘Destined  to  be  a classic’ 
Daily  Mail 


\ 


Charles  Frank 

.The  ffu0^k  Optical  Experts 


CHARLES  FRANK 


Carefully  selected,  ail  these  fine 
binoculars  offer  excellent  value  and 
are  covered  by  our  10  year 
guarantee 

STANDARD  RANGE 

8X30  41.95 

8x40  48.95 

7 X 50  54.95 

10x50  58.95 

GOLD  LABEL 

Superb  lightweight  compact  bin- 
oculars Suitable  for  spectacle 
wearers 

8x32  (wide  angle) 

8x42 

10x42  (wide  angle) 

ROOF  PRISM 

8x21  mini 

10x25  mini  armoured 
8X30 
9X35 
10X40 

8x56  armoured 

HARRIER 

High  quality  roof  prism 
8X40 
10x40 

OBSERVATION 

20X70 

Tripod  adaptor 


SEPTEMBER 

SPECIAL 


CHARLfS  FRANK 
20x  50  ARMOURED 

* Superb  optical  performance 

* Rubber  armoured  for  improved 
durability 

* Rubber  eyecup  - ideal  for 
spectacle  wearers 

* Higher  power  eye  pieces  and 
camera  adaptor 
available 


149.00 

159.00 


159.00 

4.50 


TELESCOPES 


14-45x50  armoured 
& case 

20-60x60  armoured 
& case 

22x60  wa  prismatic 
20-60x60  prismatic 
30x75  armoured 


8X20B 

10x25BCA-Green 

8x40BA-Green 

10x40BA-Green 

10x40BA-CF-Black 

DM 

Spacemaster 
15-45x60 


1 KOWA 

TSN-1  body 

239.00 

TSN-2  body 

229.00 

TSN-3  body 

449.00 

TSN -4  body 

439.00 

Eyepiece  25/40X 

45.00 

Eyepiece  20X  wa 

68.50 

Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom 

99.50 

Soft  Case 

19.50 

HABICHT 

Guaranteed  fully  water-resistant 
Precision  binoculars  from 
Swarovski  of  Austria 

8 x 30SLC 

345.00 

10X40WM  Diana' 

345.00 

10X40SL 

399.00 

ZEISS 

Roof  prism  binoculars  of  the 

highest  quality  from  WGermany 

8x20B  mini 

194.50 

10X25B  mini 

212.00 

7X42B/GAT*  armoured 

456.50 

10x40B/GAT*  Short  Focus 

429.00 

OPTOLYTH 


Extremely  light  West  German  bin 
oculars  Rubber  armoured 
8X40  180. 

10X40  185. 

10x50  205. 

12X50  210. 

Telescopes 

TB80  body  287.00 

Eyepiece  20/30/40X  55.0Q 

30x75  290.00 

Case  (both  models)  35.00 


CARL  ZEISS  - JENA 


Good  value  from  East  Germany 
8x30  Deltrintem  59.00 

7X50  Binoctem  89.00 

10x50  Dekarem  95.00 

8X50  Octarem  199.95 

Slik  D2  tripod  69.95 

Car  Window  Mount  27.95 

This  advertisement  can  only  cover  a 
small  part  of  our  range  Full  details 
are  in  our  binocular  or  telescope 
briefing  packs 


98.00 

132.00 

149.50 

179.50 

189.00 


8X30 

10X35 

20x60  ED  telescope 

EH 


199.00 

219.00 

499.00 


7 5x42  Osprey  Armoured  149.50 

8 5x44  Audubon  HR5  179.50 

10X42  SPWA  139.50 

15-60x60  Telemaster  275.00 


ARE  YOU  UNDECIDED? 


We  believe  that  any  instrument  purchased  from  us  will  provide  you 
with  many  years  excellent  service  If  you  need  advice  in  choosing  the 
best  equipment  for  your  own  particular  requirement  then  please 
telephone  or  payus  a visit  We  will  be  delighted  to  offer  you  the 
benefits  of  our  friendly,  expert  help 

Remember,  our  fast  and  efficient  mail  order  scheme  offers  the  security 
of  our  money  back'  promise  should  the  equipment  prove  to  be 
unsuitable 

Visa  & Access  Welcome 


Ring  767 
now!  ASA 

(0728)  3506 

CHARLES  FRANK  LTD.  PO  Box  5.  Ronald  Lane 
Saxmundham,  Suffolk  IP17  2NL 

We  are  on  the  B 1121  (old  A 12).  / mile  North  of  Soxmundhan 

OPEN  9-5  MONDAY-FRIDAY 

24  HR  TELEPHONE  ANSWERING 


Recommended  for  spectacle 
wearers 

20-60x65  catadioptric  319.50 


SERVICE  DEPT. 


Does  your  binocular  strain  your 
eyes'5  Does  it  need  cleaning^ 
We  will  clean  and  realign  your 
hand-held  binocular,  or  tele- 
scope at  a special  price  of 
£17  50  including  return  postage 
Full  repair  service  available 
Charles  Frank  Service  Division. 
93  Hope  Street.  Glasgow  G26LD 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

A SELVYT  lens  cloth,  FREE 
with  every  instrument 
ordered  before  30/9/87 
MENTION 
BRITISH  BIRDS' 
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FREE 


POSTAGE,  PACKING 
& INSURANCE. 

Prices  include  VAT  Unsuitable 
goods  may  be  returned  within 
14  days,  in  unused  condition,  for 
full  refund  All  offers  current  until 
30/9/87  subject  to  stock 
availability  and  prices  ruling  at 
31/7/87. 


...  and  now  the  finest  birdwatching  telescope 

* Superb  optics  — brilliant  image 

* Modern  design  — practical  features 

* Quick  change  bayonet  eyepieces 

We  recommend  KOWA  TSN  Telescopes  for  photographic  use 

TSN-2  COMPLETE  WITH  20-60X  ZOOM  EYEPIECE  AND  SOFT  CASE 


£329 

Complete  Outfit 


(D214) 
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Which  field  guide? 


./•  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  the  Rarities  Committee * 
here  are  now  many  more  field  guides  available  in  the  bookshops  than 


there  were  even  five  years  ago.  One  of  the  most  frequent  questions  in 
letters  to  the  British  Birds  editorial  office  is  ‘Which  is  the  best  field  guide?' 
Opinions  are  bound  to  differ  on  this,  of  course,  depending  upon  the 
emphasis  put  on  particular  aspects.  Is  it  more  important  to  have  accurate 
illustrations,  or  comprehensive  and  reliable  text?  Is  it  essential  that  every 
plumage  is  illustrated  and  described?  One  vital  requirement,  however,  is 
that  the  field  guide  includes  all  the  species  likely  to  be  seen.  Thus,  it  is 
important  to  define  the  geographical  area  in  which  the  field  guide  is  to  be 


Who  is  best  qualified  to  judge  the  merits  of  the  various  field  guides?  The 
members  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  assess  the  records  of  all 
rare  birds  reported  in  Britain,  and  their  field  expertise  and  knowledge  of 
identification  is  respected  not  only  in  Britain,  but  throughout  the  world.  \\  e 
have,  therefore,  asked  each  of  them  to  list  for  us  the  three  field  guides  which 
they  consider  to  be  most  useful  in  each  of  the  three  areas  where  most  British 
and  European  birdwatching  is  carried  out:  (a)  in  Britain,  (b)  in  Europe, 
and  (c)  in  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  The  results  of  the  votes  by  the 
ten  current  members  and  the  most  recent  retiring  member  (R.  H.  Dennis) 
are  shown  in  table  1,  and  their  detailed  reasons  for  their  selections  are 
summarised  under  the  individual  book  titles,  below. 

We  intend  to  repeat  this  assessment  at  intervals,  perhaps  every  two  or 
three  years,  whenever  there  are  new  field  guides  (or  substantially  revised 
versions  of  old  field  guides)  which  merit  a new  sounding  of  BBRC  members' 
opinions.  This  will,  we  hope,  provide  a service  both  for  our  readers  and  for 
the  publishers  of good  field  guides.  J 1 


*The  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  is  sponsored  by  ZEISS  West  Germane 


used. 
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402  Which  field  guide? 

Table  1.  Assessments  of  field  guides  by  members. pf  the  ‘British  Birds’  Rarities 

Committee 

Each  member  nominated  up  to  three  books  in  each  category;  first  votes  were  awarded  3 points, 
second  votes  2 points,  and  third  votes  1 point.  The  BBRC  members  who  voted  were  D.  J. 
Britton,  Alan  Brown,  A.  R.  Dean,  R.  H.  Dennis,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  T.  P.  Inskipp,  P.  G. 
Lansdown,  S.  C.  Madge,  J.  H.  Marchant,  I.  S.  Robertson  and  K.  E.  Vinicombe 

(a)  For  use  in  Britain 

Position  Field  guide  Individual  points  Total  points 

1.  Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock 
‘The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 

Britain  and  Ireland’  33333333321  30 

2.  Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom 
‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 


Britain  and  Europe’  322211 11 

3.  Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow 

‘The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with 

North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East’  2221 7 

4.  Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & 

Zetterstrom 

‘Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe’  221 5 

5.  Gooders  & Harris 

‘Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain 

and  Ireland’  2 11 4 

6.  Holden,  Sharrock  & Burn 

The  RSPB  Book  of  British  Birds’  1 1 


(b)  For  use  in  Europe 

Position  Field  guide  Individual  points  Total  points 


1.  Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom 
‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 

Britain  and  Europe’  3333322211.  23 

2.  Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & 

Zetterstrom 

‘Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe’  33322221...  18 

3.  Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow 

‘The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with 

North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East’  3 3 2 2 1111...  14 

4.  Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock 
‘The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 

Britain  and  Ireland’  2 1 3 


(c)  For  use  in  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East 

Position  Field  guide  Individual  points  Total  points 

1 . Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow 

‘The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with 


2 = 

North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East’ 
Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & 
Zetterstrom 

3 3 

3 3 3 

3 3 3 3: 

3 . 30 

2= 

‘Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe’ 
Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom 
‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 

2 2 

2 2 1 

1 . . . 

. . 10 

4. 

Britain  and  Europe’ 
Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock 
‘The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of 

2 2 

2 2 1 

1 . . . 

. . 10 

Britain  and  Ireland’ 

1 1 

. . 2 
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Which  field  guide? 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom 
Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life  Books)  2nd  edn.  1986. 

Excellent,  up-to-date,  concise  texts,  not  merely  repealing  what  is  shown  in  illustrations. 
New  illustrations  (e.g.  waders,  skuas,  gulls,  terns)  excellent.  Maps,  text  and  plates  all 
adjacent. 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock 

The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph)  1983. 

Long,  very  detailed,  accurate  and  authoritative  text,  covering  most  age/sex  plumage 
differences.  Includes  rarities  as  well  as  common  British  species.  Good,  comprehensive  illus- 
trations. Good,  easy-to-use  maps.  Easy  for  reference,  with  text,  illustrations  and  maps  on 
facing  pages.  Durable. 

Gooders  & Harris 

Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Kingfisher)  1986. 

Outstanding  illustrations,  excellent  for  beginners. 

Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow 

The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Ajrica  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) 
Revised  4th  edn.  1984. 

Gomprehensive.  Easy  to  use,  with  good  illustrations  (especially  those  of  passerines)  facing 
relevant  text  and  distribution  maps.  Most  complete  range  of  species:  the  only  guide  to  include 
all  regular  species  in  the  whole  of  the  wide  area  named  in  its  title,  with  maps  lor  all  species. 

Holden,  Sharrock  & Burn 

The  RSPB  Book  of  British  Birds  (Macmillan)  1984. 

Intended  for  beginners.  Clovers  only  272  species,  but,  unlike  other  guides,  illustrates  each 
species  within  its  usual  habitat,  and  covers  behaviour  and  habits  as  well  as  identification. 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom 

A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins)  4th  edn.  1984. 

Comprehensive  and  reliable.  Very  full,  accurate  texts.  Good,  clear  illustrations  (especially 
of  non-passerines),  with  the  familiar,  useful  pointer  system  to  draw  attention  to  important 
features.  Good  maps  of  European  distributions. 

The  publishers  of  four  field  guides 
(the  three  top-rated  in  each  category) 
are  now  entitled  to  use  the  British 
Birds  logo  in  any  promotion  or 
advertising  associated  with  these 
books: 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom 

‘Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe'  (Country  Life  Books) 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock 

‘Ihe  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland'  (Michael  Joseph) 

Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow 

‘The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East' 
(Collins) 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom 

‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe'  (Collins) 

Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock , Fountains,  Park  Lane,  B/unharn,  Bedjord  MK44  3NJ 


Pomarine  Skuas  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  autumn  1985 


A.  D.  Fox  and S.J.  Aspinall 

he  Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus  breeds  in  high-latitude  arctic 


and  subarctic  areas  of  the  USSR,  passing  through  the  North  Sea  and 
temperate  North  Atlantic  en  route  to  wintering  areas  in  the  Atlantic, 
generally  north  of  the  Equator  (Wynne-Edwards  in  Bannerman  1963; 
Wallace  & Bourne  1981;  Cramp  & Simmons  1983).  Historically,  this  was 
the  predominant  species  of  late-autumn  skua  movements  along  the  east 
coast  of  Britain,  occurring  conspicuously  later  than  the  more  numerous 
Arctic  Skua  S.  parasiticus  (Wallace  & Bourne  1981).  Large  numbers  of 
Pomarine  Skuas  occur  every  few  years,  and  notable  influxes,  such  as  the 
famous  ones  in  1879,  are  well  documented  (Nelson  etal.  1907;  Nelson  1911; 
Temperley  1951).  In  autumn  1985,  exceptional  numbers  of  Pomarine 
Skuas  were  noted  along  North  Sea  coasts,  with  peak  numbers  in  early 
November,  later  than  in  most  years,  and  some  remained  to  winter  in 
inshore  waters.  Some  were  seen  flying  overland,  with  numerous  inland 
records  in  Britain  during  November.  This  unusually  late  and  heavy 
passage  coincided  with  large  numbers  in  Continental  inshore  waters  and 
clearly  represented  an  extraordinary  passage.  This  paper  describes  the 
phenomenon  and  suggests  reasons  for  its  occurrence. 

Methods 

All  county  bird  recorders  in  Britain,  the  secretary  of  the  Northern  Ireland 
Bird  Records  Committee  and  the  editor  of  the  ‘Irish  Bird  Report’  were 
approached  to  supply  details  of  Pomarine  Skuas  from  autumn  1985,  with 
additional  appeals  for  information  published  in  British  Birds  (79:  261),  BTO 
News  and  Scottish  Bird  News.  The  response  was  excellent,  with  detailed 
accounts  from  well  over  140  observers,  in  many  cases  giving  past  perspec- 
tives for  each  area  to  highlight  the  remarkable  nature  of  the  1985 
movement. 

I n considering  the  data,  we  have  grouped  information  into  units  covering 
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several  recording  areas,  as  much  as  possible  separating  shallow  inshore 
waters  (or  "soft  coasts’  such  as  the  Scottish  firths  and  the  Thames  estuary) 
from  the  hard  coastlines  with  migration  watch-points  (such  as  Flam- 
borough  Head  and  Filey  Brigg).  As  in  any  such  analysis,  sightings  are 
strongly  biased  by  observer  concentration,  since  many  seawatching  points 
are  manned  only  at  weekends.  We  have  not  adjusted  for  such  bias,  but  have 
relied  heavily  on  sites  such  as  Flamborough  Head,  where  observer  effort  is 
relatively  even  and  also  was  generally  similar  during  the  1985  influx  to  that 
in  previous  years. 

Results 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  information  received,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
analyse  numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  by  seven-day  periods  or  by  month,  as 
appropriate.  The  basic  data  are  summarised  in  fig.  1,  and  the  generalised 
north-south  treatment  is  also  used  in  the  main  text. 


East  coast 

ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND 

Shetland  had  but  one  September  record,  and  only  three  juveniles  in  the  first 
half  of  October.  On  21st  October,  30  were  off  the  Ve  Skerries,  west  of  the 
islands,  12-20  off  Muekle  Flugga  in  the  extreme  north,  50  off  Fetlar  to  the 
east,  and  50  were  seen  from  the  MY  Good  Shepherd  between  Sumburgh  Head 
and  Fair  Isle  to  the  south.  The  following  day,  238  Pomarine  Skuas  were 
seen  around  the  islands,  mostly  from  vessels  just  offshore,  including  50-100 
reported  1 9-24 km  east  of  Fair  Isle.  Subsequently,  numbers  declined 
rapidly,  with  few  noted  from  the  shore  and  ten  off  Whalsay  on  29th  and  30th 
October  being  the  only  double-figure  counts.  Singles  persisted  until  7th 
November,  with  individuals  off  Bard  on  1 2th  November  and  the  last  record 
on  1 1 th  December.  One  (of  six  seen)  at  Belmont  on  26th  October  flew  in  off 
the  sea  and  landed  three  times  on  the  car  bonnet  of  an  incredulous  observer, 
who  was  rewarded  by  the  young  skua  attempting  to  make  a meal  of  his 
hand. 

In  Orkney,  a few  Pomarine  Skuas  were  seen  slightly  earlier,  with  singles 
reported  from  the  Brough  of  Birsay  from  14th  October;  the  autumn  total  of 
26  from  this  regularly  watched  site  contrasts  with  the  one  or  two  seen  in 
previous  years.  Maximum  numbers  occurred,  as  in  Shetland,  on  21st 
October,  when  a passage  from  Papa  Westray  to  Mainland  produced  at 
least  one  Pomarine  Skua  every  30  minutes,  as  if  arriving  on  a diffuse  broad 
front,  moving  east  to  west;  on  the  same  date,  a flock  of  13  (12  light-phase 
adults  and  one  juvenile)  was  at  Finstown.  Skuas  appeared  offshore  into 
November,  the  maximum  being  16  (15  light-phase  adults  and  one  dark- 
phase  adult)  on  1st;  three  corpses  were  also  picked  up  during  this  period. 
Elsewhere,  Pomarine  Skuas  were  present  in  small  numbers  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  one  to  two  on  Foray,  Stronsay  and  at  Deerness. 

Fair  Isle  records  were  not  exceptional:  ten  individuals  in  1985.  compared 
with  one  to  three  in  recent  years. 
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Fig.  1 . Numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  reported  from  coastal  areas  of  Britain 
by  seven-day  periods,  September-December  1985.  a,  Orkney  & Shetland;  b,  Moray  Firth;  c, 
Aberdeen-Angus;  d,  Fife-Lothians;  e,  Northumberland-Gleveland;  f,  Yorkshire  & North 
Humberside;  g,  South  Humberside-Norfolk;  h,  SufTolk-Kent;  i,  West  Scotland,  Northwest 
England,  Northern  Ireland,  Wales-Devon;  j,  Sussex-Cornwall. 


MORAY  FIRTH  (DUNNET  BAY-FRASERBURGh) 

The  Caithness  autumn  total  of  76  far  exceeded  those  in  previous  years  (two 
records  in  1984,  14  individuals  in  1983).  First  arrivals  were  13  on  ‘28th 
September,  followed  by  one  on  1st  October.  The  main  passage  occurred 
between  ‘2‘2nd  and  30th  October,  when  21  were  reported  from  seven 
observations,  including  a light-phase  adult  inland  at  Loch  Heilen.  Only 
nine  were  reported  from  east  Sutherland,  reflecting  the  lack  of  observers, 
but  large  numbers  entered  the  inner  Moray  Firth  area  from  mid  October. 
The  general  picture  is  difficult  to  evaluate,  since  skuas  were  attracted  to 
inshore  waters  by  the  huge  aggregations  of  gulls  feeding  on  an  abundance  of 
sprats;  there  were  substantial  gatherings  of  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla  in  the 
firths  and  in  shallow  offshore  waters,  not  visible  from  land.  The  general 
offshore  picture  is  considered  below,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  skuas  were 
foraging  at  sea  during  the  day  and  moving  to  the  inner  Moray  Firth  towards 
dusk  to  roost.  Separating  actual  passage  from  local  daily  movements  is. 
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therefore,  difficult,  particularly  since  most  observations  were  made  in  late 
atternoon/evening.  from  23rd  October,  individual  juveniles  were  present 
in  the  Beauly  and  Inverness  Firths  almost  daily,  with  at  least  four 
remaining  until  April  1986.  Most  adults  disappeared  by  early  November, 
and  very  few  at  any  time  were  sub-adults.  Peak  numbers  were  recorded  at 
Chanonry  Point  at  the  narrowing  of  the  Inverness  Firth:  50-100  on  21st 
October,  at  least  28  on  22nd  and  more  than  12  the  next  day.  At  this  site. 
Pomarine  Skuas  were  present  throughout  November  at  all  times  of  day,  still 
associating  with  large  numbers  of  gulls;  the  maximum  was  50  on  12th 
November,  falling  to  about  ten  on  most  days  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

I owards  dusk  on  16th  November,  a count  from  Nairn,  from  the  southern 
side  of  the  firth,  produced  67  Pomarine  Skuas  in  three  hours,  most  of  them 
moving  into  the  Inverness  Firth.  In  early  December,  between  three  and  16 
were  present,  and  nine  were  still  there  on  Christmas  Day.  Farther  east, 
along  hard-cliff  coastlines,  fewer  were  seen:  maxima  of  nine  off  Buckie  on 
1 1 th  October,  and  two  at  Lossiemouth  in  strong  winds  on  10th  November. 

ABERDEENSHIRE- ANGUS 

Regular  watching  oil  Peterhead  produced  Pomarine  Skuas  on  most  days 
throughout  October  and  November,  with  largest  numbers  in  October  (17 
on  6th,  28  on  11th,  ten  on  12th  and  12  on  24th).  In  November,  no 
spectacular  passage  was  evident,  apart  from  39  past  Gourdon  in  three 
hours  on  19th.  The  relatively  early  passage  and  small  numbers  involved 
suggest  that  this  stretch  missed  the  more  spectacular  movement  witnessed 
elsewhere  on  the  east  coast.  The  autumn  total  of  190  compares  with  235  in 
the  same  period  in  1976and  183  in  1977,  but  only  79  in  1983  and  42  in  1984. 

FIFE-BORDERS 

In  September,  watchers  from  Fife  Ness  located  1 7 Pomarine  Skuas  on  22nd 
and  14  on  23rd,  but  62%  of  the  Fife  total  of  1 18  records  were  in  November, 
including  14  on  9th  and  15  on  19th.  Four  immatures  were  at  Fife  Ness  on 
7th  December,  two  being  still  thereon  26th. 

In  the  Firth  of  Forth,  the  situation  is  hampered  by  Pomarine  Skuas 
remaining  in  the  area  over  substantial  periods.  Seawatches  from  Hound 
Point,  however,  recorded  about  350  bird-days,  involving  mostly  skuas 
moving  west  into  the  inner  firth.  Largest  numbers  were  in  late  October  and 
throughout  November,  but  wintering  individuals  persisted  until  the  end  of 
the  year. 

In  East  Lothian,  the  passage  was  most  pronounced  in  late  October,  the 
first  suggestion  of  the  movement  being  23  flying  past  Barnes  Ness  on  25th. 
followed  by  12,  one  and  108,  respectively,  on  the  next  three  days.  On  31st 
October,  15  flew  north  past  Dunbar  and  76  northwest  past  North  Berwick 
in  75  minutes.  In  November,  23  were  seen  at  Barnes  Ness  in  three  hours  on 
10th,  and  one  to  13  were  noted  on  eight  dates  to  the  end  of  the  month.  Four 
unidentified  skuas,  probably  Pomarines,  were  still  at  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick,  on  26th  December. 

The  Borders  experienced  a relatively  poor  autumn  for  this  species,  with  a 
total  of  only  20,  and  a maximum  office  at  St  Abbs  Head  on  26th  October. 
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Single  immatures  were  seen  at  Eyemouth  on  24th  November  and  24th 
December. 


NORTHUMBERLAND-CLEVELAND 

In  Northumberland/Tyne  & Wear,  there  were  13  records  of  Pomarine 
Skuas  before  31st  October,  on  which  date  61  flew  south  just  after  dawn  oil 
St  Mary’s  Island,  with  nine  on  the  same  day  ofTTynemouth  and  42  further 
unidentified  skuas.  In  November,  27  were  seen  from  seven  sites  on  2nd  and 
3rd,  with  daily  records  from  5th;  41  flew  south  past  St  Mary’s  Island  in  four 
hours  on  10th,  38  were  seen  there  on  19th,  and  the  last  sightings  were  oil 
Hartley  on  24th.  Three  moved  south  ofl'St  Mary’s  on  26th  December  and 
two  south  off  Holy  Island  on  2nd  January  1986.  These  total  numbers  far 
exceed  the  usual  in  an  area  where  it  is  an  uncommon  passage  species  (e.g. 
26  in  autumn  1984,  31  in  1983,  three  in  1982). 
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Fig.  2.  Percentage  occurrence  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  by  14-day  periods  at 
Spurn  Head,  North  Humberside,  and  Filey  Brigg,  North  Yorkshire,  during  July-December 
1961-84  and  1985;  and  at  Strumble  Head.  Dyfed,  in  1983-1984  and  1985 
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Fig.  3.  Passage  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  at  Flamborough  Head.  North 
Humberside,  by  months  (July-December),  1982-85.  expressed  as  number  of  individuals  seen 

per  hour  watched 

I ii  Cleveland,  there  were  few  records  until  25th  October,  when  seven  flew 
south  oil  South  Care,  followed  by  38  off  Hartlepool  on  31st.  As  elsewhere, 
numbers  built  to  a peak  on  10th  November,  when  78  definite  and  90 
probable  Pomarine  Skuas  were  off  Hartlepool,  13  flew  south  off  South  Gare 
and  at  least  120  (out  of  145  skuas  seen)  flew  south  at  Cowbar.  the  same 
observer  later  counting  55  off  Saltburn.  The  autumn  total  of  392  compares 
with  the  combined  total  for  the  previous  lour  autumns  of80. 

YORKSHIRE  AND  NORTH  HUMBERSIDE 

Early  records  of  single  Pomarine  Skuas  at  Filey  Brigg  on  three  dates  in 
August  and  one  date  in  September  gave  no  hint  of  the  subsequent 
remarkable  passage.  (Tie  or  two  were  noted  on  most  days  from  12th 
October  to  the  end  of  the  month,  with  12  on  12th.  16  on  26th  and  30  on  31st. 
Substantial  movements  followed  on  2nd  November  (at  least  108.  perhaps 
139,  individuals),  and  again  on  10th.  when  up  to  1 70  passed  during  the  day. 
One  or  two  were  seen  to  the  end  of  the  month,  with  16  on  12th  and  eight  on 
21st,  and  imrnatures  persisted  into  December  to  give  a final  total  for  Filey 
Brigg  of  over  450  Pomarine  Skuas.  This  compares  with  six  in  1981,  two  in 
1982,  six  in  1983  and  13  in  1984.  but  it  was  also  remarkable  for  the  lateness 
of  the  passage  peak  compared  with  recent  years  (fig.  2). 

Observers  at  Flamborough  noted  14  Pomarines  in  July,  15  on  nine  dates 
in  August,  and  49  on  19  dates  in  September.  In  October,  numbers  in- 
creased, with  a total  of  430  on  20  dates,  including  107  on  12th,  64  on  29th 
and  79  on  3 1st.  The  largest  numbers  ever  recorded  appeared  in  November, 
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again  the  significant  passage  being  noted  on  2nd  (304)  and  10th  (330), 
contributing  to  the  month’s  total  of  997.  Two  individuals  were  recorded  in 
December,  bringing  the  autumn  total  to  1,520.  This  movement,  too,  was 
later  than  those  recorded  in  recent  years  (fig.  3)T 

At  Spurn,  the  picture  was  similar,  with  one  individual  in  July,  ten  on 
eight  dates  in  August,  17  on  14  dates  in  September,  but  again  larger 
numbers  in  October  from  19th  totalling  101  on  12  dates,  with  peaks  on  29th 
(41)  and  31st  (ten).  November  saw'  the  heaviest  passage,  with  peaks  of  54 
(2nd)  and  1 80  or  more  ( 10th),  but  only  a further  15  on  six  dates  to  the  end  of 
the  month,  giving  a monthly  total  of  273.  Two  w'ere  also  seen  on  3rd 
January  1986.  The  lateness  of  the  peak  passage  at  Spurn  compared  with 
recent  autumns  is  again  conspicuous  (fig.  2). 

The  heavy  coastal  passage  of  10th  November  coincided  with  a number  of 
inland  records  from  Yorkshire  (table  1),  almost  all  moving  south  or  south-" 
west.  Subsequently,  numbers  were  seen  inland  throughout  Britain  (see 
below). 

SOUTH  HUMBERSIDE-NORFOLK 

In  South  Humberside,  autumn  1985  produced  294  records  of  Pomarine 
Skuas,  five  times  the  previous  highest  number  and  16  times  the  average  for 
autumns  1970-84.  Maxima  occurred  in  November,  especially  on  2nd  (33  at 
three  sites)  and  10th  (91,  including  one  inland  at  Covenham  Reservoir). 
There  were  19  oil  Huttoft  in  northeast  gales  on  26th  December,  coinciding 
with  movements  off  North  Kent  and  Suffolk. 

The  Wash/North  Norfolk  situation  is  difficult  to  assess  owing  to  dupli- 
cation of  records  and  the  amount  of  seawatching  that  goes  unreported.  The 
data  presented  in  fig.  1 are  thus  probably  inaccurate,  but  several  observers 
gave  considerable  details  and  these  provide  some  idea  of  the  general 
pattern.  At  Paston,  nine  Pomarines  passed  east  on  2nd  November  and  67 
on  10th  November,  out  of  an  autumn  total  of  99  (compared  with  a com- 
bined total  in  the  previous  four  autumns  of  38,  ranging  from  four  to  19  per 
year).  At  Cley,  at  least  101  were  offshore  on  2nd  November,  while  in  a 
northwesterly  gale  on  10th  a minimum  of  128  were  seen  (moving  only  after 
08.30  gmt  and  generally  passing  east).  Most  remarkable  of  all  was  a series 
of  observations  in  a force  8/9  northwest  wind  at  Lynn  Point  in  The  Wash, 
where,  between  10.30  and  13.00  gmt  on  10th  November,  at  least  80 
Pomarine  Skuas  flew  SSW  inland  with  over  150  Kittiwakes  and  two  Great 
Skuas  S.  skua:  many  skuas  were  light-phase  in  groups  of  one  to  four,  but  one 
flock  contained  1 1 ; later  that  day,  ten  flew  SSW  low  over  Clenchwarton  and 
15  Pomarines  passed  SSW  over  Greenland  Farm  east  of  Ouse  mouth. 
Observers  reported  several  Pomarines  around  the  Ouse  Washes  (e.g. 
singles  at  Welney  on  7th  and  20th  November  and  26th  December)  and 
others  over  Cambridgeshire  later  in  that  month.  Fdsewhere  in  Norfolk,  the 
pattern  was  much  the  same,  with  45  at  Snettisham  and  about  50  at 
Hunstanton  on  2nd  November,  40  at  Blakeney  Point  on  9th,  and  a count 
during  the  severe  weather  of  10th  of  at  least  20  at  Hunstanton.  Numbers 
subsequently  declined,  with  maxima  of  16  on  12th  at  Cley,  eight  on  17th  at 
I itchwell  and  five  on  21st  at  Sheringham. 


Pomarine  Skuas  in  autumn  1985 


41 1 


SUFFOLK- KENT 

In  Suffolk,  Pomarine  Skuas  are  normally  sufficiently  rare  to  warrant 
detailed  descriptions,  so  with  such  a flood  of  records  (76,  as  against  an 
annual  average  of  three  over  the  last  six  autumns)  most  went  unvetted. 
Only  two  October  records  highlights  the  lateness  of  the  passage  which  was 
such  a feature  ol  the  autumn,  especially  in  the  south;  most  were  reported  in 
November,  with  maxima  of  four,  eight  and  three  at  Minsmereon  18th.  19th 
and  20th  respectively.  Many  persisted  until  December,  with  an  adult  at 
Benacre  throughout  that  month.  Last  records  were  of  nine  moving  south  in 
half  an  hour  ofl  Lowestoft  on  26th  December  and  a single  immature  feeding 
on  a gull  carcase  on  the  River  Orwell  on  29th. 

In  Essex,  there  were  two  records  in  September  and  six  in  October,  but 
the  main  arrival  was  in  November,  conspicuously  with  five  inland  at 
Hanningfield  Reservoir  on  10th.  Most  sightings  were  in  December,  with  a 
maximum  of  35  around  two  fishing  boats  off  Southend  Pier  on  15th  and  up 
to  six  there  regularly  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Pomarine  Skuas  remained  in 
the  I ilbury  area  to  the  end  of  December,  at  least  one  staying  until  20th 
April  1986,  and  another  was  at  Hanningfield  from  29th  to  31st  December. 
1 here  was  a substantial  number  on  the  Essex  side  of  the  Thames  estuary:  in 
a county  where  the  annual  totals  rarely  exceed  ten  sightings. 

A juvenile  appeared  at  Staines  Reservoirs  on  4th  October,  remaining  for 
the  following  day  and  being  seen  at  Wraysbury  Reservoir  on  7th.  Other 
records  from  the  London  area  were  characteristically  in  November:  a 
juvenile  was  picked  up  dying  at  Morden  on  20th,  another  appeared  at 
Queen  Mother  Reservoir  on  23rd-24th,  and  a third  juvenile  was  found  on 
the  Thames  at  West  Thurrock  on  30th.  There  were  several  records  of 
Pomarine  Skuas  remaining  in  the  area  in  early  1986;  although  undoubtedly 
not  the  entire  picture,  these  included  juveniles  at  Staines  on  12th-  15th 
January  and  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  (1st  December  to  9th  February, 
with  two  until  at  least  1st  March,  one  remaining  until  9th  March). 

In  North  Kent,  Pomarine  Skuas  occurred  regularly  from  24th  September 
and  almost  daily  from  13th  October.  Although  numbers  were  small  (up  to 
eight),  the  constant  presence  was  unusual.  As  elsewhere,  main  movements 
occurred  in  November,  on  2nd  (wind  northwest  force  4)  and  10th  (north- 
west force  6),  with  an  unexpected  movement  on  8th  (southwest  force  4).  On 
2nd  November,  36  moved  west  at  Reculver,  with  20  reported  from 
Shellness.  On  8th,  19  moved  south  past  Sandwich  Bay,  and  28  skuas  which 
flew'  west  at  Dungeness  were  probably  Pomarines.  On  10th,  13  passed 
south  at  Grain,  43  flew'  south  past  Shellness  and  33  passed  south  off  North 
Foreland,  followed  by  seven  and  14  south  at  Shellness  on  1 1th  and  12th, 
respectively.  Most  of  those  at  Shellness  would  probably  have  continued 
overland  as  at  The  Wash  and.  indeed,  one  was  reported  inland  at  Dodding- 
ton  on  10th.  Smaller  numbers  occurred  in  northeast  winds  during  18th- 
20th  November,  with  maxima  of  13  each  at  Shellness  and  Allhallows  on 
19th,  by  which  time  age  ratios  were  reverting  to  the  normal  predominance 
of  immatures.  Small  numbers  remained  throughout  December  and  it  was 
quickly  apparent  that  Pomarine  Skuas  were  wintering  in  the  area:  gales 
produced  13  at  Cliffe  and  24  at  Minnis  Bay  on  26th  December  and  1 1 at 
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Shellness  on  27th  December,  while  smaller  movements  of  up  to  1 1 indi- 
viduals continued  of!  Thanet  into  late  January.  Resident  wintering 
immatures  numbered  four  at  Cliffe,  one  at  Allhallows,  two  at  Shellness,  five 
at  Thanet  and  one  to  three  at  Sandwich  Bay;  most  left  in  early  March. 

North  Sea 

The  Nature  Conservancy  Council  ‘Seabirds-at-Sea  Team’  reported  61 
Pomarine  Skuas  from  regular  North  Sea  transect  activities,  commenting 
that  this  was  more  than  in  previous  years.  Maximum  daily  totals  of  nine  on 
29th  October  (between  56°1  l'N  2°36'\V  and  56°25'N  2°24'\V)  and  seven 
on  30th  October  (between  56°15'N  2°03'\V  and  56°30'N  2°07'\V)  suggest 
that  the  major  influx  into  this  part  of  the  Nortli  Sea  occurred  on  these  dates. 
This  fits  with  a slightly  earlier  arrival  farther  north  at  installations  on  the 
‘Thistle’  oilfield  between  61°22,N  1°35'W  and  58°49,N  0°42'\V,  where 
eight  individuals  were  seen  between  20th  and  24th  October.  Seven  were 
seen  on  six  occasions  from  20th  October  to  25th  November  in  ‘Argyll  Field’, 
with  singles  at  ‘Forties  D’  on  9th  November  and  ‘Shelf  Driller’  on  4th 
November,  while  at  ‘Britannia’  20  were  reported  on  6th  November  and  one 
on  1st  December. 

All  North  Sea  coasts  experienced  exceptional  numbers,  and  it  is  clear 
that  substantially  more  Pomarine  Skuas  than  in  normal  years  were  in 
North  Sea  waters.  That  this  was  not  merely  the  result  of  onshore  winds 
driving  birds  close  inshore  to  British  coasts  alone  is  shown  by  the  numbers 
of  Pomarine  Skuas  at  the  same  time  in  Denmark,  where  highest  counts  were 
of  89  passing  Skagen  on  1 2th  November  and  72  in  Kpg  Harbour  on  9th;  the 
Netherlands  also  experienced  a vast  influx,  with  ‘many  hundreds  every- 
where along  coast  and  at  many  places  inland  in  November  1985  . . . largest 
numbers  on  7th  and  1 1 th’,  while  Sweden  and  Finland  reported  exceptional 
numbers,  especially  in  the  first  half  of  November  (Brit.  Birds  79:  288). 

Inland  Britain 

All  inland  records  are  listed  in  table  1.  This  demonstrates  the  November 
arrival  of  many  Pomarines  inland,  probably  resulting  from  strong  northerly 
winds  in  early  November  and  again  on  26th  December. 

Western  Seaboard  and  English  Channel 

The  north  coast  ofScotland  is  not  well  watched,  but  a single  Pomarine  Skua 
was  noted  on  2nd  November  and,  after  the  wind  backed  north  from  easterly 
on  the  night  of  8th/9th,  four  appeared  at  Balnakiel  Bay,  Durness,  where 
singles  were  seen  on  27th  and  29th  November.  In  contrast  to  the  east  coast, 
western  Britain  enjoyed  a normal  passage  of  Pomarine  Skuas  (fig.  1), 
although,  since  in  most  autumns  few  are  seen,  it  is  hard  to  make  meaningful 
comparisons.  Passage  in  September  comprised  two  inshore  off  Galloway, 
seven  off  Ayrshire  and  seven  blown  into  the  Solway  during  the  south- 
westerly gales  on  1 2th- 1 5th. 

On  the  Welsh  coast  and  in  the  Severn  estuary  there  was  little  difference  in 
numbers  compared  with  previous  years,  with  the  exception  of  Strumble 
Head,  Dyfed  , where  regular  watching  produced  30  on  10th  November,  part 
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Table  1.  Inland  records  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  in  Britain  in  autumn 

1985 


Date 

No. 

County 

19th  October 

2 

Northamptonshire 

2nd  November 

1 

Staffordshire 

7th  November 

1 

Cambridgeshire 

10th  November 

36 

Yorkshire 

6 

Wiltshire 

5 

Essex 

4 

Cambridgeshire 

1 

Derbyshire 

1 

Kent 

1 

South  Humberside 

1 

Staffordshire 

1 0th/ 1 1th  November 

1 

West  Midlands 

1 1 th  November 

1 

Buckinghamshire 

1 

West  Midlands 

14th-  18th  November 

1 

Bedfordshire 

1 7th  November 

2 

Norfolk 

18th/  19th  November 

1 

Staffordshire 

19th  November 

1 

Leicestershire 

20th  November 

1 

Cambridgeshire 

1 

Northamptonshire 

2 1st  November 

4 

Greater  Manchester 

26th  December 

1 

Cambridgeshire 

Note:  During  the  same  period,  the  following  were  identified  as  Arctic  Skuas  5.  parasiticus:  10th 
November,  1 Nottinghamshire  & 4 + 5 Derbyshire;  26th  December,  1 Derbyshire;  27th/28th 

December,  1 Derbyshire 


of  the  huge  passage  noted  from  so  many  parts  of  Britain  and  suggesting 
some  movement  away  down  the  west  coast.  Of  exceptional  occurrence  were 
December  Pomarines  in  Ayrshire,  at  Ceredigion  (where  one  was  picked  up. 
some  two  weeks  dead,  on  3rd  January  1986),  and  in  Pembrokeshire;  there 
were  records  from  the  Severn  on  21st  and  27th  December  and  subsequently 
up  to  five  different  individuals,  with  one  present  on  the  Gwent  and  Avon 
shores  until  at  least  13th  May  1986. 

The  English  Channel  passage  was  also  initially  much  as  normal,  with 
relatively  few  skuas  compared  with  the  east  coast  and  the  early  passage 
restricted  to  late  August/early  September.  Again,  it  was  during  the  first 
week  of  November  that  the  heavy  movement  of  Pomarine  Skuas  occurred, 
with  substantial  numbers  leaving  the  Channel.  Most  records  came  from 
Dorset,  where  165  were  reported  from  Portland  Bird  Observatory, 
including  30  on  4th,  55  on  5th  and  75  between  6th  and  16th;  elsewhere,  nine 
passed  Purbeck  on  5th,  7th  and  16th  and  23  passed  Hengistbury  Head  on 
4th,  seven  on  14th  and  five  on  15th.  After  this,  Pomarine  Skuas  were  again 
scarce,  but  two  were  at  Portland  on  1st  December  and  another  on  9th.  In 
Devon,  the  passage  was  not  unusual,  although  two  November  records  out 
of  an  autumn  total  of  21  individuals  was  notable.  In  Cornwall,  the  passage 
was  unremarkable  through  September-October.  but  a watch  at  Rose- 
m ul lion  Head  on  4th  November  produced  33  Pomarine  Skuas  passing 
south,  21  of  these  between  1 1.05  and  12.05  hours  in  a SSE  force  6 wind; 
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since  the  hrst  IV2  hours  of  daylight  were  missed,  the  total  may  well  have 
been  considerably  higher.  St  Ives  Head,  well  watched  throughout, 
recorded  nine  in  September,  then  one  on  5th  November  and  six  on  10th 
November.  W ith  the  large  numbers  reported  in  the  North  Sea,  this  pattern 
clearly  suggests  that  some  south  coast  seabird  movements  in  autumn  derive 
from  the  North  Sea  and  that  not  all  are  displacements  from  the  Western 
Approaches. 

Ireland 

The  only  Irish  records  during  October-November  1985  were  as  follows 
(singles  unless  stated  otherwise):  two  at  Longfield,  Lough  Foyle,  Co. 
Londonderry,  on  11th  October;  Groomsport,  Co.  Down,  on  2nd 
November;  Ramore  Head,  Co.  Antrim,  on  6th  November;  St  John’s  Point, 
Co.  Down,  on  9th  November;  Lough  Foyle,  Co.  Londonderry,  on  12th” 
November;  and  Howth  Head,  Co.  Dublin,  on  1st  December  ( Irish  Birds  3: 
311,  and  additional  records).  It  is  noteworthy  that  these  few  records  all 
relate  to  north-facing  and  east-facing  coasts. 

Weather  in  autumn  1985  and  timing  of  the  passage 

Virtually  all  recorders  noted  that,  while  numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  were 
exceptional  in  the  east,  the  most  unusual  feature  of  the  passage  was  the  late 
arrival  of  these  birds  (particularly  in  the  southern  North  Sea)  compared 
with  ‘normal’  years.  Comparison  of  data  from  well-watched  areas  shows 
this  to  be  so,  not  only  in  the  east,  where  the  passage  was  most  dramatic,  but 
also  at  Strumble  Head,  Dvfed  (fig.  2);  at  Flamborough  Head,  the  late 
October/ early  November  passage  was  atypical  (fig.  3). 

Patterns  in  fig.  1 demonstrate  the  much  later  occurrence  in  the  southern 
North  Sea  compared  with  the  more  northerly  waters.  This  suggests  that 
skuas  stayed  to  feed  in  the  North  Sea  for  about  three  weeks  before  moving 
out  into  the  Channel.  Pomarine  Skuas  certainly  remained  in  soft-coast 
areas  inshore,  but,  with  the  warm,  stable  anticyclonic  conditions,  it  seems 
likely  that  substantial  numbers  remained  in  offshore  waters.  This  is  borne 
out  by  their  appearance  farther  south  as  the  anticyclone  collapsed  and 
strong  northerly  airstreams  predominated  in  the  North  Sea,  as  on  10th 
November  (fig.  4).  Periods  of  warm  settled  weather  frequently  draw  shear- 
waters Pujfinus  into  the  North  Sea  (P.  A.  Lassey  in  lilt .),  and  the  discrepancy 
in  timing  of  peak  numbers  between  Flamborough  and  Kent/Cap  Gris  Nez 
suggests  that  the  birds  spend  two  to  four  weeks  in  the  North  Sea  before 
departing.  With  the  extended  period  of  settled  warm  weather  in  the  North 
Sea  during  September-( )ctober  1985,  it  may  well  be  that  warm  sea  tem- 
peratures encouraged  the  development  of  abundant  food  resources  for 
birds,  holding  Kittiwakes  and  Pomarine  Skuas  for  longer  than  in  more 
normal  unsettled  weather.  It  is  also  possible  that,  without  the  gales, 
Pomarine  Skuas  on  dispersal  may  well  have  slipped  away  to  the  north  of 
Scotland  or  south  through  the  Channel,  so  that  less  of  a late  passage  would 
have  been  apparent. 

I n North  Kent,  Pomarine  Skuas  are  normally  scarce  in  August  and  early 
September,  with  a clear  passage  peak  during  22nd  September-29th 
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Fig.  f Synoptic  chart  lor  the  North  Atlantic  at  12.00  gmt  on  10th  November  lOO.i.  showing 
the  strong  run  of  northerly  winds  down  the  North  Sea 

October  (I).  L.  Davenport  in  lilt.)-  Most  information  in  east-coast  county 
bird  reports  over  the  last  50  years  or  so  generally  confirms  this  six-week 
period  as  the  main  departure  time  through  inshore  waters  (e.g.  Mather 
1080).  4'his  also  applies  to  Cap  (iris  Nez  in  France  and  Hstaca  de  Bares  in 
Spain,  the  main  seawatching  points  for  those  countries.  Seawatching  from 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland  has  apparently  been  irregular  until  recently  , when 
a movement  of  1 I 1 and  139  at  Bridges  of  Ross,  Co.  Clare,  on  1 5th- 1 6th 
October  1983  suggested  a passage  there  during  a similar  period  to  that  in 
the  North  Sea  and  the  Channel.  The  lateness  of  the  1985  passage  is 
therefore  remarkable,  since  even  in  previous  years  of  apparent  influxes 
(such  as  1967,  1970,  1973  and  1982)  excess  numbers  tended  to  be  restricted 
to  ‘normal'  passage  periods  (Oliver  & Davenport  1971;  Mather  1986). 

Age  ratios 

D.  L.  Davenport  (in  lilt.)  has  commented  that  in  Kent,  in  normal  years, 
adult  Pomarine  Skuas  generally  predominate  until  6th  October,  after 
which  immatures  and  juveniles  become  increasingly  the  more  numerous. 
The  1985  passage  was  unusual  for  the  exceptional  proportion  of  adults  for 
earlv  November  (45%  of  the  84  in  his  sample  from  North  Kent),  the  vast 
majority  of  which  were  light-phase.  After  the  huge  movement  of  10th 
November,  the  influx  occurred  with  northeast  winds  during  18th-20th 
November,  by  which  time  the  proportions  had  reverted  to  ty  pe,  with  over 
90%  of  the  skuas  being  juveniles  or  sub-adults. 

This  situation  was  mirrored  at  Flamborough.  where  the  seawatching 
group  has  devoted  considerable  efforts  over  the  last  three  autumns  to 
determining  the  ages  of  passage  skuas.  The  1984  passage  was  considered 
typical  of  most  autumns  since  1976  (but  not  necessarily  representative  of 
tiie  total  picture  in  previous  decades;  see  Mather  1986),  where  adults 
predominate  in  earlv  September,  but  are  few  after  the  first  week  of  October. 
During  this  time,  increasing  numbers  of  immatures  pass  through,  reaching 
a peak  in  mid  September  as  more  and  more  birds  of  the  year  move  past, 
conspicuouslv  later  than  most  of  the  older  sections  of  the  population  (fig.  5). 
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Fig.  5.  Passage  of  different  age  classes  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  at  Flamborough 
Head,  North  Humberside,  in  autumns  1984  and  1985;  histograms  represent  percentage  of 
annual  total  for  each  year,  and  digits  indicate  sample  size  in  each  instance 


In  1985,  the  passage  was  compressed  into  a short-duration  movement,  with 
few  patterns  of  age  segregation  apart  from  the  perpetuation  of  juveniles  a 
little  after  the  main  movement  in  early  November.  The  Pomarine  Skuas 
reported  throughout  Britain  during  December  1985-April  1986  (presum- 
ably genuine  winterers)  were  predominantly  juveniles,  although  a single 
sub-adult  wintering  around  the  Charleston  area  of  the  Beauly  Firth  was 
watched  moulting  into  light-phase  adult  plumage  in  March-April. 

Juveniles  accounted  for  64%  of  the  2,070  individuals  assigned  to  age 
class  (excluding  large  numbers  with  some  ambiguity  relating  to  juvenile/ 
immature/sub-adult  classification  or  identification).  Ratios  from  samples 
of  more  than  50  exceed  50%  juveniles  in  all  parts  of  Britain,  ranging  from 
55%  (of a sample  of  100,  Strumble  Head)  to  87%  (of a sample  of  7 1 , Kent). 
In  all  areas,  sub-adults  made  up  a relatively  small  proportion  of  the  total, 
numbering  only  8%  of  all  aged  birds.  The  remaining  28%  adults  were  not 
all  assigned  to  phases,  but,  of  the  141  which  were,  121  (86%)  were  light- 
phase,  in  line  with  general  estimates  of  proportions  of  colour-morphs  of  this 
species  (Davenport  1979,  1981;  Cramp  & Simmons  1983). 
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Previous  heavy  passages  of  Pomarine  Skuas  in  Britain 

\\  hereas  there  are  many  Arctic  Skuas  in  the  North  Sea  every  autumn 
during  August-September,  large  numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  occur  only 
sporadically,  mostly  in  October.  It  may  be  that  the  occurrence  of 
Pomarines  depends  more  on  onshore  winds  and/or  perhaps  that  they  have 
a more  variable  annual  breeding  success  than  the  commoner  species. 

Spectacular  numbers  have  been  reported  in  the  past,  none  more  notable 
than  in  1879.  In  that  year,  T.  H.  Nelson  first  saw  50  or  so  Pomarine  Skuas 
heading  northwest  offshore  from  Teesmouth  on  8th  October,  with  100 
moving  in  a similar  direction  the  next  day.  On  14th.  a northeast  gale  sprang 
up,  driving  vast  numbers  of  Pomarines  inshore  with  other  skuas,  and  many 
came  ashore  exhausted  (Nelson  etal.  1907;  Nelson  191 1;  Temperley  1952); 
many  were  found  inland  as  far  as  Bedfordshire  and  the  West  Midlands 
(Harrison  el  a/.  1982).  In  Scotland,  the  species  was  noted,  abnormally,  near 
Cape  Wrath  in  Sutherland  (Harvie-Brown  & Buckley  1888a).  and  the 
1 ayside  area  experienced  ‘a  phenomenal  appearance  [of]  this  and  other 
species  ol  skua  [ in ) all  stages  of  plumages,  some  of  which  were  got  at  inland 
localities’  (Harvie-Brown  190b).  Rintoul  & Baxter  (1935)  quoted  Robert 
Gray:  'I  examined  between  30  and  40  specimens  of  this  skua  shot  in  East 
Lothian,  chiefly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  North  Berwick.  Very  large  flocks 
appeared  oil  Dunbar  and  were  so  tame  as  to  perch  in  crowds  on  the 
masonry  of  the  pier.  They  would  not  leave  at  being  shot  at.  which  showed 
they  had  either  come  ashorewards  through  fatigue  and  stress  of  weather  or 
had  been  quite  unaccustomed  to  the  presence  of  man.’  The  local  taxidermist 
Small  was  kept  busy:  he  is  quoted  as  saying  ‘some  hundreds  were  killed 
about  this  time  in  the  Forth  below  Queensferryf  The  story  is  the  same  from 
various  parts  of  Britain:  in  Norfolk,  for  example,  following  the  violent  gales, 
200  skuas,  nearly  all  Pomarines,  were  killed,  some  far  inland  (Seago  1977): 
unusual  numbers  were  recorded  even  from  Devon  and  Cornwall  (Moore 
1969;  Penhallurick  1969).  Large  numbers  were  reported  under  similar 
conditions  in  the  following  year.  Such  large  movements  arc.  however, 
exceptional  and,  while  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  extent  of  such  influxes,  it 
would  appear  that  1879  and  1985  stand  out  as  being  years  of  unparalleled 
abundance  of  Pomarine  Skuas  in  Britain. 

Unusual  numbers  have  been  reported  in  other  years,  and  in  some  cases 
their  localised  nature  suggests  that  weather  patterns  were  responsible,  as  in 
1862  (off  Ireland  in  October)  and  1884  (off  Lewis  in  the  Outer  Hebrides: 
Harvie-Brown  & Macpherson  1904).  More  recently,  in  1976.  high  numbers 
were  in  northern  waters:  186  passed  into  the  Beauly  Firth  in  two  hours  on 
29th  September  and  1 10  were  off  Collieston,  Aberdeenshire,  on  2nd 
October  (Thom  1986);  the  species  occurred  inland  in  that  year,  in  London. 
Northamptonshire,  Essex  and  Greater  Manchester.  Large  numbers  were 
again  reported  in  1982.  with  a high  proportion  of  juveniles.  Many  records 
for  other  years  relate  to  storms  ‘wrecking’  birds  inshore  on  autumn  passage, 
with  others  wrecked  or  found  in  a weak  state  far  inland,  such  that 
occurrence  of  Pomarine  Skuas  seems  to  correlate  with  weather  patterns 
during  the  periods  of  maximum  movement  through  British  waters. 

Aside  from  abnormal  events,  patterns  of  occurrence  are  difficult  to 
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analyse.  This  is  particularly  true  of  shore-based  seawatching  observations, 
where  increasing  observer  expertise  and  the  great  upsurge  in  the  popularity 
of  seawatching  cloud  any  trends  in  numbers  past  and  present.  Analysis  of 
inland  records  from  Britain  may,  however,  suggest  a trend  of  appearance 
every  three  years  (fig.  6).  This  is  of  particular  interest  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  vast  majority  of  records  pertain  to  juveniles,  and  that  they  coincide 
with  especially  good  ‘lemming  years’  in  the  high-arctic  parts  of  Russia 
(Dorogov  1983).  Typically,  the  majority  of  inland  records  are  in  late 
November/early  December,  and  it  is  perhaps  no  coincidence  that  the  peak 
years  are  also  those  in  which  wintering  Pomarine  Skuas  are  most  frequent 
in  coastal  areas. 
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Fig.  6.  Numbers  of  inland  records  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pornarinus  in  Britain,  1970-85 
(data  from  county  bird  reports  and  avifaunas).  Spheres  indicate  ‘lemming  years’  (after 

Dorogov  1983,  quoted  in  Summers  1986) 

The  Pomarine  Skua  is,  in  fact,  the  second  most  common  skua  species 
(after  the  Great  Skua)  seen  in  Britain  in  winter,  although  the  numbers 
involved  are  small.  There  were  records  from  Shetland  in  December  (two) 
and  February  (Evans  & Buckley  1899),  and  Pomarines  have  occurred  with 
some  frequency  in  small  numbers  during  December-Februarv  in  the  Moray 
Firth  (Thom  1986),  although  most  winter  records  are  from  the  English 
North  Sea  coasts. 

Discussion 

Although  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  information  relating 
to  Pomarine  Skua  passage  in  spring  (see  Critchley  1972;  Davenport  1975, 
1979,  1981,  1984;  I horpe  1981),  there  is  little  literature  on  the  autumn 
passage  in  northwest  Europe.  Passage  of  Pomarine  Skuas  from  arctic 
breeding  grounds  to  winter  quarters  is  thought  to  straddle  much  of  the 
Atlantic  (Cramp  & Simmons  1983);  some  fly  west  through  Svalbard  seas 
before  turning  south  (E0venskiold  1964),  while  small  numbers  are  thought 
to  cross  the  Gulfs  of  Bothnia  and  Finland  and  fly  down  through  the  Baltic. 
It  wotdd  appear,  however,  that  a substantial  proportion  passes  close  to 
British  inshore  waters,  and  the  species  is  a regular,  sometimes  numerous 
migrant  through  the  North  Sea  and-  to  a lesser  extent  off  the  western 
seaboard  of  Britain.  It  is  hardly  surprising  that  Pomarine  Skuas  appear 
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most  frequently  in  the  west  in  autumn  after  westerly  gales,  and  that  most 
are  seen  from  eastern  shores  during  appropriate  times  in  winds  between 
northwest  and  northeast. 

1 he  1985  influx  occurred  later  than  the  normal  passage,  and,  while  the 
few  records  typical  ol  the  west  coast  suggest  nothing  apart  from  a normal 
light  run  ol  birds  in  September,  the  arrival  in  late  October  of  large  numbers 
of  Pomarine  Skuas  on  a broad  front  in  waters  off  northern  Scotland 
indicates  that  the  main  part  of  the  population  was  late  in  reaching  British 
waters.  The  year  1985  was  an  exceptional  one  in  the  Russian  Arctic, 
enjoying  both  a fine  early  spring  and,  in  many  parts,  a warm  dry  summer; 
coupled  w ith  this,  it  was  a lemming  year  and  it  is  tempting  to  speculate  that 
Pomarine  Skuas,  being  major  predators  on  lemmings  (Cricetidae) 
(Dementiev  et  al.  1969),  would  have  had  a good  breeding  season.  Food 
scarcity  may  trigger  the  movement  south  from  the  nesting  grounds,  and 
food  abundance  in  1985  perhaps  kept  the  skuas  on  the  breeding  grounds 
slightly  later  than  is  usual.  The  high  number  of  juveniles  seen  in  Britain 
suggests  a successful  breeding  season,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  absolute 
numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  passing  northwest  European  coasts,  and 
doubtless  this  in  part  explains  the  large  number  of  sightings.  1 1 is  of  interest 
to  note  that,  in  autumn  1982,  high  proportions  of  juvenile  Pomarine  Skuas 
were  also  recorded  from  Flamborough  (85%)  and  Cornwall  (50%);  1982 
was  the  last  year  before  1985  in  which  lemming  numbers  were  high. 

In  the  early  part  of  November  1985,  there  was  a week  of  severe  weather 
following  the  domination  of  a high-pressure  system  over  the  North  Atlantic. 
The  decay  of  this  system  led  to  a sudden  rush  of  cold  northerly  airstreams. 
with  gales  of  up  to  force  9 from  the  north  and  NNW.  At  a time  when  large 
numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  were  present  in  northern  waters,  this  resulted 
in  the  considerable  influx  along  North  Sea  coasts.  Even  before  that, 
however,  skuas  were  residing  in  soft-coast  sections  of  Britain,  feeding  w ith 
the  vast  gatherings  of  gulls  (particularly  Kittiwakes)  present  in  October- 
November.  This  pattern  persisted  into  December,  and,  indeed,  wintering 
Pomarines  were  reported  from  many  parts  of  Britain  feeding  on  gull 
carcases.  More  northerly  airstreams  flushed  further  Pomarine  Skuas 
inshore  in  late  December,  suggesting  that  even  more  were  present  just  out 
of  sight  of  land,  and  individuals  in  the  Thames  estuary  and  the  Moray  Firth 
remained  well  into  the  following  spring.  An  examination  of  past  records 
shows  that  juveniles,  which  are  known  to  leave  the  breeding  grounds  after 
their  parents  (Cramp  & Simmons  1983),  occur  in  North  Sea  areas  after  the 
main  passage  of  adults,  and  are  more  likely  to  remain  very  late  into  the 
autumn.  They  are  also  the  most  likely  age  class  to  winter  in  British  waters 
and  they  are  the  most  frequent  seen  inland  in  late  autumn,  particularly 
after  good  breeding  seasons. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  factors  causing  the  1985  influx  of 
Pomarine  Skuas  into  Britain  and  Ireland  were  complex  and  dependent  on 
food  supply  in  British  waters,  weather  patterns,  and  perhaps  the  high 
numbers  ofjuveniles  inflating  the  population.  The  event  merely  underlines 
our  lack  of  knowledge  regarding  high-arctic  species  which  are  a common- 
place feature  of  our  offshore  migrant-bird  populations. 
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Summary 

During  autumn  1985,  large  numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  were  recorded 
around  North  Sea  coasts.  Peak  numbers  appeared  later  than  in  recent  years,  many  brought 
inshore  by  strong  northerly  winds  on  2nd  and  10th  November.  Greatest  numbers  were  noted 
on  passage  at  regular  seawatching  sites  along  rocky  shores,  but  some  skuas  remained  in 
inshore  waters  well  into  1986  in  eastern  Britain  and  in  the  Severn  estuary.  The  abnormal 
numbers  are  thought  to  have  been  a result  of  stable  meteorological  conditions  in  September- 
October  1985,  followed  by  the  collapse  of  high-pressure  systems  and  ensuing  strong  northerly 
airflows  which  brought  skuas  close  inshore.  The  high  proportion  ofjuveniles  recorded  suggests 
a successful  breeding  season,  which  may  have  inflated  normal  passage  totals,  but  the  reasons 
for  the  influx  are  doubtless  complex  and  remain  unclear. 
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P.  G.  Lansdown  and  the  Rarities  Committee 

Committee  membership  is  listed  on  the  inside  front  cover  each  month, 
and  on  the  back  of  the  title  page.  In  the  absence  offurther  nominations 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  451),  Alan  Brown  started  his  term  of  membership  on  10th 
April  1987,  replacing  Roy  Dennis  who  retired  as  the  longest-serving 
member.  Roy  served  for  two  terms,  totalling  19  years,  and  we  are  most 
grateful  for  his  enormous  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  during 
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Rarities  Committee  news 


this  long  period.  Peter  Grant’s  retirement  from  the  Rarities  Committee  in 
December  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  22,  251)  resulted  in  PGL  taking  over  as 
Chairman  and  Steve  Gantlett  being  co-opted  .to  the  Committee  from  1st 
January  1987.  Peter  was  a member  for  16  years,  1 1 of  them  as  Chairman, 
and  his  sound  opinions  and  guidance,  his  efficiency  and  his  progressive  yet 
steadying  chairmanship  will  all  be  greatly  missed. 

The  following  points  of  interest  arise  mainly  from  the  Committee’s 
annual  meeting  at  Swanwick,  Derbyshire,  on  10th  April  1987. 

Removal  of  species  from  Rarities  Committee  list 

It  is  Committee  policy  (Brit.  Birds  75:  338)  that  a species  is  automatically 
considered  for  possible  removal  from  the  list  of  those  assessed  by  the 
Committee  if  more  than  150  individuals  have  occurred  during  the  past  ten 
years  and  it  has  occurred  at  least  ten  times  in  at  least  eight  of  those  years.* 
Ollier  species  of  slightly  less  frequent  or  consistent  occurrence,  especially 
those  which  are  easy  to  identify,  may  also  be  considered  for  removal. 
Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis , with  445  individuals  during  1976-85 
(including  412  in  the  second  half  of  that  decade)  and  six  of  those  years  with 
ten  or  more  records,  whilst  not  conforming  to  the  guidelines,  generated  the 
most  debate  in  the  meeting.  Because  of  the  identification  problems, 
particularly  relating  to  first-years,  and  the  current  high  rejection  rate,  it 
was  decided  to  obtain  the  reaction  of  the  county  and  regional  recorders  to 
the  removal  of  Ring-billed  Gull  from  the  Committee’s  list  prior  to  making  a 
decision.  At  the  following  day’s  Bird  Recorders’  meeting  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
663),  about  80%  of  recorders  who  expressed  an  opinion  made  it  known  that 
they  were  quite  prepared  to  take  on  the  responsibility  of  assessing  records  of 
Ring-billed  Gull  at  local  level.  A subsequent  postal  vote  amongst  the 
Rarities  Committee  produced  a majority  in  favour  of  the  removal  of  Ring- 
billed Gull  from  its  list  of  species  considered.  Several  other  species  were 
discussed  at  the  Committee’s  annual  meeting  and  it  was  considered 
appropriate  that  records  of  Crane  Grus  grus,  with  554  individuals  during 
1 976-85  and  nine  of  those  years  with  ten  or  more  records,  should  cease  to  be 
assessed  by  the  Committee. 

Records  of  the  following  species  dated  up  to  31st  December  1987  should 
continue  to  be  submitted  to  the  Rarities  Committee,  preferably  via  the  local 
recorder,  whilst  those  dated  from  1st  January  1988  should  still  be  sent  to  the 
appropriate  county  or  regional  recorder: 

Crane 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Papers  covering  the  identification  problems  of  each  of  these  species,  high- 
lighting pitfalls,  will  appear  in  this  journal  in  due  course.  The  Committee 
will,  however,  be  pleased  to  continue  to  consider  any  particularly  difficult 
or  contentious  record  at  the  request  of  the  recorder. 

Election  of  new  members 

Two  vacancies  will  arise  in  the  ranks  of  the  Committee  in  March  1988:  from 
Peter  Grant’s  retirement  (currently  filled,  in  an  ex-officio  capacity,  by  Steve 
Gantlett)  and  from  the  automatic  retirement  of  the  longest-serving 
member. 


Rarities  Committee  news 


1 he  Committee’s  nominees  are  Steve  Gantlett  and  Rob  Hume.  Botli  are 
long-experienced  birdwatchers  who  are  widely  travelled  in  the  Western 
Palearctic  and  have  made  various  contributions  to  this  journal  on 
identification  subjects  (see  below).  Steve,  a freelance  ornithologist,  is 
prominent  in  British  rarity  circles  and  lives  in  Norfolk.  Rob.  who  lives  in 
Bedfordshire,  is  well  known  for  his  work  for  the  RSPB  and  authorship  of  a 
number  of  identification  papers;  his  profile  appeared  in  1983  (Brit.  Birds  76: 
215-216). 

As  usual,  we  invite  other  nominations,  which  should  be  sent  to  me  by  3 1st 
December  1987.  II  further  nominations  are  received,  a postal  election  will 
take  place,  in  which  county  and  regional  recorders  and  bird  observatories 
will  vote. 
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Notes 


Reactions  of  sea-ducks  to  windsurfers  On  22nd  June  1981,  from  the 
beach  just  west  of  Yellowcraig,  Lothian,  I was  watching  a loose  flock  of 
some  400  Eiders  Somateria  mollissima  spread  out  for  about  200m  close 
inshore  and  a compact  flock  of  220  Common  Scoters  Melanitta  nigra  about 
400m  out  to  sea.  Suddenly,  the  Eiders  took  oil  quickly  and  scattered 
eastward  to  the  open  sea;  a few  seconds  later,  the  scoter  flock  reacted 
similarly  and  flew  out  of  sight  around  the  coast.  At  this  moment,  I noticed 
that  a windsurfer  had  come  into  view  500m  to  the  west  and  250m  from  the 
shore  around  a rocky  headland.  Some  ten  minutes  after  he  had  disappeared 
from  view  to  the  east,  the  Eiders  made  their  way  slowly  back  to  their 
original  site,  although  the  scoters  were  not  seen  again. 

Dinghies  and  other  small  boats  (both  sail-  and  engine-powered)  are 
frequently  present  on  the  sea  at  Yellowcraig,  but  the  Eiders  largely  ignore 
them  or  merely  swim  out  of  the  way  if  they  come  too  close.  By  contrast,  the 
appearance  of  the  windsurfer  produced  instant  panic,  even  when  the  board 
was  some  distance  away.  It  may  have  been  the  suddenness  with  which  the 
surfer  appeared  that  alarmed  the  birds,  or,  at  that  time,  the  unfamiliarity  of 
the  sight.  M.  W.  Fraser 

Percy  Fitzpatrick  Institute  oj  Ajrican  Ornithology,  University  oj  Cape  Town, 

Rondebosch  7700,  Republic  oj  South  AJrica 

Dr  C.  H.  Fry  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘Casual  observations  on  the  Ythan  Estuary, 
Grampian,  which  1 walked  for  an  hour  or  two  in  most  weeks  up  to  1986,  suggested  that  none  of 
the  wildfowl  was  much  disturbed  by  the  activities  of  up  to  about  20  windsurfers  who  were  often 
present.  The  ducks,  mainly  Eiders,  Long-tailed  Ducks  Clangula  hyemalis,  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  Mergus  senator,  Goldeneyes  Bucephala  clangula  and  YVigeons  Anas  penelope , simply 
moved  a minimum  distance,  1 00-300  m perhaps,  out  of  the  way.  Of  the  surfing  activities,  95% 
were  confined  to  a stretch  of  about  200  X 300  m,  leaving  areas  of  open  water  and  sheltered  bays 
totalling  300  X 1 ,000m  for  the  several  hundred  wildfowl  generally  present;  also,  surfers  tend  to 
use  the  estuary  at  high  tide,  and  the  ducks  to  feed  on  a falling  or  low  tide. 

‘When  the  windsurfers  first  appeared  on  the  Ythan  Estuary  in  about  1983,  the  wildfowl 
might,  of  course,  initially  have  been  scared;  if  so,  they  adapted  rapidly.’  Eds 

Prey-capture  techniques  of  Peregrine  During  the  winters  of  1977/78 
and  1978/79,  many  thousands  of  Starlings  Sturnus  vulgaris  used  the  centre  of 
Benghazi,  Eibya,  as  a winter  roost,  and  this  attracted  several  Peregrines 
Falco  peregrinus.  During  many  hours  of  observation,  only  five  kills  were 
witnessed,  and  three  basic  prey-capture  techniques  were  noted.  The  first, 
well  documented  in  the  literature,  involved  the  falcon  soaring  high  over  the 
incoming  flight  lines  and  stooping  on  these  as  they  passed  through  the  city 
suburbs;  the  impression  gained  was  that  the  Peregrine  intended  only  to 
scatter  the  flocks  and  chase  individuals.  The  falcons  operating  in  the 
suburbs  (a  maximum  of  three  in  the  air  at  one  point,  but  possibly  five  to 
seven  present)  often  stayed  close  to  the  flocks  as  they  approached  the  city, 
but  usually  broke  away  to  maintain  a watch  for  further  Starlings;  this  gave 
them  access  to  abundant  potential  prey  for  at  least  one  hour  before  dusk. 
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I tie  second  method,  which  had  the  added  advantage  of  leading  to  the 
third  technique  it  unsuccessful,  involved  using  the  taller  citv-centre 
buildings  as  cover.  As  the  Starling  flocks  entered  the  city,  they  became 
concentrated  while  funnelling  along  the  streets  approaching  the  central 
roosting  site;  they  often  flew  quite  low,  and  always  below  rooftop  height. 

I he  Peregrine  (usually  only  one  operated  around  the  roost  itself)  would 
hang  above  and  behind  the  tallest  building;  as  the  flocks  came  closer,  it 
would  dive  between  adjacent  buildings  and  ambush  the  Starlings  at  high 
speed.  Again,  the  impression  was  one  of  creating  panic  rather  than 
attempting  to  kill  in  such  a confined  situation.  The  flocks,  having onlv  one 
escape  route,  would  explode  upwards;  pursuit  of  a much  smaller  group  or  of 
an  individual  would  then  follow. 

On  6th  February  1979,  this  second  method  resulted  in  the  third  and  most 
interesting  technique.  With  the  wind  often  quite  fresh,  the  confined 
situation  and  the  Starlings'  initial  speed  often  caused  them  to  check  when 
climbing  above  the  rooftops.  On  this  occasion,  a Peregrine  was  within  a 
metre  or  two  of  a flock  that  appeared  almost  stationary;  the  falcon  drifted 
sideways,  passing  through  the  flock  at  right  angles  and  emerging  with  a still 
struggling  Starling  in  its  talons;  it  killed  the  prey  with  its  bill  while  flying 
towards  its  plucking  post.  The  whole  movement  was  carried  out  at  such 
slow  speed  that  every  detail  was  clearly  seen.  T his  technique  was  not 
observed  against  flocks  moving  through  the  suburbs,  and  was  not 
attempted  on  small  waders  during  many  hours'  observation  in  Tanzania; 
one  must  assume  that  it  can  be  carried  out  only  at  slow  speed.  Considering 
the  energy  expended  during  more  normal  feeding  pursuits,  this  seems  a 
most  efficient  technique  for  Peregrines.  X.  E.  Baker 

PC)  Box  5272,  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania 


Freezing  postures  adopted  by  Snipe  and  Common  Sandpiper  in 
presence  of  hunting  Sparrowhawk  In  the  evening  of  27th  Julx  1983,  at 
Morton  Lochs  XX R.  Fife,  we  watched  two  Lapwings  Vanellus  vanellus . one 
Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago , one  Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus  and  one 
Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos  feeding  on  the  exposed  mud.  At  19.30 
GMT,  from  an  elevated  hide  oxerlooking  the  loch,  we  saw  an  adult  female 
Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus  approach  fast  and  low  from  the  south  and 
attack  one  of  the  Lapwings,  which  it  failed  to  catch.  All  the  waders  except 
the  Snipe  and  the  Common  Sandpiper  flew  away.  The  raptor  flew  to  a tree 
immediatelv  aboxe  and  behind  the  hide.  While  it  was  perched  there,  we 
noted  that  both  the  Snipe  and  the  Common  Sandpiper  had  remained 
motionless.  The  Snipe  sat  on  the  mud  on  its  tarsi,  but,  unlike  in  the 
‘pseudo-sleeping  attitude'  described  by  Bernard  King  (Brit.  Birds  48:  232). 
it  kept  its  eyes  open.  The  sandpiper,  however,  although  resting  on  its  tarsi, 
adopted  a crouching  position,  as  if  about  to  take  off.  w ith  its  primary  tips 
and  tail  pointing  directly  down  towards  the  gently  sloping  mud;  its  body, 
neck  and  head  were  attenuated,  giving  the  bill  an  elongated  appearance, 
and  it  looked  slimmer  than  normal.  While  the  hawk  was  present,  the 
sandpiper  remained  in  this  posture,  apparently  not  even  blinking  its  eye 
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Fig.  1 . Posture  of  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos  in  presence  of  perched  female  Sparrow- 

hawk  Accipiter  nisus  (Jan  Hendry) 

(which  was  visible  to  us)  (see  fig.  1).  After  seven  minutes,  the  Sparrowhawk 
flew  away,  passing  directly  over  the  sandpiper.  As  soon  as  it  had  passed 
overhead,  the  Common  Sandpiper  rose  from  its  position  and  started  to 
preen  and  the  Snipe  flew  oil. 

At  19.47  hours,  a Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  flew'  over  the  loch  in  non- 
hunting flight,  but  elicited  no  visible  response  from  the  sandpiper. 

We  thank  Jan  Hendry  for  drawing  the  figure. T.  W.  Dougall, 
W.  A.  M attingley,  J.  A.  Mattingley  and  D.  R.  Stewart 
do  Department  oj  Geography,  The  University,  St  Andrews,  Fife  KY169AL 

Wood  Sandpiper’s  reactions  to  passing  raptors  On  19th  September 
1986.  I was  drawing  a Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola  on  the  edge  of  Loch 
Sti  1 ligarry , South  Uist.  Bobbing  its  tail  and  feeding  actively,  it  was  steadily 
moving  towards  me,  when  it  froze,  and  then  slowly  lowered  itself  into  the 
water  as  a Merlin  Falco  columharius  passed  overhead  (fig.  1 ) . The  Merlin  was 


Fig.  1 . Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola  after  having  slowly  lowered  itself  into  water  as  a Merlin 

Falco  columbarius  passed  overhead  ( W.  Neill) 

travelling  perhaps  10m  up  and  showed  no  interest  in  the  sandpiper,  which 
soon  continued  to  feed  as  before.  About  15  minutes  later,  it  stopped  again, 
but  this  time  with  its  head  up,  and  then,  giving  three  quick  calls  of  alarm,  it 
flew  off.  A female  Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  then  passed  close  along  the 
edge  of  the  loch.  The  sandpiper  had  arched  high  in  the  sky  before  dropping 
into  cover  on  the  far  side  of  the  loch.  It  was  interesting  to  note  how  it  had 
chosen  the  ‘correct’  response  to  the  hunting  methods  of  the  two  raptors. 

W.  Neill 

Rannachan,  Askernish,  South  Uist  PA81 5SY 

Identification  of  juvenile  Pomarine  Skua  With  regard  to  the  note  on  the 
‘Buckinghamshire  skua’  (Brit.  Birds  78:  669-671),  I should  like  to  confirm 


also  7X  42B/GAT* 

. . particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  wvodland  or  forest: 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching. . . " 

(British  Birds  Vo  1 79  No.  6 June  19861 
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Adlersco  ie  25  x 80  — straight  or 
45°  399 

(other  eyepieces  avail.) 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

when  telescope  and  tripod  bought  together 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use 
our  mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days 
approval  is  allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25 
(via  A3,  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  Price  list 
and  map  upon  request. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 

Mon  rues  KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01  -648  8822 

Sat9  am  to  *The  /\24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (0221) 
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Jefl  Blincow  s comments  concerning  the  identification  of  some  juvenile 
Pomarine  Skuas  Stercoranus pomarinus.  On  14th  April  1986,  I photographed 
a juvenile  at  North  Kessock,  Inverness  (plate  195),  which  clearly  showed 
creamy  tips  to  the  primaries  and  tertials  and  creamy  fringes  on  the  outer 
webs  of  the  greater  coverts.  Other  Pomarine  features  (as  described  by  Lars 
Jonsson:  But.  Birds  77:  443-446)  show  well:  the  heavy,  two-tone  bill  con- 
trasting with  the  dark  feathering  around  its  base;  light  grey  barring  on  the 
hindneck;  and  heavy  undertail-covert  barring.  As  a matter  of  additional 
interest,  it  seemed  surprising  that,  even  as  late  as  April,  this  individual  still 
retained  mainly  juvenile  plumage,  the  only  sign  of  moult  being  some 
missing  feathers  among  the  scapulars  and  in  the  tail.  A second  juvenile 
Pomarine  present  at  the  same  time  was  in  very  similar  plumage. 

A. Broome 

3 Martin  Close,  OJJerton,  Stockport,  Cheshire  SK2 5UW 


195.  Juvenile  Pomarine  Skua  Stercoranus  pomarinus , Inverness-shire,  April  1986  (.4.  Broome) 


Mallard  duck  and  ducklings  ‘freezing’  when  approached  On  5th  June 
1984,  as  I was  walking  through  Coulmore  Wood.  Black  Isle,  Ross  & 
Cromarty.  Highland,  I saw  four  Mallard  ducklings  Anas platyrhynchos  still  in 
the  ‘round’  downy  stage  and  about  16  cm  long  swimming  in  a small  area  of 
water  (5  m2),  all  that  remained  in  the  centre  of  a pond  mostly  filled  with  a 
growth  of  sedge  Carex  about  40  cm  high.  On  my  approach,  they  rapidly 
flapped-and-ran  across  the  water  to  hide  in  the  thick  vegetation,  where  I 
presumed  the  duck  to  be.  This  reaction  is  the  one  expected  for  ducklings  in 
this  habitat.  Two  days  later.  I discovered  the  ducklings  with  the  duck  about 
60  m farther  on,  feeding  under  trees  in  a muddy  pool  4 m X 1 m where  cattle 
had  trodden  down  all  the  vegetation  that  might  otherwise  have  provided 
cover.  I approached  slowly,  for  the  path  led  within  2 m of  the  pool.  For  a 
moment  the  ducks  were  out  of  sight,  as  I had  to  negotiate  a curve  in  the 
path,  and  when  I looked  again  I could  see  no  duck  or  ducklings.  A more 

[The  inclusion  of  plate  195  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  ZEISS  West  Germany] 
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careful  inspection  revealed  the  family  to  be  absolutely  motionless;  the  duck 
was  in  the  water  with  her  neck  outstretched  and  bill  submerged,  looking 
like  a mouldy  bit  of  old  log;  the  duck  and  her  ducklings  were  all  facing  in  the 
same  direction,  unequally  spaced  in  the  pool,  one  close  up  to  her.  They 
resembled  lumps  of  stone  or  mud  sticking  out  of  the  water;  even  their  eyes 
were  closed  so  as  to  reflect  no  gleam  of  light.  The  Mallards  remained  like 
this  for  at  least  as  long  as  it  took  me  to  walk  beyond  the  point  where  I could 
see  them  no  more  (perhaps  20  m). 

It  seems  remarkable  that  such  young  birds  can  react  so  quickly  and 
perfectly  to  the  same  stimulus  (my  approach)  in  two  very  different  ways 
depending  on  their  surroundings.  Elspeth  Bartlett 

1 Craigrory,  North  Kessock , Inverness  IV1 1XH 


iktoentp-ftot  pears  ago... 


‘Such  is  the  vast  extent  of  wild  heathery  mosses  and  marshy  moorland  in  this  region  that  scarce 
the  full  force  of  the  B.O.U.  could  effectively  search  it  out  in  a single  season— far  less  two  or 
three  belated  observers,  however  hard  they  work.  In  conclusion,  may  I add  that  last  year  I 
motored — solely  in  this  study — 1,824.5  miles — distances  walked,  climbed,  waded  and  bog- 
trotted  not  registered!  This  year  the  record  is  less — under  1,400  miles — largely  owing  to  the 
bad  weather  (one  can’t  use  a glass  in  rain  or  fog,  especially  on  high  ground),  and  also  to 
extraneous  detail  such  as  a law-suit  in  London!’  From  ‘Spring-notes  on  the  Borders’.  {Brit. 
Birds  6:  1 17,  September  1912) 


Best  recent  black-and-white 
bird-photographs 

Once  again  (for  the  twenty-eighth  time),  we  have  greatly  enjoyed  select- 
ing the  photographs  that  have  been  submitted  for  this  feature.  Whilst 
we  have  not  been  overwhelmed  by  entries,  it  is  apparent  from  the  next  few 
pages  that  there  are  a number  of  bird-photographers  who  obtain  great 
satisfaction  from  black-and-white  work.  We,  in  turn,  are  delighted  to  share 
their  results  with  our  readers. 

Readers  will  recollect  that,  where  possible  in  this  feature,  we  try  to  show 
the  work  of  ‘new’  photographers  and  ‘new’  species.  In  this  context,  of 
course,  ‘new’  means  new  to  the  feature.  This  year  we  have  one  ‘new’ 
photographer — Steve  Young — and  three  ‘new’  species — Little  Bustard 
Otis  tetrax , Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti  and  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula. 

Amongst  the  ‘old  stagers’  whose  work  we  show,  particular  mention  must 
be  made  of  Dr  Kevin  Carlson,  who,  for  the  third  successive  year,  has  had 
three  photographs  selected,  and  Mark  Hamblin,  who,  for  the  first  time,  has 
also  had  three  selected. 


\Hnt.  fords  80:  428-438.  September  1987] 


196.  Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  catching  hoverfly  ( Kevin  Carlson)  (Nikon  FE,  300mm  Nikkor,  FP4,  1/500, 

18) 

197.  Male  Little  Bustard  Otis  tetrax  displaying,  Portugal,  May  1986  ( Kevin  Carlson)  (Nikon  FE,  200mm 

Nikkor  micro,  FP4,  1/250,15.6) 


198.  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  hovering,  Netherlands,  April  1982  ( Hans  Schouten)  (Nikon  F,  600mm 

Novoflex) 

199.  Pair  of  Sparrowhawks  Accipiter  nisus  at  nest,  Lancashire,  June  1986  ( Tony  Bond)  (Canon  A-l, 

135mm  Canon,  FP4,  1/125,  auto) 


200.  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata  approaching  nest,  W arwickshire,  July  1986  ( Mark  Hamblin) 

(Pentax  MX,  70-2 10mm  zoom,  FP4,  1/125,  f5.6) 


201.  Cetti's  Warbler  Cettia  cetti , Portugal,  April  1986  (Kevin  Carlson)  (Nikon  FF,  600mm  Soligor.  FP4, 

1/125, f8) 
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202.  Curlew  Numenius  arquata  wing  lifting,  Co.  Cork,  October  1986  ( Richard  T.  Mills)  (Nikon  FE2, 
600mm  Nikkorwith  1.4  X converter  Tri-X,  1/500,  f5.6) 


203.  Jackdaws  Corvus  monedula  collecting  nesting  material,  Co.  Galway,  April  1986  ( Richard  T.  Mills ) 

(Nikon  FE2,  600mm  Nikkor,  Tri-X,  1/1000,  f5.6) 


BIRD  ILLUSTRATOR  OF  THE  YEAR 


— — ^ 

Kowa  are  pleased  to  be  invited 
to  sponsor  the  Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year  competition. 

Organised  by  British  Birds,  all 
entries  will  be  considered  for 
inclusion  in  future  Kowa 
publicity  and  advertising. 

Watch  British  Birds  for  more 
details. 

/ 

Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 
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Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent.  TN8  6HA. 
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MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945.  (D204) 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 

BINOCULARS  • TELESCOPES  T°p 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  8t  LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mail  order  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2'h  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ Will  UUV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


RSPB 

CONSERVATION 

REVIEW 


Edited  by  James  Cadbury  and 
Michael  Everett. 


The  new  RSPB  annual  journal. 
For  the  first  time,  a detailed 
account  of  the  Society’s 
research  and  conservation  work 
— a major  contribution  to 
conservation  literature. 

First  issue  published  JULY  1987 
Price  £3  inch  postage. 

ORDER  NOW  from 
Dept  CL,  RSPB, 

The  Lodge,  Sandy, 

Beds  SG19  2DL. 


XI 


xii 


New  This  Autumn 


CHRISTOPHER  HELM  & 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  KENT,  SURREY  & SUSSEX 
Don  Taylor,  Jeffery  Wheatley  and  Tony  Prater 
£9.95  pbk  0-7470-2600-9  288  pages 

56  maps,  35  line  drawings  September 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  WALES 
David  Saunders 


£9.95  pbk  0-7470-3000-6  256  pages 

55  maps,  30  line  drawings  October 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  THE  WEST  MIDLANDS 
Graham  Harrison  and  Jack  Sankey 
£9.95  pbk  0-7470-1402-7  288  pages 

53  maps,  25  line  drawings  October 


Already  available:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  and  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  East  Anglia 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  BEDFORDSHIRE,  BERKSHIRE,  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

HERTFORDSHIRE  & OXFORDSHIRE 

Brian  Clews,  Andrew  Heryet  and  Paul  Trodd 

£9.95  pbk  0-7470-0401-3  320  pages 

70  maps,  31  line  drawings  September 


(D223) 


British  BirdShop 

ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 


Recordings  Please  add  £1.75 p & p per  order  Please  tick  V 

Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Boswall  A Field  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  oj Britain  and  Europe 

Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  13  hours) £95.00*  1~1 


Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  □ v 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  0 ( 

Cassette  pack  3 Goldcrest  to  crows CP3  U | eac 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours) £95.00* *  O 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  and  2 LP  discs  of  mammals £108.90*  CH 

To  order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xii  & xiv  in  vour  May  1987 
issue. 

Companion  set  of  recordings  of  69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  LP  discs) £ 1 3.90*  I I 

*plus  £1.75  p&p  per  order 

Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  U) 

Books  and  other  items  are  included  in  British  BirdShop  only  if  they  are 
approved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  be  generally  reliable,  good  value 
and  useful  additions  to  a birdwatcher’s  library.  Any  item  ordered  through 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  approval  can  be  returned  and  your 
money  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It  is  our  aim  to  provide  British  Birds 
subscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  service  possible.  All  correspon- 
dence concerning  British  BirdShop  should  be  addressed  to  British  BirdShop. 
c/o  NHBS,  2 W ills  Road.  Totnes.  Devon  TQOoXN. 

Books  New  books  and  special  offers  marked  * 

"The  ‘British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection 

( )rder  any  three  of  these  field  guides  and  claim  £3.00  reduction.  This  oiler  is  open  (or  only  two  months 
Bruun.  Delhi,  Svensson.  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) 

Paperback  £5.95  O Hardback  £9.95  O 

Ferguson- Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph 

THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  BRITAIN  £8.95  O 

Gooders  & Harris  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Kingfisher) 

for  the  beginner Paperback  £6.950  Hardback  £9.93 1 I 

Hein/el.  Fitter  & Parslow  The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  Sorth  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) 

THE  best  GUIDE  for  use  in  north  AFRICA  and  the  MIDDLE  east Paperback  £5.95  [H  Hardback  £8.95 1 I 

Holden.  Sharrock  & Burn  The  RSPB  Book  of  British  Birds  t Macmillan) 

FOR  THE  beginner Paperback  £3.50  □ Hardback  £6.95  □ 


Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (Witherby) £11 .50  □ 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  oj  Rarer  British  Birds  (Witherby) £12.00  QJ 

Peterson.  Mount  fort  & Hollom  ,4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) 

THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  EUROPE £8.9  1 Q 

I have  ordered  at  least  three  of  the  above  books  and  claim  a reduction  of  £3. 00 CD 


*.\li  & Ripley  Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan,  compact  edition  (OL'P) £38.00  □ 

Birkhead  & Perrins  The  Mute  Swan  (C.  Helm) £13.95  Q 

Brown.  Ferguson.  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) £ 1 7 .95  U) 

Busbv  Drawing  Birds:  an  RSPB  guide  (RSPB) - 12.9.)  Q 

Clarke  & Clarke  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia  (C.  Helm) £8.95  □ 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  1 1 extern  Palearclic  vol.  I £70  Q vol.  2 £75  0 vol.  3 £70  O vol.  4 £70  O vol.5£75  0 

*SPECIAI.  ‘BWP’  OFFER.  EXCLUSIVE  TO  ‘BB’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Vols.  I -5  (usual  price  £355.00) £295.00  O 

If  vol.  5 purchased  now  at  £75  (order  below),  vols.  1-4  available  at  £60  each  (usual  price  £/0) 


*de  Sohauensee  The  Birds  of  China  (OL'P) Paperback  £19.50  C 

* Diamond.  Schreiber.  Attenborough  cV  Prestt  Save  the  Birds  (CLP)  £172)0  Q 

* Flint.  Boehme.  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  CSSR  (Princeton) £45.30  □ 

Gensbol  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe.  Sorth  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £ 1 4.95  □ 


♦ Harrison.  C.  An  Alias  of  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic  (Collins)  Best  Bird  Book  of  1982 

was  £ 1 5.00.  is  now  £7.95  U 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xiv  to  complete  your  order. 
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British  BirdShop  (continued) 

ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Please  tick 


Harrison.  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  (C.  Helm)  Revised  edn.  Best  Bird  Book  of  1983 £19.95  d 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm)  Paperback  £15.95  0 

Havman.  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  world  (('.  Helm) 

Best  Bird  Book  of  1986  £- 1 .95  d 

* H ill  & Langs  bury  A Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe  (Collins) £12.95  d 

King.  Dickinson  & Woodcock  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South  East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  d 

Knystautas  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR  (Century) £14.95  d 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd  revised  edn. 

Best  Bird  Book  of  1984 Paperback  £9.95  d 

Newman  Newman's  Birds  of  Southern  Africa  (Macmillan) Paperback  £8.95  d 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1 .95  d 

Oddie  Gone  Birding  (Methuen) £74)5  d 

Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  of  Israel  (C.  Helm) £19.95  d 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  d Hardback  £ 10.95  d 

*Pratt,  Bruner  & Berrett  The  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacific  (Princeton) 


Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain  (C.  Helm) £12.95  d 

*Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (usual  price  £9.95) £7.95d 

Sharrock  The  ‘ British  Birds  ’ Mystery  Photographs  Book  4-  The  Solution  Was  £4.80.  but  prize  won,  so  now £ 1 .50  d 

Simmons  & Prytherch  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds  (Bristol  OC) Paperback  £7.50  d 

Simpson  & Day  The  Birds  of  Australia  (C.  Helm)  New  edn £25.00  d 

*Slater.  Slater  & Slater  The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds  (Rigby) £ 1 6.95  d 

Urban.  Frv  & Keith  The  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £65.00  d vol.  2 £68.50  d 

* Wallace  Birdwatching  in  the  Seventies  ( Macmillan)  (usual  price  £7.95) £3.95  d 

British  Birds  The  ‘British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 


1978  edn  £0.60  d 1 984  edn.  if  other  books  ordered.  £1.00  d 1984  edn  £1 .85  d 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  any  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  write-in  orders 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  maximum  of  £3.50). 

write-in  orders 


Binders 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  12  issues  & index) £6.95  d 

*[  have  ordered  more  than  £35. 00-worth  of  books  on  this  form  and  wish  to  claim  a free  British  Birds 

Binder,  final  month:  offer  closes  30.9.87  d 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  SEPTEMBER  1987 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payment,  can  be  made  in  US$  or  Irish  punts  at  current  exchange  rales.  Sterling 
payments  can  also  be  made  directlv  into  UK  Giro  account  number  37  5886303.  but  please  still  post  this  form.  Please  allow  28  days 
lor  delivery  in  UK,  longer  if  abroad.  To  qualify  for  POST  FREE  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no. 


Name 


Ref. 

No. 


Address 


Total  £ 


.Chcque/PO  enclosed  d 


Giro  payment  made  d 


You  can  also  pay  using 
these  credit  cards: 


If  your  address  for  credit  card  purposes  is  different  from  that  above,  give  it  here 


You  can  phone  in  your  credit 

tel.  Totnes  (0803)  865913 


■■ A-  | 

wojiwvara 


Please  debit  my  Access/Visa/MasterCard/Eurocard 

Expiry  date 


Signature 

card  orders,  but  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no.  as  well  as  your  credit  card  no. 


NOTE  NEW  ADDRESS  British  BirdShop,  c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 
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HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TS1 £152  93 

TS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A. £43  70 

40  x £3737 

TSN1 £240  3S 

TSN2 £227.70 

20  x W/l £70.15 

40  x W/A £49.45 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £280.00 

30  x 80 £312.00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £189.00 


»H,GHRES0LmK 


00 


n 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  x 40  BGA £175.00 

8 x 40  BGA  £170  00 

8 x 30  BGA £160.00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10x40  BGAT £447  00 


SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HRS £176  23 

BRESSER  G.A 

8x32 £184  00 

7x42 £185.00 

10x42 £186.00 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B £87.00 

8x40B £90  99 

10  x 40B £92  60 

10x50B £98  75 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  • HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


(BB232) 


Talk  toA.R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


ZEISS  WEST 

10x  40  BGA  T Dialyt 


S/Focus  £423.00 

lOx  40  B Dialyt  S/Focus  £423.00 
8x  30  BGA  T £360.00 

7x42  BGA  T Dialyt.  £414.00 

8x  56  BGA  T Dialyt  £489.00 

8x  20  B Mini  Dialvt  £175.95 

10x25  B Mini  Dialyt 
15x  60  GA 

£190.95 

£768.00 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa/Access 
for  same  day  dispatch! 

SWIFT 

8 5x  44  New  Audubon 

7 5x  42  Osprey 

9x  42  SPWA 
lOx  42  SPWA 

£161.95 
£128  43 
£122.60 
£129.85 

ZEISS  JENA 

8x  30  Jenoptem 

£47.95 

8x  30  Deltrintem 

10x50  Jenoptem 

lOx  50  Dekarem 

8x  32  Notarem 

£55.95 

£65.95 

£89.95 

£122.00 

10x40  Notarem... 

£176.00 

LARGEST  STOCKS  OF 
BINOCULARS  AND 
TELESCOPES  UNDER 
ONE  ROOF' 


TELESCOPES 

Spacemaster  15-45  x 60  £179.95 
Spacemasler  22x  WA60E165.95 
B/L  Discoverer  15-60  x 60  £209.95 
KowaTS2  Body  and 

zoom £183.00 

KowaTSN2  Body  £218.95 

KowaTSNI  Body  £239.95 

Kowa  eyepieces  for  TSN 
20-60  zoom  £98.95 

20x  W/A  £68.95  — 25x  £56.40 
— 40  x £56.40  — 


TELESCOPES 

KoawTSN4  Prominar 
Tamrom  20-60x65 

Optolyth  30  x 75  

Optolyth  30  x 80 
Optolyth  TB  80  mm 
TB  80  eyepieces  20  x £‘ 
30x  £56  - 40  x £57 
Habicht  23  x 70  BGA , 
Habicht  25-40x  755 
Mirador  Merlin  25x60 
Opticron  20-60  x 60  HR 


£438.95 

£299.00 

£290.00 

£322.00 

£287.00 


£216.00 

£385.00 

£99.95 

£170.00 


ITS  NEW  3 IN  1 HAWK  HIDE  CLAMP 

This  New  Hide  Clamp  will  change  your  whole  Birdwatching  pleasure! 
This  unique  design  by  A.  R Hawkins  It's  a Hide  Clamp  with  clamp 
opening  up  to  2%  in  to  fit  hides,  gates,  trees,  window  sills,  etc 
Double  extension  tube  1 7 in,  to  be  used  as  a shoulder  pod,  also  can  be 
used  as  a scope  carry  handle!  Complete  with  pan  and  tint  head  £36.95 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 
Superb  lightweight  Models 
from  W.  Germany  at  sensible 


rices. 

8x  30  BGA  Alpin 
8x40  EGA  Alpin 
lOx  40  BGA 
lOx  50  BGA  Alpin 
12x50  BGA  Alpin 
7x  42  BGA  Alpin 


£170.00 

£180.00 

£185.00 

£205.00 

£210.00 

£187.00 


MIRADOR 

7x  42  B £125.00 

7x42  BGA  R 'Armoured  £129.00 
8x  42  B £119.00 

8x  42  BGA  R Armoured  £125.00 

lOx  42  B £125.00 

lOx  42  BGA  R Armoured  £1 29 . 00 
lOx  50  BGA  R 'Armoured  £145.00 
All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 
case  and  rainguard 


'PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SLIK  02  TRIPOD 
THE  finest  tripod  for  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a full  5ft 
9in.  weiqhs  only  41b  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £69.50 
Post  and  insurance  £2.75. 
ORDER  NOW  for  "By  Return" 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50pL  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models. 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  from  railway. 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 p.m. 
Prices  correct  4th  Aug  1987 
subject  to  change  availability. 


A R HAWKINS 


N'PTON  ^ MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1 1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (0222) 


LTD 
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SPRING  MIGRATION 

BIRD  WATCHING  TOUR 
IN  ISRAEL 

13  to  27  March  1988 

This  two-week  touring  programme 
is  led  by  experts  from  the  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Nature  in  Israel 
who  last  year  guided  over  700,000 
people  on  varied  tours.  The  Spring 
Migration,  with  its  astounding  varie- 
ty of  species  and  numbers,  gives 
unparalleled  sightings  for  enthu- 
siasts, both  professional  and  ama- 
teur, and  is  the  major  attraction  of 
this  tour. 

A Fantastic 
Package-Price  Tour 

Sponsored  by 

The  Anglo-lsrael  Association 

£725  for  members 
£750  for  non-members 

For  our  brochure  please  contact: 

The  Anglo-lsrael  Association 
9 Ben ti nek  Street,  London  W1 
Tel:  01-486  2300  (D215) 


NEW!  from  SUNBIRD  . . . 


O SUNBKDER  w 

Birding  package  holidays 


PTT  Ttm  Birdwatcher’s 
Lliitil  Paradise,  Israel 

£298  days  £398  days 

March  9-16/16-23  March  9-23  1988 

flights  from  Catwick  # 4 star  hotel  B&B 

• low  car-hire  rates  # evening  meetings 
and  log-call  with  Peter  Grant  and  Killian 
Mullamey  # trip  pack  with  maps  and 
information  • ideal  for  group  sharing  car 
hire  • optional  field  excursions,  including 
transport  # optional  N.  Israel  tour  with 
David  Fisher  23-30  March 

Further  details  and  booking  form: 

SUNBIRD  (Eilat)  Box  76, 
Sandy,  Beds  SGI 9 IDF 
Tel:  0767  82969  fn9im 


CYGNUS 

WILDLIFE 

Escorted  birdwatching  holidays  to 
over  20  world-wide  destinations 

1988  programme  includes  Sri 
Lanka,  India,  Thailand,  Venezuela, 
Jordan,  Texas,  Cyprus,  Soviet  Asia 
& Siberia,  Hungary,  Neusiedl  & 
Camargue 

For  further  details  of  all  1988 
holidays  contact: 

CYGNUS  WILDLIFE 
HOLIDAYS 
96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
Devon  TQ7  1PY 
Tel:  0548  6178 


(D224) 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 

Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  oj 
‘'Monthly 
marathon ’ 

Christopher  Helm  Sponsors  oj 
and  a*  ‘ Bird 

Collins  T Photograph 

of  the  Year’’ 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 

the  Year ’ telescopes 


West  Germany 
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204.  Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone,  Warwickshire,  December  1986  {Mark  Hamblin)  (Pen lax  MX.  400mm 

Nikkor,  FP4,  1/600,  f5.6) 

205.  Rook  Corvus  Jrugilegus,  Warwickshire,  December  1986  (Mark  Hamblin)  (Pentax  MX,  400mm 

Nikkor,  FP4,  1/500,  f5.6) 


206.  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Argyll,  June  1986  (.4.  R.  Hamblin)  (Olympus  ON2N,  300mm  Zuiko, 

FP4,  1/125,  f8) 


207.  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus  singing,  Warwickshire,  May  1986  {A.  R.  Hamblin)  (Olympus  OM2N, 

300mm,  Zuiko,  FP4,  1/60,  f8) 


209.  First-summer  Little  Gull  Lams  minutus,  Merseyside,  April  1986  ( Steve  Young ) (Nikon  FM2,  400mm 

Nikkor,  XP1,  1/500,  f5.6) 

210.  Juvenile  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos,  Merseyside,  August  1986  ( Steve  Young ) (Nikon 

FM2,  400mm  Nikkor,  XP1 , 1/250,  f8) 


' 
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Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 

Kevin  Carlson’s  Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  (plate  196)  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  photographs  of  that  species  that  we  have  seen.  We  are  not  sure  if 
the  bird  is  catching  the  hoverfly,  or  is  simply  tossing  up  an  already  dead  fly 
prior  to  swallowing  it.  We  favour  the  latter  explanation — the  shutter  speed 
could  not  stop  the  fly’s  wing  movement.  But  whichever,  it  is  a quite 
outstanding  photograph. 

1 he  second  of  Kevin’s  three  photos  is  almost  a repeat  of  his  winning  ‘Bird 
Photograph  of  the  Year.’  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  147)  of  a displaying  Little 
Bustard  (plate  197),  caught  in  mid  jump.  This  black-and-white  version 
makes  a most  interesting  comparison  with  the  prize-winning  colour  shot, 
since  one  not  only  sees  a somewhat  different  view  of  the  bird,  but  also  can 
directly  compare  work  in  colour  and  black-and-white. 

1 wo  magnificent  raptor  photographs  follow.  Hans  Schouten  (appearing 
for  the  second  time)  has  a superb  shot  of a Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  hovering, 
intent  on  scanning  the  ground  below  for  prey  (plate  198).  Tony  Bond 
(whose  work  appears  for  the  ninth  successive  year)  has  a shot  of  Sparrow- 
hawks  Accipiter  nisus  at  the  nest  (plate  199)  which  shows  well  the  size 
difference  between  male  and  female,  without  the  male  (having  conveniently 
positioned  himself  in  front)  obscuring  the  female  to  any  real  extent. 

Spotted  Flycatchers  Muscicapa  striata  are  not  difficult  to  photograph,  but 
Mark  Hamblin’s  portrait  (plate  200)  of  one  pausing  on  a nettle-surrounded 
bramble  on  the  approach  to  its  nest  is  a most  attractive  study.  We  like  this 
imaginative  approach  to  nest  photography.  Coupled  with  the  Spotted 
Flycatcher  is  Kevin  Carlson’s  third  photograph,  a Cettis'  Warbler,  which  is 
a fine  example  of  an  opportunist  shot  (plate  201),  in  this  instance  taken 
from  a vehicle.  Though  a common  species  in  southern  Europe  (this 
photograph  was  taken  in  Portugal),  it  is  nevertheless  a skulking  species  and 
we  have  seen  few  better  studies  of  this  bird  away  from  the  nest. 

Richard  Mills  is  another  well-known  photographer  who  has  had  many 
successes  in  the  opportunist  photography  of  birds  away  from  the  nest.  For 
the  past  year  or  two,  he  has  been  using  a 600-mm  lens  for  this  purpose.  We 
include  two  of  his  photographs  for  the  second  successive  year,  both  taken 
with  the  long  lens.  To  obtain  the  fine  study  of  the  moulting  Curlew  Numenius 
arquata  wing  lifting  (plate  202),  he  added  a converter  for  further  magnifi- 
cation. The  result  shows  the  quality  of  photographs  that  are  now  obtainable 
with  these  accessories,  a quality  that  would  have  been  unthinkable  only  a 
few  years  ago. 

The  second  of  Richard  Mills’  photographs  might  almost  be  one  for  our 
‘think  of  a caption’  feature,  with  Jackdaws  (plate  203)  collecting  hair  lining 
for  their  nests  from  the  back  of  a cow. 

Two  further  crows  follow,  both  taken  by  Mark  Hamblin  during  the 
course  of  the  same  photographic  session.  The  two,  a Carrion  Crow  Conus 
corone  (plate  204)  and  a Rook  Conus Jrugilegus  (plate  205).  were  amongst  a 
number  of  not  only  these  species,  but  also  Jackdaws  and  Magpies  Pica  pica 
which  were  coming  to  feed  on  ‘left-overs’  from  a sheep  trough.  Mark  used  a 
hide,  and  was  rewarded  by  having  the  birds  feeding  to  within  4-5m.  quite 
unaware  of  his  presence.  It  is  experiences  such  as  this  that  help  to  make 
bird-photography  truly  addictive. 
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Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 


Photographs  of  two  members  of  the  family  Motacillidae  follow,  accom- 
panied by  a shot  of  their  potential  parasite,  the  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus.  The 
Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis  (plate  206)  is  clearly  en  route  to  its  nest, 
making  an  attractive  shot  as  it  perches  briefly’in  full  sunlight.  This  and  the 
Cuckoo  were  photographed  by  A.  R.  Hamblin;  the  Cuckoo  (plate  207)  is 
singing,  its  throat  distended  and  a breeze  lifting  its  mantle  and  nape 
feathers. 

The  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla flava  (plate  208),  also  approaching  its  nest 
and  looking  very  pipit-like,  was  photographed  by  Dennis  Green.  Dennis  is  a 
long-time  supporter  of  this  feature,  this  being  the  thirteenth  year  in  which 
his  work  has  been  shown. 

This  year’s  ‘new’  photographer,  Steve  Young,  supplies  two  delightful 
away-from-the-nest  shots.  The  first  photograph  (plate  209)  is  a delightfully 
delicate  shot  of  a first-summer  Little  Gull  Larus  minutus , which  admirably’ 
catches  the  character  of  this  species.  The  second  of  Steve’s  photographs  is  a 
juvenile  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos  (plate  210),  apparently  fly- 
catching,  a common  form  of  feeding  by  this  species,  almost  heron-like  in  its 
approach  to  its  prey. 

May  we  thank  all  those  who  submitted  photographs  to  us  this  year?  We 
always  enjoy  seeing  them,  and,  even  if  they  are  not  published  in  this  feature, 
the  prints  are  retained  in  our  files  for  possible  future  use. 

R.J.  Chandler,  Eric  Hosking,  J.  T.  R.  Shar  rock  and  Don  Smith 


Announcements 


‘Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan.  Compact  edition’  This 
single  volume  (containing  all  ten  volumes  of  the  full  handbook)  has  long 
been  unavailable,  but  Oxford  University  Press  expects  supplies  from  India 
to  arrive  in  Britain  by  October.  The  price  is  now  less  than  the  original 
£75.00.  At  only  £58.00,  and  with  limited  stock  being  imported,  we  suggest 
that  readers  order  their  copy  through  British  BirdShop  immediately.  Please 
use  the  order  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  As  well  as  this  month’s  special  offers 
concerning 

The  'British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection  (see  page  440)  and 
‘BYVP’  vols.  I-V  (see  page  439) 

the  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British  BirdShop  list  this 
month: 

Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  oj  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan  compact  edition 
Diamond,  Schreiber,  Attenborough  & Prestt  Save  the  Birds 
Pratt,  Bruner  & Berrett  The  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropica I Pacific 
Slater,  Slater  & Slater  The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds 

Please  order  all  your  books  through  British  BirdShop.  This  helps  to 
subsidise  British  Birds , adding  extra  pages  and  photographs  to  every  issue  of 
the  magazine.  Thank  you.  Please  use  the  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


Excellence  in  birding  tours  worldwide 


We  offer  a program  of  over  60  carefully  planned  birding  tours  with  empha- 
sis on  area  specialties,  rarities,  and  behaviorally  interesting  birds.  Our  guides 
know  their  areas  thoroughly  and  make  every  effort  to  provide  each  participant 
with  memorable  views  of  as  many  species  as  possible. 


Spectacled  Elders 


Our  1987-88  tour  schedule  includes: 


OCTOBER 

Australia 

Bolivia 

Cape  Nay  Migration 
Madagascar,  Mauritius,  Sr  Reunion 


NOVEMBER 

Colima  Sr  Jalisco 
Venezuela  Short 
Niagara  Weekend 
Chile 


DECEMBER 

Winter  South  Texas 
Jamaica 
Darien,  Panama 
Trinidad  Sr  Tobago 

JANUARY 

Colima  Sr  Jalisco 
Northern  Ecuador 
Southern  Ecuador 


FEBRUARY 

Venezuela 
Venezuelan  Tepuis 
Peruvian  Amazon:  Iquitos 
Bahamas 
Tikal/Belize 
Guatemalan  highlands 
Amherst  Island  Raptors 
Panama 

Winter  South  Texas 

MARCH 

Lesser  Prairie-Chicken  Weekend 
Costa  Rica 
Darien,  Panama 
Yucatan/ Palenque /Cozumel 

APRIL 

Dominican  Republic 
Puerto  Rico 
Jamaica 
Israel 

Texas  Springtime  Tours 

Upper  Coast  8c  Piney  Woods 
Rio  Grande  Valley  Sc  Hill  Country 
Big  Bend  Sr  the  Davis  Mountains 
Idaho 


MAY 

Point  Pelee 

Migration  on  Monhegan  Island 
Southeastern  Arizona 
England's  Lake  District 
Norway  Sr  Sweden 

JUNE 

Alaska 

Iceland 

Churchill 

Baffin  Island:  Pond  Inlet 
Durbin  (W.Va.)  Weekend 

JULY 

Grand  Manan 
Gaspe 

Western  Panama  Highlands 
Galapagos  on  the  Beagle  III 
Explorers  Inn/Paracas/Machu  Picchu 
Papua  New  Guinea 
Kenya 

AUGUST 

Southeastern  Arizona 
Manu  National  Park,  Peru 


Let  our  field  guides  bring  yours  to  life. 

For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  1988  tour  catalog,  contact: 

field  guides  p.o.  box  160723-c 

Austin,  Texas  78746 

INCORPORATED  (512)327-4953 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision 
instruments.  With  contrast, 
resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate 
resistance  which  are  unsurpassed. 
And  all  within  a compact  lightweight 
design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of 
Focalpoint— and  many  thousands  of 
discerning  birders  throughout  the 


world.  £ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8 x 40  BA  469 

7 x 42  BA  469 

8 x 32  BA  429 

10  x 25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  30 

Case  (Minatures)  13 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°) 

TSN-2  (straight) 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite) 

TS1  (45°) 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact) 

TS7  (45°) 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  & 
cases  from  stock. 


Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for 
the  new  TSN-3/4  models.  You  need 
only  exchange  the  body,  all 
eyepieces,  cases,  etc.,  are 
interchangeable. 


QUESTAR 

Mirror  Scopes 
ASK 

Special  Bulk  Purchase 
of  Quality  Binoculars. 

KOWA  10x50 


BIRDGUIDES  (N.W.) 

The  Gambia 
1 week  introduction  to 
Tropical  Birding — 
January  1988, 


Venezuela 

2 weeks  some  of  the 
best  of  South  American 
Birding — March  1988. 


Prices  and  full  details 
available  soon. 


Superb  water  resistant 
heavy  duty  field 
binocular  of  outstanding 
optical  performance. 

just  £149 

many  other  sizes  inc. 
10x  40,  8 x63,  9 x63 
also  available. 


All  Kowa  products  supplied  by 
FOCALPOINT  are  imported  and 
guaranteed  by  Arthur  E.  S.  Matthews 
Ltd,  Epworth  House,  25-35  City 
Road,  London  EC1Y1AR  07373 
50670.  (Trade  enquiries  only) 


TOP  TELESCOPES  £ 

Nikon  Fieldscope  E.D.  489 

Nikon  Fieldscope  269 

Adlerblick  25x80  (45°)  Ask 

Adlerblick  25x80  (str.)  Ask 

B & L Criterion  (Mirror)  389 

B & L Discoverer  195 

Habicht  23x  70  195 

Bushnel  I S/Master  zm  179 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  159 

OPTOLYTH 

TB80  (45°)  297 

TB80  (straight)  287 

30  x 80  322 

30  x 75  290 

22  x 70  250 

22x60  195 

OPTICRON 

28-62  x 80  238 

H R.  20-60  zoom  179 

H.R.  zoom  (R.A.)  200 

H.R.  (45°  zoom)  195 

Piccolo  15-60  zoom  145 

Piccolo  20x60  118 

Classic  30x  75  105 

Classic  25x60  (45°)  113 

Classic  25  x 60  94 


Complete  range  of  eyepieces,  photo 
adaptors  and  cases  for  the  above 
models. 


NEW!!  superb 
SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA 

arriving  soon 
(trade  enquiries 
welcome) 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS.  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


D218 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9.30-5.30 
MON  -SAT 


Announcements 


439 


EXCLUSIVE 
OFFER  TO  ‘BB’ 
SUBSCRIBERS 
save  £60.00! 


BWP  vols.  I-V  I 'he  fifth  volume  oi  Birds  oj 
the  Western  Palearctic  (covering  the  first  of  the 
Passerines:  tyrant  flycatchers  to  thrushes) 
will  be  published  in  November,  price 
£75.00.  The  first  four  volumes  are  also  still 
in  print,  at  £70.00  each. 

By  special  arrangement  with  Oxford  University  Press.  BB  subscribers 
who  buy  vol.  V (at  the  full  price  of  £75.00)  can  also  buy  volumes  1-IV  at 
£55.00  each  (instead  of  the  usual  price  of  £70.00):  all  five  volumes  for 
£295.00  instead  of  the  full  price  of  £355. 00,  thereby  saving  £60.00. 

Alternatively,  any  BB  subscriber  buying  vol.  V at  £75.00  can  also 
purchase  any  other  volume  for  £60.00  instead  of  the  full  price  of  £70.00, 
saving  £ 10.00  per  volume  on  vols.  1-IV. 

Now  is  the  time  to  update  your  BWP  set  at  these  prices,  which  are 
exclusive  to  ‘BB’  subscribers. 

BB  subscribers  can  get  these  books  not  only  at  these  special  reduced 
prices,  but  also  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop. 

Ordering  your  BWP  vol.  V through  British  BirdShop  will  help  subsidise 
future  issues  of  BB.  We  are  most  grateful  to  Oxford  University  Press  for 
continuing  these  special  arrangements  for  BB  subscribers.  We  hope  that  a 
large  number  of  readers  will  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv  (or  phone  in 
your  order  if  you  wish  to  use  your  Access/Barclaycard/Visa/Eurocard 
credit  card). 
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AND  SAVE 
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The  ‘British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection  All 

birdwatchers  must  surely  own  at  least  one  field 
guide.  There  are  now,  however,  several  good  guides 
which  complement  each  other  (see  pages  401-403). 

W e believe  that  many  BB  readers  probably  already 
own  two  or  three  guides,  but  perhaps  not  all  those 
which  they  would  like. 

W e can  now  oiler  BB  subscribers  the  chance  to  save  some  money  and 
update  and  enlarge  their  field  guide  sets,  by  offering  a special  price  for 
purchase  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  following  recommended  guides: 


Bruun.  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe 

(Country  Life) Paperback  £5.95;  Hardback  £9.95 

Ferguson- Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland 

(Michael  Joseph)  the  best  guide  for  use  in  Britain £8.95  " 

( Jooders  & Harris  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Ireland  (Kingfisher) 

for  the  beginner Paperback  £6.95;  Hardback  £9.95 

Hein/el.  Fitter  & Parslow  The  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East 

(Collins)  THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  NORTH  AFRICA  AND  THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

Paperback  £5.95;  Hardback  £8.95 

Holden.  Sharrock  & Burn  The  RSBB  Book  oj  British  Birds  (Macmillan) 

for  the  beginner Paperback  £3.50;  Hardback  £6.95 


Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (Witherby) £ 1 1 .50 

I tollom  The  Popular  Handbook  oj  Rarer  British  Birds  (Witherby) £12.00 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj  Britain  and  Europe 

(Collins)  THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  EUROPE £8.95 


As  well  as  the  standard  field  guides,  we  have  included  in  this  collection 
the  two  classic  volumes  ol  The  Popular  Handbook  which  are  still  unrivalled  for 
range  of  topics  covered  at  a reasonable  price. 

For  two  months  only,  you  can  obtain  any  three  of  these  eight  books Jor  £3.00 
off  the  published  price  and  post  Jree  through  British  BirdShop. 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  page  xiii. 


Binding  your  ‘BB’  Standard  bookbinding  of  your  BB  issues  is  still 
available  (use  the  form  on  the  back  of  the  index  supplied  with  each 
December  issue),  at  £12.65  per  volume.  Issues  sent  for  binding  are  dealt 
with  in  batches,  to  avoid  unnecessarily  long  delays  between  posting  and 
return  to  subscribers.  It  is,  therefore,  to  your  advantage  to  ensure  that 
copies  arrive  with  the  binders  a few  days  before  one  of  their  four  deadlines: 
15th  January,  15th  March,  1st  July  and  1st  October.  Copies  should  be  sent 
to  the  binders  (NO  P to  BB):  Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  Ltd,  Alexan- 
der W orks,  Fordmill  Road,  Catford,  London  SE6  3JH. 

Loose  binders  are,  of  course,  also  still  available,  through  British 
BirdShop  at  £6.95  (see  page  xiv)  or  free  if  you  buy  over  £35-worth  of  books 
through  British  BirdShop  (this  month  only). 


Visit  Thailand  in  March  1988  Now  is  the  time  to  claim  your  place  in  the 
BB  group  visiting  Thailand  in  March  1988.  Numbers  are  limited  to  a 
maximum  of  eight  BB  subscribers,  who  will  join  Bangkok-based  Phil 
Round  (and  Blunham-based  Tim  Sharrock)  for  a relaxed  bird-finding 
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expedition  to  this  marvellous  Southeast  Asian  country.  Exciting  species 
such  as  Long-toed  Stint  Calidris  subminuta,  Siberian  Rubythroat  Luscinia 
calliope  and  Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata  are  virtually 
guaranteed,  and  on  a BB  trip  we  aim  to  watch  such  birds  and  not  merely  tick 
them  oil.  11  you  would  like  details  of  this  trip,  please  write  now  to  BB  Thai 
tour  1988,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


‘BB’-Sunbird  trip  to  Cyprus,  April  1987  The  special  ££-Sunbird  trip  to 
Cyprus  during  13th-20th  April  1987  proved  to  be  a great  success.  The  12 
participants  led  by  Bill  Oddie  and  David  Fisher  recorded  a total  of  156 
species  during  the  week,  highlights  of  which  included  430  Greater 
Flamingos  Phoenicopterus  ruber , up  to  14  Griffon  Vultures  Gyps Julvus  gliding 
past  the  cliff-tops  at  eye  level,  five  beautiful  Eleonora’s  Falcons  Falco 
eleonorae  chasing  one  another  around  near  their  breeding  cliffs,  numerous 
Black  Francolins  brancolinus  jrancolinus -which  seemed  to  be  widespread  in  all 
of  the  coastal  agricultural  areas,  a solitary  Caspian  Plover  Charadrius 
asiaticus  (a  great  local  rarity),  both  Slender-billed  Larus genei  and  Audouin's 
Gulls  L.  audouinii , up  to  four  very  visible  and  vocal  Great  Spotted  Cuckoos 
Clamator  glandarius  constantly  present  around  the  hotel,  an  unexpected 
party  of  four  Blue-cheeked  Bee-eaters  Merops  superciliosus  which  flew  in  from 
the  south  during  a rainstorm  one  morning,  up  to  16  Bimaculated  Larks 
Melanocorypha  bimaculata  present  alongside  Calandras  M.  calandra , several 
single  Thrush  Nightingales  Luscinia  luscinia  in  the  company  of  numerous 


211.  Watching  a Bonelli’s  Eagle  Hieraaetus  Jasciatus  on  the  British  Birds/Sl  NBIRD  trip  to 
Cyprus,  April  1987.  Left  to  right,  Denis  Blamire,  Jane  Binstead.  Patrick  Nash  (hidden), 
Roland  de  la  Moussaye,  Arnold  Shone,  George  Rowe,  Julia  Fossey,  Bill  Oddie  (co-leader). 
Neil  Weightman;  others  on  the  trip  (not  shown  in  the  picture)  were  Peter  Basterfield.  Nina 
Bentley,  David  Fisher  (co-leader).  Herbert  Fossey  and  Marcus  Nash  (Peter  Basterfield) 
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Nightingales  L.  megarhynchos,  an  abundance  of  Cyprus  Pied  Whea tears 
Oenanthe  pleschanka  cypriaca  and  Cyprus  Warblers  Sylvia  melanothorax , an 
opportunity  to  compare  and  contrast  Semi-collared  Ficedula  semitorquata , 
Collared  F.  a/bicollis  and  Pied  Flycatchers  F.  hypoleuca  alongside  one 
another,  and  pairs  of  Dead  Sea  Sparrows  Passer  moabiticus  along  with  their 
wonderful  stick-ball  nests.  Butterflies  were  also  present  in  good  numbers 
and  included  Eastern  Festoon  Allancastria  cerisyi  and  Long-tailed  Blue 
Lampides  boeticus,  while  the  highlight  of  the  final  afternoon  was  perhaps  a 
Mediterranean  Chameleon  Chamaeleo  chamaeleon.  Migrants  were 
present  in  large  numbers  throughout  the  week  and  the  variety  of  warblers 
present  in  the  small  valley  behind  the  hotel  proved  a constant  source  of 
delight.  I he  only  sad  note  came  on  the  final  day  which  was  the  start  of  the 
spring  hunting  season.  Suddenly  the  island’s  quiet  valleys  and  fields  were 
filled  with  men  in  pseudo-military  outfits  shooting  at  anything  that  flew 
over.  A Pallid  Swift  Apus  pallidus , a Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus  and  several 
domestic  Rock  Doves  Columba  livia  (real  sport!)  were  shot  in  front  of  our 
eyes.  4 his  episode  aside,  however,  the  week  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all, 
including  the  two  leaders,  who  were  convinced  that  the  participants  formed 
the  keenest  group  of  birdwatchers  that  they  had  ever  encountered  on  an 
organised  tour. 

‘BB’-Sunbird  tours  to  Morocco  and  Canada  Following  the  success  of 
previous  ‘BB’-Sunbird  trips  to  Israel.  Thailand  and  Cyprus  (Brit.  Birds  74: 
354-355;  75:  231-232;  80:  441-442)  we  are  currently  planning  further  tours 
to  Morocco  and  Canada.  The  Moroccan  tour  will  take  place  during  late 
April/early  May  1988,  and  will  be  led  by  Bryan  Bland  and  Tim  Sharrock. 
The  tour  will  follow  a circuit  starting  in  Casablanca  and  visiting  Fez.  the 
Middle  Atlas  Mountains  around  Ifrane,  the  deserts  of  the  southeast,  the 
Gorge  dit  Todra,  Ouazazate,  the  valley  of  the  River  Sous,  the  famous 
coastal  estuaries  near  Agadir,  and  Marrakech  and  the  nearby  High  Atlas 
mountains.  This  itinerary  will  produce  many  North-west  African 
specialities,  such  as  Bald  Ibis  Geronticus eremita.  Marbled  Duck  Marmaronetta 
angustirostris , Lammergeier  Gypaetus  barbatus , Barbary  Falcon  Falco 
pelegrinoides , Double-spurred  Francolin  Francolinus  bicalcaratus , Houbara 
Bustard  Chlamydotis  undulata , Cream-coloured  Courser  Cursorius  cursor. 
Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis , Marsh  Owl  Asio  capensis.  Blue- 
cheeked  Bee-eater  Merops  superciliosus , up  to  12  species  of  lark,  including 
Dupont’s  Lark  Chersophilus  duponti  and  Thick-billed  Lark  Rhamphocorys 
clotbey , Moussier’s  Redstart  Phoenicurus  moussieri.  up  to  seven  species  of 
wheatear,  including  Red-rumped  Wheatear  O.  moesta  and  Mourning 
Wheatear  0.  lugens , Scrub  Warbler  Scotocerca  inquieta , Tristram’s  Warbler 
Sylvia  deserticola.  Black-headed  Bush  Shrike  Tchagra  senega/a  and  Crimson- 
winged  Finch  Rhodopechys  sanguinea.  This  tour  visits  areas  with  spectacular 
scenery,  from  the  snow-slopes  of  the  High  Atlas  to  the  sandy  deserts  and 
oases  of  the  Sahara. 

The  Canadian  tour  w ill  take  place  during  27th  May-9th  June  1988,  and 
w ill  be  led  by  David  Fisher  and  Stuart  1'ingley.  The  first  week  will  be  spent 
exploring  the  forests,  prairies,  marshes  and  lakes  of  Southern  Manitoba, 
including  two  full  days  in  the  beautiful  Riding  Mountain  National  Park. 
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I his  part  of  Canada  has  a surprisingly  diverse  avifauna  and  is  partieularh 
i i(  h in  woodland  species  suc  h as  flycatchers  (ten  species)  and  warblers  (20 
spec  ies).  I he  prairies  are  the  true  home  of  North  American  sparrows,  with 
up  to  It)  species  likely  to  he  seen.  I he  second  week  will  he  spent  at 
Chine  hill,  located  on  the  shores  of  Hudson  Bav  and  surrounded  b\  tundra 


and  stunted  spruce  forest.  I his  will  form  a complete  contrast  to  Southern 
Manitoba,  the  emphasis  being  on  waterbirds,  m particular  migrating 
vvatc  i low  1 and  breeding  waders.  Many  ol  the*  North  American  waders 
which  turn  up  as  vagrants  in  Britain  breed  around  Churchill,  where  there 
are  also  a few  pairs  ol  Ross's  Gulls  Rhodostethia  rosea.  ( )ther  highlight  species 
here  may  be  Harlequin  Duck  Histnonicus  histrionicus , Long-tailed  Skua 
Stercorarius  longicaudus , Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sab  ini.  Harris’s  Sparrow 
Zonotrichia  querula.  Smith’s  Longspur  Catcarius  pictus  and  Arctic  Redpoll 
Carduelis  hornemanni. 

Both  tours  will  he  organised  for  ‘BB  by  Sunbird,  the  company  closelv 
involved  with  previous  BB  tours  and  sponsor  of  our ‘Monthly  marathon 
competition.  Participation  in  the  tours  is  open  to  anyone,  but  subscribers  to 
BB  will  receive  a 10%  discount  oil  the  full  tour  price,  and  until  1st  ( )etober 
bookings  for  the*  tours  will  be  accepted  onlv  from  ‘BB’  subscribers.  Full 
details  ol  both  tours  arc  available  from  ‘BB  -Sunbird  Fours,  c/o  Dav  id 


1*  isher,  Sunbird,  P( ) Box  7b,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  st ; i<i  idf. 


New  sponsor  for  BIY  Our  Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
\ ear  competition  has  been  supported  over  the  past 
two  years  by  the  Natural  History  Book  Serv  ice.  We 
are  delighted  to  announce  that,  for  at  least  three 
years  from  11)88  onwards,  the  competition  will  be 
sponsored  by  Kowa  telescopes.  I he  name  Kowa  will 
already  be  very  familiar  to  many  BB  readers,  for  Kowa  TS-l/TS-2  'scopes 
were  very  highly  rated  in  our  last  surv  ey  of  binoculars  and  telescopes  ( Brit. 
Birds  78:  167-175)  and  Kowa  telescopes  are  increasingly  evident  at  atn 
twitch.  We  look  forward  to  a long  association  with  this  distinguished 
company. 


Sorry  Sweden  I hav  e recently  asked  sev  eral  long-standing  subscribers 
from  many  countries  outside  the  UK  whether  their  ‘BB’  arrives  earlier, 
later  or  at  the  same  time  with  a new  mailing  system  adopted  here  a few 
months  ago.  Subscribers  from  every  country  except  Sweden  agree  that  their 
copies  now  arrive  at  the  same  time  or  earlier  than  before.  Since  all  copies  of 
the  magazine  are  posted  together  in  bulk,  the  delays  presumably  occur 
within  the  Swedish  postal  system.  Erika  Sharrock 
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Tracks  and  Signs  of  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe:  an  identification 
guide.  By  Roy  Brown,  John  Ferguson,  Michael  Lawrence  and  David 
Lees.  Christopher  Helm.  London,  1987.  282  pages:  50  colour  plates  and 
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over  950  black-and-white  illustrations.  £ 1 7.95. 

This  is  the  first  prestigious  book  devoted  to  avian  tracks  and  signs.  It  contains  much  previously 
unpublished  material  which,  hopefully,  will  encourage  birdwatchers  to  concentrate  more  on 
this  challenging,  but  neglected  aspect  of  ornithology.  Mor?  difficult  than  mammalian  tracks 
and  signs,  on  which  two  of  the  authors  are  acknowledged  experts,  I question  the  claim  in  the 
book’s  introduction  that  this  is  ‘a  comprehensive  guide’. 

The  first  of  nine  chapters  includes  a 16-page  list,  accompanied  by  a rather  complicated  key 
indicating  the  status  and  distribution  in  Europe,  of  the  292  species  in  the  book.  There  follows  a 
brief  but  helpful  introduction  to  ‘Field  methods  and  analysis'  which  includes  the  suggestion  of 
examining  cowpats  for  footprints. 

rhe  chapter  on  ‘Tracks  and  trails’  shows  this  to  be  more  complicated  than  might  at  first 
appear.  Six  measurements,  including  the  angle  between  the  second  and  fourth  toe,  are 
sometimes  required  for  correct  identification.  Tracks  of  80  species  are  described  in  detail, 
among  them  unlikely  candidates  such  as  Barn  Owl  and  Swift. 

‘Nests  and  roosts’  gives  only  the  briefest  description  of  a selection  of  nests,  and  there  is  no 
description  of  roosts. 

‘Feeding  and  behavioural  signs’  gives  a good  mixture  of  interesting  examples,  but  I am 
concerned  that  snail-bashing  is  attributed  to  thrushes  in  general,  and  I puzzled  over  the 
statement  that,  ‘Eiders  crush  freshwater  mussels  and  broken  remains  are  found  in  reedbeds.’ 

‘Pellets’  inevitably  concentrates  on  birds  of  prey;  passerines  are  omitted  except  for  Great 
Grey  Shrike  and  four  crows.  Although  the  authors  state  that  pellets  of  Redshank,  Curlew, 
Knot  and  Oystercatcher  are  distinctive,  no  further  information  is  given,  apart  from  a photo- 
graph of  a Curlew  pellet  with  no  reference  to  its  size. 

The  shortest  chapter,  understandably,  is  devoted  to  droppings,  from  which  we  learn  that 
few  birds  leave  distinctive  droppings.  Game-birds  are  quite  well  covered,  but  droppings  below 
a woodpecker’s  hole  occupied  by  Starlings  arc  not  mentioned. 

Fhe  final  two  chapters  arc  by  far  the  most  impressive.  ‘Feathers’,  particularly,  stands  out;  it 
has  a comprehensive,  readable  introduction  and  is  followed  by  identification  notes  and 
illustrations  for  190  species  and  a description  only  for  a further  50.  Descriptions  are 
accompanied  by  measurements  of  all  primary,  secondary  and  tail  feathers,  and  information  on 
moult.  Representative  flight  and  tail  feathers  are  illustrated,  along  with  additional  distinctive 
feathers  for  some  species.  Full  credit  to  David  Quinn  and  Chris  Shields  for  their  accurate  and 
attractive  colour  plates.  Fortunately,  some  exotic  species  are  also  included,  especially  Guinea 
Fowl,  the  feathers  of  which  are  often  mistaken  for  those  of  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker. 

The  final  chapter  on  ‘Skulls’  is  also  authoritative  and  well  illustrated  by  David  Henderson. 
Over  200  species  or  groups  are  included,  but  despite  the  25-mm  scale-bar  against  each 
illustration,  I found  the  scale  confusing,  especially  when  Kingfisher  and  Great  Northern  Diver 
are  drawn  the  same  size. 

To  summarise,  the  book  is  well  presented,  containing  much  fascinating  information,  but  is 
not  a comprehensive  guide.  Field  workers  will  appreciate  the  103  pages  on  feathers,  and  wish  it 
were  longer.  The  section  on  foot-prints  may  cause  future  headaches  for  the  Rarities 
Committee,  il  the  sole  evidence  of  a rarity  depends  on  a footprint  in  a cowpat! 

Finally,  the  authors  state  there  is  no  justification  for  killing  or  injuring  birds  to  obtain 
feathers.  They  fail  to  indicate,  however,  that,  under  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act,  it  is  an 
offence  to  be  in  possession  of  a ‘derivative’  of  a wild  bird,  even  a feather.  It  cannot  be  stressed 
too  strongly  that  anyone  choosing  to  possess  a ‘derivative’  has  a responsibility  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  the  specimen  can  be  held  legitimately  and,  if  they  are  unsure  of  its  origin,  it 
should  be  left  alone.  It  is  to  be  recommended  that  detailed  notes  are  made  at  the  time  and  kept 
with  the  specimen  if  it  is  removed  from  the  place  where  it  was  found;  this  is,  in  any  case,  good 
scientific  practice.  Pf.tf.r  Holden 


The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  Compiled  by 
Peter  Lack.  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser,  Calton,  1986.  447  pages;  192  full-page 
two-colour  maps;  192  line-drawings.  £19.00.  (Optional  set  of  15  trans- 
parent map-overlays  showing  environmental  factors,  £5.25.) 
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I his  handsome  companion  volume  to  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ( 1 976)  sets 
the  pattern  for  a new  series  of  co-operative  ventures  between  amateur  and  professional 
ornithologists,  as  its  predecessor  did  a decade  ago.  The  10,000  participants  who  counted  birds 
throughout  Britain  and  Ireland  can  be  justly  proud  of  this  unique  accomplishment.  They 
contributed  180, 000  hours  of  timed  counts  on  3, 761  10  X 10km  squares,  averaging  16  visits  per 
square.  Coverage  was  virtually  complete:  only  six  inland  squares  and  95  squares  containing 
small  offshore  islands  were  without  timed  visits. 

Format  is  similar  to  that  of  the  breeding  bird  volume.  James  Ferguson-Lees’  Foreword  sets 
the  stage  by  summarising  the  background  and  planning  of  the  project,  pointing  out  important 
changes  in  winter  bird  populations,  and  looking  to  the  future.  Short  introductory  chapters 
explain  how  the  maps  were  constructed  and  how  the  weather  differed  in  the  three  winters  (mid 
November  to  February)  of  the  study  (1981/82,  1982/83,  and  1983/84).  The  first  winter  was 
unusually  cold  and  snowy,  but  fortunately  not  so  harsh  as  1962/63:  the  second  was  mild, 
windy,  and  wet;  the  third  began  mild,  but  had  a wet  and  windy  January.  A 1 3-page  discussion 
of  winter  distribution  patterns  and  movements  incorporates  some  of  the  atlas  results  and 
indicates  where  further  research  is  needed.  The  highest  species  totals  (maximum  166)  were 
from  the  southeastern  coast  of  England;  nearly  all  the  Irish  and  Scottish  squares  with  more 
than  100  species  were  coastal.  Freshwater  species  were  widely  distributed,  but  wader 
concentrations  w'ere  almost  entirely  coastal.  Six  maps  of  distribution  by  body  weight  revealed 
that  heavy  species  (over  300  g)  were  primarily  coastal  in  winter.  Maps  are  used  to  compare 
populations  during  a cold  and  a warm  winter  for  Redwing  Turdus  iliacus,  Brambling  Fringilla 
montifringilla,  and  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis.  Other  maps  show  early  versus  late  winter 
distribution  for  Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus  and  Redw  ing. 

The  main  body  of  the  book  contains  (for  each  species)  text,  vignette  (all  new  line-drawings), 
key  to  numerical  abundance,  number  and  percentage  of  squares  for  Britain  and  Ireland 
separately  and  combined,  and  major  references.  On  the  facing  page  is  an  outline  map  marked 
with  100  X 100  km  squares  of  the  national  grid.  Relative  abundance  within  each  10  X 10  km 
square  is  denoted  with  three  sizes  of  blue  dots.  In  the  top  right  hand  corner  of  each  winter  map, 
there  is  a thumbnail-sized  version  of  the  map  from  the  breeding  volume. 

The  101  authors  were  given  considerable  latitude  in  topics  covered,  so  the  accounts  are  not 
stereotyped.  After  an  introductory  paragraph,  there  is  usually  a brief  discussion  of  the  winter 
distribution,  often  in  relation  to  weather,  elevation,  habitat,  or  proximity  to  the  coast. 
Differences  between  winter  and  breeding  habitat  use  or  geographical  range  are  noted.  Food 
items  and  their  availability  are  discussed  for  most  species,  as  are  flocking  or  roosting  behaviour 
when  appropriate.  The  contribution  of  migrants  to  the  w inter  population  is  discussed.  Ringing 
results  are  used  to  indicate  origin  of  migrants  from  the  Continent.  Winter  populations  for 
Britain  and  Ireland  are  estimated,  together  with  supporting  evidence  from  v arious  surveys  of 
the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology.  The  population  paragraph  always  appears  last,  making  it 
easy  to  locate.  The  accounts  make  easy  informative  reading. 

The  most  exciting  feature  of  this  atlas  is  that  the  three  sizes  of  dots  on  the  maps  indicate 
relative  abundance  based  on  time-weighted  counts  for  each  square.  A correction  factor — 
6d/71* — is  used  to  convert  each  daily  count  for  a species  to  the  number  of  individuals  that 
would  have  been  observed  in  a six-hour  winter  day;  T is  hours  afield  and  b is  a regression 
coefficient  (cumulative  birds  versus  hours)  computed  from  the  field  data  for  each  species.  The 
highest  six-hour  count  for  each  species  is  assigned  to  each  atlas  square.  These  maximum 
counts  for  a species  are  then  ranked  from  highest  to  lowest.  Those  in  the  top  20%  are  assigned 
large  dots,  those  in  the  next  30%  receive  medium  dots,  and  those  in  the  lowest  50%  get  small 
dots.  This  results  in  varying  scales  among  maps.  The  Starling  Stumus  vulgaris,  for  example, 
changes  from  large  to  medium  dots  at  2.060  birds,  and  to  small  dots  at  700.  The  map  for  the 
Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago  breaks  at  36  and  8 individuals,  and  so  looks  very  similar  to  the  Starling 
map.  A coastal  species  such  as  the  Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres  gives  the  illusion  of  a higher 
percentage  of  large  dots  because  the  small  dots  tend  to  merge  into  the  coastline.  When  the 
highest  count  for  each  species  is  used,  there  is  some  bias  in  favour  of  large  dots  in  squares  that 
are  visited  many  days.  Lack  determined,  however,  that,  for  80%  of  the  species,  less  than  5%  of 
the  variability  in  numbers  was  attributed  to  the  number  of  visit  cards  received.  Thanks  to  the 
quantification,  the  winter  atlas  gives  a much  clearer  picture  of  relative  abundance  of  each 
common  species  than  does  the  breeding  atlas. 

Each  reader  will  encounter  many  surprises  when  studying  the  maps.  I was  struck  by  the 
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small  number  of  North  Sea  squares  with  Gannets  Sula  bassana,  the  large  number  of  inland 
squares  in  Ireland  with  Cormorants  Phalacrocorax  carbo,  the  comparatively  high  abundance  of 
Greylag  Geese  Anser  anser  in  Scotland,  the  relatively  high  counts  of  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  in 
the  far  north,  and  the  large  number  of  squares  with  Peregrines  F.  peregrinus  (1,282),  and 
Woodcocks  Scolopax  rusticola  (2,237). 

It  is  most  fortunate  that  Ireland  was  included  in  both  this  atlas  and  The  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds.  There  are  many  important  differences  in  bird  distribution  that  might  otherwise  have 
gone  unnoticed.  Not  only  did  the  species  totals  per  block  average  much  lower  in  inland  Ireland 
than  inland  England,  but  several  species  that  occur  commonly  in  England  and  Wales  (such  as 
Jay  Garrulus  glandarius)  were  uncommon  in  Ireland  or  even  absent  (e.g.  woodpeckers,  Marsh 
Parus  palustris  and  Willow  Tits  P.  montanus.  Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea ).  Other  species,  such  as 
Curlew  Numenius  arquata,  were  more  widely  distributed  and  more  abundant  in  Ireland. 

This  atlas,  for  the  first  time,  permits  relative  abundance  of  many  species  to  be  compared 
with  that  in  other  countries  or  on  other  continents.  I found  it  informative  to  compare  winter 
abundance  in  Britain  and  Ireland  with  that  recorded  on  North  American  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  which  have  been  mapped  in  birds  per  10  party-hours.  Woodpeckers,  Shore  Larks 
Eremophila  alpestris , and  Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius  lapponicus,  for  example,  are  many  times 
more  common  in  North  America,  whereas  your  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  and  Treecreeper 
Certhia  jamiliaris  exceed  our  Winter  Wren  (same  species)  and  Brown  Creeper  C.  americana  in 
abundance. 

The  set  of  transparent  overlays  for  the  winter  atlas  must  be  ordered  separately.  Some  of  the 
breeding  bird  overlays  can  be  used  effectively  w ith  the  w'inter  maps  (e.g.  river  systems,  annual 
rainfall,  county  boundaries),  but  others,  such  as  presence  of  lowland  heath,  moorland,  or 
sessile  oakwoods,  that  are  mapped  on  the  overlays  with  large  blue  dots  are  difficult  to  use  on 
the  blue  w'inter  maps.  The  set  of  w'inter  overlays  includes  some  new'  features,  such  as  snow' 
cover,  minimum  January  temperatures,  absence  of  low  ground,  absence  of  w'oodland,  and  a 
different  elevation  map. 

The  change  in  taxonomic  sequence  between  the  breeding  and  w'inter  volumes  is  a minor 
inconvenience,  only  partially  compensated  for  by  the  cross  references  in  the  w inter  volume. 
Each  volume  does  have  a species  index. 

Why  is  it  that  Berliners  are  the  only  Europeans  to  include  latitude  and  longitude  in  the 
margins  of  their  Atlas  maps?  With  text  references  to  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  ringing 
recoveries,  it  is  especially  important  to  include  a base  of  reference.  If  this  book  sells  as  w'ell  as 
the  breeding  atlas,  and  it  deserves  to,  a second  printing  w'ill  soon  follow'.  I recommend  that  the 
procedure  for  decoding  atlas  squares  be  included  in  the  next  printing.  The  letter  code  appears 
on  page  26  of  the  breeding  atlas,  but  the  peculiar  numbering  code  within  each  100  km  square 
w'as  explained  only  in  the  instructions  to  observers.  Thus,  the  reader  cannot  tell  from  this  book 
alone  the  counties  or  even  the  countries  in  which  100  unmapped  species  w'ere  found,  as  these 
are  listed  by  square  numbers  only. 

Compiler  Dr  Peter  Lack,  editors  Elizabeth  Lack  and  Robert  Spencer,  Robert  Gillmor  and 
22  other  artists,  the  Winter  Atlas  Working  Group,  publisher  T.  & A.  D.  Povser,  the  100 
Regional  Organisers,  and  the  10,000  anonymous  observers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a 
superlatively  successful  co-operative  effort.  While  this  book  is  a monument  to  the  highly 
successful  field  stage  of  the  project,  w'e  are  looking  at  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  I hope  there 
w'ill  be  a third  volume  in  the  series,  that  w'ill  include  computer-generated  interpretations  of  the 
field  data  in  terms  of  ecological  requirements  of  each  species,  based  on  both  the  breeding  and 
w'inter  atlas  databanks.  Maps  showing  relative  abundance  on  a finer  scale  w'ould  emphasise 
the  regions  that  are  of  special  conservation  importance  for  each  species.  Comparison  of  the 
bird  data  w'ith  a variety  of  habitat  and  climatological  variables  should  reveal  which 
environmental  factors  are  closely  associated  w'ith  the  distribution  and  abundance  of  each. 
1’here  is  a particular  need  to  know  in  detail  the  habitat  requirements  of  species  that  are 
threatened  in  Britain  and  Ireland;  but  it  is  also  important  to  know'  the  characteristics  of 
optimum  habitats  for  species  that  are  common  there  but  are  in  jeopardy  in  other  countries. 
Some  of  the  ideas  for  interpretation  may  have  to  come  from  detailed  study  of  results  of  tetrad  (2 
X 2 km  square)  atlases,  w'hich  permit  much  closer  comparison  of  bird  numbers  with  habitats. 

In  the  meantime,  I heartily  recommend  The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  to 
conservationists  and  birdwatchers  in  those  islands,  to  serious  bird  students  in  all  of  Europe, 
and  to  bird  population  biologists,  atlas  enthusiasts,  and  libraries  around  the  w'orld. 

Chandler  S.  Robbins 


Reviews 


447 


A Directory  of  Neotropical  Wetlands.  Compiled  by  Derek  A.  Scott 
and  Monserrat  Carbonell.  IUCN  & IWRB,  Slimbridge,  1986.  684  pages. 
Paperback.  £30.00. 

I his  Directory  provides  a wealth  of  information  about  the  wetlands  of  the  neotropical  realm 
(South  and  C lentral  America  and  the  ( Caribbean).  1 1 follows  a similar  lormat  to  the  Directory  oj 
Wetlands  oj  International  Importance  m the  Western  Palearclic  compiled  by  brie  Carp  (1980;  sec 
review,  in  Brit.  Birds  77:  841)  and  we  are  told  in  the  foreword  that  similar  volumes  are  under 
production  for  Africa  and  Asia.  Details  are  provided  for  73 1 sites  (378  in  South  America,  148  in 
Central  America  and  205  in  the  Caribbean)  in  43  countries,  while  the  sites  of  two  others 
(Guyana  and  lurks  & Caicos  Islands)  have  had  to  be  summarised  due  to  the  lack  of 
information. 

bach  chapter  covers  a country  and  usually  includes  an  introduction  about  that  country 
followed  by  sections  headed  'Institutional  base  for  wetland  conservation  and  research’, 
'Progress  in  wetland  conservation  and  research’  and  ‘Major  threats  to  wetlands  and 
waterfowl  . 1 he  entries  for  each  site  then  follow  and  are  sub-divided  under  the  headings: 
Location,  Area,  Altitude,  Province  and  type.  Site  description.  Principal  vegetation.  Land 
tenure,  Protection,  Land  use,  W aterfowl,  Other  fauna.  Threats,  Research  and  conservation. 
Refer  ences.  Source  and  criteria  lor  inclusion.  I he  book  includes  an  extensive  49-page  biblio- 
graphy, a list  of  contributors  and  (most  usefully)  their  addresses,  and  finally  an  Annotated 
checklist  of  the  waterfowl  of  the  Neotropical  Realm'  which  summarises  the  status  of  the  300 
species  that  the  authors  regard  as  waterfowl. 

As  wc  might  expect  from  these  compilers,  the  work  is  thoroughlv  researched  and  is 
presented  in  a clear  and  concise  form  which  is  easy  to  consult.  It  will  surely  prove  to  be  of 
immense  value  to  those  involved  with  wetland  conservation,  but  should  also  be  of  much 
interest  to  birdwatchers  who  have  visited  or  are  planning  to  visit  am  neotropical  country.  At 
£30.00  for  a paperback,  few  birdwatchers  are  likely  to  add  it  to  their  bookshelves,  but  thev 
should  certainly  be  encouraged  to  refer  to  it  at  their  nearest  ornithological  library. 

David  Fisher 


National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America.  2nd  edn.  National  Geographic  Society,  W ashington,  1987.  464 
pages;  220  colour  plates.  Paperback,  £9.95. 

The  first  edition  of  this  guide  was  generally  well  received  when  it  first  appeared  in  1983.  most 
reviews  (e.g.  Brit.  Birds  77:  172-173;  Birding  lb:  25-32)  agreeing  that  it  was  far  better  than  the 
other  North  American  field  guides.  I ndeed.  it  was  the  British  Birds  'Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year' 
in  1984.  This  extensively  revised  second  edition  corrects  the  few  errors  in  the  first  edition, 
incorporates  new  information  that  has  been  discovered  since  1983,  and  includes  alterations  to 
some  of  the  illustrations  and  five  new  plates.  Four  of  the  new  plates  (cuckoos,  anis  and 
swallows)  replace  the  poorest  of  the  plates  in  the  first  edition.  These  are  certainly  a great 
improvement,  though  perhaps  the  wings  of  the  living  swallows  are  still  a little  broad  and  the 
second  swallow  plate  (page  299)  is  too  dark,  especially  the  Bank  and  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallows.  I do  not  like  the  new  Roadrunner:  the  edges  of  its  feathers  are  broken  up  and  it  looks 
as  if  it  has  run  straight  out  of  a museum  tray.  I am  not  sure  why  the  fifth  plate  (parrots)  was 
repainted:  the  original  seemed  perfectly  adequate.  Perhaps  it  was  so  as  to  include  Green 
Parakeet,  but  other  new  species  (Jackdaw.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  and  Golden-crowned 
Warbler)  have  been  included  elsewhere  without  those  plates  being  repainted.  I should  have 
preferred  to  see  one  of  the  other  poorer  plates  re-done  (perhaps  the  first  Bnteo  plate  on  page  1 93. 
which  I find  a little  wooden),  rather  than  a bunch  of  escaped  parrots  which  are  of  marginal 
importance  in  the  first  place. 

Finding  the  alterations  on  the  revised  plates  (3 1 according  to  the  publisher,  but  which  31?)  is 
a bit  like  a massive  ‘spot  the  difference'  competition.  I pored  over  the  two  editions  comparing 
each  plate  and  quickly  spotted  the  following  significant  alterations.  The  winter  divers  have 
been  completely  repainted  and  arc  now  very  accurate:  a big  improvement.  The  dowitchers 
have  been  extensively  revised,  much  attention  having  been  given  to  feather  details  (if  only  1 
had  this  second  edition  when  puzzling  over  those  silent  dowitchers  in  the  Mid  West  last 
month).  The  Stilt  Sandpipers  have  changed  from  light -tan  to  medium-grey:  some  of  the  swifts' 
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wings  have  broadened;  the  smaller  Empidonax  flycatchers’  eye-rings  have  narrowed;  and  some 
kingbird  heads  have  been  adjusted.  Other  useful  and  accurate  changes  have  been  made  to 
Buller’s  Shearwater,  Wedge-rumped  Storm-Petrel,  Pelagic  Cormorant  (flight  and  Ist-year), 
American  Bittern  (flight),  Little  Blue  Heron  (immature  bilUolour),  Northern  Harrier,  Prairie 
Warbler  (undertail-coverts  from  yellow  to  white),  Bav-breasted  Warbler  (colour  ol 
underparts  of  immature  female)  and  the  Oporomis  warblers. 

l he  text  for  the  vast  majority  of  species  has  been  revised,  often  only  slightly,  but  always 
beneficially,  and  the  use  of  such  terms  as  casual  and  rare  has  been  standardised.  Taxonomy 
has  been  brought  up  to  date:  Western  Grebe  is  split  into  Clark’s  and  W estern  Grebes,  and 
reference  is  made  to  other  possible  changes.  Some  of  the  maps  have  been  amended,  and  arrows 
indicating  migration  routes  have  been  added  to  quite  a number:  an  important  improvement. 
Thus,  most  of  the  faults  and  inconsistencies  in  the  first  edition  have  been  well  attended  to, 
making  this  by  far  the  best  North  American  field  guide.  Birdwatchers  who  do  not  own  this 
guide  should  buy  it;  owners  of  the  first  edition  intending  to  use  it  should  get  the  second  as  well. 

Finally,  a few  small  suggestions  for  the  editors  of  the  third  edition.  Alter  the  following: 
Clapper  Rail  (make  all  races  the  same  size),  Spotted  Sandpiper  (uncross  its  legs).  Gray- 
spotted  Flycatcher  (straighten  the  bird:  it  has  fallen  over  since  the  first  edition),  Dusky 
Warbler  (change  from  olive  to  brown),  Olive-backed  Pipit  (repaint:  proportions  completely 
wrong  and  superciliary  drop  needs  to  be  added)  and  Reed  Bunting  (repaint  the  faces  and  bills, 
w hich  are  distorted).  Put  the  raptors  and  game-birds  back  between  the  ducks  and  rails  where 
they  belong.  Add  a caption  to  the  juvenile  Olive-sided  Flycatcher.  Include  an  addendum  of  the 
rarer  species  which  have  occurred  naturally  in  North  America,  but  which  are  not  included  in 
the  guide.  And  do  not  be  upset  by  these  criticisms:  I am  just  trying  to  help  to  perfect  one  of  the 
best  field  guides  around.  David  Fisher 
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The  First  Eden:  the  Mediterranean 

World  and  Man.  By  David  Attenborough. 

(Collins,  1987.  £12.95)  The  book  of  the  TV' 
series:  well  illustrated,  with  many  colour 
photographs,  and  interestingly  written  (full 
of  facts  which  w'ere  nev,'  to  me). 

Birds  of  the  World:  a guide  to  the  185 
bird  families.  By  Oliver  L.  Austin  Jr  and 
Arthur  Singer.  (Country  Life,  1987. 
Paperback  £6.95)  It  is  quite  a useful  idea  to 
have  a book  of  all  families  of  birds  of  the 
world,  with  illustrations  of  representative 
species.  Among  those  already  available.  Bird 
Families  of  the  World  illustrated  by  Ad 
Cameron  (1978,  reviewed  British  Birds  72: 
495)  comes  immediately  to  mind.  A pocket- 
sized,  field  guide  version  seems  slightly 
unnecessary,  but  the  low  price  will  be 
welcome.  This  ‘Country  Life  Guide’  is  the 
English  version  of  the  1966,  Golden  Guide, 
North  American  original.  Perhaps  the  birds 
familiar  to  the  artist  are  well  illustrated,  but 
some  of  the  shapes  of  European  species  arc  a 
little  strange.  In  a book  apparently  designed 
for  the  relatively  unknowledgeable  reader,  it 
is  also  disconcerting  to  find,  for  instance,  an 
illustration  of  Dead  Sea  Sparrow  Passer 
moabiticus  which  gives  the  impression  that  it  is 


twice  the  size  of  a House  Sparrow  P. 
domesticus,  whereas  it  is  actually  distinctly 
smaller. 

Travels  with  a Wildlife  Artist:  the  living 
landscape  of  Greece.  By  Peter  Barrett 
and  Susan  Barrett.  (Columbus,  1986. 
£14.95)  This  book  might  best  be  described  as 
a portrait  of  Greece  from  the  naturalist’s 
point  of  vievc.  It  contains  many  beautiful 
colour  paintings  and  black-and-white 
line-draw  ings  both  of  landscapes  and  more 
detailed  studies  of  birds,  mammals,  reptiles, 
amphibians,  insects  and  plants.  For  me,  the 
colour  illustrations  work  best,  especially  the 
landscapes.  They  really  do  seem  to  capture 
the  spirit  of  Greece  and  bring  back  memories 
of  pleasant  days  spent  looking  for  birds  and 
other  w ildlife.  I w as  delighted  to  find  so  many 
butterflies  illustrated  as  I doubt  if  many 
people  realise  just  how'  rich  the  diversity  of 
species  is  in  Greece.  Flowers  share  an  equal 
billing  and  are  accurately  portrayed.  The 
text  is  by  the  artist’s  w'ife  and  provides  a nice 
accompanying  commentary  w'ritten  in  a 
partly  anecdotal,  partly  factual  style.  A nice 
book  for  lovers  of  Greece  or  for  those  con- 
sidering a trip  there.  [ David  Fisher] 

Birds  of  the  West  Indies.  By  James  Bond. 
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(Collins,  5th  cdn,  1985.  £7.95)  This  is  the 
fifth  edition  of  James  Bond’s  excellent  field 
guide  first  published  in  1960.  Minor  changes 
have  been  made  to  the  preface  and  to  the 
species  accounts  which  form  the  bulk  of  the 
book.  The  list  of  vagrants  has  been  revised 
and  updated,  but  otherwise  the  book  remains 
essentially  the  same.  A bibliography  would 
be  a useful  addition  to  a future  edition. 

[ David  F isher ] 

Les  Oiseaux  des  Regions  Forestieres  du 
Nord-est  du  Gabon,  vol  1.  Ecologie  et 
comportement  des  especes.  By  A.  Brosset 
and  C.  Erard  (Societe  Nationale  de 
Protection  de  la  Nature,  1986.  Paperback, 
FF200  France;  FF250  elsewhere)  This  book 
summarises  the  observations  made  by  a team 
of  ornithologists  working  in  the  Makokou- 
Belinga  area  in  northeast  Gabon  during 
1963-85.  After  a brief  introduction  to  the 
study  area,  the  bulk  of  the  book  is  taken  up 
with  a systematic  list  of  the  424  species  of 
birds  recorded  in  the  area.  Detailed  informa- 
tion is  given  on  status,  habitat  preferences, 
abundance,  life-history  characteristics,  diet, 
and  reproduction.  The  text  is  in  French. 

[ David- F isher  ] 

Garden  Birds.  By  Michael  Chinery. 
Illustrated  by  Maurice  Pledger. 

(Dragon’s  World,  1983.  £9.95)  An  appalling 
book,  with  some  of  the  most  awful  bird  paint- 
ings that  I have  ever  seen:  shapes  are  wrong, 
colours  are  wrong,  and  the  paintings  depict 
unlikely  arrays  of  birds  doing  things  which 
birds  just  don’t  do.  What  a shame,  for  the 
quality  of  the  production  (paper,  binding, 
and  so  on)  is  high.  The  publishers.  Dragon’s 
World  Books,  clearly  need  to  find  themselves 
a knowledgeable  ornithological  consultant. 
Oh,  and  here  are  some  of  those  inappropriate 
paintings  that  turn  up  again  in  the  same 
publisher’s  Birds  of  Canada. 

How  to  Begin  the  Study  of  Spiders.  By 
J.  L.  Cloudsley-Thompson.  (Richmond 
Publishing  in  conjunction  with  the  British 
Naturalists’  Association,  1987.  34  pages. 
Paperback  £1.99;  hardback  £8.00)  Spiders 
are  fascinating  animals.  Like  birds,  they 
occur  almost  everywhere  and  at  all  seasons  ol 
the  year;  even  the  British  list,  at  around  620 
species,  is  not  vastly  different.  For  the  birder 
who  wants  a new  challenge,  this  booklet  is  a 
useful  introduction  to  their  world  and  identi- 
fication, though  be  prepared  for  much  initial 
frustration!  (Ian  Dawson] 

Avian  Medicine  and  Surgery.  By  B.  M. 
Coles.  (Blackwell  Scientific  Publications, 


Oxford,  1985.  £13.50)  This  book,  in  the 
‘Library  of  Veterinary  Practice’  series,  is 
aimed  at  veterinary  students  and  surgeons. 
Great  advances  have  been  made  in  the 
medicine  and  surgery  of  birds  in  recent  years, 
and  the  literature  is  growing  exponentially. 
This  is  an  excellent  introduction  to  avian 
veterinary  science,  covering  clinical 
examination  through  to  rehabilitation,  and  is 
a handy  source  of  practical  information  for 
vets  on,  for  example,  drug  dosage  rates  and 
surgical  and  nursing  techniques.  It  may  be  of 
general  interest  as  an  insight  into  the 
technology  now  available  for  treating  sick 
and  injured  wild  birds.  [James  K.  Kirk- 
wood] 

Game  Birds.  By  Charles  Coles.  Illus- 
trated by  Maurice  Pledger.  (Dragon’s 
World,  1983.  £25.00)  Of  the  170  numbered 
pages,  27  ( 16%)  are  totally  blank.  Several  of 
the  others  have  only  a few  words  or  a single 
space-filling  drawing.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  many  of  the  birds  could 
have  been  painted  as  they  are  without  the 
sole  reference  source  being  dishevelled 
corpses  or  museum  skins,  for  no  liv  ing  bird 
would  allow  its  plumage  to  be  in  such  a 
condition.  Some  of  the  paintings,  however, 
are  markedly  better  than  others,  which 
perhaps  suggests  that  there  has  been 
reference  to  living  birds  in  some  cases,  or  that 
(hopefully)  the  worst  ones  are  examples  of 
the  artist’s  earlier  work.  The  text  is  by  a 
former  Director  of  the  Game  Conservancy 
(not  Game  Conservatory  as  printed  on  the 
inside  front  cover).  The  price  is  high:  over 
£ 1 .00  per  painting. 

Pond  Care.  By  John  Dawes.  (Hamlyn, 
1986.  65p)  This  little  (10  cm  X 15  cm)  32- 
page  guide  gives  excellent  advice  for  intro- 
ducing a small  pond  into  a garden  and  main- 
taining it.  Informal  ponds,  ‘wildlife  ponds’, 
formal  ponds,  and  tub/sink  ponds  are  all 
dealt  with.  Excellent  value  for  money.  (This 
is  one  of  a series  of ‘Pet  Guides’  by  Hamlyn, 
others  just  published  including  Zebra  Finches 
by  Christopher  Blackwell.  Mice  and  Rais  by 
Joyce  Lawrence,  Parrots  and  Related  Birds  by 
Rosemary  Low,  and  Fish  Diseases  and  Treat- 
ments by  Anne  Powell.) 

The  Endemic  Birds  of  Madagascar.  By 

T.  J.  Dee  (ICBP.  1986.  Paperback.  £8.00) 
Five  families  and  no  less  than  130  out  of  250 
species  occurring  on  Madagascar  are  en- 
demic, or  shared  only  with  the  Comoros: 
40%  of  these  are  threatened  or  near- 
threatened.  primarily  through  habitat  loss. 
Historical  distribution  is  treated  in  detail. 
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together  with  maps,  using  data  from  pub- 
lished and  unpublished  sources,  and 
museum  collections.  This  is  not  a held  guide: 
no  descriptions  are  given,  but  an  appendix 
listing  the  non-endemic  species,  with  brief 
comments,  provides  a complete  summary  of 
the  known  records  of  the  birds  of  this  very 
special  island.  [Ian  Dawson] 

Distributional  Checklist  of  North 
American  Birds,  vol.  1.  United  States  and 
Canada.  By  David  DeSante  and  Peter 
Pyle.  (Artemisia  Press,  1986.  No  price 
given)  Nothing  quite  like  this  rather  large 
tome  exists  on  our  side  of  the  Atlantic — yet. 
An  enormous  amount  of  work  has  gone  into 
its  compilation,  and  w'hether  you  think  the 
end  result  is  w'orthw'hile  depends  on  your 
point  of  view  (and,  perhaps,  w'hether  you  are 
North  American).  It  comprises  a surprising- 
ly simple  checklist,  w'ith  a clever  system  of 
‘tick-boxes’  for  each  species  in  each  Province 
of  Canada  and  each  US  State  (including 
Hawaii),  with  status  and  a rough  estimate  of 
numbers  provided  for  each  species  in  each 
Province  or  State.  It  will  be  very  handy  as  a 
quick  reference  guide  to  status  and  distribu- 
tion in  the  area  covered  (a  second  volume  will 
cover  Mexico,  and  those  bits  of  the  Carib- 
bean and  Central  America  w'ithin  the  AOU 
Checklist  area),  but  above  all,  perhaps,  it  will 
be  of  particular  value  to  ‘listers’.  The  authors 
tell  us,  quite  unashamedly,  that  there  are 
28,031  potential  ‘ticks’  on  the  lists.  I’ll  take 
their  word  for  it!  [Mike  Everett] 
Ourselves  and  Other  Animals.  By  Peter 
Evans.  (Century,  1987.  £14.95)  Another 
‘book  of  the  TV  series’,  with  wide  margins, 
colour  pictures  and  a general,  interesting 
text.  Who  buys  these  books?  Aunts  for 
nephews  and  nieces,  I seem  to  recall  from 
Christmases  past.  Fine  for  browsing,  but  how 
much  easier  it  is  to  sit  and  watch  it  all  on 
television. 

Der  Pirol.  By  Klaus-Dieter  Feige.  (Die 
Neue  Brehm-Biicherei  578.  A.  Ziemsen 
Verlag,  1986.  Paperback  DM25.40)  The 
author  became  a devotee  of  the  Golden 
Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus  more  than  a decade  ago, 
when  he  wrote  the  account  for  the  Avifauna 
Mecklenburgs,  and  has  in  this  outstanding 
monograph  enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  three 
renowmed  oriole  experts.  In  some  200  pages, 
he  deals  admirably  with  all  aspects  of  the 
species,  and  ends  with  14  close-typed  pages 
of  bibliography.  The  distribution  maps  on 
page  18  are  the  only  weak  point,  and  are 
clearly  copied  from  the  notoriously  in- 
accurate Voous  Atlas.  Errors  occur  in  all 


parts  of  the  maps,  but  particularly'east  of  the 
Urals:  some  seem  careless,  like  showing  the 
Auvergne  about  200  km  NNE  of  its  true  posi- 
tion. [G.  G..  Buzzard] 

Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the 
Wild  Flowers  of  Britain  and  Northern 
Europe.  By  Alastair  Fitter.  (Collins,  1987. 
Paperback,  £6.95)  The  principal  difference 
between  the  ‘New  Generation  Guides'  and 
other  field  guides  is  that  the  identification 
part  is  less  than  50%  of  the  volume;  the  rest 
deals  with  a whole  variety  of  biological 
principles.  Marvellously  educational!  But 
there  is  a drawback.  The  illustrations  are  tiny 
(each  species  is  the  size  of  a commemorative 
stamp,  with  ten  and  their  texts  on  each  page). 
This  inevitably  means  that  the  fine  detail, 
which  was  probably  originally  included  by 
the  13  different  artists,  has  often  been  lost. 
The  English  names  do  not  always  follow 
those  recommended  by  the  Botanical  Society 
of  the  British  Isles  ( English  Names  oj  Wild 
Flowers,  Dony,  Perring  & Rob,  1980),  but  the 
text  is  generally  excellent,  being  set  at  just  the 
right  level  for  the  keen  and  interested 
amateur. 

This  book’s  handy  field-guide  size,  com- 
prehensive coverage  and  reasonable  price 
will  make  it  popular  with  many  amateur 
naturalists. 

Birdlife:  insights  into  the  daily  lives  of 
birds.  By  Jim  Flegg.  Illustrated  by 
Dianne  Breeze.  (Pelham  Books,  1986. 
£12.95)  Another  book  on  basic  bird  biology 
and  behaviour — yet  another  ornithological 
primer?  Well,  yes — but  this  one  is  better  than 
most  (and,  as  one  would  expect  from  Jim 
Flegg,  eminently  more  readable).  It  is 
concise,  factual,  up-to-date  and  pleasantly 
illustrated,  even  if  the  ‘eagle’  on  page  62  is 
really  a Buzzard!  It  will  provide  a wealth  of 
information  for  beginners  and  the  more 
informed  alike:  I learned  several  new'  things 
by  reading  it.  I suspect  many  birders  to 
whom  birds  are  merely  a collection  of 
plumage  details  and  field  marks,  or  names  on 
a tick-list,  w'ould  benefit  from  reading  it  too. 
Definitely  recommended.  [Mike 
Everett] 

The  Blue  Tit.  By  Jim  Flegg.  (Shire  Natural 
History,  1987.  Paperback  £1.25)  One  of  a 
new'  series  aimed  to  fill  a gap  betw'een  general 
guides  and  full-length  books  for  the  special- 
ist. The  Blue  Tit  is  24  pages  long  and  liberally 
illustrated  with  good-quality  colour  photo- 
graphs and  line-draw  ings.  It  concentrates  on 
the  life  cycle  and  the  species’  associations 
w ith  man.  Phis  series  offers  value  for  money, 
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and  it  is  good  to  see  suggestions  for  further 
reading  in  all  of  them.  [MB] 

Woodlands  of  Britain:  a naturalist’s 
guide.  By  Ron  Freethy.  (Bell  & Hyman, 
1986.  £12.95)  1’his  isn’t  a reference  book;  nor 
is  it  merely  a glossy  coffee-table  book 
filled  with  big  colour  photographs.  Ron 
Freethy  has  provided  his  readers  with  solid, 
readable,  interesting  text,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
find  a page  without  a photograph  or  some 
other  illustration.  History,  ecology,  life 
cycles,  folklore,  superstitions,  facts,  beauty, 
indeed  almost  every  aspect  that  one  could 
imagine — clearly  a labour  of  love.  Design 
and  production  are  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and 
the  price  is  very  reasonable. 

Breeding  Butterflies  and  Moths:  a 

practical  handbook  for  British  and 
European  species.  By  Ekkehard  Fried- 
rich. Translated  by  Steven  Whitebread. 

(Harley  Books,  1986.  Paperback  £9.95, 
hardback  £20.00)  This  latest  product  from 
the  ‘Poyser’  of  entomological  literature  is  the 
first  comprehensive  work  in  English  on  the 
subject  (originally  published  in  Germany  in 
1975).  Part  One  gives  general  information  on 
rearing  equipment  and  techniques;  and  Part 
Two  detailed  instructions  on  how  to  rear 
about  1,000  species  of  butterflies  and  moths, 
based  on  practical  experience.  Specialised, 
but  essential  for  the  keen  naturalist.  [Ian 
Dawson J 

Ducks  of  Britain  and  the  Northern 
Hemisphere.  By  John  Gooders  and 
Trevor  Boyer.  (Dragon's  World,  1986. 
£14.95)  A coffee-table  book  of  very 
pleasing — though  curiously  uncaptioned — 
plates  of  all  the  northern  hemisphere  ducks. 
The  great  majority  portray  the  birds  very 
successfully,  often  enhanced  by  superb  treat- 
ment of  the  water.  The  addition  of  small 
flight  paintings,  showing  upperwings  and 
underwings  of  adult  males  and  females,  do 
not  make  it  a useful  identification  guide, 
whatever  the  blurb  says.  John  Gooders’  texts 
are  competent  syntheses  of  published 
material.  [MAO] 

Collins  British  Birds.  By  John  Gooders. 
Paintings  by  Terence  Lambert  and 
Norman  Arlott.  (Collins,  1987.  Paperback, 
£8.95)  Paperback  version  of  book  reviewed 
previously  {Brit.  Birds  75:  435).  Good  value 
for  money  for  the  interested-in-birdlife 
beginner. 

Birds  of  Canada.  By  John  Gooders  and 
Maurice  Pledger.  (Dragon’s  World.  1984. 
£9.95)  Not  worth  shelf  space,  unless  you 


want  to  use  it  as  an  example  of  the  sort  of  bird 
book  which  should  never  be  published.  The 
introduction  claims  that  the  24  species 
included  were  chosen  as  ‘a  cross  section  of  the 
more  spectacular  Canadian  birds’,  but  it 
would  take  a lot  to  convince  me  that  they 
were  not  merely  cobbled  together  because 
there  were  a few  paintings  lying  around  and 
available  on  the  cheap.  ‘Birds  of  Canada’? 
What  a con! 

Gulls:  a guide  to  identification.  2nd  edn. 
By  P.  J.  Grant.  (Poyser,  1986.  £15.00)  At 
first  glance,  enough  appears  familiar  to 
suggest  that  this  new  edition  can  be  forgone. 
On  closer  scrutiny,  however,  we  find  a 
greatly  expanded  treatment  of  the  races  of 
Herring  Gull  (six  pages),  Common  Gull  and 
Iceland  Gull,  as  well  as  some  text  and  map 
revisions.  The  chief  difference  lies  in  the 
inclusion  of  an  extra  section  dealing  with  a 
further  eight  west  coast  American  species: 
the  guide  now  covers  31  out  of  the  35 
Holarctic  gull  species.  The  photographic 
section  has  also  been  expanded  from  376  to 
544  photos,  including  many  changes  even  for 
those  species  previously  pictured.  All  this  is 
bad  news  for  the  impecunious  birder:  he  will 
have  to  fork  out  again  for  a book  he  already 
has!  [Ian  Dawson] 

Alphabet  Aviary.  By  Gaston  Hall.  Illus- 
trated by  Edith  Duquenoy.  (Walter 

Ritchie,  1987.  £12.50) 

‘Nuthatches  are  active  and  skiddle  up  trees 
And  unlike  Treecreepers  climb  down  if  they 
please.  ’ 

If  you — like  I — find  poetry  of  this  sort 
amusing  and  entertaining,  then  you  are  in  for 
a treat.  But  you  had  better  hurry,  for  this 
edition  is  limited  to  500  numbered  copies. 

Die  Auerhiihner.  By  Siegfried  Klaus, 
Hans-Heiner  Bergmann,  et  al.  ( Die  N’eue 
Brehm-Biicherei  86,  A.  Ziemsen  Yerlag. 
1986.  Paperback  DM29.50)  I bis  monograph 
on  capercaillies  Tetrao.  which  succeeds  that 
published  in  1952,  has  been  completely  re- 
written and  incorporates  a section  on  the 
Black-billed  (or  Stone)  Capercaillie  T.  parvi- 
rostris  by  the  eminent  Soviet  ornithologist  Dr 
Andreev.  It  also  draws  on  the  work  of  Dr 
Semenoy  -Tyan-Shanskii.  including  his  great 
monograph  of  1960.  The  well-balanced  text, 
including  very  good  illustrations,  makes  this 
an  indispensable  source  book  for  studies  of 
the  Capercaillie  T.  urogallus  and  Stone 
Capercaillie — the  German  authors  use  the 
much  preferable  Soviet  name  for  this  w holly 
Siberian  species.  The  highly  accurate  map  of 
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the  Central  European  distribution  (page  12) 
shows  what  can  be  achieved  by  painstaking 
zoo-geography  and  offers  a challenge  to  the 
legion  of  inaccurate  distribution  maps  of  all 
kinds.  The  authors’  thoroughness  deserves 
acknowledgment  and  admiration.  The  16- 
page  bibliography  embraces  all  significant 
sources,  although  Plinius,  who  is  so  neatly 
quoted  in  the  Introduction,  with  equal  dis- 
concernment  does  not  figure  there.  [G.  G. 
Buzzard] 

The  Birds  of  Ancient  Egypt.  By  Patrick  F. 
Houlihan  with  Steven  M.  Goodman.  (Aris 
& Phillips,  1986.  Paperback,  £28.00)  All  the 
birds  (72  species),  plus  some  bats,  repre- 
sented in  ancient  Egyptian  art  and  hiero- 
glyphs have  been  identified.  Their  present 
distribution  is  compared  with  that  in  the  time 
of  the  Pharaohs,  and  fully  referenced  com- 
ments made  upon  their  secular  and  religious 
roles  in  Egyptian  life.  There  is  also  a list  of 
funerary  and  mummified  birds.  Numerous 
beautiful  black-and-white  illustrations  are 
concisely  set  out,  with  pleasing  print  on  high- 
quality  paper.  An  accurate  and  up-to-date 
checklist  to  the  birds  of  Egypt  includes 
English  and  Egyptian  Arabic  names. 
Though  large,  the  book  is  firmly  bound  in 
paperback  to  survive  fieldwork  or  a Nile 
cruise  (cross  referencing  sites  and  birds 
would  here  have  been  helpful).  School 
libraries,  Egyptologists  and  archaeologists 
will  find  it  invaluable.  And  so  will  British 
ornithologists,  since  many  birds  depicted  are 
winter  migrants  from  the  Palearctic  region. 
[E.  Marjorie  Northcote] 

Puffins.  By  Rob  Hume.  (RSPB,  1987. 
Paperback,  £1.00  plus  35p  p&p)  Only  24 
pages,  but  big  and  glossy,  with  superbly 
reproduced  photographs  of  these  very  photo- 
genic birds,  and  an  appropriate  RSPB- 
member-level  text. 

Die  Vogelwelt  Ussuriens:  Avifaunis- 
tisches  zwischen  Amur  und  Japanischem 
Meer.  By  Algirdas  J.  V.  Knystautas  and 
Jurij  B.  Sibnev.  (A.  Ziemsen  Verlag,  1987. 
DM64.00)  The  text  is  wholly  in  German,  so  it 
seems  likely  that  the  majority  of  British  Birds 
purchasers  would  buy  this  book  for  its  photo- 
graphs (207,  all  in  colour).  With  a great 
variety  of  East  Palearctic  species  illustrated, 
many  readers  may  wish  to  own  or  refer  to  this 
book,  for  many  of  these  Siberian  birds  are 
seldom  photographed.  We  know  already, 
from  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR , that 
Algirdas  Knystautas’s  photographic  stand- 
ards are  exceedingly  high.  It  is,  therefore/a 


little  disappointing  to  find  that  the  colour 
reproduction  in  this  book  does  not  match  up 
to  the  photographers’  originals.  The  colour  is 
sometimes  tpo  weak,  sometimes  too  blue, 
sometimes  too  yellow.  Nevertheless,  this  is  a 
valuable  source  of  reference,  although  I hope 
that  there  may  be  an  English  edition,  per- 
haps with  better  colour  reproduction. 

Out  for  a duck:  a city  dweller’s  experi- 
ence of  wildfowl  at  home.  By  Tony  Levy. 

(Piatkus,  1987.  £7.95)  A humorous  account 
of  the  conversion  of  a small  suburban  garden 
into  a wildfowl  park  complete  with  two  ponds 
and  32  various  ducks.  Sound  advice  for 
v.'ould-be  duck-keepers  is  mixed  with  des- 
criptions of  the  author’s  own  trials  and  . 
tribulations  along  the  way.  There  are  several 
cartoon  drawings,  and  a few  poorish  photo- 
graphs. [MAO] 

The  Sparrowhawk.  By  Ian  Newton.  (Shire 
Natural  History,  1987.  Paperback  £1.25) 
The  choice  of  the  photographs  seems  limited 
(e.g.  no  flight  shots),  but  the  text  is  of  a high 
standard,  covering  such  diverse  subjects  as 
range,  the  breeding  season,  and  mortality 
factors,  including  pesticides.  [MB] 

Birds  of  the  World:  birds  of  prey.  By 
John  P.  S.  Mackenzie.  (Harrap,  1986. 
£12.95)  This  is  at  the  chicory  end  of  coffee- 
table  books,  though  its  smell  is  expensive.  Its 
144  pages  are  almost  entirely  photographs 
(glossy  quality),  with  a non-Palearctic  bias: 
e.g.  the  eagles  are  represented  by  African 
Fish,  Bald,  Verraux’s  (sic),  Golden  and 
Martial;  whilst  the  falcons  have  Aplomado, 
Little,  Prairie,  Peregrine,  Merlin,  African 
and  Greater  Kestrel.  The  text  is  minimal  and 
not  comprehensive.  This  is  possibly  a present 
for  a non-birding  aunt  who  just  likes  to  look 
at  large  close-ups  of  65  species  of  birds  of  prey 
and  owls  and  isn’t  worried  by  lack  of  artistry 
and  meaningful  text.  But  it  shouldn’t  be  an 
addition  to  any  respectable  birder’s  book- 
shelf. [Richard  Porter] 

A Birder’s  Guide  to  Trinidad  and 
Tobago.  By  William  L.  Murphy.  (Pere- 
grine Enterprises  Inc.,  1986.  Paperback 
$12.95)  This  is  the  first  reasonably  compre- 
hensive guide  to  birdwatching  in  Trinidad 
and  Tobago.  Lengthy  sections  of  general 
advice  cover  all  of  the  topics  likely  to  be 
relevant  to  a visiting  birder.  The  main 
birdwatching  sites  on  the  islands  are  covered 
in  47  pages  (40%  of  the  book)  and  are  well 
written,  providing  plenty  of  advice  about 
access  and  species  to  be  seen.  Sketch  maps 
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are  sometimes  included  and  many  sites  are 
illustrated  with  photographs.  Only  four 
areas  on  Tobago  are  covered,  however,  and 
two  ol  my  favourite  (and  most  productive) 
sites  are  omitted.  A complete  species  list  and 
a seasonal  distribution  chart  take  up  1 1 and 
13  pages  respectively,  and  1 personally  would 
have  preferred  this  space  to  be  used  for  more 
site  information,  especially  as  it  duplicates 
much  of  the  information  in  flrench’s  field 
guide.  Nevertheless,  a welcome  addition  to 
the  ornithological  literature  on  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  which  should  be  very  useful  to  visit- 
ing birdwatchers.  [David  Fisher] 

Der  Uhu.  By  Rudolf  Piechocki.  (Die  Neue 
Breh  m-Bucherci  108.  5th  edn.  A.  Ziemsen 
Vcrlag.  1085.  DM  13. 10)  Rudolf  Piechocki 
has,  since  the  3rd  edition,  been  refining 
Robert  Mar/.’s  classic  on  the  Eagle  Owl  Bubo 
bubo , making  it  even  more  comprehensive 
than  the  excellent  account  in  the  Handbuch  der 
Vogel  Mitteleuropas  (vol.  IX,  pp.  303-357).  His 
success  deserves  far  greater  recognition  than 
this  very  short  review  can  aflbrd.  Such  an 
outstanding  work  should  be  accompanied  by 
a much  more  accurate  distribution  map  than 
the  one  on  page  8,  based  on  the  notorious 
series  in  Voous’s  Atlas  oj  European  Birds 
(1960).  The  maps  in  Einhard  BezzePs 
Kompendium  (p.  639)  and  in  the  Handbuch  (vol 
IX,  p.  316/7)  are  both  far  more  reliable, 
although  npt  wholly  so.  [G.  G.  Buzzard] 

Through  the  Year.  By  Roberto  Piumini 
and  Gabriele  Pozzi.  (Macdonald,  1987. 
£3.99)  With  dormice  and  other  cuddly 
creatures  to  the  fore,  and  birds  and  animals 
(and  even  plants)  which  talk  to  each  other.  It 
could  interest  some  young  children  in  natural 
history,  but  the  price  seems  high  for  a mere 
40  pages  of  text  and  pictures. 

The  Spiders  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
vol.  2.  By  Michael  J.  Roberts.  (Harley 
Books,  1987.  £45.00)  With  the  204  pages  of 
vol.  2,  this  three-volume  work,  covering  all  of 
the  species  so  far  recorded  in  Britain*  and 
Ireland,  is  completed.  Vol.  2 contains 
accounts  of  the  Linyphiidae,  numerically  the 
largest  family  of  spiders  in  northern  Europe, 
and  accounts  of  rare  species  discov  ered  since 
publication  of  vol.  1.  There  is  a 13-page 
checklist  of  all  British  spiders.  The  detailed 
TIIT- level  treatment  in  these  three  elegant 
volumes  is  a great  credit  to  author/ illustrator 
and  publisher. 

The  Birds  of  Karachi  and  Lower  Sind 
(Pakistan):  a checklist.  By  T.  J.  Roberts, 
R.  Passburg  and  N.  P.  van  Zalinge.  ( \\  orld 
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Wildlife  Fund  Pakistan,  1986.  No  price 
given)  This  well-produced  checklist  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  literature  of  a little- 
visited  area,  and  is  intended  for  visitors  to 
Karachi  and  its  immediate  surroundings. 
After  a short  introduction  and  a spidery  map. 
327  species  are  listed  and  coded  according  to 
residential  status,  relative  abundance  and 
habitats  in  which  they  are  found.  It  is  a 
shame  that  the  layout  has  allowed  so  much 
space  to  be  wasted;  a lot  more  information 
could  have  been  crammed  into  its  40  pages. 
[ Nice i.  Redman] 

The  Arctic  and  its  Wildlife.  By  Bryan 
Sage.  (Groom  Helm,  1986.  £14.95)  This  is  a 
comprehensive  account  of  Arctic  wildlife, 
drawing  on  many  sources,  including  the 
author’s  ow  n Alaskan  experience,  while  four 
experts  write  on  insects,  plants  and  marine 
mammals.  The  bird  accounts  are  generally, 
well-researched,  though,  while  1 am  acknow- 
ledged for  one  recent  goose  population  total, 
others  are  up  to  ten  years  old.  and  include  a 
bad  error.  The  73  colour  photographs  are 
well  printed  and  apposite,  il  biased  towards 
North  America.  Among  the  many  black-and- 
white  photographs,  however,  are  several  that 
appear  very  dark  and  lacking  in  contrast.  So 
dark,  indeed,  that  I cannot  confirm  that  the 
picture  on  page  147  contains  the  herd  of 
caribou  mentioned  in  the  caption.  [MA()| 

SOC  Field  List  of  Scottish  Birds.  ( Scottish 
Ornithologists’  Club,  1987.  Paperback  50p) 
Handy,  eight-page  list  of  regularly  occurring 
Scottish  birds  (those  which  occurred  on 
average  at  least  four  times  a year  during 
1981-85).  With  eight  columns  for  noting 
numbers  seen,  this  would  be  very  useful  for 
visitors  on  a short  trip  to  Scotland. 

SOC  Checklist  of  Scottish  Birds.  (Scottish 
Ornithologists’  Club.  1987.  Paperback  95p) 
A 32-page  booklet  with  a two-  and  three-line 
entry  and  a tickable  box  for  every  bird  species 
recorded  in  Scotland  during  1900-85. 

The  Blackbird.  By  David  W.  Snow.  (Shire 
Natural  History,  1987.  Paperback  £1.25) 
The  main  aspects  of  Blackbird  behaviour 
over  the  course  of  the  year,  with  particular 
detail  on  breeding  and  movements.  [MB] 

Conservation  of  Cameroon  Montane 
Forests:  report  of  the  ICBP  Cameroon 
Montane  Forest  Survey  November  1983- 
April  1984.  Edited  by  S.  N.  Stuart.  ( Inter- 
national Council  for  Bird  Preservation. 
Cambridge,  1986.  263  pages.  Paperback 
£ 1 0.00).  The  status  and  ecology  of  53  species 


454 


Short  reviews 


of  forest  birds,  eight  of  which  are  threatened, 
are  reviewed  in  detail  after  visits  to  forests  on 
several  mountains  in  western  Cameroon. 
Other  bird  records  are  noted  and  a chapter 
describes  the  results  of  mist-netting  1,199 
birds  of  112  species.  Remaining  chapters 
include  notes  on  the  vegetation,  reptiles, 
amphibia  and  mammals,  especially  bats. 
The  book  concludes  with  some  detailed 
recommendations  for  the  conservation  of 
these  endangered  forests.  A thorough  and 
timely  production.  [Peter  Lack] 

Bats  of  the  British  Isles.  By  A.  A. 
Wardhaugh.  (Shire  Natural  History,  1987. 
Paperback  £1.25)  Covers  identification  of 
British  species  as  well  as  including  more 
general  sections  on  bat  flight,  echo-location, 
anatomy,  and  behaviour.  The  photographs 
are  of  a particularly  high  standard.  [MB] 

Die  Bartmeise.  By  Heinz  Wawrzyniak 
and  Gertfred  Sohns.  (Die  Neue  Brehm- 
Biicherei  553.  A.  Ziemsen  Verlag,  1986. 
Paperback  DM19.80)  The  Bearded  Tit 
Panurus  biarmicus  for  168  pages.  We  have 
nothing  equivalent  to  this  series,  at  the  tech- 
nical end  among  popular  monographs, 
longer  than  journal  papers.  I do  not  know 
what  so  many  photographs  are  for,  and  their 
standard  of  reproduction  is  awful.  The  book 


otherwise  combines  a review  of  the  literature 
(ten  packed  pages  of  references)  with  results 
of  the  authors’  field  studies.  This  is  a bit 
confusing,  ,^nd  gives  space  to  local  results 
amongst  more  general  analyses  culled  from 
the  literature.  It  appears  to  be  thorough.  For 
foreign  readers,  it  is  a pity  that  the  series  does 
not  use  the  helpful  device  of  giving  sum- 
maries and  legends  in  English.  If  your 
German  is  poor,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
extract  everything  that  must  be  in  here. 
Students  of  Bearded  Tits  will  need  to  study 
this,  and  even  ‘without  the  language’  will 
find  the  tables,  figures  and  references  of  use. 
[Colin  J.  Bibby] 

The  Lapwing.  By  Peter  Weaver.  (Shire 
Natural  History,  1987.  Paperback  £1.25) 
Contains  a good  range  of  photographs  and 
information  on  subjects  such  as  flocking 
behaviour,  migration,  the  breeding  season, 
and  the  relationship  with  farming.  [MB] 
Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Belize.  By  D. 
Scott  Wood,  Robert  C.  Leberman  and 
Dora  Weyer.  (Carnegie  Museum  ofNatural 
History,  1986.  Paperback  $2.00  plus 
postage)  A comprehensive  list  of  the  species 
recorded  in  Belize  up  until  the  end  of  1985, 
along  with  their  status  in  each  of  six  main 
habitats.  Three  columns  are  provided  for 
personal  notes.  [David  Fisher] 


Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains,  Park  Lane , Blunham , Bedford  MK44  3NJ 
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Robin  Prytherch  and  Alike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


Blanket  forests  a threat  to  Golden  Eagles 

The  NCC  has  just  completed  a four-year 
investigation  into  the  impact  of  land-use 
changes  on  Golden  Eagles  Aquila  chrysaetos. 
They  studied  over  100  pairs  (about  25%  of 
the  total)  in  the  Scottish  Highlands  and 
Islands  and  conclude  that  blanket  affores- 
tation is  the  main  long-term  threat  to  the 
eagles.  This  habitat  robs  them  of  the  open 
terrain  where  they  hunt  for  their  prey,  both 
during  the  breeding  season  and  in  the  winter. 


The  main  food  during  the  summer  is  moun- 
tain hare  Lepus  timidus , rabbit  Oiyctolagus 
cuniculus,  Ptarmigan  Lagopus  mutus  and  Red 
Grouse  L.  lagopus,  whereas  they  turn  to 
scavenging  during  winter,  when  there  are 
plentiful  supplies  of  dead  sheep  and  deer. 

Fish  farming  and  conservation  The 

Argyll  Bird  Club  is  organising  a conference 
on  this  theme  at  Oban  on  19th  and  20th 
September  1987.  As  well  as  speakers  from  the 
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fish  farming  industry  and  various  conserva- 
tion bodies,  the  conference  will  include  open 
discussion  sessions.  It  you  are  interested, 
write  for  details  to  Steve  Ecdes,  Roineachail, 
Benderloch,  by  Oban,  Argyll,  or  telephone 
Oban  (063 1 ) 64288  during  the  day. 

‘BB’  congratulates  BB  Sharing  the  same 
abbreviated  name,  we  at  British  Birds  have 
long  felt  an  especial  affinity  with  Brigitte 
Bardot,  so  are  delighted  to  have  noted  the 
film  star’s  recent  associations  with  wildlife 
conservation  organisations.  In  June,  BB 
donated  £385, 000-worth  of  jewellery,  paint- 
ings and  other  personal  possessions  to  an 
auction  in  Paris  in  aid  of  wildlife  charities. 
She  is  quoted  as  saying  ‘I  gave  my  beauty 
and  my  youth  to  men  and  now  I am  giving 
my  wisdom  and  experience,  the  best  of  me,  to 
animals.'  Such  actions  are  not  only  of  direct 
financial  benefit,  but  are  also  powerful  pub- 
licity for  the  conservation  message. 

Countryside  Campaigners  Most  bird- 
watchers spend  a good  deal  of  their  birding 
time  in  the  countryside.  When  you  are  out, 
do  you  ever  give  that  simple  fact  a second 
thought.’  Many  bird  species  thrive  in  the 
British  countryside  and  our  enjoyment  of 
them  must  parallel  an  enjoyment  of  the 
scenery  they  live  in.  If  you  value  that,  why 
not  become  a Countryside  Campaigner;  in 
other  words,  a member  of  t he  Council  for  the 
Protection  of  Rural  England  (CPRE)?They 
are  very  active  in  matters  that  might  threaten 
our  landscape;  examining  new  proposals  and 
laws,  opposing  bad  ones  and  making  their 
own  recommendations.  For  more  informa- 
tion and  details  of  membership,  write  to 
CPRE,  4 Hobart  Place,  London  s\v  iwohy. 

The  late  Salim  Ali  \V  e were  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  death  in  June,  at  the  ageof'91.of 
Dr  Salim  Ali,  the  Indian  ornithologist  w hose 
influence  was  immense,  not  only  in  his  own 
country,  but  within  the  w hole  of  Asia.  The 
respect  and  esteem  in  which  lie  was  held  by 
people  who  otherwise  might  have  had  no 
interest  in  wildlife  had  an  enormous  influ- 
ence on  conservation  at  a time  when  wildlife 
habitats  were  under  their  greatest  threat.  His 
monumental  ten-volume  Handbook  of  the  Birds 
oj  India  and  Pakistan  (1968-75),  co-authored 
by  S.  Dillon  Ripley,  stands  as  a permanent 
reminder  of  this  great  man.  whose  autobio- 
graphy, The  Fall  of  a Sparrow , was  published 
as  recently  as  1985. 


212.  Brigitte  Bardot  {The  BBC  Hulton  Picture 
Library) 

International  award  for  Soviet  ornitho- 
logist The  Soviet  zoologist.  Professor  Lev 
Osipov  ich  Belopol'skiv . has  made  a major 
contribution  to  research  on  polar  ecosystems 
and.  as  a member  of  the  Polar  Institute 
(Leningrad),  he  explored  the  whole 
Northern  Sea  Route  from  Europe  to  Japan 
on  the  ice-breaker  Cheluskin.  His  interest 
focussed  on  the  Barents  Sea  and  the  results  of 
many  years’  study  of  seabird  ecology  were 
published  in  his  standard  work  Ecology  oj  Sea 
Colony  Birds  oj  the  Barents  Sea  (1957;  English 
translation:  Israel  Program  for  Scientific 
Translations,  Jerusalem,  1961).  Papers  on. 
for  example,  food  of  tropiebirds  Phaethon. 
ecology  of  the  Swallow-tailed  Gull  Laras 
jurcatus . and  seabirds  of  Georges  Bank  are 
ev  idence  of  travels  farther  afield  and  co- 
operation with  ornithologists  from  other 
countries. 
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It  was  largely  due  to  the  enterprise  and 
enthusiasm  of  Professor  Belopol'skiy  that  the 
former  German  bird  observatory  ol'Rossitten 
(Kuhrische  Nehrung.  Baltic)  was  re-estab- 
lished as  a major  Soviet  centre  for  Baltic 
migration  studies.  After  the  war,  he  worked 
at  the  Zoological  Institute  in  Leningrad  and, 
from  the  mid  1960s,  held  the  chair  of  zoology 
at  Kaliningrad  (formerly  Konigsberg) 
University.  In  recognition  of  his  manifold 
achievements.  Lev  Osipovich  has  been 
awarded  the  1986  Goethe  Prize.  ( Contributed 
by  M.  G.  Wilson) 

Radnor  Bird  Group  This  group  has 
recently  been  formed  and  is  attached  to  the 
new  Radnorshire  \\  ildlife  Trust,  which  has 
just  made  an  amicable  separation  from  the 
Herefordshire  Nature  Trust.  Quarterly  and 
annual  reports  are  being  produced,  and 
many  important  records  are  contributed  by 
birdwatchers  visiting  mid  Wales.  The  county 
becomes  the  last  in  Wales  to  have  its  own 
bird  recorder  to  whom  correspondence  and 
records  should  be  sent:  Pete  Jennings. 
Garnfawr  Bungalow,  Bcttws,  Hundred 
House,  Llandrindod  Wells  l.Di  >RP;  tele- 
phone Hundred  House  (09824)  384. 

Eilat  bird  report  As  a birdwatching  centre, 
Eilat  has  rocketed  to  the  forefront  in  recent 
years.  It  is  good  to  see  the  Israeli  authorities 
promoting  and  encouraging  birdwatching 
tourism  in  the  area.  The  latest  example  is  a 
useful  report  on  bird-ringing  and  raptor 
migration  at  Eilat.  The  80-page  report  Kiln/: 
an  intercontinental  highway  Jor  migrating  birds  is 
published  by  the  International  Birdwatching 
Center,  Eilat.  Especially  interesting  and 
useful  is  a species-by-species  summary  of 
raptor  movements,  based  on  counts  since 
1977.  The  report  contains  many  colour  and 
black-and-white  photographs,  and  will  be  of 
special  interest  to  past  or  prospective  visitors 
to  Eilat.  Obtain  your  own  copy  for  $10  or  £7 
(post  free)  from  Shmulik  Taggar,  Interna- 
tional Birdwatching  Center  Eilat,  P.O.  Box 
774,  Eilat,  Israel.  Cheques  should  be  made 
payable  to  International  Birdwatching 
Center  Eilat;  any  profits  will  go  towards 
further  fieldwork  there. 

The  Ecodisc  is  a newly-developed  system 
using  the  technology  of  the  BBC  Advanced 
Interactive  Video  System  to  simulate  the 
environmental  and  ecological  management 
of  Slapton  Ley  Nature  Reserve,  Devon.  By 
using  a huge  store  of  information,  including 
4,000  still  photographs,  170  film  sequences, 
graphic  displays  and  numerical  data,  the 


user  can  make  realistic  management  deci- 
sions. The  Ecodisc  then  responds  by  letting 
the  user  know  the  effects  on  species  diversity, 
income  to  tlje  reserve,  and  the  reaction  of  the 
reserve’s  visitors,  from  birdwatchers  and 
sailors  down  to  the  local  eel-poacher.  It  is  an 
impressive  system  and,  although  designed 
for  education  courses  from  GCSE  to  under- 
graduate level,  would  be  of  great  interest  to 
most  BB  readers,  providing  a rare  insight 
into  the  workings  of  an  important  reserve  and 
the  many  pressures  on  a reserve  manager. 

(MB) 

Sir  Peter  Scott  honoured  In  the  Queen's 
birthday  honours,  Sir  Peter  Scott  was  made  a 
Companion  of  Honour  for  services  to> 
conservation. 

. . . and  returns  an  honour  Disgusted  by 
Iceland’s  flouting  of  whale-protection 
agreements,  by  misusing  the  legislative 
loophole  of  ‘scientific  research’.  Sir  Peter 
Scott  has  returned  the  order  of  the  Falcon 
awarded  to  him  by  Iceland  in  recognition  of 
his  services  to  conservation. 

. . . and  is  honoured  again  On  25th  June, 
Sir  Peter  Scott  was  elected  a Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  The  Royal  Society’s  an- 
nouncement drew  attention  to  his  contribu- 
tions to  research  on  the  biology  and  conser- 
vation of  waterfowl,  to  conservation  of  the 
natural  environment,  to  the  taxonomy  and 
biogeography  of  coral-reef  fishes,  and. 
through  his  broadcasting  and  writing,  to 
increasing  public  awareness  of  the  natural 
environment  and  its  vulnerability. 

Thank  you,  LIPU!  i xcelli , the  ‘magazine 
for  the  protection  of  nature  and  environ- 
ment’, published  by  Lega  Italiana 
Protezione  LIccelli,  the  Italian  bird  protec- 
tion society,  now  includes  a four-page 
‘English  Digest’  insert,  thereby  greatly 
adding  to  the  interest  of  this  magazine  for 
non-Italian  readers  in  Britain,  Ireland,  the 
USA  and  other  English-Speaking  countries. 
Anyone  wishing  to  join  LIPU  and  support 
the  conservation  movement  in  I tal\  should 
write  to  LIPU,  Yicolo  S.  Tiburzio  5,  43100 
Parma,  Italy. 

Tideline  discovery  Dr  Alan  Knox  has 
drawn  our  attention  to  a letter  in  the  Irish 
Naturalists' Journal  (22:  213-214)  concerning  a 
plastic  Pepsi  Cola  bottle  (containing  a 
message)  which  floated  across  the  Atlantic 
from  Newfoundland  to  Co.  Sligo  between 
13th  September  1985  and  18th  January 
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1 986 — a minimum  of  2,960  km  in  a maximum  of 
127  days,  thus  at  an  average  rate  of  at  least 
23.3  km  per  day.  As  the  author,  Donald  C.  F. 
Cotton,  pointed  out,  these  may  be  highly 
relevant  statistics  when  the  origins  oi  tideline 
corpses  are  considered.  Only  a desiccated 
(rather  than  a fresh)  corpse  is,  however, 
likely  to  have  floating  characteristics  re- 
sembling those  of  an  empty  cola  bottle. 

Supplement  for  ‘Bird-Table  Game’  The 

board  game  reviewed  recently  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
386)  now  has  a supplementary  set  of  72 
new'  quiz  cards  and  36  extra  points  cards 


available,  to  extend  the  game  for  those  v.  ho 
have  played  it  so  often  that  they  have  become 
familiar  with  the  standard  quiz  cards.  (The 
‘Second  Edition’  version  already  includes 
these  extra  cards.)  The  supplementary  card 
pack  is  available  for  £2.99  (including 
postage)  from  Ed-U-Games,  20  Linden 
Terrace,  Newton  Abbot,  Devon  TQI2  ILL. 

Change  of  Recorder  Martin  Cade,  12 
Eittlemoor  Road,  Preston,  Weymouth  irn 
<).\.\,  has  taken  over  from  Dr  G.  I’.  Green  as 
Recorder  for  Dorset. 
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reports 

Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  May  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

As  an  anticyclone  developed  in  mid  Atlan- 
tic at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  the  winds 
turned  northerly  and  cold  air  swept  across 
Britain  and  Europe.  The  high-pressure 
centre  drifted  eastwards,  giving  settled  sunny 
weather  for  a few  days  from  6th.  As  this  high 
pressure  declined,  another  anticyclone 
developed  to  the  west,  and  a series  ofdepres- 


sions,  bringing  unsettled  cold  weather, 
tracked  southward  across  Britain.  The  winds 
turned  to  the  northeast  from  21st.  when  the 
centre  of  pressure  moved  northwards;  the 
easterlies  giving  way  to  milder,  wetter 
westerlies  by  29th  as  the  Atlantic  depressions 
brought  in  more  typical  maritime  weather. 

The  unusual  conditions  over  Britain  and 
Western  Europe,  giving  lower-than-average 
temperatures  and  unexpected  wind  patterns. 
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disrupted  some  migrants,  bringing  a spate  of 
reports  of  unusual  species. 

Northern  Palearctic  migrants 

There  were  seven  reports  of  Red-throated 
Pipits  Anthus  cervinus  on  the  North  Sea  coast 
on  10th  and  1 1th,  and  one  at  Garrettstown 
(Go.  Cork)  on  15th,  and  a Little  Bunting 
Emberiza  pusilla  on  Bardsey  Island 
(Gwynedd)  on  9th.  Neither  of  these  species, 
however,  featured  in  the  grounding  of  other 
Scandinavian  breeders  at  the  onset  of  the 
easterly  winds  on  22nd.  A large  spring  influx 
of  Bluethroats  Luscinia  svecica.  of  the  red- 
spotted  race  svecica , took  place  along  the 
British  east  coast,  between  22nd  and  26th, 
with  100  being  reported,  the  largest  concen- 
tration being  12  on  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk) 
on  23rd.  and  also  12  on  Fair  Isle  (Shetland) 
on  26th.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  largest 
arrivals  on  the  island  in  an  unusually  quiet 
month.  Other  species  involved  in  this  fall 
were  Thrush  Nightingales  L.  luscinia , found 
at  Spurn  (Humberside)  on  23rd  and  Holk- 
ham  (Norfolk)  on  24th,  Rustic  Buntings 
Emberiza  rustica  on  Fair  Isle  on  22nd,  at  Cley 
(Norfolk),  on  23rd  and  at  Skateraw 
(Lothian)  on  26th,  and  Red-backed  Shrikes 
Lanius  collurio  at  six  East  Coast  sites.  A com- 
parison of  these  occurrence  dates  with  those 
published  in  Scarce  Migrant  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  (Sharrock  1973)  and  Rare  Birds  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  (Sharrock  & Sharrock 
1976)  shows  that  this  May’s  exceptional 
numbers  follow  the  accumulated  pattern, 
species  by  species.  The  Red-throated  Pipits 
arriving  in  the  first  weeks  and  Bluethroats 
towards  the  end  further  suggests  that  these 
species  migrate  over  fairly  precise  dates 
during  which,  if  particular  weather  patterns 
occur,  some  of  them  reach  our  shores. 
Ortolan  Buntings  Emberiza  hortulana , with  1 I 
reported,  mainly  from  the  East  Coast, 
occurred  early  in  the  month  which,  with  the 
five  records  of  Scarlet  Rosefinches  Carpo- 
dacus  erythrinus  in  the  last  week,  again  com- 
pares well  with  the  published  occurrence 
dates.  Species  not  showing  any  dear  patterns 
of  arrival  were  four  Yellow  Wagtails 
Motacilla  flava  of  the  grey-headed  race 
thunbergi , four  Icterine  Warblers  Hippolais 
icterina  and  ten  Wrynecks  Jynx  torquilla.  An 
Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  hornemanni  was  an 
exciting  find  on  Bardsey  on  3rd  and  4th,  and 
a Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phyl/oscopus 
inornatus  was  trapped  on  5th,  then  another 
seen  on  6th,  both  on  Great  Saltee  (Co. 
Wexford). 


Southern  overshoots 

The  low  temperatures  often  confined  aerial 
insect  feeders  to  the  reservoirs,  delaying  the 
start  of  their  nesting  season.  Red-rumped 
Swallows  Hirundo  daurica , which  were  noted 
during  April,  were  further  seen  at  Stanpit 
Marshes  (Dorset),  with  one  on  1st  and  two 
on  2nd,  Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on 
2nd  to  6th  (plates  2 1 7 & 2 18),  and  Grantham 
(Lincolnshire)  on  3rd,  with  three  further 
sightings  along  the  Channel  coast  later  in  the 
month.  Four  more  spring  sightings  of  Alpine 
Swift  Apus  melba  were  from  the  east  and  south 
coasts  of  Britain  in  the  first  nine  days.  Also 
continuing  April’s  influx,  Hoopoes  Upupa 
epops  were  noted  on  a further  ten  days,  until 
16th.  Other  exotic  species  reported  included 
three  Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  at  Gibraltar 
Point  on  5th,  and  singles  in  the  last  week  at 
Beachy  Head  (East  Sussex),  Cley  and 
Flamborough  (Humberside),  and  Rollers 
Coracias  garrulus  at  Weymouth  (Dorset)  in 
mid  month,  in  the  New  Forest  (Hampshire) 
on  30th  and  at  Prawle  Point  (Devon)  on  31st. 
A further  35  Golden  Orioles  Oriolus  oriolus 
were  found  at  mainly  coastal  sites  in  the  east 
and  south  of  Britain  and  in  southern  Ireland, 
and  eight  more  spring  records  of  Subalpine 
Warbler  Sylvia  cant  Mans  were  received,  from 
Portland  Bill  (Dorset)  north  to  Fair  Isle. 


Notable  among  the  many,  mainly  expected, 
rarer  species  which  were  seen  in  small 
numbers  were  a Black-eared  Wheatear 
Oenanthe  hispanica  in  Wexford  on  7th,  a 
Barred  Warbler  S',  nisoria  at  Landguard 
(Suffolk)  on  30th  and  a Red-breasted  Fly- 
catcher Ficedula  parva  at  St  Abbs  Head 
(Borders)  on  25th,  the  last  two  being  ‘reverse 
migrant’  autumnal  species. 

The  second  Nearclic  passerine  reported 
this  spring  was  a Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
Xanthocephalus  xanthocephalus , observed  in 
Shetland  on  12th  and  13th. 
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213.  Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus, 
Dorset,  May  1987  ( P . R.  Boardman ) 

Birds  of  prey 

There  was  a further  influx  of  Black  Kites 
Milvus  migrans  this  month,  with  16  sightings 
reported.  Seven  of  these  were  between  3rd 
and  20th  in  northwest  Norfolk  and  could  be 
of  the  same  individual.  Similarly,  records 
from  Dungeness  (Kent)  on  2nd  and  Beachy 
Head  on  4th  could  have  been  linked,  as  could 
three  sightings  from  Stanpit  and  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  Remaining  reports  came  from  the 
Isles  of  Scilly  on  26th,  Burnaston  (Derby- 
shire) also  on  26th,  Histon  (Cambridgeshire) 
on  28th  and  C.lee  Hill  (Shropshire)  on  31st. 
I he  increasing  frequency  of  occurrences 
suggests  perhaps  a further  westward  expan- 


sion of  this  species’  range  in  Europe.  Its  more 
attractive  relative,  the  Red  Kite  \/.  milvus, 
also  showed  some  movement  away  from  its 
breeding  range,  with  records  from  Christ- 
church (Dorset)  on  15th  and  Bardsev  on 
21st.  Eight  records  of  Marsh  Harrier  Circus 
aeruginosus  were  exceptional  for  Ireland 
during  April  and  May.  and  others  were  noted 
at  Slapton  (Devon)  on  4th,  St  Davids 
(Dyfed)  on  17th,  Tring  Reservoirs  (Hert- 
fordshire) on  19th.  Bardsey  on  25th  and  18 
along  the  east  coast  of  Britain.  A good 
number  of  Montagu’s  Harriers  C.  pygargus 
were  also  reported,  with  16  sightings  in  the 
southern  half  of  Britain  from  2nd  to  25th. 
The  2(1  Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus  seen  away 
from  their  Scottish  breeding  areas,  mainly  in 
England,  were  probably  displaced  Scandi- 
navian birds,  but  some  may  have  stayed,  like 
the  original  recolonisers.  Ihe  six  Red- 
footed Falcons  Falco  vespertinus  which 
excited  observers  in  England  (plate  213) 
probably  found  conditions  less  to  their  liking 
on  the  Continent,  where  temperatures  were 
also  below  normal. 

Seabirds  and  waterfowl 

The  annual  flypast  of  Pomarine  Skuas 
Stercorarius pomarinus  (plate  2 1 4)  at  Balranald, 
North  Cist  (Western  Isles),  took  place 
between  10th  and  19th,  with  936  being 
recorded;  most  passed  through  on  17th 
when,  in  a nine-hour  watch.  668  were 
counted,  including  one  flock  of  80.  The 


214.  P omarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus,  Merseyside.  May  1987  (Steve  Voting) 
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numbers  of  accompanying  Long-tailed 
Skuas  S.  longicaudus  on  the  same  watches 
were  105,  with  77  on  17th,  and  40  the  maxi- 
mum flock  size.  Only  seven  Pomarine  Skuas 
were  seen  ofTWestern  Ireland,  those  being  on 
16th,  and,  in  the  English  Channel,  51  at 
Beachy  Head  on  10th  and  22  at  Dungeness 
on  17th  were  the  largest  counts. 

A pair  of  splendid  adult  Slender-billed 
Gulls  Larus  genei  which  stayed  in  the  Cley- 
Blakeney  (Norfolk)  area  from  12th  to  16th 
(plate  215)  attracted  hordes  of  watchers, 
being  the  first  occurrence  for  16  years.  A very 
striking  adult-plumaged  Franklin's  Gull  L. 
pipixcan,  stayed  at  Northwich  (Cheshire) 
from  1 1th  to  15th,  then  moved  to  Rostherne 
Mere  (Cheshire)  for  16th  and  17th.  Five 
Ring-billed  Gulls  L.  delawarensis  were 
located  during  the  month,  as  were  fixe 
unseasonal  Iceland  Gulls  L.  glaucoides  and 
eight  Glaucous  Gulls  L.  Iiyperboreus.  A rare 
spring  Sabine’s  Gull  L.  sabini  was  seen  at 
Cromer  (Norfolk)  on  20th.  In  contrast  to  last 
month’s  report  of  large  numbers  of  Little 
Gulls  L.  minutus  on  this  side  of  the  Irish  Sea, 
there  were  no  Irish  reports  of  that  species  this 
spring.  The  Cornish  Gull-billed  Tern  Gelo- 
chelidon  nilotica  continued  to  be  elusive,  being 


seen  at  Penzance  on  2nd  and  at  Hayle  on 
22nd.  Two  further  Whiskered  Terns 
Chlidonias  hybridus  w'ere  found,  at  Tacumshin 
(Co.  Wexfbrd)  on  2nd  and  at  Kingsbury 
Water  Park  (Warwickshire)  on  18th,  with 
two  beautiful  White-winged  Black  Terns 
C.  leucoplerus,  at  Hickling  (Norfolk)  on  10th 
and  at  Meikle  Loch  (Grampian)  on  24th  to 
26th.  Caspian  Terns  Sterna  caspia  stayed  at 
Minsmere  (Suffolk)  from  8th  to  1 1th  and  at 
Hickling  on  24th  and  25th.  Six  Roseate 
Terns  S.  dnugallii  were  a rare  find  at  Dawlish 
(Devon)  on  17th,  with  others  calling  in  at 
Stanpit  on  1st,  Lodmoor  (Dorset)  on  15th 
and  Walney  (Cumbria)  on  19th.  A notable 
inland  movement  ol  Arctic  Terns  S.  para- 
disaea  was  noted  on  5th,  with  70  near  Newark 
(Nottinghamshire)  and  65  at  Hardley  Flood 
(Norfolk) . The  cold  weather  kept  some  Little 


Auks  Alle  alle  back  in  the  North  Sea,  with 
nine  being  seen  at  Spurn  between  22nd  and 
24th,  and  also  in  the  Irish  Sea,  with  two 
reported  from  Bardsey  on  3rd.  A further 
Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle  at  Prawle 
Point  was  also  out  of  place  on  4th,  and  an 
early  Sooty  Shearwater  Pujfinus  griseus  was 
sighted  off  South  Uist  (Western  Isles)  on 
26th.  A White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii 


215.  Slender-billed  Gulls  Larus  genei,  Norfolk,  May  1987  (Steve  Young) 
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was  still  present  in  Orkney  on  16th  and  the 
Black-throated  Diver  G.  arctica , in  immacu- 
late summer  plumage,  at  Wraysbury 
(Buckinghamshire)  (plate  216)  could  still  be 
sttn  oil  9th.  Other  long-staying  waterfowl 
were  King  Eiders  Somateria  spectabilis  on  the 
V than  Estuary  (Grampian)  and  in  Shetland, 
two  Surf  Scoters  Melanitta  perspicillata  on 
Eoch  Erne  (Go.  Fermanagh)  on  28th,  and  33 
Barnacle  Geese  Branta  leucopsis  at  Peterhead 
(Grampian)  on  5th.  A Red-necked  Grebe 
Podiceps  grisegena  was  at  Abberton  Reservoir 
(Essex)  during  the  month,  and  Ireland’s  first 
Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  was 
found  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake  (Go.  Wexford) 
liom  24th  to  31st,  this  latter  bird  probably 
coming  from  the  east,  having  wintered  in 
Europe.  Other  American  species  seen  during 
May  included  six  American  Wigeons  Anas 
americana  and  four  Ring-necked  Ducks 
Ay  thy  a collaris. 


Wading  birds 

1 he  influx  ol  southern  species  noted  last 
month  continued  into  May.  A further  20 
Night  Herons  Nycticorax  nycticorax  were 
reported,  from  Ghichester  (West  Sussex) 
north  to  Barra  (Western  Isles),  in  addition  to 
the  nine  localities  listed  in  April.  A Little 
Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  remained  in  the 


Isles  ol  Scilly,  where  it  was  seen  on  St  Mary’s 
on  2nd  and  on  I resco  on  28th.  Another 
stayed  at  C.hichester  Gravel-pits  from  10th  to 
14th.  Further  Little  Egrets  Egretta  garzetla 
were  seen  at  Carrickfergus  (Go.  Antrim)  on 
12th,  Pilling  (Lancashire)  on  26th  and  at 
Pagham  (West  Sussex)  on  29th.  The  11 
reports  of  Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  from 
.April  were  followed  by  a further  eight  from 
the  southern  half  of  England  and  Ireland, 
four  Spoonbills  Plalalea  leucorodia  were 
present  at  Titchwell  (Norfolk)  by  31st,  with 
singles  elsewhere,  in  East  Anglia,  Leighton 
Moss  (Lancashire)  and  the  Gotswold  Water 
I aik  (Wiltshire).  A Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis 
falcinellus  was  seen  flying  over  Willen  Lake 


216.  Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica.  Buckinghamshire.  May  1987  (Andrew  V.  Moon) 
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(Buckinghamshire)  on  29th  and  a White 
Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  flew  south  at  Spurn  on 
i 1 th.  Pairs  of  Cranes  Grusgrus  were  found  on 
the  Insh  Marshes  (Highland)  on  3rd  and  9th, 
at  Wrentham  (Suffolk)  on  6th,  and  in  the 
Borders,  with  singles  reported  in  North 
Norfolk  on  16th  and  17th.  After  the  influx  of 
Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus  himantopus 
during  April,  eight  were  reported  still  in 
Ireland  until  May  19th.  The  first  record  of 
this  species  in  Guernsey  occurred  on  2nd; 
thereafter,  five  pairs  were  recorded  in 
England  and  one  pair  that  arrived  at  Holme 
(Norfolk)  on  17th  subsequently  bred  and 
successfully  hatched  three  chicks.  The  pre- 
vious breeding  record  was  at  Nottingham 
Sewage-farm  in  1945.  The  early  drying-out  of 
their  normal  breeding  habitat  in  the  south  of 
Europe  is  the  usual  cause  of  a northward 
extension  of  their  range,  and  will  probably 
not  be  repeated  next  year.  Another  southern 
species,  the  Kentish  Plover  Charadrius 
alexandrinus , was  seen  in  good  numbers,  with 
12  reports  from  the  south  and  east  coasts 
of  Britain.  The  adverse  winds  disrupted  the 
migration  of  some  northern  breeding  birds, 
the  smallest  being  the  most  affected.  There 
were  about  60  reports  of  Temminck’s  Stint 
Calidris  temminckii  from  England  across  to 
Ireland  (plate  221),  with  eight  at  Cley  on 
1 7th.  In  contrast.  Little  Stints  C.  minuta  were 
scarcer,  and  there  were  about  16  reports  of 
Curlew  Sandpiper  C.  Jerruginea  and  eight  of 
the  much  rarer  Broad-billed  Sandpiper 
Limicola  Jalcinellus.  Wood  Sandpipers  Tringa 
glareola  were  also  displaced  westward,  and 
eight  were  reported  from  Ireland. 

The  numbers  of  Dotterels  Charadrius 
morinellus  continued  high  after  the  late  April 
influx,  with  65  being  found  at  Swinefleet 
(Humberside)  on  6th  and  32  at  Pendle  Hill 
(Lancashire). 

There  was  a good  scattering  of  Nearctic 
waders,  with  two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa 
flavipes,  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limno- 
dromus  scolopaceus  and  a Wilson’s  Phalarope 
Phalaropus  tricolor  in  Ireland,  another  of  the 
latter  species  at  Cley  between  9th  and  12th, 
two  Pectoral  Sandpipers  Calidris  melanotos 
in  the  English  Midlands,  a Spotted  Sand- 
piper Actitis  macularia  at  Upper  Tamar  Lake 
(Cornwall/Devon)  on  10th  and  records  of 
American  Golden  Plovers  Pluvialis  dominica 
from  Jersey  on  6th  and  at  Dungeness  on  8th 
to  15th  and  again  on  27th.  Notable  displaced 
commoner  species  were  two  Little  Ringed 
Plovers  Charadrius  dubius  in  Ireland  and 
Stone-curlews  Burhinus  oedicnemus  at  Cley 
and  on  Bardsey  on  2nd. 


Recent  reports 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena  Fen 
Drayton  (Cambridgeshire),  through  July  to 
at  least  8th  August. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 
Flamborough  (Humberside),  2nd  and  8th 
August. 

Great  Shearwater  Pujfinus  grains  St  Ives 
(Cornwall),  3 1st  July. 

Night  Heron  Nvcticorax  nyclicorax  Ouse 
Washes  (Norfolk),  3rd  August;  Thatcham 
(Berkshire),  6th  August. 

Little  Egret  Egretta gargetla  Stanpit  (Dorset), 
26th  July;  Minsmere/Benacre  (Suffolk),  still 
late  July;  Cuckmere  Haven  (East  Sussex), 
late  July  to  at  least  8 th  August;  River  Yealm 
(Devon),  late  July  to  at  least  8th  August, 
when  two  present. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  Welney 
(Norfolk),  to  at  least  8th  August. 

Surf  Scoter  Melanilla  perspicillata  Gullane 
(Lothian),  4th  August. 

Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus  Clapham 
Common  (Surrey),  3 1st  July. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus  male, 
Blacktoft  (Humberside),  from  July  to  at  least 
6th  August;  Abberton  Reservoir  (Essex), 
early  August  to  at  least  8th. 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
Holme  (Norfolk),  pair  plus  two  young  still  in 
area  8th  August. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris fuscicollis 
Belfast  (Co.  Down),  7th  August. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  C.  melanotos  Pelt  Level 
(East  Sussex),  28th July. 

Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis  Cley 
(Norfolk),  at  least  24th  July  to  2nd  August; 
near  Boston  (Lincolnshire),  8th  August. 
Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 
Snettisham  (Norfolk),  at  least  27th  July  to 
4th  August;  Ely  Beet  Factory  (Cambridge- 
shire), 2nd  August. 

Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 
Blithfield  Reservoir  (Staffordshire),  27th 
July;  three,  Filey  (North  Yorkshire),  5th 
August;  Upton  Warren  (Hereford  & Wor- 
cester), 8th  August. 

Ring-billed  Gull  L arus  delawarensis  adult, 
Belfast,  throughout  July;  first-summer, 
Havle  (Cornwall),  all  July  into  August. 
Herring  Gull  L.  argentatus  michahellis  build 
up  to  50  of  this  Yellow-legged  race.  East 
Tilbury  (Essex),  late  July. 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Guisborough 
(Cleveland),  26th-27th  July. 

Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina  M ins- 
mere  (Suffolk),  30th  July. 

Melodious  Warbler  //.  pohglotta  Portland 
(Dorset),  7th  August. 


Monthly  reports 
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217  & 218.  Rcd-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo 
daurica , Lincolnshire,  May  1987 
( Graham  P.  Galley ) 

219  & 220.  Whiskered  Fern  Chlidonias 
hybridus,  Lincolnshire,  June  1987 
(Keith  Atkin) 


221.  1 emminck's  Stint  Calidris  temminckii,  Norfolk.  May  1987  (Martin  S.  Gamer) 


Monthly  marathon 

The  second  photograph  in  the  current  series 
(plate  146  in  the  June  issue)  was  identified  by 
contestants  as: 

Didric  Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx  caprius  (75%) 

Three- toed  Woodpecker  Picoides  tridactylus  (8%) 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  Sphyrapicus  varius  (6%) 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius  (3%) 

with  a few  entrants  naming  it  as  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  minor,  Cyprus 
Warbler  Sylvia  melanolhorax.  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca.  Black-headed  Bush  Shrike 
Tchagra  senegala.  Yellow-throated  Warbler  Dendroica  dominica  or  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  D. 
corona  ta. 

The  correct  answer  was  indeed  Didric  Cuckoo,  this  male  having  been 
photographed  in  Kenya  in  December  1981  by  Dr  Peter  Gasson. 

A total  of  98  contestants  correctly  identified  both  of  the  first  two 
photographs.  The  third  and  fourth  photographs  were  in  the  July  and 
August  issues  (plates  164  and  194).  The  fifth  in  this  second  competition 
appears  below'.  The  winning  contestant  will  be  able  to  choose  a SUNBIRD 
holiday  from  among  a selection  of  tours  to  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America. 


Sponsored  by 


222.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  5.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly- 
Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MKttSNj,  to  arrive  by  15th  October  1987 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 


HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Ladv  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB303) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all  birding 
areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland.  Tea/cofTee 
facilities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner.  Also  self-catering 
cottage.  Telephone  Dereham  (0362)  820665. 

(BB223) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four  acres 
overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in  16thC 
cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6.  Dogs 
welcome.  For  coloured  brochure  ring  Stoke 
Fleming  770295.  (BB222) 

CRASTER,  NORTHUMBERLAND,  on  the 

Heritage  Coastline.  The  Cottage  Inn  set  in  small 
hamlet.  Family  run.  Cosy  bar  and  restaurant. 
Ideal  for  walking,  birdwatching  and  touring  our 
many  castles.  B&B  £1 1.00.  For  brochure  tel:  066 
576  658.  (BB221) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lvndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB911) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton. 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

EXMOOR.  Combe  Park  Country  House  Hotel. 
Former  17th  century  hunting  lodge  in  National 
Trust  valley,  above  Waters  Meet.  Comfortable 
accommodation.  Excellent  food.  Ideal  walks, 
birdwatching.  Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  tel: 
0598  52356.  (BB249) 


SOUTH  DORSET 
ISLE  OF  PURBECK 

Wide  range  of  birds  — Seabirds,  Migrants,  Waders 
and  some  Rarities — and  much  more — in  Wareham 
Forest.  Arne  RSPB,  Poole  Harbour.  Brownsea 
Island,  Studland  Bay,  Studland  Nature  Reserve, 
Purbeck  Coast  and  Durlston  Country  Park.  (With 
or  without  a little  (or  more)  local  expertise.) 
Heritage  Coast. 

This  Hotel — 21  rooms  en  suite,  tea  and  coffee 
facilities,  radio  and  intercom,  colour  TV.  Other 
rooms  without  bathroom. 

400  m from  Swanage  centre  but  quiet,  elevated, 
with  splendid  views  of  the  Purbecks  and  Isle  of 
Wight.  Own  Inn,  non-residents  restaurant,  games 
room,  large  (2600  sq  ft)  conference/function/dance 
suite. 

DURLSTON  COURT  HOTEL 
Park  Road,  Swanage,  Dorset  BH 19  2AE 
Tel:  0929  422430/424557 

(BB161) 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne 
Reserve  and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchcster  Farm,  Belford,  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB206) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB266) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB146) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coflee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms,  Sylvia  Strong.  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB250) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Dailv  or  weekly  rates.  Tel: 
Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reservations. 

(BB149) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM  from 
£35.  Two  davs.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birder  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars.  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hun- 
stanton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Saliv  Port.  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available  Tel:  0720  22687.  ( BB2 1 2', 
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CORNISH  COAST — Delabole.  Bungalows, 
sleep  4-6,  colour  TV,  secluded  grounds, 
panoramic  views  over  Allen  Valley  to  Bodmin 
Moor.  Magnificent  clifTs,  sandy  beaches.  Near 
Camel  Estuary.  No  dogs.  Snowden,  8 Warren 
Road,  lekenham,  Middlesex.  Tel:  Uxbridge 
(0895)  34144.  (BB280) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private  bath 
room,  radio,  TV,  tea/cofFee  making  facilities  in  a 
delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magnificent 
views  ofSkiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley.  Very  close 
Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £73.50  per  person.  (7  nights 
£150.)  Please  write  or  phone  for  brochure. 
Thwaite  Hovre  Hotel,  Thornthwaite,  Keswick, 
Cumbria.  Tel:  059  682  281.  (BB2I0) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  ol 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  ’ (BB169) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well 
equipped.  Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Bclford, 
Northumberland.  Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  64-2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB287) 

NORTH  NORFOLK  COAST.  Mundesley. 
Overdid'  Lodge.  Centrally  heated,  comfortable, 
good  food.  £13  BB&D.  Tel:  0263  720016. 

(BB289) 

STITHIANS,  CORNWALL.  2 Bedroom 
cottage,  edge  of  village,  available  September- 
November.  Reservoir  5 minute  driv  e.  Central  for 
Porthgwarra,  St  Ives,  Havle,  Camel  and  fal 
estuaries.  Tel:  Falmouth  (0326)  73437.  (BB296) 

CLEY  5 MILES.  Lawns  Hotel,  Holt.  2 day 
bargain  breaks.  B&B  and  4 course  dinner.  £34 
per  person.  Tel:  0263  713390.  (BB300) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 4-  cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  Linen  provided,  U/2  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70  p.w.  Brochure  0736  87  242.  (BB301 ) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas.  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warling- 
ham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham 
(088-32)  2013.  (BB302) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB143) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY—  Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  atid  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB915) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage. 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  HOLT.  Cosy  town- 
centre  cottage.  Sleeps  2/4.  Centrally  heated 
family  house.  Sleeps  4/6  plus  cot.  Both  have  TV 
and  telephone.  Mrs  Balch.  Tel:  0442  53437. 

(BB865)* 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crov.den, 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

EXMOOR  AREA.  S/C  flat,  sleeps  6.  Secluded, 
peaceful,  inexpensive.  Details:  Tel:  076  94  214. 

(BB155) 

KEYHAVEN.  NEW  FOREST.  Holiday 
Cottage.  Sleeps  5.  Sea  Vievrs.  Fabulous  Bird- 
watching.  (104  varieties  seen)!  Tel:  0727 
37473.  ‘ (BB231) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  ( BB236) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  owm  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  Wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales 
and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  C.H.  15  bedrooms 
inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/coffee,  colour 
T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser  Presses  etc., 
Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B.  Three 
Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.bb.  Charming  self 
catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply  the  Green 
Man  Inn  Fownhope,  Hereford.  Tel:  (0432  77) 
243.  (BB264) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  fire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  4-  B from  £4.50,  B4-B  from  £6.50. 
Bird  new's.  Liz  Harris,  Cley  (0263)  740243. 

(BB251) 

SCOTLAND 

JENNY’S  BOTHY,  ideal  families  or  groups. 
SAE:  Dellachuper,  C.orgarff,  Aberdeenshire  AB3 
8YP.  (BB260) 
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COMFORTABLE  FAMILY  HOTEL  with 
very  reasonable  prices.  Argyle  House,  St 
Andrews.  Tel:  (0334)  73387.  (BB'244) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PAG  I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  I orosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage  to 
let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  421.  (BB140) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private  bath- 
rooms, col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col.  brochure/ 
tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on  selected 
dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by 
Garve.  Rosshire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB276) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  The  Pines  Guest  House,  Carr- 
bridge, offers  you  a peaceful  holiday  set  in  the 
beautiful  countryside  of  the  Cairngorms.  Ideal 
for  touring,  excellent  scenery,  golf,  fishing, 
birdwatching,  pony  trekking,  hill  walking.  Open 
all  year.  Spacious  heated  bed  rooms,  home 
cooking,  own  lounge,  pets  welcome.  Tel:  Lynn 

Benge,  047  984  220.  (BB245) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A charming  traditional 
country  house  set  in  its  own  35  acres  of  woodlands 
and  gardens.  Magnificent  views  over  the  Sound 
of  Mull  towards  Ardnamurchan.  Offering  the 
very  best  of  comfort,  cuisine  and  service.  Hill 
walking/birdwatching,  fishing  and  golf. 
Licensed.  For  brochure  contact  Ian  & Jennifer 
McLean,  Linndhu  House,  Tobermorv.  Tel:  0688 
2425.  (BB247) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
Norman  or  Elaine  Osborne,  Lochside  Hotel. 
Bov,  more.  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7I.B.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265.  ( BB 1 68) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  SPA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 


‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes.  SAE  please:  Tourist 
Association,  Boat  of  Garten.  Inverness.  (BB903) 

KIRKLANDS  HOTEL,  Ruthv.ell,  Dumfries.  6 
miles  Gaerlaverock.  Comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. Open  all  year.  Tel:  038  787  284.  ( BB882) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxurv 
caravan.  Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site. 
£ 1 25. (X)  per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278. 

(BB233) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larrv  Taulbut. 
The  Old  Manse  Flotel,  Carrbridge.  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 

WALES 

HEART  OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird 
reserves,  stamp  for  brochure.  Lower-Gwrstvdd. 
Newtown.  Powys  SYI6  SAY.  (BB271) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby.  Tel: 
064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite,  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 

BRECON  BEACONS  NATIONAL  PARK. 

Llanthony  Valley  a haven  for  artists.  Ornitholo- 
gists, bookworms,  and  walkers.  We  hav  e a lovely- 
old  cottage  which  we  let.  Why  not  enjoy  the  v alley 
from  our  base!  (Wales  Tourist  Board  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Self-Catering)  Sleep  6.  £ 1 60  to  £285 
per  week.  Tel:  0633  244293  ( l ues  to  Fri  i. 

(BB189) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuarv . 7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tors. Open  all  vear.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

TINTERN — excellent  accommodation  and  a 
warm  welcome  at  a small  400  year  old  guest 
house.  Judith  Russill.  Wye  Barn.  The  Quay. 
Tintern.  nr  Chepstow.  029  18456.  (BB274) 

TREGARON — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country . Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter.  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron.  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB214) 
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ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
’Highground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bav,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB235) 

WEST  WALES  near  Aberaeron.  Award  win- 
ning farm  offers  a haven  of  peace  for  birds  and 
guests  alike.  Gourmet  food.  Licensed.  Mrs 
Goddard,  Bikerehvd  Farm,  Pennant,  Llanon, 
Dvfed  SY23  5PB.  Tel:  097  46  365.  (BB142) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe. 
Home  cooking.  B&B.  £7.  Em,  £3.50.  Tel:  Mrs 
Knight,  097  44  637.  (BB242) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap.  Tel: 
0233  28547.  (BB277) 


AUSTRALIA 

Queensland,  spend  a few  days 
birdwatching  at  Cassowary  House, 
in  the  rainforest  nr.  Cairns. 

Good  accommodation  and  guiding. 

John  Squire,  Box  252,  Kuranda  4872, 
Australia,  or  brochure  only. 

c/o  Hayescroft,  Grants  Lane, 
Wincanton  BA9  9LY. 

(BB193) 


CAMARGUE,  S.  France.  To  let  village  hse  w. 
gdn.  Also  ex-farm  cottage.  Rogers,  Mas 
d’Auphan,  LeSambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90  98  90  41.  (BB268) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400  +.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R 1 H2  Canada.  (BB237) 

VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  plan- 
ning to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get 
where  the  birds  are!  Join  us  on  a days  cruise  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now!  Full 
details  Osvris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  I 10, 
Gibraltar  (Tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 


WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 

WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  SAFARIS. 

Kenya:  18  December  and  1 January,  2 weeks 
tented,  £985,  exploring  Masai  Mara,  Amboseli 
and  Rift  Valley  Lakes.  India:  12  March,  3 weeks, 
hotel/lodges,  £1,595  visiting  Corbett  NP, 
Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve,  Bharatpur  Bird 
Sanctuary.  Optional  Kashmir  week  Lake  Nagin 
de-luxe  houseboat,  £375.  Adventure  Agency, 
The  Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672 
20569.  (BB252) 

BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 

BIRDWATCHING  BREAKS  IN  KENT. 

Mini-breaks  and  w/ends.  Explore  Kent’s  varied 
habitats  with  an  experienced  birdwatcher,  3 star 
hotel.  Full  board.  Transport  provided.  Details: 
0227  751753  (24  hrs),  Mark  Finn,  4 Highview 
Close,  Boughton,  Faversham,  Kent  ME13 
9TF.  (BB246) 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgable 
Tuition.  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in 
comfortable  surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells, 
Norfolk  NR23  1 DH.  Fakenham  710556.  (BB270) 

GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

Winter  weekend  breaks  in  the  best 
birdwatching  areas  in  SW  Scotland: 
thousands  of  Geese, 

Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle, 
Peregrine,  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 
Brochure/reservations: 

Hawker,  Windywalls, 

Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 
Tel:  05574  249  (BB293) 

BOURNEMOUTH  FAMILY  HOTEL  offers 
birdwatching  weekends  £35  p.p.  BB  & EM. 
Villa  Park  Hotel.  5 Spencer  Road.  Tel:  (0202) 
24528.  (BB295) 

Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064(BB298) 
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SPAIN 

Mancha  & Central  Sierras 
Dohana  & South-West 
Pyrenees  & Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sand  grouse,  white-headed 
duck,  galinule,  eagle  owl,  black  stork, 
with  many  ducks,  waders  and  pas- 
serines on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Duponts 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  W'ood- 
pecker  on  new  Pyrenees  l our.  I 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB253)  | 

MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGHTON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Peregrine 
causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all  near. 
Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o-Sands, 
Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB8I ) 

MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  oilers  a relaxing  wildlife  holiday 
for  all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island's  mag- 
nificent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies, 
migrant  birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating 
island  life.  For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Liz 
Riddiford  (C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair- 
Isle,  Shetland,  or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB927) 

AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatch- 
ing. Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All 
outings  asrranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget. 
Pitta  Guiding.  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QLD 
4872.  (BB284) 

UNINHABITED  ISLANDS.  Live  for  a lew 
Autumn/Spring  days  on  a little  uninhabited 
offshore  island  near  Mull.  Cosy  house,  lovely 
food,  like-minded  company  . Free  inclusive  daily 
boat  explorations  to  nearby  islands  like 
Garvellach  (SSSI).  I.unga  (whirpool).  Belnahua 
(Ghost  Village).  Otters,  deer,  seals,  migrant 
birds,  in  magnificent  locations.  Details, 
Josephine  Gannon  (B).  Easdale  Island,  Oban 
PA 34  IRF.  Tel:  08523  472.  (BB292) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS.  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB. 
YVWNTC,  7 Market  Street.  Haverfordwest. 

1 Dy  fed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB114) 


PERSONAL 

THE  HAWK  TRUST  cares  about  all  birds  of 
prey.  W hy  not  help  us  with  our  conservation 
projects?  For  information,  contact  the  Member- 
ship Secretary  (MW),  The  Hawk  Trust,  68 
Outwoods  Road.  Loughborough  LEI  1 3LV. Tel: 
Loughborough  215598.  (BB261) 

BIRD  REPORTS 

CAITHNESS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  — JL'2.  in 

inclusive  P&P  from  E.  Maughan,  'Burnside'. 
Harlxwr  Road,  Rcay.  Thurso.  Caithness  KWI4 
7RG.  (BB297) 

NEW!  ISLE  OF  WIGHT.  Ornithological 
Group  Bird  Report  1986.  £2.50  post  free  from  I) 
,J.  Hunnybun.  40  Churchill  Road.  Cowes.  lo\V. 
Tel:  0983  292880.  (BB299) 

‘SUFFOLK  BIRDS  1985’  inc.  systematic  list, 
colour  photographs,  Landguard  report,  ringing 
report,  rarity  descriptions.  £3  post  paid  from  The 
Suffolk  Naturalists'  Society,  The  Museum,  High 
Street.  Ipswich  IP1  3QH.  (BB243 

LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  1985 

Special  issue  on  50  years  of  London 
Birdwatching.  Produced  by  the  London 
Natural  History-  Society.  Report  £3.50  post 
paid  from  Mrs.  A.  B.  Short.  Upper  Flat,  65 
Arthur  Road,  Wimbledon  SWI9  7DN. 
(BB2I9) 

GWENT  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  More  on 
Hobbies.  £2.75  inc.  p&p  from  Brian  Gregory. 
Monmouth  School.  Monmouth,  Gwent  NP5 
3XP.  (BB267) 

~BOOKS 


HENRY SOTHERAN  LTD.  ICBP.  RSPB 

Ijondon  V leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Diamond  et.  al.:  Save  the  Birds.  £ 1 7.30. 
Bardarson:  Birds  of  Iceland.  £45. (HI 
Prater  et  al.:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Kent.  Surrey 
and  Sussex.  PB  £9.95. 

Clews  et  al.:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire. 
Berkshire.  Buckinghamshire.  Hertfordshire 
and  Oxfordshire.  PB  £9.95. 

ICBP,  B I O.  BOC  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 

Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3, 4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP. 
01-734  1 150. Just  offPiccadillv  Mon-Fri  9.00-5  30. 

(BB283) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books.  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall. 
Tarporlev.  Cheshire  CW6 ON  J.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

I BB153) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
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The  original 

BIRDWATCHERS 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 
Cambridge  CB2  6SZ 


(BB226) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 

natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 

bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 

Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB1 13) 
»« 


FOR  SALE 

• 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six 

volumes.  Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB230) 


SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  history  and  country  life/sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby 
Ravensworth,  Penrith,  Cumbria  C.A10  3JP.  Tel: 
09315-282.  (BB288) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— tor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB290) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells, 
Norfolk.  (BB291) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB190) 


ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue(  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3 
Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  1 (BB 121) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc.) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB156) 

BIRDS  ON  GLASS.  Your  favourite  bird,  or 
indeed  any  subject!  Superbly  hand-engraved  on 
glass.  Ideal  gifts  for  Christmas,  Birthdays, 
Weddings  etc.  100%  satisfaction  — or  your 
money  back.  Free  details:  Ferndale  Fine  Art 
(Dept  B),  8 Welcome  Cottages,  Slines  Oak  Road, 
Woldingham,  Surrey  CR3  7EB.  (BB294) 

COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  Leaflet 
and  sample:  P & G Taylor,  PO  Box  87, 
Maidstone,  Kent  ME  15  8LY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB248) 

FOCALPOINT  deal  with  birdwatchers  who 
understand  your  requirements.  All  the  leading 
instruments  from  stock — at  discount  prices.  We 
are  Nikon  and  Kowa  specialists!  Tony  and  Enid 
Murphy,  Focalpoint,  14Cogshall  Lane, Comber- 
bach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS.  Tel:  0606 
891  098.  (BB778) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  from 
Kay  Optical  Servicing.  Service  to  the  naturalist 
for  over  24  years.  Repairs  to  all  types  of  instru- 
ments carried  out  on  the  premises.  Estimates 
free.  Callers  welcome.  89B  London  Roadt, 
Mordern,  Surrey.  Telephone:  01-648  8822  (24 
hour).  fThe  A24.  We  are  opposite  the  Midland 
Bank.  (BB776) 


CARE  FOR  OUR  DISABLED 

RAFA  WINGS  APPEAL 


DURING 

SEPTEMBER 


DONATIONS  PLEASE  TO:  ROYAL  AIR  FORCES 
ASSN.,  APPEALS  DEPT  (SD),  PORTLAND  RD„ 
MALVERN,  WORCS  WR14  2TA 

(BB286) 
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OPTOLYTH 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


(D182) 
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Volume  80  Number  9 September  1987 

40 1 Which  field  guide?  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  the  Rarities  Committee 

404  Pomarine  Skuas  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  autumn  1985 

Dr  A.  D.  Fox  and  S.J.  Aspinall 

42 1 Rarities  Committee  news  and  announcements  P.  G.  Lansdown  and 
the  Rarities  Committee 
Notes 

424  Reactions  of  sea-ducks  to  windsurfers  M.W.  Fraser 

424  Prey-capture  techniques  of  Peregrine  N.  E.  Baker 

425  Freezing  postures  adopted  by  Snipe  and  Common  Sandpiper  in  presence  of  hunting 
Sparrowhawk  T.  W.  Dougall,  W.  A.  Mattingley,J.  A.  Mattingley  and  D.  R.  Stewart 

426  Wood  Sandpiper’s  reactions  to  passing  raptors  W.  Neill 

426  Identification  ofjuvenile  Pomarine  Skua  A.  Broome 

427  Mallard  duck  and  ducklings  ‘freezing’  when  approached  Elspeth  Bartlett 

428  Seventy-five  years  ago 

428  Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  Dr  R.J.  Chandler, 
Eric  Hosking,  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Don  Smith 

Announcements 

438  ‘Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan.  Compact  edition’ 

438  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

439  BWP  vols.  I-V 

440  The  ‘British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection 
440  Binding  your ‘BB’ 

440  Visit  Thailand  in  March  1988 

441  ‘BB’-Sunbird  trip  to  Cyprus,  April  1987 

442  ‘BB’-Sunbird  tours  to  Morocco  and  Canada 

443  New  sponsor  for  BIY 

443  Sorry  Sweden  Erika  Sharrock 

Reviews 

443  ‘Tracks  and  Signs  of  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe:  an  identification  guide’  by  Roy 
Brown,  John  Ferguson,  Michael  Lawrence  and  David  Lees  Peter  Holden 

444  ‘The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland’  compiled  by  Peter  Lack 
Chandler  S.  Robbins 

447  ‘A  Directory  of  Neotropical  Wetlands’  compiled  by  Derek  A.  Scott  and  Monserrat 
Carbonell  David  Fisher 

447  ‘Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America’  2nd  edn.  National  Geographic  Society 
David  Fisher 

448  Short  reviews  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

454  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 
457  Monthly  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

464  Monthly  marathon 

Line  drawings:  404  Pomarine  Skuas  {Ian  Lewington);  457  Black  Kite  (D.  Numey );  458 
Black-eared  Wheatear  ( David  Daly):  460  Long-tailed  Skua  (Julian  R.  Haugh)  and  Whiskered 
Fern  ( C . Cibbins);  461  Red-necked  Grebe  (G.  B.  Brown ) and  Night  Heron  (Anthony  Shaun  Disley) 
Front  cover:  Sand  Martins  ( Nicholas  Pike):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month's  cover  design, 
measuring  18.6  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  22  in  January  issue  for 
procedure) 
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The  ‘British  Birds’  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year 
Hudsonian  Godwit:  new  to  the  Western  Palearctic 
Identification  of  Upcher’s  Warbler 
Taxonomic  status  of  ‘Lesser  Golden  Plovers’ 

The  work  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
tes  • News  and  comment  • Monthly  reports  • Monthly  marathon 
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BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

TWO  GOOD  REASONS  TO  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ  BINOCULAR 


in  focus 

Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat 
(24  hour  answer-phone) 


ONE  Purchase  a West  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binocular  from  us  and 
you  will  automatically  be  entered  into  our  Free  Draw.  The 
lucky  winner  being  presented  with  free  of  charge  the  superb 

NIKON  20  x 60  FIELDSCOPE  ED. 

COMPLETE  WITH  CASE 

This  unique  opportunity  to  win  one  of  the  finest  bird  watching 
telescopes  will  be  limited  to  sales  between  1 8 87  & 
31  12.87 


TWO  For  a limited  period  we  can  offer  you  interest  free 
credit  on  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binoculars  Simply  select  the  model  of 
your  choice  pay  one  third  of  the  purchase  price  with  the 
balance  in  two  equal  payments  by  post  dated  cheque  one 
month  apart 

EXAMPLE:  West  Zeiss  7 x 42  BGAT  £41500  Pay  just 
£138.33  with  two  further  post  dated  cheques  tor  the  same 
amount.  Phone,  write  or  visit  for  a quote 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 

176.00 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 

19100 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA 

21500 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA 

355  00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA 

41500 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BT 

Phone 

Dialyt  10x40  BGAT 

Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT 

496  00 

15x60  PorroT 

729.00 

Rainauard 

500 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

1000 

Lanyard 

4.00 

All  West  Zeiss  supplied  with  Case  and 

Lanyard,  except  15x60 

LEITZ 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC 

225  00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA 

235  00 

Trinovid  10x25  BC 

235  00 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA 

24500 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA 

46900 

Trinovid  8 x 40  BA 

469  00 

Trinovid  10x40  BA 

46900 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BAN 

phone 

Case  for  Mini 

12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40 

29  95 

Hard  case  for  10x40 

36  95 

Eye  cups  (set) 

1200 

Rainguards 

800 

Lanyards 

7.50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 

170.00 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

180  00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA 

185  00 

Alpin  7 x 42  BGA 

187  00 

Alpin  10x50  BGA 

205.00 

Uptolyth  22  x 60  BGA 

195  00 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA 

290  00 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA 

32200 

ODtoIvth  TB80  BGA 

287  00 

Optolyth  TBS80  BGA 

297.00 

20  x WA 

88.00 

20  x 

54  00 

30  x 

56  00 

40  x 

57  00 

Case  for  Optolyth  Telescopes  35.00 

except  22  x 60 

15.00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 

44  95 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 

54  95 

Dekarem  10x50 

88  95 

NIKON 

7 x 20  B 

7495 

9x25  B 

7995 

8 x 23  B 

9900 

10  x 25  B 

119.00 

Action  8 x 35 

135.00 

Action  10x50 

165.00 

8 x 30  ZCF 

189  00 

10  x 35  ZCF 

209  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60 

269  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  Ed 

489  00 

Photo  Kit 

157  00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x. 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 

6500 

Filter  Ring 

1425 

Rubber  Hood 

10.25 

Eye  Piece  Case 

695 

KOWA 

TS-2 

133  00 

TS-1 

155  00 

20xWA 

41.00 

27  x WA 

41.00 

TSN-1 

235.00 

TSN-2 

225  00 

TSN-3  Fluorite 

435  00 

TSN-4  Fluorite 

425.00 

20xWA 

69.00 

25  x 

4500 

40  x 

4500 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

99.00 

Case  for  TSN 

1950 

Photo  Kit 

69  00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster 

144  00 

15  x-45  x 

5500 

20  x 60  x 

60  00 

22  x WA 

3500 

Case 

1500 

ADLERBLICK 

8 x 32  B 

119  00 

7 x 42  B 

9900 

8 x 42  B 

117  00 

10  x 42  B 

123.00 

10  x 50  B 

137  00 

Also  av.  in  Rubber  Finish 

Adlerscope  80 

25x80 

349  00 

40  x 

69  95 

20  x-60  x zoom 

86  95 

Photo  Kit 

2395 

We  also  stock  Opthron.  Mirador. 

Habicht,  Swift,  Minolta,  etc 

SLIK 

Slik  Gazelle 

37  95 

Slik  88 

6595 

Slik  Master  D2 

69  95 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

7595 

SL67 

104  95 

MIRADOR 

8 x 42B  110.00 

10  x 42B  11400 

10  x 506  122.00 

Merlin  25  x 60  8900 

Merlin  18  x -40  x 60  11900 

Merlin  30  x 75  10900 

ACCESSORIES 
Hide  Mount  28.00 

Car  Window  Mt  2200 

Universal  Mt  22  00 

Ramguards  from  2 50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for  the 
Worst  British  Weather 
Durham  Jkt  52.95 

BedaleJkt  62  95 

Gamefair  Jkt  7195 

Beaufort  Jkt  75  95 

Border  Jkt  82  95 

Northumbria  Jkt  87  55 

Warm  Linnings  17.45 

Hoods  995 


Please  state  size  with  order  Colour 
Barbour  Catalogue  on  request 
Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with 
Optolyth  Mirador  with  Bushnell  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor 

MAILORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p.&p 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price1 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 

(D245) 
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MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 
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Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see  • 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1 988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945.  (D204) 


ARCTIC  AND  ANTARCTIC 
BIRDWATCHING  SPECIALISTS 


Large  selection  of  destinations  to  Greenland,  Canada,  Siberia,  Svalbard, 
Alaska,  Iceland.  Departures  from  Paris.  Prices  include  air-fare  from 
London  unless  otherwise  specified. 

Our  next  tour:  ANTARCTIC  £3.950  - 19  days  - 2/21  December,  1987. 
All  inclusive  package  from  London  — qualified  lecturers  - 4-berth-cabin. 
Itinerary:  Paris  - Buenos  Aires  - Valdes  Peninsula  - Tierra  del  Fuego  - 
Antarctic  cruise  on  board  the  "Bahia  Paraiso"  - visit  to  7 scientific 
stations. 

Contact:  VOYAGES  NATURE,  55  Avenue  d'Alsace  68000- 
COLMAR,  France.  Tel:  89  23  1 1 23. 

(D238) 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS  £ 

ZEISS  (West) 


10  x 25  B Dialyt 

200 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 

205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt 

370 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901) 

Phone 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt 

(close  focus) 

Phone 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt 

422 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt 

503 

15  x 60  GAT  Porro 

645 

7x50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 

509 

LEITZ 

8x20BC  Trinovid 

225 

8x20  BCA  Trinovid 

249 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid 

249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid 

257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid 

424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 

469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid 

499 

Miniature  soft  case 

15 

BA  soft  case 

36 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM ' Diana' 

289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism  351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin 

170 

8 x 40  Alpin 

180 

10x40  Alpin 

185 

7x42  Alpin 

187 

1 0 x 50  Alpin 

205 

12x50  Alpin 

210 

OPTICRON  £ 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10x42  High  Resolution  114 

10x50  High  Resolution  122 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

8-16x40  Zoom  (New)  393 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  10x40  or  8x40 
(rubber  covered)  1 1 1 

8x21  Roof  prism  55 

JASON 

Discovery  sound  amplifier  and 
earphones  (fits  binocular  tripod 
bush).  49.95 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  105 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  38 

Window  mount  24 


CLOTHING  (waxed  cotton) 

10%  oft  Barbour  and  Beaver 
jackets,  during  the  Summer. 


TELESCOPES  £ 

Optolyth  30x  75  290 

Optolyth  30  x 80  322 

Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  TB80/450  body  297 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Optolyth  15-40x60  235 

Optolyth  22  x 60  195 

Optolyth  22  x 70  250 

KowaTSN-1  body  240 

Kowa  TSN-2  body  225 

Kowa  TSN-3  body  449 

Kowa  TSN-4  body  439 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

Kowa  TS-1  body  160 

Kowa  TS-2  body  140 

Kowa  eyepieces  (TS)  from  30 
TS-6  20-60x60  213 

Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50  92 

Opticron  HR  zoom  179 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  195 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  210 

Piccolo  (e  g 40  x 60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60  x 60  145 

Spacemasterzoom  199 

Spacemaster22xWA  179 

Nikon  20  x 60  ED  489 

Extra  eyepieces  58 

Adlerscope  80mm  body 
(straight  or  45°)(  285 

25  x (W)  eyepiece  64 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  87 


SOME  SPECIAL  OFFERS  (e.g.) 

Habicht  10x40  WM  Diana  binoculars  £289 

Swift  20  x 80  BCF  Observation  binoculars,  with  tripod  fitting  £365 
Zeiss  15x60  GAT  Porro  binoculars  £645 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes'  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
Mon,  Tues,  KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merlon,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

Sat  9 am  to  *The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 

1 1 30  am  ^ (D242) 
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Cygnus  Wildlife 


Holidays  for  birdwatchers  to  destinations  throughout  the  world 

1988  Tours 


Jan-May 


May-Dec 


SRI  LANKA  18  days  £1075 
THAILAND  17  days  £1275 
NORTHERN  INDIA  19  days  £1190 
VENEZUELA  17  days  £1540 
TIGER  SPECIAL  17  days  £1350 
TEXAS  17  days  £1075 
ZIMBABWE  16  days  £1690 
JORDAN  15  days  £895 
CYPRUS  15  days  £650 
NEPAL  24  days  £1490 
CAMARGUE  9 days  £630 
NEUSIEDL  10  days  £660 


SOVIET  ASIA  & SIBERIA  17  days  £1275 
HUNGARY  10  days  £590 
PYRENEES  13  days  Price  NYA 
ARIZONA  15  days  Price  NYA 
KENYA  17  days  £1650 
ARGENTINA  24  days  £2190 
BHUTAN  21  days  £2390 
GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS  & ECUADOR 
20  days  £2490 
GAMBIA  15  days  £950 
ETHIOPIA  17  days  £1250 
FALKLAND  ISLANDS  14  days  £2450 


Every  tour  is  escorted  by  an  experienced  leader  and  we  cater  for  all  levels  of 
expertise.  If  you  would  like  further  information  about  any  of  these  holidays  we 
will  be  delighted  to  receive  your  enquiry  at  the  following  address; 

Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays,  96  Fore  Street,  Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  1PY. 

Telephone  0548  6178  T elex  45772  (D230) 


The  Shell  Guide  to  the 

Birds 

of  Britain  and  Ireland 
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James  Ferguson-Lees 
tan  Willis  J.TR.Sharrock 


The  Shell  Guide  to  the 

Birds 

of  Britain  and  Ireland 

By  James  Ferguson-Lees, 

Ian  Willis,  J T R Sharrock 

Voted  British  Birds  - 
Best  Field  Guide  for  use  in 
Britain  1987 

‘Full  of  accurate  information  with 
several  notable  firsts  for  a field 
guide  . . . highly  recommended.’ 
RSBP  Magazine 


o 
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‘Destined  to  be  a classic’ 

Daily  Mail 

£8.95  0 7181  2220  8 
144  colour  plates  illustrating  over 
1,500  birds  of  488  species. 
Photographic  guide  to  habitats,  and 
258  distribution  and  population 
maps.  336  pages 

MICHAEL  JOSEPH 
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THE  GREAT  NEW 
WAY  TO  PURCHASE 


FOR  THAT  LITTLE 
SOMETHING  EXTRA 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES 


PHONE  US  for  down-to-earth  advice, 
written  quotes  on  leading  instruments,  OR 
simply  ask  for  our  FREE  mail  order  Factsheets 
FIELD  TEST  OUR  RECOMMENDED  LEADING  INSTRUMENTS 
ANYWHERE  IN  CORNWALL 

(If  you  have  a planned  birding  trip  to  Cornwall  we  appreciate 
as  much  notice  as  possible  to  arrange  this  popular  service) 

OUR  PRICES  RIVAL  THE  BEST  - OUR  SERVICE  IS  UNRIVALLED 

Write  to  SCOPES  or  phone  Robin  & Caroline  Mason 

3 Gilberts  Terrace,  Broad  Lane,  (0209)  210060 

lllogan,  Redruth,  Cornwall  ANYTIME! 

"ST  WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


Beautifully 
produced 
family 

for  2-6 
players 


Ornithologically 
accurate  — see  review 
in 'British  Birds' August '87 

ENLARGED  SECOND  EDITION 


The  fun  way 
to  learn  more  about  50 
species  of  British  garden  birds! 


£13-99 

1m  lW+fi  90p&p 


Christmas  Gift 


NEWTON  ABBOT  • DEVON  TQ1 2 1 LL 


ED  U GAMES  20  LINDEN  TERRACE 


(D183) 


heron  optical 


For  a great  deal  on  binoculars  and  telescopes  — 
look  no  further  than  Heron  Optical. 

We  offer  a wide  choice  with  something  to  suit 


everyone  from  pocket  sized  monoculars  to  full 
specification  telescopes. 

There’s  a range  of  prices  too,  from  the  popular, 
budget  priced  Heron  models  to  the  more  lavish  Carl 
Zeiss  etc. 

Full  details  can  be  found  in  our  FREE  illustrated 


Heron  catalogue. 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x4OBGA)  £185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT 

(Rubber  Armoured/Close  Focus)  Phone! 

Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60)  Zoom  £1 99.00 

Optolyth  30  x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


And  Remember  — We  also  stock  Barbour  clothing, 
ideal  for  birdwatching,  country  walking,  etc. 
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TURACO  bird  tours 

Announce 

A special  around  the  world  spectacular 

NORTHERN  INDIA,  THAILAND,  AUSTRALIA  & TEXAS 
19th  March- 16th  April  £2,399 

OTHER  HOLIDAYS  FOR  88  INCLUDE: 

Costa  Rica,  Peru,  Yugoslavia,  Majorca,  Israel,  Kenya,  Ethiopia, 
Gambia,  Florida,  Australia,  and  British  Columbia. 

ALSO  FOR  88 

MALAYSIA  — 1 9th  Feb-6th  March  £ 1 ,395 

NORTHERN  INDIA  — 5th-20th  March  £1,198 

Write  now  for  itinery  and  booking  forms  to: 

TURACO,  344-6  Uxbridge  Road,  Hatch  End, 
Middlesex  HA5  4HR 

. TURACO  Birdwatching  Tours,  in  association  with 
Padwicks  Travel,  are  small  group  holidays  accompanied 
\ FV'  by  professional  guides  with  a specialist  knowledge  of  the 

countries  to  be  visited. 
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British  Birds 

VOLUME  80  NUMBER  10  OCTOBER  1987 


Stanley  Cramp 

We  are  very  sad  to  report  that,  as  this  issue  was  in  press,  we  received 
the  news  of  the  death  in  hospital  of  our  Senior  Editor,  Stanley  Cramp. 
A full  obituary  will  appear  in  due  course. 


The  ‘British  Birds’ 
Best  Bird 
Book  of  the  Year 


For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  wish  to  acquire  (or  give  as  a present)  just 
one  of  the  many  bird  books  published  each  year,  British  Birds  selects 
annually  its  choice  of  the  ‘Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year'  from  those  reviewed 
in  the  journal  during  the  previous  12  months.  The  winner  may.  in  one  year. 


be  an  important,  erudite  scientific 
treatise  and,  in  another,  a lighter, 
less  academic  work,  but  it  will 
always  be  reliable,  well  produced 
and  thoroughly  worthy  of  inclusion 
in  any  birdwatcher’s  library. 

Our  choice  for  Best  Bird 
Book  of  1987  is 

The  Atlas  of  Wintering 
Birds  in  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. Compiled  by  Peter 
Lack.  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser. 
£19.00.  (Review:  Brit.  Birds 
80:  444-446). 


The  Atlas  of 
Wintering  Birds 
in  Britain 
and  Ireland 


PETER  LACK 


[Brit.  Birds  80:  «iS.  October  IMH7J 
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Hudsonian  Godwit: 

new  to  the  Western  Palearctic 

Andrew  Grieve 

On  10th  September  1981,  I entered  the  Xerox  hide  at  the  RSPB 
Blacktoft  Sands  Nature  Reserve,  Humberside,  at  about  07.00  gmt,  to 
check  the  waders  present  on  the  lagoons.  A group  of  six  godwits  Limosa  was 
quickly  picked  out  sleeping  in  a shallow  part  of  the  lagoon  and  appeared  to 
be  five  Black-tailed  L.  limosa  and  a single  Bar-tailed  L.  lapponica.  The  latter 
was  smaller,  with  a large  patch  of  very  dark  red  plumage  on  the  underparts, 
covering  the  belly  and  extending  beyond  the  legs  towards  the  vent  as  on 
summer-plumaged  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Since  the  birds  were  sleeping,  few 
other  details  could  be  ascertained,  though  this  smaller  godwit  was  much 
greyer  on  the  back. 

Whilst  checking  the  other  waders  present,  I noticed  the  six  godwits  flying 
off  towards  the  River  Humber  about  half  an  hour  later  and  was  surprised  to 
note  that  the  small  godwit  showed  a similar  wing  and  tail  pattern  to 
Black-tailed  Godwits,  so  my  initial  identification  was  presumed  wrong,  the 
bird  on  this  second  sighting  appearing  to  be  a small  Black-tailed  Godwit. 

I was  puzzled  by  this  bird  and  checked  a few  reference  books  later  in  the 
day,  but  the  only  American  field  guide  in  my  possession  (Robbins  et  al ., 
1966,  Birds  oj  North  America)  was  not  particularly  helpful  with  its 
illustrations  of  American  godwits,  as  they  were  either  in  full  summer  or 
winter  plumage,  and  the  bird  at  Blacktoft  was  obviously  losing  its  summer 
plumage,  having  red  underparts  restricted  to  the  belly  area  in  the  main. 
The  Guide  to  the  Identification  and  Ageing  oj  Holarctic  Waders  (Prater  et  al.,  1977) 
indicated,  however,  that  only  one  other  species  of  godwit  was  that  similar  to 
Black-tailed  Godwit,  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  L.  haemastica , but  only  a few 
brief  identification  notes  were  given.  Robbins  et  al.  showed  that  Hudsonian 
Godwit  had  a whiter  face  than  Black-tailed  Godwit  in  both  summer  and 
winter  plumage,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  small  Blacktoft  godwit, 
and  it  also  showed  that  Hudsonian  G.odwit  had  the  summer  plumage 
extending  to  the  undertail-coverts,  whereas  the  Blacktoft  bird  had  whitish 
undertail-coverts,  though  it  may  have  lost  the  red  plumage  from  this  area. 
Prater  et  al.  gave  measurements  of  the  various  races  of  Black-tailed  Godwit, 
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Hudsonian  Godwit:  new  to  the  Western  Palearctic 

and  one  oi  these  L.  /.  melanuroides , was  smaller  than  either  the  nominate  race 
or  the  Icelandic  race,  and  also  had  more  extensive  red  underparts  and  was 
greyer  on  the  back:  thus,  it  could  not  be  ruled  out  on  the  details  seen  on  the 
small  godwit  at  Blacktoft. 

Over  the  next  few  days,  this  small  godwit  was  observed  with  up  to  five 
Black-tails  on  the  lagoons  for  up  to  four  hours  a day,  usually  sleeping,  but 
occasionally  feeding,  staying  on  the  lagoons  over  the  high  tide  period,  but 
absent  when  the  tide  was  low,  presumably  feeding  out  on  the  Humber 
Estuary  at  that  time.  The  few  times  that  it  was  seen  flying  were  usually 
when  it  left  the  lagoons,  and  the  underwing  pattern  w'as  not  seen  because  of 
the  angle  ol  flight.  Prater  et  at.  noted  that  Hudsonian  Godwit  has  ‘axillaries 
and  most  of  underwing  black’,  but  also  stated  that  ‘chestnut-red  in  summer 
plumage  extends  to  belly  and  under  tail  coverts’,  w hereas  the  Blacktoft  bird 
had  mainly  w hite  undertail-coverts,  and  this,  taken  w ith  the  lack  ofwhite  in 
the  face  of  the  Blacktoft  bird,  caused  me  to  doubt  that  it  was  a Hudsonian 
Godwit.  Many  other  observers  saw'  this  bird  during  its  stay,  but,  although 
the  possibility  of  its  being  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  often  discussed,  lack  of 
information  together  with  the  fact  that  I w'as  not  claiming  it  as  Hudsonian 
perhaps  put  others  off  from  claiming  it.  Many  w'ere  unhappy  about  the 
bird,  as  I was,  but  up  to  this  time,  the  underw  ing  pattern  had  not  been  seen, 
and  the  eastern  race  of  Black-tailed  w'as  still  a possibility. 

The  bird  w'as  absent  from  the  lagoons  during  21st-23rd  September,  but 
returned  with  higher  tides  from  24th  September.  At  this  time,  I paid  little 
attention  to  it,  but  the  nagging  doubts  returned,  and  on  27th  September  I 
determined  to  see  the  underwing  pattern.  Again  for  an  hour  or  so  it  slept 
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Fig.  1.  Pencil  sketches  of  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica , Humberside,  September  1981 

( Graham  P.  C.atley) 
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223.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemaslica , probably  first-summer,  Peru,  June  1981  (E.  J. 

Mackrill) 

when  I watched  it  from  the  Xerox  hide,  but,  when  it  departed,  I paid 
particular  attention  to  the  underwing  pattern  and  was  able  to  observe  the 
dark  under  forewing  and  black  axillaries.  At  this  stage,  I discussed  this  bird 
with  Steve  Madge,  as  I had  done  earlier,  and  he  was  able  to  confirm,  on 
information  just  received,  that  the  eastern  race  of  Black-tailed  Godwit, 
which  is  smaller  than  the  European  races,  had  the  same  pale  underwing 
pattern  of  the  Icelandic  and  European  races.  T his  removed  one  of  the  main 

224.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemaslica  (with  Marbled  Godwit  L.fedoa),  New  York,  USA 

August  1976  {Frank  Schleicher) 
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Fig.  2.  Pencil  sketches  of  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica,  Humberside,  September  1981 

(S.  C.  Madge) 

problems,  and  I was  now  in  a position  to  claim  that  this  bird  was 
Hudsonian  Godwit. 

On  1st  and  2nd  October,  I spent  several  hours  observing  the  bird  and 
obtained  a more  detailed  field  description,  Keith  Atkin  being  present  with 
me  on  2nd  October. 


size  Intermediate  between  Bar-tailed  and 
Black-tailed  Godwit.  When  standing  next  to 
Black-tailed  Godwit,  noticeably  smaller,  and 
on  one  occasion  that  Bar-tailed  Godwit  also 
present  (though  not  alongside)  it  was  slightly 
bigger  than  that  species,  so  perhaps  nearer  to 
Bar-tailed  Godwit  in  size. 
shape  Similar  in  shape  to  Bar-tailed  Godwit, 
with  same  shorter  leg  length,  body  size,  and 
length  of  bill,  though  slimmer-looking  than 
that  species  (perhaps  due  to  the  wings  pro- 
jecting beyond  tail). 

shape  in  flight  Intermediate  between 
Black-  and  Bar-tailed  Godwit,  though  more 
similar  to  Black-tail,  with  blunter  wing  tip. 
but  legs  projecting  beyond  tail  as  on  Black- 
tail,  though  not  so  pronounced. 

UPPErparts  Mostly  dark  grey,  darker  than 
on  adult  Black-tailed  Godwit  in  summer 
plumage.  Some  traces  of  summer  plumage  on 
sides  of  back,  feathers  w ith  black  centres. 
underparts  Throat  huffish,  giving  way  to 
pale  olf-white  upper  breast.  Lower  breast 
and  belly  deep  chestnut-red,  very  dark.  This 


extended  between  legs  to  vent,  but  gave  way 
to  olf-white  undertail-coverts,  with  a few 
faint  dark  cross  bars  on  undertail-coverts. 
Sides  of  flanks  off-white,  with  dark  barring 
running  down  to  be  exposed  below  folded 
wing. 

head  Generally  grey-buffish,  darker  on 
crown,  but  similar  to  Black-tailed  Godwit, 
w ith  pale  supercilium.  more  prominent  just 
in  front  of  eye  and  fading  out  behind  eye. 
Throat  buffish,  only  slightly  paler  than  rest  of 
head. 

bill  Thinner  than  Black-tailed  Godwit  and 
not  quite  so  long,  slightly  uptilted  from  base 
and  coming  to  finer  point  than  Black-tail. 
Also  thinner  than  Bar-tailed  Godwit,  but 
similar  uptilting  to  that  species.  Dark  along 
most  of  length,  but  pale  orangey  colour  near 
base. 

legs  Black,  not  so  long  as  Black-tailed 
Godwit’s,  similar  in  length  to  Bar-tail’s, 
perhaps  slightly  longer. 
upper  flight  pattern  Very  similar  to 
Black-tailed  Godwit,  with  pale  wing-bar. 
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black  primaries,  black-and-white  tail  underwing  pattern  than  Black-tail.  Central 
pattern.  Wing-bar  thinner  and  less  marked  pale  wing-bar  noticeable,  but  rest  of  under- 
than  on  Black-tail.  Tail  pattern  not  quite  so  wing  sooty-grey,  darker  on  under  forewing 
striking  as  on  Black-tail,  with  less  white  on  than  hind -wing,  with  sooty  black  axillaries 
upper  tail.  Legs  projected  beyond  tail,  more  merging  into  under  forewing, 
so  than  on  Bar-tail,  but  did  not  project  as  voice  Largely  silent,  but  on  one  occasion 
much  as  on  Black-tail.  uttered  a soft  ‘chow  chow’  in  flight,  similar  to 

underwing  pattern  Probably  most  impor-  Bar-tail’s  call,  but  less  strident,  and  much 
tant  distinction  between  Hudsonian  and  softer,  with  no  similarities  to  various  calls  of 
Black-tailed  Godwit,  with  much  darker  Black-tailed  Godwit. 

The  general  impression  was  of  a much  darker  bird  than  Black-tailed 
Godwit,  accentuated  by  the  dark  underwing  pattern  and  the  less  striking 
wing-bar  and  tail  patterns.  Obviously,  however,  this  species  could  be 
overlooked  at  a distance,  as  it  was  to  start  off  with  at  Blacktoft  Sands.  In 
retrospect,  I should  have  been  sharper  with  it,  but  at  least  it  was  sorted  out 
carefully  before  being  claimed. 

On  3rd  October,  hordes  of  birdwatchers  descended  upon  Blacktoft,  and 
consequently  some  disturbance  was  caused  when  the  bird  again  flew  in  at 
high  tide,  which  caused  all  the  birds  to  fly  up  from  the  lagoons.  After 
alighting  briefly,  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  took  off,  flew  back  out  towards  the 
Humber  and  was  not  seen  again. 

The  bird  was  considered  to  be  an  adult  male  (or  perhaps  a first-summer 
male)  on  plumage  and  size:  the  tone  of  the  summer  plumage  on  the 
underparts  was  a very  dark  chestnut-red,  whereas  the  female  lacks  this 


225.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica,  New  York,  USA,  July  1981  (Frank  Schleicher) 
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richness  of  colour  on  the  underparts  (Bent  1927,  Life  Histories  oj  North 
American  Birds , page  297;  and  Williamson  & Smith,  1964,  ‘The  Distribution 
and  Breeding  Status  of  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  in  Alaska’,  in  Condor  66:48). 
Size  is  very  variable  in  all  species  of  godwit,  but  the  small  size  of  the  bird  at 
Blacktoft  compared  with  Black-tailed  Godwit  was  also  indicative  of  its 
being  a male. 

During  its  frequent  visits  to  the  lagoons  at  Blacktoft,  it  spent  time  feeding 
only  for  short  periods,  as  it  mostly  slept.  It  fed  in  a similar  manner  to 
Black-tailed  Godwit,  probing  deep  into  mud  in  shallow  water,  and  caught 
and  swallowed  prey  at  rates  of 40-50  prey  items  per  minute,  again  similar  to 
Black-tailed  Godwit.  It  was  only  loosely  associating  with  the  Black-tailed 
Godwits,  sleeping  adjacent  to  them,  but  often  feeding  alone.  Whenever  it 
flew  off  with  the  Black-tails,  they  would  be  more  bunched  in  flight,  and  the 
Hudsonian  Godwit  ‘tagged  along’  a little  way  behind.  It  occasionally 
arrived  on  the  lagoons  by  itself. 

226.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica,  New  York,  USA,  July  1981  (Frank  Schleicher) 
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227.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica.  New  York,  USA,  August  1976  ( Frank  Schleicher ) 


Normally,  Black-tailed  Godwits  occur  in  this  area  in  small  numbers  on 
spring  and  autumn  passage,  the  autumn  passage  lasting  until  late  October, 
and  whilst  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  present  there  was  a passage  through 
of  Black-tailed  Godwits,  with  just  one  remaining  in  early  October.  It  seems 
likely  that  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  moved  on  in  company  with  Black-tailed 
Godwits. 

Among  the  hundreds  of  observers  who  saw  this  bird  were  Graham  P. 
Catley,  S.  C.  Madge  and  B.  G.  Pepper,  each  of  whom  provided  details  for 
the  Rarities  Committee. 

This  individual  was  also  seen  by  Graham  P.  Catley  at  nearby 
Alkborough  Flats  on  15th  September.  It — or  perhaps  another — occurred  in 
Devon  seven  weeks  later,  from  22nd  November  to  at  least  14th  January 

1982  (see  pages  492-494)  and  what  is  presumed  to  have  been  the  same  bird 
recurred  at  Blacktoft  Sands  two  years  later,  during  26th  April  to  6th  May 

1983  (Brit.  Birds  78:  550).  These  three  records  (perhaps  relating  to  one 
individual)  are  to  date  the  only  ones  for  the  Western  Palearctic  of  this  North 
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228.  First-summer  Hudsoman  Godwit  Limosa  haemastica , Peru,  May  1981  ( E.  J.  Mackrill) 

American  species  which  breeds  in  Canada  and  Alaska,  USA,  and  winters  in 
southeastern  South  America. 


Andrew  Grieve , Hillcrest,  Whitgift,  near  Goole , North  Humberside  DN14  8HL 


Identification  of  Upcher’s 
Warbler 


The  breeding  range  of  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida  extends  west 
to  northern  Israel,  the  Lebanon  and  Syria,  north  to  the  Aral  Sea  and 
Lake  Balkhash  in  the  southern  USSR,  and  south  to  Iran,  Afghanistan  and 


[Sri/.  Birds  80:  473-482,  October  1987] 
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229.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 


Pakistan.  Although  this  is  an  extensive  area,  much  of  it  is  difficult  of  access 
to  western  ornithologists  nowadays.  The  wintering  area  in  East  Africa 
includes  Kenya  and  Tanzania  (Vaurie  1959;  Moreau  1972;  Harrison 
1982).  Within  its  breeding  range,  Upcher’s  Warbler  is  generally  rather 
sparsely  distributed,  and  (in  Israel  and  probably  elsewhere)  has  a 
compressed  breeding  season,  arriving  late  in  spring,  nesting  mainly  in  the 
month  of  June,  and  departing  in  early  autumn.  For  all  these  reasons,  this 
species  is  one  of  the  least  well-known  of  West  Palearctic  warblers. 

T his  paper  summarises  the  identification  features  of  Upcher’s  Warblers 
studied  by  Yarun  Bazar,  Ehud  Dovrat  and  HS  in  central  and  northern 


230.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  [Hadoram  Shirihai) 
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231.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 


Israel  during  the  summers  of  1978-86.  Comments  and  criticism  from 
readers  will  be  welcome,  so  that  a paper  in  preparation  for  British  Birds  (by 
HS  and  Per  Alstrom)  on  the  identification  of  all  Hippolais  species  can  be 
more  complete. 


232.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel.  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shmhai  ) 
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233.  Upcher’s  W arbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 


234.  Upcher’s  W arbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 
235.  Olive-tree  Warbler  Hippolais  olivetorum,  Israel,  May  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 


Identification  of  Upcher’s  Warbler 


477 


General  appearance 

Upcher’s  Warbler  is  the  second- largest  species  in  the  genus  Hippolais, 
exceeded  in  size  only  by  Olive-tree  Warbler  H.  olivetorum,  to  which  it  bears  a 


237.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida,  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 
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239.  Olive-tree  Warbler  Hippolais  olivetorum 
(above).  Israel.  May  1986  (Hadorarn  Shirihai) 

238.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida 
(left),  Israel,  June  1986  {Hadorarn  Shirihai) 


superficial  resemblance:  both  are  decidedly  greyer  than  the  other  Hippolais 
warblers,  although  some  Olivaceous  Warblers  H.  pallida  and  Icterine 
Warblers  H.  icterina  may  approach  them  in  this  respect.  In  general 
appearance,  Upcher’s  is  intermediate  between  Olivaceous  and  Olive-tree, 
though  closer  to  Olivaceous  in  most  respects. 

In  spring,  the  plumage  is  relatively  unworn,  since  the  complete  moult  is 
in  the  wintering  area.  The  flight  feathers,  wing-coverts  and  tail  look 
uniformly  dark  brown,  contrasting  markedly  with  the  rest  of  the  upper- 
parts,  which  are  much  paler  and  greyish,  completely  lacking  any  rufous  or 
olive  tones,  and  sometimes  even  lacking  any  brown  tinge. 

In  July  and  August,  migrant  first-winters  have  the  same  general 
appearance  as  spring  adults,  but  adults  are  in  very  worn  plumage  and 
appear  generally  browner,  with  less  contrast  between  the  tail  and  wings 
and  the  rest  of  the  upperparts. 


Identification  of  Upcher’s  Warbler 
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241  & 242.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais 
languida.  Israel,  June  1986  (Hadoram  Shirihai) 


240.  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida . 
Israel.  June  1986  {Hadoram  Shirihai) 


Supercilium  Narrow,  from  base  of  bill  and  extending 
behind  eye,  whereas  on  Olivaceous  supercilium  is 
shorter,  and  is  generally  wider  in  front  of  the  eye  and 
extends  only  to  the  rear  of  the  eye. 

L'nderparts  Uniform:  whitish,  occasionally  huffish, 
sometimes  with  creamy  flanks. 

Bare  parts  legs  Long  and  slender;  grey  or  pinkish 
with  grey  feet  (adidts);  flesh  (juvenile),  eye  Iris 
reddish-brown  (adult);  brown  with  olive  tinge 
(juvenile),  bill  Shape  like  that  of  Icterine  Warbler, 
thicker  than  Olivaceous  Warbler  H.  p.  elaeica.  but 
not  looking  so  long  or  so  thick  as  that  of  Olive-tree 
Warbler. 
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Fig.  1.  Olivaceous  Warbler  Hippolais  pallida  (top)  and  Upcher’s  Warbler//,  languida 

(bottom)  (P.  Woodrow) 


Structure  Primary  projection  is  ‘medium’,  comparable  with  Olivaceous  Warbler,  distinctly  less 
than  that  of  Olive-tree  Warbler.  Tertial  spacings:  more  space  between  1st  and  2nd  than 
between  2nd  and  3rd,  whereas  most  Olivaceous  have  equal  spacing  between  1st  and  2nd  and 
2nd  and  3rd.  The  basic  measurements  and  wing-formulae  of  Upcher’s,  Olivaceous  and 
Olive-tree  Warblers  are  compared  in  table  1 . 

Behaviour 

In  comparison  with  body  length,  the  tail  is  very  long,  comparable  in  this 
respect  with  Olive-tree  Warbler.  It  is  frequently  waved  from  side  to  side 
and  up  and  down  (both  fanned  and,  less  often,  closed),  in  a fashion 
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I able  1.  Differences  in  measurements  and  wing-formulae  of  three  Hippolais  warblers 
(general  measurements  from  Williamson  1974  and  Shirihai  unpublished  data) 


Feature 

p = primary;  pc  = 

Upcher’s 
H.  languida 
(n  = 35) 

- primary  coverts 
Olivaceous 
H.  pallida  elaeica 
(n  = 150) 

Olive-tree 
H.  olive torum 
(n  = 35) 

W ing  (mm) 

72.0-81.5 

60.0-72.0 

82.0-90.0 

Tail  (mm) 

56.0-65.5 

47.0-64.0 

62.0-75.0 

Tarsus  (mm) 

22.0-24.5 

19.0-23.0 

22.0-27.5 

Bill  to  skull  (mm) 
Bill-width  (at  rear 

16.0-21.8 

13.0-19.4 

18.0-22.0 

of  nostrils)  (mm) 

4. 7-5.0 

3. 4-4.9 

4.9-6. 2 

Tip  of  wing 

3p  or  3p  = 4p 
(rarely  3p  = 4p  = 5p) 

3p  or  3p  - 4p 
(rarely  3p  = 4p=  5p) 

3p  or  3p  = 4p 

2p  = 

= 5p  or  = 5p/6p 
(rarely  = 6p/7p) 

= 5p/6p  or  = 6p/7p 
(rarely  = 7p) 

= 4p  or  = 4p/5p 

1 p§  pc  (mm) 

- 4.0  to  + 2.0 

+ 2.5  to  + 7.5 

- 4.0  to  - 8.0 

Emargination 
Primary  projection 

3p,  4p  or  3p,  4p,  5p 

3p,  4p  or  3p,  4p,  5p 

3p,4p 

(rarely  3p,  4p,  5p) 

(mm) 

13-19 

11-16 

19-26 

lp<  2p  (mm) 

40.0-44. 1 

27.0-35.0 

52.0-59.0 

resembling — but  even  more  emphasised  than — the  similar  movements  of 
Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio . Some  individuals  even  continually  wave 
the  tail  as  much  as  do  Scrub  Warblers  Scotocerca  inquiela.  A.  R.  Dean  (in  lift.) 
has  likened  the  cocking  and  fanning  of  the  tail  w hen  on  the  ground  to  the 
similar  behaviour  of  Rufous  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  galactotes. 

In  its  breeding  habitat,  which  consists  of  rolling  hillside  w ith  scattered 
rocks  and  low  bushes,  Upcher’s  Warbler  habitually  perches  on  rocks, 
unlike  other  Hippolais  species.  On  migration,  the  tail  movements  are  less 
pronounced,  and  are  also  performed  less  often.  In  cover,  the  actions  of 
Upcher’s  Warbler  are  unhurried,  reminiscent  of  Barred  Warbler  Sylvia 
nisoria  or  Olive-tree  Warbler. 

Voice 

Call  Single,  repeated  loud  ‘chuk’,  like  two  stones  being  knocked  together, 
also  likened  to  call  of  Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocepha/us  arundinaceus.  A 
second  occasional  call  is  a rolling  churr.  recalling  Masked  Shrike  L.  nubicus. 
Song  Generally  resembles  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis  or  Menetries’s 
Warbler  S.  mystacea , but  A.  R.  Dean  (in  litt .)  has  heard  ‘very  open  vowel 
sounds’,  which  he  felt  recalled  an  Acrocepha/us  warbler  or  thrush  Turdus. 

Comparisons  with  confusion  species 

The  main  problem  is  with  two  species:  Olivaceous  and  Olive-tree 
Warblers. 

Compared  with  Olivaceous : note  Upcher’s  Warbler’s  long  tail;  dark  brow  n tail 
and  wrings  (less  contrast  with  upperparts  on  Olivaceous);  stronger  bill; 
longer  supercilium,  extending  to  behind  eye;  greyer  legs;  call;  song. 
Compared  with  Olive-tree  Warbler.  Upcher’s  Warbler  has  longer  supercilium 
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(Olive-tree’s  is  a mere  white  patch  in  front  of  the  eye);  shorter  primary 
projection;  lack  of  Olive-tree’s  prominent  pale  wing  panel  (in  fresh 
plumage  in  spring;  there  is  more  likelihood  of  confusion  in  autumn,  when 
Olive-tree’s  panel  is  not  obvious). 

Appeal 

I should  greatly  welcome  comments  on  this  paper  and  Hippolais 
identification  in  general,  as  well  as  any  photographs,  for  use  in  the 
forthcoming  paper  in  British  Birds  noted  in  paragraph  two  of  this  paper. 
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Taxonomic  status  of 
‘Lesser  Golden  Plovers’ 


In  the  past,  there  have  been  a number  of  suggestions  that  the  two  forms  of 
the  Lesser  Golden  Plover,  Pluvialis  dominica  dominica  and  P.  d.  fulva , might 
warrant  separate  specific  status.  The  situation  was  unclear,  mainly  due  to 
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the  lack  ol  evidence  from  detailed  field  studies.  That  difficulty  has  been 
overcome  to  a large  extent  by  several  recent  publications.  After  examining 
the  evidence,  the  British  Ornithologists  Union  Records  Committee  has 
decided,  on  the  recommendations  of  its  taxonomic  working  group,  to  treat 
dominica  and  Julva  as  separate  species  (BOURC  1986).  The  English  names 
suSgested  are  American  Golden  Plover  for  P.  dominica  and  Pacific  Golden 
Plover  for  P.  Julva.  In  this  paper,  I shall  review  briefly  the  taxonomic 
problem,  and  outline  the  reasons  for  this  change. 


Fig.  1.  Distribution  of  Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis Julva  (stippled)  and  American  Golden 
Plover  P.  dominica  (vertical  shading),  both  species  breeding  in  the  Arctic  and  wintering  farther 

south 


Distribution 

The  Pacific  Golden  Plover  breeds  on  the  tundras  of  northern  Siberia,  from 
the  Y amal  peninsula  east  to  Chukotski,  and  across  the  Bering  Strait  in  west 
and  northwest  Alaska.  In  the  latter  region,  it  overlaps  with  the  American 
Golden  Plover,  whose  range  extends  from  northwest  and  north  Alaska 
eastwards  over  arctic  Canada  to  Baffin  Island  (fig.  1).  Small  numbers  of 
dominica  may  breed  in  eastern  Siberia,  but  proof  of  this  is  lacking,  although 
specimens  have  been  collected  there  during  the  nesting  season.  The 
evidence  for  breeding  by  dominica  in  Siberia  was  summarised  by  Portenko 
(1981),  but  with  undue  w'eight  given  to  uncorroborated  statements  and 
inadequately  documented  records  (see  also  Vaurie  1964). 

The  tw'o  Lesser  Golden  Plovers  are  extreme  long-distance  migrants, 
travelling,  in  the  case  of  Julva,  to  winter  in  northeast  Africa,  south  and 
southeast  Asia,  the  central  and  southwest  Pacific  islands,  Australia,  New 
Zealand  and  Polynesia.  A few7  Julva  now'  regularly  winter  in  southern 
California.  The  American  species  undertakes  a loop  migration  to  winter 
mainly  in  south-central  South  America,  from  Bolivia  and  southern  Brazil 
south  to  Patagonia.  In  winter  Julva  is  often  found  in  coastal  areas,  whereas 
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dominica  occurs  largely  away  from  the  sea,  on  grassland  and  around  inland 
waters. 


Taxonomy 

Several  early  workers  in  the  Bering  Strait  area  had  noted  the  apparent 
overlap  of  the  two  Lesser  Golden  Plovers  in  Alaska  and  possibly  eastern 
Siberia.  With  the  similarity  of  appearance  of  the  two  forms,  especially 
during  the  breeding  season,  it  was  difficult  to  determine  to  which  taxon 
some  of  the  birds  should  properly  be  allocated.  The  issue  was  further 
confused  by  reports  of  individuals  with  apparently  intermediate  characters. 
These  were  assumed  to  have  been  hybrids  and  it  was  argued,  quite 
reasonably,  that,  if  the  forms  were  interbreeding  with  any  regularity,  they 
were  better  treated  as  subspecies.  It  is  perhaps  surprising  that  more 
attention  was  not  paid  at  the  time  to  the  study  by  Conover  (1945),  since  he' 
showed  that  the  two  forms  overlapped  in  Alaska  without  hybridising.  The 
debate  about  intergradation  continued,  however  (e.g.  Gabrielson  & 
Lincoln  1959). 

Recently,  attention  was  drawn  back  to  the  subject  by  the  decision  of  the 
Checklist  Committee  of  the  Ornithological  Society  of  New  Zealand  to  split 
dominica  and  Julva  into  separate  species  (OSNZ  1980).  This  was  done  on  the 
basis  of  apparent  differences  in  moult  strategy  and  the  time  taken  to  reach 
maturity  (Stresemann  & Stresemann  1966),  in  addition  to  external 
appearance  and  migration  pattern  (Sibson  1977). 

Iffie  interpretation  of  some  of  these  data  has  been  controversial.  The 
Stresemanns  (1966,  pages  53  & 200)  did  not  actually  look  at  the  moult  of 
dominica , only  of  Julva.  They  also  quoted  two  authors  who  reported 
(immature)  Julva  summering  in  the  wintering  areas.  Subsequently,  Kinsky 


243.  American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica,  Cornwall,  September  1980  (IV.  R.  Hirst) 
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& Y aldwyn  (1981)  found  large  numbers  ofimmature Julva  on  the  wintering 
grounds  in  summer,  lending  support  to  the  suggestion  that  Julva  did  not 
return  to  their  breeding  habitats  until  IV2  or  2V2  years  old,  compared  with 
dominica , which  were  said  to  return  after  six  months.  Observations  by 
Johnson  & Johnson  (1983),  however,  differed  in  a number  of  respects  from 
those  ol  Kinsky  & Yaldwyn.  The  Johnsons  noted  that  first-year  Julva  could 
be  recognised  in  spring  by  their  worn  primaries,  which  were  by  then  nine  or 
ten  months  old.  The  adults,  in  contrast,  moulted  during  winter,  and  had 
fresh,  unworn  primaries.  Using  these  criteria  to  age  Julva  in  Haw'aii,  they 
found  that,  although  some  young  birds  over-summered  in  the  winter 
quarters,  many  did  indeed  return  north.  Johnson  & Johnson  w'ere  unable  to 
substantiate  a stay  of  up  to  2V2  years  in  the  wfinter  quarters  for  ‘most  'Julva 
(contra  Kinsky  & Yaldwyn).  Primary  w'ear  w'as  also  examined  in  Alaska, 
on  specimens  in  breeding  plumage  (Connors  1983).  As  predicted  by 
Johnson  & Johnson,  Connors  found  a large  number  of  first-year  Julva ; in 
fact,  his  data  suggested  to  him  that  many  mor t Julva  than  dominica  returned 
after  one  wfinter.  This  was  in  contradiction  to  the  views  of  the  Stresemanns. 
and  Kinsky  & Yaldwyn.  Johnson  (1985)  w'as  able  to  account  for  this 
discrepancy.  He  collected  a small  sample  of  migrant  dominica  in  spring,  and 
showed  that  birds  aged  internally  as  first-years  had  fresh  primaries,  as  did 
the  adults.  Although  most  first-year  dominica  return  north  to  Alaska  in 
spring,  they  had  not  been  recognised  by  Connors  because  of  the  differences 
in  moult  between  Julva  and  dominica. 

Connors  also  examined  birds  collected  in  w'est  and  northwest  Alaska  and 
found  sympatric*  breeding  of Julva  and  dominica  in  an  area  1 ,300  km  across. 

There  w'ere  a few'  apparent  intermediates,  but  he  found  the  frequency  of 
intermediate  plumages  in  the  area  of sympatry  to  be  no  higher  than  in  areas 
of  allopatry*  (Siberia;  northeast  Alaska  together  wfith  Canada).  On  this 


244.  Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis Julia,  USSR,  September  1975  ( Y.  Shibnev) 


*A  sympatric  breeding  area  is  one  in  which  two  or  more  different  populations  are  found 
nesting  alongside  one  another  (in  an  area  of  sympatry).  Where  the  populations  do  not 
overlap,  they  are  said  to  be  allopatric.  For  further  information  see  Mayr  (1969). 
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evidence,  he  recommended  that  the  forms  be  treated  as  separate  species. 
DeBenedictis  (1984)  argued  against  separation,  saying  that  ‘The  main 
evidence,  the  scarcity  of  intermediates,  would  also  be  observed  between 
subspecies  which  intergrade  abruptly  . . . and  no  samples  come  from  the 
actual  zone  of  intergradation.’  Connors’  data,  however,  clearly  weigh 
against  the  existence  of  any  hybrid  zone.  Indeed,  they  suggest  that 
intermediates  in  the  area  of  sympatry  are  not  of  hybrid  origin.  Since  they 
are  equally  frequent  in  areas  ofallopatry,  they  are  more  likely  to  be  part  of 
the  normal  range  of  variation  of  the  pure  types.  Furthermore,  an  area  of 
sympatry  1 ,300  km  across,  running  from  almost  pure  dominica  at  one  end  to 
almost  pur t Julva  at  the  other,  would  scarcely  be  called  an  abrupt  inter- 
gradation. The  absence  of  samples  from  a short  stretch  in  the  centre  of  this 
zone  is  unlikely  to  affect  Connors’  conclusions. 

The  differences  between  julva  and  dominica  in  structure  and  plumage 
(Pym  1982;  Connors  1983;  Hayman  et  al.  1986),  moult  (Johnson  1985), 
migration  pattern  (no  large-scale  over-summering  in  the  wintering  areas 
has  yet  been  reported  for  dominica ),  and  lack  of  interbreeding  in  areas  of 
sympatry  (Conover  1945;  Connors  1983)  suggest  that  the  two  forms  are 
better  treated  as  separate  species.  Connors  (1983)  and  Johnson  (1985)  have 
discussed  the  possible  evolutionary  history  of  the  two  taxa,  and  the 
selection  pressures  on  them. 

The  English  names  to  be  adopted  by  the  BOU  are  those  suggested  by 
Connors  (following  Kinsky  & Yaldwyn).  They  are  in  agreement  with  the 
4th  edition  of  the  AOU  checklist  (1931),  although  the  6th  edition  (1983) 
uses  Asiatic  Golden  Plover  for  Julva.  ‘Lesser  Golden  Plover’  should  be 
avoided,  to  remove  confusion  with  the  old  name  referring  to  both  forms. 

The  identification  of  the  two  species  was  discussed  by  Pym  ( 1982,  1984) 
and,  in  greater  detail,  by  Hayman  et  al.  (1986).  The  status  of  the  two  forms 
in  Britain  and  Ireland  was  reviewed  by  Pym  (1982).  Over  100  American 
Golden  Plovers  have  been  found  here,  mostly  since  1966.  In  contrast,  there 
are  only  a handful  of  records  of  Pacific  Golden  Plovers,  the  most  recent 
being  in  Humberside  in  January-February  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  544)  and  in 
Lincolnshire  in  July  1986  (Brit.  Birds  in  press). 
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Sponsored  by 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


The  Rarities  Committee  was  formed  in  1958  under  the  patronage  of 
British  Birds , and  is  thus  known  as  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Com- 
mittee, or  simply  the  BBRC.  Its  function  is  to  apply  uniform  adjudication 
standards  to  claimed  records  of  rare  birds  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales, 
and  ‘at  sea’  within  the  200-mile  (321 -km)  British  Fishery  Limits  (see  map. 
Brit.  Birds  78:  472).  The  BBRC  also  assesses  records  from  the  Channel 
Islands,  at  the  request  of  the  ornithologists  there. 

The  BBRC  is  sponsored  by  ZEISS  West  Germany,  and  has  been  since 
1983.  This  has  resulted  in  more  pages  in  British  Birds  for  rare-bird  topics, 
and  more  colour  photographs  of  rarities.  We  are  very  grateful  for  this 
continued  sponsorship. 

The  BBRC  is  made  up  often  voting  members,  including  the  Chairman, 
plus  a non-voting  Secretary  and  a non-voting  Museum  Consultant/ 


\Bnt.  Birds  80:  487-401.  October  1087) 
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Archivist.  There  is  at  least  one  vacancy  each  year,  upon  the  retirement  of 
the  longest-serving  member.  Sometimes,  an  additional  vacancy  is  caused 
by  voluntary  resignation.  The  BBRC  nominates  its  own  candidate,  and 
invites  further  nominations  through  British  Birds.  If  any  are  forthcoming, 
there  follows  a democratic  postal  election,  with  one  vote  each  for  county 
recorders,  regional  recorders  and  bird  observatories. 

Qualifications  for  BBRC  membership  include  a widely  acknowledged 
expertise  in  identification,  a proven  reliability  in  the  field,  the  ability  to 
work  well  on  paper  and,  very  importantly,  the  capacity  to  handle  the 
considerable  workload.  This  workload,  of  course,  is  record  assessment.  All 
members  see  all  records,  which,  including  recirculations,  total  over  1,000 
each  year.  That  is  about  20  a week:  when  a Committee  member  goes  on 
holiday  for  two  weeks,  he  comes  home  to  find,  on  average,  about  40  records 
awaiting  his  attention.  The  hard  work  of  members  must  not  be  under- 
estimated. 

The  membership  deliberately  reflects  a wide  spread  of  regional 
representation,  and  the  BBRC  keeps  an  annually  updated  list  of  potential 
future  members. 

The  Chairman  and  Secretary  are  appointed  by  the  British  Birds  Editorial 
Board,  in  consultation  with  the  Committee.  There  is  no  time  limit  to  these 
appointments,  but  the  BBRC  has  an  annual  opportunity  to  change  its 
Chairman,  the  new  choice  being  subject  to  Editorial  Board  approval.  Very 
importantly,  BBRC  members  are  not  employed  by  British  Birds.  They  do 
the  work  as  a ‘labour  of  love’,  entirely  in  their  spare  time,  and  thus  also 
retain  total  independence  to  comment  and  vote  on  records  as  they  wish. 

The  range  of  species  considered  by  the  BBRC  can  be  judged  from  an 
annual  report;  a full  list  is  available  free  from  the  Secretary,  as  is  a BBRC 
fact  sheet.  (Please  supply  a SAE.)  The  BBRC  also  considers  distinctively 
marked  rare  subspecies  (e.g.  Teal  Anas  crecca  of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis; 
Stonechats  Saxicola  torquata  of  the  Siberian  races  maura/ stejnegeri)  and 
specifically  indeterminate  pairs  or  groups  of  rarities  (e.g.  albatrosses 
Diomedea  and  dowitchers  Limnodromus) . 

The  definition  of  a rarity  is,  of  course,  dependent  upon  the  geographical 
unit.  In  Britain,  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata  and  Cirl  Bunting  Emheriga 
cirlus  are  rare  in  the  north,  Ptarmigan  Lagopus  mutus  and  Golden  Eagle 
Aquila  chrysaetos  in  the  south,  Chough  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  in  the  east  and 
so  on.  None  of  these  is  a national  rarity.  In  the  unit  of  Great  Britain,  birds 
are  generally  considered  to  be  rare  if  they  occur  about  15  or  fewer  times 
annually.  The  BBRC  considers  ‘marginal’  rarities  for  possible  removal 
from  its  list,  especially  those  with  over  150  individuals  in  the  previous 
decade  and  at  least  ten  in  at  least  eight  of  those  years,  and  also  those  slightly 
less  frequent  which  are  comparatively  easy  to  identify.  The  rule  of ‘at  least 
ten  in  at  least  eight  years’  draws  attention  to  regularly  occurring  species 
rather  than  normally  scarce  but  suddenly  numerous  irruptive  species.  For 
instance,  the  132  Parrot  Crossbills  Loxia  pytyopsittacus  in  1982  and  1983  are 
55%  of  the  total  for  the  last  28  years,  whilst  the  315  Nutcrackers  Nucijraga 
caryocalactes  in  1968  were  88%  of  the  28-year  total. 

1 he  current  ‘problem  species’  is  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis,  with 
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/>.)  in  the  first  hall  ol  the  last  decade  of  Rarities  Reports  and  412  in  the 
second  half.  Is  it  right,  from  the  BBRC’s  viewpoint,  to  cease  to  consider  a 
species  with  a current  rejection  rate  ofl5-20%?  Is  it  fair  to  hand  this  burden 
on  to  county  recorders,  considering  the  identification  problems  involved? 
( conversely,  is  it  fair  for  1 4%  of  the  BBRC’s  precious  time  to  be  spent  on  just 
one  species?  Following  consultation  with  county  recorders,  the  decision  has 
now  been  taken  to  drop  this  species  {Brit.  Birds  80:  421-423). 

( )bservers  are  encouraged  to  submit  records  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
observation.  I his  is  vital  for  September  to  December  records,  so  that  they 
can  complete  their  circulations  before  the  report  deadline  of  July.  Use  of  the 
carefully  designed  ‘Unusual  record  form’  (available  free  from  the  Secre- 
tary), or  its  format,  greatly  helps  record  processing.  Photographs  and 
sketches,  regardless  of  artistic  merit,  are  of  much  assistance.  Examples  of 
both  are  published  in  the  annual  report.  Preferably,  records  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  via  the  county  or  regional  recorder,  or  copies 
sent  to  both.  Many  local  societies  appoint  someone  especially  to  liaise  with 
the  BBRC  over  records.  Records  of  trapped  and  ringed  rarities  should  be 
submitted  to  the  BBRC  via  the  BTO  Ringing  Office.  Given  good  reason. 
BBRC  respects  requests  for  site- or  observer-confidentiality. 

Receipt  of  records  is  normally  acknowledged  only  when  accompanied  by 
a self-addressed  stamped  envelope  or  postcard.  Decisions  arc,  however, 
always  notified  to  the  appropriate  recorder  and  to  the  relevant  bird 
observatory  warden.  Reasons  are  not  usually  given,  but  may  be  discussed 
with  the  Secretary  if  so  required. 

Records  are  circulated  by  post  to  all  BBRC  members  in  a changing  order. 
Batches  vary  in  content,  with  about  15  records  in  a routine  batch,  about  five 
in  a recirculation  batch,  and  just  one  if  it  is  a claim  of  a new  species  for 
Britain.  Each  year,  there  are  over  100  batches. 

Each  record  has  an  attached  sheet  for  members'  comments  and  votes. 
The  votes  are  ‘Accept’,  ‘Reject'  or  'Pend',  the  latter  if  some  further  clarifi- 
cation is  required.  For  a record  to  be  accepted,  all  ten  members  on  first 
circulation,  or  at  least  nine  on  a subsequent  circulation,  must  vote  in  its 
favour.  Recirculations  occur  for  several  reasons:  borderline  cases  (eight  or 
nine  accepts  on  first  circulation),  pended  records,  when  requested  by  any 
member  on  first  circulation,  or  if  the  Secretary  feels  it  is  warranted  on  a 
balance  of  comments.  Occasionally,  records  are  sent  to  acknowledged 
experts  on  a particular  species,  and  the  BBRC  now  has  its  own  Seabirds 
Advisory  Panel,  whose  secretary  is  Peter  Harrison,  to  advise  on  that 
difficult  group. 

The  current  acceptance  rate  is  about  85%.  It  must  be  stressed  that 
rejection  is  usually  a case  of  ‘non-proven’  rather  than  one  of  clearly 
incorrect  identification.  It  is  fully  appreciated  by  the  BBRC  that  it  is 
usually  not  an  observer’s  fault  that  a poor  view  is  obtained.  Brevity  of  view, 
distance,  bad  light,  a single  angle  or  any  combination  of  these  may  result  in 
important  characters  not  being  noted.  If  what  remains  is  considered 
insufficient  for  identity  to  be  fully  established,  a record  has  to  be  rejected. 
Members’  comments  vary  greatly:  straightforward  records  often  produce 
no  more  than  a series  of  one-word  votes,  whilst  more  borderline  records 
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f requently  end  up  with  two  or  three  times  as  much  on  the  comments  sheet  as 
on  the  record  form. 

If  new  evidence  comes  to  light,  the  BBRCLwill  reconsider  an  earlier 
record  on  request.  Most  reconsiderations,  though,  concern  reviews  of  all 
records  of  a species  for  which  there  has  been  a significant  advance  in 
identification  criteria.  Rejection  of  a previously  accepted  record  is  taken 
extremely  seriously,  and  at  least  six  reject  votes  are  required  (rather  than 
the  normal  two)  for  the  reversal  to  take  place. 

All  descriptions,  comments  sheets  and  correspondence  are  retained 
permanently  on  file.  All  comments  and  the  votes  of  individual  members  are 
strictly  confidential,  but  descriptions  of  rarities  are  available  to  any  genuine 
researcher  investigating  new  or  improved  identification  criteria.  Requests 
should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary.  This  is  a much  under-used  facility. 

Following  completion  of  work  on  the  text  of  the  previous  year’s  annual 
report,  the  current  year’s  records  circulation  commences  in  August,  though 
a few  special  records  may  be  sent  around  the  Committee  earlier.  With 
prompt  submission,  autumn  records  circulation  begins  in  November.  Late 
submissions  and  recirculations  are  dealt  with  as  they  arise.  It  is  unlikely 
that  records  received  later  than  March  will  be  processed  in  time  to  be 
published  in  the  annual  report. 

A small  but  significant  percentage  of  records  takes  longer  than  usual  to 
be  considered.  Reasons  for  the  delay  in  publication  are  various.  There  is 
late  submission  (even  now,  we  still  await  a number  of  1985  records),  there 
are  contentious  records  (requiring  extensive  enquiries  and  two  or  more 
circulations),  there  are  records  of  very  difficult  species  (involving  reference 
to  experts)  and  there  are  records  of  birds  new  to  Britain  (which  also  have  to 
be  verified  by  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee). 

The  BBRC  normally  meets  twice  a year.  Administration  and  policy  are 
dealt  with  at  our  annual  meeting  held  in  March  or  April,  and  identification 
and  related  topics  during  a July  or  August  meeting. 

The  annual  ‘Report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain’,  published  annually 
in  British  Birds  for  the  past  28  years,  contains  details  of  all  accepted  records, 
plus  a list  of  those  not  accepted.  Accepted  Irish  records  are  also  included, 
giving  a clear  picture  for  the  geographical  unit  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
greatly  facilitating  analysis  of  rarity  occurrences. 

Photographs,  both  in  colour  and  black-and-white,  and  sketches  of 
rarities  are  eye-catching  features  of  the  report,  but  it  should  be  noted  that 
many  of  the  photographs  are  not  seen  by  BBRC  members  during  record 
assessment,  but  are  submitted  later,  for  publication  with  the  report.  For 
each  species,  the  report  includes  a general  comment  on  trends,  and  a 
running  total  of  individuals  seen  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  report  relies  on  the  support  of  observers  and  other  contributors.  We 
are  indebted  to  all  the  county  and  regional  recorders,  and  the  bird 
observatory  wardens  and  their  committees,  and  also  to  the  Irish  Rare  Birds 
Committee  and  the  Northern  Ireland  Bird  Records  Committee. 

A second  publication  ‘Rarities  Committee  news  and  announcements’ 
appears  annually  in  British  Birds , during  early  autumn,  and  covers  general 
matters  relating  to  the  Committee’s  work. 
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Full  details  ol  records  of  species  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland  are  published 
in  British  Birds.  Accounts  of  second  to  fifth  British  occurrences  are  also 
included,  except  when  they  are  Scottish  records  and  are  published  in 
Scottish  Birds.  In  rare  cases,  when  the  original  observers  are  unable  or 
disinclined  to  prepare  suitable  notes  for  publication,  this  is  done  on  their 
behalf  by  a BBRC  member,  based  on  the  submitted  details.  Such  published 
accounts  provide  valuable  identification  references. 

I he  central  deposit  of  rarity  descriptions  and  opinion  on  difficult 
identification  topics  allows  problem  areas  to  be  pinpointed.  BBRC 
members  carry  out  the  necessary  identification  research  and  promote  the 
publication  of  notes  and  papers  in  British  Birds  to  clarify  these  areas. 

As  stated  earlier,  records  of  species  new:  to  Britain  are  assessed  in  the 
normal  way,  but  then  passed  to  the  BOURC,  which  considers  formal 
admission  to  the  British  List.  Publication  is  subject  to  acceptance  by  both 
committees.  It  is  the  BOURC  which  carries  out  the  detailed  investigations 
of  escape  likelihood  and  vagrancy  potential. 

Very  occasionally,  following  a vote,  the  BBRC  voices  an  opinion  on  the 
origins  of  certain  individuals  (e.g.  out-of-season  Lesser  White-fronted 
Geese  Anser  erylhropus  and  the  Minster,  Kent,  Rock  Thrush  Monticola 
saxatilis).  If  six  or  more  members  consider  that  a particular  bird  has 
probably  or  certainly  escaped  from  captivity,  it  is  not  included  in  the  main 
list  of  species  or  in  the  totals,  but  it  is  nevertheless  always  mentioned  in  the 
comments,  for  future  reference. 

The  BBRC  is  very  aware  that  its  successful  operation  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  co-operation  of  observers,  recorders  and  bird 
observatories.  Confidence  in  our  fairness  and  efficiency  is  essential.  If  any 
reader  wishes  to  suggest  any  improvements  in  the  BBRC's  operation,  or  to 
query  or  discuss  any  aspect  of  our  work,  please  do  so.  Write  either  to  me 
(address  below)  or  to  the  Committee’s  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers,  4 
Pentland  Flats,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  ofScillyTR2l  OHY. 

This  text  is  based  on  an  address  given  on  1 1th  April  1987  at  the  Joint 
British  Birds! B I O Conference  at  Swanwick,  Derbyshire. 

P.  G.  Lansdown,  197  Springwood.  Llanedeym , Cardiff,  South  Glamorgan  CF26UG 

^rtimtp-fitic  peats  ago... 

‘NOTES  ON  THE  BEARDED  TIT  by  E.  L.  Turner,  hon.  mem.  b.o.u.  I have  never  seen  any 
other  species  pay  such  attention  to  the  toilet  other  young  as  is  the  case  with  the  hen  Bearded 
Tit.  Not  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  sanitation  of  the  nest,  she  will,  w hen  brooding,  restlessly 
peck  at  the  lining,  apparently  removing  and  swallowing  those  minute  insects  which  usually 
infest  nests.  She  will  often  stand  up  and  carefully  comb  the  tiny  sprouting  head-feathers  of  each 
youngster  in  turn,  by  gently  draw  ing  the  little  bristles  through  her  bill.  Doubtless  this  helps  to 
remove  the  feather-scales;  at  any  rate,  the  little  ones  seem  highly  to  appreciate  the  process.  I 
have  never  seen  other  parent-birds  fuss  over  their  young  in  this  manner:  as  a rule  they  have  no 
time  for  such  delicate  attentions;  but  the  hen  Bearded  Tit  is  even  more  full  of  compressed 
energy  than  the  Common  Wren,  and  can  hardly  be  said  to  rest  even  when  brooding. 

‘The  cock,  however,  does  not  permit  his  masculine  mind  to  be  perturbed  by  these  cares, 
though  he  is  a curious  mixture  of  virility-  and  feminine  attention  to  detail.’  (Brit.  Birds  6: 
138-140,  October  1912) 


Notes 


Hudsonian  Godwit  in  Devon  On  22nd  October  1981,  at  about  09.30 
gmt,  I was  walking  towards  the  sewage-works  at  Countess  Wear,  Exeter, 
Devon,  when  I stopped  to  look  at  half-a-dozen  waders  feeding  on  a riverside 
meadow.  There  were  five  Black-tailed  Godwits  Limosa  limosa  and  a smaller 
and  darker  individual  that  was  frantically  probing  in  a fashion  recalling  a 
dowitcher  Limnodromus . I scrutinised  it  with  my  25 X telescope  from  a range 
of  80m.  Whilst  I was  watching  it,  the  group  flew  up,  and  striking  black 
underwings  of  the  smaller  bird  immediately  caught  my  eye  and  I realised 
that  I was  definitely  onto  something  interesting.  It  soon  dropped  back  in. 
again  and  remained  for  a further  40  minutes  before  flying  downstream. 
From  what  I had  heard  about  the  Blacktoft,  Humberside,  individual  earlier 
that  autumn  {Brit.  Birds  76:  496;  80:  466-473),  I knew  that  a black  under- 
wing was  diagnostic  of  Hudsonian  Godwit  L.  haemastica.  Later  reference  to 
Peterson  (1980)  made  me  confident  of  this  initial  identification.  The  next 
day,  it  was  again  seen  by  myself,  G.  Peplow,  R.  Knightbridge  and  several 
other  University  students. 


It  was  smaller  and  slimmer  than  a Black-tailed  Godwit,  with  a narrower 
and  slightly  upcurved  bill  similar  to  a Bar-tailed  Godwit  L.  lapponica.  4'he 
general  body  plumage,  however,  was  noticeably  browner  and  dusky;  in 
flight  it  showed  a narrow  white  wingbar  and  a black  tail. 

The  Hudsonian  Godwit  remained  in  the  area  for  a month  and  enter- 
tained many  observers  well  pleased  with  the  bird’s  faithfulness  to  this  one 
and  easily  accessible  field:  it  hardly  ever  mixed  in  with  the  main  flock  of  700 
Black-tailed  Godwits  that  wandered  over  the  estuary  farther  downstream. 
It  was  last  seen  in  the  area  on  22nd  December.  The  following  details  were 
noted: 

plumage  Head  and  neck,  down  to  breast,  summer  feathers.  Top  sides  of  flanks  had 
uniform  grey-brown,  with  more-chocolate  half-a-dozen  prominent  black  bars.  Vent 
crown.  Lores  dark,  with  broad  white  white,  but  sides  to  undertail-coverts  with 
supercilium  from  bill  to  eye.  Underparts  black  spots. 

darker  and  retaining  summer  feathers  in  Fresh  mantle  and  most  of  scapulars  a 
contrast  to  pure  white  on  Black-tailed  uniform  ‘Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla  grey’.  Dark 
Godwits.  Flanks  uniform  grey,  with  dark  band  of  retained  summer  feathers  to  upper 
blotchy  belly,  particularly  between  legs,  and  lower  edges  of  scapulars,  more  promi- 
where  more-chestnut  tones  of  unmoulted  nent  on  left.  Wing-coverts  buffer  in  tone: 
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Clear 

Choice 


" The  enormous  field  of  view  will 
be  especially  welcomed  by 
all  spectacle  wearers . . . 
particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or 
forest;  for  seawatching  or 
raptor-watching  and  on  any 
occasion  when  a small  object 
needs  to  be  located  against  a 
relatively  large  or  uniform 
background,  such  as  leaves, 
sea  or  sky. 

. . . Magnificent  binoculars 
of  the  very  highest  quality, 
ideal  for  birdwatching  in  all 
conditions  . . . I cannot 
recommend  them  too 
strongly.  . . 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 
June  1986) 

Superb  optical 
performance.  The  T*  multi- 
layer, anti-reflection  coating 
ensures  excellent  image 
contrast  and  outstanding 
clarity  in  poor  light  conditions. 
Minimum  focusing  distance  3.5m. 
Rubber  armoured,  rugged  and  reliable. 


Zeiss  offers  a wide  choice.  Write  for  catalogue 
and  nearest  stockist. 


The  name  makes  the  difference 
The  difference  made  the  name 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


ZEISS 


West  Germany 


(D105) 


IX 


LDFOWL 

An  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  world 


OVER  700  BIRDS 
PAINTED  IN  FULL  COLOUR 


OVER  150  DISTRIBUTION  MAPS 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


(D237) 
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Cut  out  this  page  of  bird  topography  charts  for  insertion  in  your  personal  field  notebook. 
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undertail-coverts 


Binoculars  and  telescopes 
survey,  IV 


BINOCULARS 

What  binoculars  do  you  use? 


Make 


Power  X 


How  do  you  rate 
their  general 
performance? 
(tick  one  box) 


EXCELLENT 

VERY  GOOD 

GOOD 

SATISFACTORY 

POOR 

VERY  POOR 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

If  you  purchased  a new  pair,  which 
would  you  choose? 

Do  you  wear  spectacles  when  birdwatching? 


Make 

Power 

X 

Yes 

No 

put  your  binoculars 

raise  or  remove 

up  to  them? 

or 

your  spectacles? 

TELESCOPES 


Do  you 

own  and  use  a telescope? 

Always  or 
nearly  always 

Regularly 

Sometimes 

Occasionally 

Never 

(TICK  ONE  BOX) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Do  you  use  a tripod 
with  it? 

Always  or 
nearly  always 

Regularly 

Sometimes 

Occasionally 

Never 

(TICK  ONE  BOX) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

What  telescope  do  you  own? 


Make 


Power  X 


Do  you  rate  its 
general  performance 
as  (TICK  ONE  BOX): 


EXCELLENT 

VERY  GOOD 

G(X)D 

SATISFACTORY 

POOR 

VERY  POOR 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

If  you  purchased  a new  one,  what 
telescope  would  you  choose  to  buy? 


Make 


Power  X 


If  you  own  and  use  more  than  one  eyepiece,  please  enter  most-used  one  above  and  list  other(s) 
here: 


Return  before  10. 1 1 .87  to:  Readership  suri'ey,  Fountains.  Park  Lane.  Blunham.  Bedford  MK443SJ 


The  large  number  of  replies  to  our  previous  surveys  (Brit.  Birds  71:  429-439;  76:  155-161;  78: 
167-175)  provided  very  interesting  and  useful  information  on  birdwatching  trends.  We  hope 
that  BB  subscribers  w ill  again  help  us  by  completing  and  returning  this  form  to  us.  Thank  you. 


Readership  survey 


Please  help  us,  by  filling  in  this  form.  Add  your  name  and  address  if  you 
wish  to  be  entered  in  the  draw  for  a FREE  YEAR’S  SUBSCRIPTION  to  BB. 

I have  been  a subscriber  to  British  Birds  since  [ 19 
I am  also  a member  of 

BTO  □ RSPB  □ BOU  □ SOC  □ 

I also  subscribe  to  (or  regularly  buy) 

Bird  Watching  O Bird  Study  Q 

My  age  is 

1 I under  18  Q 18-40  Q 41-64  fd  over  64 

I expect  to  buy  or  replace  the  following  birdwatching  items  within  the  next  12  months 
I 1 Binoculars  Q Camera 

1 I Telescope  O Coat/Jacket 

I I Tripod  O Boots/Wellingtons/Shoes 

In  an  average  year  I expect  to  spend  £ I I on  the  above  products. 

In  an  average  year,  I expect  to  travel  abroad  birdwatching  for 

I I nil  O 1 week  Q 2 weeks  1 II  [ weeks  (please  enter  figure) 

In  an  average  year,  I expect  to  be  birdwatching  in  my  home  country  for  a total  of 
I II  H 1 days  (please  fill  in  number);  camping  for  I 11  I I nights;  staying  in  guest  houses  for 
I M f~l  nights;  staying  in  hotels  for  I 11  II  I nights;  staying  in  hostels  or  at  bird  observatories 
for  | | II  I nights. 

My  copy  o i British  Birds  is  normally  read  only  by  me  Q ; by  one  other  person  Q ; or  by 
I II  I other  people  (please  fill  in  number). 

I read  my  copy  of  BB  and  then  throw  it  away  Q ; I keep  my  copy  of  BB  and  subsequently  refer 
to  it  O often  O occasionally. 

I expect  to  spend  £ I 1 on  bird  books  in  the  next  12  months. 


My  favourite  BB  feature  is 

My  least  favourite  BB  feature  is 

I should  like  BB  to  devote  more  space  to 


I should  like  BB  to  devote  less  space  to 


I do  wish  to  be  entered  in  the  draw  for  a FREE  ONE-YEAR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  'BRITISH  BIRDS'  □ 
and  therefore,  give  below  my 

(leave  blank  if  you  wish  lo  remain  anonymous) 


Name 

Address 

Return  before  10. 1 1 .87  to:  Readership  survey,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK443NJ. 
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British  BirdShop 


ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 


Recordings  Please  add  £1.75  p & p per  order  Please  tick  V 

Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Boswall  A Field  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  of  Britain  and  Europe 

Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  13  hours) £95.00*  I I 


Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  □ ^ 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  □ ( 

Cassette  pack  3 Goldcrest  to  crows CP3Q  | cac 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals CP4  Q ' 


Complete  set  of  15  I,P  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours) £95.00*  I I 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  and  2 LP  discs  of  mammals £108.90*  O 


To  order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xii  & xiv  in  your  May  1987 
issue. 


Companion  set  of  recordings  of  69  British  and  European  mammals  ( 2 LP  discs) £ 1 3.90*  I I 

*plus  £1.75  p&p  per  order 

Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  D 


Books  and  other  items  are  included  in  British  BirdShop  only  if  they  are 
approved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  be  generally  reliable,  good  value 
and  uselul  additions  to  a birdwatcher’s  library.  Any  item  ordered  through 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  approval  can  be  returned  and  your 
money  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It  is  our  aim  to  provide  British  Birds 
subscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  service  possible.  All  correspon- 
dence concerning  British  BirdShop  should  be  addressed  to  British  BirdShop, 
c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon TQ9  5XN. 


Books  New  books  and  special  offers  marked  * 

*The  ‘British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection 

Order  any  three  of  these  field  guides  and  claim  £3.00  reduction,  final  month:  Offer  closes  31 . 10.87. 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) 

Paperback  £5.95  fj  Hardback  £9.95 1 1 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michacljoseph) 

THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  BRITAIN £8.95  Q 

Gooders  & Harris  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Kingfisher) 

for  the  beginner Paperback  £6.95  Q Hardback  £9.95  O 

Heinzel,  Fitter  & Parslow  The  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) 

the  best  guide  for  use  in  north  Africa  and  the  middle  east Paperback  £5.95  Q Hardback  £8.95  □ 

Holden,  Sharrock  & Burn  The  RSPB  Book  of  British  Birds  (Macmillan) 

for  the  beginner Paperback  £3.50  Q Hardback  £6.95  d 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (Witherby) £1 1.50  [I 

Hollom  The  Popular  Handbook  of  Rarer  British  Birds  (Witherby) £ 1 2.00  dl 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  ,4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) 

THE  BEST  GUIDE  FOR  USE  IN  EUROPE  £8.95  n 

I have  ordered  at  least  three  of  the  above  books  and  claim  a reduction  of  £3. 00 dl 


* Ali  The  Fall  of  a Sparrow  (OUP) £10.00  Q 

Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan,  compact  edition  (OUP) £58.00  d 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) £17.95  dl 

Clarke  & Clarke  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia  (C.  Helm) £8.95  □ 

‘Clews,  Heryet  & Trodd  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire.  Buckinghamshire.  Hertfordshire  and  Oxfordshire 

(C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  □ 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  1 £70  Q vol.  2 £70  dl  vol.  3 £70  dl  vol.  4 £70  dl  vol.  5 £75 
•special  ‘BWP’  offer,  exclusive  to  ‘BB’  subscribers 

Vols.  1-5  (usual  price  £355.00) £295.00  Q 

If  vol.  5 purchased  now  at  £75  (order  below),  vols.  1 -4  available  at  £60  each  (usual  price  £70) 


Diamond,  Schreiber,  Attenborough  & Prestt  Save  the  Birds  (CUP) £1 7.50  □ 

Flint,  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  USSR  (Princeton) £45.30  □ 

Gensbol  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe.  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £ 1 4.95  □ 

Harbard  Evenings  at  the  Coot  & Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  □ 

♦Harbard  A Bird-watcher's  Quiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  □ 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xiv  to  complete  your  order. 


British  BirdShop  (continued) 

ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Please  tick 

‘Harrison,  C.  An  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic  (Collins)  was  £15.00,  is  now  £7.95  D 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  (C.  Helm)  Revised  edn.  Best  Bird  Book  of  1983 £19.95  Q 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm)  Paperback  £15.95  O 

‘Harrison,  G.,  & Sankey  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  the  West  Midlands  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  Q 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  world  (C.  Helm) £21.95  I I 

Hill  & Langsbury  A Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe  (Collins) £12.95  CH 

Knystautas  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR  (Century) £14.95  L 

‘Lack  The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  (Poyser)  Best  Bird  Book  of  1987 £19.00HH 

‘Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) 

Expected  November □ 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd  revised  edn Paperback  £9.95 1 I 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1.95  I I 

Oddie  Gone  Birding  (Methuen) £7.95  Q 

Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  of  Israel  (C.  Helm) £19.95  [I 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  O Hardback  £10.95  E 

Pratt,  Bruner  & Berrett  The  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacific  (Princeton)  ...Ppbk  £ 1 3.30  Q Hdbk  £33,50 1 I 

Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain  (C.  Helm) £12.95  Q 

‘Saunders  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95 1 I 

‘Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (usual  price  £9.95) £7.95  Q 

Sharrock  The  ‘British  Birds’  Mystery  Photographs  Book  + The  Solution  Was  £4.80,  but  prize  won,  so  now....£l  .50  I I 

Simpson  & Day  The  Birds  of  Australia  (C.  Helm)  New  edn £25.00  Q] 

Slater,  Slater  & Slater  The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds  (Rigby) £16.95  O 

‘Taylor,  Wheatley  & Prater  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  Q 

Urban,  Fry  & Keith  The  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £65.00  Q vol.  2 £68.50  Q 

‘Wallace  Birdwatching  in  the  Seventies  (Macmillan)  (usual  price  £7.95) £3.95  O 

British  Birds  The  ‘British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

1978  edn  £0.60  □ 1984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered,  £1.00D  1984  edn  £1.85  □ 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  any  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  write-in  orders 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  maximum  of  £3. 50). 


WRITE-IN  ORDERS. 


Binders 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  12  issues  & index) £6.95  O 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  OCTOBER  1987 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payment  can  be  made  in  US$or  Irish  punts  at  current  exchange  rates.  Sterling 
payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  UK  Giro  account  number  37  588  6303,  but  please  still  post  this  form.  Please  allow  28  days 
lor  delivery  in  UK,  longer  if  abroad.  To  qualify  for  POST  FREE  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no. 


Name.... 

Address 


Ref. 

No. 


Total  £ Cheque/PO  enclosed  Q Giro  payment  made  Q 

You  can  also  pay  using  If  your  address  for  credit  card  purposes  is  different  from  that  above,  give  it  here 

these  credit  cards: 


Please  debit  my  Access/Visa/MasterCard/Eurocard 

Expiry  date 

Signature 

You  can  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders,  but  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no.  as  well  as  your  credit  card  no. 
tel.  Totnes  (0803)  865913 


Send  order  to:  British  BirdShop,  c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 


Notes 
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brownish  centred,  with  paler  fringes.  Tertials 
in  poor  condition,  dark  brown  with  broken 
white  terminal  fringe.  Secondaries  dark 
brown.  Primaries  dark  brown-black,  with 
paler  tips;  they  projected  beyond  tail  by  IV2 
feather  tips,  as  compared  with  equal  length 
on  Black-tailed  Godwit,  and  perhaps  added 
to  impression  of  slimmer  build.  Tail  black, 
with  thin  white  terminal  band. 
bare  parts  Bill-shape  similar  to  that  of  Bar- 
tailed Godwit:  narrow  and  slightly  upcurved. 
Flesh-orange  base,  extending  half  way  down 


lower  mandible  and  only  around  nostril  of 
upper,  merged  into  dark  tip.  Legs  dark  grey. 
in  flight  Underwing  diagnostic:  black 
underwing-coverts  and  axillaries;  secon- 
daries dusky,  with  narrow  pale  wingbar 
showing  through.  Upperwing  showed 
narrow  white  wingbar,  not  nearly  so  distinct 
as  on  Black-tailed,  being  indistinct  at  base  of 
secondaries  and  more  pronounced  at  ‘elbow’. 
Narrow  white  base  to  tail  feathers,  rest  of  tail 
black. 


During  its  stay,  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  had  a routine  of  arriving  at  its 
field  early  in  the  morning,  spending  the  day  voraciously  feeding  on  earth- 
worms, and  flying  off  downstream  at  around  15.00  hours,  presumably  to 
roost  with  the  Black-tailed  Godwits  around  Exminster  marshes  or  Powder- 
ham.  It  remained  in  the  area  until  heavy  snowfall  in  mid  December  caused 
its  feeding  ground  to  freeze  over. 


245  & 246.  Hudsonian  Godwit  Lirnosa  haernaslica,  alone  and  (below)  with  Ovstercatcher 
Haematopus  ostralegus  and  Black-tailed  Godwit  L.  hmosa.  Devon.  November  1981  (A.J.  Croucher) 
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Notes 


It  was  very  quiet  during  its  stay.  I heard  it  make  a noise  only  once:  a 
cackling  recalling  a Starling  Stumus  vulgaris,  directed  at  some  Black-tailed 
Godwits  flying  overhead.  As  with  many  vagrant  waders,  however,  it  was 
often  aggressive  to  nearby  waders,  and  was  frequently  seen  chasing  off 
Black-tailed  Godwits. 

Whether  this  individual  was  the  same  bird  as  at  Blacktoft  is  a matter  of 
personal  opinion.  Although  the  localities  are  some  400km  apart,  one  on  the 
East  Coast  and  the  other  in  the  Southwest,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
around  17%  of  Britain’s  wintering  Black-tailed  Godwits  are  found  on  the 
River  Exe,  and  that  this  was  the  species  with  which  this  transatlantic  wader 
was  in  company  at  Blacktoft.  Also,  both  sightings  involved  individuals  in 
adult  plumage.  Gary  Wright 

31  Vaughan  Avenue,  Southend-on-Sea,  Essex . 
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This  note  was  accepted  for  publication  in  December  1985,  but  held  over  pending  receipt  of 
the  typescript  concerning  the  original  Humberside  observations.  Eds 

Little  Whimbrel  in  Norfolk  The  coastal  path  which  extends  between 
Blakeney  and  Cley,  Norfolk,  runs  along  an  elevated  sea-wall  which  divides 
the  mud-flats  of  Blakeney  harbour  from  a series  of  rough  grazing  fields  on 
the  landward  side.  These  fields  prove  particularly  attractive  to  the  less 
estuarine  species  of  wader  which  occur  on  the  North  Norfolk  coast,  in 
particular  Lapwing  V anellus  vanellus , Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria , 
Curlew  Numenius  arquata , and  Whimbrel  N.  phaeopus. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  24th  August  1985,  P.  Antrobus,  JG,  RJW 
and  E.  J.  Whittaker  were  walking  along  this  sea-wall.  At  13.45  GMT,  at  a 
point  approximately  equidistant  between  Blakeney  and  Cley,  PA  and  RJW 
independently  noticed  a small  brown  wader  flying  low  above  the  surface  of 
one  of  the  rough  grazing  fields,  at  a distance  of  about  50m.  Unsure  of  its 
identity,  they  alerted  JG  and  EJW  to  its  presence,  and  all  four  observers 
watched  the  bird  through  binoculars  as  it  continued  its  flight  across  the 
field  and  alighted  alongside  a loose  feeding-flock  of  Lapwings,  Golden 
Plovers  and  Starlings  Stumus  vulgaris  at  the  far  end  of  the  field.  The  bird 
started  to  feed  actively,  occasionally  flying  short  distances  around  the  field, 
and  eventually  joining  up  with  a small  flock  of  Curlews  and  Whimbrels  also 
in  the  field. 

When  first  picked  up  in  flight,  it  was  obviously  a small  Numenius , with  its 
streaked  brown  plumage  and  relatively  long,  down-curved  bill.  The  most 
noticeable  feature,  however,  was  that  its  upperparts  were  wholly  brown, 
and  lacking  the  white  rump  of  its  more  familiar  congeners.  It  also  seemed  to 
have  paler  supercilia,  similar  to  Whimbrel,  and  first  thoughts  were  that  it 
could  be  a Whimbrel  of  the  North  American  subspecies  N.  p.  hudsonicus, 
which  does  not  show  a white  rump — yet  this  individual  seemed  too  small, 
and  its  bill  too  short  for  that  possibility.  When  it  landed,  a truer  impression 
of  its  size  was  obtained:  in  body  size  it  was  approximately  the  same  as,  or  a 
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little  smaller  than,  the  accompanying  Golden  Plovers,  but  with  relatively 
longer  bill  and  legs.  Under  closer  scrutiny  with  telescopes,  it  was  confirmed 
that  the  bird  did  have  paler  supercilia,  and  also  a paler  crown  stripe,  further 
emphasised  by  a dark  line  through  the  eye  and  a dark  lateral  crown  stripe. 
By  now,  it  was  apparent  that  it  was  either  a Little  Whimbrel  N.  minutus 


247  8c  248.  Little  Whimbrel  Numenius  minutus,  Norfolk,  August  1985  (David  M.  Cottridge) 
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or — extremely  unlikely  as  it  may  be — an  Eskimo  Curlew  N.  borealis.  Good 
views  in  flight  in  bright  sunshine  revealed  that  its  underwing  was  a warm 
bull  in  colour,  thus  eliminating  Eskimo  Curlew,,  which  shows  a cinnamon 
underwing.  Convinced  that  it  was  a Little  Whimbrel,  a species  PA,  JG  and 
RJW  were  all  familiar  with,  one  of  the  party  was  despatched  to  ‘Nancy’s 
Cafe’  in  Cley  to  spread  the  word  to  the  many  other  birders  in  the  area.  The 
bird  stayed  around  until  dusk,  feeding  almost  continually  and  occasionally 
flying  for  short  distances,  but  invariably  associating  with  Curlews  and 
Whimbrels,  and  allowing  good  views  for  the  assembled  crowds. 

The  following  day,  it  was  again  seen  in  the  same  area,  but  later  in  the  day 
it  flew  to  Cley,  where  it  fed  for  a short  time  in  the  Eye  field  before  moving 
farther  down  the  coast  to  Salthouse.  Thereafter,  it  seemed  to  divide  its  time 
between  Blakeney  and  Salthouse  until  its  last  reported  sighting  on  3rd 
September  1985.  During  its  11 -day  stay,  it  was  seen  by  several  hundred 
observers. 

The  following  description  is  compiled  from  notes  taken  by  JG  and  RJW: 


Jizz  An  obvious  Numenius,  resembling  small, 
slim,  short-billed  Whimbrel.  Appeared 
elegant  and  delicate  whilst  feeding,  and 
reminiscent  of  Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia 
longicauda  due  to  erect  carriage  and  ‘pump- 
action’  mode  of  feeding.  Marginally  smaller 
than  Golden  Plover  in  size;  bill  noticeably 
less  down-curved  than  Whimbrel’s,  and  pro- 
portionately shorter — estimated  to  be  l-P/4 
times  length  ofhead. 

head  Narrow  bullish  crown-stripe  extending 
from  base  of  bill  onto  rear  of  crown,  bordered 
by  dark  lateral  crown-stripe.  Prominent 
creamy  buff  supercilium,  and  dark  smudgy 
eye-stripe,  barely  noticeable  in  front  of  eye, 
but  broadening  slightly  beyond  eye  and 
terminating  on  ear-coverts.  Eye-stripe 
broken  immediately  before  and  after  eye, 
giving  appearance  of  thin  eye-ring.  Head 
otherwise  creamy  buff  and  unstreaked. 
Appeared  generally  pale-faced,  with  large, 
dark  eye. 

upperparts  Neck  finely  but  densely  streaked 
with  brown,  generally  washed  greyish  buff. 
Density  of  streaking  often  caused  appearance 
of  darker,  ill-defined  triangle  on  side  of  neck 
when  head  held  in  certain  position.  Mantle 
and  rump  noticeably  darker  brown  than 
neck,  with  bolder,  more  substantial  dark 


streaking  and  mottled  with  buff.  Tail  mid- 
brown, with  darker,  narrow,  evenly  spaced 
barring. 

wings  Appeared  long-winged,  with  black- 
looking primaries  and  long,  dark  tertials, 
broadly  edged  buff  with  prominent  noth- 
ings. Scapulars  dark  brown,  edged  with 
creamy  and  rufous-buff  spots.  Upperwing- 
coverts  dark  brown  with  broad  buff  edgings 
giving  ‘spangled’  appearance.  In  flight, 
upperwing-coverts  appeared  as  paler  wing- 
panel,  this  effect  being  emphasised  by  black 
primaries  and  very  dark  leading  edge  to 
wing.  Secondaries  dark  brown. 

underparts  Upper  breast  washed  greyish 
buff,  with  fine,  darker  streakings  which 
terminated  on  breast,  there  forming  indis- 
tinct pectoral  band.  Remainder  of  under- 
parts paler,  with  very  faint  huffish  wash. 
Indistinct  darker  streaking  in  form  of  short, 
thin,  evenly  spaced  bars  on  flanks  and  below 
carpal  joint  of  closed  wing.  Undertail-coverts 
washed  buffy  grey  with  darker  spots.  Under- 
wing-coverts warm  buff,  with  very  fine,  close 
brown  barring. 

bare  parts  Bill  dark  brown,  with  pinkish 
basal  half  to  lower  mandible.  Legs  and  feet 
pale  bluish  grey.  Eye  large  and  dark. 


With  reference  to  Prater  et  al.  (1977,  Guide  to  the  Identification  and  Ageing  oj 
Holarctic  Waders ),  the  bird  was  adjudged  to  be  a juvenile,  as  the  tertials 
lacked  the  ‘tiger  bars’  characteristic  of  adults  of  this  species,  the  broad  bulf 
edgings  and  notches  being  a feature  of  immatures.  Similarly,  the  scapulars 
of  an  adult  should  show  larger,  better-defined  creamy-white  spots.  The  bird 
was  considered  to  be  in  fresh  plumage,  again  indicative  of  a juvenile. 

When  the  Little  Whimbrel  was  first  sighted,  the  weather  was  warm  and 
bright,  with  fresh,  variable  (though  mostly  westerly)  winds:  conditions 
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which  haci  been  prevalent  for  several  days.  A study  of  the  weather  maps  for 
the  middle  two  weeks  of  August  1985  suggests  no  obvious  weather  pattern 
which  could  have  carried  a bird  whose  breeding  grounds  are  situated  in 
Eastern  Siberia  and  whose  wintering  grounds  are  in  Eastern  Indonesia  to 
Australia,  to  the  shores  of  Great  Britain.  When  the  bird  was  first  seen  to 
alight,  its  immediate  and  voracious  feeding  was  suggestive  of  its  having 
newly  arrived  following  a long  flight.  We  conjecture  that  the  bird  had  just 
arrived  from  Scandinavia,  having  rested  there  for  several  days  following  a 
'reverse  migration’  which  carried  it  over  the  North  Pole.  Indeed,  the  only 
other  reported  sightings  of  this  species  in  the  Western  Palearctic  tend  to 
suggest  that  the  species  undergoes  an  early  migration.  The  first  record  was 
from  Norway  on  14th  July  1969,  whilst  the  only  previous  record  for  Britain 
and  Ireland — a juvenile  at  Sker,  Mid  Glamorgan,  from  30th  August  to  6th 
September  1982  (Brit.  Birds  76:  438-445) — constitutes  almost  a carbon- 
copy occurrence  of  the  Norfolk  record,  since  both  conveniently  turned  up 
over  the  August  Bank  Holiday  weekend. 

We  are  grateful  to  D.  M.  Cottridge  for  supplying  the  accompanying 
photographs  (plates  247  & 248) 

Richard  j.  Walker  and  John  Gregory 
238  Ryebank  Road , Chorlton-cum- Hardy , Manchester  M21  ILL' 

We  have  consulted  John  Marchant,  whose  opinion  was  that  this  individual  was  ‘almost 
certainly  an  adult’.  Eds 


Feral  Rock  Dove  displaying  to  and  attempting  to  copulate  with 
corpse  of  another  On  27th  June  1983,  we  saw  a feral  Rock  Dove  Columba 
lima  alight  on  the  A65  trunk  road  in  the  centre  ofSettle,  North  Yorkshire,  as 
traffic  had  temporarily  halted  at  a crossing.  Almost  immediately,  however, 
it  was  killed  by  a car,  which  ran  over  its  head,  but  left  the  body  untouched 
with  the  wings  slightly  spread  and  supporting  the  torso,  which  was  tipped 
forward  on  to  the  sternum;  following  cars  avoided  the  corpse.  As  soon  as 
the  traffic  had  cleared,  a second  dove  alighted  by  the  corpse.  Clearly  a male, 
it  began  to  'parade'  by  the  headless  body,  puffing  out  its  chest  and  strutting 
back  and  forth.  Despite  receiving  no  response,  it  mounted  the  corpse  and 
engaged  in  vigorous  copulatory  movements.  It  was  so  stimulated  that  it  did 
not  move  when  cars  approached,  and  a small  queue  of  cars  built  up  as  the 
dove  went  through  its  energetic  performance.  It  then  flew  off.  We  sub- 
sequently examined  the  corpse,  which  appeared  to  be  close-ringed.  It  may. 
therefore,  have  been  exhausted  from  racing  at  the  time  it  made  its  fatal 
landing  on  the  road.  Evelyn  R.  Slavid  and  Julie  E.  Taylor 

14  Margaret  Road , Guildjord.  Surrey 

In  observations  of  blue  waxbills  L’raeginthus.  Derek  Goodwin  suggested  that  ‘males  in 
breeding  condition  may  respond  with  copulation  attempts  whenever  they  recognize  an 
“inability  to  resist”,  whether  this  inability  is  due  to  readiness  as  in  the  soliciting  female  or 
physical  weakness  as  in  the  fledgling  or  ill  bird.’  (Ibis  107:  307).  Eds 


Apparent  aerial  mating  by  Collared  Doves  At  about  1 7.00  GMT  on  16th 
April  1984,  at  West  Bagborough.  Taunton,  Somerset.  I saw  two  Collared 
Doves  Streptopeha  decaocto  perched  one  behind  the  other  on  a horizontal 
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branch  of  a Grecian  fir  Abies  cephalonica.  I was  standing  about  33  m from  the 
tree  and  the  branch  was  about  12  m up.  Suddenly,  one  of  the  doves, 
presumably  the  male,  mounted  the  other.  After  brief  contact,  the  presumed 
female  flew  about  10  m from  the  tree  and  then  almost  vertically  upwards  in 
a fluttering  flight;  she  was  followed  by  the  male  about  0.5  m behind  her. 
Having  ascended  about  4 m,  the  female  hovered  rather  clumsily  and,  as  she 
did  so,  was  mounted  by  the  male;  contact  was  maintained  for  three  or  four 
seconds  and  then  both  doves  flew  off;  no  calls  were  uttered  in  the  course  of 
this  behaviour.  A.  P.  Radford 

Crossways  Cottage,  West  Bagborough,  Taunton,  Somerset  TA43EG 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘Coition  by  Collared  Doves  is  normally  followed 
by  the  excitement  cry  being  uttered,  so  I wonder  if  this  was  actually  not  copulation  by  a pair. 

‘Perhaps  the  birds  were  an  adult  and  a fledged  young.  Many  young  birds,  when  they  first . 
start  to  fly  after  the  parents  or  to  fly  towards  them  when  begging  food  or  expecting  it,  often 
alight  on  the  parent  and  usually  then  slip  or  are  displaced  so  that  they  perch  near  or  beside  it.  I 
have  not  seen  this  happen  with  Collared  Dove,  but  have  with  Woodpigeon  Colutnba  palumbus 
and  the  domestic  Barbary  Dove  S.  risoria.  Young  doves,  when  begging  for  food,  sometimes 
jump  onto  a parent  for  a moment.  Perhaps  the  observer  happened  to  look  first  just  when  a 
young  dove,  which  had  just  been  fed  (or  refused),  its  parent  not  being  willing  to  feed  it  again, 
had  jumped  onto  the  parent’s  back.  The  parent  displaced  it  (by  moving  away),  and  then 
started  to  tower  up  in  display  flight  (perhaps  because  it  had  seen  another  Collared  Dove  flying 
near),  but  before  it  could  “flatten  out”  and  start  the  downward  glide,  the  importuning  young 
bird  flew  at  it  and  tried  to  alight  on  it  in  the  air. 

‘Alternatively,  if  the  birds  were  two  hostile  adults  (of  either  sex),  perhaps  the  observer  came 
in  when  one  bird  had  jumped  on  the  other’s  back.  Once  there,  if  the  other  was  temporarily 
exhausted  or  remained  still  for  any  other  reason,  the  copulation  reflex  might  have  “taken  over”. 
Or  the  observer  may  have  mistaken  hostile  for  copulatory  behaviour.  The  underdove  got  out, 
the  vertical  fluttering  flight  might  have  been  (as  suggested  above)  the  start  of  a display  flight, 
or  perhaps  the  weak  flight  of  a beaten  bird  (though  it  is  odd  that  it  should  fly  vertically 
upward) . The  other  flew  after  it  and  alighted  on  it  to  continue  the  fight  or  to  drive  the  other  off. 
This  behaviour  seems  less  likely  than  the  first,  but  if  two  adults  were  involved  then  I cannot 
think  of  a better. 

‘Ifeither  violence  or  sex  (or  both)  between  two  adults  was  involved,  we  are  faced  with  a “the 
dog  that  did  not  bark  in  the  night”  type  of  problem:  it  is  most  odd  that  the  excitement  cry  was 
never  uttered  by  either  bird.’  Eds 

Pallid  Swift  in  Dyfed  At  15.00  GMT  on  12th  November  1984,  I was 
walking  along  the  road  past  Tresinwen  Farm,  near  Strumble  Head,  Dyfed, 
when  a swift  Apus  appeared  overhead.  Both  the  late  date  and  the  preceding 
weather  conditions  (force  9 southerlies)  suggested  the  possibility  of  a Pallid 
Swift  A.  pallidus.  Owing  to  the  poor  light,  however,  I was  unable  to  see  any 
plumage  features  until  the  bird  flew  away  and,  as  it  dipped  below  a distant 
ridge,  I noted  the  pale  secondaries  panel  and  mouse-brown  plumage 
typical  of  Pallid  Swift,  which  frustratingly  strengthened  my  initial 
suspicions.  After  a short  wait,  I continued  on  to  Fishguard,  where  I 
telephoned  G.  H.  Rees  about  the  bird,  unfortunately  convinced  that  it  had 
‘got  away’. 

The  next  morning,  at  09.00  hours,  I was  walking  in  the  same  area  when 
the  swift  appeared  again.  This  time,  I had  slightly  better  views  than  the 
previous  evening,  and,  in  addition  to  confirming  the  features  noted  then,  I 
was  able  to  see  the  extensive  white  on  the  throat.  The  bird  then  disappeared 
and,  despite  a frantic  search,  I was  unable  to  relocate  it.  An  hour  later, 
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however,  it  reappeared  low  over  the  clifFin  front  of  the  sea-watch  shelter.  By 
now,  the  overcast  sky  had  cleared,  and  I obtained  views  down  to  1 m in 
excellent  light.  The  bird  remained  in  this  area  for  about  40  minutes,  and  I 
took  the  following  notes: 

size  and  structure  Similar  to  that  of  Swift  rest  of  upperparts.  but  several  had  pale  inner 
A.  apus , but  with  blunter  wing-tips.  webs. 

upperparts  f orehead  whitish,  paler  than  underparts  White  on  throat  more  extensive 
rest  of  upperparts.  Crown,  nape,  wing-  than  on  Swift,  and,  combined  with  pale  fore- 
coverts, mantle,  rump  and  tail  mouse-grey  head,  gave  pale  head-on  appearance, 
brown,  distinctly  paler  than  on  Swift.  With  Remainder  of  underbody  mouse-grey  brown, 
exception  of  tail,  all  these  areas  had  pale  with  pale  scaling,  similar  to  upperparts. 
scaling,  which  in  certain  light  gave  milky  Axillaries,  underwing-coverts  and  primaries 
appearance  to  plumage.  Secondaries  paler  dark,  contrasting  with  paler  secondaries;  this 
than  wing-coverts,  creating  pale  panel,  produced  obvious  pale  panel,  which  was 
although  this  was  not  as  noticeable  as  when  bird’s  most  conspicuous  feature, 
viewed  from  below.  Primaries  darker  than 

The  bird  disappeared  at  about  1 1.00  hours,  and  I was  unable  to  relocate 
it  despite  an  extensive  search.  I subsequently  learned  that  two  Pallid  Swifts 
had  been  seen  in  Dorset  two  days  earlier,  on  10th  November  {Brit.  Birds  78: 
563),  and  one  in  Kent  two  days  later,  during  14th- 16th  November  {Brit. 
Birds  79:  559),  clearly  indicating  that  there  had  been  an  influx  of  the  species 
at  the  time.  I hese  four  records  raised  the  British  and  Irish  total  to  six. 

Nick  Lethaby 
181  Deeds  Grove,  High  Wycombe . Buckinghamshire 

Trumpeter  Finch  in  Essex  At  about  08.00  GMT  on  21st  September  1985, 
I was  birding  in  the  area  known  as  Fisherman’s  Head  on  Foulness  Island, 
Essex.  The  weather  was  warm  and  calm  and  there  seemed  to  be  plenty  of 
activity,  with  many  Linnets  Carduelis  cannabina , Meadow  Pipits  Anthus 
pratensis  and  Reed  Buntings  Emberiga  schoeniclus  zipping  about.  As  I quickly 
scanned  through  a group  perched  on  wire  fencing,  30  m away,  a dumpy, 
bright  sandy-pink  bird  brought  me  to  a sudden  standstill.  With  the 
morning  sunlight  behind  me,  the  bird  positively  glowed  as  it  sat  head-on 
and  easily  stood  out  amongst  the  drabber  Linnets  and  pipits.  The  bird  was 
a lot  dumpier  and  heavier  than  a Linnet,  it  had  a heavy  bill  recalling 
Greenfinch  C.  chloris  or  Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  and  was  about  the  same 
size  as  a House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus. 
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I had  no  idea  as  to  its  identity . J ust  as  I focused  onto  it,  the  bird  flew  from 
the  fence,  passed  head-high  in  front  of  me  and  landed  on  top  ofa  blockhouse 
aerial,  no  more  than  20  m behind  me.  In  flight,  it  appeared  short-tailed  and 
bulky,  with  a large  head  that  recalled  a Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra.  The 
brightness  of  its  plumage  was  as  striking  as  that  of  a male  Crossbill,  but  was 
of  a different  tone,  being  far  more  washed  out  and  sandy — rather  similar  to 
the  breast  colour  of  an  autumn  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe. 


When  the  bird  landed  on  the  aerial  it  began  to  call,  and  it  was  this  that 
gave  me  my  first  suspicions  as  to  its  identity.  The  call  was  a loud,  far- 
carrying  and  drawn  out  ‘tzap’  note  of  highly  nasal  quality  and  was  quite 
unlike  anything  else  that  I have  heard.  The  nasal  tone  rang  a mental  note! 
The  bird  perched  up  against  the  sky,  still  facing  head-on,  and  repeatedly 
called  for  about  1 V2  minutes  before  it  flew  off  silently  towards  the  saltings  in 
the  company  of  Linnets  and  pipits.  It  was  never  seen  again. 

The  following  description  was  taken  in  the  field: 


size  and  structure  Bulky,  thickset  finch, 
far  heavier  than  accompanying  Linnets. 
Similar  size  to  House  Sparrow.  In  flight, 
heavy  body  and  large  head,  together  with 
short  tail,  recalled  Crossbill. 
upperparts  Head  uniform  sand-buff,  in 
which  the  small,  black  beady  eyes  noticeably 
stood  out.  At  close  range,  gentle  grey  suffu- 
sion noted  running  around  base  of  bill  to  eye 
and  passing  through  eye  to  rear  of  ear- 
coverts,  giving  somewhat  capped  effect  to 
forehead.  No  detailed  views  of  back  were 
obtained,  since  bird  always  perched  head-on, 


but  in  flight  appeared  uniformly  sandy 
brown  without  any  obvious  wingbars. 

underparts  Chin,  throat,  breast  and  belly 
unstreaked  sandy  buff,  same  colour  as  head, 
resembling  breast  colour  of  autumn 
Wheatear. 

bare  parts  Bill  large,  conical,  similar  to 
Bullfinch;  fleshy  grey  in  colour.  Legs  notice- 
ably pink.  Eye  small,  beady,  black. 

voice  Very  distinctive  and  quite  unlike  any- 
thing else  that  I had  ever  heard.  Loud  and 
far-reaching,  nasal  or  buzzing  ‘tzap’. 


This  constitutes  the  fifth  record  of  Trumpeter  Finch  Bucanetes  githagineus 
for  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  previous  ones  being  in  Suffolk  and  Sutherland 
in  May/June  1971  (Brit.  Birds  70:  45-49),  Orkney  in  May  1981  (Brit.  Birds 
76:  523)  and  West  Sussex  in  May  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79:  299-300). 

Gary  W right 
31  Vaughan  Avenue,  Southend-on-Sea,  Essex 


Ovenbird  in  Devon  On  21st  October  1985,  F.  Williams  found  a dead  bird 
lying  on  his  garden  path.  Puzzled  as  to  its  identification,  he  described  it  to 
K.  Partridge,  who  was  equally  baffled.  The  next  day,  K.  Partridge  received 
the  corpse  of  the  small  olive-and-white  bird,  which  had  spots  on  its  breast. 
When  he  described  the  bird  to  me  over  the  telephone,  it  sounded  interest- 
ing, so  I went  straight  around  to  his  house.  I was  amazed  to  find  the  body  of 
an  Ovenbird  Seiurus  aurocapillus.  It  was  immediately  recognisable,  with  its 
orange  crown,  olive  upperparts,  silver-white  underparts  and  black  spots  on 
breast  and  flanks. 

The  following  description  was  taken: 

size  Similar  to  plump  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  0nvaceus_  ‘Face’  plain,  except  for  white  eye- 
petrosus.  Weight  when  freshly  dead  22.0  g.  ring.  Lateral  crown  stripe  black/dark  brown, 
Wing  length  78  mm.  extending  from  lores  and  meeting  at  nape. 

upperparts  Head,  mantle  and  back  olive-  Central  crown  stripe  golden-bronze,  broken 
green,  but  rump  and  tail  bright  yellow/olive,  up  by  flecks  of  olive.  Wing-coverts  more 
similar  to  that  of  Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  brown/green  than  rest  of  body,  making  them 
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249  & 250.  Ovenbird  Seiurus  aurocapillus,  Devon,  October  1985  (Nick  Ward) 


darker.  Faint  wing-bars  created  by  pale  bull 
tips  to  median  and  greater  coverts.  Primaries 
and  secondaries  as  coverts. 
underparts  Silver-white,  except  flanks 
which  were  buff.  Black  streaks  formed  malar 
stripe,  which  merged  with  black  spots  which 
extended  from  sides  of  neck  and  seemed  to 
form  lines  down  breast,  on  to  flanks.  Under- 
wing-coverts pale  yellow. 
bare  parts  Bill  piiik/horn,  stout  and  almost 
thrush-like,  v.  ith  a few  bristles  on  either  side 
at  base  of  bill.  Eyes  black.  Legs  flesh-pink. 

This  bird  was  found  at  Spriddle- 
stone,  Wembury,  south  Devon. 
lVikm  inland  in  an  area  of  open 
cornfields,  hedges  and  scattered 
bushes.  The  garden  in  which  the 
bird  was  found  is  quite  large,  with 
overgrown  areas,  and  with  shrubs 
and  bushes  surrounding  it. 

Late  October  1985  was  amazing 
for  American  landbirds  around  the 
Plymouth  area,  with  Wilson’s 
Warbler  Wilsonia  pusilla  (record  still 
under  consideration)  and  Northern 
Parula  Parula  americana  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  580).  What  a pity  the  Ovenbird 
was  not  found  alive  as  well. 
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Of  the  three  previous  records  of  Ovenbird  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  one 
was  based  merely  on  a wing  found  on  the  tideline  at  Formby,  Lancashire, 
on  4th  January  1969  (Brit.  Birds  63:  289),  and  another  was  also  found  dead, 
at  Lough  Carra  Forest,  Co.  Mayo,  on  8th  December  1977  (Brit.  Birds  74: 
491).  The  only  one  seen  alive  was  on  Out  Skerries,  Shetland,  on  7th-8th 
October  1973  (Brit.  Birds  68:  453-455).  Nick  Ward 

19  Gillwell  Avenue,  Plymstock , Plymouth,  Devon  PL98PB 

Announcements 


KOWA  prizes  for  BIY  winners  We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  the 
sponsors  of  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year,  Kowa  telescopes,  have  offered 
additional  prizes.  The  top  three  artists  in  the  1988  competition  will  each  be 
presented  with  a Kowa  telescope.  As  the  star  prize,  the  illustrator  achieving 
first  place  will  be  able  to  choose  either  a Kowa  TSN-1  or  Kowa  TSN-2 
telescope.  The  second-prize  winner  will  receive  a Kowa  telescope  with  zoom 
lens,  and  the  third-prize  winner  a Kowa  telescope  with  20X  eyepiece.  All 
three  telescopes  will  be  supplied  with  carrying  cases.  The  three  winners 
will,  of  course,  also  receive  the  usual  cash  prizes  of  £100,  £40  and  £25. 

Topography  charts  As  a service  to  readers,  we  have  repeated  the  British 
Birds  standard  topography  charts  on  pages  xi  & xii,  in  a form  which  allows 
them  to  be  pulled  out  and  used  as  a handy  notebook  insert  for  reference  in 
the  field.  We  have  also  taken  the  opportunity  to  update  the  charts,  which 
were  originally  published  in  an  editorial  in  June  1981  (Brit.  Birds  74: 
239-242):  ‘crown-stripe’  now  becomes  the  more  explicit  ‘median  crown- 
stripe’,  and  the  useful  term  ‘gonydeal  angle’  is  included  for  the  first  time. 
Other  minor  changes  have  been  made  to  the  drawings  to  make  them  clearer 
and  more  accurate. 

We  are  .delighted  that  the  British  Birds  charts  have  been  repeated  or 
closely  followed  in  many  identification  books  and  other  publications  here 
and  abroad,  furthering  one  of  the  main  aims  of  the  original  editorial,  which 
was  to  standardise  topographical  terminology  in  identification  literature. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  continue  to  allow  these  British  Birds  charts  to  be 
repeated  in  other  publications,  provided  due  acknowledgment  is  given. 

‘BB’  trip  to  Thailand  The  dates  of  this  visit  (Brit.  Birds  80:  336,  385-386, 
440)  are  now  firmly  fixed  for  5th-22nd  March  1988.  If  you  would  like  to  be 
one  of  the  eight  BB  subscribers  joining  Phil  Round  and  Tim  Sharrock  on 
this  trip,  please  write  NOW  to  BB  Thailand  trip  1988,  Fountains,  Park 
Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

‘BWP’  vol.  V We  have  just  been  informed  by  Oxford  University  Press  that 
publication  of  the  fifth  volume  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  ‘is  likely  to  be 
delayed  until  January  1988’.  The  special  offers  noted  last  month  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  439)  are  still  available  (exclusively  to  British  Birds  readers),  but 
purchasers  will  wish  to  note  the  possibility  of  a delay  in  publication. 
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New  books  in  British  BirdShop  As  well  as  the  special  offers  which  are 
still  available  concerning 

I he  ‘British  Birds’  Field  Guide  Collection  (see  page  440  in  September  issue)  and  ‘BWP’ 
vols.  1-V  (see  page  439  in  September  issue) 

the  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British  BirdShop  list  this 
month: 

Ali  The  Fall  of  a Sparrow 

Clews,  Heryet  & Trodd  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire , Buckinghamshire.  Hertfordshire  and 
Oxfordshire 

Harbard  A Bird-watcher’s  Quiz  Book 

Harrison,  G.,  & Sankey  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  the  West  Midlands 
Lack  The  Allas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World 
Saunders  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales 

Taylor,  Wheatley  & Prater  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Kent.  Surrey  and  Sussex 

Please  order  all  your  books  through  British  BirdShop.  This  helps  to 
subsidise  British  Birds , adding  extra  pages  and  photographs  to  every  issue  of 
the  magazine.  Thank  you.  Please  use  the  forms  on  pages  xv  and  xvi. 


Twitchett,  Stringwell  & Co.  Last 
Christmas,  Chris  Harbard  enter- 
tained us  with  his  Evenings  at  the  Coot 
& Corncrake.  More  quizzes,  and 
deliberate  mistakes  by  the  regulars 
of  the  famous  pub,  are  served  up  for 
this  year  in  A Bird-watcher's  Quiz 
Book , £2.95  from  British  BirdShop 
(see  pages  xv  & xvi). 


IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Applied  Ornithology  meeting  This 
Committee  of  the  International  Ornithological  Congress,  set  up  in  Ottawa 
in  1986  to  encourage  research  on  practical  and  conservation  aspects  of 
ornithology,  had  its  first  formal  meeting  at  the  International  Council  for 
Bird  Preservation  conference  in  Visegrad.  Hungary,  in  May  1987.  The 
Committee  consists  of  25  ornithologists  from  all  over  the  world,  and  has  two 
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co-chairmen,  Dr  Russell  Peterson  (USA)  and  Professor  Dr  Valery  Ilyichev 
(USSR).  On  the  basis  of  suggestions  made  by  members  of  the  Committee, 
and  by  a number  of  other  scientists,  it  was  decided  to  recommend  for 
inclusion  in  the  programme  of  the  IOC  in  New  Zealand  in  1990  a plenary 
session  on  bird  conservation.  The  following  symposia  topics  were  proposed: 
problems  of  collisions  between  birds  and  man-made  objects  (aircraft, 
powerlines,  cars,  lighthouses);  transmission  of  diseases  to  man,  agricultural 
animals  and  wild  species,  by  birds;  population  explosions  in  wild  bird 
species  (their  causes,  ecology,  genetics,  population  dynamics  and  control); 
and  international  bird  conservation.  The  Committee  also  supported 
suggested  symposia  on  control  of  damage  by  birds  to  agriculture,  and  on 
captive  breeding  of  wild  bird  species. 

Requests 


Binocular  and  telescopes  survey,  IV  Our  first  three  surveys  of  subscribers’  opinions  of 
their  binoculars  and  telescopes  were  in  1978,  1982  and  1984  (Brit.  Birds  71:  429-439;  76: 
155-161;  78:  167-175).  The  results  are  always  so  interesting  and  useful  in  showing  bird- 
watching trends  that  we  now  repeat  such  surveys  at  regular  intervals.  The  survey  form  for  the 
fourth  is  in  this  issue  (see  page  xiii)  and  we  hope  that  BB  subscribers  will  again  help  us  by 
completing  and  returning  this  form  to  us:  Readership  Survey,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Readership  survey  On  the  back  of  the  ‘Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey’  form  (see  above), 
you  will  find  a short  questionnaire  covering  personal  details  of  your  ornithological  member- 
ship, financial,  buying  and  reading  habits.  Please  help  us  by  completing  this  form  and 
returning  it  to  us.  We  shall  be  using  an  analysis  of  the  information  ( not  individual  replies)  ( 1 ) to 
assist  us  in  attracting  the  advertising  which  subsidises  the  illustrations,  papers  and  notes  in 
every  issue,  and  (2)  to  adjust  the  contents  of  the  magazine  in  line  with  the  likes  and  dislikes  of 
our  readers. 

Please  help  us  by  completing  and  returning  the  form  on  page  xiv.  Everyone  who  does  so  will 
be  entered  in  a draw  for  a FREE  ONE-YEAR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ‘BRI  TISH  BIRDS’— 
the  senders  of  the  first  three  completed  forms  drawn  on  15th  November  will  each  be  credited 
with  a year’s.  free  subscription,  for  use  by  them  or  a friend  at  once  or  any  time  in  the  future. 


Records  of  potential  new  species  for  Britain  The  Rarities  Committee  (and,  subsequently, 
the  British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee)  wish  to  receive  unsubmitted  records  of 
all  rare  species  currently  in  Category  D of  the  British  and  Irish  list.  These  are  as  follows: 


White  Pelican  Pelecanus  onocrotalus 
Greater  Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  ruber  roseus 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  Bucephala  islandica 
Bald  Eagle  Haliaeetus  leucocephalus 
Saker  Falco  cherrug 
Northern  Flicker  Colaptes  auratus 
Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  solitarius 
Snowfinch  Montijringilla  nivalis 


Palm  Warbler  Dendroica palmarum 
Lark  Sparrow  C.hondestes  grammacus 
Chestnut  Bunting  Emberiza  rutila 
Red-headed  Bunting  E.  bruniceps 
Blue  Grosbeak  Guiraca  caerulea 
Indigo  Bunting  Passerina  cyanea 
Painted  Bunting  P.  ciris 


We  should  also  like  outstanding  records  of  other  species  with  a potential  for  Category  A or 


Category  D status,  such  as  the  following: 
Dalmatian  Pelican  Pelecanus  crispus 
Ross’s  Goose  Anser  rossii 
Falcated  Duck  Anas  jalcata 
Cape  Teal  A: capensis 
Marbled  Duck  Alarmaronetta  angustirostris 
Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  qfjinis 
White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala 


Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo 
Northern  Mockingbird  Mimus  polyglottos 
Lazuli  Bunting  Passerina  amoena 
Yellow- headed  Blackbird  Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  Molothrus  ater 
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All  currently  unsubmitted  records  are  welcome,  even  il  it  is  suspected  (or  proven)  that  the 
bird  was  an  escape  from  captivity,  in  which  case  this  should  be  stated  on  the  record  form.  It  is 
only  by  collecting;  all  records,  including  those  of  escapes,  that  the  true  status  of  a species  in  Britain 
may  become  apparent.  It  is  appreciated  by  the  Rarities  Committee  that  Red-headed  Bunting 
has  been  by  far  the  most  frequently  recorded  of  these  species.  In  order  to  obtain  as  full  a picture 
as  possible,  and  to  ease  the  burden  on  both  observers  and  the  Committee,  records  of  adult  male 
Red-headed  Buntings  need  to  be  accompanied  by  only  brief,  pertinent  supporting  details. 
Records  of  female  and  immature  Red-headed  Buntings  will,  however,  require  to  be  supported 
by  full  descriptions,  as  will  records  of  all  of  the  other  species  listed. 

Please  send  all  records  to  the  BBRC  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers,  4 Pentland  Flats,  St 
Mary’s,  Isles  ofScilly  TR21  OHY. 

Corpses  of  rarities  Despite  the  opinion  of  most  observers,  dead  rarities  can  be  of  value!  The 
Rarities  Committee  and  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History)  would  greatly  appreciate 
corpses  and  remains  of  rarities  being  forwarded  to  P.  R.  Colston,  British  Museum  (Natural 
History),  Akeman  Street,  I ring,  Hertfordshire  HP.’:!  6AP.  Record  submissions  concerning  such 
specimens  should  continue  to  be  sent  to  the  BBRC!  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers.  4 Pentland 
Hats,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  ofScilly  TR2I  OHY,  and  should  contain  reference  to  the  remains  having 
been  sent  to  Tring. 
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Alike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of ‘British  Birds’ 


Help  for  cranes  People  are  so  often  knock- 
ing French  hunting  organisations  (often  with 
good  reason)  that  it  makes  a pleasant  change 
to  say  something  good  about  them.  We  were 
very  glad  to  learn  of  their  co-operation  with 
several  protection  groups  in  setting  aside 
5,800  ha  as  the  Poteau  Nature  Reserve  in  the 
Gironde-Landes  Region.  One  million  francs 
has  been  allocated  for  its  development,  and 
financial  support  from  the  EEC  will  be  forth- 
coming. The  area  is  particularly  important 
as  a stop-over  for  migrant  Cranes  Grus grus. 

And  from  China  ...  A postcard  from  John 
Andrews  of  the  RSPB’s  Conservation  Man- 
agement Advisory  Unit,  sent  from  China, 
brought  mouth-watering  news  of  cranes — 
and  somewhat  less  tasty  comments  about 
eating  dogs.  We  hope  to  bring  news  ofjohn’s 
exploits  shortly;  as  they  say,  watch  this 
space! 

O tempora  The  RSPB  received  much 
publicity  over  its  1987  Kestrel  Falco 
tinnunculus  watch  at  Peterborough  Cathedral, 
but  not  all  of  it  was  entirely  accurate.  No  less 
august  an  organ  than  The  Times  spoke  of ‘A 


nesting  kestrel  . . . with  two  chickens  aged 
about  one  month  which  are  being  observed 
by  a video  camera  as  they  take  their  first  steps 
towards  flight’.  Our  thanks  to  David  War- 
wick of  Gwent  who  spotted  this  one. 

Of  fish  and  men  There  is  really  no  good 
reason  why  birds  and  fishermen  should  not 
all  get  along  together,  at  least  in  theory;  and 
yet  there  have  been,  and  still  are,  many  areas 
of  conflict.  In  the  recent  past,  some  angling 
journalists  have  been  less  than  fair  to  the 
interests  of  birds  and  bird  conservation;  to  be 
honest,  some  others  have  been  very  con- 
structive and  thoughtful.  It  still  comes  as  a 
most  welcome  blast  of  fresh  air.  though,  to 
read  Peter  Lapslev’s  sensible  thoughts  in 
Shooting  Times  (July  23rd-29th.  1987)  on  the 
joint  British  Ecological  Society/Scottish 
Freshwater  Group's  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  their  one-day  meeting  at  the 
University  of  Stirling  in  October  1985. 
Eleven  papers  considered  various  aspects  of 
wildlife  problems  in  relation  to  freshwater 
angling,  covering  a wide  range  of  familiar 
topics.  Lapsley  discusses  these,  recognises 
that  there  are  many  problems  which  anglers 
should  learn  more  about  and  help  to  solve 
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and  recommends  that  all  fishermen  should 
take  heed  of  the  report  and  respond  posi- 
tively. Good  for  him:  we  hope  his  angling 
friends  follow  his  timely  and  most  sensible 
advice.  It  would  be  no  bad  thing  if  more  of  us 
learned  more  about  it  all  too:  ‘Angling  and 
W ildlife  in  Fresh  Waters’  is  available  (for 
£9.70  including  p & p)  from  the  Institute  of 
Terrestrial  Ecology,  Merlewood  Research 
Station,  Grange  over  Sands,  Cumbria  laii 
6JU. 

List  of  Dutch  Bird  Species  This  new 
checklist  from  Arnoud  van  den  Berg  covers 
all  412  species  recorded  in  the  Netherlands 
between  1800  and  15th  June  1987.  Dutch, 
English  and  scientific  names  are  used 
throughout,  and  the  list  is  briefly  annotated 
with  comments  on  the  status  of  species  there. 
Did  you  know,  for  example,  that  there 
has  been  only  one  Ring-billed  Gull  and  that 
Great  Northern  Diver  is  an  official  Dutch 
rarity?  This  A4-sized  booklet  is  available  at 
DFL15  (including  p & p)  from  Arnoud  van 
den  Berg,  Duinlustparkweg  98,  2082EG, 
Santpoort-Zuid,  Netherlands.  (MB) 

Breeding  Asiatic  Dowitchers  An  un- 
expected bonus  for  the  participants  on  the 
recent  Sunbird  tour  to  Siberia  and  Mongolia 
was  a breeding  pair  of  Asiatic  Dowitchers 
Limnodromus  semipalmatus  on  the  outskirts  of 
Irkutsk.  The  pair  was  one  of  eight  found  by 
local  ornithologist  Yuri  Durnev  in  the 
marshy  meadows  close  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Irkut  and  Angara  Rivers.  In  the  early 
1980s,  4,000-4,500  were  found  breeding  in 
the  delta  of  the  Selenga  River  on  the  southern 
shores  of  Lake  Baikal,  but,  as  this  area 
cannot  be  visited  by  foreign  birdwatchers, 
the  Irkutsk  find  makes  breeding  Asiatic 
Dowitchers  accessible  for  perhaps  the  first 
time.  Sadly,  the  area  is  under  threat  of 
drainage  for  development,  though  local  con- 
servationists are  fighting  this  at  present. 
Let’s  hope  they  succeed. 

‘The  Conservation  of  International 
Flyway  Populations  of  Waders’  is  a new 

supplement  to  the  Wader  Study  Group 
Bulletin  series.  This  collection  of  24  papers 
has  arisen  from  a W orkshop  held  as  part  of 
the  W'SG  annual  meeting  near  Edinburgh  in 
September  1986.  It  is  published  jointly  with 
the  International  Waterfowl  Research 
Bureau  and  is  intended  to  compare  the 
methods  used  to  study  and  conserve  wader 
flyways  on  a world  scale,  and  to  identify  the 


gaps  remaining  in  our  knowledge.  Copies  are 
available  (£5.00  including  p & p)  from 
Wader  Study  Group,  c/o  Dr  N.  C.  Davidson, 
Nature  Conservancy  Council,  Northminster 
House,  Peterborough  PEI  1L'.\.  (MB) 

Footpaths  What  would  you  do  if  the 
footpath  you  were  using  was  obstructed,  or 
badly  signed?  Even  if  you  wish  to  know  where 
your  local  paths  are,  Peter  Trevelyan 
suggests  that  you  should  first  get  the  latest 
version  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  ‘Pathfinder’ 
map.  These  maps,  at  a scale  of  1:25,000 
(approximately  2.5  inches  to  the  mile)  show 
details  of  paths  and  field  boundaries. 

Then,  as  a guide  to  rights  of  access  in  the 
countryside,  write  to  the  Countryside* 
Commission,  Publications  Despatch  Depart- 
ment, 19/23  Albert  Road,  Manchester  \119 
2EQ,  for  a free  copy  of ‘Out  in  the  Country’ 
(ref.  CCP  186).  This  booklet  is  a mine  of 
information,  publications  and  addresses,  and 
will  tell  you  how  to  pursue  any  problems  with 
your  local  highway  authority. 

Mr  Trevelyan,  of  Travers  Morgan  Plan- 
ning, is  carrying  out  footpath  research  for  the 
Countryside  Commission. 

John  Heath  (1922-1987)  British 
naturalists  will  be  sad  to  hear  of  the  death  in 
July  of  the  internationally  renowned  lepi- 
dopterist,  John  Heath.  He  was  Head  of  the 
Biological  Records  Centre  during  1979-82, 
and  the  definitive  ten-volume  work  The  Moths 
and  Butterflies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  edited 
by  him  is  still  in  the  process  of  being  com- 
pleted. He  had  many  contacts  with  ornitho- 
logical colleagues  and  was  ever-helpful.  His 
advice,  based  on  his  entomological  exper- 
ience, was  invaluable  in  the  formation  of  the 
European  Ornithological  Atlas  Committee. 
Those  who  knew  him  will  all  miss  his  friend- 
ship. (JTRS) 

Tenerife  atlas  The  Instituto  de  Estudios 
Canarios  has  just  published  the  Atlas  de  las 
Aves  Nidificantes  en  la  Isla  de  Tenerije  by  Dr 
Aurelio  Martin.  This  breeding  bird  atlas  uses 
the  standard  three  sizes  of  dot  to  show  bird 
distributions  within  the  largest  of  the  Canary 
Islands,  Tenerife.  The  text  is  wholly  in 
Spanish,  but  everyone  with  an  interest  in  the 
Canary  Islands  or  who  may  be  visiting 
Tenerife  on  holiday  will  wish  to  refer  to  this 
book.  The  maps  are  half-page  size  and  very 
clear;  the  species  are  illustrated  by  line- 
drawings;  and  the  use  of  scientific  names 
with  text  and  map  makes  it  easy  for  the 
birdwatcher  who  does  not  speak  Spanish  to 
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use  this  book,  either  lor  reference  or  on  the 
spot  to  go  straight  to  the  best  areas  for  Pinzon 
Azul  Fringilla  teydea , Camachuelo 
I rompetero  Bucanetes  githagineus , Paloma 
Rabiche  Columba  junoniae  or  other  Canary 
Islands  specialities.  It  is  obtainable,  price 
1,414  pesetas  (inch  p & p),  from  Libreria 
‘Goya’,  Perez  Galdos  6,  PO  Box  1(3.050, 
Santa  Cruz  de  Tenerife,  Canary  Islands. 


Ushant  1 he  latest,  8 1 -page  Bulletin  du  Centre 
Ormlhologique  d’Ouessant  (volume  3,  covering 
1 986)  has  just  been  published  and,  although 
wholly  in  French,  will  be  of  especial  interest 
to  Scilly  regulars.  It  is  obtainable,  price 
FF30.00  4-  FF  13.50  postage,  from  Le  Direc- 
teur,  Parc  Naturel  Regional  d’Armorique, 
Menez  Meur,  Hanvec,  29224  Daoulas, 
France.  ( JTRS ) 


between  the  ‘macho’  hunters  who  destroy 
annually  over  4,000,000  assorted  migrants  in 
the  ‘Turtle  Dove  season’  and  the  diversity  of 
species  and  numbers  that  can  be  seen  in  the 
Greek  part  of  the  island.  It  was  good  to  see  a 
strong  Dutch  presence,  and  Vincent  van  den 
Berk  outlined  the  results  of  surveys  of  the 
numbers  of  waders  migrating  through  two 
Turkish  estuaries.  Bish  Brown  and  Stan 
Howe  described  birdwatching  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  and  elicited  discussions  on  the  effects  on 
bird  populations  of  the  Gulf  War.  Despite  the 
variety  of  talks  from  the  purely  scientific  to 
more  relaxed  birdwatching  in  the  Middle 
East,  it  was  good  to  see  that  all  speakers  were 
keen  to  stress  the  need  to  engender  the 
interest  of  local  people  in  the  conservation  of 
their  birds.  OSME  can  be  contacted  c/o 
The  Lodge,  Sandv,  Bedfordshire  SGI9  2DL. 

(MB) 

Aberdeenshire  recorder  Mike  limes  is 
still  the  recorder  for  Grampian  (except 
Moray).  Our  recent  announcement  (Brit. 
Birds  DO:  431)  was  incorrect:  Brian  Stewart  is 
responsible  for  rarity  liaison.  Mike  Innes’ 
address  is  106a  Queens  Street.  Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire  \B4  t.TY. 


Martins  Riparia  riparia  have  fared  quite  well, 
thanks  to  the  fine  weather  in  early  spring,  as 
have  those  species  which  depend  on  a good 
caterpillar  crop  to  feed  their  young.  The  later 
migrants,  especially  Swifts  Apus  apus.  and 
the  other  hirundines,  seem  to  have  done 
much  less  well,  with  a low  successful  fledging 
rate,  and  some  resident  species  such  as 
Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  have  also  suf- 
fered . 

Birds  out  of  place  or  time,  like  the  weather. 


OSME  gains  strength  Well  over  90  people 
attended  the  AGM  and  summer  meeting  of 
the  Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East 
at  the  Natural  History  Museum,  London,  on 
4th  July,  the  hottest  day  of  the  year  thus  far. 
Bill  Oddie  first  cleared  his  own  doubts  as  to 
whether  Cyprus  w'as  actually  in  the  OSME 
region  and  then  stressed  the  contrast 

Monthly 

reports 

Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports. 

not  authenticated  records 

The  dates  in  this  report  refer  tojune  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

Unseasonal  weather  and  birds 

Fhis  month,  the  weather  was  cooler  and 
wetter  than  average.  The  air  flowing  across 
Britain  and  Ireland  came  from  cold  northerly 
air  masses  as  anticyclones  persisted  in  mid 
Atlantic  from  4th  to  26th,  with  the  depres- 
sions tracking  eastwards,  but  further  south 
than  normal.  First  indications  are  that  the 
early  arriving  migrants  such  as  Sand 
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251.  Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melano- 


cephala , Kent,  June  1987  (David  Tipling) 
were  a Goosander  Mergus  merganser  on 
Breydon  Water  (Norfolk),  24  to  26  Brent 
Geese  Branta  bemicla  at  Gibraltar  Point 
(Lincolnshire)  all  month,  a single  Crane 
Grus  grus  on  Fair  Isle,  Exnaboe  and  Aith 
(Shetland)  on  4th,  5th  and  8th  respectively, 
another  over  Bath  (Avon)  on  26th,  and  two 
together  at  Hanningfield  and  Fingringhoe 
(Essex)  on  1 1th  and  14th,  while  two  juveniles 
were  apparently  set  for  the  summer  near 
Elgin  (Grampian).  Amongst  the  smaller 
birds,  there  were  single  Ring  Ouzels  Turdus 
torquatus  at  Minsmere  (Suffolk)  on  19th,  on 
Fair  Isle  from  29th-30th,  Redwings  T.  iliacus 
at  the  same  localities  on  13th  and  24th,  and 
Fieldfares  T.  pilaris  on  Bodmin  Moor 
(Cornwall)  on  three  dates  and  at  St  Abbs 
(Borders)  on  two.  Shore  Larks  Eremophila 
alpestris  appeared  at  Lowestoft  (Suffolk)  on 
4th,  and  on  Noss  (Shetland)  on  14th.  Re- 
turning Red-necked  Grebes  Podiceps 
grisegena  were  rather  early  in  the  Forth 
(Lothian),  with  one  at  Gosford  on  10th,  and 
two  at  Gullane  on  16th.  Another  at  Slapton 
(Devon)  from  21st  may  perhaps  have  sum- 
mered in  Britain. 

The  weather  pattern  changed  after  27th: 
the  depressions  narrow-tracking  to  the  north 
allowed  hot  southerly  air  to  arrive  over  the 
south  of  England,  and  temperatures  rose 
dramatically  there  by  8°C  or  more.  This  hot 
air  brought  Britain  and  Ireland’s  fourth 
Spanish  Sparrow  Passer  hispaniolensis  to 
Flamborough  Head  (Humberside)  where  it 
was  watched  for  a minute  on  28th.  The 
previous  day,  a fine  male  Black-headed 


Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala  had  been  at 
Dungeness  (Kent)  (plate  251),  while  29th 
saw  a Roller  Coracias  garrulus  over  Wroxham 
(Norfolk),  -and  three  Bee-eaters  Merops 
apiaster  on  Guernsey  (Channel  Islands),  the 
day  after  another  at  Martham  Broad  (Nor- 
folk). Earlier  in  the  month,  there  had  been 
reports  of  six  of  these  sunny  fly-catchers  at 
Trevose  Head  (Cornwall)  on  15th,  and  at 
Deal  (Kent)  on  20th,  with  a single  unusually 
far  north  at  Montrose  (Tayside)  on  4th,  and 
again  the  next  morning  at  nearby  Bridge  of 
Dun.  More  typical  was  another  over  Benacre 
(Suffolk)  on  13th. 

Small  migrants  and  vagrants 
Golden  Orioles  Oriolus  oriolus  were  wide- 
spread from  Devon  and  Guernsey  to 
Gwynedd  and  Shetland,  and  a Hoopoe 
Upupa  epops  frequented  gardens  in  Wrays- 
bury  (Berkshire)  from  22nd.  Scattered 
sightings  of  Bluethroats  Luscinia  svecica 
continued  to  be  reported  (plates  257  & 258). 
Particularly  exciting  were  male  Black-eared 
Wheatears  Oenanthe  hispanica  at  Farlington 
(Hampshire)  on  5th,  and  on  Bodmin  Moor 
on  12th  and  13th  (plate  252).  Less  aestheti- 
cally pleasing,  but  almost  unprecedented, 
was  the  female  Pied  Wheatear  0.  pleschanka 
at  Treeton  Reservoir,  near  Sheffield  (South 
Yorkshire),  from  6th  to  10th. 


252.  Black-eared  W heatear  Oenanthe  hispan- 
ica, Cornwall,  June  1987  (Richard  G.  Smith) 


A Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris  was  at 
Cley  (Norfolk)  from  24th-26th,  while  in 
Lothian  four  breeding  pairs  of  Yellow 
Wagtails  Motacilla Jlava  was  a record.  One  of 
these  females  showed  characteristics  of  the 
race  thunbergi,  known  as  Grey-headed 
Wagtail,  a superb  male  of  which  also  turned 
up  on  Lundy  (Devon)  on  2nd. 

By  June,  most  warblers  have  finished 
moving.  Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus 
palustris,  however,  are  one  of  our  latest 
summer  arrivals:  on  9th,  there  were  singles  at 
Mill  Street  (Norfolk),  and  Landguard  (Suf- 
folk) (astonishingly  only  that  county’s 
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253.  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus, 


Grampian,  June  1987  (Roy  Ingleston) 
second  ever  record),  on  13tli  at  Dungeness 
and  Spurn  (Humberside),  and  later  in  the 
month  on  North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney)  and 
Fair  Isle.  A Great  Reed  Warbler  A. 
arundinaceus  skulked  at  Frakkafield  (Shet- 
land) from  15th,  while,  continuing  May’s 
run,  male  Subalpine  Warblers  Sylvia 
cantillans  turned  up  on  Lundy,  from  3 1st  May 
to  4th,  at  Pennington  Flash  (Greater  Man- 
chester) on  8th,  and  at  Landguard  from  8th 
to  10th.  An  Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais 
icterina  was  seen  on  the  island  of  Tiree 
(Strathclyde)  on  3rd,  and  a Greenish 
Warbler  Phylloscopus  Irochiloides  reached  Fair 
Isle  on  26th.  For  the  third  summer,  a single 
Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca  returned 
to  The  Gobbins  (Co.  Antrim).  A good  move- 
ment of  Scarlet  Rosefinches  Carpodacus 
erythrinus  through  the  Northern  Isles — at 
least  ten  on  Fair  Isle  to  14th,  with  others  in 
Orkney  and  Shetland — included  several  red 
males,  while  St  Agnes  (Scilly)  held  a singing 
male  from  16th  to  at  least  19th.  Red- 
breasted Flycatchers  Ficedula  pana 
appeared  at  Lerwick  (Shetland)  on  1st, 
Holm  (Orkney)  on  6th,  and  Edav  (Orkney) 
on  9th.  Papa  Westray  (Orkney)  held  an 
Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana  on  19th. 
and  Kergord  plantation  (Shetland)  a Haw- 
finch Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  on  8th.  Male 
Rustic  Buntings  E.  rustica  wandered  to 
Tiree  on  4th,  and  Fair  Isle  on  4th  and  5th, 
this  latter  missing  a potential  mate  by  three 
days.  Staying  in  Shetland,  the  islands  had 
their  second  White-throated  Sparrow' 
Zonotrichia  albicollis  of  the  spring,  one  at 
Kergord  on  16th  (plate  256),  following  one  at 
Norwick  from  13th  to  15th  May.  Five  Turtle 
Doves  Streptopelia  turtur  were  on  Fair  Isle  on 
5th:  others  in  Scotland  appeared  at  Stenness 
(Orkney)  on  17th  and  St  Abbs  on  10th. 

There  were  half  a dozen  Red-backed 
Shrikes  Laniiis  collurio  reported  along  the 
English  east  coast,  one  at  St  Abbs  on  1 1th. 


three  on  Hoy  (Orkney)  on  4th,  and  at  least 
eight  through  Fair  Isle  in  the  first  half  of  the 
month.  A Lesser  Grey  Shrike  L.  minor 
turned  up  briefly  at  Withall  (Hereford  & 
Worcester)  on  4th,  and  a female  Woodchat 
Shrike  L.  senators  Holme  (Norfolk)  from  8th 
to  1 0th  was  the  first  for  that  county  for  several 
years. 

Adult  Rose-coloured  Starlings  Stumus 
roseus  frequented  Stalham  (Norfolk)  and  a 
distillery  near  Dufftown  (Grampian)  from 
mid  month  (plate  253),  and  eight  or  nine 
Crossbills  Loxia  curvirostra  arrived  at 
Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire),  scattered 
through  the  month. 

Good  numbers  of  Swifts  were  noted 
moving  along  the  English  east  coast  on  6th 
and  7th.  and  again  from  28th  to  30th:  Spurn 
recorded  more  than  13,000  on  these  three 
days,  as  well  as  an  early  hirundine  passage 
with,  for  example,  230  Sand  Martins  on 
29th. 


Waders 

Star  event  of  the  month  was  the  first 
successful  breeding  in  Britain  since  1945 
(itself  a first)  of  Black- winged  Stilts 
Himantopus  himantopus.  The  pair  which 
arrived  at  Holme  on  1 7th  May  lost  no  time  in 
settling  down  (plates  254  & 255),  their  three 
eggs  hatching  on  15th  and  16th.  and.  despite 
the  cold  and  w'et,  all  three  chicks  survived  to 
the  month  end  (though  one  disappeared  soon 
after).  Singles  were  also  seen  at  Farlington  on 
16th,  and  Radipole  (Dorset)  from  17th  to 
19th. 

Small  numbers  of  Little  Stints  Calidris 
minuta  continued  to  pass  through  early  in  the 
month,  including  one  on  Tiree,  while  the  first 
returning  Spotted  Redshanks  Tringa 
erythropus  and  Green  Sandpipers  T.  ochropus 
started  building  up  in  numbers  from  mid 
month.  On  21st,  there  were  11  Spotted 
Redshanks  at  Cley  and  2.000  Knots  C. 
canutus  at  the  high  tide  roost  at  Gibraltar 
Point.  Wood  Sandpipers  T.  glareola  were 
widely  scattered  both  in  time  and  place,  and 
included  several  at  Aberladv  (Lothian),  and 
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254  & 255.  Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus  himantopus,  Norfolk,  May  1987  ( George  Tuthill) 
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singles  on  North  Ronaldsay,  and  at 
racumshin  (Co.  Cork).  A Temminck’s 
Stint  C.  temminckii  was  at  Musselburgh 
(Lothian)  on  24th,  and  a Dotterel  Charadrius 
morinellus  on  Unst  (Shetland)  on  21st,  while 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  Phalaropus  lobatus 
stayed  at  Cley  from  7th  to  11th,  Blacktoft 
(Humberside)  on  1 1th,  YVestray  (Orkney)  on 
14th,  and  Rutland  W ater  (Leicestershire)  on 
26th.  A moulting  adult  Grey  Phalarope  P. 
Julicarius  at  Stewartby  L.ake  (Bedfordshire) 
on  22nd  was  the  first  county  record  this 
century,  and  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  C. 
melanotos  was  a good  find  at  Chelker  Reser- 
voir, near  Skipton  (North  Yorkshire),  on 
20th.  Rarer  waders  were  Broad-billed 
Sandpipers  Limicola  Jalcinellus  on  1st  at 
YValberswick  (Suffolk),  on  14th  at  Slim- 
bridge  (Gloucestershire),  and  on  21st  at 
Breydon  Water.  A female  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  P.  tricolor  stayed  only  one  day  at 
Gibraltar  Point  on  8th,  but  a Terek  Sand- 
piper Xenus  cinereus  at  Tankerness  (Orkney) 
remained  from  5th  for  a week. 

Herons  and  waterfowl 

Some  dozen  reports  of  Night  Heron 
Nydicorax  nyclicorax  included  several  long- 
stayers  from  May,  and  perhaps  a pool  of 
wandering  individuals,  widely  spread  from 
Slapton  across  to  Holbrook  (Suffolk),  and 
north  to  Unst  (Shetland).  This  bird  was  the 
third  for  Shetland  this  spring,  doubling  those 
islands’  previous  total.  Seven  reports  of 
Purple  Herons  Ardea  purpurea  included 
Ireland’s  fourth  of  the  spring,  at  South  Slob 
(Co.  Wexford),  thus  also  doubling  that 
island’s  all-time  total,  and  one  on  Lundy 
from  29th  May  into  June,  and  a few  Little 
Egrets  Egretta  garzetta  gave  the  impression  of 
being  more:  one  at  Budleigh  Salterton 
(Devon)  on  6th  moved  to  the  River  Teign  on 
7th  and  8th,  with  perhaps  the  same  bird 
subsequently  at  St  John’s  Lake/'Millbrook 
(Cornwall)  on  13th  and  14th;  another  which 
first  arrived  at  YValberswick  on  6th  was  noted 
on  various  dates  also  at  Minsmere  and 
Benacre.  Finally,  at  the  month  end,  one 
turned  up  at  Freckleton  (Lancashire). 

The  usual  reports  of  Spoonbills  Platalea 
leucorodia  included  inland  individuals  at  Purls 
Bridge  (Cambridgeshire)  on  6th,  and  Rut- 
land YY’ater  on  11th;  and  another  in  the 
recent  series  of  records  of  Glossy  Ibises 
Pit gadis  Jalcinellus  involved  one  at  Radipole 
from  1 1 th  to  14th. 

A drake  Teal  Anas  crecca , of  the  Nearctic 
race  carolinensis,  was  on  Tingwall  Loch 
(Shetland)  from  5th  to  8th,  while  drake 


American  Wigeons  .4.  americana  turned  up 
at  Cley  on  22nd  and  1 he  Loons  (Orkney)  on 
27th.  Red-crested  Pochards  Netta  rufina 
appeared  at  Dungeness  and  Benacre  late  in 
the  month,  and  others  were  reported  in 
Southeast  England,  while  a drake  Mandarin 
Aix  galericulala  of  uncertain  origin  was  at 
Musselburgh  to  15th.  King  Eiders  Somateria 
speclabilis  remained  in  the  Ythan  Estuary 
(Grampian)  (plate  259)  and  in  Shetland. 

The  coast  of  northeast  England  and  south- 
east Scotland  witnessed  a good  northerly 
moult  migration  of  Canada  Geese  Branta 
canadensis,  with  194  past  Filey  (North 
Yorkshire)  on  6th,  and  smaller  numbers  in 
Lothian  and  Borders  on  and  around  that 
date,  while  a further  38  were  seen  at 
Tyninghame  (Lothian)  on  23rd.  Quite 
separate  from  these  records  is  that  of  a small, 
dark  Canada  on  North  Ronaldsay  on  22nd. 

The  Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps 
at  Lady’s  Island  Lake  (Co.  YY’exford)  was 
still  present  on  1st.  Y\  idespread  reports  of 
Quails  Cotumix  coturnix  suggest  a better  than 
average  year,  but  included  only  three  in 
Ireland. 

Seabirds 

Despite  an  apparent  lack  of  adverse  weather 
conditions  for  seabirds,  a Manx  Shearwater 
Pujfinus  pujfinus  was  picked  up  under  a car  at 
Shefford  (Bedfordshire)  on  24th  (and  re- 
leased later  that  day  at  the  coast),  and 
around  the  same  time  a first-year  Gannet 
Su/a  bassana  was  found  wandering  bewildered 
near  Saffron  YY’alden  (Essex). 

Single  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius 
pomarinus  passed  Filey  on  6th  and  21st.  when 
there  was  also  an  adult  Long-tailed  Skua  S. 
longicaudtis.  Earlier,  there  had  been  Long- 
tailed Skuas  off  South  Stack.  Anglesey 
(Gwynedd),  on  7th,  and  on  Birsay  (Orkney) 
on  12th.  Little  Gulls  Larus  minutus  reached  as 
far  as  Tiree  and  North  Ronaldsay  early  in  the 
month,  whilst  small  numbers  of  Mediter- 
ranean Gulls  L.  melanocephalus  included 
three  at  Sandwich  (Kent)  on  1st.  and  past 
Cley  on  21st.  An  adult  Ring-billed  Gull  L. 
delawarensis  remained  throughout  on  Belfast 
Lough  (Co.  Antrim),  though  normally  leav- 
ing this  site  in  April  or  May,  and  a first- 
summer  individual  was  seen  at  Seaforth 
(Merseyside)  mid  month. 

The  year  continued  well  for  rare  terns: 
Gull-billed  Terns  Gelochelidon  nilotica  were 
noted  at  Sandwich  on  23rd  and  Benacre  on 
24th,  what  was  presumably  the  same 
Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  commuted 
between  Hickling  (Norfolk),  Breydon  and 
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Minsmere  from  12th,  and  Whiskered  Terns 
Chlidonias  hybridus  also  remained  very  much 
in  evidence,  with  singles  at  Covenham 
Reservoir  (Lincolnshire)  from  11th  to  15th, 
Stodmarsh  (Kent)  on  21st,  and  Great 
Yarmouth  (Norfolk)  on  27th,  while  in 
Ireland  an  adult  was  on  Lough  Derg  in  the 
Shannon  Valley  (Cos.  Galway/Clare/ 
Tipperary)  all  month.  Summer-plumaged 
White-winged  Black  Terns  C.  leucopterus 
typically  passed  rapidly  through  Leighton 
Moss  (Lancashire)  on  1st,  Rutland  Water  on 
9th,  Covenham  Reservoir  on  10th,  Rye 
Harbour  (East  Sussex)  on  14th,  and 
Dungeness  on  18th.  A Lesser  Crested  Tern 
S.  bengalensis  at  Seaton  Snook  (Cleveland)  on 
13th  and  14th  also  reappeared  on  the  Fame 
Islands  (Northumberland).  Initial  impres- 
sions of  numbers  of  Roseate  Terns  S. 
dougallii  in  Ireland  give  some  cause  for 
concern,  with  no  breeding  birds  at  tradi- 
tional sites  in  Wexford  Harbour,  Lady’s 
Island  Lake,  or  Strangford  Lough  (Co. 
Down),  though  numbers  in  Britain  do  not 
appear  to  be  unduly  low. 

One  lucky  observer  on  a marine  inverte- 
brate sampling  trip  to  Shiant  East  Bank  in 
The  Minch,  16  km  east  of  the  island  of  Harris 
(Western  Isles),  found  a summer-plumaged 
Brunnich’s  Guillemot  Uria  lomvia 
swimming  on  the  sea.  How  many  more  must 
go  unnoticed? 

Birds  of  prey 

Two  further  records  of  Black  Kites  Milvus 
migrans  involved  singles  at  Holbrook  on  10th 
and  Chilbolton  (Hampshire)  on  21st.  A late 
Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  passed  through 
Sandwich  on  4th,  and  Montagu’s  Harriers 
C.  pygargus  were  seen  at  Blacktoft  on  18th, 
Gibraltar  Point  on  24th,  and  at  North  Duf- 
field  Carrs  (North  Yorkshire)  from  latejune. 

A Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  at  Orphir  (Orkney) 
on  29th  was  unusual,  and  even  more  so  the 
Rough-legged  Buzzard  B.  lagopus  at  Mins- 
mere on  3rd,  and  again  in  the  Ashby/Fritton 
area  of  Suffolk  from  23rd  to  26th.  Most 
reports  of  Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus  were  of 
individuals  passing  through,  though  one 
stayed  in  the  Ranworth/Cockshoot  Broad 
(Norfolk)  area  for  some  while  latterly. 

Slightly  out  of  range  Hobbies  Falco 
subbuteo  included  six  bird/days  at  Spurn  and 
two  at  Filey,  with  another  on  Bodmin  Moor 
on  13th.  A male  Red-footed  Falcon  F. 
vespertinus  visited  Leighton  Moss  on  21st,  and 
the  rarity  value  of  a male  Lesser  Kestrel  F. 
naumanni  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
a first  for  Fair  Isle  on  23rd. 


Recent  reports 

Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus  Double 
figures  regularly  in  ‘Wilson’s  Triangle’,  west 
of  Cornwall'  late  August. 

Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  River  Hamble 
(Hampshire),  28th-3 1st  August;  Stanpit 
(Dorset),  2nd-6th  September. 

Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  North  Norfolk, 
30th-3 1 st  August;  Saffron  Walden  (Essex), 
6th  September. 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
Still  two  juveniles,  Holme  (Norfolk),  late 
August;  two  Belvide  (West  Midlands),  2nd- 
5th  September. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris fuscicollis 
Frodsham  (Cheshire),  29th-30th  August. 

Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Calidris  acuminata 
Sandwich  (Kent),  5th-6th  September. 

Stilt  Sandpiper  Micropalama  himantopus  Drift 
Reservoir  (Cornwall),  29th  August. 

Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media  Blakeney 
(Norfolk),  26th-27th  August. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  Cur- 
bridge  (Hampshire),  3rd  September. 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor  Three 
Ireland,  four  England,  late  August  and  early 
September. 

Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla  Hebburn 
(Tyne  & Wear),  6th  September. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
Plymouth  (Devon),  26th  August  to  6th 
September;  Holme,  Blakeney,  1st 
September. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  Two,  Prestatyn 
(Clwyd),  31st  August. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias 
leucopterus  Chew  (Avon),  1st  September. 
Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Four,  Pickering 
(North  Yorkshire),  27th-29th  August;  four 
Southend  (Essex),  end  of  August. 

Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla  Largest  autumn  fall 
in  Norfolk  of  small  migrants,  including 
Wryneck,  for  many  years,  from  25th  August. 
Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus  Fair  Isle 
(Shetland),  28th  August. 

Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  citreola  Fair  Isle, 
2nd  September. 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata 
Dungeness  (Kent),  4th-5th  September. 
Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
Ten,  English  east  coast  from  25th  August, 
most  in  Norfolk. 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  Lytham 
(Lancashire),  29th-3 1 st  August;  St  Agnes 
(Scilly),  30th  August. 

Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoptera  Fair 
Isle,  28th  August. 

Yellow-breasted  Bunting  Emberiza  aureola 
Fair  Isle,  28th  August,  2nd  September. 


Monthly  reports 
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256.  White-throated  Sparrow  Zonotrichia  albicollis,  Shetland,  June  1987  i Ijimsdell) 


257  8c  258.  Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica.  Humberside.  May  1987  (Da;  id  G.  Lone  ) 

259.  Male  King  Kider  Somateria spectabilis  with  female  Kider  .S'.  moUissima.  Grampian.  June  198/ 

(Steve  Young) 


Monthly  marathon 


Sponsored  by 


The  wader  shown  in  the  third  photograph  in 
this  second  competition  (plate  164  in  the  July 
issue)  provided  few  problems,  it  seems,  despite 
having  its  bill  hidden.  Answers  sent  in  named  it  as 
follows: 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia  (88%) 

T urnstone  Arenaria  interpres  (5% ) 

Redshank  T.  totanus  (1%) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  T.flavipes  ( 1 % ) 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  ( 1 %) 

and  a few  entries  nominated  Marsh  Sandpiper  T.  slagnatilis , Greater  Yellowlegs  T.  melanoleuca , 
Wood  Sandpiper  T.  glareola  or  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macu/aria. 


It  was  indeed  a Greenshank,  an  adult  photographed  by  Dr  R.  J. 
Ghandler  in  Kent  in  July  1981. 

A total  of  86  competitors  have  achieved  three  correct  answers  in  a row. 
The  prize,  of  a free  SLTNBIRD  holiday  to  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America,  is, 
however,  still  far  from  won,  with  tricky  photographs  still  to  come.  Have  a 
go!  This  month’s  puzzle  picture  appears  below. 


260.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon'  competition.  Photograph  number  6.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly 
Marathon.  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th  November 

1987 
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INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  FOR 
BIRD  PRESERVATION 
NEW  PUBLICATION  FOR  CHRISTMAS: 

THE  VALUE  OF  BIRDS 

IC.BP  s latest  lechnical  Publication  No.  6 (1987).  Proceedings  of  ICBP 
Symposium  on  Birds  as  Socio-Economic  Resources,  Ottowa,  Canada,  1986. 
320  pp.  £18.50. 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  FROM  ICBP  (inclusive  of  p&p) 

No.  2 STATUS  AND  CONSERVATION  OF  THE  WORLD’S  SEABIRDS. 
Proceedings  of  ICBP  Seabird  Symposium,  Cambridge,  1982.  Ed  j P Croxall, 
P O H Evans  and  R W Schreiber  (1985).  780  pp.  £26.90. 

No.  3 CONSERVA1  ION  OF  ISLAND  BIRDS.  Proceedings  of  ICBP  Island 
Management  Symposium,  Cambridge,  1982.  Ed  P J Moors  (1985).  276  pp. 
£16.50. 

No.  4 CONSERVATION  OF  TROPICAL  FOREST  BIRDS.  Proceedings  of 
ICBP  Tropical  Forest  Birds  Symposium,  Cambridge  1982.  Ed  A W 
Diamond  and  4’  E Lovejoy  (1985).  324  pp.  £18.50. 

No.  5 CONSERVATION  STUDIES  ON  RAPTORS.  Proceedings  of  ICBP 
2nd  World  Conference  on  Birds  of  Prey,  Thessaloniki,  Greece,  1982.  Ed 
I Newton  and  R I)  Chancellor  (1985).  492  pp.  £25.50. 

Other  publications  also  available  — full  list  on  request  — including: 

The  ICBP/IUc.N  Bird  Red  Data  Book,  Part  I (third  edition)  THREAT- 
ENED BIRDS  OF  AFRICA  AND  RELATED  ISLANDS  by  N J Collar  and  S 
N Stuart  (1985).  796  pp.  with  twelve  colour  plates.  £24.00. 


ICBP  PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS 

GIANT  POSTER:  Philippine  Eagle  Pithecophaga  jeffreyi.  Another  contribution 
from  the  Wild  Bird  Society  ofjapan  for  the  ICBP  Save  the  Birds  campaign. 
Colour  poster,  approx.  195  cm  high,  68  cm  wide,  by  Vubunchi.  Price  £6.50. 
PROMOTIONAL  POSTERS:  Two  original  designs  by  Ryohei  Kojima, 
one  of  japan’s  leading  graphic  artists,  with  ICBP  slogan  “Saving  the  World’s 
Birds”  in  six  languages:  Dutch,  English,  French.  German.  Japanese, 
Spanish.  A1  size.  Best  displayed  as  a pair.  £4.00  pair. 

FLYING  VISITORS  POSTER:  Depicting  the  route  taken  by  European  and 
African  birds  on  migration  with  a full  educational  write-up  on  the  reverse 
side.  A1  size.  £2.50. 

COLfSIN  ISLAND:  Full-colour  poster,  specially  designed  by  fantasy  and 
sci-fi  artist,  Steve  Weston.  £5.50. 

OSPREY  TIE:  Navy  blue  with  pale  blue  osprey  emblem  and  stripes.  £7.00. 
ICBP  STICKERS:  Self-adhesive  stickers  showing  the  ICBP  Osprey  motto. 
20p  each. 

Details  of  the  ICBP  CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERSHIP  SCHEME  (with 
special  discounts  on  all  our  books  for  Members  only)  available  on  request. 
International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation 
219C  Huntingdon  Road,  Cambridge  CB3  0DL 

Tel:  (0223)  277318  (0231) 
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ANTARTICA  & THE  FALKLANDS 

%♦ 

Accept  our  invitation  to  a magical  and  exquisite  world  of  towering  ice 
and  snow-veiled  mountains;  to  islands  nurturing  marine  life,  whales, 
seals,  penguins  and  other  seabirds;  to  settlement  and  station  life. 

Expedition  Cruises  of  varying  lengths,  to  Antartica,  Falklands,  South 
Georgia  & Patagonia  operate  from  1 1 Nov.  thru’  Feb.  1988.  Prices  start 
at  £3,160  for  the  cruise  only. 

Eighteen-day  tours  to  The  Falklands  run  from  12  Nov.  thru’  Feb.  1988. 
The  price  of  £2,499  includes  return  flights  from  England. 

Join  us  on  one  of  our  Falkland  Island  lectures  in  October.  Dates  and 
venues  on  request. 


Twickers  World 


22  CHURCH  STREET.TW1CKENH AM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint — 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 


£ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8x40  BA  469 

7x42  BA  469 

8x32  BA  429 

10x25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  30 

Case  (Miniatures)  13 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  - 

TSN-2  (straight) 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  ^ 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite)  I 

TS1  (45°)  C 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  & 

TS7  (45°)  m 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  stock 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models.  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc.,  are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR  - Mirror  Scopes 
ASK 


Special  Bulk  Purchase  of 
Quality  Binoculars 

KOWA  10  x 50  - £149 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 
Also  Nikon  long  toms  to  order 
at  unbeatable  prices! 

OPTOLYTH/OPTICRON 


Full  range  available 

ADLERSCOPE  80  - ASK 


NEW1  superb  SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA  arriving  soon 
(trade  enquiries  welcome) 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS.  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D236) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-5.30 
MON  -FRI. 
SAT  9 30-4  00 
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BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 

Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 


(D197) 


Ranked  “EXCELLENT” 


by  British  Birds 

India:  Bharatpur  & Rajasthan 

Yugoslavia:  The  Danube 
Kenya:  The  Bird  Safari 

Israel:  Eilat  Migration 

T P n.\  Cyprus  in  Spring 
i L ) j Portugal  & Spain 
Coto  Donana  & 
Andalucia 

Flevoland  & Flanders 
Algarve  & Alentejo 

Norfolk,  France  & Southern  Spain 
Winter  Weekends. 

Lattenden’s  Farm  , Ashburnham, 
Battle,  E.  Sussex  Tel:  (0323)  833245 

(D241) 


"/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope." 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 
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Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Wide  range  - 
Top  quality-  § 
Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


VIEWING*) 


Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder  free  e&oe  3E 

^Church  Lane.  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501  ^ 


A unique  birdwatchers  paradise: 

Thousands  of  wintering  birds  at  the 
BANC  D’ARGUIN 
the  largest  concentration  of  birds  of 
the  Palearctic 

See  MAURITANIA  and  its  birdlife 

VOYAGES  NATURE 
55  Avenue  d’Alsace 
68000  COLMAR 
France 

Tel:  89.23.11.23 

(D239) 


XX 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi 

Tanzania 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


N.  E.  Greece 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D227)  ATOL  LICENCE  No  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So.  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year's 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £6.95  including  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (BB547) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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NATURETREK 


WALKING  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

BHUTAN 

21  days  buding  in  the  pnstme  forests  of  this 
last  Shangri-la  £2,390 


KASHMIR 

23  days  in  the  spectacular  and  wildly  con- 
trasting habitats  of  Kashmir  & Lad- 
akh £1,390 

NEPAL 

A choice  of  4 fine  birding  treks  in  a mag- 
nificent mountain  kingdom  from  £ 1 ,490 

PLUS 


INDONESIA  • ETHIOPIA  • KENYA 
MOROCCO  TANZANIA  GALAPAGOS 

LED  BY  THE  BEST  IN  THEIR  FIELD! 


For  a Naturetrek  brochure  contact: 
ALL  SAINTS  PASSAGE 
100  WANDSWORTH  HIGH  STREET 
LONDON  SW18  4LE 
TEL:  01-870  4814 


NEW!  from  SUNBIRD  . . . 


SUNBIRDER 


Birding  package  holidays 


■pTT  K rn  Birdwatcher’s 
Lillliil  Paradise,  Israel 

£298  days  £398  days 

March  9-16/16-23  March  9-23  1988 


flights  from  Catwick  0 4 star  hotel  B&B 

• low  car-hire  rates  • evening  meetings  and 
log-call  with  Peter  Grant  and  Killian  Mullar- 
ney  # tnp  pack  with  maps  and  information  • 
ideal  for  group  sharing  car  hire  • optional 
field  excursions,  including  transport  • optio- 
nal N.  Israel  tour  with  David  Fisher  23-30 
March 

Further  details  and  booking  form: 

SUNBIRD  (Eilat)  Box  76, 
Sandy,  Beds  SGI 9 IDF 
Tel:  0767  82969  ,n01Q, 


FALKLAND 
- ISLANDS 

WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

with 

BOBBY  TULLOCH 

An  exciting  opportunity  to  spend  16  days 
enjoying  one  of  the  world's  greatest  wildlife 
spectaculars  in  the  company  of  Shetland’s 
best  known  naturalist. 

Thousands  of  albatross,  penguins  and  pet- 
rels as  well  as  elephant  seals,  sealions  and 
much  more  in  the  exotic  surroundings  of  the 
south  Atlantic. 

A choice  of  two  departures  are  available  for 
1988  - in  February/March  and  numbers  on 
both  are  limited  to  eight  people. 


For  lull  details  on  this  wildlife  holiday  of  a 
lifetime  contact: 

Island  Holidays 
Ardross,  Comrie, 

Perthshire  PH6  2JU 
Tel:  0764  70803 

(D235) 


New  members  who  enrol  during  October- 
Deeember  in  any  year  receive  Trust 
publications  and  priv  ileges  lor  fifteen  months 
before  their  second  subscription  falls  due 

THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNI- 
THOLOGY is  an  organisation  which  binds 
together  thousands  oi  amateur  bird  watchers 
spread  throughout  Britain  and  a small  stall  ol 
professional  biologists  at  I ring  1 ogether 
they  find  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  tackling 
projects  that  provide  facts  on  which 
conserv  ation  can  be  based 

All  is  more  fully  set  out  in  our  brochure 
Please  send  for  a copy  to 

The  British  Trust  for  Ornithology, 
Dept.  BB,  Beech  Grove, 

Station  Road,  Tring, 
Hertfordshire  HP23  5NR 

(D238) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.00  a line — average  of  6 woras 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 

Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 


ZEISS 


West  Germany 


Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
'Monthly 
marathon ' 

Christopher  Helm 

and 

Collins  "T" 


Sponsors  of 
'Bird 

Photograph 
of  the  Year' 


Sponsors  of 
'Bird 

Illustrator  of 
the  Year' 


(jKf)irri) 

telescopes 


HO  LAD  A Y A CCOMMODA  TIPS' 
ENGLAND 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  lour  bed- 
rooms. large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue.  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2042. 

(BB91I) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage.  The  Street,  Middleton. 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

EXMOOR.  Combe  Park  Country  House  Hotel. 
Former  17th  century  hunting  lodge  in  National 
Trust  valley,  above  Waters  Meet.  Comfortable 
accommodation.  Excellent  food.  Ideal  walks, 
birdwatching.  Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  tel: 
0598  52356.  (BB249) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindislarne 
Reserve  and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford.  North- 
umberland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB206) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N Norfolk 
coast.  2 chalets.  2 flats.  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding. 
Golf.  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House.  West  Runton.  Cromer.  Norfolk  NR27 
91. L'.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  ( BB266) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong.  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB250) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel.  Flamborough.  BB  EM  from 
£35.  Two  davs.  Full  details,  contact  us  on  (0262) 
850284.  (BB48) 

NR.  NTH  NEK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birder  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House.  Avenue  Road.  Hun- 
stanton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  SalK  Port.  St 
Mary's.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  ( BB212) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  M incarlo  Guest  House.  St 
Mary's.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  oy  er- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 
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MOUSEHOLE.  Small  friendly  guest  house.  Sea 
views,  near  harbour  and  coastal  paths,  quiet 
location.  Bed  and  breakfast.  Phone  Moira 
Palmer  between  6-7  pm.  Tel:  (0736)  731501- 
731757.  (BB306) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr 
Minehead.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB305) 

SUFFOLK.  Holiday  cottage  at  Eastbridge. 
Adjacent  to  Minsmere  Bird  Reserve.  Sleeps  5. 
Available  for  winter  weekends  and  holiday 
weeks.  Tel:  I.eiston  830  189.  (BB23) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island.  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well 
equipped.  Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford, 
Northumberland.  Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 


CLEY  5 MILES.  Lawns  Hotel.  Holt,  2 day 
bargain  breaks.  B&B  and  4 course  dinner  from 
£34  per  person.  Tel:  0263  7 1 3390.  ( BB300) 

ISLES  Of"  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB915) 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST.  Mrs  D Crowden, 
Rosevilla,  Middleton,  Saxmundham,  Suffolk. 
Tel:  Westleton  489  between  6-7  pm.  (BB906) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers. 
Farmhouse  accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast 
and  evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottager 
Details  from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lvnton, 
Devon.  Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 


CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  64-2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB287) 

NORTH  NORFOLK  COAST.  Mundesley. 
Overcliff  Lodge.  Centrally  heated,  comfortable, 
good  food.  £13  BB&D.  Eel:  0263  720016. 

(BB289) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1980-84  unbound.  Offers  for 
set.  Tel:  0943  608370.  (BB327) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
I.adv  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB303) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — -Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney.  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB169) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Over- 
looking the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday 
cottages,  col  TV,  gas.  CH.  Close  beach,  available 
all  year.  Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warling- 
ham,  Surrey  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham 
(088-32)  2013.  (BB302) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A unique  and  charming  16th  century  free- 
house  in  3 acres,  and  some  en  suite  accom- 
modation available  in  modern  chalet  block,  bed 
& breakfast  or  weekly  rates.  Ample  car  parking. 
GC  location  site.  Bar  snacks  or  rest,  meals  avail. 
Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB51) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  (14. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 4-  cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  Linen  provided,  HA  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70  p.w.  Brochure  0736  87 1242.  (BB301) 


RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB236) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  oven  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  Wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real  ales 
and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires,  C.H.  15  bedrooms 
inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/coffee,  colour 
T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser  Presses  etc., 
Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B.  Three 
Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.bb.  Charming  self 
catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply  the  Green 
Man  Inn  Fownhope,  Hereford.  Tel:  (0432  77) 
243.  (BB264) 

SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

comfortable  house  overlooking  marshes.  Bunk- 
room  sleeps  4,  open  fire,  C.H.,  duvets  etc.  Ideal 
for  a carload  of  birders.  Bunks  also  available 
singly.  Bunk  4 B from  £4.50,  B4-B  from  £6.50. 
Bird  news.  Liz  Harris,  Cley  (0263)  740243. 

(BB251) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation 
in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should  advertise  in 
British  Birds;  the  established  birdwatching  monthly 
for  Britain’s  Birders. 

With  over  40.000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading 
British  Birds  every  month,  where  else  would  you 
find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds 
holiday  section  shows  that  advertising  really  works. 
To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 
0621  815085.  (BB325) 
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MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all  birding 
areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland.  Tea/coflee 
facilities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner.  Also  self-catering 
cottage.  Telephone  Dereham  (0362)  820665. 

(BB318) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  YVheelhouse,  St 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all  year 
round,  good  food  and  comfortable  surroundings 
next  to  the  log  count  venue.  Tel:  0720  22719. 

(BB329) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E  meals. 
Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with  friendly 
atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates.  Tel:  Ubbes- 
ton  (098683)  235  for  reservations.  ( BB3 1 2) 

SCOTLAND 

JENNY’S  BOTHY,  ideal  families  or  groups. 
SAE:  Dellachuper,  Corgarff,  Aberdeenshire  AB3 
8YP.  (BB260) 

COMFORTABLE  FAMILY  HOTEL  with 
very  reasonable  prices.  Argyle  House,  St 
Andrews.  Tel:  (0334)  73387.  (BB244) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species  in 
the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  island. 
Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year-round. 
Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one  cottage  to 
let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For  terms 
apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802  421.  (BB140) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended  by 
Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ullapool, 
ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers  and 
those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private  bath- 
rooms, col.  TV,  full  c.h.  Send  for  col.  brochure/ 
tariff  giving  details  of  holiday  offers  on  selected 
dates,  to  Selbie  Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by 
Garve.  Rosshire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB276) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  The  Pines  Guest  House.  Cam- 
bridge, offers  you  a peaceful  holiday  set  in  the 
beautiful  countryside  of  the  Cairngorms.  Ideal 
for  touring,  excellent  scenery,  golf,  fishing, 
birdwatching,  pony  trekking,  hill  walking.  Open 
all  year.  Spacious  heated  bedrooms,  home 
cooking,  own  lounge,  pets  welcome.  Tel:  Lynn 
Benge.  047  984  220.  ( BB‘245) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  Tel:  Turner  0496 
2140.  ' (BB322) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A charming  traditional 
country  house  set  in  its  own  35  acres  of  woodlands 
and  gardens.  Magnificent  views  over  the  Sound 
of  Mull  towards  Ardnamurchan.  Offering  the 
very  best  of  comfort,  cuisine  and  service.  Hill 
walking/birdwatching,  fishing  and  golf. 
Licensed.  For  brochure  contact  Ian  & Jennifer 
McLean,  Linndhu  House,  Tobermorv.  Tel:  0688 
2425.  (BB247) 


SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  ofTer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

‘THE  OSPREY  VILLAGE’:  beautiful  Boat  of 
Garten  in  the  central  Scottish  Highlands  by 
RSPB  Loch  Garten  reserve.  For  details  of  year 
round  Highland  hospitality,  local  bird  list  and 
activity  programmes.  SAE  please:  Tourist 
Association,  Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness.  (BB903) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Cambridge  Area.  Iuxur\ 
caravan.  Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site. 
£ 125.(X)  per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278. 

(BB233) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Cambridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland. 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdw  atchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Cambridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 

WALES 

HEART  OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird 
reserves,  stamp  for  brochure.  I .ower-Gwestvdd. 
Newtown,  Powys  SY 1 6 3AY.  ( BB27 1 ) 

TINTERN — excellent  accommodation  and  a 
warm  welcome  at  a small  400  year  old  guest 
house.  Judith  Russill.  Wye  Barn.  The  Quay. 
Tintern,  nr  Chepstow.  029  18  456.  (BB274) 

TREGARON — farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country . Breath-taking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddias’, 
Tregaron,  Dyfed.  Tel:  097  44  380.  (BB214) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe 
Home  cooking.  B&B,  £7.  Em.  £3.50.  Tel:  Mrs 
Knight.  097  44  637.  (BB242) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with 
magnificent  views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers 
and  botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves 
and  coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to 
Highground'  AA/ RAC  listed,  licensed,  forwarm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground. 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bav,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB319) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary . 7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  vear.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 
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CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a 
modern  Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

S.E.  SPAIN  , waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap.  Tel: 
0233  28547.  (BB277) 

CAMARGUE,  S.  France.  To  let  village  hse  w. 
gdn.  Also  ex-farm  cottage.  Rogers,  Mas 
d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90  98  90  41.  (BB268) 

VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  plan- 
ning to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get 
where  the  birds  are!  Join  us  on  a days  cruise  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now!  Full 
details  Osvris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  1 10, 
Gibraltar  (Tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 

BIRDING  IN  COSTA  RICA’S  Talamanca 
Rainforest  (300  m)  and  Cloudforest  (2500  m) 
with  all  the  comforts  of  private  homes.  Each 
location  includes  vast  stretches  of  virgin  forest. 
Weekly  rates:  $550  US.  Rainforest:  Michael 
Snow,  Apartado  73,  Siquirres,  Costa  Rica; 
Highlands:  Steve  Friedman,  Apartado  655, 
Cartago,  Costa  Rica.  (BB50) 

BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  injorrnation  on  travel  I accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co  operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 

Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 

BIRDWATCHING  BREAKS  IN  KENT. 

Mini-breaks  and  w/ends.  Explore  Kent’s  varied 
habitats  with  an  experienced  birdwatcher,  3 star 
hotel.  Full  board.  Transport  provided.  Details: 
0227  751753  (24  hrs),  Mark  Finn,  4 Highview 
Close,  Boughton,  Faversham,  Kent  ME  13 
9TF.  (BB246) 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 
Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgable 
Tuition.  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in 
comfortable  surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells, 
Norfolk  NR23  1DH.  Fakenham  710556.  (BB270) 
CLIFFTOP  TOURS.  Our  1987/88  bird  tours 
programme  includes:  Austria,  Corsica,  Holland, 
Sweden,  Portugal,  France,  Spain,  USA.  Small 
groups,  good  hotels,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Euro- 
pean agent  for  Bird  Bonanzas  Inc,  Florida.  1988 
programme  available.  Brochure:  c/o  BTF  Travel 
Ltd,  2 Majestic  Parade,  Sandgate  Road,  Folkes- 
tone, Kent.  Tel:  0.303  43777  or  01033 
21329364.  (BB316) 


SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 


Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sand  grouse,  v.hite-headed 
duck,  galinule,  eagle  owl,  black  stork, 
with  many  ducks,  w'aders  and  pas- 
serines on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Duponts  - 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Famborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB253) 


Donana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 


AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatch- 
ing. Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All 
outings  asrranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget. 
Pitta  Guiding,  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QI.D 
4872.  ( BB284) 

SKOKHOLM/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flovrers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dvfed  SA6  1 INF.  (BB114) 
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Bird-watching/ 
nature  holidays  in 
DOMINICA 

Unspoilt  bird-watchers'  paradise 
NM*  in  the  Caribbean  Virgin  rainforest 
exotic  flora/  fauna,  healing  mineral 
I springs,  spectacular  scenery 

Join  our  1 2 day,  fully-comprehensive, 
nature/cultural  tours  led  by  local 
ornithologists.  First  class,  full-board 
accommodation  Croup  restricted  to  12 
people  Price  £1.600  Tours  at  Carnival  (Feb 
8-22, 1988),  Easter  (Mar  28-Apr  10. 1988). 
July  11-25,1988  and  August  1-15, 1988 

inquiries  to  Frigate  Tours  8 Saxon  Road, 
Wheathampstead,  Herts  AL4  8NY.  England 


BOURNEMOUTH  FAMILY  HOTEL  offers 
birdwatching  weekends  £35  p.p.  BB  tk  EM. 
Villa  Park  Hotel,  5 Spencer  Road.  Tel:  (0202) 
24528.  (BB295) 
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Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064(BB298) 


MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGH  I ON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Peregrine 
causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  rcedbeds,  all  near. 
Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o-Sands, 
Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB8I) 


GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

W inter  weekend  breaks  in  the  best 
birdwatching  areas  in  SW  Scotland: 
thousands  of  Geese, 

Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle, 
Peregrine,  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 

B rochurej  reservations: 

Hawker,  Windywalls, 
Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 

Tel:  05574  249  (BB293) 


Algarve  Birdwatching  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom.  flights 
etc.  arranged 

Telephone  0602  412024  for  details.  (BB315) 


UNINHABITED  ISLANDS.  Live  lor  a few 
Autumn/Spring  days  on  a little  uninhabited 
offshore  island  near  Mull.  Cosy  house,  lovely 
food,  like-minded  company.  Free  inclusive  daily 
boat  explorations  to  nearby  islands  like 
Garvellach  (SSSI).  Lunga  (whirpool),  Belnahua 
(Ghost  Village).  Otters,  deer,  seals,  migrant 
birds,  in  magnificent  locations.  Details. 
Josephine  Gannon  (B).  Easdale  Island.  Oban 
PA34  4RF.  Tel:  08523  472.  (BB292) 


1 1 ILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 


WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  SAFARIS. 

Kenya:  18  December  and  1 January.  2 weeks 
tented.  £985,  exploring  Masai  Mara.  Amboseli 
and  Rift  Valley  Lakes.  India:  12  March,  3 weeks, 
hotel/lodges,  £1.595  visiting  Corbett  NP, 
Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve,  Bharatpur  Bird 
Sanctuary.  Optional  Kashmir  week  Lake  Nagin 
de-luxe  houseboat,  £375.  Adventure  Agency. 
The  Square,  Ramsburv,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672 
20569.  (RB252) 


BIRDTOUR  PERU  delightfully  blending  wild- 
life, Inca  culture,  good  photography  and  relaxa- 
tion. Fully  escorted,  all  inclusive.  19  davs.  The 
Travel  Shop,  20  Mercer  Row.  Louth,  Lines  L.\  1 1 
9JQ  for  details.  (BB323) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


CAITHNESS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  — £2 .30 

inclusive  P&P  from  E.  Maughan,  ‘Burnside’, 
Harbour  Road.  Reav.  Thurso,  Caithness  KWI4 
7RG  (BB297) 

‘SUFFOLK  BIRDS  1985’  inc.  systematic  list, 
colour  photographs.  Landguard  report,  ringing 
report,  rarity  descriptions.  £3  post  paid  from  The 
Suffolk  Naturalists’  Society.  The  Museum,  High 
Street,  Ipswich  1P1  3QH.  (BB243) 

GWENT  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  More  on 
Hobbies.  £2.75  inc.  p&p  from  Brian  Gregory  . 
Monmouth  School,  Monmouth,  Gwent  N7P5 
3XP.  (BB267) 

HONG  KONG  BIRD  REPORT  1984/85. 

Bumper  issue  contains  Poyang  Lake  Crane 
survey  and  Ben  King's  notes  on  Elliott's  and 
Brown-eared  Pheasants.  Send  £1  to  HKBWS. 
GPO  Box  12460,  Hong  Kong.  Bargain  Offer. 
Report  and  Annotated  Checklist,  £9.  ( BB31 1 ) 

‘BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1986".  £3  post  free 
from  Stan  Christophers.  5 Newquay  Road,  St 
Columb  Major.  Cornwall  TR9  6RW.  (BB308) 


BOOKS 


SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  historv  and  countrv  life- sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Gravling.  Crosbv 
Ravensworth.  Penrith.  Cumbria  CA10  3JP  Tel: 
09315-282.  (BB288) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS — lor  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road.  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB290) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new.  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver.  Malt  Cottage.  Croft  Yard.  Wells. 
Norfolk.  ( BR29I ) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

( )ver  800  titles  in  stock  ( Iredit  ( arils  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

file  Bird  Bookshop.  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace. 
Edinburgh  EH7  aB  I Tel:  03 1 -a.ih  lin  t 2 (24  hours  I 

(BBIW) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury. 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB113) 
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< „ The  original 

4*h  BIRDWATCHERS 

/yr  LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

23  West  Hill  Road,  Foxton, 

Cambridge  CB2  6SZ  (BB226) 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London ’s  leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Finlay:  .\J5ird-Finding  Guide  to  Canada.  PB  £13.95. 
Johnsgard:  Diving  Birds  of  North  America.  £42.75. 
Coates:  The  Birds  of  Papua  New  Guinea.  Yol.  I. 
£45.00.  Fuller:  Extinct  Birds.  £20.00.  De  Chamerlat: 
Falconry  and  Art.  £47.50. 

ICBP,  BTO,  BO  U Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 

Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3, 4 & Sackville  St,  London  W IX  2DP. 
01-734  I 150.  Just  o(F Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

(BB304) 


ORNITHOLOGISCHE  MITTEILUNGEN. 

Monthly  ornithological  journal  for  birdwatching 
and  field  ornithology  with  many  photos  of  birds. 
Annual  subscription  of  12  numbers  DM  58, 
Biologie-Y'erlag,  Postfach  1449.  D-6200  Wies- 
baden. (BB317) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB,  Bird  Study,  County  Reports  etc.) 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 

ORNITHOLIDAYS  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece, 
Vancouver  and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North 
West  Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3 
Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P02I 
2PW.  (BB  121) 


‘The  “British  Birds”  List 
of  Birds  of  the  Western 
Palearctic’ 

This  completely  revised, 
authoritative  list  of  West 
Palearctic  birds  is  still 
available  for  sale  through 
British  BirdShop.  It  is  in  a 
British  Birds- style  format, 
with  15  columns  for  use 
during  Held  trips  and  so 
on.  The  standard  price  is 
£1.85,  but  anyone  using 
the  British  BirdShop  order 
form  to  purchase  another 
book  (or  bird-sound  re- 
cordings) at  the  same  time 
can  obtain  a copy  of  this 
list  for  the  reduced  price  of 
£1.00. 

£1.85  post  free 
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FOR  SALE 


HERTS  OPTICAL  SERVICES 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

£152.95 

JS2 £133.97 

20  x W/A £43  70 

40  x ■ £37.37 

TSN1 £240  35 

™2  £227.70 

20  x W/l £70,15 

40  x W/A £4945 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75 £280.00 

30x80 £312  00 

SPACEMASTER 

20-45  x £189.00 


PRISMA 

20x60 


HIGH  RESOL 


UTION 

£205. 


00 


MAIL  ORDER 
BY  RETURN 
ADD  £3.00 
CARRIAGE 
& 

INSURANCE 

REPAIRS 


East  Anglian  Office: 
Telephone:  026  386  0286 


BINOCULARS 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10x40BGA 

8 x 40  BGA  

8 x 30  BGA 

ZEISS  WEST 
10x40  BGAT 

SWIFT 

AUDUBON  HR5 

BRESSER  GA. 

8x32 

7x42 

10x42 

PRISMA 

8 x 30B 

8 x 40B 

10  x 40B 

10  x BOB 


102a  VICTORIA  STREET  • ST  ALBANS  HERTS  Telephone:  (0727)  59392 


£175  00 
£17000 
£160  00 

£447  00 

....£176.23 

£184  00 
£185  00 
£186.00 

£87.00 
£90  99 
£92.60 
£98.75 

(BB232) 


BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  from 
Kay  Optical  Servicing.  Service  to  the  naturalist 
for  over  24  years.  Repairs  to  all  types  of  instru- 
ments carried  out  on  the  premises.  Estimates 
free.  Callers  welcome.  89B  London  Roadt, 
Mordern,  Surrey.  Telephone:  01-648  8822  (24 
hour).  fThe  A24.  We  are  opposite  the  Midland 
Bank.  (BB776) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  ' Li  ties — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redwing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road,  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

( BB80) 

FOCALPOINT  deal  with  birdwatchers  who 
understand  your  requirements.  All  the  leading 
instruments  from  stock — at  discount  prices.  We 
are  Nikon  and  Kowa  specialists!  Tony  and  Enid 
Murphy,  Focalpoint,  14Cogshall  Lane.  Comber- 
bach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS.  Tel:  0606 
891098.  (BB778) 


BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Your  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beaut)  of  oils. 
Animals,  portraits  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
w ith  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts. 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars,  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby. 
South  Humberside DN37  9QT.  ( BB69) 

HARTMANN  10  X 40  compact  binoculars  as 
new  £140.  25  Willow-croft  Road.  Spondon. 
Derby.  (BB307) 

CORNER  HOUSE  NESTS.  Perfect  present  for 
ornithologists  and  ringers:  Artificial  house  mar- 
tin nests  in  papier  mache,  realistic,  safe,  sparrow 
resistant,  removable  for  ringing  of  pulli.  Encour- 
age birds  away  from  doors  and  windows.  Nests 
reusable  year  after  vear.  Supplied  with  screws 
and  instructions.  Send  £15  per  pair  including 
p&p  to  Helen  Cavanagh,,  Corner  House.  Holles- 
ley.  Woodbridge, Suffolk  IPI 2 3RH.  ( BB324) 

BB  1946-73.  Standard  bound.  Offers  will  split ). 
64  Granville  St.  Peterborough  PEI  2QJ. 

(BB3I0) 


If  you  see  this  logo 

on  any  advertisement  you  can  be  sure 
that  the  product  is  reliable,  value  for 
money  and  of  top  quality.  It  will  have 
been  carefully  assessed  by  the  editors 
and  readers  of  the  monthly  magazine 
‘British  Birds'  BB314) 
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COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  Leaflet 
and  sample:  P & G Taylor,  PO  Box  87, 
Maidstone,  Kent  ME  15  SLY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB248) 

BIRDS  ON  GLASS.  Your  favourite  bird,  or 
indeed  any  subject!  Superbly  hand-engraved  on 
glass.  Ideal  gifts  for  Christmas.  Birthdays, 
Weddings  etc.  100%  satisfaction  — or  vour 
money  back.  Free  details:  Ferndale  Fine  Art 
(Dept  B).  8 Welcome  Cottages.  Slines  Oak  Road, 
Woldingham.  Surrey  ( 1R3  7FB.  ( BB294) 

BANNERMANS  Birds  of  the  B.  Isles.  12  Yols. 
Offers  to  03943  7516.  (BB320) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six 

volumes.  Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides. 
SAE  to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House.  Lvonshall  HRS 
3HS.  (BB321) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

British  Birds  is  the  established 
Birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain’s 
birders  with  a readership  of  over  40.000 
genuine  enthusiasts  even,  month. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  classified  pages 
of  British  Birds  have  become  the  ‘Birdwatcher’s 
Market  Place’  carrying  advertisements  in  such  a 
wide  range  of  categories  as:  Holiday  Accommoda- 
tion: For  Sale:  Wanted:  Tours  & Travel:  Books:  Bird 
Reports:  Courses:  Repairs:  Property  for  Sale:  To 
Let:  Stamps:  Appointments:  Personal:  Conferences: 
Overseas  Holiday  Accommodation:  Birdwatching 
Holiday. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 

0621  815089.  (BB326) 


PERSONAL 


THE  HAWK  TRUST  cares  about  all  birds  of 
prey.  Why  not  help  us  with  our  conservation 
projects?  For  information,  contact  the  Member- 
ship Secretary  (MW),  The  Hawk  Trust,  68 
Outwoods  Road,  Loughborough  LEI  1 3LY. Tel: 
Loughborough  215598.  (BB261) 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 

ZEISS  WEST 

10x40  BGA  T Dialyt 
S,  Focus  £429.00 

1 0x  40  B Dialyt  S/Focus  £429.00 
8x  30  BGA  T £360.00 

7x  42  BGA  T Dialyt  £414.00 
tv,  56  BGA  T Dialyt  £489.00 
8x 20  B Mini  Dialyt  £185.00 
1 0x  25  B Mini  Dialyt.  £199.95 
15x  60  GA  £768.00 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa/Access 
for  same  day  dispatch! 


SWIFT 

8 5x  44  New  Audubon  £169.95 
7.5x42  Osprey  with  case  £139.95 


ZEISS  JENA 

7x  40  BGA  new  model 
8x  30  Jenoptem 
8x  30  Dellrinlem 
8x  32  Notarem 
8x  50B  Oclarem 
7x50  Jenoplem 
10x40  Notarem 
lOx  50  Jenoplem 
lOx  50Dekarem 
1 2x  50  Dodecarem 


£230.00 
£47  95 
£55.95 
£120.00 
£179  95 
£64.95 
£176.00 
£65.95 
£88.95 
£203.45 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Superb  lightweight  Models 
from  W.  Germany  at  sensible 

nr  pp<; 

8x30  BGA  Alpin 

£170  00 

8x  40  EGA  Alpin 

£180  00 

lOx  40  BGA 

£185  00 

lOx  50  BGA  Alpin 

£205.00 

12x  50  BGA  Alpin 

£210  00 

7x  42  BGA  Alpin 

£187.00 

MIRADOR 

7x  42  B 

£125.00 

7x  42  BGA  R 'Armoured 

£129  00 

8x  42  B 

£119.00 

8x  42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£125.00 

10x42  B 

£125  00 

lOx  42  BGA  R'Armoured  £129.00 
lOx  50  BGA  R/Armoured £145.00 
All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

case  and  rainguard 

HABICHT 

8x  30  SLC/W 

£351.00 

10x40  SWL/M 

£358  00 

10x408  WMP  Diana.. 

£351  00 

HERTEL  & REUSS 

7x56  BGA  R;  prism 

£189  00 

8x  40  B 

£165.00 

8x  45  W W 

£289  00 

TELESCOPES 


A R HAWKINS 


SPACEMASTER 

Complete  with  zoom  eyepiece  and 
carrying  case  £194.95 

Spacemaster  with  22  W A eyepiece 
and  carrying  case  £174.95 
Optotyth  TBS  80  £296.00 

Optolyth  TB80  £287.00 

Optolyth  TB  eyepieces  20x 
£54  20x  WW  £88  . 30x 

£56  40*  £57 

Optolyth  30x80  £322.00 

Optolyth  30x75  £290.00 

Optolyth  22x70  £250.00 

Habicht  23x70  £216.00 

Kowa  TSN  2 £223.95 

Kowa  TSN  1.  £239.95 

Kowa  TSN  eyepieces  20  W A 
£68.95  25>  £56  40  40x 

£56.40  20-60  zoom 

£98.95  Photo  adaptor  £69 
Tamron  20-60x65  £299.00 

Mirador  Merlin  25x  60  £99.95 

Ooticron  HR  20-60x  60  £179.00 


'PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SLIK  D2  TRIPOD 
THE  finest  tripod  for  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a full  5ft 
9in.  weighs  only  41b  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £69.50 
Post  and  insurance  £2.75. 
ORDER  HOW  tor  "By  Return" 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50pL  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models. 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  from  railway. 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 p m 
Prices  correct  2nd  Sept  1987 
subject  to  change  availability. 


N’PTON  ® MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (D240) 


\\\ 


OPTOLYTH 


TBS  80 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D182) 
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465  The  ‘British  Birds’  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year 

466  Hudsonian  Godwit:  new  to  the  Western  Palearctic  Andrew  Grieve 
473  Identification  of  Upcher’s  Warbler  Hadoram  Shirihai 

482  Taxonomic  status  of  ‘Lesser  Golden  Plovers’  Dr  Alan  Knox 

487  Rare  birds — the  work  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 

P.  G.  Lansdown 

49 1 Seventy-five  years  ago . . . 

Notes 

492  Hudsonian  Godwit  in  Devon  Gary  Wright 

494  Little  Whimbrel  in  Norfolk  Richard J.  Walker  and John  Gregory 
497  Feral  Rock  Dove  displaying  to  and  attempting  to  copulate  with  corpse  of  another 

Evelyn  R.  Slavid  and  Julie  E.  Taylor 

497  Apparent  aerial  mating  by  Collared  Doves  Dr  A.  P.  Radford 

498  Pallid  Swift  in  Dyfed  Nick  Lethahy 

499  Trumpeter  Finch  in  Essex  Gary  Wright 

500  Over.bird  in  Devon  Nick  Ward 

Announcements 

502  KOVVA  prizes  for  BIY  winners 
502  Topography  charts 

502  ‘BB’  trip  to  Thailand 

503  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

503  Twitchett,  Stringwell  & Co. 

503  ‘BYVP’  vol.  V 

503  IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Applied  Ornithology  meeting 

Requests 

504  Binocular  and  telescopes  survey,  IV  „ 

504  Readership  survey  a '■)t 

504  Records  of  potential  new  species  for  Britain;  v 

505  Corpses  of  rarities 

* ' * 1 

505  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
507  Monthly  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

5 1 4 Monthly  marathon 

Line-drawings:  466  Hudsonian  Godwit  and  Black-tailed  Godwits  ( D . I.  M.  Wallace );  473 
Upcher’s  Warbler  (Norman  Arlott) ; 482  ‘Lesser  Golden  Plovers’  ( Ian  Lewington);  492  Hudsonian 
Godwit  and  Black-tailed  Godwit  (Gary  Wright );  499  Trumpeter  Finch  and  Linnets  (Gary 
Wright)\  507  Black-eared  Wheatear  (R.  Woodley)',  509  Rose-coloured  Starling  (C.  Gibbins) 

Front  cover:  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (John  M.  Walters):  The  original 
drawing  of  this  month’s  cover  design,  measuring  18.3  X 20.7  cm,  is  for  sale 
in  a postal  auction  (see  page  22  in  the  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 

EN5  5SZ 

Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat  n -4  A A A A AC* 

(24  hour  answer-phone)  U 1 I44u 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


TWO  GOOD  REASONS  TO  BUY  A ZEISS  OR  LEITZ  BINOCULAR 


ONE  Purchase  a West  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binocular  from  us  and 
you  will  automatically  be  entered  into  our  Free  Draw.  The 
lucky  winner  being  presented  with  free  of  charge  the  superb 

NIKON  20  x 60  FIELDSCOPE  ED. 

COMPLETE  WITH  CASE 

This  unique  opportunity  to  win  one  of  the  finest  bird  watching 
telescopes  will  be  limited  to  sales  between  1.8.87  & 
31.12.87. 


TWO  For  a limited  period  we  can  offer  you  interest  free 
credit  on  Zeiss  or  Leitz  binoculars.  Simply  select  the  model  of 
your  choice  pay  one  third  of  the  purchase  price  with  the 
balance  in  two  equal  payments  by  post  dated  cheque  one 
month  apart. 

EXAMPLE:  West  Zeiss  7 x 42  BGAT  £41500  Pay  just 
£138.33  with  two  further  post  dated  cheques  for  the  same 
amount.  Phone,  write  or  visit  for  a quote. 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20  B 176.00 

Dialyt  10  x 25  B 191.00 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA  215  00 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA  355.00 

Dialyt  7 x 42  BGA  415.00 

Dialyt  10x40  BT  Phone 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BGAT  Phone 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT  496.00 

15  x 60  Porro  T 729.00 

Rainguard  5.00 

Eye  Cups  (set)  10,00 

Lanyard  4.00 

All  West  Zeiss  supplied  with  Case  and 
Lanyard,  except  15  x 60 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BC  225  00 

Trinovid  8 x 20  BCA  235.00 

Trinovid  10x25  BC  235.00 

Trinovid  10x25  BCA  245  00 

Trinovid  7 x 42  BA  469.00 

Trinovid  8 x 40  BA  469  00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BA  469.00 

Trinovid  10  x 40  BAN  phone 

Case  for  Mini  12.50 

Soft  case  for  10x40  29.95 

Hard  case  for  10x40  36,95 

Eye  cups  (set)  12.00 

Rainguards  8.00 

Lanyards  7.50 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8x30  BGA  170.00 

Alpin  8x40  BGA  180.00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA  185.00 

Alpin  7x42  BGA  187.00 

Alpin  10  x 50  BGA  205.00 

Uptolyth  22  x 60  BGA  195.00 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA  290.00 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA  322.00 

Ootolvth  TB80  BGA  287.00 

Optolyth  TBS80  BGA  297.00 

20  x WA  88.00 

20  x 54.00 

30  x 56.00 

40  x 57.00 

Case  for  Optolyth  Telescopes  35.00 
except  22x60  15.00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30  44.95 

Deltrintem  8 x 30 
Dekarem  10x50 


NIKON 

7 x 20  B 
9 x 25  B 


8 x 30  ZCF 
10x35  ZCF 
Field  Scope  20  x 60 
Field  Scope  20  x 60  Ed 
Photo  Kit 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  15  x, 

30  x,  40  x,  60  x each 
Filter  Ring 
Rubber  Hood 
Eye  Piece  Case 

KOWA 

TS-2 
TS-1 
20  x WA 
27  x WA 
TS  601 
TS602 

Eyepieces  20  x WA 
Eyepieces  20  x 60  x zoom 
TSN-1 
TSN-2 

TSN-3  Fluorite 
TSN-4  Fluorite 
20  x WA 
25  x 
40  x 

20  x -60  x Zoom 
Case  for  TSN 
Photo  Kit 
BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster 
1 5 x-45  x 
20  x 60  x 
22  x WA 
Case 

ADLERBLICK 

8 x 32  B 

7 x 42  B 

8 x 42  B 
10  x 42  B 
10  x 50  B 

Also  av.  in  Rubber  Finish 
Adlerscope  80 
25x80 
40  x 

20  x-60  x zoom 
Photo  Kit 
We  also  stock  Opthron,  Mirador 
Habicht,  Swift.  Minolta,  etc 


189.00 
209  00 
269  00 

MIRADOR 

8 x 42B 

110.00 

10  x 42B 

11400 

1 0 x 50B 

122.00 

48900 

Merlin  25x60 

89.00 

157  00 

Merlin  18  x -40x60 

119.00 

Merlin  30x75 

109.00 

65.00 

ACCESSORIES 

14.25 

Hide  Mount 

2800 

10  25 

Car  Window  Mt 

2200 

695 

Universal  Mt 

2200 

Rainguards  from 

250 

133  00 

Manfrotto/Cullman  Tripod 

79.95 

155  00 

BARBOUR 

4100 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for  the 

41.00 

Worst  British  Weather 

18600 

Durham  Jkt 

52.95 

16600 

Bedale  Jkt 

6295 

47.50 

93.50 
235  00 
225  00 

435.00 

425.00 

69.00 
4500 

45.00 
99  00 

19.50 
6900 

144  00 
5500 
6000 

35.00 

15.00 

119.00 

99.00 

117.00 

123.00 
137  00 


349.00 
6995 
86  95 
23.95 


54  95 

SLIK 

37  95 

88  95 

Slik  Gazelle 

Slik  88 

65  95 

Slik  Master  D2 

6995 

74.95 

Slik  Black  Diamond 

75  95 

79  95 

SL67 

104.95 

Gamefair  Jkt  7195 

Beaufort  Jkt  75.95 

Border  Jkt  82.95 

Northumbria  Jkt  87.55 

WarmLinnings  17  45 

Hoods  995 

Please  state  size  with  order  Colour 
Barbour  Catalogue  on  request 
Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour. 
PERSONAL  CALLERS 
Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equipment 
Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with 
Optolyth,  Mirador  with  Bushnell.  We 
are  a completely  independent 
company  who's  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 
PHONE  ORDER 
Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed  with 
Access  or  Visa  Card  will  be 
despatched  same  day  by  Post  or 
Securicor. 

MAILORDER 
Just  add  £2  00  to  help  cover  p.&p. 
and  insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
depatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equipment  is 
supplied  on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance. 

TELESCOPES  & 

TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod  at 
the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very 
special  price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 

Prices  Correct  6.10.87  E.&E.O  (D254) 


THE  GREAT  NEW 
WAY  TO  PURCHASE 


FOR  THAT  LITTLE 
SOMETHING  EXTRA 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES 


PHONE  US  for  down-to-earth  advice, 
written  quotes  on  leading  instruments,  OR 
simply  ask  for  our  FREE  mail  order  Factsheets 
FIELD  TEST  OUR  RECOMMENDED  LEADING  INSTRUMENTS 
ANYWHERE  IN  CORNWALL 

(If  you  have  a planned  blrding  trip  to  Cornwall  we  appreciate 
as  much  notice  as  possible  to  arrange  this  popular  service) 

OUR  PRICES  RIVAL  THE  BEST  - OUR  SERVICE  IS  UNRIVALLED 

Write  to  SCOPES  or  phone  Robin  & Caroline  Mason 

3 Gilberts  Terrace,  Broad  Lane,  (0209) 210060 

lllogan,  Redruth,  Cornwall  ANYTIME! 

TS"  WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 

■■■I 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi  N.  E.  Greece 

Tanzania  Yugoslavia 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies  Lake  Neusiedl 


The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D227)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


n 


Sponsors  For  Bird  Illustrator 
Of  The  Year  Competition 


‘Fieldfare’  by  Guy  Troughton 
B.I.Y.  87 


...  A superb  image 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent.  TN8  6HA. 
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The  SKUAS 


by  ROBERT  W.  FURNESS 

The  full  classification  of  the  skuas 
Is  still  debated,  by  Dr  Furness  of 
the  Applied  Ornithology  Unit, 

Glasgow  University,  favours  six 
species,  of  two  genera,  with  five 
subspecies,  based  on  current 
knowledge  and  his  own  long  and 
dedicated  field  studies  and 
research. 

All  of  the  species  are  treated 
comparatively  under  the  following 
chapter  titles:  Early  history  and 
classification,  Distributions  and 
populations,  Migration  patterns, 
Reversed  sexual  size  dimorphism, 
Behaviour,  Food  and  feeding, 
Kleptoparasitism,  Plumage 
polymorphism,  Breeding  systems 
and  social  organisation,  Breeding 
- laying  to  hatching,  Breeding  - 
hatching  to  fledging,  Population 
dynamics,  Pollutants,  Skuas  and 
agriculture,  Skuas  and 
conservation. 

The  text  is  supported  by  1 00  maps 
and  diagrams,  30  photographs 
and  65  tables.  In  addition,  John 
Busby  contributes  35  evocative 
drawings  which  more  than 
embellish  this  erudite  and 
readable  summary  of  an 
impressive  and  diverse  group  of 
birds. 

368  pages,  £18.00  net 
T & A D POYSER 
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"I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.  ” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

IV/livorlsw* 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 
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25x80  SPOTTING  SCOPE 

A SPOTTING  SCOPE  PURCHASE  OF  A 
LIFETIME  - FOR  A LIFETIME 


IT'S  NOT  MAGIC. 


Although  its  all  done  by  mirrors  as 
the  conventional  erecting  prism 
system  has  been  replaced  by  a high 
reflected  coated  mirror  system... 
which  is  offering  arguably  a brighter 
image. 

The  80mm  objective  lens  has  been 
Magenta  Coated  and  the  selection  of 
eyepieces,  all  offering  high  eye 
point,  are  amber  coated.  Ideal  for 
spectacle  wearers. 

The  Adlerscope  80  is  available 
either  angled  or  straight  and  comes 
complete  with  a 25x  eye  piece. 
Accessories  available  include  1 5x, 
40x,  20-60x  zoom  eye  pieces, 
camera  adaptor  and  a rubber 
objective  lens  hood. 


NEW  BROCHURE  NOW  AVAILABLE 


With  the  purchase  of  the  Adlerscope  80  Spotting  Scope,  JJ  Vickers  offer 
you  a lifetime  guarantee  applicable  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  does  not 
affect  your  statutory  rights. 

For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist,  please  contact  the  sole  U K.  importer 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD. 

UNIT  1.  RIVERHURST  HOUSE,  2 A PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENTBR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  forexample:- 


BINOCULARS  £ 

ZEISS  (West) 


10  x 25  B Dialyt 

200 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 

205 

8 x 30  BGA  Dialyt 

370 

10x40  BGA  Dialyt  (9901) 

Phone 

10  x 40  BT  Dialyt 

(close  focus) 

Phone 

7 x 42  BGA  Dialyt 

422 

8 x 56  BGA  Dialyt 

503 

15  x 60  GAT  Porro 

645 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 

509 

LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC  Trinovid 

225 

8x20  BCA  Trinovid 

249 

10  x 25  BC  Trinovid 

249 

10x25  BCA  Trinovid 

257 

8x32  BA  Trinovid 

424 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 

469 

10  x 40  BA/NTrinovid 

499 

Miniature  soft  case 

15 

BA  soft  case 

36 

SWAROVSKI 

lOx  40  WM ‘Diana’ 

289 

(NEW)  8 x 30  SLC  root  prism  351 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin 

170 

8x40  Alpin 

180 

10x40  Alpin 

185 

7x42  Alpin 

187 

10x50  Alpin 

205 

12x50  Alpin 

210 

OPTICRON  £ 

8 x 32  High  Resolution  93 

8 x 42  High  Resolution  110 

10x42  High  Resolution  114 

10x50  High  Resolution  122 

NIKON 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  root  prism  268 

8x23  Compact  119 

8-16x40  Zoom  (New)  393 

SWALLOW 

Roof  prism,  10x40  or  8x40 
(rubber  covered)  111 

8 x 21  Roof  prism  55 

ADLERBLICK 

7 x 21  (porro)  compact  109 

8 x 24  (porro)  compact  119 

JASON 

Discovery  sound  amplifier  and 
earphones  (fits  binocular  tripod 
bush)  49.95 

TRIPODS  etc. 

Slik  Master  D2  tripod  73 

Slik  SL  67  tripod  105 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  mount  38 

Window  mount  24 


CLOTHING  (waxed  cotton) 

Barbour  and  Beaver 
jackets  etc,  stocked. 


TELESCOPES  £ 

Nikon  20x60  ED  489 

Extra  eyepieces  58 

Optolyth  30  x 75  290 

Optolyth  30  x 80  322 

Optolyth  TB  80  body  287 

Optolyth  TB80/450  body  297 

TB  80  eyepieces  56 

Optolyth  22-60  x 70  297 

Optolyth  15-40x60  235 

Optolyth  22  x 60  195 

Optolyth  22  x 70  250 

Kowa  TSN-1  body  240 

Kowa  TSN-2  body  225 

Kowa  TSN-3  body  449 

Kowa  TSN-4  body  439 

TSN  zoom  eyepiece  100 

TSN  20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

Kowa  TS-1  body  160 

Kowa  TS-2  body  140 

Kowa  eyepieces  (TS)  from  30 
TS-6  20-60x60  213 

Kowa  TS-9R  20  x 50  92 

Opticron  HR  zoom  179 

Opticron  HR  zoom  (45°)  195 

Opticron  HR  zoom  GA  210 

Piccolo  (e.g.  40  x 60)  118 

Piccolo  20-60  x 60  145 

Spacemasterzoom  199 

Spacemaster  22  x WA  179 

Adlerscope  80mm  body 
(straight  or  45°)  285 

25  x (W)  eyepiece  64 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  87 


SOME  SPECIAL  OFFERS  (e.g.) 

KOWA  TS-1  telescope  with  30x,  40x  or  50x  eyepiece  £170 
KOWA  TS-2  telescope  with  30x,  40x  or  50x  eyepiece  £1 65 

Habicht  1 0 x 40  WM  Diana  binoculars  £289 

Swift  20  x 80  BCF  Observation  binoculars,  wtih  tripod  fitting  £365 
Zeiss  15x60  GAT  Porro  binoculars  £645 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 
Be  seeing  you! 


9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


39B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D252) 
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New  This  Autumn 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  BEDFORDSHIRE,  BERKSHIRE,  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

HERTFORDSHIRE  & OXFORDSHIRE 

Brian  Clews,  Andrew  Heryet  and  Paul  Trodd 

£9.95  pbk  0-7470-0401-3  320  pages 

70  maps,  31  line  drawings  September 

WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  KENT,  SURREY  & SUSSEX 
Don  Taylor,  Jeffery  Wheatley  and  Tony  Prater 
£9.95  pbk  0-7470-2600-9  288  pages 

56  maps,  35  line  drawings  September 

WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  WALES 
David  Saunders 

£9.95  pbk  0-7470-3000-6  256  pages 

55  maps,  30  line  drawings  October 


WHERE  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  IN  THE  WEST  MIDLANDS 
Graham  Harrison  and  Jack  Sankey 
£9.95  pbk  0-7470-1402-7  288  pages 

53  maps,  25  line  drawings  October 


Already  available:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  and  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  East  Anglia 


a iKJsrop]  m 


HELM 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


(D223) 


Voyages  Jules  Verne's  7 QOO 
Natural  World 

BIRDWATCHING,  NATURAL  HISTORY 
AND  WILDLIFE  TOURS 

BERDUN,  SPAIN 
JAEN,  SPAIN 

DANUBE  DELTA,  ROMANIA 
BOSPHORUS,  TURKEY 
BORNEO 

MAURITIUS  AND  SEYCHELLES 
INDIA 
BHUTAN 

ECUADOR  AND  GALAPAGOS 
ANTARCTICA 
KENYA 

OLYMPIC  NAT  PARK,  USA 
CHINA 


Full  details  and  brochure  from: 
Voyages  Jules  Verne’s  Natural  World 
21  Dorset  Square,  London  NW'l  6QG 
Tel:  01-724  6624 


(D259) 


UNBEATABLE  PRICES,  PART-EX  & REPAIRS 


MAIL  ORDERS  SHOP  SALES 


WA11LLS  187  years  as  0PT,CAL  SPECIALISTS 

Unrivalled  Experience  Advice  & Service 


established  1800ad 


SPOTTING  SCOPES 


BINOCULARS 


Merlin  25  x 60 
Discoverer 
Spacemaster 
15-45  x 60 
Kowa  TSN1  Body 
Kowa  25/40  x 

£89.00 

£195.00 

£185.00 

£235.00 

op 

Mirador  10  x 42 
SWIFT  SP  8 x 32 
SWIFT  Audubon 

£114.00 

£81.00 

£175.00  < 

£145  00 

S EXCLUSIVE 
3i  OFFER 

Cs_  1 bflaJWT 

ADLERBLICK 

7 x 21  RA  £109.00 

7 x 42  £99.00 

8x32  £119.00 


8 x 20  BC 
10  x 25  BC 
8 x 40  BC 


LEITZ 


ZEISS  (WEST) 

8 x 20  B £176.00 

10  x 25  B £191.00 

8 x 30  BGAT  £355.00 
10  x 40  BGAT  £430.00 

£224.00 
£234.00 
£468.00 

D249 


^ .A 

to  talk  Optics  & Prices  contact  A 

PETER  CONNELL  051  227  1376  & 236  3206 
36  Exchange  Street  East,  Liverpool  L2  3PT 
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Charles  Frank — 

The  ffaih  Optical  Experts 


CHARLES  FRANK 

© 

Carefully  selected,  all 

these  fine 

binoculars  offer  excellent  value  and 

are  covered  by  our 

10  year 

guarantee 

STANDARD  RANGE 

8x30 

41.95 

8x40 

48  95 

7x50 

54  95 

10x50 

56  95 

GOLD  LABEL 

Superb  lightweight  compact  bin 

oculars  Suitable  for 

spectacle 

wearers 

8 <32  (wide  angle) 

96.00 

8x42 

112  00 

10x42  (wide  angle) 

1 1 5.00 

ROOF  PRISM 

8x21  mini 

76.00 

10x25  mini  armoured 

84  50 

8x30 

94.50 

9x35 

97  50 

10x40 

99  50 

8 x 56  armoured 

115.00 

HARRIER 

High  quality  roof  prism 

8x40 

149  00 

10x40 

159  00 

OBSERVATION 

20x70 

159.00 

Tripod  adaptor 

4.50 

AUTUMN 

SPECIAL 


CHARLES  FRANK 
20  x SO  ARMOURED 

* Supero  optical  performance 

* IruDDer  armoured  tor  improved 
duraoiifv 

* Ruober  eyecup  "deal  to r 
spectacle  rearers 


1 KOWA 

TSN  1 body 

239  00 

TSN  2 body 

229.00 

TSN  3 body 

449  00 

TSN -4  body 

439  00 

Eyepiece  25/40X 

45  00 

Eyepiece  20X  wa 

68  50 

Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom 

99  50 

Soft  Case 

19.50 

***  STOP  PRESS  *** 


Sleek  new  scopes  from  Kowa 
Multi  coated  60mm  objectives 


TS-601  (45)  166  00 

IS-602  166.00 

Eyepiece  ?0x  wa  47.50 

Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom  93.50 


HABICHT 


Fully  water  resistant  Binoculars 
from  Sworovski  of  Austria 


8X20B 

225.00 

1 Ox 25BCA  Green 

255  00 

8 x 40BA-Green 

475.00 

10*40BA-Green 

475.00 

1 0x 40BA  CF  Black 

499  00 

345  00 

10*4CWM  Diana  345.00 

1Qx40SL  399.00 


The  birdwatchers  choc©  Superb 
quality  from  W Germany 


mm 


1 0 * 40B/GAT * Short  Focus  429  00 
All  other  models  available 


Spacemaster 

15-45x60 


199  00 


14-45x50  armoured 

& case 

98  00 

20-60x  60  armoured 

& case 

108.00 

22  x 60  wa  prismatic 

149  50 

20-60x60  prismatic 

1 79.50 

30x75  armoured 

189  00 

7 5x42  Osprey  Armoured  149.50 
179.50 

10  4?  SPWA  139.50 

15-60  x 60  Telemaster  275.00 


8x30  19900 

219  00 

20x60  ED  telescope  499.00 


20-60x  65  catadioptric  319.50 


1 OPTOLYTH 

Extremely  light  West  German  bin 

oculars  Rubber  armoured 

8x40 

180.00 

10x40 

185.00 

10x50 

205  00 

12x50 

210.00 

telescopes 

TB80  body 

287  00 

Eyepiece  20/30/40X 

55.00 

30x75 

290  00 

Cose  (both  models) 

35  00 

1 CARL  ZEISS 

— JENA 

Good  value  from  East  Germany 

8x30  Deltrintem 

59  00 

7x50  Binoctem 

89  00 

10x50  Dekarem 

95.00 

8x50  Octarem 

199  00 

ES 

Slik  D2  tripod 

69  95 

Cor  Window  Mount  27.95 

This  advertisement  can  only  cover  a 
small  part  of  our  range  f uli  details 
are  m our  binocular  or  telescope 
briefing  pocks 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

A Folding  Pocket 
Magnifier 

FREE 

with  every  instrument 
ordered  before  30/11/87 
Mention  British  Birds 


ARE  YOU  UNDECIDED? 


I SERVICE  DEPT. 


■ PRICES 


We  believe  that  any  instrument  purchased  from  us  will  provide  you 
with  many  years  excellent  service  if  you  need  advice  in  choosing  the 
best  equipment  for  your  own  particular  requirement  then  please 
telephone  or  pay  us  a visit  We  will  be  delighted  to  offer  you  the 
benefits  of  our  friendly,  expert  help 

Remember,  our  fast  and  efficient  mail  order  scheme  offers  the  security 
of  our  money  back  promise  should  the  equipment  prove  to  be 
unsuitable 


Ring 

now! 


Visa  & Access  Welcome 


visa 

Does  your  binocular  strain  your 
eyes0  Does  it  need  cleaning0 
We  will  clean  and  realign  your 
hand  held  binocular  or  tele 
scope  at  a special  price  of 
i 17  50  including  return  postoge 
Full  repair  service  available 
Charles  Frank  Service  Division 
93  Hope  Street  Glasgow  G26LD 


rnrr  post,  packing 
iKCC  4 INSURANCE 

Prices  include  vat  unsuitable 
goods  may  be  returned  within 
14  days  m unused  condition  for 
full  refund  All  offers  current  unM 
30/11/87  subject  to  stock 
avoilabiiitv  and  prices  ruhng  of 
8/10/87. 


. and  now  the  finest  birdwatching  telescope 


(0728)  3506 

y ■ 

Saxmundham.  Suffolk  IPI7  2NL 

We  ore  on  me  B1121  (dd  A 12)  mile  North  ot  Soxmundhom^^W 

OPEN  9-5  MONDAY-FRIDAY 

24  HR  TELEPHONE  ANSWERING 


Superb  optics  - brilliant  image 
Modern  design  — practical  features 
Quick  change  bayonet  eyepieces 

7e  recommend  KOWA  tSN  Telescopes  for  photographic  use 

SN-2  COMPLETE  WITH  20-60X  ZOOM  EYEPIECE  AND  SOFT  CASE 


£329 


•Vtfpr* 


,vf\  f. . ■ X* 


omplete  Outfit 


(D258) 


Clear 

Choice 


“ The  enormous  field  of  view  will 
be  especially  welcomed  by 
all  spectacle  wearers . . . 
particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or 
forest;  for  seawatching  or 
raptor-watching  and  on  any 
occasion  when  a small  object 
needs  to  be  located  against  a 
relatively  large  or  uniform 
background,  such  as  leaves, 
sea  or  sky. 

. . . Magnificent  binoculars 
of  the  very  highest  quality, 
ideal  for  birdwatching  in  all 
conditions  . . . I cannot 
recommend  them  too 
strongly.  . . 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 
June  1986) 

Superb  optical 
performance.  The  T*  multi- 
layer, anti-reflection  coating 
ensures  excellent  image 
contrast  and  outstanding 
clarity  in  poor  light  conditions. 
Minimum  focusing  distance  3.5m. 
Rubber  armoured,  rugged  and  reliable 


/x42b/UAI 


Zeiss  offers  a wide  choice.  Write  for  catalogue 
and  nearest  stockist. 


The  name  makes  the  difference 
The  difference  made  the  name 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts.  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 
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Editorial  changes 


Eagle-eyed  readers  will  have 
spotted  the  recent  addition  to 
the  inside  front  cover  of  the  name 
l)r  Mark  Boyd,  our  new  Assistant 
Editor.  Dr  Boyd  officially  joined  the 
staff  on  21st  April,  but  had  already 
met  many  BB  subscribers  at  the 
Joint  British  Birds/ B IX)  Conference 
at  Swanwick  earlier  in  the  month. 

After  serving  for  more  than  ten 
years,  P.  J.  Grant  resigned  from  the 
Editorial  Board  on  31st  July.  The 
enormous  contribution  made  by 
Peter,  as  Chairman  of  the  Rarities 
Committee  and  in  many  matters 
relating  to  identification,  is  recog- 
nised by  all  his  colleagues.  We  wish 


261.  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler  (with  Bird  Photo- 
graph of  the  Year  winner,  Dr  Kevin  Carlson) 
(Tessa  Musgrave) 


him  well  in  all  his  future  ventures, 
which  include  at  least  one  exciting 
major  book  project  for  Collins:  an 


262.  Assistant  Editors,  David  Christie  (left) 
and  l)r  Mark  Boyd  (Tessa  Musgrai<e) 


advanced  Western  Palearctic  field 
guide. 

Following  the  unanimous  invita- 
tion of  the  three  remaining  Edi- 
torial Board  members,  Dr  R.  j. 
Chandler  agreed  to  join  the  Board, 
with  effect  from  1st  August. 
Richard  is  well  known  to  all  BB 
readers:  he  and  Don  Smith  became 
our  joint  Photographic  Consultants 
in  September  1980.  Richard  will 
continue  in  this  role,  as  well  as 
contributing  his  other  ornithologi- 
cal talents  to  the  Editorial  Board’s 
deliberations. 

The  death  of  our  Senior  Editor, 
Stanley  Cramp,  in  mid  August, 
after  a long  illness,  was  a serious 
loss  not  only  to  British  Birds , but 
also  to  British  and  Palearctic  orni- 
thology. As  Chairman  of  our 
Editorial  Board,  Stanley’s  wise 
council  had  guided  BB  for  almost  a 
quarter  of  a century  . A full  obituary 
will  be  published  in  due  course. 
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Report  on  rare  birds 
in  Great  Britain 
in  1986 

Michael  J.  Rogers  and  the  Rarities  Committee 

with  comments  by  S.  J.  M.  Gant  let  t 

This  is  the  twenty-ninth  annual  report  of  the  Rarities  Committee.  For 
the  fifth  consecutive  year,  the  work  of  the  Committee  was  supported 
by  the  very  welcome  sponsorship  of  Zeiss  West  Germany.  This  much- 
appreciated  financial  assistance  enables  us  to  deal  more  effectively  with 
both  the  processing  and  the  publication  of  records  and  to  include 
photographs  and  drawings  of  some  of  the  rarities  within  this  report. 

Rarities  Committee  membership  is  listed  on  the  inside  front  cover  each 
month,  and  on  the  back  of  the  title  page  in  each  volume.  Points  of  interest 
arising  mainly  from  the  Committee’s  annual  meeting  in  April  1987  have 
been  published  already  in  ‘Rarities  Committee  news  and  announcements' 
{Brit.  Birds  80:  421-423).  It  is  pertinent  to  reiterate  that  Crane  Grus grus  and 
Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis  will  be  removed  from  the  list  of  species 
assessed  by  the  Committee  with  effect  from  1st  January  1988.  Observers 
are  reminded  that,  from  then  onwards,  full  details  of  Crane  and  Ring- 
billed Gull  sightings  will  be  required  by  the  appropriate  county  and 
regional  recorders. 

Details  of  the  Committee’s  constitution  and  operation  have  been 
published  recently  in  ‘Rare  birds:  the  work  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee'  {Brit.  Birds  80:  487-491)  and  are  contained  in  a fact  sheet,  a 
copy  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers, 
whose  address  is  at  the  end  of  this  report.  Also  available  from  the 
Secretary  is  a list  of  the  species  considered  by  the  Committee  (12  of  these 
have  since  been  removed  from  the  list:  see  Brit.  Birds  75:  338;  80:  421-423), 
and  copies  of  the  Rarities  Committee  Record  Fonn,  which  should  be  used 
(or  its  format  followed)  when  submitting  reports.  Please  enclose  a 
stamped-addressed  envelope  of  suitable  size  when  requesting  any  of  these 
items.  All  reports  of  any  species  on  the  Committee’s  list  should  be  sent  to 
the  Secretary  or,  in  the  case  of  a trapped  and  ringed  rarity,  to  the  BTO 
Ringing  Office,  both  preferably  via  the  appropriate  county  or  regional 
recorder. 

1986  and  earlier  years 

The  Committee  has  already  dealt  with  660  records  for  1986,  79%  of  which 
have  been  accepted.  A total  of  293  records  for  1986  and  earlier  years  is  still 
under  consideration  for  a variety  of  reasons,  including  late  submission, 
lack  of  adequate  details,  a need  to  refer  to  experts  or  to  investigate  escape 
likelihood  here  and  on  the  Continent,  the  occasional  intentional  delay 
pending  better  definition  of  identification  criteria,  the  requirement,  for 
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records  of  species  new  to  Britain,  to  be  verified  also  by  the  British 
Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee,  and  several  other  factors. 

1 ie-1986  records  with  which  the  Committee  is  currently  involved 
include  several  Little  Shearwaters  Puffinus  assimilis,  Wilson’s  Petrels 
Oceanites  oceanicus  and  Madeiran  Petrels  Oceanodroma  castro , two  Falcated 
Ducks  Anas  Jalcata,  Marbled  Duck  Marmaronetta  angustirostris,  several 
Common  Scoters  Melanitta  nigra  americana  and  Red-necked  Stints  Calidris 
ruficollis , two  Long-toed  Stints  C.  subminuta,  several  South  Polar  Skuas 
Stercorarius  maccormicki , Rufous  I urtle  Dove  Streptopelia  orientalis,  Oriental 
Cuckoo  Cuculus  saturatus,  Egyptian  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  aegyptius , two 
American  Pipits  Anthus  wbescens,  several  Northern  Mockingbirds  Mimus 
polyglottos,  Blyth  s Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  dumetorum,  several  Collared 
flycatchers  Ficedula  albicollis , two  Short-toed  Treecreepers  Certhia  brachydac- 
tyla,  two  Brown  Shrikes  Lanins  cristatus,  several  Arctic  Redpolls  Carduelis 
homemanni , two  Pine  Buntings  Emberiza  leucocephalos , and  two  Yellow- 
headed  Blackbirds  Xanthocephalus  xanthocephalus. 

The  Committee  is  also  engaged  upon  reviews  of  both  past  and  pending 
records  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla  ftava  feldegg , Citrine 
Wagtails  M.  citreola,  Olivaceous  Warblers  Hippolais  pallida  and  Isabelline 
Shrikes  Lanius  isabellinus. 

Pre-1986  records  still  being  investigated  by  the  BOU  Records  Commit- 
tee include  those  concerning  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  Diomedea  chlororhyn- 
chos,  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  Bucephala  islandica,  White-headed  Duck  Oxyura 
leucocephala , Oriental  Pratincole  Glareola  maldivamm , Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo , 
White-winged  Lark  Melanocoiypha  leucoptera,  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 
variegata , Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  solitarius,  Varied  Thrush  Zoothera 
naevia,  Daurian  Starling  Stumus  stuminus,  Wilson’s  Warbler  Wilsonia  pus  ill  a. 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  Dendroica  pensylvanica,  Yellow-browed  Bunting 
Emberiza  chrysophrys,  Chestnut  Bunting  E.  rutila , and  Painted  Bunting 
Passerina  ciris. 
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of  the  species.  Some  of  the  drawings  submitted  with  records  are  included 
in  this  report.  PGL 


Systematic  list  of  accepted  records 

The  principles  and  procedures  followed  in  considering  records  were 
explained  in  the  1958  report  (Brit.  Birds  53:  155-158).  The  systematic  list  is 
set  out  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  1985  report  (79:  526-588).  The  following 
points  show  the  basis  on  which  the  list  has  been  compiled. 


(i)  The  details  included  for  each  record 
are  (1)  county;  (2)  locality;  (3)  number  of 
birds  if  more  than  one,  and  age  and  sex  if 
known  (in  the  case  of  spring  and  summer 
records,  however,  the  age  is  normally  given 
only  where  the  bird  concerned  was  not  in 
adult  plumage);  (4)  if  trapped  or  found  dead 
and  where  specimen  is  stored,  if  known;  (5) 
date(s);  and  (6)  observer(s)  up  to  three  in 
number,  in  alphabetical  order.  In  accord- 
ance with  our  declared  policy  (see  Brit.  Birds 
68:  1-4),  the  new  county  names  have  been 
used,  and  observers  are  asked  to  bear  this  in 
mind  when  submitting  records. 

(ii)  In  general,  this  report  is  confined  to 
records  which  are  regarded  as  certain,  and 
‘probables’  are  not  included.  In  the  case  of 
the  %'ery  similar  Long-billed  Limnodromus 
scolopaceus  and  Short-billed  Dowitchers  L. 
griseus,  however,  we  are  continuing  to  pub- 
lish indeterminate  records,  and  this  also 
applies  to  observations  of  pratincoles  Glar- 
eola  and  of  such  difficult  groups  as  albatros- 
ses I)iomedea  and  frigatebirds  Fregala. 

(iii)  The  sequence  of  species,  English 
names  and  specific  nomenclature  follow  The 
‘British  Birds'  I.ist  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 
(1984).  Any  sight  records  of  subspecies 
(including  those  of  birds  trapped  and  re- 
leased) are  normally  referred  to  as  ‘showing 


the  characters’  of  the  race  concerned. 

(iv)  The  three  numbers  in  brackets  after 
each  species’  name  refer  respectively  to  the 
total  number  of  individuals  recorded  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  (excluding  those  ‘At 
sea’)  (1)  to  the  end  of  1957,  (2)  for  the  period 
since  the  formation  of  the  Rarities  Commit- 
tee in  1958,  but  excluding  (3)  the  current 
year.  The  decision  as  to  whether  one  or 
more  individuals  was  involved  is  often  dif- 
ficult and  rather  arbitrary,  but  the  consensus 
of  members  is  indicated  by  ‘possibly  the 
same’  (counted  as  different  in  the  totals), 
‘probably  the  same’  (counted  as  the  same  in 
totals),  or  ‘the  same’  when  the  evidence  is 
certain  or  overwhelming.  An  identical 
approach  is  applied  to  records  of  the  same 
species  recurring  at  the  same  locality  after  a 
lapse  of  time,  including  those  which  occur 
annually  at  the  same  or  a nearby  site.  In 
considering  claims  of  more  than  one  indi- 
vidual at  the  same  or  adjacent  localities,  the 
Committee  usually  requires  firm  evidence 
before  more  than  one  is  counted  in  the 
totals.  A detailed  breakdown  of  the  figures 
for  previous  years  is  held  by  the  Honorary 
Secretary. 

(v)  The  world  breeding  range  is  given  in 
brackets  at  the  beginning  of  each  species 
comment. 
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White-billed  Diver  G avia  adamsii  (18,  82,  8) 

Lothian  Hopetoun,  age  uncertain,  9th  March  (C.  I.  & W.  G.  Prest). 

Norfolk  Blakeney  Point,  adult,  remains  only,  28th  July,  possibly  died  about  February,  now 
at  Castle  Museum,  Norwich  (per  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett);  presumed  same  as  1985  individual 
below.  Cley,  adult,  4lh  October  (D.  J.  Holman  el  at.),  presumed  same,  17th  (G.  E.  Dunmore, 
M.  J.  Eccleshall,  E.  T.  Gates  el  at.). 

Shetland  Rae  Wick,  possibly  first-summer,  15th  June  (M.  R.  Navin,  G.  Shorrock  el  at.). 
Strathclyde  Loch  Indaal,  Islay,  adult,  moribund,  heavily  oiled,  27th  March  (J.  Davis,  P. 
Moore).  Kennedy’s  Pass,  near  Girvan,  Ayrshire,  26th  April  (W.  A.  Davidson).  Bennane 
Head,  Ballantrae,  different  adult,  27th  April  (1).  L.  Clugston,  R.  H.  Hogg,  J.  K.  R.  Melrose). 
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Fig.  1.  White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  (with  Black-throated  Diver  G.  arctica ),  Norfolk, 

September  1985  {J.  A.  Hazed) 
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1983  Shetland  Whalsay,  first-year,  5th  January  to  16th  March  (Brit.  Birds  77:  508),  now 
considered  adult  and  same  as  recorded  on  22nd  April  to  5th  May. 

1985  Norfolk  Blakeney  Point,  adult,  29th  September  (C.J.  & J.  A.  Hazell,  P.  Whiteman,  J. 
Young  et  at.)  (fig.  1);  see  Norfolk  above. 

1985  Shetland  South  Nestings  Bay,  probably  first-summer,  2nd  June  (I.  D.,  R.  C.  & Mrs 
G.  M.  Broadbent). 

(Arctic  Russia  eastwards  to  Arctic  Canada)  In  Ireland,  one  at  Ardglass, 
Co.  Down,  from  2nd  February  to  the  end  of  March  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plates 
147-149).  An  about  average  showing,  with  most  in  Scotland  as  usual.  The 
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Norfolk  records  are  the  first  for  that  well-watched  county,  and  are  only  the 
fifth  and  sixth  ever  south  of  Yorkshire. 

Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  (0,  9,  0) 

1985  Western  Isles  Loch  na  Liana  Moire,  South  List,  27th  April,  22nd  July  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
528),  still  present  22nd  August  (T.  J.  Dix). 

(North  America) 

Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  melanophris  (2,  23,  0) 

Shetland  Hermaness,  Unst,  first  seen  1972  (Brit.  Birds  79:  529),  again  present,  18th  March  to 
6th  September  (per  D.  Coutts)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  215). 

(Southern  oceans)  The  fifteenth  summer  of  residence  for  the  Herma- 
ness individual.  There  have  been  no  new'  sightings  since  1982. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea  (a  few,  — ) 

(East  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean)  No  longer  considered  by  the  Rarities 
Committee;  a late  record  comes  from  Ireland:  30  at  Old  Head  of  Kinsale, 
Co.  Cork,  on  13th  August  1981. 

Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceatticus  (4,  5,  0) 

(Southern  oceans)  Off  Ireland:  nine  between  64  km  and  1 12  km  WSWof 
Mizen  Head,  Co.  Cork,  on  23rd  August  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  302).  These, 
together  with  a number  seen  in  the  Western  Approaches  from  the  MV 
Chalice  and  from  the  Cornish  mainland  and  still  under  consideration  by 
the  Committee,  represent  one  of  the  most  dramatic  events  of  1986. 
Hopefully,  British  and  Irish  pelagic  birding  trips  are  now  likely  to  become 
regular  events  and  further  discoveries  about  the  status  of  some  of  our 
rarer  seabirds  may  be  forthcoming.  The  record  of  one  off  Cape  Clear 
Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  3rd  August  1969  is  now  considered  unacceptable  by 
the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee. 

Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  (150,  145,  3) 

Cambridgeshire  Woodwalton  Fen,  cf,  28th  to  29th  June  (R.  Harold  et  at.). 

Devon  Tedburn  St  Mary,  cf,  30th  May  to  3rd  June  (K.  Boot,  Mr  & Mrs  A.  Redfem)  (plates 
263-265). 

Sussex,  West  Shoreham-by-Sea,  1st  to  2nd  June  (DrJ.  A.  Newnham  et  at.). 

1984  Yorkshire,  South  Breeding  record  (Brit.  Birds  79:  529),  locality  was  Potteric  Carr. 

1985  Yorkshire,  South  Potteric  Carr,  0\  19th  to  29th  May  (T.  Rhodes). 

(West  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  Three  typical  records.  Although  a 
male  returned  to  Potteric  Carr  in  1985,  it  was  disappointing  that  no 
female  appeared  to  repeat  the  breeding  of  1984. 

Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  (165,  160,  4) 

Avon  Keynsham  and  Hanham  area,  adult,  2nd  to  5th  May  (J.  Aldridge.  A.  H.  Davis,  C.  A. 
Jury  et  at.). 

Humberside  Goxhill  and  East  Halton  area,  second-winter,  about  5th  to  at  least  12th 
October  (G.  & Y.  Beasley,  D.  Faulding,  D.  Robinson  et  at.). 

Orkney  Loch  of  Tankemess.  adult,  23rd  to  25th  May  (G.  Christer  et  at.). 

Suffolk  Bawdsey.  first-year,  recently  dead.  14th  February  (A.  R.  Gillard.  R.  Snook  et  at.). 
1984  Leicestershire  Rutland  Water,  juvenile,  22nd  December  to  18th  February  1985,  found 
dead  19th  (T.  P.  Appleton,  T.  C.  Davies,  C.  Park  et  at.). 
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1985  Leicestershire  See  above. 

1985  Scilly  St  Mary’s,  adult,  13th  October  (P.  Donald,  J.  Selwood). 

1985  Wiltshire  Dinton,  adult,  3rd  to  10th  February  (R.  L.  Howells,  S.  M.  & Mrs  C.  A. 
Palmer  el  at.). 

(South  Eurasia,  Africa  and  the  Americas)  Also  a late  record  from 
Ireland:  an  immature  at  River  Blackwater,  Lough  Neagh,  Co.  Antrim/Co. 
Tyrone,  from  19th  to  21st  November  1985.  Some  typical  records.  The  late- 
autumn  and  winter  occurrences  are  not  unusual. 


Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  (2,  33,  9) 

Derbyshire  Hurst  Reservoir  area,  Glossop,  16th  December  (S.  Wood,  G.  Wright);  same, 
Thomsett,  Watford  Lodge  and  New  Mills  area,  22nd  to  7th  January  1987  (J.  P.  Guest  et  at.) 
(Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  58,  279);  same,  Doxey  Marshes,  Stafford,  Staffordshire,  later  on  7th  (per 
A.  R.  Dean). 

Devon  Kingsbridge,  14th  to  20th  November  (W.  Bailey-Lewis,  A.  F.  Doidge,  T.  Soper  el  at.). 
Dumfries  & Galloway  Black  Parks  Farm,  Stranraer,  and  Soulseat  Loch,  14th  October  to 
20th  November  (W.  Currie,  R.  W.  Forrester,  G.  Sheppard  et  at.)-,  same,  Milton  Lake,  near 
Crockerford,  6th  to  14th  December  (per  R.  H.  Hogg). 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  4th  November  to  11th  January  1987  (S.  Caws,  B.  S.  Duffin, 
P.  M.  Potts  et  at.). 

Lincolnshire  North  Hykeham,  12th  to  25th  October  (R.  J.  Campey,  M.  Davies,  Mrs  S. 
Shucksmith  el  at.)  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plates  17-19). 

Norfolk  Horstead,  30th  October  (A.  J.  Prater,  Mrs  B.  Storey,  J.  Willis  et  at.);  same,  Dilham, 
31st  to  2nd  November  (D.  R.  Cowburn,  Mr  & Mrs  R.  Westgate). 

Northumberland  Barrasford,  30th  September  to  1 1th  October  (J.  Connelly,  R.  Forster  et  at.). 
Somerset  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir  and  Lower  Key  area,  adult,  since  22nd  December  1985, 
to  at  least  26th  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  530;  plate  120). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham,  30lh  April  to  14th  May  (P.  F.  Bums,  R.  Dexter,  D.  Sore  el  at.). 
Yorkshire,  South  Adel  Dam,  1st  to  5th  November  (T.  Rymer  et  at.). 

1985  Cornwall  Fast  Looe  River,  5th  and  8th  December  (J.  & Mrs  A.  Sanders). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan  in  tropics;  nearest  regular  breeding  in  south  of 
France)  As  the  species  spreads  in  Europe,  records  might  be  expected  to 
increase  here.  The  previous  best  year  was  1981,  with  six. 


Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  (23,  355,  19) 

Bedfordshire  Priory'  Park,  15th  May  (R.  Brind,  G.  J.  Dennis,  P.  E.  Knight  et  at.). 
Cleveland  South  Gare,  18th  May  (A.  Dixon  et  at.). 

Cornwall  Gweek,  8th  to  1 1th  June  (A.  R.  Pay  et  at.).  Ruan  Lanihome,  5th  September  (S.  C. 
Hutchings,  A.  D.  Tomlin).  Hayle,  19th  September  (D.  S.  Flumm  et  at.). 

Devon  Thurlestone,  30th  April  (N.  & Mrs  J.  M.  Huggins). 

Dyfed  See  West  Glamorgan. 

Essex  F7asl  Tilbury  area,  22nd  June  to  14th  July  (R.  G.  Beech,  P.  Fallan,  D.  A.  Witham  el  at.). 
Glamorgan,  West  Berthlwyd  area,  20th  August  to  3rd  September,  also  Loughor  Bridge, 
Dyfed,  1st  and  2nd  (C.  Evans,  M.  C.  Powell,  C.  Stockton  et  at.). 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  23rd  August  (1).  Bright,  Mark  J.  Palmer  el  at.). 

Highland  Loch  Eyre,  Skye,  at  least  2nd  to  7th  July  (B.  & Mrs  E.  Larsson,  W.  G.  Brest), 
presumed  same  as  Western  Isles  individual. 

Kent  ClilTe,  16th  July  to  10th  August  (D.  Morris). 

Lincolnshire  North  Cotes,  29th  June  (G.  K.  Brown,  H.  Bunn),  presumed  same,  Tetney,  2nd 
July  (T.  Baker). 

Norfolk  West  Acre,  near  Swaffham,  22nd  to  23rd  May  (II.  Birkbeck,  N.  Bostock  et  at.). 
Breydon  Water,  27th  to  28lh  May  (P.  R.  Allard,  S.  Roper). 

Suffolk  Orfordness,  25th  June  (R.  Clarke,  C.  P.  S.  Ruffles  et  at .),  presumed  same,  Havergate, 
2nd  July  to  22nd  August  (K.  Bennett,  J.  Partridge  et  at.). 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986  523 

Sussex,  West  Chichester  Gravel-pits,  23rd  August  (M.  K.  Ahmad,  1).  \V.  Hovell,  P.  A. 
St  Pierre). 

Western  Isles  Balranald  area,  North  Uist,  14th  May  to  8th  June  (Mrs  Y.  Duguid.J.  Vaughan 
</  at.),  presumed  same,  Balivanich,  Benbecula,  1 1th  (per  R.  H.  Dennis),  and  subsequently  on 
Skye,  Highland,  see  above. 

Wight,  Isle  of  Alverstone,  3rd  May  (J.  C.  Gloyn,  J.  Ralfe/  at.). 

1984  Suffolk  Minsmere,  30th  May  to  4th  June  (1).  E.  & J.  I).  Horrabin  et  at.). 

1985  Cornwall  St  Winnow,  River  Fowey,  15th  June  to  3rd  September  (R.  Gendall  & family  el 
at.). 

1985  Devon  Yealm  Estuary,  November  1984  to  at  least  31st  March  (lint.  Birds  79:  531 ),  to  9th 
May  (per  P.  W.  Ellicott). 

1985  Norfolk  Holme,  24th  July  (V.  Eve). 

1985  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  15th  May  (K.  M.  Johnston). 

(South  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  Also  two  in  Ireland:  one  at  Lough 
Gill,  Co.  Kerry,  on  15th  May;  and  one  at  Barley  Cove,  Co.  Cork,  24th  to 
30th  May.  The  increase  continues.  Seventeen  is  the  lowest  number 
recorded  in  any  year  since  1981,  yet  less  than  ten  were  recorded  in  five  out 
of  the  ten  years  before  then. 


266.  Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra,  Cumbria.  October  1985  (Andrew  Moon) 


Great  White  Egret  Egretta  alba  (10,  23,  2) 

Norfolk  Titchwell,  23rd  June  (S.  P.  Callaghan,  H.  R.  Harrop,  M.  J.  Keene  el  at.). 
Strathclyde  Camps  Reservoir,  Crawford.  16th  to  18th  June  (Sir  R.  Erskine-Hill  et  at  ). 

1985  Norfolk  Horsey,  12th  and  15th  July  (Bril.  Birds  79:  531),  full  dates  1 1th  to  16th:  visited 
Hickling  15th  (per  R.  I.  Allison  et  at.). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  extremely  local  in  Europe)  Records  have  been 
annual  since  1977,  with  one  or  two  recorded  each  year  apart  from  the  five 
in  1985. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  (90,  -,  -) 

1980  Sussex,  East  Near  Si  Leonard’s,  1 1th  to  15th  April,  three  sub-adults  1 1th.  two  12th  to 
13th  (S.  C.  Richardson  et  at.);  adult.  18th  May  (S.  C.  Richardson). 
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(South-central  Eurasia,  north  to  the  Netherlands,  and  Africa)  This 
species  was  removed  from  the  list  of  species  considered  by  the  Committee 
at  the  end  of  1982. 

Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra  (26,  33,  0) 

1985  Cumbria  Eden  Valley,  juvenile,  1 0th  to  21st  September  (A.  Elliot,  I).  Wright  el  at.), 
taken  into  care  by  RSPCA,  21st,  ringed  and  released,  Brampton,  25th  October  (G.  Horne,J. 
Miles),  relocated  South  Walney,  25th  to  1st  November  (T.  Dean,  Mrs  J.  Robinson-Dean  el 
at.)  (plate  266).  South  Walney,  adult,  25th  October  (T.  Dean,  Mrs  J.  Robinson-Dean). 

1985  Hampshire  Plastow  Green,  9th  June  (R.  Dobbs). 

1985  Suffolk  Walberswick,  6th  September  (S.  J.  Bumwell,  J.  Tricker). 

(Iberia,  and  Eurasia  from  France  to  China,  also  southern  Africa)  Since 
1973,  only  1981  and  1986  have  been  blank,  but  the  1985  total  moves  on  to 
eight,  the  best  year  ever. 

Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falcinellus  (many,  26,  17) 

Cornwall  Bude,  adult,  7th  to  8th  October  (G.  P.  Sutton).  Hayle,  two  adults,  three  juveniles, 
8th  October  (B.  G.  Brown,  A.  B.  Rosier,  B.  Taylor  el  at.).  St  Merryn,  age  uncertain,  9th  to 
17th  October  (S.  M.,  Mrs  A.  1).  & Miss  H.  M.  Christophers,  R.  Hicks,  R.  Smaldon). 
Comwall/Devon  Upper  Tamar  Reservoirs,  10th  to  20th  October,  two,  10th  to  12th  (G.  P. 
Sutton  el  at.)  (Bril.  Birds  80:  plate  12). 

Devon  Wrafton  Ponds,  Braunton,  11th  to  at  least  12th  October  (A.  J.  & Mrs  P.  Symons  el 
at.);  probably  same,  Eremington,  19th  (A.  J.  Vickery  el  at.). 

Dorset  Lodmoor,  19th  to  20th  September  (D.  M.  Yelland  & family  el  at.). 

Dumfries  8c  Galloway  River  Ae  Marsh,  Loch  Maben,  14th  September  (C.  & D.  Allen,  P. 
Shimmings). 

Glamorgan,  South  Skew  Bridge,  Cardiff,  date  unknown  between  23rd  and  30th  September 
to  13th  October  (A.  & B.  Andrews). 

Grampian  Loch  of  Strathbeg,  27th  September;  probably  same,  30th  October  to  23rd 
November  (R.  J.  Jones,  S.  Welch  et  at.)  (Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  49-50,  267). 

Kent  Stodmarsh  and  Stour  Valley  area,  one  of  1985  individuals  (Brit.  Birds  79:  532)  1st 
January  to  16th  April,  24th  October  to  end  of  year;  same,  Sheppey,  4th  June  to  21st  August 
(per  T.  Hodge).  Dungeness,  6th  October  (N.  C.  Frampton). 


267.  Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falcinellus,  Grampian,  November  1986  (S.  M.  I).  Alexander) 
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Orkney  Holm,  Mainland,  19th  September  to  10th  January  1987  (J.  Bremner.  K.  E.  Hague, 
E.  J.  W illiams  el  at.)',  same,  North  Ronaldsay,  6th  October  (V.  Gibson). 

Sussex,  East  Rye,  19th  September  (Dr  B.  J.  Yates). 

Sussex,  West  Shoreham-by-Sea,  18th  September  (Dr  J.  A.  Newnham). 

1985  Norfolk  Hickling  Broad  and  Horsey  Mere,  15th  May  (A.  J.  & G.  C.  Barrett,  N.  C. 
Moores  et  at.). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  nearest  breeding  colonies  in  Balkans)  The  year 
1977  was  the  previous  best  since  at  least  1958,  with  just  four  new 
individuals,  so  this  was  an  unexpected  influx  of  dramatic  proportions. 
Even  allowing  for  some  possible  overlap  in  the  counting  of  individuals,  the 
wide  spread  of  records  from  Orkney  to  Cornwall,  including  a party  of  five, 
is  remarkable,  but  the  lack  of  records  from  the  English  east  coast  is  hard 
to  explain. 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus  (0,  5,  0) 

(North  America)  No  new  records  in  Britain  or  Ireland  of  the  Nearctic 
race  C.  c.  columbianus , but  the  one  at  South  Slob,  Co.  Wexford,  on  31st 
December  1985  remained  to  late  March  1986. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus  (47,  70,  3) 

Essex  Foulness,  three,  all  first-winter,  12th  October  (G.  Wright). 

1985  Merseyside  Southport,  first-winter,  19th  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  532).  again.  15th 
February  (J.  Cooper,  S.  P.  Smethurst  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  Siberia)  Records  have  been  annual  since  1966, 
but  not  since  1976,  when  there  were  four,  have  more  than  three  arrived  in 
a single  year.  That  the  only  three  of  the  year  should  all  arrive  together  is, 
therefore,  all  the  more  remarkable. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla  (1,  33,  4) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  and  East 
Siberian  race  11.  b.  nigricans,  colloquially  known  as  ‘Black  Brant',  were 
recorded  as  follows: 

Essex  Kirby-le-Soken  and  Hamford  Water,  adult,  since  8th  December  1985  to  at  least  5th 
January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  532);  probably  same,  Hadleigh  Downs,  at  least  1st  April  (A.  J.  Kane  et 
at.).  Possibly  returning  individual,  Foulness,  12th  October  (G.  Wright),  River  Crouch  area, 
27th  December  (G.  Smith.  D.  Wood),  Canewdon,  29th  to  30th  (G.  Wright). 

Hampshire  See  West  Sussex. 

Norfolk  Ciey  area,  at  least  one  adult,  since  3rd  December  1985  to  13th  March  (P.  Cawley, 
S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  P.  L.  Varney  et  at.).  Oven  Staithe,  adult,  19th  January  (A.  Bloomfield, 
D.  Foster),  possibly  from  Cley  area.  Cley  area,  adult,  26th  December  to  22nd  February  1987 
(S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  C.  R.,  R.  S.  & Mrs  B.  Kightley  et  at.),  possibly  returning  individual. 
Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  adult,  26th  January  to  27th  February  (A.  R.  Kitson.  A.  J. 
Prater  et  at.);  presumed  same,  Bosham  Harbour,  31st  January  (A.  J.  Holman,  R.  S. 
Wolstenholme).  Possibly  returning  individual.  Marker  Point,  Chichester  Harbour,  2nd  to 
] 6th  November.  Thorney  Island,  17th  to  23rd.  24th  December  to  at  least  8th  March  1987, 
also  frequently  visiting  East  Hayling,  Hampshire  (C.  B.  & Mrs.  M.  A.  Collins  et  at.). 

1984  Essex  Maldon  and  Tollesbury  area,  adult.  13th  December  to  15th  January  1985  (D. 
Wood);  see  1985  Essex  below. 

1985  Essex  Canewdon,  adult,  29th  January  (D.  Wood),  presumed  same  as  1984  individual 
above.  Possibly  same  as  adult,  freshly  dead,  St  Osyth,  28th  February  (Brit.  Birds  79:  532). 
1985  Norfolk  Thornham,  adult,  19th  November  (M.  Ausden,  P.  A.  J.  Morris,  C.  M.  Poole). 
Cley  area,  two  adults,  3rd  to  31st  December,  at  least  one  to  1986  as  above  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  et 
at.);  possibly  returning  individuals  of  winter  1984/85  ( Brit.  Birds  79:  534). 
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(Arctic  North  America  and  East  Siberia)  Also  two  in  Ireland:  adult  at 
Sandymount,  Co.  Dublin,  on  18th  October;  and  adult  at  Tramore,  Co. 
Waterford,  26th  December  to  3rd  January  1987;  and  two  late  records: 
single  adults  at  Tramore,  Co.  Waterford,  25th  November  1978  to  3rd 
March  1979,  and  September  1980  to  4th  April  1981.  Another  good  year, 
but  many  of  the  records  seem  likely  to  relate  to  returning  individuals 
which  are  being  found  owing  to  greater  observer  awareness. 


Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis  (15,  20,  3) 

Essex  East  Mersea,  adult,  28th  January  to  18th  February  (D.  C.  Urquhart  et  at.),  Old  Hall 
Marshes,  8th  March  (C.J.  Mackenzie-Grieve),  Tollesbury  Rolls  Farm,  9th  (J.  Sutherby),  near 
Mundon  Wash,  25th,  27th,  possibly  at  North  Fambridge  since  17th  January  (per  J.  Miller); 
probably  same  as  Kent  individual  first  seen  25th  November  1985,  present  to  date  uncertain, 
early  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  534).  Althorne,  Canewdon  and  Creeksea  area,  adult,  27th„ 
December  to  13th  February  1987  (G.  Smith,  D.  Wood,  G.  Wright  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Cley  area,  adult,  10th  to  14th  January  (E.  T.  Myers  et  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  age  uncertain,  discontinuously,  30th  January  to  3rd  March 
(C.  M.  & Mrs  B.  James  et  at.). 

1985  Lincolnshire  Previously  published  information  was  incomplete  (Brit.  Birds  79:  534);  full 
details:  Gibraltar  Point,  adult,  9th  to  16th  February  (D.  Jenkins,  R.  Lambert,  A.  C.  Sims), 
Friskney,  16th  to  17th  (R.  & K.  Heath,  P.  Hyde).  Leverton  Marsh,  another  adult,  13th  to 
14th  February  (A.  & 1).  Ball,  S.  Keightley),  Wrangle  Flats,  20th  (J.  Clarke);  both  individuals 
there,  23rd  (P.  Beaumont,  D.  Hursthouse),  one  of  same,  27(h  (K.  Wilson),  one  to  at  least  3rd 
March  (P.  Haywood).  No  first-winter  individuals  involved. 

(West  Siberia)  Another  good  year:  there  were  only  two  records  between 
1970  and  1982,  since  when  they  have  been  annual.  The  1985  total  of  six  is 
the  record,  and  the  three  presumed  new'  birds  in  1986  represent  the 
second-best  year  so  far. 


American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  (22,  129,  13) 

Berkshire  Thatcham  and  Theale  area,  two  first-winter  cfcf,  two  99>  since  28th  November 
1985  to  at  least  28th  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  534). 

Cheshire  Elton  Hall  and  Sandbach  Flashes  and  Tellon  Lane  Marsh,  age  and  sex  uncertain, 
7th  October  to  6th  December  (A.  G.  Goodwin,  1).  Norbury  et  at.). 

Cleveland  Long  Drag  Pools,  cf  and  9>  26th  May;  same,  Cowpen  Marsh,  28th  (B.  Beck,  T. 
Francis,  P.  Harnish  et  at.). 

Hertfordshire  Tring  Reservoirs,  first-winter  C f,  12th  October  to  at  least  8th  February  1987 
(P.  Trodd  et  at.). 

Highland  Nigg  Bay,  d\  14th  December  (S.  J.  Aspinall  et  at.). 

Scilly  Tresco,  first-winter  cf,  8th  to  at  least  31st  October  (1).  H.  Hatton  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter  cf,  21st  September  to  3rd  October,  trapped  21st,  ringed  as 
juvenile  near  Albert,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  13th  August  1986  (R.  Harbird,  G.  J.  Mant, 
N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.)  (plate  280). 

1981  Dyfed  Ynys-hir,  9,  2nd  November  (R.  I.  Thorpe). 

1984  Humberside  East  Park,  Hull,  cf,  at  least  17th  March  (P.  W.  Couland). 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Filey  Brigg,  cf,  31st  March  (P.  J.  Dunn),  probably  same  as  Cleveland 
individual  (Brit.  Birds  79:  534). 

(North  America)  Also  six  in  Ireland:  first-winter  male  at  Ballycotton, 
Co.  Cork,  27th  October  to  15th  November,  joined  by  an  adult  male  on 
2nd  November  and  a second  adult  male  on  1 1th  November,  thereafter  one 
adult  male  was  present  to  at  least  22nd  February  1987;  adult  male  at 
Rostellan,  Co.  Cork,  15th  November  to  13th  March  1987;  adult  male  at 
Ballintubrid,  Co.  Cork,  25th  November  to  early  March  1987;  adult  male  at 
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Ballymacoda,  Co.  Cork,  27th  December  to  6th  January  1987  (five  males  in 
all  believed  involved);  and  first-winter  female  bearing  a Washington  I).C. 
ring  shot  at  Bannow  Bay,  Co.  Wexford,  30th  November.  A good  year.  The 
ringing  recoveries  from  Fair  Isle  and  Co.  Wexford  recall  the  previous 
North  American  ringed  birds:  Sumburgh,  Shetland,  on  7th  October  1966, 
Akeragh  Lough,  Co.  Kerry,  on  12th  October  1968,  and  Tuam,  Co. 
Galway,  on  8th  October  1977. 

Teal  Anas  crecca  (13,  227,  16) 

Drakes  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  race  .4.  c.  carolinensis 
were  recorded  as  follows: 

Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  28th  October  to  13th  November  (K.  E.  Vinicombe  et  at.). 
Cheshire  Elton  Hall  Hash,  30th  March  to  19th  April  (R.  Harrison,  1).  Norbury  el  at.). 
Cleveland  Greatham  Tank  Farm,  19th  April  to  1st  May  (C.  Sharp  et  at.). 

Cornwall  Stithian’s  Reservoir,  since  26th  December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  535)  to  7th  May 
(S.  C.  Hutchings);  presumed  same,  15th  November  to  1987  (S.  C.  Hutchings,  R.  Lane  et  at.). 
Forth  Reservoir,  Newquay,  8th  March  (J.  Dustow).  St  John’s  Lake,  first-winter,  19th  October 
(A.  II.  J.  Harrop). 

Dyfed  Gann  Estuary,  1st  to  2nd  March  (K.  J.  S.  Devonald,  J.  B.  Pearce,  G.  H.  Rees  et  at.). 
Gloucestershire  Cotswold  Water  Park,  16th  April  (M.  V.  Jackson). 

Highland  l ain,  Ross-shire,  6th  December  (S.  J.  Aspinall). 

Humberside  Goxhill  Haven,  23rd  April  (G.  P.  Catley). 

Lothian  Tailend  Moss,  11th  March  (A.  J.  Macfarlane). 

Norfolk  Clev,  9th  to  17th  March  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  A.  S.  Hall,  N.  Moody  et  at.)\  probably 
same,  27th  to  28th  June  (R.  Abel,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  et  at.).  Welney,  10th  December  (N. 
Bostock). 

Shetland  Hillwell  Loch,  16th  February  to  28th  March  (1).  Coutts  et  at.). 

Western  Isles  Hirta,  St  Kilda,  2nd  May  (D.  Green,  J.  Kinsley,  D.  Miller  et  at.). 

1985  Dorset  Brands  Bay,  Poole  Harbour,  2nd  February  (M.J.  Massey). 

1985  Lancashire  Martin  Mere,  22nd  December  (P.  1.  Holt). 

1985  Norfolk  Wells,  24th  November  (G.  K.  Gordon,  J.  P.  Hartley,  A.  Lewis  et  at.). 

1985  Orkney  Loch  of  Isbister,  8th January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  535),  full  dates  5th  to  14th  (per  C.J. 
Booth). 

(North  America)  Two  in  Ireland:  single  males  at  Ballymacoda,  Co. 
Cork,  on  5th  January  and  22nd  November;  also  two  late  records:  male  at 
Killeenaran,  Co.  Galway,  on  15th  November  1985;  and  male  at  Ballycot- 
ton,  Co.  Cork,  on  16th  November  1985.  The  one  at  Bull  Island,  Dublin,  on 
19th  November  1985  remained  to  20th  January  1986;  and  the  one  at 
Marino  Point,  Co.  Cork,  on  23rd  November  1985  to  12th  January  1986. 
Some  typical  records.  Occurrences  have  been  annual  since  at  least  1958. 

American  Black  Duck  Anas  rnbripes  (1,  13,  1) 

Humberside  Broomfieet  Ponds,  cf,  1st  September  (T.  A.  Ede). 

Lothian  Tyninghame,  9'  first  seen  1985  (Bril.  Birds  79:  536),  8th  February  to  27th  April, 
again  paired  with  cf  Mallard  .4.  platyrhynchos  (A.  Brown,  P.  R.  Gordon,  F..  P.  & M.  R.  Leven  et 
at.). 

Scilly  fresco,  at  least  one  hybrid  remaining  from  1985,  present  throughout  year  (per  M.J. 
Rogers). 

1985  Scilly  fresco,  at  least  four  hybrids  present  to  at  least  April  (Brit.  Birds  78:  537);  at  least 
one  to  end  of  year  (per  M.J.  Rogers). 

(North  America)  From  one  to  three  have  been  recorded  annually  since 
1976,  the  year  in  which  the  female  Black  Duck  responsible  for  the  above 
hybrids  arrived  on  Tresco,  but  several  of  these  have  been  long-staying 
individuals. 
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Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  (19,  108,  9) 

Cornwall  Near  Sennen,  two  99  or  immatures,  26th  September  to  mid  October  (D.  S. 
Flumm,  H.  P.  K.  Robinson  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Welney,  9>  5th  to  8th  November  (J.  B.  Kemp  et  at.). 

Orkney  Papa  Stronsay,  cf,  23rd  June  (E.  R.  Meek).  North  Ronaldsay,  first-winter  cf,  10th 
September  to  12th  October;  first-winter  9>  10th  to  28th  September  (M.  Gray,  R.  J.  Safford, 
Dr  K.  F.  YVoodbridge  et  al.). 

Strathclyde  Loch  Riaghan,  Tiree,  cf  and  9>  26th  May  to  at  least  3rd  June  (G.  & Mrs  C. 
Carr). 

1982  Lothian  Newliston,  cf,  accidentally  shot  from  flock  of  leal  A.  crecca , 29th  September, 
mounted  specimen  retained  by  A.  J.  Macfarlane  (per  A.  J.  Macfarlane). 

(North  America)  An  about  average  year.  Also  one  in  Ireland:  female/ 
immature  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  25th  September  to  14th 
October;  and  one  late  record:  a pair  of  Lough  Funshinagh,  Co. 
Roscommon,  on  22nd  May  1984.  Records  have  been  annual  since  1966. 
Pairs  have  been  recorded  previously  on  a number  of  occasions. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  (1,  198,  3) 

Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  cf,  26th  April  to  at  least  10th  August  (K.  E.  Vinicombe  et  at.), 
presumed  returning  individual  of  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  536). 

Cornwall  Drift  Reservoir  and  neighbouring  localities,  cf  and  9>  since  November  1985  (Brit. 
Birds  79:  537),  last  recorded  near  Land’s  End,  15th  April  (FI.  P.  K.  Robinson).  Near  Sennen, 
Cf,  14th  December,  Drift  Reservoir,  21st  to  1987  (H.  P.  K.  Robinson  et  at.). 

Hampshire  See  Surrey. 

Humberside  Tophill  Low  Reservoir,  cf,  since  24th  November  1985  to  23rd  March  (see  1985 
Humberside  below);  presumed  same,  returning,  Hornsea  Mere,  1st  to  at  least  4th  October 
(B.  Potter,  J.  C.  YVardill  et  al.). 

Northumberland  Holywell  Pond,  cf,  29th  April  to  24th  May,  15th  June,  1st  July;  same, 
Arcot  Pond,  4th  and  22nd  to  23rd  June  (J.  E.  Fergusson  et  al.),  presumed  returning  individual 
of  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  537). 

Shetland  Loch  ofTingwall,  cf,  at  least  7th  June  (P.  D.  Dean,  M.  I.  Eldridge),  presumed 
returning  individual  of  1984  and  1985,  see  below. 

Somerset  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  first-winter  cf,  4lh  January'  (1).  J.  Chown,  M.  A. 
Hallett,  R.  Newton  et  al.);  another  first-winter  cf,  16th  April  (P.  G.  Akers,  K.  Osborn). 
Surrey  Ash  Vale  Gravel-pits,  cf,  since  23rd  December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  537)  to  early  April 
(J.  M.  Clark  et  al.);  also  recorded  Fleet  Pond,  17th  May,  Dogmersfield  Lake,  19th,  both  in 
Hampshire  (perj.  M.  Clark);  presumed  returning  Hampshire  individual  of  1985,  see  below. 
Yorkshire,  North  Gallagher,  near  Settle,  cf,  20th  to  24th  April  (B.  Shorrock),  presumed 
same  as  1985  Lancashire  individual  below. 

1984  Shetland  See  1985  Shetland  below. 

1985  Cheshire  YY’oolston  Eyes,  cf,  25th  June  to  30th  July  (R.  D.  Riley  et  al.),  presumed 
returning  individual  of  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  538). 

1985  Hampshire  Blashford  Gravel-pits,  cf,  31st  January  (S.  K.  YY'oolley),  presumed  same  as 
Surrey  and  Hampshire  individual  in  1986  above. 

1985  Humberside  Tophill  Low  Reservoir,  cf,  24th  November  to  23rd  March  1986  (J. 
Barker,  I.  Forsyth,  T.  Richardson  et  al.),  presumed  returning  individual  last  recorded  15th 
April  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  537). 

1985  Lancashire  Stock’s  Reservoir,  cf,  17th  to  at  least  26th  February  (Brit.  Birds  79:  537); 
same,  Foulbridge  Lower  Reservoir,  Colne,  4th  to  18th  May  (P.  Booth,  E.  C.  Davis  et  al.), 
again  at  Stock’s  Reservoir,  24th  November  (A.  A.  Cooper  et  al.);  also  recorded  in  North 
Yorkshire  in  1986  as  above. 

1985  Shetland  Sandness,  cf,  at  least  20th  November  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  538),  there  or  Loch 
of  Norby  to  at  least  13th  March  (per  I.  S.  Robertson),  Loch  of  Norby,  26th  May  (T.  J. 
Barker),  30th  and  5th  June  (I.  D.,  R.  C.  & Mrs  G.  M.  Broadbent  et  al.),  7th  July  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
537);  also  in  1986,  above. 

(North  America)  Also  a late  record  from  Ireland:  a female  at 
Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  10th  December  1978.  An  extremely  complicated 
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web  of  apparently  returning  and  moving  individuals  seems  to  reveal  just 
three  individuals  which  have  been  presumed  new  arrivals  in  1986.  Records 
have  been  annual  for  the  past  ten  years,  with  from  six  to  35  presumed  new 
each  year. 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  (62,  116,  8) 

Cornwall  Portscatho,  9>  17th  January  to  16th  March  (S.  M.  Christophers,  R.  I-ane,  P. 
Rundle  et  at.). 

Fife  Lucky  Scalp,  near  Tayport,  cf,  8th  January  to  9th  March  (R.J.  Burness,  N.  F.lkins  et  ai). 
Also  seen  in  Tayside. 

Grampian  Burghead,  immature  d\  3rd  February  (J.  M.  Cawston,  S.  M.  Dean).  Ythan 
Estuary,  cf,  24th  May  to  3rd  June  (S.  M.  D.  Alexander,  G.  J.  H.  Forrest,  T.  \V.  Marshall) 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  plates  253-255;  80:  plate  283). 

Highland  Loch  Fleet,  cf,  11th  January  (YV.  G.  Harvey),  27th  April  (A.  R.  Mainvvood); 
probably  same,  Embo,  21st  February  (A.  R.  Mainwood),  25th  (Z.  Bhatia);  probably  same, 
Lothbeg  Point,  9th  June  (P.  Tickner).  Presumed  returning  individual.  Loch  Fleet,  24th 
September  (}.  Chester),  30th  November  (R.  Proctor).  Probably  returning  individual  of  1985 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  538). 

Orkney  Shapinsay,  cf,  27th  June  (J.  Berry). 

Shetland  Sand  Voe,  Cf,  25th  May  to  7th  June  (D.  Coutts,  1).  Tipling)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate 
217;  80:  plate  268).  Sumburgh  Head,  first-year  cf,  4th  July  to  at  least  7th  September  (M. 
Heubeck,  1.  S.  Robertson  et  al.)\  another,  8th  July  to  at  least  10th  September  (I).  Coutts  et  ai). 
Tayside  Broughty  Ferry,  Dundee,  0\  8th  February  (K.  Bushby,  CL  M.  Cresswell,  J.  G. 
Steele),  same  as  Fife  individual. 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  Eight  presumed  new  birds  is  the  best  since  1977. 
The  Cornish  female  is  the  first  for  that  county  and  only  the  sixth  in 
England  since  1915. 


(J.  Dat  chens) 

Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata  (75,  184,  21) 

Clwvd  Abergele,  Cf,  since  31st  December  1985  to  1st  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  538). 

Fife  Largo  Bay,  Cf.  8th  February  (N.  A.  Smith):  presumed  same.  18th;  two  cfcf  and  9,  19th 
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to  at  least  28th  March  (fig.  2);  three  cfcf,  two  9$.  9th  May,  including  cf  and  9 previously 
seen  in  Lothian  (see  below)  (G.  M.  Cresswell,  D.  E.  Dickson,  J.  S.  Nadin  et  at.)',  cf,  21st 
November  to  at  least  21st  December  (A.  Coles,  A.  Davison  et  at.),  probably  a returning 
individual  (fig.  3). 

Grampian  Burghead,  cf,  5th  to  23rd  February  (R.  Proctor),  probably  same,  15th  October  to 
1987  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  V'.  Cozens  et  at.).  Spey  Bay,  0\  25th  February,  probably  same,  13th 
December  (S.  J.  Aspinall  et  at.). 

Lothian  Gosford  Bay,  cf  and  9*  9th  February  to  5th  April  (G.  Anderson,  A.  Brown,  I.  R. 
Hamilton  el  at.),  later  seen  in  Fife  (see  above). 

Orkney  Orphir,  cf,  8th  to  9th  May  (E.  J.  Williams  et  at.). 

Shetland  Haroldswick,  Unst,  cf,  1st  October;  Norwick,  2nd  to  4th  (M.  & Mrs  R.  Sinclair  et 
at.). 

Tayside  Lunan  Bay,  two  cfcf,  at  least  14th  September  (R.  H.  Hogg,  J.  G.  Steele  et  at.). 
Warwickshire  Draycote  Water,  cf,  26th  October  (E.  Barnett,  A.  R.  Dean  et  at.). 

Western  Isles  Sound  of  Taransay,  South  Harris,  three  cfcf,  1 1 th  October  (G.  F.  J.  Baker), 
11th  November  (W.  A.J.  Cunningham). 

1984  Fife  St  Andrews,  cf  and  9*  3rd  to  9th  March,  18th  March,  1st  April,  cf  also  4th  (Brit.- 
Birds  79:  538),  9 also  4th  (P.  M.  Potts  et  at.). 

1985  Cornwall  Off  Cot  Valley,  cf,  23rd  March  to  26th  April  (R.  Butler,  1).  S.  Flumm  et  at.). 
1985  Highland  Loch  Gairloch,  Wester  Ross,  C f,  23rd  May  (J.  A.  & Mrs  L.  C.  Davies). 
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Fig.  2.  Male  and  female  Surf  Scoters  Melanitta  perspicillata.  Fife,  February  1986  (Graeme 

Cresswell) 


(North  America)  Also  eight  in  Ireland:  two  adult  males  and  an 
immature  male  at  Rosslare  Bay,  Co.  Wexford,  16th  to  31st  March;  adult 
male  at  Clogher  Head,  Co.  Louth,  11th  to  13th  October;  two  females/ 
immatures  at  Laytown,  Co.  Meath,  29th  November  to  6th  December;  and 
adult  male  and  adult  female  at  Rossknowlagh,  Co.  Donegal,  on  14th 
December;  and  three  late  records  (of  four  birds):  adult  male  at  Murvagh, 


Fig.  3.  Male  Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata , Fife,  November  1986  (Tony  Davison) 
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Co.  Donegal,  29th  January  to  26th  February'  1984;  two  adult  males  at 
Murvagh,  Co.  Donegal,  on  6th  March  1985;  and  female  at  Ballinesker,  Co. 
Wexford,  on  25th  March  1985.  I he  Warwickshire  record  recalls  the  only 
other  English  inland  county  record:  an  immature  male  at  Hemingford 
Grey,  Cambridgeshire,  on  5th  June  1983.  The  others  are  typical  records, 
with  the  majority  in  Scotland  as  usual. 

Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  (5,  75,  13) 

Devon  Soar  Mill  Cove,  ‘29th  August  (N.  Barlow,  I..  Doughty,  P.  Sanders  et  at.). 

Dorset  Stratton,  30th  May  (J.  F.  Ryan  et  at.). 

Greater  London  Hampton  Hill,  30th  April  (P.  A.  Greening). 

Hampshire  Ashley  Walk,  New  Forest,  12th  June  (M.  Rafter);  seen  to  fly  into  Wiltshire. 
Hereford  8c  Worcester  DefTord,  near  Pershore,  4th  May  (M.  G.  Kelsey);  probably  same, 
Hartlebury,  5th  (I.  R.  Machin). 

Kent  Dungeness,  26th  April  (J.  M.  Boatman,  A.  Burton,  M.J.  Puxley  et  at.),  probably  same  as 
Sussex  individual,  26th.  Wingham,  30th  April  (1).  S.  H.  Coates).  Lyminge  Forest,  1 1th  June 
(\1.  E.  Cooper). 

Northumberland  Rock,  8th  May  (I  H.  Armstrong). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  31st  August  (W.  IF  WagstafT). 

Somerset  Near  Bruton,  18th  May  (A.  T.  Juniper  et  at.). 

Surrey  Haslemere,  18th  May  (Miss  P.  A.  Kirkpatrick). 

Sussex,  East  Fairlight,  Hastings,  26th  April  (C.  II.  Dean),  probably  same  as  Kent  and  West 
Sussex  individuals,  26th.  Beachy  Head,  29th  April  (D.  C.  & Mrs  B.  M.  Mortlock). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  26th  April  (P.  F.  Burns,  P.  Raby  et  at.)',  see  Fast  Sussex 
above. 

Wiltshire  See  Hampshire  above. 

1984  Norfolk  Loddon,  1st  June  (Brit.  Birds  78:  540);  probably  same,  Great  Hockham,  1st  (P. 
Gooden,  P.  Purchase,  P.  Stovold  et  at.). 

1985  Gwynedd  Dyfi  Forest,  26th  April  (R.  Q.  Skeen),  previously  rejected  (Brit.  Birds  79:  585), 
now  accepted  after  review.  See  1985  Powys  below. 

1985  Powys  Lake  Vvrnwy,  26th  April  (R.  Petley-Jones,  1.  Soane),  presumed  same  as 
Gwynedd  individual. 

(Most  of  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  The  increase  continues:  the 
previous  record  was  nine  in  1983,  and  again  it  is  noticeable  that  they  are 
all  untwitchable  brief  stayers. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  (many,  14,  0) 

1985  Norfolk  Titchwell  and  Brancaster,  16th  to  19th  November  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett.  J.  B. 
Kemp  et  at.),  presumed  same  as  Suffolk  individual  (Brit.  Birds  79:  539). 

(Southwest  Greenland,  Iceland  and  Eurasia) 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  verspertinus  (100,  282,  8) 

Cumbria  Shap  Wells,  first-summer  cf.  30th  June  (C.J.  McCarty  et  at.). 

Dorset  Portland,  d\  9th  May  (D.  & Mrs  M.  M.  Walbridge).  Coward’s  Marsh,  Christchurch. 
Cf,  24th  May  (A.  Hayden,  L.  Pike). 

Gwynedd  South  Stack,  Anglesey,  first-summer  cf,  21st  June  (P.  T.  Bell,  P.  Fisher  et  at.). 
Humberside  Goxhill  Haven,  first-summer  cf.  19th  May  (G.  P.  Catley). 

Norfolk  Titchwell,  first-summer  cf,  26th  June  (S.  Callaghan.  H.  Harrop.  A.  Matthews  et  at.). 
Winterton,  9-  10th  to  13th  July  (A.  D.  Boote,  S.J.  M.  Gantlett,  P.J.  Heath  et  at.).  Near  King’s 
Lynn,  first-summer  cf,  5th  September  (D.  Morton). 

1982  Hampshire  New  Forest,  9<  31st  May  (D.  & P.  M.  Harris.  D.  Nurney  et  at.). 

1985  Derbyshire  Alton  and  Ashover  Fabric,  9 or  immature,  6th  to  11th  September; 
previously  accepted  (Brit.  Brirds  79:  541),  now  considered  not  acceptable  after  review. 

1985  Dorset  Durlston,  9<  13th  May  (R.  J.  H.  Murray). 

(East  Europe  and  south  from  Siberia)  An  about  average  showing; 
records  have  been  annual  since  at  least  1958. 
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Gyrfalcon  Falco  rusticolus  (many,  82,  4) 

Cornwall  Penlee  Point,  Cawsand,  adult,  16th  October  (R.  W.  Gould). 

Devon  Berry  Head,  second-year,  31st  March  to  9th  April  (N.  Ward  et  at.)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate 
178). 

Shetland  Firth  Voe,  14th  November  (J.  R.  & P.  Dale). 

1983  Humberside  Easington  and  Spurn  area,  age  uncertain,  17th,  24th  to  26lh  September 
(G.  Dobbs,  D.  Findley,  K.  Rotherham  et  at.),  probably  since  15th;  same,  Kilnsea,  22nd,  and 
Kilnsea/Easington  area  to  at  least  mid  October  (per  J.  E.  Dale). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  Also  one  in  Ireland:  a first-winter  at  North  Slob, 
Co.  Wexford,  1st  to  3rd  April  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plates  175-176;  80:  plate  281). 
The  finder  of  the  beautiful  white-phase  bird  which  stayed  at  Berry  Head 
for  ten  days  earned  the  undying  gratitude  of  hundreds  of  observers  (and 
also  of  the  owner  of  the  nearby  cafe). 


Crane  Grus  grus  (many,  1,171,  24) 

Cleveland  Boulby  ClifTs,  4th  May  (I.  Boustead,  P.  Forster,  N.  Jackson). 

Clwyd  Shotwick  and  Shotton  area,  17th  to  28th  August  (E.  J.  Abraham,  Dr  P.  Wheeler  et  at.). 
Devon  Northam  Burrows,  24th  December  to  1987  (M.  Glover,  R.  M.  R.  James  et  at.). 
Dyfed  G ann  Estuaiy,  3rd  October  (J.  & Mrs  B.  Pearce,  A.  & J.  Pool). 

Essex  Paglesham  Easlend,  6th  October  (S.  Arlow).  Two  Free  Island,  15th  October  (D.  Tutt 
et  at.). 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  12th  October  (R.  K.  Eevetl  et  at.);  same,  Farlington  Marshes 
and  Hayling  Island,  also  12th  (P.  M.  Potts,  G.  C.  Stephenson  et  at.). 

Kent  Dungeness,  7th  to  8th  October  (S.  McMinn  et  at.). 

Lothian  Biel  Grange,  two,  16th  to  19th  April  (A.  J.  Clunas,  A.  & J.  Wilson). 

Norfolk  Cley,  two,  6th  May  (R.  H.  Aberdein,  E.  T.  Myers  et  al.)\  adult  and  immature,  6lh  to 
7th  August  (B.  C.  Forrester?/  at.).  I.akenheath  Washes,  5th  September,  also  flew  over  Suffolk 
boundary  (S.  T.  Buckton).  Welney,  first-winter,  2nd  to  at  least  5th  November  (J.  B.  Kemp  et 
at.).  East  coast  area,  at  least  five  at  start  of  year;  joined  by  juvenile  mid  summer;  six  to 
December  (per  G.  E.  Dunmore). 

Orkney  South  Ronaldsay,  23rd  April  to  4th  June  (Mrs  R.  McCutcheon,  Mrs  Roberts).  Evie, 
Mainland,  27th  May  (Dr  \1.  Cuthbert,  J.  Goddin  et  at.);  presumed  same,  Sanday,  28th  to  2nd 
June  (W.  Carstairs,  T.  Muir,  R.  Thome  et  at.)  (plates  269  & 270). 

Shetland  Sandwick,  7th  May  (D.  Coutts  et  at.). 

Shropshire  Allscott,  13th  to  14th  August  (W.  Hotchkiss,  P.  L.  Swales  et  at.). 

Somerset  Bridgwater,  22nd  April  (J.  W.  Chidgey). 

Tayside  Glen  Garry,  29th  June  (C.  Craig,  C.  Holman,  G.  Hughes). 

1983  Highland  Lothbeg,  Sutherland,  14th  May  (E.  W.  E.  Maughan  et  at.). 

1984  Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  27th  April  (B.  S.  Dulfin,  R.  K.  Levett,  D.  Parsons). 
1984  Humberside  Barmston,  immature,  24th  November  (G.  Brown,  S.  T.  Holloway,  J. 
Lester). 

1984  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  two,  l()th  April  (S.  C.  Richardson);  first-summer,  15th 
to  24th  May  (K.  M.  Johnston). 

1985  Cambridgeshire  Ouse  Washes,  two,  20th  April;  first-year,  27th  to  1st  May  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  542);  first  two  included  the  latter  (per  R.  I.  Allison). 

1985  Dumfries  8c  Galloway  Bankend,  at  least  8th  October  (I).  E.  Dickson),  reportedly 
present  end  August  to  30th  December  (per  R.  H.  Hogg). 

1985  Humberside  Tophill  I ,ow  Reservoir,  28th  to  30th  April  (I.  Forsyth,  D.  E.  Murray, 
P.  M.  Scanlan  et  at.).  Kilnsea,  two,  22nd  May  (P.  I.  Holt). 

1985  Lancashire  Carleton,  two,  5th  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  542),  also  Marion  Mere,  5th  (J. 
Graham,  S.  M.  Meredith). 

1985  Norfolk  Holme,  15th  May  (V.  Eve  et  at.). 

1985  Tyne  8c  Wear  Marsden,  6th  May  (A.  C.  Gibbins  et  at.),  not  same  as  Filey,  North 
Yorkshire,  individual  below. 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Cayton  Carrs,  first-summer,  24th  April  (S.  Cochrane  et  at.).  Filey, 
6th  May  (H.'J.  Whitehead),  not  same  as  Tyne  & Wear  individual  above. 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986 


533 


269  8c  270.  Crane  Grus  grus,  Orkney,  May 
1986  (Roderick  Thome ) 


(North  and  Central  Eurasia,  lo- 
cally south  to  Turkey)  Also  one  in 
Ireland:  an  adult  at  New  Quay, 
near  Ballyvaughan,  Co.  Clare,  5th 
March  to  3rd  April.  The  one  at 
Newinn,  Tipperary,  on  4th  Decem- 
ber 1985  remained  to  17th  Febru- 
ary' 1986.  The  small  group  in  East 
Norfolk  has  been  more  or  less 
resident  since  1979,  and  remained 
into  1987. 

Sandhill  Crane  Grus  canadensis  (1,  1,0) 

(North  America,  Cuba  and  Northeast  Siberia)  None  in  Britain  or 
Ireland,  but  it  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  one  on  Fair  Isle  from 
26th  to  27th  April  1981  (Brit.  Birds  76:  105-109)  could  not  have  been  the 
14th  October  1980  Akrabergi,  Faroe  Islands,  bird,  as  previously  suggested, 
since  that  individual  was  sadly  found  dead  (Bloch  & Sorensen  1984,  Yvirlit 
yvir  Foraya  Fuglar) . 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus  (98,  86,  5) 

Borders  St  Abb’s  Head,  26th  May  (P.  R.  Gordon.  K.  J.  Rideout,  C.  K.  Robeson). 
Cleveland  Coatham  Marsh,  17th  May  (G.  Boyce,  S.  Reeve  et  at.). 

Cornwall  Millbrook,  13th  to  23rd  June  (B.  Chugg,  J.  A.  d'E.  Miller  et  al.). 

Lincolnshire  Tetnev,  19th  June  (T.  Baker). 

Northumberland  Brock  Mill,  near  Beal,  20th  May  (R.  Norman). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  2nd  May  (R.  K.  Haggar  et  at.). 

1984  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  two.  13th  May  (K.  M.  Johnston).  presumed  same  as 
Boreham  Street  individuals,  12th  to  18th  (Brit.  Birds  78:  543). 

1985  Dorset  Radipole,  27th  April  to  1st  May  (D.  Elliot.  M.J.  Palmer  et  al.). 
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(Southern  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  Records  have  been  annual 
since  1978.  These  are  typical,  but  the  one  in  Borders  is  only  the  fourth  in 
Scotland  this  century.  The  Northumberland  individual  must  have 
presented  a pathetic  sight:  it  was  apparently  one-legged.  It  must  have  had 
great  difficulty  in  feeding,  so  it  is  hardly  surprising  that  it  was  not  seen 
again. 

Collared  Pratincole  Glareola  pratincola  (31,  38,  2) 

Cornwall  Camel  Estuary,  16th  to  17th  October  (P.  G.  Akers  et  at.) (fig.  4). 

Kent  Dungeness,  18th  to  25th  June  (D.  Elliot,  S.  McMinn  et  at.). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  Africa)  The  Dungeness  record  is 
typical  in  both  location  and  date,  but  the  one  in  Cornwall  in  October  is 
the  second  latest  ever  (the  latest  being  one  in  Kent  from  4th  November 
1977). 

Black-winged  Pratincole  Glareola  nordmanni  (5,  16,  1) 

Leicestershire  Eye  Brook  Reservoir,  20th  to  21st  November  (G.  Blackburn,  K.  Moulton  et 
at.). 

(West  Asia)  All  of  the  previous  positively  identified  Black-winged 
Pratincoles  have  been  between  July  and  October,  making  this  by  far  the 
latest  ever.  Most  Collared  Pratincoles  have  been  in  spring,  but  there  is  one 
November  record,  as  mentioned  above. 

Killdeer  Charadrius  vocifenis  (9,  34,  0) 

1984  Strathclyde  Colonsay,  7th  to  8th  January  (1).  C.  Jardine,  R.  Pitts). 

(North  America,  West  Indies,  Peru  to  Chile)  Perhaps  surprisingly, 
winter  records  are  not  unusual.  From  one  to  five  were  recorded  annually 
from  1978  to  1985. 

American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica  (6,  1 08,  3) 

Lincolnshire  Tetney,  adult,  27th  to  at  least  29th  July  (T.  Baker,  R.  S.  Slack,  S.  M. 
YVhitehouse  el  at.). 

(Arctic  North  America  and  extreme  Northeast  Asia)  Also  two  in 
Ireland:  adult  at  Belmullet,  Co.  Mayo,  on  29th  September;  and  juvenile  at 
Rossearbery,  Co.  Cork,  13th  October  to  mid  November.  Records  have 
been  annual  since  1966  and  this  is  the  poorest  showing  since  1974. 

Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva  (0,  4,  0) 

(North  and  Northeast  Asia)  None  has  yet  been  accepted  for  Britain  or 
Ireland  in  1986,  but  in  view  of  the  new  specific  status  of  this  bird  it  may  be 
helpful  to  list  the  four  previous  accepted  records:  adult,  Aberlady  Bay, 
Lothian,  10th  to  16th  July  1976;  adult  again  at  Aberlady  Bay  on  9th  July 
1977  (and  perhaps  the  same  returning  individual);  Beinpton  Cliffs, 
Humberside,  1st  September  1975;  and  Fraisthorpe,  Humberside,  26th 
January  to  2nd  February  1985. 

American  or  Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica/ P.  fulva  (6,  113,  3) 

1985  Kent  Elmley,  adult,  6th  July  (R.  I.  Thorpe). 

A record  appears  under  this  heading  for  the  first  time  as  the  former  two 
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Fig.  4.  Collared  Pratincole  Glareola  pralincola.  Cornwall,  October  1986  (P.  G.  Akers) 

races  of  ‘Lesser  Golden  Plover'  have  now  been  ‘split'  by  the  BOU  Records 
Committee.  The  totals  include  those  specifically  identified. 

Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria  (5,  23,  1) 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven  and  Lee-on-Solent  Airfield,  juvenile,  17th  October  to  at  least 
8th  November  (B.  S.  Duffin.  R.  J.  Fairiiank  el  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Steyning  area.  South  Downs,  juvenile  moulting  to  first-winter,  31st  October  to 
at  least  30th  December  1985  (Bril.  Birds  79:  545),  relocated  Sompting  area,  3rd  January  only 
(per  R.  J.  Fairbank). 
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(Southeast  Russia  and  West-central  Asia)  There  have  now  been  records 
three  years  running,  after  a gap  of  three  years.  They  have  been  seen  in  all 
months  except  June,  but  October  is  the  peak  time  for  arrivals. 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla  (2,  40,  7) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  juvenile,  30th  September  to  24th  October;  same,  St  Agnes,  13th  (P.J.  Grant 
et  al.)(Brit.  Birds  80:  plates  4-5,  284);  another  juvenile,  St  Mary’s,  3rd  to  5th  October  (P.J. 
Grant,  H.  P.  K.  Robinson  et  at.). 

Suffolk  Minsmere,  adult,  6th  to  15th  August  (J.  H.  Grant,  I.  P.  Robinson,  D.J.  Weaver  et  at.). 
1978  Cornwall  Hayle,  juvenile,  17th  September  (A.  R.  Pay),  possibly  same  as  that  on  date 
uncertain  between  11th  and  16th  October  (Brit.  Birds  78:  545). 

1982  Cheshire  Frodsham  (Weaver  Bend),  first-winter,  3rd  to  4th  October,  previously 
rejected  (Brit.  Birds  78:  588),  now  accepted  after  review  (A.  Broome,  S.  Hind,  A.  R.  Pay). 

(North  America)  Also  four  in  Ireland:  two  adults  at  The  Cull,  Co. 
Wexford,  31st  August  to  8th  September;  juvenile  at  Tacumshin,  Co. 
Wexford,  on  7th  September;  and  juvenile  at  Swords,  Co.  Dublin,  30th 
September  to  4th  October.  Records  have  been  annual  since  1980. 

Least  Sandpiper  Calidris  minutilla  (6,  21,  1) 

Cornwall  Portscatho,  first-winter  moulting  to  first-summer,  9th  February  to  20th  April 
(M.  A.  Golley,  P.  D.  Kemp,  A.  I.  Prophet  et  al.)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plates  145-146;  80:  plates  67, 
271  & 285). 

(North  America).  The  first  record  of  over-wintering.  For  many 
observers,  this  was  their  first  ‘complete’  Least  Sandpiper:  the  previously 
mass-twitched  individual  at  Dungeness,  Kent,  in  August  1984  (Brit.  Birds 
78:  546)  sadly  having  badly  crippled  legs  and  missing  toes. 


271.  First-winter  Feast  Sandpiper  Calidris  minutilla  moulting  to  first-summer,  Cornwall,  April 

1986  ( Richard  G.  Smith) 


White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  fuscicollis  (24,  262,  7) 

Cleveland  South  Gare  and  Seaton  Snook,  adult,  7th  to  17th  August  (M.  R.  K.  Askew  et  al.). 
Gloucestershire  Slimbridge,  adult,  21st  to  22nd  August  (N.  R.  Smart,  B.  Stewart  et  al.). 
Hampshire  Fling  Great  Marsh,  juvenile,  29th  September  (R.  W.  Russell). 
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Kent  Worth  Marshes,  9th  April  (E.  J.  Maguire,  A.  Sapsford). 

Norfolk  Snettisham,  adult,  14th  July  to  14th  August  (J.  E.  Corlett,  A.  Livingstone  et  at). 
1970  Cheshire  frodsham,  juvenile,  17th  October  to  3rd  November  (D.  L.  Clugston,  E.  Jones 
et  at.). 

1984  Cheshire  Frodsham,  adult,  2nd  Ju  ly  to  23rd  August  and  2nd  to  3rd  September  (Brit. 
Birds  79:  545),  now  considered  as  two  individuals:  adult,  2nd  to  6th  July;  another,  23rd 
August  to  15th  September  (M.  S.  Garner  et  at.).  Thelwall,  adult,  31st  July  (R.  Taylor), 
possibly  same  as  second  Frodsham  individual. 

1984  Northumberland  Hauxley,  adult,  21st  July  (J.  R.  Irving,  W.  T.  Logan,  E.  Slack  et  al.). 

1985  Humberside  Beacon  Lane  Lagoon,  Spurn,  adult,  7th  to  11th  August  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
545),  again  12th  (A.  Lewis  et  al.).  Blacktoft,  adult  or  first-summer,  29th  August  to  14th 
September  (J.  M.  Bayldon,  I).  Page  et  al.). 

1985  Norfolk  Cley,  adult,  17th  August  to  1st  September  (L.  G.  R.  Evans,  R.  G.  Millington. 
D.  J.  Odell  et  al.). 

(North  America)  Also  two  in  Ireland:  adult  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake,  Co. 
Wexford,  25th  to  27th  September;  and  adult  at  Kilcoole,  Co.  Wicklow,  on 
27th  September.  Some  typical  late-summer  and  autumn  records,  but  the 
one  in  Kent  in  April  is  only  the  third  in  spring. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  (5,  117,  2) 

Cleveland  Long  Drag  Pools  and  South  Gare,  juvenile,  29th  September  to  13th  October 
(M.  A.  Blick,  E.  G.  Clark  et  al.). 

Hampshire  Warsash,  juvenile,  7th  October  (1).  A.  Christie). 

1985  Cheshire  Weaver  Bend,  Frodsham,  juvenile,  6th  to  15th  September  (Brit.  Birds  79:  546), 
also  16th  (A.  Lewis  et  al.). 

(North  America  and  Northeast  Siberia)  Records  have  been  annual  since 
1969,  and  an  average  of  about  seven  have  been  seen  per  annum  during  the 
past  ten  years,  with  almost  all  between  mid  August  and  October. 

Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Calidris  acuminata  (5,  14,  0) 

(Northeast  Siberia)  None  in  Britain  or  Ireland,  but  the  one  at 
Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  30th  August  1973  is  now  considered  unaccejDt- 
able  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee. 

Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  (23,  79,  5) 

Cleveland  Long  Drag  Pools,  13th  June  (T.  Francis,  J.  Grieveson  et  al.). 

Dorset  Ferrybridge,  8th  May  (J.  F.  Ryan). 

Kent  Elmley,  4th  to  6th  July  (P.  & R.  Puxlev  et  al.). 

Lancashire  Fleetwood,  3rd  to  8th  June  (I.  Gardner  et  al.). 

Norfolk  Cley  and  Salthouse,  29th  June  to  2nd  July  (J.  T.  Corcoran,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  R.  J. 
Rowe  et  al.). 

1985  Humberside  Hull,  at  least  25th  May  (D.  J.  Odell  et  al.). 

1985  Lancashire  Banks  Marsh,  12th  to  13th  June  (C.  J.  McCarty  et  al.)( fig.  5). 

1985  Norfolk  Cley,  4th  July  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett). 

1985  Suffolk  Walberswick,  24th  May  (D.  R.  Moore,  C.  S.  Waller). 

(North  Eurasia)  Another  fairly  good  year,  but  1984  is  the  record,  with 
12.  The  Committee  would  be  grateful  for  reports  on  the  second  individual 
supposedly  at  Hull  in  late  May  1985. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Linmodromus  scolopaceus  (9,  101,  3) 

Cornwall  Camel  Estuary,  adult,  9th  August  to  1987  (D.  J.  Chown  et  al.). 

Hampshire  Curbridge,  age  not  determined.  10th  March  to  16th  April  (W.  Boras,  T.  D. 
Codlin,  D.  J.  Unsworth  et  al.). 

Lincolnshire  Holbeach  St  Mark's,  adult.  19th  July  to  14th  August  (P.  Clement  et  al.). 
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1985  Essex  Langenhoe  Point,  adult,  30th  September  (R.  P.  Hull). 

1985  Suffolk  Alton  Water,  first-winter,  20th  October  to  at  least  14th  December  (J.  M. 
Cawston,  F.  E.  Elliston  et  a/.)(plates  272  & 273).  Minsmere,  juvenile  moulting  to  first-winter, 
30th  October  (T.  1).  Charlton  et  at.). 

1985  Tayside  Port  Allen,  adult,  13th  to  17th  August  (E.  J.  Maguire  et  at.). 

(North  America  and  Northeast  Siberia)  Also  two  late  records  from 
Ireland:  at  Belclare  Turlough,  Co.  Galway,  26th  to  30th  September  1985; 
and  Blennerville,  Co.  Kerry,  26th  November  1985  to  31st  March  1986. 
Records  have  been  annual  since  1973,  with  an  average  of  about  seven  per 
year  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Dowitcher  Limnodromus  griseus/L.  scolopaceus  (31,  208,  3) 

1983  Devon  Powderham  Park,  9th  to  13th  October  (D.  M.  Norman  et  at.). 
1985  Devon  Braunton  area,  1st  to  at  least  24th  November  (J.  P.  Turner  et  at). 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986  539 

(North  America  and  Northeast  Siberia)  One  late  record  from  Ireland: 
at  Lough  Derravarragh,  Co.  Westmeath,  2nd  to  4th  May  1984.  Pre-1958 
records  of  Short-billed  Dowitcher  are  still  under  review  by  the  BOU 
Records  Committee  (Brit.  Birds  74:  471). 
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ig.  5.  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  (compared  with  Little  Stint  Ca/idris  minuta 
and  Dunlin  C.  atpina ).  Lancashire,  June  1985  (C.J.  McCarty) 
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Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda  (15,  23,  1) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  22nd  October  to  at  least  17th  November  (J.  G.  Hole  et  at.)  (Bril.  Birds  80: 
plates  8-10). 

(North  America)  Four  of  the  last  six,  since  1982,  have  appeared  in  Scilly 
between  15th  and  23rd  October. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flaiipes  (35,  153,  2) 

Hampshire  Farlington  Marshes,  adult,  17th  to  27th  August,  trapped  25th  (T.  Jennings, 
R.  N.  Macklin,  R.  W.  White  et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  adult,  26th  July  (P.  M.  Scanlan  et  at.). 

1985  Sussex,  West  Sidlesham  Ferry,  27th  April  (J.  E.  Bushell,  P.  D.  White). 

(North  America)  The  one  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  6th  November 
1985  remained  to  January  1986.  Another  poor  year;  there  were  only  three 
in  1985  but  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  about  seven  per  * 
year. 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  (3,  21,  4) 

Avon  Royal  Portbury  Dock,  19th  September  (C.  J.  Stone,  K.  E.  Vinicombe);  presumed  same, 
Severn  Beach,  20th  (N.  T.  Lacy,  B.  Lancastle). 

Essex  Colne  Point,  20th  September  (Dr  S.  Cox,  R.  Matthews  et  at.). 

Hampshire  Oxey  Marsh,  Lymington,  10th  June  (D.  J.  Sussex). 

Northumberland  Hauxley,  29th  June  to  1st  July  (J.  E.  Fergusson  et  ai). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  Siberia)  After  the  blank  year  of  1985,  four  in  a 
year  is  a new  peak.  Most  records  have  been  in  May  to  July,  and  these  in 
Avon  and  Essex  are  only  the  second  and  third  in  September. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  (6,  72,  5) 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  age  yet  to  be  decided,  4th  October  to  12th  January'  1987, 
trapped  25th  November  (B.  S.  Duffin,  D.  Powell,  J.  M.  Walters  et  al.).  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  7). 
Lancashire  Foulridge  (Burwain’s)  Reservoir,  Colne,  adult,  6th  to  10th  August  (M.  J.  Naylor 
et  at).  Lower  Rivington  Reservoir,  adult,  22nd  November  to  1 1th  January  1987  (E.  Hunter  et 
al.). 

Norfolk  Cley,  11th  to  13th  June  (J.  T.  Corcoran,  S.J.  M.  Cantlett  et  al.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  20th  May  (R.  G.  Adam,  N.  J.  Riddiford,  A.  Whittaker  et  ai). 

1985  Norfolk  Holme,  juvenile  or  first-winter,  7th  October  (V.  Eve  et  al.). 

(North  America)  An  about  average  showing.  Over-wintering  records  are 
not  now  unusual. 

Grey-tailed  Tattler  Heteroscelus  brevipes  (0,  1,  0) 

1981  Dyfed/Gwynedd  Dyfi  Estuary,  13th  October  to  17th  November  (P.  E.  Davis,  A.  D. 
Fox,  R.  I.  Thorpe  et  al.). 

(North  and  Northeast  Siberia)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  new  to  the  Western  Palearctic.  Acceptance  has  been  delayed  because 
of  the  identification  problems  associated  with  separating  this  species  from 
Wandering  Tattler  H.  incanus.  Full  details  will  be  published  in  due  course. 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor  (1,  190,  1) 

1985  Cornwall  Camel  Estuary,  probably  first-winter,  31st  October  (Dr  A.  Harris,  J.  A.  d’E. 
Miller). 

1985  Highland  Inverness,  first-winter,  3rd  to  4th  September  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  C.  H.  Crooke,J. 
Mackenzie  et  al.). 
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1985  Lincolnshire  Covenham  Reservoir,  19th  to  21st  August  (Brit.  Birds  79:  551),  also  22nd 
(per  G.  P.  Galley). 

1985  Norfolk  (.ley,  14th  to  17th  August  (L.  G.  R.  Evans,  M.  Fiszer,  P.  G.  H.  Wolstenholme 
et  at.). 

(North  America)  One  in  Ireland:  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  1 1th  to  12th 
October.  The  first  blank  year  in  Britain  since  1969;  about  seven  per  year 
has  been  the  average  since  then.  Twelve  species  of  American  waders 
(including  Pectoral  Calidris  melanotos  and  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  Tryngites 
subrujicollis)  were  recorded  in  1986,  a poor  year  when  compared  with  the  16 
in  1985. 


Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla  (2,  43,  3) 

Kent  Dungeness,  adult,  8lh  August  (B.  O’Dowd  et  al.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  first-winter,  26th  October  (T.  D.  Codlin,  P.  M.  Potts). 

Strathclyde  Stevenston  Point,  Ayrshire,  adult,  20th  November  (Mr  & Mrs  J.  L.  Burton). 
Tyne  8c  Wear  South  Shields,  adult,  first  recorded  1984  as  first-winter  (Brit.  Birds  79:  552), 
discontinuously  many  dates  1st  January  to  at  least  30th  April  and  4th  August  to  at  least  end 
of  February  1987  (J.  Strowger  et  «/.);  also  Shibdon  Pond,  29th  November  (T.  Oliphant),  13th 
December  (K.  Bowey)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  119). 

1974  Essex  Holiwell  Point,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  5th  May  (Brit.  Birds  68:  320),  was  adult. 

1975  Northumberland  Low  Hauxley,  two  immatures,  30th  August  (Brit.  Birds  70:  447),  were 
juveniles. 

1984  Tyne  8c  Wear  Blaydon,  North  Shields  and  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  first-winter 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  552),  also  South  Shields,  29th  February  (J.  Strowger),  1st,  5th  and  9th  March 
(G.  K.  Gordon,  T.  I.  Mills,  J.  Strowger);  as  first-summer,  13th  July  (G.  K.  Gordon);  as 
second-winter,  21st  December  (G.  K.  Gordon). 

1985  Cheshire  Latchford  Locks,  Warrington,  second-winter,  21st  November  (S.  W. 
Kennedy);  presumed  same,  Woolston  Eyes,  30th  (D.  S.  Bowman,  B.  Martin). 

1985  Tyne  8c  Wear  Newcastle  General  Hospital  area  and  other  localities,  second-winter 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  552),  also  South  Shields,  various  dates,  12th  February  to  17th  March,  various 
dates  21st  December  to  at  least  17th  January  1986  (G.  K.  Gordon,  T.  I.  Mills,  J.  Strowger  et 
al.). 

1985  West  Midlands  Edgbaston  Reservoir,  first-year,  15th  to  19th  January  (P.  V.  Irving  et 
al.). 

(North  America)  Three  new  birds  has  been  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  long  stay  of  the  Newcastle  individual  is  quite  remarkable:  for 
local  students  of  gull  plumages,  it  has  now  exhibited  every  plumage  stage 
since  its  arrival  as  a first-winter  bird. 


Bonaparte’s  Gull  Larus  Philadelphia  (11,  37,  6) 

Cornwall  Drift  Reservoir  and  Newlyn,  first-winter,  25th  January  to  15th  March  (P.  A.  Maker. 
H.  P.  K.  Robinson  et  al.)',  adult,  2nd  November  to  8th  March  1987  (H.  P.  K.  Robinson  et  al.). 
Glamorgan,  Mid  North  Comelly,  Kenfig  Pool,  Sker  Point  area,  first-summer,  14th  to  17th 
March  (N.  & Mrs  C.  Lavers,  S.  J.  Moon  et  al.).  Later  seen  in  South  Glamorgan,  see  below. 
Glamorgan,  South  Tremorfa  Park  and  Rhymney  River  area,  first-summer,  21st  March,  8th 
April  to  29th  May  (R.  G.  Hogarth,  M.  C.  Powell  et  al.)(Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  177),  same  as  Mid 
Glamorgan  individual. 

Hampshire  Gilkicker  Point,  first-summer,  21st  March  (J.  Lawson,  R.  J.  Wilkinson). 
Highland  Fort  William,  first-summer,  30th  May  (A.  J.  L.  Smith  et  al.). 

1967  Cornwall  Newlyn,  23rd  to  25th  October  (Brit.  Birds  61:  344),  was  adult. 

1967  Norfolk  Bacton  Gap,  Mundeslev,  2nd  September  (Brit.  Birds  61:  344).  was  apparently 
adult  retaining  some  first-summer  features. 

1969  Yorkshire  (now  North  Yorkshire)  Filey.  20th  June  (Brit.  Birds  68:  333),  was  immature. 
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(North  America)  Also  one  in  Ireland:  an  adult  at  Wexford  town,  Co. 
Wexford,  from  24th  March  to  18th  April.  Records  have  been  annual  since 
1979,  but  six  in  a year  is  a new  record;  the  previous  best  was  four  in  both 
1982  and  1983.  Seven  of  the  15  British  records  since  1980  have  been  in 
West  Cornwall. 

Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis  (0,  449,  52) 

Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  adult,  26th  January  (R.  Higgins);  second-year,  from  8th  March 
(A.  D.  Whatley  e/ a/.);  another  second-year  from  1st  April  (A.  H.  Davies  etal.);  further  second- 
year  from  10th  (the  late  L.  A.  Tucker,  K.  E.  Vinicombe  el  at.);  all  three  second-year 
individuals  10th  April,  two  11th;  adult,  19th  (A.  H.  Davies,  T.  H.  Smith). 

Cornwall  Copperhouse  Creek,  Hayle,  second-winter,  since  16th  October  1985  (Bril.  Birds  79: 
553),  to  21st  March,  returned  as  adult,  23rd  December  to  1987  (L.  P.  Williams  et  at.);  first- 
winter,  13th  November  (L.  P.  Williams);  another  first-winter,  24th  November  to  1987  (L.  P, 
Williams  et  at.).  Drift  Reservoir,  second-winter,  12th  to  at  least  15th  February'  (D.  Walker  et 
at.).  Helston  Park  Lake,  second-winter,  11th  February  to  2nd  March  (A.  R.  Pay  et  at.). 
Padstow,  second-winter,  10th  April  (R.  Smaldon);  first-winter,  27th  November,  11th  to  13th 
December  (P.  G.  Akers);  adult,  28th  November,  3rd  December  (P.  G.  Akers,  D.  J.  Chown). 
Par  Beach,  first-winter  moulting  to  first-summer,  15th  May  (S.  M.  Christophers). 

Cumbria  South  Walney,  adult,  31st  January  (T.  Dean). 

Devon  West  Hoe,  Plymouth,  second-winter,  2nd  January  (S.J.  Cox,  A.  H.  J.  Harrop),  same, 
Plymouth  Barbican,  23rd  to  27th  February  (A.  H.  J.  Harrop),  same  as  Millbrook,  Cornwall, 
individual,  27th  December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553).  Plym  Estuary,  first-winter,  21st  February 
(M.  D.  Rayment). 

Dorset  Abbotsbury,  adult,  14th  January  (J.  F.  Ryan).  West  Bexington,  first-summer,  17th 
March  (P.  G.  Akers,  D.  J.  Chown,  D.  Osborn);  second-winter,  4th  April  (D.  J.  Chown  et  at.). 
Dorchester,  adult,  29th  December  (P.  M.  Harris  et  at.). 

Dumfries  8c  Galloway  Wigtown  Bay,  adult,  1 1th  February  (P.  N.  Collin). 

Dyfed  Burry  Port,  Carmarthenshire,  adult,  20th  February  (C.  Jones).  Gann  Estuary, 
Pembrokeshire,  second-year,  27th  March  to  5th  April;  adult,  31st  March  (G.  H.  Rees  el  at.). 
Essex  Leigh-on-Sea,  second-winter,  discontinuously  20th  February  to  29th  March  (P.  M. 
Griggs  et  at.),  same,  Southend  Pier,  6th  and  12th  March  (P.  Hare  et  at.),  presumed  returning 
individual  of  13th  to  at  least  17th  August  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553;  plate  275). 

Glamorgan,  South  Roath  Park  Lake,  Cardiff,  adult,  since  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553)  to  4th 
January,  again,  31st  January  to  7th  March  (K.  R.  Lloyd,  N.  Odin,  M.  C.  Powell  et  at.), 
presumed  same,  20th  November  to  at  least  22nd  February  1987  (P.  Bristow  et  at.);  another 
adult,  21st  February  to  2nd  March  (P.  Bristow,  P.  G.  Lansdown,  M.  C.  Powell  et  at.). 
Llanishen  Reservoir,  second-winter,  21st  February  (P.  Bristow  et  at.),  same,  Roath  Park  Lake, 
23rd  to  7th  March  (P.  Bristow,  M.  C.  Powell  et  at.).  Cosmeston  Lakes  Country  Park,  second- 
winter,  9th  and  15th  February  (M.  C.  Powell,  W.  M.  Strong  et  at.). 

Hampshire  Sinah  Gravel-pits,  Hayling  Island,  second-summer,  28th  to  30th  March  (T.  D. 
Codlin,J.  M.  Walters). 

Hereford  8c  Worcester  Throckmorton,  Worcestershire,  adult,  2nd  to  at  least  5th  March 
(P.  F.  Stewart  et  at.). 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  first-winter,  24th  April  to  2nd  May  (D.  S.  H.  Coates,  N.  Odin,  M.  H. 
Sykes  et  at.). 

Lancashire  Fleetwood  tip,  adult,  3rd  January  (L.  G.  Blacow,  A.  J.  HinchclifTe).  Martin  Mere, 
second-summer  moulting  to  adult,  5th  to  9lh,  30th  August,  23rd  September  (M.  1.  Fldridge, 
C.  M.  Poole  et  at.),  also  at  Marshside,  Merseyside,  see  below. 

Merseyside  Red  Rocks,  first-winter,  26th  January  (A.  M.  Stoddart,  D.  J.  Tunniclifle). 
Marshside,  second-summer  moulting  to  adult,  13th  August  (P.  1 Holt),  same  as  Martin 
Mere,  Lancashire,  individual.  Seaforth,  first-summer,  10th  May  (P.  G.  Kinsella,  S.  Young  et 
at.);  another  first-summer,  21st  to  27th  June  (P.  G.  Kinsella  et  al.)\  adult,  28th  November  to  at 
least  6th  December  (C.  Kehoe,  D.  Messenger,  S.  Young  et  at.);  another  adult,  6th  (M.  S. 
Garner,  C.  Kehoe,  S.  Young  et  at.);  second-winter,  6th  (M.  S.  Garner,  S.  Young  et  at.). 
Somerset  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  adult,  20th  March  (D.  J.  Chown). 

Strathclyde  Doonfoot,  Ayr,  adult,  14th  to  15th  February  (B.  C.  Forrester,  R.  H.  Hogg). 
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Sussex,  East  ( .rumbles,  Eastbourne,  second-winter,  since  15th  December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
553),  26th  January,  8th  February  (D.  &J.  F.  Cooper). 

Tyne  & Wear  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  second-winter,  12th  February  to  2nd  March 
(R.  A.  J.  Forsyth,  R.  Johnson  el  at.)  (Brit.  Bird v 79:  plates  162-163). 

Western  Isles  Castlebay,  Barra,  adult,  24th  February  (T.  J.  Dix). 

1984  Cornwall  Swan  Pool,  Falmouth,  first-winter,  18th  February  and  4th  March  (Brit.  Birds 
78:  555),  again  19th  (D.  J.  Chown). 

1984  Cumbria  Ramsdale,  adult,  7th  December  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553),  locality  was  Rampside, 
near  Barrow-in-F'urness. 

1984  Dorset  Radipole,  first-winter,  4th  December  1983  to  January  1984  (Brit.  Birds  77:  530), 
last  recorded  mid  July  (per  M.  Cade). 

1985  Cornwall  Hayle,  second-winter,  since  at  least  16th  October  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553),  to  21st 
March  1986  (L.  P.  Williams  et  at.).  Par  Beach,  first-winter,  since  8th  December  1984  (Brit. 
Birds  78:  555)  to  at  least  3rd  March  (per  R.  I.  Allison,  S.  M.  Christophers).  Mount’s  Bay,  first- 
winter,  2nd  November  (M.  C.  Buckland,  I.  Lycett).  Millbrook  Lake,  second-winter,  23rd 
November  (A.  Bailey,  A.  F.  Mears,  A.  J.  Pearce);  possibly  same  individual,  27th  December 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  553),  also  in  Devon  in  1986,  see  above. 

1985  Devon  Axmouth,  second-winter,  2nd  January  (J.  C.  Nicholls).  Beesands  Ley,  second- 
winter,  11th  February  (J.  C.  Nicholls). 

1985  Essex  Southend-on-Sea,  first-winter,  6th  December  (K.  Osborn);  presumed  same, 
Hanningfield  Reservoir,  27th  (G.  R.  Flkins). 

1985  Glamorgan,  South  Roath  Park  Lake,  Cardiff,  adult,  18th  to  27th  December  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  553)  to  4th  January  1986  and  subsequently  (see  above),  presumed  returning  individual  of 
12th  to  25th  February  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  555). 

1985  Lothian  Musselburgh,  first-winter,  23rd  February  (A.  Brown,  P.  R.  Gordon),  additional 
to  that  already  published  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553). 

1985  Somerset  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  adult,  13th  January  (M.  A.  Hallett.  D.  Helliar, 
B.J.  Widden).  < 

1985  Sussex,  East  Crumbles,  Eastbourne,  second-winter,  15th  to  25th  December  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  553),  also  in  1986  above. 

1985  Yorkshire,  West  Eccup  Reservoir,  Leeds,  adult,  24th  February  (R.  C.  Hart,  S.  P. 
Singleton  et  at.). 

1985  Hampshire  Paulsgrove,  adult,  4th  April  (R.  J.  Wilkinson). 

(North  America)  Also  14  in  Ireland:  adult  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate  on 
30th  November;  three  adults  at  Whitehouse,  Belfast  Lough,  Co.  Antrim 
(included  adult  of  30th  November),  on  26th  December  (these  stayed  into 
1987);  second-year  at  Lennymore  Bay,  Lough  Neagh,  Co.  Antrim,  on  22nd 
April;  second-winter  at  the  Lough,  Co.  Cork,  on  29th  December;  second- 
winter  at  Bann  Estuary,  Co.  Derry,  on  3rd  January;  adult  near 
Groomsport,  Co.  Down,  on  30th  October;  second-winter  at  Galway 
Harbour,  Co.  Galway,  on  16th  November;  two  adults  at  Blennen  ille,  Co. 
Kerr)  , 29th  to  31st  March;  first-winter  at  Blennerville,  Co.  Kern  , on  31st 
December;  second-winter  at  Belmullet,  Co.  Mayo,  on  5th  October; 
second-winter  at  Wexford  town,  Co.  Wexford,  30th  January  to  12th  April. 
A first-winter,  second-winter  and  adult  at  the  Lough,  Co.  Cork,  since  1985 
(various  dates)  remained  to  at  least  late  February.  At  Limerick  City,  two 
adults  remained  to  8th  February  and  8th  April  respectively,  and  a second- 
winter  to  27th  March,  all  considered  to  be  birds  present  in  1985.  Two 
adults  present  in  Sligo  Harbour  since  1985  (one  since  November)  were 
still  present  on  2nd  March  1986.  At  Wexford  town,  a second-winter 
present  since  14th  December  1985  remained  to  at  least  1 2th  April  1986.  A 
number  of  records  from  Dorset  are  also  still  to  come.  This  species  w ill  be 
dropped  from  the  list  of  species  considered  by  the  Rarities  Committee  at 
the  end  of  1987  (Brit.  Birds  80:  422).  Little  did  Rob  Hume  know  what  he 
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was  starting  when  he  found  the  first  one  at  Blackpill,  West  Glamorgan,  on 
14th  March  1973!  There  are  still  very  few  records  from  the  East  Coast. 
The  rejection  rate  quoted  in  last  year’s  species  comment  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
555)  was  based  on  interim  statistics  and  was  therefore  incorrect.  In  fact, 
in  that  record  year,  100  were  accepted  and  25  were  rejected.  A rejection 
rate  of  20%  was  still  extremely  high,  however,  and  shows  the  caution 
which  needs  to  be  exercised  when  identifying  especially  immatures  of  this 
difficult  species. 

Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides  (0,  6,  1 ) 

An  individual  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  race  L.  g. 
kumlieni,  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Grampian  BanfT  Bay  and  Harbour,  adult,  15th  to  20th  March  (G.  M.  Cresswell,  C. . 
McGuigan,  J.  G.  Steele  et  at.);  same,  25th  to  26th  December  (plate  274);  presumed  returning 
individual  of  17th  March  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  555). 

(Baffin  Island  and  Northwest  Ungava  Peninsula,  Canada)  Also  one  in 
Ireland:  a sub-adult  (at  least  third-year)  at  Wexford  town  on  27th  January; 
and  a late  record:  an  adult  at  Killybegs,  Co.  Donegal,  30th  January'  to  12th 
February  1983.  The  BanfT  individual  was  present  again  in  early  1987.  The 
record  of  one  at  Tralee,  Co.  Kerry,  on  10th  January  1959  is  now 
considered  unacceptable  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee. 


274.  Iceland  Gull  Lams  glaucoides  of  race  L.  g.  kumlieni , Grampian,  March  1986  (R.  Proctor) 


Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  (2,  43,  1) 

Humberside  Hornsea,  hrst-winter,  1st  February  (W.  F.  Curtis). 

(Northeast  Siberia,  Greenland  and  Canada)  The  record  of  one  off  Cape 
Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  3rd  September  1967  is  now  considered 
unacceptable  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee.  Ross’s  Gull  is  now  much 
more  regular  than  Ivory  Gull  Pagophila  ebumea:  from  one  to  eight  have  been 
recorded  annually  since  1974.  This  individual  turned  up  the  day  after  the 
discovery  of  the  Cleveland  Ivory  Gull,  and  was  presumably  a product  of 
the  same  cold  northerly  weather  system. 

Ivory  Gull  Pagophila  ebumea  (76,  28,  1) 

Cleveland  Saltburn,  immature,  31st  January  to  8th  February  (D.  J.  Britton  et  at.)  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  plates  117-118). 

(High  Arctic)  From  one  to  five  were  recorded  annually  from  1976  to 
1980,  but,  apart  from  four  in  1983,  this  is  the  first  since  then.  This 
typically  delightfully  confiding  bird  turned  up  during  a period  of  bitterly 


545 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986 

cold  weather  and  stayed  in  the  area,  feeding  on  discarded  fish  scraps  on 
the  beach. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gel ochelidon  nilotica  (52,  171,  1) 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  16th  July  (N.  Odin). 

1974  Norfolk  Cley,  two,  28th  September  (Brit.  Birds  68:  321),  identification  no  longer 
claimed  by  A.  \ . Moon  and  1*.  Naylor,  but  not  withdrawn  by  M.J.  Arnold,  and  record  stands. 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  nearest  breeding  colony  in  Denmark)  From  one 
to  13  have  been  recorded  annually  since  1971. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  (30,  136,  1) 

Merseyside  Hilbre,  31st  May  (A.  Conlin). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan  except  South  America,  but  everywhere  local) 
Apart  from  the  blank  year  of  1983,  an  average  of  about  four  has  been 
recorded  each  year  since  1964,  and  this  singleton  is  the  poorest  showing 
since  1965.  The  date,  and  the  short  stay,  are,  however,  typical. 

Royal  Tern  Sterna  maxima  (1,  3,  0) 

1974  Cheshire  Hilbre  Island,  8th  September,  no  longer  accepted,  see  1974  Clwvd  below. 
1974  Flintshire  (now  Clwyd)  Point  of  Ayr,  22nd  September,  same  as  Cheshire  individual, 
originally  accepted  as  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  (then  Hydroprogne)  caspia  or  Royal  Tern  .S',  maxima 
(Brit.  Birds  68:  322),  subsequently  as  Royal  (Brit.  Birds  69:  359),  now  reviewed  and  considered 
not  acceptable  as  either. 

(West  Africa,  North  America  and  the  Caribbean)  The  recent  better 
understanding  of  the  identification  characters  of  large  terns  (e.g.  Brit.  Birds 
80:  257-276)  has  led  to  the  reassessment  of  this  record.  Royal  Tern 
occurrences  have  now  been  overtaken  by  those  of  Lesser  ('rested  Tern 
Sterna  bengalensis , which  was  unrecorded  before  1982.  The  last  Royal  Tern 
was  on  24th  November  1979,  at  Kenfig,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis  (0,  4,  1) 

Northumberland  Hauxley,  2nd  July  (C.  Kehoe,  P.  Kinsella,  S.  Young);  presumed  returning 
individual  of  1984-85  (Brit.  Birds  79:  556). 

Sussex,  East  Rye,  13th  May  (P.  F.  Bonham,  K.  M.  Johnston,  Dr  B.  J.  Yates  et  at.). 

(North  Africa,  and  East  Africa  east  to  Australia)  Records  have  been 
annual  since  the  first  in  1982,  but  it  is  difficult  to  be  sure  that  some  of 
those  counted  as  different  were  not  in  fact  the  same  returning  individual 
moving  up  and  down  the  English  east  and  south  coasts.  The  Northumber- 
land bird  was  recorded  again  in  1987. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  (0,  10,  3) 

Clwyd  Point  of  Ayr,  adult,  27th  to  28th  September  (observers  not  known),  same.  Abergele, 
7th  October  (P.  Kinsella,  S.  Young)  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plates  20,  275);  also  seen  in  Gwynedd  (see 
below)  and  probably  returning  individual  of  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  559). 

Gwynedd  Holyhead,  adult,  19th  January  to  6th  February  (K.  G.  & Mrs  E.  Croft,  R.  Evans  et 
at.);  presumed  same,  Penmon  area,  Anglesey,  25th  October  to  at  least  23rd  November  (J.  O. 
Stratford  et  at.). 

Kent  Margate,  adult,  11th  October  (J.  P.  & M.  J.  Pointon). 

(North  America)  Also  one  in  Ireland:  an  adult  at  Wexford  Harbour,  7th 
June  to  at  least  February  1987.  The  bird  at  Bull  Island,  Co.  Dublin,  since 
November  1985  remained  to  at  least  February  1986.  The  first  record  was 
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275.  Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  Jorsteri  with  Sandwich  Tern  S.  sandvicensis,  Clwyd,  October 

1986  (Steve  Young) 


as  recent  as  1980,  and  most  have  been  in  late  autumn  or  winter.  The  series 
of  sightings  from  North  Wales  is  all  the  more  remarkable  in  that  a first- 
winter  bird  was  also  reported,  from  Penmon/Beaumaris  on  15th  Novem- 
ber 1986.  That  record  still  remains  under  consideration,  however,  and  the 
Committee  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  anyone  who  saw  it. 

White- winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus  (50,  465,  16) 

Cheshire  Woolston  Eyes,  13th  July  (P.  Antrobus,  I.  Clark  et  at.). 

Dorset  Weymouth  and  Radipole  area,  juvenile,  12th  to  14th  August  (J.  M.  Helps,  R.  J. 
Taylor  et  at. ) ( Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  299). 

Dyfed  Llanstadwell,  Pembrokeshire,  juvenile,  26th  August  (G.  H.  Rees). 

Fife  Newton  Pond,  adult,  13th  to  22nd  August  (D.  R.  Stewart  et  at.). 

Kent  Bough  Beech  Reservoir,  juvenile,  11th  August  (R.  Casse,  G.  J.  Harris,  D.  Hennessy). 
Dungeness,  juvenile,  1 1 th  to  12th  August  (B.  Banson,  J.  C.  Lidgate  et  at.)',  first-winter,  14th  to 
16th  September  (K.  Reid  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Cley  and  Felbrigg  Lake,  adult,  19th  August  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  E.  T.  Myers  et  at.). 
Northamptonshire  Thrapston  Gravel-pits,  juvenile,  14th  to  15th  August  (D.  Caswell  et  at.). 
Oxfordshire  Farmoor  Reservoir,  juvenile,  15th  September  (R.  Burgess,  I.  Lewington,  A. 
Williams  et  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Brighton  Marina,  adult,  21st  June  (Dr  C.  Brooks). 

1984  Cambridgeshire  Peterborough,  juvenile,  29th  to  30th  September  (Brit.  Birds  79:  558): 
full  dates  24th  September  to  1st  October,  finder  T.  P.  Daunt  (per  M.  R.  Coates). 

1984  Cleveland  See  below. 

1985  Cleveland  Long  Drag  Pools,  adult,  3 1st  July  to  5th  August  (Brit.  Birds  79:  557);  was  in 
1984  and  observers  were  M.  Davidson,  J.  E.  Willson  et  at. 

(Southeast  Europe,  West  and  East  Asia)  Also  three  in  Ireland:  adult  at 
Belfast  Harbour  Estate,  Co.  Down,  on  13th  and  14th  June;  adult  at 
Groomsport,  Co.  Down,  on  11th  July;  adult  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate 
again  on  8th  and  9th  July;  and  one  at  Goat  Island,  Lough  Derg,  Co. 
Tipperary,  on  28th  June.  A typical  series  of  records,  but,  like  1985, 
another  relatively  poor  year.  The  average  over  the  previous  ten  years  was 
22  per  annum. 
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Briinnich’s  Guillemot  Uria  lomvia  (2,  18,  1) 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  None  in  Britain,  but  the  first  for  Ireland:  one  at 
Ballyteigue  Bay,  Co.  Wexford,  on  24th  December. 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  Clamator  glandarius  (6,21,  1 ) 

Wight,  Isle  of  Brighstone  Bay,  26th  May  (D.  Monks). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  Africa)  There  was  one  in  Ireland  in 
1983,  but  this  is  the  first  in  Britain  since  1982.  The  date,  and  locality,  is 
typical. 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Coccyzus  americanus  (22,  24,  1) 

1985  Cornwall  Pendeen,  recently  dead,  13th  October  (E.  Grace,  L.  M.  I.essels,  B.  Wetzel). 

(North  America)  None  in  Britain,  but  one  in  Ireland:  on  Cape  Clear 
Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  30th  October.  The  1985  Cornish  individual  is  a sadly 
typical  record,  and  brings  the  already  record  year  total  for  1985  to  five. 

Scops  Owl  Otus  scops  (64,  15,  0) 

1985  Devon  Kenn,  near  Exeter,  9 dead  on  road,  20th  (Mrs  M.  Willis  per  K.  Boot, 
P.  W.  Ellicott),  skin  now  at  Royal  Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter. 

(South  Europe,  Russia,  West  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  Eight  of  the 
15  records  since  1958  have  been  of  individuals  found  dead  or  dying.  Only 
the  long-staying  bird  at  Dummer,  Hampshire,  in  1980  has  been  seen  by 
more  than  a handful  of  lucky  observers. 

Snowy  Owl  Nyctea  scandiaca  (many,  193,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  9»  age  uncertain,  16th  May  (N.  J.  Riddiford,  1).  Ross,  A.  Whittaker  el  at.). 
Fetlar  and  Unst,  three,  perhaps  four  99  probably  present  throughout  year  (per  I.  S. 
Robertson). 

1985  Shetland  Fetlar  and  Unst,  three,  perhaps  four  99  present  throughout  year;  9 
summered  Ronas  Hill,  Mainland  (per  D.  Coutts). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  Time  must  be  running  out  for  a male  to  find  its 
way  to  Shetland  if  there  is  to  be  any  chance  of  the  breeding  of  1967  to  1975 
occurring  again. 

Tengmalm’s  Owl  Aegolius  funereus  (49,  7,  1) 

Orkney  Egilsay,  31st  May  to  1st  June  (R.  Gallernault,  Mrs  E.  Hibbert  el  <j/.)(plate  282). 
Glims  Holm,  dead  about  three  to  four  weeks,  25th  June  (R.  F.  Adam  per  E.  R.  Meek). 

(North  Eurasia  and  North  America)  Yet  another  from  Orkney.  These 
two  have  been  presumed  to  relate  to  the  same  individual  and  now  five  out 
of  the  last  seven  recorded  since  1958  have  been  on  this  relatively  under- 
watched archipelago. 

Common  Nighthawk  Chordeiles  minor  (3,  10,  0) 

1985  Merseyside  Moreton,  Wirral,  first-winter,  taken  into  care  exhausted,  11th  October; 
subsequently  ringed  and  transported  to  Belize,  Central  America,  by  courtesy  of  Royal  Air 
Force  and  released  in  good  health  about  25th  (D.  Corss,  Mr  Crow  den.  M.  J.  Ingham  el  at.). 

(North  America)  This  is  the  eighth  since  1976.  One  has  been  in 
September  but  all  the  rest  in  October.  Six  of  the  records  have  come  from 
Scilly.  ‘Nigel  the  Nighthawk'  made  the  popular  press  and  was  doubtless 
duly  grateful  for  his  star  treatment  and  assisted  flight  back  across  the 
Atlantic. 
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Chimney  Swift  Chaetura  pelagica  (0,  2,  1) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  4th  to  6th  November  (J.  A.  Wolstencroft  et  at.)',  same,  St  Martin’s,  7th  to  9th 
(J.  Poat  et  at.). 

(North  America)  The  only  other  record  concerns  two  together  at 
Porthgwarra,  Cornwall,  between  21st  and  27th  October  1982  (Brit  Birds 
78:  563;  79:  423-426). 

Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  (150,  212,  14) 

Cornwall  Bude,  9th  July  (M.  A.  Golley). 

Devon  Hartland  Point,  5th  May  (G.  Dabek,  R.  J.  Halsey);  presumed  same,  near  Ilfracombe, 
5th  (C.  F.  Johnson,  G.  M.  Tucker). 

Dorset  Portland,  24th  August  (G.  & Mrs  P.  Walbridge). 

Humberside  Kilnsea,  17th  June  (T.  M.  Clegg). 

Kent  Foreness,  13th  May  (S.  D.  W.  Mount). 

Northamptonshire  Stanford  Reservoir,  25th  May  (J.  Davey,  M.  J.  Townsend). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s  and  St  Agnes,  2nd  to  3rd  May  (P.  G.  Akers  et  al.).  St  Mary’s,  1st  July  (I.  B. 
Tarrant). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  20th  July  (Mr  & Mrs  L.  Lacey-Johnson,  K.  Murray  et  at). 
Wiltshire  Near  Caine,  28th  June  (Miss  I..  Cady,  N.  Pleass). 

1984  Dorset  Durlston,  16th  April  (R.  J.  H.  Murray  et  al.). 

1985  Devon  Berry'  Head,  11th  August  (Brit.  Birds  79:  559),  last  seen  19th  (per  D.  M. 
Norman). 

1985  Dorset  Durlston,  31st  August  (R.  J.  H.  Murray  et  al.). 

1985  Norfolk  Cromer  to  Cley  coast  and  Holme,  3rd  to  8th  April  (J.  Hampshire,  C.  Lucas,  B. 
Moore  et  al.)(Brit.  Birds  78:  plates  172-173,  erroneously  shown  as  in  March). 

(South  Eurasia,  Northwest  and  East  Africa)  Also  two  records,  of  four 
birds,  in  Ireland:  three  at  Ballyteigue  Bay,  Co.  Wexford,  on  22nd  June; 
and  one  at  Kilcoole,  Co.  Wicklow,  on  26thjuly.  The  Irish  record  quoted  in 
Brit.  Birds  79:  559  should  be  dated  1974,  and  not  1984.  An  about  average 
showing.  Records  have  been  annual  since  at  least  1958.  The  total  for  the 
already  record  year  of  1985  now  becomes  15. 

Little  Swift  Apus  qffinis  (0,  7,  0) 

1985  Fife  St  Andrews,  29th  May  (A.  C.  Wilson). 

(Africa,  Middle  East  and  South  Asia)  Five  out  of  the  total  of  seven  have 
been  since  1981,  with  records  in  May,  June,  August  and  November.  This 
is  the  first  for  Scotland. 

Belted  Kingfisher  Ceryle  alcyon  (1,  4,  0) 

(North  America)  None  in  Britain  or  Ireland,  but  the  one  at  Killaloe,  Co. 
Tipperary,  from  6th  February  to  8th  March  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  560)  was 
present  until  at  least  21st  March  (per  K.  Grace). 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  ( 1 54,  199,  17) 

Cornwall  The  Lizard,  20th  May  (A.  R.  Pay). 

Dorset  Portland,  two,  9th  May  (P.  Chandler,  J.  F.  Ryan,  G.  Walbridge  et  at.)',  another,  23rd 
(P.  Howlett  et  at). 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Kirkmahoe,  23rd  May  (Mrs  M.  Williams  et  at). 

Essex  Foulness  Island,  20th  September  (1).  A.  Bridges).  Bradwell,  juvenile,  21st  September 
(C.  Barton,  B.  O’Dowd,  G.  Smith  et  at.),  probably  same  as  Foulness  individual. 

Kent  Dungeness,  16th  May  (S.  P.  Clancy,  S.  Kolodziejcki,  M.  J.  Puxley  et  at.);  7th  June  (C.  R. 
Clark). 

Man,  Isle  of  Calf  of  Man,  6th  June  (C.  Davison,  D.  Walker). 

Norfolk  Holme,  three,  29th  June  (S.  Betts). 
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Somerset  Langport,  22nd  April  (J.  Garland,  G.  H.  E.  Young). 

Strathclyde  Lochgoilhead,  late  June  or  July  (R.  Kennedy  per  R.  A.  Broad). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  26th  May  (D.  R.  Bishop,  Dr  A.  M.  Hanby  el  at.). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  Two  in  Ireland: 
at  Great  Saltee,  Co.  Wexford,  on  4th  October;  and  at  Newport,  Co.  Mayo, 
on  11th  October.  Also  one  on  Jersey,  Channel  Islands,  on  30th  May. 
Another  good  showing,  but,  as  usual,  none  stayed  for  very  long. 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla  (40,  253,  13) 

Devon  Lundy,  13th  to  16th  October  (P.  Leonard  el  a/.)(fig.  6). 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  5th  July  (T.  Collins  el  at.). 

Kent  Foreness,  13th  September  (M.  S.  Fagg,  K.  G.  Holland).  Sandwich  Bay,  14th  September 
(D.  M.  Batchelor). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  3rd  to  5th  May  (A.  Greensmith  el  al.)\  26th  September  (N.  J.  Lever  el  at.); 
12th  to  3()th  October  (J-  N.  Dixon,  B.  E.  Wright  el  at.).  St  Agnes,  28th  September  to  at  least 
3rd  October  (A.  J.  Pierce  el  at.),  presumed  same  as  September  individual  on  St  Mary’s. 
Shetland  Fair  Isle,  5th  to  1 1th  May  (M.  G.  Pennington,  N.  J.  Riddiford,  A.  Whitaker  el  al.)\ 
3rd  to  15th  October  (C.J.  Nlackenzie-Grieve,  N.J.  Riddiford  el  at.);  17th  to  31st,  two,  20th  to 
24th  (J.  N.  Dymond,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.).  Out  Skerries,  25th  to  29th  May  (R.  Gall  el  at.). 
At  Sea  Sea  area  Humber,  Inner  Dowsing  Tower,  53°  20'N  0°  34'E,  about  15  km  from 
Mabiethorpe,  Lincolnshire,  16th  June  (M.  P.  Lee). 

1985  Fife  Isle  of  May,  8th  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  561),  observers  should  have  included  J.  M.  S. 
Arnott. 

(South  Eurasia,  North  and  East  Africa)  Also  one  in  Ireland:  at  Dursey 
Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  9th  October.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  is 
about  13  per  annum.  The  at-sea  record  has  not  been  counted  in  the' 
species  totals. 


Fig.  6.  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla , Devon,  October  1986  (from  colour  illustration  by 

Paul  Leonard) 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  (7,  87,  1) 

Derbyshire  Williamthorpe  Reservoir,  15th  November  (S.  Mann). 

(South  and  East  Eurasia,  and  Africa)  Records  have  been  annual  since 
1964,  with  up  to  13  recorded  (in  1977  and  1980),  but  also  with  a number  of 
years,  most  recently  1982,  producing  only  singles.  Four  have  previously 
been  seen  in  November,  but  most  have  been  in  spring. 
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276.  Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus,  Merseyside,  October  1984  (P.  Wheeler ) 

Cliff  Swallow  Hirundo  pyrrhonota  (0,  1 , 0) 

1983  Scilly  St  Agnes,  juvenile,  10th  October  (P.  Vautrinot  et  at.);  same,  St  Mary’s,  10th  to  at 
least  27th  (M.  J.  Crosby,  P.  Morrison  el  at.)  (Brit.  Birds  77:  plates  14-15). 

(North  America)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  new  to  the 
Western  Palearctic.  Full  details  will  be  published  in  due  course.  On  the 
evening  of  its  discovery,  it  performed  to  an  estimated  crowd  of  300 
admirers  as  it  fed  over  the  very  same  group  of  trees  on  St  Mary’s  Garrison 
which  had  played  host  to  Britain’s  first  Green  Warbler  Phylloscopus  nitidus 
only  a week  previously  (Brit.  Birds  78:  576). 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  (135,  -,  -) 

1980  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  29th  September  (S.  C.  Richardson);  16th  to  19th 
October  (K.  H.  Johnston,  S.  C.  Richardson). 

(West  Siberia  east  to  Mongolia  and  southeast  to  New  Zealand,  also 
Africa)  This  species  was  removed  from  the  list  of  species  considered  by 
the  Committee  at  the  end  of  1982. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  (1,  35,  3) 

Kent  Dungeness,  18th  October  (N.  R.  Davies  et  at.). 

Northumberland  Holy  Island,  14th  October  (A.  Cruikshanks). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  1st  November  (N.  J.  Riddiford). 

1985  Fife  Isle  of  May,  22nd  to  23rd  May,  trapped  22nd  (Brit.  Birds  79:  567),  observers  were  I. 
English,  P.  J.  Ewins  et  at. 

(Northeast  Russia  to  Central  and  East  Asia)  Records  have  now  been 
annual  since  1973,  with  an  average  of  about  three  per  year  during  the  past 
ten  years.  Most  records  have  been  between  mid  October  and  early 
November. 

Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  gustavi  (13,  15,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  10th  October  (1).  R.  Bird,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.). 
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(Northeast  Russia,  across  Siberia  to  Bering  Strait)  A typical  record  in 
both  location  and  date;  of  the  16  recorded  since  1958,  ten  have  been  on 
l air  Isle  between  8th  September  and  10th  October. 

Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus  (30,  157,  2) 

Cornwall  Reskajeage,  near  Portreath,  6th  to  10th  October  (1).  S.  Flumm  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  15th  to  22nd  October  (P.  Bawden,  R.  A.  Hargreaves,  R.  G.  Morton  el  al.). 

1984  Merseyside  Moreton,  16th  to  18th  October  (P.  Gutteridge,  Dr  P.  Wheeler  et  a/.)(plate 
276). 

1985  Kent  St  Margaret’s,  6th  June  (A.  J.  Greenland). 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Filey  Brigg,  12th  to  14th  June  (T.  L.  Hobson,  P.  M.  Scanlan  et  at.). 

(Arctic  Eurasia)  This  is  the  poorest  showing  since  the  single  record  of 
1974.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  about  eight  per  annum. 
The  lack  of  spring  records,  which  had  been  annual  since  1973,  is  also 
noteworthy. 

Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  cilreola  (2,  37,  3) 

Cornwall  Marazion,  juvenile,  27th  August  (J.  A.  F.yre,  M.  Shaw,  H Shorrock  et  at.). 
Norfolk  The  Barnet,  Blakeney,  juvenile,  26th  to  29th  September  (M.  Fiszer,  J.  P.  R.  Guest, 
E.  T.  Myers  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  10th  to  16th  September  (S.  J.  \1.  Gantlett,  K.  Osborn, 
1).  Suddaby  et  at.). 

1985  Lothian  Tyninghame,  juvenile,  31st  August  (D.  J.  Bales  et  al.). 

(Northeast  and  East  Russia,  West  Siberia,  and  West  and  Central  Asia) 
One  or  two  were  recorded  annually  from  1966  to  1984,  except  for  the  blank 
year  of  1977.  The  three  in  both  1985  and  1986  represent  new  peaks. 

Gray  Catbird  Dumetella  carolinensis  (0,  0,  1) 

(North  America)  The  first  for  Britain  and  Ireland  occurred  on  Cape 
Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  4th  November. 

Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia  (2,  64,  2) 

Fife  Isle  of  May,  trapped,  8th  May  (I.  Balfour  Paul,  J.  H.  B.  Munro.  G.  I-  Sandeman). 
Shetland  Fair  Isle,  20th  August  (D.  R.  Bird,  K.  Osborn,  S.  Thompson  et  at.). 

(Scandinavia,  East  Europe  and  W est  Asia)  The  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years  was  about  four  per  annum,  but  both  1980  and  1982  were 
complete  blanks. 

White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis  (0,  1,  0) 

1983  Man,  Isle  of  Calf  of  Man,  cf,  22nd  June  (J.  R.  Calladine,  A.  del  Nevo.  M.  W.  Watson). 

(Turkey  to  Iran)  The  first,  and  long  awaited,  record  for  Britain  and 
Ireland  fell  at  last  to  the  patient  watchers  on  the  Calf  of  Man.  Full  details 
will  be  published  in  due  course. 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  ( 1 , 88,  6) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  one  or  other  of  the  eastern  races  S.  t. 
maura  or  stejnegeii , colloquially  known  as  ‘Siberian  Stonechats',  were 
recorded  as  follows: 

Berkshire  Brimpton  Gravel-pits,  $ , 31st  October  to  2nd  November,  trapped  2nd  (N.  Cleere, 
G.  E.  Wilson  et  a/.)(plate  278). 

Dvfed  Strumble  Head,  9 or  immature,  12th  October  (N.  A.  Lethaby,  G.  H.  Rees  et  at.). 
Essex  Hanningfield  Reservoir,  first-winter  9.  6th  December  to  10th  January  1987,  possibly 
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277.  Siberian  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquala  mama 
or  stejnegeri,  Essex,  December  1986  (J.  Miller ) 


278.  Siberian  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 
maura  or  stejnegeri,  Berkshire,  November  1986 

(N.  Cleere) 

since  29th  September  (A.  J.  Kane,  J.  Miller,  L.  Steward  el  a/.)(plate  277). 

Kent  Dungeness,  9 or  immature,  12th  November  (S.  P.  Clancy,  K.  Reid). 

Man,  Isle  of  Calf  of  Man,  9 °r  immature,  1st  November  (C.  N.  Davison,  D.  Walker). 
Norfolk  Winterton  Dunes,  9 or  immature,  first  seen  9th  November  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  569) 
to  February  5th  (per  P.  R.  Allard).  Blakeney  Point,  9 or  immature,  12th  to  13th  October 
(G.  E.  Dunmore,  A.  Vittery  el  al.). 

1985  Humberside  Spurn,  9 or  immature,  22nd  October  (W.  Brooking,  S.  W.  Gale  el  al.). 
1985  Yorkshire,  North  Filey  Brigg,  9 or  immature,  18th  to  21st  October  (S.  Cochrane,  T. 
Rhodes,  H.  J.  Whitehead  el  al.). 

(White  Sea,  eastwards  across  Siberia,  East  Caucasus  and  Northern 
Iran)  A typical  series  of  records,  but  the  two  individuals  over-wintering,  in 
Essex  and  in  Norfolk  the  previous  year,  are  noteworthy. 


Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  (3,  9,  1) 

Kent  Reculver,  cf,  possibly  first-winter,  18th  to  19th  October  (W.  G.  Harvey,  C.  Hindle  el 
al.). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  South-central  Asia)  All  but  one  of  the  ten 
records  since  1958  have  been  in  the  past  eleven  years.  Most  have  been  in 
late  autumn  and  only  one  has  been  in  spring:  the  memorable  male  at 
Winterton,  Norfolk,  on  28th  May  1978. 


279.  Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis,  Derbyshire,  January  1987  (Sine  Young) 

280.  First-winter  male  American  Wigeon  Anas  americana,  Shetland,  September  1986  (Alan 

Roberts) 


281.  Gyrfalcon  Falco  nisticolus,  Co.  Wexford,  April  1986  ( Anthony  McGeehan ) 

282.  I engmalm’s  Owl  Aegolius  funereus,  Orkney,  May  1986  ( Elizabeth  Hibbert) 
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284.  Juvenile  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla,  Scilly,  October  1986  (P.  Wheeler) 

285.  First-winter  Least  Sandpiper  Calidris  minutilla  moulting  to  first-summer,  Cornwall,  April  1986 

(M.  R.  Whiteside) 
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Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica  (15,  24,  0) 

1984  Devon  Lundy,  CS\  3rd  June  (P.  de  Groot,  K.  A.  Mortimer). 

1985  Cornwall  Kelsey  Head,  cf,  28th  to  29th  May  (K.  Fisher,  D.  Webster). 

(Southern  Europe,  Northwest  Africa  and  Southwest  Asia,  also  Iran) 

Short-stayers  seem  to  be  the  rule  with  this  wheatear,  but  perhaps  this  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  are  overshooting  spring  migrants, 
whereas  Desert  Wheatear,  for  example,  occurs  more  regularly  in  autumn. 
From  one  to  three  have  been  recorded  each  year  since  1968,  except  for  the 
blank  years  of  1972,  1976,  1978,  1982  and  1986. 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  (11,  12,  1) 

Cumbria  South  Walney,  15th  to  21st  November  (G.  Agar,  T.  Dean,  I.  R.  Kinley  el  al.)  (Brit. 
Birds  80:  plates  47-48,  98,  286,  288). 

1985  Highland  Freswick,  C5\  from  26th  December  1984  to  at  least  12th  January  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  570),  also  13th  (M.  S.  Garner  et  al.). 

(North  Africa,  Northwest  Arabia  and  east  to  Mongolia)  There  were  only 
three  between  1971  and  1983,  but  there  have  now  been  records,  totalling 
four  birds,  for  three  years  running.  Most  have  been  in  late  autumn,  but 
this  is  the  first  for  Northwest  England. 


288.  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti,  Cumbria,  November  1986  (Brian  Unwin) 


Black  Wheatear  or  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucura/ 
O.  leucopyga  (4,  2,  0) 

None  in  Britain  or  Ireland,  but  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee  now 
considers  that  the  wheatear  at  Portnoo,  Co.  Donegal,  on  lOthJune  1964  is 
best  referred  to  under  this  heading. 


286.  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti,  Cumbria,  November  1986  (P.  Wheeler) 

287.  Juvenile  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus,  Scilly.  October  1986  (P.  Wheeler) 
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Rock  Thrush  Monticola  saxatilis  (6,  14,  1) 

Gwynedd  Llyn  Alaw,  Anglesey,  9>  4th  to  6th  June  (N.  Brown,  J.  Clark  et  at.). 

(Central  and  Southern  Eurasia)  There  were  only  three  between  1971 
and  1982,  but  now  six  have  been  recorded  in  the  subsequent  four  years. 
Most  have  been  in  spring,  and  another  has  been  recorded  in  Wales:  a male 
at  Ynyslas,  Dyfed,  on  21st  June  1981. 

White’s  Thrush  Zoothera  dauma  (29,  12,  0) 

1984  Devon  Salcombe,  12th  January  (Mr  & Mrs  A.  J.  J.  Dovilton). 

(Northern  and  Central  Siberia)  Of  the  12  since  1958,  five  have  been  in 
Shetland,  and  all  the  rest  have  been  brief-stayers,  often  in  the  lucky 
observers’  gardens! 

Siberian  Thrush  Zoothera  sibirica  ( 1 , 4,  0) 

(Central  Siberia  east  to  Japan)  None  in  Britain  or  Ireland,  but  it  should 
be  noted  here  that  the  one  in  Ireland  in  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  570)  was  an 
immature  female,  not  a male. 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Catharus  minimus  (1,  19,  10) 

Cornwall  Bosigran  Castle,  21st  October  (S.  Mann).  Cot  Valley,  23rd  to  25th  October  (N. 
Alford,  P.  Lauezzari  et  at.).  Porthgwarra,  26th  October  (B.  R.  Cox,  R.  Innes,  J.  Warne). 
Scilly  fresco,  at  least  two:  20th  October  (B.  Reed  et  at.);  probably  same,  nearby  locality,  20th 
to  23rd  (M.  S.  Kagg,  K.  G.  Holland,  P.  N.  Prior  et  at.);  another,  20th  (J.  B.  Good  et  at.).  St 
Mary’s,  at  least  four:  20lh  to  21st  October,  when  killed  by  cat  (K.  Hardy  et  at.);  22nd  October, 
when  drowned  on  shore,  specimen  retained  by  C.  R.  Janman  (P.  Davis,  N.  Green,  C.  R. 
Janman  et  at.);  22nd  to  25th  October  (S.  P.  Evans,  D.  Hovell,  P.  A.  St  Pierre  et  at.);  24th 
October  (D.  M.  Harris,  K.  G.  Holland,  A.  fate);  probably  same,  nearby  locality,  27th  to  at 
least  16th  November  (D.  J.  Odell,  M.  J.  Palmer,  P.  M.  Potts  et  r//.)(plate  289).  Bryher,  27th  to 
28th  October  (A.  H.  J.  Harrop,  I.  R.  Machin). 

(North  America  and  Northern  Siberia)  The  Rarities  Committee  would 
also  be  pleased  to  receive  details  of  another  two  reportedly  on  St  Agnes, 
Scilly,  during  this  period.  Despite  the  minimalist  approach  to  the 
counting  of  individuals  adopted  by  the  Committee,  this  represents  double 
289.  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Catharus  minimus,  St  Mary’s,  Scilly,  24th  October  1986  (J.  A.  Hazelt) 
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the  previously  unprecedented  influx  of  1976,  and  matches  the  record  for 
any  species  ol  American  landbird  in  Britain  and  Ireland:  the  ten  Blackpoll 
Warblers  Dendroica  striata  in  that  same  exceptional  year.  Interestingly, 
relatively  few  other  American  landbirds  arrived  with  this  influx  and  in 
particular  not  one  Swainson’s  Thrush  Catharus  ustulatus  was  found. 


Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  certhiola  (3,  5,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped,  ‘26th  September  (A.  Broome,  A.  Roberts,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  fl/.)(plates  290  & 291). 

(Western  Siberia  and  Central  Asia  to  Japan)  A Fair  Isle  speciality:  five 
ol  the  nine  records  have  been  there.  All  have  been  between  13th 
September  and  26th  October. 


290  & 291.  Pallas's  Grasshopper  Warbler 
Locustella  certhiola,  Shetland,  September 

1986  (Alan  Roberts ) 


Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata  (9,  27,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped.  8th  October  (D.  P.  Bell,  I.  Elder,  N.J.  Riddiford  et 
al.). 

(East  Eurasia  from  Central  Russia  to  North  Japan)  Fair  Isle  has  hosted 
22  of  the  28  records  since  1958.  All  but  two  have  fallen  between  14th 
September  and  14th  October. 

Aquatic  Warbler  Acrocephalus  paludicola  (47,  -,  -) 

1982  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  juvenile,  18th  to  23rd  September;  possibly  another. 
30th  (K.  M.  Johnston,  S.  C.  Richardson). 

(East  Europe  and  Urals)  This  species  was  dropped  from  the  list  of 
species  considered  by  the  Committee  at  the  end  of  1982.  This  late 
acceptance  takes  the  1982  total  to  16. 
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Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola  (2,  10,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  26th  September  to  1st  October,  trapped  26th  (D.  R.  Bird, 
J.  N.  Dymond,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.). 

(South  Russia  and  Asia)  Also  a late  record  from  Ireland:  an  adult 
trapped  at  North  Slob,  Co.  Wexford,  on  3rd  December  1984  died  on  4th, 
the  first  Irish  record.  The  wind  on  Fair  Isle  veered  southeast,  the  classic 
direction  for  migrants,  for  just  half  a day  during  the  whole  of  September 
1986;  and  on  that  day  this  Paddyfield  Warbler  and  a Pallas’s  Grasshopper 
Warbler  were  discovered  in  the  same  ditch. 

Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  (23,  117,  1) 

Orkney  North  Ronaldsay,  trapped,  11th  June  (M.  Gray,  Mr  & Mrs  H.  Swanney). 

1984  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  in  song,  17th  to  18th  May  (K.  M.  Johnston,  S.  C. 
Richardson). 

1985  Sussex,  East  Near  St  Leonard’s,  in  song,  20th  May  (K.  M.  Johnston). 

(Europe,  Southwest  and  East  Asia  and  North  Africa)  The  average  for 

the  previous  ten  years  was  about  four  per  year.  Apart  from  the  complete 
blank  of  1983,  this  is  thus  the  poorest  showing  since  1968. 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  (12,  143,  13) 

Cumbria  South  Walney,  cf,  trapped,  6th  June  (T.  Dean,  C.  Rose). 

Devon  Thurlestone,  Cf,  8th  to  11th  May  (H.  & MrsJ.  M.  Huggins). 

Dyfed  Skomer,  cf,  20th  May  (J.  Parker,  V.  Seabrook,  S.  J.  Sutcliffe  et  at.). 

Humberside  Spurn,  first-summer  9>  1 7th  to  25th  May,  trapped  17th  (J.  Hewitt,  B.  R. 
Spence,  J.  C.  Wardill  et  at.)  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  214). 

Kent  Margate,  cf,  13th  May  (D.  C.  Gilbert).  Dungeness,  cf,  28th  May  (M.  Bailey,  S. 
McMinn,  A.  YVillcox). 

Man,  Isle  of  Calf  of  Man,  first-summer  9,  trapped,  15th  June;  cf,  15th  to  16th  June,  trapped 
15th  (C.  Davison,  D.  YY^alker). 

Shedand  Unst,  d\  20th  May  to  2nd  June  (P.  D.  Bloor  et  at.).  Fair  Isle,  cf,  3rd  July  (K. 
Osborn,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.).  Dunrossness,  first-winter  cf,  23rd  September  (J.  N.  Darroch, 
Sir  R.  Erskine-Hill,  J.  N.  Dymond  et  at.). 

Suffolk  Landguard,  cf,  25th  September  to  2nd  October,  trapped  26th  (R.  & M.  J.  Beecroft, 
C.  P.  S.  Ruffles  et  at.). 

Tyne  8c  YVear  Finchate  Abbey,  cf,  11th  May  (Miss  K.  A.  YValker). 

1985  Dyfed  Skomer,  cf,  20th  April  to  8th  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  572),  again  18th  (P.  J. 
Benstead). 

1985  Shedand  Sumburgh,  9 or  first-winter,  23rd  to  24th  August  (M.  S.  Chapman). 

1985  Tyne  8c  YVear  YVhitburn,  9»  1 4th  May  (B.  Stewart). 

(South  Europe,  West  Turkey  and  Northwest  Africa)  Another  good  year; 
the  record  is  17  in  1985. 

Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala  (1,  12,  1) 

Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  cf,  6th  July  to  31st  August,  trapped  6th  July,  retrapped  late 
August  (J.  Halls,  I.  Hartley,  K.  YV.  YVinfield). 

1985  Scilly  St  Mary’s,  cf,  23rd  to  24th  October  (Brit.  Birds  79:  573),  additional  finder  was 
E.  T.  YVelland. 

(South  Europe,  Middle  East  and  North  Africa)  Interestingly,  there  has 
been  a previous  long-staying  male  at  Gibraltar  Point:  from  30th  June  to 
15th  September  1979.  This  is  the  first  time  that  a single  locality  has 
recorded  the  species  on  more  than  one  occasion.  Of  the  14  now  recorded, 
five  have  stayed  for  more  than  five  weeks,  but  most  have  proved  very 
skulking  and  difficult  to  observe. 
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Orphean  Warbler  Syliria  hortensis  (2,  3,  0) 

1981  Norfolk  Stiflkey,  17th  August  {Brit.  Birds  75:  522),  now  considered  not  acceptable  after 
review. 

(South  Europe,  east  to  Turkestan,  and  Northwest  Africa). 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides  (13,  119,  5) 

Cleveland  Locke  Park,  Redcar,  28th  to  30th  August  (D.J.  Britton,  \1.  Carter,  E.  G.  Clark  et 
at.). 

Humberside  Spurn,  first-winter,  26th  to  28th  August,  trapped  28th  (P.  I.  Holt,  M.  G.  Neal, 
B.  R.  Spence). 

Northumberland  Low  Hauxley,  first-winter,  28th  to  31st  August,  trapped  28th,  re-trapped 
30th,  31st  (}.  C.  Day,  I Fisher,  M.  Nattrass  et  at.). 

Suffolk  Lowestoft,  first-winter,  20th  to  22nd  September  (B.  J.  & T.  Nl.  Brown  et  at.). 

Tyne  & Wear  Prior’s  Park,  first-winter,  trapped,  27th  August  (M.  P.  Carruthers,  M.  Cubitt, 
L.  Hall  et  at.). 

1983  Highland  Aberfeldy,  in  song,  21st  May  to  25th  June  (Bril.  Birds  78:  576),  also  26th  (per 
R.  H.  Dennis). 

(Eurasia,  east  from  Northern  Germany)  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
four  of  the  five  recorded  turned  up  on  the  East  Coast  within  the  space  of 
three  days  in  late  August,  the  peak  time  for  this  species.  The  fifth 
individual,  however,  turned  up  nearly  a month  later  at  a time  more  often, 
but  not  exclusively,  associated  with  the  closely  related  Arctic  Warbler. 

Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis  (19,  127,  5) 

Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  first-winter,  20th  to  21st  September,  trapped  2()th  (I.  Hartley, 
A.  Peachey,  K.  W.  Winfield  et  at.).  Tetney,  first-winter,  26th  to  29th  September  (G.  P.  Galley. 
1.  G.  Shepherd  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  two,  30th  September  to  2nd  October  (P.J.  Grant,  P.  1.  Holt,  S.  D.  Housden 
et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  12th  to  18th  September  (A.  Banwell,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  a/.)(plate  292). 
292.  Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis , Shetland,  September  1986  (Alan  Roberts) 
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1985  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  3rd  September  (D.  R.  Bird);  another,  11th  (S.  J. 
Aspinall,  K.  B.  Shepherd  el  at.). 

(Northern  Fenno-Scandia  east  to  Alaska)  A .typical  series  of  records. 
They  have  been  annual  since  1964,  with  an  average  of  about  six  per 
annum  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus  (3,  343,  9) 

Humberside  Spurn,  2nd  to  3rd  November  (J-  Cudworth  el  at.). 

Man,  Isle  of  Port  Erin,  trapped,  20th  November  (Mr  & Mrs  B.  Karran). 

Norfolk  Waxham,  21st  November  (R.  Cobbold  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  15th  October  (P.  G.  Lansdown  et  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Balsdean,  6th  November  (M.  H.  Port,  J.  Reaney,  G.  A.  Sutton).  Beachy  Head, 
9th  to  10th  November  (R.  1).  M.  Edgar,  T.  W.  Parmenter). 

Sussex,  West  Climping,  1 1th  November  (A.  S.  Cook).  Church  Norton,  13th  November  (T.  , 
Edwards  et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  North  Eiley,  2nd  to  3rd  November,  trapped  2nd  (P.  J.  Dunn,  J.  Harwood  et  at.). 
1985  Humberside  Kilnsea,  24th  to  25th  October  (K.  Rotherham,  A.  Wrightson). 

1985  Norfolk  Happisburgh,  trapped,  22nd  October  (Mrs  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth). 

(Central,  East  and  Southeast  Asia)  A rather  late  year:  all  but  the  St 
Agnes  individual  were  in  November,  whereas  late  October  is  the  time  of 
the  normal  peak. 


Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi  (1,  49,  1) 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  8th  to  10th  October  (D.  & Mrs  J.  Bridges,  E.  G.  R.  Evans,  M.  V.  Henty, 
N.  A.  J.  Hudson  et  at.). 

(Central  and  East  Asia)  This  former  extreme  rarity  has  failed  to  appear 
in  only  two  years  since  1973.  St  Agnes  now  has  had  eight  records, 
narrowly  beating  Wells/Holkham,  Norfolk,  which  has  had  seven. 


Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus  (1,  47,  3) 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  first-winter,  2nd  to  3rd  November,  trapped  2nd  (B.  E.  & N.  Moore,  N. 
Odin  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped  14th  November  (M.  G.  Pennington,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et 
at.).  Kergord,  first-winter,  15th  to  21st  November,  trapped  18th  (D.  R.  Bird.J.  I).  Okill,  M.  G. 
Pennington  et  at.). 

1985  Cornwall  Cot  Valley,  13th  October  (A.  J.  Bundy). 

(Central  and  Northeast  to  Southeast  Asia)  Over  the  years,  the  total 
numbers  of  records  of  this  species  have  almost  exactly  matched  those  of 
Radde’s  Warbler,  although  this  species  does  tend  to  occur  slightly  later  in 
the  autumn,  as  these  records  demonstrate. 

Bonelli’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  bonelli  (3,  86,  5) 

Devon  Middle  Soar,  23rd  to  at  least  26th  August  (R.  Burridge,  P.  A.  Dukes  et  at.). 

Orkney  Holm,  first-winter,  26th  October  to  15th  November,  trapped  26th,  retrapped  14th 
(R.  G.  Adam,  E.  R.  Meek  et  at.). 

Scilly  Bryher,  first-winter,  10th  to  14th  October  (T.  M.J.  Doran,  I..  H.  & R.  Still  et  at.).  St 
Mary’s,  first-winter,  17th  October  to  at  least  1st  November  (G.  Cooper,  E.  G.  R.  Evans,  R.  E. 
Morton  et  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  adult,  trapped,  30th  September  (R.  H.  Charlwood  et  at.). 

(Central,  West  and  South  Europe,  Levant,  and  Northwest  Africa)  The 
Orkney  bird  was  surprisingly  late,  especially  for  one  so  far  north. 
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Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  minor  (32,  92,  1) 

Gwynedd  Near  Abersoch,  0\  17th  to  18th  October  (Mrs  Roberts);  same,  Aberdaron,  20th  to 
at  least  15th  November,  probably  since  19th  (A.  Davies,  E.  & M.  E.  L.  Nobles  el  at.)  {Bril.  Birds 
80:  plates  13-14). 

(South  and  East  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  This  bird  was  remarkably 
tame,  and  was  even  seen  feeding  on  a bird-table,  which  seems  most 
unusual  for  an  apparently  wild  shrike. 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  (101,  375,  21) 

Cornwall  Marazion,  2nd  June  (R.  Edwards).  The  Lizard,  juvenile,  12th  to  15th  August 
(H.  C.  Keay,  A.  R.  Pay).  Porthgwarra,  juvenile,  18th  August  (D.  S.  Flumm  el  at.). 

Cumbria  South  Walney,  20th  to  29th  May,  trapped  20th  (T.  Dean.  Mrs  J.  Robinson-Dean, 
D.  Satterthwaite). 

Devon  Prawle  Point,  9th  to  15th  May  (H.  Millar  el  at.).  Slapton  Ley,  24th  May  (R.  M. 
Belringer).  Bigbury,  31st  May  to  1st  June  (B.  P.  Bower). 

Dorset  Portland,  four:  30th  April  to  15th  May,  trapped  30th  (P.  Howlett  el  at.);  another,  at 
least  10th  May  (A.  G.  Clarke,  C.  1).  Head  el  at.);  29th  May  to  1st  June  (P.  Howlett,  1).  G.  Muir 
et  at.);  8th  to  1 1th  June  (P.  Howlett,  M.  Rogers,  G.  YValbridge  el  at.). 

Dyfed  Skokholm,  19th  May  (R.  Pownall,  R.  S.  Wolstenholme).  Skomer,  adult,  5th 
September  (S.  J.  Sutcliffe). 

Gwynedd  Trawsfynydd,  19th  May  (P.  Holland). 

Kent  ClifTe,  14th  to  16th  May  (K.  W.  Warwick). 

Scilly  St  Agnes  and  Gugh,  3rd  to  at  least  22nd  May  (CL  R.  Avery,  W.  R.  Tunnicliffe,  N.  E. 
Wall  el  at.).  St  Mary’s,  15th  to  23rd  May  (M.  Cross,  M.  J.  Rogers  el  at.). 

Strathclyde  Ailsa  Craig,  juvenile,  25th  to  26th  September,  trapped  25th  (H.  K.  Bradley,  B. 
Zonfrillo  el  at.)  (Bril.  Birds  79:  plate  347). 

Suffolk  Carlton  Colville,  1st  to  11th  June  (B.  J.  Brown,  N.  Muddeman,  M.  Parker  et  at.). 
Tunstall  Common,  7th  to  8th  June  (A.  Miller,  L.  Potter  el  at.). 

Surrey  Moorhouse,  near  Westerham,  adult,  killed  by  car,  8th  October  (E.  Fell). 

1982  Suffolk  Hollesley  Common,  22nd  to  23rd  May  (A.  Miller,  K.  Sherman  el  at.). 

1985  Scilly  Fresco,  juvenile,  9th  to  21st  October  (the  late  L.  A.  Fucker,  K.  E.  Yinicombe  el 
at.). 

(West,  Central  and  South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  North  Africa) 
The  year  1986  was  close  to  the  record  of  24  in  1968.  The  spring  series  of  at 
least  four  different  individuals  at  Portland  is  noteworthy.  Although 
reports  are  sometimes  received  of  spring  adults  apparently  resembling  the 
race  badius  (West  Mediterranean  islands  and  Northwest  Africa),  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  characters  of  this  race  are  not 
sufficiently  well  defined  to  distinguish  such  individuals  from  some 
individuals  of  the  nominate  race. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus  (160,  156,  7) 

Dyfed  St  David’s,  juvenile,  late  October  to  late  December,  when  probably  died  (Mr  & Mrs  B. 
Davies,  J.  W.  Donovan  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  juvenile,  1st  to  11th  October  (G.  L.  Gamage,  M.  Kennewell  et  «/.)(plate 
287). 

Shetland  Noss,  possibly  first-summer,  14th  to  18th  June  (P.  V.  Harvey,  D.  Suddaby).  East 
Burra,  first-summer,  23rd  to  28th  June  (G.  Megson  et  at.). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  Also  three  in  Ireland:  adult  at 
Greenacres,  Kesh,  Co.  Fermanagh,  on  3rd  August;  adult  at  Skerries,  Co. 
Dublin,  4th  to  11th  September  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plates  345-346;  80:  plates 
293  & 294);  and  juvenile  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  16th  to  20th 
September  and  1st  to  14th  October  (one  bird).  Some  typical  records: 
about  seven  per  year  has  been  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 
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V. 

293  & 294.  Adult  Rose-coloured  Starling  P 

Stumus  roseus,  Co.  Dublin,  September  1986  ^ 

(0.  O'Sullivan)  **  _ 


Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus  (1,  33,  2) 

Kent  Dungeness,  first-winter,  trapped,  7th  October  (S.  McMinn,  K.  Reid,  R.  Walters). 
Scillv  St  Asrnes,  first-winter,  19th  October  to  at  least  2nd  November  (P.  D.  Hyde,  |.  M. 
Randall  et  at.). 

(North  America)  These  were  the  second  for  Dungeness  and  the 
fifteenth  for  Scilly.  All  have  appeared  between  25th  September  and  18th 
October. 

Serin  Serinus  serinus  (76,  -) 

(West,  Central  and  Southern  Fairope,  Asia  Minor  and  Northwest 
Africa)  No  longer  considered  by  the  Committee,  a late  record  comes  from 
Ireland:  at  Galley  Head,  Co.  Cork,  on  2nd  October  1979. 
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295.  Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanm , 
Cleveland,  February  1986  (I).  J.  Britton) 
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Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanm 
(30,  109,  3) 

Cleveland  Redcar,  possibly  cf,  9th  to  27th 
February,  trapped  11th  (I.  Boustead,  D.  J. 
Britton,  E.  G.  Clark  et  at.) (plate  295). 
Highland  Loch  Hope,  Sutherland,  10th  to 
20th  April  (P.  Ball,  K.  B.  Shepherd  et  at.). 
Western  Isles  Stilligarry,  South  Cist,  9th 
December  (T.  J.  Dix). 

1984  Highland  Xlelvich,  Sutherland,  cf, 
trapped,  29th  September  (Dr  G.  C.  Critten- 
den). 

1984  Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  possibly 
first-winter,  15th  January  to  25th  February 
(G.  P.  Catley,  L.  G.  R.  Evans,  M.  Feather  et 
at.). 

1984  Norfolk  Titchwell,  12th  November 
(J.  B.  Kemp). 


1984  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  25:  ten,  19th  to  20th  October,  including  four  first-winter  cfcf, 
three  first-winter  99  trapped  19th;  two,  possibly  of  same,  21st,  one  22nd;  C f,  21st  to 
23rd;  age,  sex  indeterminate,  22nd;  another,  26th  to  27th;  first-winter,  probably  cf,  trapped, 
26th;  cf,  trapped,  and  three  others,  age,  sex,  indeterminate,  27th;  two,  age,  sex  indeterminate 
8th  November;  another  three,  including  cf,  probably  adult,  9th;  age,  sex  indeterminate,  13th 
to  17th;  probable  adult,  sex  indeterminate,  13th  to  19th  (P.  V.  Harvey,  K.  Osborn,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  at.).  West  Burra,  16th  to  18th  November,  two,  1 8th  (P.  M.  Ellis, J.  D.  Okill,  I).  J. 
Weaver  et  at.). 

1985  Humt>erside  Spurn,  first-winter  cf,  trapped,  died,  20th  November,  skin  retained  by 
J.  R.  Mather  (J.  Cudworth,  B.  R.  Spence). 

1985  Lothian  Near  Whiteadder  Reservoir,  2nd  to  19th  January  (A.  Brown,  P.  R.  Gordon  et 
at.). 

1985  Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  18th  February  to  10th  March  (R.  H.  Aberdien.  J.  T. 
Corcoran,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  et  at.);  at  least  three  others,  20th  to  24th  February  (J.  B.  Kemp  et 
at.);  possibly  six  or  seven  in  total,  19th  January  to  7th  April  (B.  Bland,  J.  B.  Kemp  et  at.). 
1985  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  4th  to  9th  May,  probably  same,  14th  (P.  V.  Harvey  , N.  J.  Riddiford 
et  at.);  first-summer  9>  25th  to  26th,  trapped  25th  (N.  J.  Riddiford). 

1985  Tyne  & Wear  Whitburn,  23rd  November  (W.  A.  Davidson,  J.  Dick). 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Knaresborough.  probably  9>  26th  to  27th  January  . 3rd  February 
(J.  R.  Mather,  I.  P.  F.  Owens,  P.  T.  Treloar). 

1985  Yorkshire,  South  Old  Denaby,  18th  February  to  9th  March  (N.  W.  Addev,  J.  Law  et 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  The  previous  best  year,  with  13,  was  1972,  so  the 
series  of  25  on  Fair  Isle  in  autumn  1984  is  unprecedented.  The  record  of 
one  at  Malin  Head,  Co.  Donegal,  on  21st  October  1961  is  now  considered 
unacceptable  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee. 


Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoptera  (40,  25,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  Cf,  trapped,  1st  September  (J.  Higgett,  N.J.  Riddiford.  C.  Yawdrey  et  at.) 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  348). 

1982  Yorkshire,  South  Holling  Dale  Plantation,  cf,  at  least  30th  October  (F.  R.  Cooper.  D. 
Hursthouse). 
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1985  Central  Region  Carron  Valley  Forest,  9>  14th  October  to  at  least  30th  March  1986 
(Bril.  Birds  79:  579),  also  31st  (per  P.  Bristow). 

1972  Shetland  Kergord,  cf,  6th  to  13th  July,  previously  accepted  (Brit.  Birds  66:  353),  now 
considered  not  acceptable  after  review. 

(Northwest  Europe,  North-central  Asia,  northern  North  America  and 
West  Indies)  The  fine  male  on  Fair  Isle  was  at  first  casually  reported  as  ‘a 
crossbill  , but  the  observatory  swiftly  emptied  when,  later,  equally  casual 
reference  was  made  to  its  two  white  wing-bars. 

Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus  (10,  217,  0) 

Norfolk  Wolferton,  three  cfcf,  three  99>  19th  to  26th  January  (A.  Bloomfield,  I).  Foster  el 
at.). 

Suffolk  Locality  withheld,  cf,  two  99  or  immatures,  at  least  8th  March  (D.  E.  Croxson);  cf, 
17th  (J.  M.  Cawston,  S.  Ling). 

(Northern  Europe,  from  Norway  east  to  Russia  and  south  to  Estonia) 
All  of  these  are  presumed  to  be  birds  from  previous  years.  The  Norfolk 
ones  were  probably  those  from  Holkham,  where  they  returned  in  February 

1986  (but  for  which  details  have  not  yet  been  received  by  the  Committee). 
The  record  of  five  at  Tory  Island,  Co.  Donegal,  on  15th  October  1968  is 
now  considered  unacceptable  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee. 

Northern  Parula  Panda  americana  (0,  10,  0) 

1982  Greater  Manchester  Wigan  Infirmary,  moribund,  2nd  November;  now  at  Liverpool 
Museum  (E.  King,  Mrs  S.  W’halley). 

(North  America)  The  first  inland  record,  and  the  second  to  be  found  in 
November. 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  Dendroica  coronata  (1,  14,  0) 

1985  Man,  Isle  of  Individual  shown  in  colour  last  year  (Brit.  Birds  79:  plate  284),  was  in  May, 
not  April. 

(North  America). 

Scarlet  Tanager  Piranga  olivacea  (0,  7,  0) 

(North  America)  Two  late  records  from  Ireland:  female  at  Copeland 
Bird  Observatory,  Co.  Down,  on  12th  October  1963,  previously  accepted 
only  as  an  unspecified  tanager;  and  first-winter  female  at  Firkeel,  Co. 
Cork,  12th  to  14th  October  1985. 

Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  rustica  (34,  149,  7) 

Devon  Lundy,  12th  to  about  15th  October  (T.  Barker,  P.  Leonard,  R.  S.  Slack  el  a/.)(fig.  7). 
Dorset  Portland,  cf,  30th  May  (D.  Walbridge). 

Grampian  Drums,  5th  October  (G.  M.  Cresswell,  W.  N.  Hughes). 

Northumberland  Holywell  Dene,  cf,  19th  April  (J.  R.  Todd,  K.  W.  York). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  7th  to  12th  October  (G.  Etherington,  I,.  G.  R.  Evans  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  cf,  19th  to  21st  June,  trapped  19th  (K.  Osborn,  N.J.  Riddiford  el  al.)\  21st 
to  22nd  October  (M.  G.  Pennington,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.). 

1985  Scilly  Tresco,  13th  October  (B.  R.  Cox,  P.  A.  J.  Morris,  N.J.  N.  Pope  el  at.). 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  9>  1 1th  to  12th  May  (P.  J.  Dunn,  H.  J.  Whitehead  el  ai). 

(Northeast  Europe  across  to  North  Asia)  Some  typical  records;  seven 
has  been  about  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  Irish  record  in  1985 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  581)  was  at  Loop  Head,  Co.  Clare  (not  Co.  Cork). 
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Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  (93,  274,  21) 

Avon  Lansdown,  near  Bath,  17th  October  (T.  H.  Smith). 

Cornwall  I he  Lizard,  4th  November  (B.  Cave). 

Essex  Landguard  Point,  first-winter,  trapped,  10th  October  (M.  C.  Marsh,  S.  Piotrowski). 
Gwynedd  Bardsey,  10th  February  to  26th  April,  trapped  12th  April  (S.  \V.  Anderson,  T. 
Collins,  J.  Strick  et  at.);  trapped,  13th  October  (T.  Collins,  D.  Okines). 

Highland  Longman  Rubbish  tip,  Inverness,  0\  15th  January  to  9th  February'  (S.  J.  Aspinall 
et  at.).  Locality  withheld,  near  Inverness,  different  cf,  9th  March  to  26th  Aprii,  possibly  since 
31st  January  (S.  J.  Aspinall  et  at.). 

Humberside  Spurn,  12th  to  13th  October,  trapped  13th  (T.  A.  F.de.  B.  R.  Spence,  C.  C. 
Straw  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  1 1th  to  14th  October  (J.  Edwards,  V.J.  Hanlon,  F.  A.  Wardman  et 
at.);  another,  2nd  November  (P.  Bawden  et  at.). 

Orkney  Kirkwall,  1 1th  May  (C.J.  Booth,  Mrs  N.  Hewison,  Mrs  I).  Lea).  Twingness,  North 
Ronaldsay,  24th  September  (C.  C.  McGuigan,  R.  J.  SafTord  et  at.);  probably  same, 
Stennabreck,  25th  to  28th,  trapped  25th  (S.  C.  & MrsJ.  A.  Entwisle-Baker,  C.  C.  McGuigan, 
l)r  K.  F.  Woodbridge  et  at.).  Antabreck,  North  Ronaldsay,  25th  to  at  least  27th  September 
(C.  C.  McGuigan,  K.  A.  Turner  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  two,  1 7th  October,  one  to  24th  (P.  I.  Holt  et  a/.)(plates  15-16);  probably  one 
of  same,  another  locality,  18th  (A.  J.  Prater,  Miss  S.  M.  Woodman).  St  Agnes,  25th  to  29th 
October  (S.  M.  C.  Stone,  I.  J.  Williams,  G.  Wills  et  al.),  probably  one  of  St  Mary’s  individuals. 
Shetland  Fair  Isle,  four:  first-winter,  8th  to  13th  September,  trapped  11th  (M.  G. 
Pennington,  N.  J.  Riddiford,  T.  Williams  et  at.)-,  5th  to  9th  October  (I).  R.  Bird,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  al.)\  21st  to  25th  (M.  G.  Pennington,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.);  22nd  to  24th  (1).  R. 
Bird  et  at.). 

Surrey  Pirbright  Common,  25lh  April  (J.  R.  Mullins). 

1985  Orkney  Torness,  24th  September  (Brit.  Birds  79:  582),  locality  is  on  North  Ronaldsay. 
1985  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  23rd  to  25th  September  (D.  Orr-Ewing,  I).  C.  Wege);  23rd  to  26th 
October,  additional  to  those  already  published  (Brit.  Birds  79:  582)  (P.  V.  Harvey,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  North  Asia)  Also  one  in  Ireland:  at  Galley 
Head,  Co.  Cork,  25th  to  28th  October.  An  about-average  year,  and  a 
typical  series  of  records,  with  a good  spread  around  the  country. 


Fig.  7.  Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  nistica.  Devon,  October  1986  (from  colour  illustration  fry  Paul 

Isonard) 
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Yellow-breasted  Bunting  Emberiza  aureola  (10,  113,  7) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  six  9$  or  immatures:  14th  to  16th  September  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  N.  J. 
Riddiford);  16th  (J.  Higginson,  N.  J.  Riddiford,  1).  Suddaby//  al.)\  21st  (D.  Suddaby  et  at.); 
23rd  to  27th  (G.  K.  Gordon,  P.  V.  Harvey,  D.  Suddaby  et  at.);  27th  to  28th  (G.  K.  Gordon, 
M.  G.  Pennington  et  at.);  5th  to  7th  October  (D.  R.  Bird,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.).  Virkie,  9 or 
immature,  21st  September  (C.  J.  Mackenzie-Grieve). 

1985  Orkney  Bridesness,  North  Ronaldsay,  juvenile  cf,  22nd  to  24th  September,  trapped 
22nd  (J.  J.  Sweeney  et  at.). 

1985  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  another,  7th  to  10th  October  (Brit.  Birds  79:  582),  was  7th  to  10th 
November. 

(Northeast  Europe  across  North  Asia)  The  Northern  Isles  consolidate 
their  near  monopoly  of  this  species,  and  Fair  Isle,  the  prime  site,  had  its 
best  year  since  the  record  seven  in  1980. 

Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala  (9,  55,  5) 

Essex  Colne  Point,  cf,  5th  to  9th  June  (Dr  S.  Cox  et  at.). 

Greater  London  Bromley-by-Bow,  cf,  24th  August  (L.  P.  Prenderville). 

Scilly  St  Agnes  cf,  13th  to  14th  June,  caught  and  released  14th  (F.  H.  D.  Hicks,  W.  H. 
WagstafF  et  at.). 

Shetland  Virkie,  cf,  at  least  23rd  to  29thjune  (D.  Coutts,  I.  Sandison).  Fair  Isle,  d",  3rd  July 
(W.  Murray,  K.  Osborn,  A.  Whittaker  et  at.). 

1984  Orkney  Westray,  cf,  14th  July  (Drs  A.  M.  & M.  L.  Westwater). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  It  seems  strange  that  almost  all 
records  are  of  males.  The  usual  escape  caveat  applies  to  all  these  records; 
the  St  Agnes  bird  had  acquired  some  blue  dye  on  its  tail  from  somewhere. 
The  Committee  would  still  be  grateful  to  receive  details  of  a male  at  Cley, 
Norfolk,  in  October  1984. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus  (0,  17,  1) 

Scilly  Tresco,  first-winter  cf,  10th  to  25th  October  (T.  Baker  et  at.). 

(North  America)  All  but  one  have  been  in  October.  This  is  the  seventh 
record  for  Scilly. 

Bobolink  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus  (0,  12,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  29th  September  to  2nd  October  (P.  V.  Harvey,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.). 

(North  America)  Singles  have  been  recorded  annually  since  1981.  The 
first  for  Fair  Isle  was  almost  overlooked  amongst  the  superficially  similar 
Yellow-breasted  Buntings.  Eight  of  the  previous  records  have  been  in 
Scilly. 


Appendix  1.  Category  D species  accepted  (see  Brit. 
Birds  64:  429) 


Chestnut  Bunting  Emberiza  rutila  (0,  2,  1 ) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-summer  cf,  15th  to  16th  June,  trapped  15th  (K.  Osborn,  N.  J. 
Riddiford,  A.  Whittaker  et  at.). 

1985  Fife  Isle  of  May,  first-year,  trapped,  1 1th  June  (K.  Brockie,  l)r  M.  P.  Harris  et  al.). 

(East  Asia)  All  three  records  have  been  of  males  on  Scottish  islands  in 
mid  June,  yet  the  species  is  apparently  not  uncommonly  imported  as  a 
cagebird. 
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Blue  Grosbeak  Guiraca  caerulea  (0,  2,  1) 

Gloucestershire  Newent,  caught  by  cat,  9th  May  (per  G.  R.  Avery,  Nl.  Smart). 

(North  America)  This  species  is  also  apparently  regularly  imported  as  a 
cagebird.  '1  he  records  are  not  yet  showing  any  pattern:  singles  have  been 
recorded  before  in  Shetland  in  August  1970  and  in  Inverness-shire  in 
March  1972. 


Appendix  2.  List  of  records  not  accepted 

1986 

White-billed  Diver  Foula,  Shetland,  18th  June.  Wandering  Albatross  Montrose  Basin, 
1 ayside,  2nd  December.  Albatross  South  Stack,  Anglesey,  Gwynedd,  27tn  July.  Manx 
Shearwater  yelkouan,  Whitburn,  Tyne  & Wear,  3rd  September.  Little  Shearwater  Troon, 
Strathclyde,  25th  May;  Barn’s  Ness,  Lothian,  Ibth  June;  Whitburn,  Tyne  & Wear,  8th 
September.  Little  Bittern  Snettisham,  Norfolk,  27th  February.  Great  White  Egret  Cley, 
Norfolk,  24th  June.  Black  Stork  Layton/Poulton-le-Fylde,  Lancashire,  31st  March.  Canada 
Goose  occidentals,  Cuckinere  Haven,  Fast  Sussex,  29th  October.  American  Wigeon 
Fhrapston  Gravel-pits,  Northamptonshire,  1st  to  5th  February.  Blue-winged  Teal  Welney, 
Norfolk,  1 2th  November.  Ring-necked  Duck  Stock’s  Reservoir,  Lancashire,  17th  August; 
Loe  Pool,  Cornwall,  22nd  December.  Steller’s  Eider  Bone  Point,  Barra,  Western  Isles,  16th 
October.  Common  Scoter  americana.  Holme,  Norfolk,  24th  August.  Black  Kite  Slapton  I,ey, 
Devon,  29th  April;  Bredon  Hill,  Hereford  & Worcester,  15th  May;  Whitburn,  Tyne  & Wear, 
19th  May;  Bressay,  Shetland,  29th  May;  Calderdale,  West  Yorkshire,  3rd  August; 
Worsborough  Reservoir,  South  Yorkshire,  17th  December.  Buzzard  imlpinus,  Prawle  Point, 
Devon,  two,  25th  September.  Lesser  Kestrel  Seaford  Head,  East  Sussex,  15th  April;  Burton 
Constable,  Humberside,  1st  May.  Red-footed  Falcon  Radipole,  Dorset,  1 7th  April; 
Carnoustie,  Tayside,  27th  August.  Lanner  Exminster  Marshes,  Devon,  16th  April. 
Gyrfalcon  Princetown,  Devon,  11th  January;  Balerno,  Lothian,  25th  January;  Loch  Spelve, 
Mull,  Strathclyde,  13th  June.  Crane  Newton  Stewart,  Dumfries  & Galloway,  1st  April; 
Whitburn,  Tyne  & Wear,  21st  April.  American  Golden  Plover  Balivanich.  Western  Isles, 
25th  January'.  Western  Sandpiper  Martin  Mere,  Lancashire,  9th  July,  4th  to  5th  August. 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  Pegwell  Bay,  Kent,  10th  March;  Cramond,  Lothian,  7th 
September.  Great  Snipe  Baglan  Bay,  West  Glamorgan,  3rd  January  ; Wells.  Norfolk.  21st 
February  ; Broadway,  Hereford  & W orcester,  17th  March.  Dowitcher  Cleethorpes.  Lincoln- 
shire, 13th  September.  Marsh  Sandpiper  Cuckmere  Haven,  East  Sussex,  2nd  August; 
Fremington,  Devon,  10th  October.  Terek  Sandpiper  Pagham  Harbour,  West  Sussex,  24th 
August;  Clevedon,  Avon,  18th  September.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  Aberlady  Bay,  Lothian,  14th 
June.  Laughing  Gull  Felixstowe,  Suffolk,  3rd  January;  Lymington  River,  Hampshire.  27th 
January . Bonaparte’s  Gull  Aberdare,  Mid  Glamorgan,  8th  May;  Pennington  Flash,  Greater 
Manchester,  22nd  November.  Slender-billed  Gull  Christchurch  Harbour,  Dorset,  3rd 
January;  Cuerdley  Marshes,  Cheshire,  3rd  June.  Ring-billed  Gull  Cosmeston  Lakes 
Country  Park,  South  Glamorgan,  8th  January;  Beddmenarch  Bay,  Anglesey  , Gwy  nedd.  24th 
January;  Stoke  Orchard,  Gloucestershire,  7th  February;  Great  Sankey,  Cheshire,  22nd 
February;  Menai  Bridge  area,  Gwynedd,  31st  March;  Cuckmere  Haven,  East  Sussex,  15th 
April;  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed,  21st  April;  Hayle,  Cornwall,  16th  May;  Sand  Point  and  Weston- 
super-Mare,  Avon,  15th  and  26th  June;  Cemlyn  Bay,  Anglesey,  Gwy  nedd,  24th  June; 
Sealorth,  Merseyside.  11th  October;  Bridgend,  Islay,  Strathclyde,  13th  October;  Pegwell 
Bay,  Kent,  7th  November.  Gull-billed  Tern  Selsey  Bill.  West  Sussex,  1 1th  May;  Skidbrook 
and  Donna  Nook,  Lincolnshire,  24th  June;  Hauxley,  Northumberland.  14th  September. 
Caspian  Tern  Fhrapston  Gravel-pits,  Northamptonshire,  3rd  May.  Aleutian  Tern  Hickling, 
Norfolk,  22nd  to  24th  June.  Forster’s  Tern  Whitburn,  Tyne  & Wear,  13th  July;  Cley, 
Norfolk,  23rd  October.  Whiskered  Tern  Whitburn.  Tyne  & Wear,  two,  3rd  August.  Scops 
Owl  Crosby,  Merseyside,  18th  to  21st  April  Blue-cheeked  Bee-eater  I.ooe,  Cornwall,  17th 
May.  Short-toed  Lark  West  High  Down,  Isle  of  Wight,  24th  May;  Titchwell,  Norfolk,  1 2th 
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August;  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  27th  September.  Olive-backed  Pipit  Saltash,  Cornwall,  24th 
December.  Red-throated  Pipit  Portland,  Dorset,  17th  April;  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  6th 
November.  Citrine  Wagtail  Sumburgh  Head  and  Pool  of  Virkie,  Shetland,  two,  21st 
September.  Alpine  Accentor  Seaford  Head,  East  Sussex,  two,  15th  April;  St  Mary’s,  Scilly, 
13th  October.  Stonechat  maura/ stejnegeri,  Farlington  Marsh,  Hampshire,  25th  March.  Pied 
Stonechat  Horsey,  Norfolk,  15th  October.  Black-eared  Wheatear  Prawle  Point,  Devon,  25th 
September.  Black  Wheatear  Bracknell,  Berkshire,  21st  January'.  Rock  Thrush  Croggan, 
Mull,  Strathclyde,  15th  to  19th  June.  White’s  Thrush  Richmond-upon-Thames,  Greater 
London,  7th  July.  Veery  Boscastle,  Cornwall,  24th  October.  Eye-browed  Thrush 
Edinburgh,  Lothian,  26th  January.  Lanceolated  Warbler  Fresco,  Scilly,  16th  September. 
Great  Reed  Warbler  North  Cotes,  Lincolnshire,  3 1st  July;  Pagham  Harbour,  West  Sussex, 
2nd  October.  Booted  Warbler  Tresco,  Scilly,  14th  September.  Spectacled  Warbler  Cot 
Valley,  Cornwall,  28th,  31st  August.  Subalpine  Warbler  Ashtead,  Surrey,  two,  14th 
September.  Greenish  Warbler  Felixstowe,  Suffolk,  23rd  August;  Wick  River,  Highland,  13th 
September.  Pallas’s  Warbler  Harbertonford,  Devon,  20th  January;  Oil  Platform  Forties 
Delta,  North  Sea,  26th  September.  Dusky  Warbler  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Powys,  28th  May.  # 
Bonelli’s  Warbler  Salcombe,  Devon,  4th  May.  Collared  Flycatcher  Aberporth,  Dyfed,  24th 
April.  Isabelline  Shrike  Hookwood  Surrey/West  Sussex,  21st  September.  Nutcracker 
Bearshank  Wood,  Northamptonshire,  26th  February;  Newmarket  Heath,  Suffolk,  14th 
December.  Rose-coloured  Starling  Chapel-en-le-Frith,  Derbyshire,  15th  February;  Belvide 
Reservoir,  Staffordshire,  26th  May.  Philadelphia  Vireo  Hastings,  East  Sussex,  31st  August. 
Arctic  Redpoll  Beddington  Park,  Greater  London,  19th  February;  Burnham  Norton, 
Norfolk,  two,  1st  March;  Castlebay,  Barra,  Western  Isles,  22nd  October;  North  Gunton, 
Suffolk,  2nd  November.  Parrot  Crossbill  Bearshank  Wood,  Northamptonshire,  26th 
February.  Trumpeter  Finch  Titsey,  Surrey,  January.  Pine  Grosbeak  Chipping  Camden, 
Gloucestershire,  7th  March.  Song  Sparrow  Libberton,  Strathclyde,  18th  July.  White- 
throated  Sparrow  Wirswall,  Cheshire,  20th  July.  Little  Bunting  Little  Paxton,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, 22nd  March;  Charmoulh,  Dorset,  12th  April;  Harrold  Country  Park,  Bedford- 
shire, 3rd  May;  Kinneil  Kerse,  Central  Region,  three,  27th  September;  Fair  Isle,  Shetland, 
11th  October;  Powderham,  Devon,  12th  October;  St  Abb’s  Head,  Borders,  18th  October;  St 
Mary’s,  Scilly,  20th  October.  Black-headed  Bunting  Buttermere,  Cumbria,  4th  July; 
Seaford,  East  Sussex,  4th  October. 

1985 

Surf  Scoter  St  Andrew’s,  Fife,  9>  8th  January.  Black  Kite  Llandudno,  Gwynedd,  12th 
August.  Red-footed  Falcon  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  Somerset,  5th  July;  Lerwick, 
Shetland,  12th  July.  Eleonora’s  Falcon  Whiteness,  Shetland,  20th  August.  Gyrfalcon 
Stanpit  Marsh,  Dorset,  27th  March;  Spynie  Loch,  Grampian,  18th  December.  Crane 
Rutland  Water,  Leicestershire,  two,  5th  May.  White-rumped  Sandpiper  Severn  Beach, 
Avon,  17th  November.  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Breydon  Water,  Norfolk,  third  individual, 
17th  May.  Great  Snipe  St  Mary’s,  Scilly,  28th  to  29th  October.  Short-billed  Dowitcher 
Alton  Water,  Suffolk,  27th  October  to  1st  November.  Laughing  Gull  Potteric  Carr,  South 
Yorkshire,  14th  August;  Gatewarth  tip,  Cheshire,  21st  December.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  Eormby. 
Lancashire,  10th  August.  Slender-billed  Gull  Carmel  Head,  Gwynedd,  31st  August.  Ring- 
billed Gull  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  Somerset,  10th  January;  another,  19th  January; 
Lerwick,  Shetland,  19th  February;  Tingwall  Valley,  Shetland,  16th  May;  Roath  Park  Lake, 
South  Glamorgan,  17th  December.  Ross’s  Gull  Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon,  3rd  March.  Royal 
Tern  Tonfanau,  Gwynedd,  15th  September.  White-winged  Black  Tern  Eairburn  Ings, 
North/West  Yorkshire,  18th  August.  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  New  Haw,  Surrey,  11th 
October.  Bee-eater  Mansfield,  Nottinghamshire,  15th  July.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Prawle 
Point,  Devon,  5th  October.  Red-throated  Pipit  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  19th  May;  Nacton 
Fen,  Lincolnshire,  27th  May;  Havergate,  Suffolk,  1 1th  to  15th  September.  Greenish  Warbler 
Hengistbury  Head,  Dorset,  second  individual,  8th  October;  Saltfleetby- I heddlethorpe, 
Lincolnshire,  30th  October.  Pallas’s  Warbler  Foreness,  Kent,  30th  September.  Bonelli’s 
Warbler  St  Leonards’s,  East  Sussex,  1 1th  August.  Isabelline  Shrike  Portland,  Dorset,  25th 
July.  Woodchat  Shrike  Cambridge,  Cambridgeshire,  14th  June.  Arctic  Redpoll  Knaresbor- 
ough,  North  Yorkshire,  25th  April;  Spurn,  Humberside,  20th  to  21st  November;  21st  to  22nd 
November;  21st  to  27th  November.  Little  Bunting  Porthgwarra,  Cornwall,  5th  October; 
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Hengistbury  Head,  Dorset,  14th  October;  Southfield  Reservoir,  South  Yorkshire,  23rd 
November;  New  Hythe,  Kent,  31st  December. 


1984 

Night  Heron  Cardigan  Wharf,  Dyfed,  two,  15th  August.  Great  Snipe  Fair  Isle,  Shetland, 
21st  May;  second  individual,  24th  September.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  Gosmeston  Lakes 
Country  Park,  South  Glamorgan,  11th  November.  Solitary  Sandpiper  Sutton  Bingham 
Reservoir,  Somerset,  5lh  October.  Franklin’s  Gull  Martin  Mere,  Lancashire,  10th  February. 
Ring-billed  Gull  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  Somerset,  20th  March;  25th  and  30th 
November.  Gull-billed  Tern  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  31st  July.  Roller  Ingoldsby, 
Lincolnshire,  14th  June.  Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  18th 
September.  Olivaceous  Warbler  Slapton  Ley,  Devon,  6th  October.  Booted  Warbler 
Landguard,  Suffolk,  1st  to  2nd  October.  Arctic  Redpoll  Quendale,  Shetland,  4th  November; 
Hunstanton,  Norfolk,  7th  November;  Holkham  Meals,  Norfolk,  9th  November;  Holy  Island, 
Northumberland,  10th  November;  Scousburgh,  Shetland,  15th  November.  Two-barred 
Crossbill  Wyre  Forest,  Hereford  & Worcester,  31st  March.  Little  Bunting  Porthgwarra, 
Cornwall,  14th  October. 

1983 

Black  Stork  Benfleet  Marsh,  Essex,  23rd  May.  Bee-eater  Thetford,  Norfolk,  15th  May. 
Thrush  Nightingale  Bamburgh,  Northumberland,  27th  May.  White’s  Thrush  Canterbury, 
Kent,  11th  November.  Great  Reed  Warbler  Marshside,  Merseyside,  25th  Mav  Pallas’s 
Warbler  Kirkham,  Lancashire,  29th  April.  Parrot  Crossbill  Tulloch,  Highland,  three.  1 1th 
April.  Northern  Oriole  Thetford,  Norfolk,  18th  May. 


1982 

Pied-billed  Grebe  Longtovvn,  Cumbria,  18th  September.  Baird's  Sandpiper  Castle  Howard 
Lake,  North  Yorkshire,  15th  May.  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Balranald,  Western  Isles,  18th 
September.  Great  Snipe  Thrapston  Gravel-pits,  Northamptonshire,  5th  to  11th  April. 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  Ynys-hir,  Dyfed,  21st  November.  Pallas’s  Warbler  Prior's  Park,  1 yne  & 
Wear,  13th  October.  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Parcel,  Cambridgeshire,  16th  May.  Two-barred 
Crossbill  Bovington  Camp,  Dorset,  20th  June. 


1981 

American  Wigeon  Gibraltar  Point,  Lincolnshire,  11th  to  16th  May. 


1980 

Sociable  Plover  Worlington,  Suffolk,  16th  to  22nd  May.  Red-throated  Pipit  Holme. 
Norfolk,  28th  October.  Bonelli's  Warbler  Weybourne,  Norfolk.  2nd  September.  Two- 
barred  Crossbill  Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire,  26th  January;  Haldon,  Devon,  17th 
February. 


1979 

Gull-billed  Tern  Saundersfoot,  Dyfed,  27th  August.  Two-barred  Crossbill  Clatteringshaws 
Loch,  Dumfries  & Galloway,  10th  February;  Thirlmere,  Cumbria,  10th  August;  Canterbury. 
Kent,  16th  December;  Henley,  West  Sussex,  26th  December. 


1961 

Arctic  Redpoll  Warrington.  Cheshire  (formerly  Lancashire),  three  or  four,  18th  November. 

M.  J.  Rogers . Bag  End , Churchtown,  Towednack , Cornwall  TR26  3AZ 


Product  reports 


Items  included  in  this  feature  have  been  submitted  by  the  manufacturers  or  their  agents.  The 
reviews  are  the  personal  opinions  of  the  reviewers;  they  are  not  the  result  of  technical  tests,  but 
are  assessments  made  after  use  in  the  appropriate  conditions  (e.g.  in  the  field).  Neither  British 
Birds  nor  the  individual  reviewers  can  accept  responsibility  for  any  adverse  consequences  of 
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be  helpful  both  to  our  readers  and  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  goods  used  by  birdwatchers.  Eds 

Mitylite  Submersible  Torch 

This  is  a well-designed,  robust  and  remarkably  powerful  pen-sized  torch 
which  is  much  better  value  than  one  might  at  first  expect  (it  costs  £1 1.95). 
With  its  supplementary  night-vision  red  lens,  it  is  powerful  enough  for 
mammal-watching  and  could  be  a handy  item  for  many  naturalists  at  all  • 
times.  The  Mitylite  is  completely  waterproof.  Manufactured  by  Pelican 
Products  Inc.,  it  is  distributed  in  the  UK  by  Bridgedale  Ltd,  Samuel  Street, 
Leicester  LEI  1RU,  and  is  available  from  specialist  outdoor  shops. 

Mark  Boyd 

[If  any  reader  would  like  further  details  of  this  product,  please  send  a SAE  to  Sandra  Barnes, 
BB  Advertising,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ.] 
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‘Sirs, — Mr.  Bunyard,  in  reply  to  my  request  for  information  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
bases  his  opinion  that  the  Hobby  and  Grasshopper- Warbler  are  sporadic  in  their  nesting- 
habits,  studiously  avoids  any  attempt  to  substantiate  his  assertions  by  facts.’  (Brit.  Birds  6:  196, 
November  1912) 
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Kestrel  taking  small  tortoiseshell  butterflies  On  14th 

September  1982,  at  Thrybergh  Reservoir,  near 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire,  I watched  an  immature 
male  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  catching  small  tor- 
toiseshells Aglais  urticae.  Using  a wooden  fence  as  a 
perch,  the  falcon  would  glide  down  over  the  grassland 
bordering  the  reservoir  and,  with  its  feet,  take  one  of  the 
butterflies  from  a flower-head;  it  then  either  ate  the 
insect  in  flight  or  took  the  butterfly  back  to  its  perch. 

The  Kestrel  repeated  this  behaviour  several  times.  BUT 
vol.  2 lists  larval  and  adult  moths  as  prey  items  of  the  Kestrel,  but  not 
butterflies.  Small  tortoiseshells  were  particularly  abundant  during  the 
summer  of  1982.  S.  J.  Hayhow 

42  Middlejield  Road,  Grange  Estate , Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire  S60 3JJ 
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Coot  feeding  on  Black-headed  Gull  droppings  Previous  notes  on  Coots 
bulica  atra  and  other  birds  eating  goose-droppings  and  gull-droppings  (Brit. 
Birds  73:  410;  76:  410-411)  prompt  the  following.  At  15.00  gmt  on  8th 
March  1984,  at  Col  wick  Country  Park,  Nottinghamshire,  while  observing  a 
small  group  of  Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus  loafing  on  boulders  in 
the  lake,  I saw  a Coot  climb  up  a boulder,  move  among  the  gulls  and  pick  up 
items.  At  first,  I could  not  make  out  what  it  was  taking,  but,  as  it  walked  on 
to  an  adjacent  boulder  with  a gentle  slope  facing  me.  I noted  that  it  was 
picking  up  and  eating  gull-droppings.  After  finishing  all  the  available 
droppings,  it  scraped  the  side  of  its  bill  on  the  boulder  to  remove  the 
remaining  deposit,  slid  back  into  the  water  and  commenced  scraping  the 
algae  of!  the  side  of  the  rock.  A.  S.  Boot 

38  Balmoral  Road , Colwick.  Nottingham  NG4  2GD 

Whimbrel  apparently  wing-oiling  On  29th  August  1983,  at  Cheddar 
Reservoir,  Somerset,  we  observed  the  following  behaviour  by  a Whimbrel 
Numenius  phaeopus.  On  three  or  four  occasions,  w hile  preening,  the  wader 
stood  horizontally,  its  head  held  close  to  its  body,  almost  hunched  , dropped 
its  wings  slightly,  exposing  the  rump  and  tail,  and  proceeded  to  rub  the 
sides  of  the  base  of  its  tail  deliberately  and  continuously  with  its  inner 
primaries  for  20-30  seconds  at  a time.  It  moved  its  wings  forwards  and 
backwards,  recalling  the  movements  of  two  bicycle  pedals,  but  through  a 
shallow  horizontal  oval  rather  than  a vertical  circle;  the  feathers  of  the 
lower  rump  were  slightly  raised  (fig.  1).  Stopping  only  to  preen  again,  the 
Whimbrel  appeared  to  rub  the  sides  of  its  bill  noton  the  oil  gland,  but  on  the 
sides  of  the  tail  base.  Nigei.  Tucker  and  the  late  Laurel  A.  Fucker 

1st  Floor , Arvalee,  Clifton  Down  Road.  Bristol  BS84AH 


Fig.  1 . Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus  apparently  wing-oiling,  Somerset.  August  1983  (Laurel  A. 

Tucker ) 

Wing-oiling  by  birds  Although  I have  briefly  described  it  in  two  dic- 
tionary articles  (Simmons  1964.  1985),  the  wing-oiling  behaviour  of  birds, 
and  of  non-passerines  in  particular,  seems  to  have  been  rather  neglected  by 
ornithologists  and  ethologists.  There  are  two  main  types:  (1)  the  bird 
obtains  oil  from  the  preen-gland  with  its  bill  and  transfers  it  to  the  wings 
indirectly,  and  (2)  it  rubs  the  wing-tips  directly  against  the  gland  or  (in 
those  species  that  have  one)  the  oily,  wick-like  tuft  of  feathers  that  surround 
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it.  In  some  cases,  oil  is  also  indirectly  transferred  to  the  wings  by  the  head, 
either  after  the  bird  has  rubbed  the  head  itself  on  the  gland  or  after  the  head 
has  been  oiled  by  the  foot  after  scratching  the  bill  (as  with  passerines)  or  has 
contacted  other  already  oiled  parts  of  the  plumage. 

All  birds  that  possess  a functional  preen-gland  do  a certain  amount  of 
indirect  wing-oiling  during  the  drying/oiling/preening  sessions  which 
usually  follow  a routine  bathe.  There  are,  however,  certain  specialised 
procedures  employed  at  times  to  apply  the  oil  to  the  primaries  of  the  wings, 
especially  during  feather-care  sessions  that  follow  what  I have  called  a 
"thorough  bathe’  (Simmons  1977,  1985),  in  which  the  bird  has  given  itselfa 
really  good  wetting.  Thus,  passerines  (for  example,  the  Starling  Stumus 
vulgaris)  adopt  an  anting-like  posture,  extending  one  wing  at  a time  after 
getting  oil  with  the  bill  and  passing  the  bill  rapidly  and  repeatedly  down  the 
wing-feathers  from  base  to  tip,  sometimes  also  using  the  already  oiled  head.  • 
The  same  behaviour  is  used  initially  (without  oil)  to  dry  the  wing  soon  after 
the  bathe  when  the  bird  has  flown  to  a perch  and  done  some  preliminary 
shaking  to  dispel  the  water. 

Among  non-passerines,  the  Brown  Booby  Sula  leucogaster , a species  I have 
studied  intensively  on  Ascension  Island,  also  indirectly  oils  one  wing  at  a 
time,  but  in  a quite  different  manner.  It  (1)  raises  and  extends  the  humerus, 
thus  pushing  the  carpus  of  the  folded  wing  away  from  its  body,  and  tucks 
the  primary  tip  inwards  so  that  it  crosses  the  back  just  by  the  preen-gland. 
W ith  the  wing  thus  positioned,  the  bird  (2)  gets  oil  (nibbling  the  nipple  of 
the  gland  itself,  with  repeated  tiny  bites  of  the  tips  of  the  mandibles,  and 
then  characteristically  pushing  the  closed  bill  across  it  and  the  tuft  of 
feathers  around  it)  and  (3)  repeatedly  draws  the  individual  wing-feathers 
through  the  oily  bill,  working  from  base  to  tip,  sometimes  also  nibbling 
them.  Unlike  most  passerines,  the  booby’s  wing-oiling  comes  late  in  the 
post-bathing  sequence  of  feathercare  and  there  may  be  a second  "dry’  spell 
of  wing-oiling  much  later  (though  here  it  is  possible  that  the  bird  makes  use 
of  the  salt-solution,  excreted  from  the  glands  in  the  head  via  the  bill,  to 
facilitate  the  distribution  of  the  oil). 


Fig.  1.  Oystercatcher  Haematopus  oslralegus  wing-oiling,  drawn  from  BBC  video-recording, 
right-hand  posture  approximately  'A  second  after  left-hand  position  ( Robin  Prytherch) 
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I here  seems  little  doubt  that  the  \\  himbrel  Numenius  phaeopus  observ  ed 
by  1 ucker  &.  1 ticker  (1987;  see  above)  was  indeed  wing-oiling.  On  4th 
November  1984,  just  before  their  note  was  circulated  to  the  Behaviour 
Notes  Panel,  I chanced  to  see  a film  sequence  on  the  BBC  television 
programme  Bird  Watch  of  an  Oystercatcher  Haemalopus  ostralegus  directly 
oiling  its  wings  in  a similar  manner  at  Starcross  on  the  Exe  Estuary,  Devon, 
in  October  of  the  same  year.  1 his  bird  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
illustrations  by  Robin  Prytherch  from  the  video  recording  of  the  event  (fig. 
1).  He  points  out  that  the  drawings  (left  to  right)  illustrate  two  phases  of  the 
posture,  about  one-quarter  of  a second  apart,  as  the  bird  repeatedly  shuffles 
its  wings  out  one  after  the  other  and  rubs  each  wing-tip  in  turn  across  the 
area  of  the  preen-gland. 

I was  struck  at  the  time  that  the  behaviour  of  this  Oystercatcher  was 
similar  to  the  wing-oiling  that  1 have  seen  frequently  from  Great  Crested 
Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus  and  described  briefly  elsewhere  (Simmons  1977): 
'though  most  parts  of  the  wing  are  oiled  with  the  bill  or  head,  the  tips  of  the 
primaries  are  at  times  treated — usually  only  after  a thorough  bathe — by 
being  repeatedly  rubbed  alternately  on  the  preen-gland  direct  with  slow, 
deliberate  wing-twitching  movements  which  continue  throughout  the  suc- 
ceeding bout  of  preening.’ 

I he  technique  used  by  the  grebe  and  the  two  waders  seems  to  me  dearly 
analagous  to  that  used  by  the  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos  and  many  other 
waterfowl  (Anatidae)  during  bouts  of  oiling  and  preening  and  termed 
‘wing-shuffle  and  tail-fan’  by  McKinney  (1965).  He  was  uncertain, 
however,  of  the  precise  function  of  the  behaviour,  but  thought  it  served 
mainly  to  dry  the  feathers  after  the  ‘energetic  bathes’  that  always  precede  it. 

It  seems  likely,  therefore,  that  all  these  cases  of  specialised  direct  wing- 
oiling,  like  the  indirect  method  of  passerines,  serve  both  to  oil  and  to  dry  the 
wings.  K.  E.  L.  Simmons 

66  Romwav  Road.  Leicester  LE55SB 
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Gulls  feeding  near  humpback  whale  On  23rd  July  1982.  in  arctic 
Norway,  I was  driving  alongside  Kafjord  when  I noticed  a large  flock  of 
gulls  on  the  water.  These  included  Great  Black-backed  Larus  marinus , 
Lesser  Black-backed  L.Juscus.  Herring  L.  argentatus  and  Common  Gulls  L. 
canus  and  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla . Herring  Gulls  being  the  most 
numerous.  Also  on  the  water  near  the  gulls  were  Razorbills  Alca  torda  and 
Guillemots  Una  aalge.  As  I was  concentrating  on  photography,  it  was  some 
minutes  before  I noticed  a humpback  whale  Megaptera  novaeangtiae 
swimming  about  50  m out  from  the  roadside.  The  whale  frequently 
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surfaced,  the  top  of  its  head  gently  breaking  the  surface,  followed  by  its 
dorsal  fin  and  back,  but  the  gulls  generally  ignored  it  and  remained  in  one 
or  two  flocks  on  the  water.  When  the  whale  stayed  at  the  surface,  with  its 
snout  out  of  the  water  (presumably  ‘standing  on  its  tail’),  however,  the  gulls 
collected  in  a frantic  group,  flying,  stooping  and  plunge-diving  around  it 
(plates  296  & 297).  This  activity  appeared  to  be  due  to  a sudden  concen- 
tration of  food  items  near  the  surface,  presumably  natural  or  resulting  from 
some  aspect  of  the  whale’s  behaviour.  On  several  occasions,  the  gulls 
showed  similar  activity  when  the  whale  could  not  be  seen  at  the  surface. 
Nevertheless,  they  took  rapid  advantage  of  the  food  source  around  the 
whale  and  it  seems  possible  that  they  collected  near  the  mammal  for  that 
purpose,  indicating  that  they  had  fed  in  this  manner  before.  Both  the  gulls 
and  the  whale  remained  in  the  area  the  following  day.  Philip  Perry 

PO  Box  1478 , Mbabane,  Swaziland.  * 


296.  8c  297.  Gulls  Ixirus/Rissa  feeding  around  humpback  whale  Megaptera  tiovaeangUa , Norway, 

July  1982  (Philip  Pen y) 
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A paper  on  associations  between  seabirds  and  cetaceans  ( 1982,  .Mammal  Renew  12:  187-206) 
lists  five  species  of  seabirds  associating  with  the  humpback  whale,  though  the  Kittiwake  is  the 
only  gull  noted.  Eds 

Arctic  Tern  parasitised  by  duck  leech  On  5th  August  1983,  while 
i inging  terns  and  waders  at  Loch  Mey,  Caithness.  1 examined  a juvenile 
Arctic  Fern  Sterna  paradisaea  which  had  its  left  nostril  occluded  by  a black 
shiny  object.  \\  hen  removed,  this  was  seen  to  be  a leech;  it  was  preserved 
(in  after-shave  lotion)  and  later  identified  as  Theromyzon  tessulatum . the  duck 
leech.  1 his  leech  inhabits  freshwater  and  is  known  from  20  host  species  in 
Britain,  mainly  ornamental  and  wild  ducks  (Elliott  & Tullett  1982); 
although  it  has  been  recorded  from  Common  Gull  Larus  cams  and  Herring 
Gull  L.  argentatus , it  has  not  previously  been  found  on  Arctic  Terns. 

I should  like  to  thank  Arthur  Welch  for  confirming  the  identity  of  the 
leech,  Mrs  P.  A.  1 n 1 let t of  the  Freshwater  Biological  Association  for  the 
information  on  distribution  and  recorded  hosts  of  leeches,  and  my 
colleagues  in  the  Sule  Skerry  ringing  team  for  bringing  the  leech  to  my 
notice.  Norman  Cobley 

28  Moss  I.ane . Broad  bottom.  Cheshire  SK 14  6B  D 
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Fourteen  House  Martins  dead  in  one  nest  On  26th  August  1983,  at 
Stanford,  Bedfordshire,  I noticed  the  wing  of  an  obviously  dead  House 
Martin  Delichon  urbica  protruding  from  the  entrance  hole  of  a nest.  I was 
unable  to  remove  the  dead  martin  easily.  When  I attempted  to  widen 
the  entrance,  the  nest  broke,  revealing  a tightly  packed  ball  of  the 
corpses  of  14  House  Martins  which  had  completely  filled  the  nest.  From 
their  state  of  decomposition,  1 estimated  that  the  martins  had  died  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer.  One  of  the  dead  House  Martins  contained 
a fully  formed  egg  just  ready  to  be  laid.  PETER  WILKINSON 

42  Dale  Avenue,  Custard  Wood , Wheathampstead.  Hertfordshire 

Dipper  diving  in  deep  water  On  20th  January  1978,  during  a spell  of 
severely  cold  weather  in  southern  Scotland,  I watched  a Dipper  Cinclus 
cinclus  feeding  for  some  20  minutes  in  a patch  of  water  on  the  frozen  surface 
of  Talla  Reservoir,  Tw'eeddale.  Borders.  The  small  area,  the  only  ice-free 
w'ater  in  the  vicinity,  was  about  5 m in  diameter,  about  20  m out  from  the 
shore,  in  w'hat  I understand  w^as  w'ater  of  7-8  m depth.  The  Dipper  swam 
freely  on  the  surface,  using  a fluttering,  almost  sculling,  action  with  its 
wfings  held  out  from  its  body,  and  dived  for  up  to  40  seconds  at  a time.  The 
length  of  time  the  Dipper  spent  underw  ater  hardly  seemed  adequate  for  it 
to  reach  the  bottom  and  then  search  for  food;  there  was,  therefore,  the 
alternative  that  it  was  actually  catching  food  in  mid-water.  Dippers  freely 
enter  under  the  ice  of  frozen  streams,  utilising  the  air  pockets  that  develop 
w hen  the  stream  level  drops,  but  I have  never  heard  of  them  feeding  either 
in  frozen  lakes  or  in  such  deep  w^ater.  R.  D.  Murray 

143  Eskhill.  Penicuik.  Lothian  EH268DE 
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Prey-catching  techniques  of  Blue  Rock  Thrush  Over  two  days  during 
the  first  week  of  April  1983,  in  Sierra  Morena,  southwest  Spain,  we  watched 
a male  Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  solitarius  that  frequently  used  the  same 
rock  perch.  W e observed  a total  of  20  flights  from  this  perch,  leading  to  the 
following  prey-catching  techniques.  Four  flights  (20%)  led  to  pecking  at 
prey  on  the  ground,  and  I 1 (55%)  to  aerial  flycatching;  the  remaining  five 
(25%)  resulted  in  song  flights.  The  technique  of  aerial  flycatching  (or 
hawking)  is  noteworthy,  as  it  docs  not  appear  to  be  very  well  known  for  this 
species  nor  for  Rock  Thrush  M.  saxatilis.  W hen  using  this  method,  the 
distance  flown  varied  from  7m  to  30m,  and  each  time  the  thrush  had 
captured  prey  it  settled  on  the  rock,  sang  and  then  ate  the  item.  This  is  the 
first  time  we  have  recorded  such  persistent  flycatching  by  the  Blue  Rock 
Thrush.  M anuel  Rodriguez  de  los  Santos,  M.  C lUADRADO 

and  A.  Castellano' 
Group  Ornitologico  del  Sur , Apartado  1067,  Seville , Spain 

Dr  E.  K.  Dunn  has  commented  that  these  feeding  methods  are  covered  in  the  forthcoming 
vol.  5 of  BMP  by  Joachim  Hellmich,  who  also  studied  the  species  in  Spain:  ‘Methods  of 
hunting,  best  described  by  Corti  et  al.  1949  [Arch,  suisses  d’Orn.  2 (5):  193-212]:  hawking, 
pouncing  and  gleaning  occurring;  no  special  emphasis  on  one  of  these  methods  proved  up  to 
now,  apparently  depending  on  prey  types  available,  thus  changing  during  the  course  of  the 
year.  In  Spain,  a lot  of  hawking  observed  in  spring,  whilst  in  summer  more  pouncing  seems  to 
occur;  in  autumn  and  winter  when  flying  prey  is  scarce,  gleaning  seems  to  be  preferred  (J. 
Hellmich).  Same  prey  types  may  be  caught  in  flight  as  on  the  ground,  e.g.  locusts,  ants.'  Since 
these  techniques  appear  to  be  little  known,  however,  they  are  published  here.  Eds 


Willow  Warbler  with  temporarily  aberrant  song  As  part  of  a 
continuing  study  of  site  fidelity  and  adult  mortality  rates  of  Willow 
Warblers  Phylloscopus  trochilus , several  hundred  individuals  have  been 
colour-ringed  in  Merseyside  and  Cheshire.  One  male,  breeding  near 
Daresbury,  Cheshire,  was  observed  in  the  same  territory  in  four  successive 
summers  ( 1980-83).  On  its  return  on  19th  April  1982,  its  song  consisted  of 
the  normal  first  few  notes  followed  by  a wheezy,  buzzing  version  of  the  final 
descending  phrase;  throughout  the  1982  breeding  season,  it  maintained 
this  variation  and  was  never  heard  to  utter  the  full  normal  phrase.  Despite 
this,  it  successfully  defended  its  territory,  attracted  a mate  and  raised  a 
brood.  In  1983,  I discovered  the  same  W illow  W'arbler,  but  its  song  had 
returned  to  the  species’  normal  one,  with  no  sign  of  the  previous  year’s 
aberration.  David  Norman 

Rowswood  Cottage , Ridding  Lane,  Sutton  Weaver,  Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA76PF 
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Yellow-browed  Warblers  of  the  race  ‘humei’  in  Europe  Recent  clari- 
fication of  the  field  characters  and  vocalisations  of  Phylloscopus  inornatus 
humei  (Brit.  Birds  73:  193-194;  Palmer  & Boswall  1982,  A Field  Guide  to  the  Bird 
Songs  oj  Britain  and  Europe ; Svensson  1984),  currently  classified  with  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  P.  i.  inornatus,  as  its  southwesterly  subspecies,  has  shown 
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constant  differences  between  the  two  in  bare-parts  coloration,  call,  and 
almost  certainly  plumage.  Three  Yellow-browed  Warblers  discovered 
wintering  in  Sussex  in  winter  1974/75  all  showed  at  least  some  of  the 
features  of  P.  i.  hurnei,  such  as  greyish-olive  upperparts,  reduced  wing-bars, 
dull  supercilia  and  lack  of  yellow  in  the  plumage.  In  addition,  one  on 
1 homey  Island,  which  I observed  closely  on  many  occasions  in  February' 
and  March  1975,  frequently  gave  a call  quite  different  from  that  of 
nominate  Yellow-browed,  matching  closely  the  call-type  now  generally 
accepted  as  diagnostic  of  humei.  This  individual  was  very  grey  ish  above, 
with  dull  off-white  supercilium  and  wing-bar,  with  the  upper  wing-bar 
very'  reduced  or  absent;  the  call  was  described  as  ‘opposite  to  typical 
Yellow-browed’:  disyllabic  but  dropping  in  tone  on  the  second  syllable, 
rather  than  rising  as  with  inomatus ; it  was  transcribed  as  ‘psees-up'  rather 
than  the  ‘tsee-weest’  of  inomatus. 

The  close  correlation  of  this  with  four  other  records  ofhumei-ty pe  Yellow- 
browed  in  Western  Europe  at  the  same  time  (Dutch  Birding  7:  129-133),  in 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Sweden  and  two  in  the  Netherlands  (at 
least  two  of  these  confirmed  by  trapping  or  sonagraphic  evidence),  shows 
that  it  is  probably  worth  re-examining  the  other  two  records. 

I have  seen  one  other  winter  Yellow-browed  Warbler  in  Britain,  at 
1 itch  field  Haven,  in  Hampshire,  in  December  1978.  It  was  noted  as 
showing  typical  bright  green  upperparts,  with  prominent  tertial  edgings, 
bright  yellowish  wing-bar  (show  ing  only  one  wing-bar  strongly),  striking 
full  yellowish-white  supercilium,  silvery  underparts  and  ty  pical  call,  and 
was  clearly  inomatus. 

A further  example  of  P.  i.  humei  surely  appears  in  the  August  1985  issue  of 
British  Birds , in  the  article  by  Flowey  & Bell  on  Pallas’s  Warblers  P. 
proregulus  in  Britain  in  October  1982  (Brit.  Birds  78:  381-392,  plate  185).  The 
excellent  photograph,  labelled  as  first-winter  Yellow-browed,  taken  in 
Finland  in  October  1982,  shows  a bird  that  differs  markedly  from  a ty  pical 
first-winter  inomatus , and  appears  to  show  all  the  features  of  P.  i.  humei. 
including  very  dull  greyish-olive  upperparts.  dull  buff-tinged  wing-bars, 
with  upper  one  reduced,  dull  buff-tinged  supercilium,  almost  buff-olive 
above  the  eye  and  very  indistinct  in  front,  with  not-very-marked  eye-stripe 
and  complete  lack  of  marking  on  buff-w  ashed  cheeks,  giving  a much  softer 
facial  expression  than  that  of  typical  inomatus.  The  bill  appears  rather  fine 
and  appears  all  dark,  lacking  the  paler  basal  area  shown  by  most  inomatus. 

M . S.  Chapman 
Philadelphia , Clure , Aithsetter.  Cunningsburgh.  Shetland 


The  Rarities  Committee  welcomes  the  submission  of  details  relating  to  observations  of 
claimed  records  of  the  race  humei.  The  likelihood  of  various  Sussex  records  referring  to  that  race 
has  already  been  noted  (Brit.  Birds  72:  124-125,  484-485).  The  tenth  report  of  the  BOC 
Records  Committee  (Ibis  122:  567)  noted  three  British  records  and  commented  as  follows: 
‘Beachy  Head.  Hast  Sussex,  England,  14-17  November  1966;  sight  record  (Br.  Birds  72: 
124-125).  Low  Hauxley,  Northumberland,  England,  7 November  1970;  sight  record,  trapped 
( Br.  Birds  7 1:  464-465).  Wells.  Norfolk.  England.  24  October  1974;  sight  record.  Submitted  as 
p I,  humei  (Brooks),  of  Himalayas  to  Mongolia.  There  is  a north  to  south  cline  from  green  to 
olive-brown  upperparts  and  towards  reduced  second  wing-bar;  but  there  seems  to  be  a broad 
zone  of  intergradation  and  many  museum  skins  could  not  be  placed  without  knowledge  of  their 


580 


Letters 


locality  of  collection.  At  best,  it  can  be  said  that  some  vagrants  to  Britain,  of  unknown 
provenance,  appear  to  approach  humex  in  plumage  tones;  the  late  arrival  of  such  birds  (with 
Pallas’s  Warblers  Phylloscopus  proregulus ) is  noted.’  The  field  distinctions  of  P.  i.  humei  and  P.  i. 
inornatus  require  further  definition,  and,  following  the  necessary  research,  a paper  by  Alan 
Dean  on  the  separation  of  these  races  is  planned  for  British  Birds.  Anyone  able  to  offer 
suggestions  concerning  their  field  characteristics  or  to  supply  relevant  photographs  or 
transparencies  is  invited  to  write  to  A.  R.  Dean,  2 Charingworth  Road,  Solihull,  West 
Midlands  B92  8HT.  Eds 


More  about  Phylloscopus  taxonomy  S.  C.  Madge  {Brit.  Birds  78:  1 99- 
200)  suggested  that  an  analysis  of  further  sound  recordings  would  be  the 
only  way  that  we  can  better  understand  the  taxonomy  of  eastern  Phylloscopus 
warblers.  While  I agree  that  differences  in  voice  will  be  an  important  tool  in 
this  interesting  work,  I am  convinced  that  the  main  criteria  must  remain  to 
establish  whether  or  not  reproductive  isolation  is  present,  and,  as  an  effect 
of  such  isolation,  morphological  differences.  In  third  place,  I would  put 
vocal  differences,  followed  by  ethological  differences  other  than  vocal,  and 
ecological  differences  (choice  of  habitat,  ectoparasites,  choice  of  food,  and 
so  on).  Far  down  the  list,  I would  put  mode  of  moult  and  migrational 
habits,  as  these  appear  rather  readily  adaptable  and  less  stable  over  a long 
period  of  time  than  most  other  characters.  A professional  taxonomist  might 
prefer  a different  order,  but  would  probably  agree  about  the  first  two,  and 
that  only  a combination  of  as  many  criteria  as  possible  in  each  case  will  lead 
to  sound  judgments. 

Looking  at  one  of  the  examples  brought  up  by  Madge,  the  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  P.  inornatus , I have  found  the  songs  and  calls  of  the  races 
inornatus  and  humei  to  be  strikingly  different,  making  it  hard  to  believe  that 
sexual  interaction  between  the  two  forms  could  take  place  unhampered. 
There  are,  however,  also  (slight)  morphological  differences  in  plumage 
coloration  and  wing-formula  (Svensson  1984).  The  two  forms  are  further 
ecologically  separated,  inornatus  being  primarily  a lowland  taiga  form  and 
humei  a mountain  bird.  It  was  the  combination  of  these  differences  that  led  me 
to  say  in  a footnote  in  my  guide  ( 1984)  that  the  two  ‘appear  as  good  species 
to  me’.  (Madge  misquoted  me  by  saying  that  I considered  that  they  should 
be  split  on  the  basis  of  the  vocal  differences  alone.)  Madge  mentioned  that 
the  race  mandellii  is  somewhat  intermediate  between  the  two  previously 
discussed,  thus  suggesting  a link  (which  is  surprising  if  one  studies  a map  of 
their  ranges).  I have  no  personal  experience  of  mandellii,  but  I have  pre- 
viously been  told  (Per  Alstrom,  Urban  Olsson,  and  Goran  Walinder 
verbally)  that  the  calls  are  very  similar  to  those  of  humei.  Recordings  of  the 
song  and  calls  of  mandellii  would  establish  the  facts. 

Madge's  example  of  Green  P.  nitidus  and  Greenish  Warblers  P.  trochiloides 
does  not  disturb  me  so  much,  as  I think  they  should  be  lumped  into  one 
species.  In  spite  of  some  vocal  variation  within  their  vast  range,  it  is  possible 
to  recognise  the  song  as  being  a Greenish  Warbler  song-type  all  the  time. 
This  is  very  different  from  the  situation  in  the  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
complex,  where  the  songs  are  quite  dissimilar  and  bear  no  resemblance  at 
all  to  each  other.  I can  think  of  only  one  other  example  w here  two  forms 
claimed  to  be  subspecies  of  the  same  species  have  songs  which  are  so 
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different:  the  western  and  eastern  races  of  the  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 
bicedula  parva , the  nominate  subspecies  and  albicilla,  clearly  another  urgent 
case  for  splitting.  But  this  is  an  exception.  Spanish  Orphean  Warblers  Sylvia 
h.  hortensis  are  obviously  the  same  species  as  birds  of  the  southeastern 
subspecies  crassirostris,  in  spite  of  a certain  difference  in  song.  If  they  met, 
interbreeding  would  most  probably  take  place,  which  is  the  question  we 
must  ask  ourselves  when  examining  cases  ofallopatry  of  two  closely  related 
forms.  I urning  to  the  Bonelli’s  Warbler  P.  bonelli , 1 would  favour  keeping 
western  subspecies  bonelli  and  eastern  subspecies  orientalis  in  the  same 
species,  since  their  songs  are  still  so  similar;  they  would  probably  interbreed 
il  they  met.  Their  different  call  notes  might  be  a first  step  towards 
speciation,  a stage  which  I do  not  think  they  have  yet  reached. 

In  conclusion,  do  take  bird  recordings  when  you  are  travelling  in  the  Far 
Fast,  but  also  make  an  effort  to  obtain  detailed  plumage  descriptions  and 
try  to  locate  areas  where  two  forms  meet  and  see  whether  or  not  they 
interbreed.  It  will  not  be  easy,  but  it  is  the  only  positive  way  of  solving  the 
taxonomic  problems  we  face.  Lars  Svensson 

Sturegatan  60,  S-114  36 Stockholm,  Sweden 

REFERENCE 

Svensson,  L.  1984.  Identification  Guide  to  European  Passerines.  Third  cdn.  Stockholm. 


S.  C.  Madge  has  replied  as  follows:  ‘I  feel  that  Mr  Svensson  has  slightly  misinterpreted  my 
letter,  and  although  agreeing  with  the  majority  of  points  raised  in  his  letter  I must  state  that  I 
had  no  intention  of  indicating  that  vocalisations  were  solely  important  in  Phylloscopus 
taxonomy,  but  stressed  that,  because  of  the  number  of  birdwatchers  travelling  to  hitherto 
closed  areas  of  Palearctic  Asia,  we  now  have  opportunities  as  never  before  to  make  sound 
recordings  and  urged  people  to  do  so.  1 also  stressed  that  songs  varied  more  than  is  generally 
realised  between  populations  of  a number  of  species  and  that  analysing  the  results  of  such 
sound  recordings  is  a major  step  forward  in  working  out  their  complex  relationships. 

‘Sadly,  I did  not  record  the  song  of  mandellii  Yellow-browed  Warbler  when  I was  in  western 
China  in  June  1984,  as  most  song  had  finished,  but  odd  songs  heard  lacked  the  wheeze  of humei, 
which  is  its  basic  song  component.  I did,  however,  tape  the  call  note:  the  call  is  sharper  and 
thinner  than  that  of  humei,  and  to  my  ears  is  somewhat  intermediate  between  humei  and  the 
nominate  form.  I do  apologise  for  misquoting  Mr  Svensson.  but  I had  gained  the  impression 
from  a conversation  that  we  had  had  in  the  USSR  in  1983  that,  on  hearing  the  two  subspecies 
in  song,  he  had  felt  that  they  had  arrived  at  speciation  level.  I had  taken  his  footnote  comment 
(referred  to  above)  to  be  a distillation  of  those  views.  Perhaps  humei  has  reached  species  level, 
but  what  about  the  isolated  mandellii ? Could  that  be  a third  species? 

‘Like  humei,  it  is  a mountain  forest  bird,  but  in  plumage  it  is  closer  to  the  nominate  form  of  the 
northern  taiga.  I suspect  it  has  not  gone  quite  so  far  into  isolation  as  humei ; there  are  so  many 
interesting  projects  that  could  be  taken  up  with  this  fascinating  genus.  This  brings  me  back  to 
the  advantages  of  the  portable  tape  recorder  and  easy  travel,  which  was  the  major  point  of  my 
letter. 

‘I  support  his  views  on  the  songs  of  the  two  races  of  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  although  I 
must  add  that  eastern  Red-breasted  (should  we  adopt  the  Americanised  name  of  'Red- 
throated'  if  split?)  has  an  individually  extremely  variable  song.  If  these  two  forms  are  worth 
splitting,  surely  it  must  not  be  on  apparent  vocal  differences  alone;  work  needs  to  be  under- 
taken farther  west  in  the  USSR  where  the  two  forms  presumably  meet;  there  are  quite  marked 
plumage  differences  between  adult  males,  and  eastern  males  seem  to  attain  adult  plumage  by 
their  first  spring,  unlike  the  western  race. 

T heartily  concur  with  his  final  paragraph,  and  hardly  need  point  out  the  problems  of 
abrasion  making  plumage  features  difficult  to  interpret  on  worn  birds,  in  late  spring/early 
summer  on  the  breeding  grounds.'  Eds 
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‘Points  of  view’  E.  E.  Green  {Brit.  Birds  79:  252-253)  raised  the  issue  oi  the 
lack  of  conservation  articles  in  BB.  In  the  same  number  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
248-249),  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  expressed  the.. view  that  game-shooting, 
wild-fowling  and  fox-hunting  should  continue.  Therein  lies  the  answer  to 
Mr  Green’s  letter.  The  editor  o I BB  is  not  a true  conservationist. 

G.  Moyser 

20  Tennyson  Road , Dursley,  Gloucestershire 

I was  delighted  to  see  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  pointing  out  (Brit.  Buds  79: 
248-249)  the  community  of  interest  between  the  ‘hunting-and-shooting’ 
fraternity  and  all  those,  such  as  birdwatchers,  interested  in  the  conserva- 
tion of  wildlife. 

It  has  saddened  me  to  find  increasingly  extreme  and  antagonistic  views 
expressed,  on  the  one  hand  in  the  Shooting  Times  and  on  the  other  hand  in 
journals  concerned  with  conservation.  Whenever  I have  tried  to  point  out 
the  community  of  view  in  the  hope  of  resolving  the  problem,  I have  found 
myself  abused  by  both  sides. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that,  without  the  hunting-and-shooting  interest, 
the  likelihood  is  that  the  destruction  of  habitat,  which  is  the  real  key  issue, 
would  be  immediate  and  rapid.  J.  G.  Bellak 

Tittensor  Chase , Staffordshire  ST 12  9HH 

May  I respond  to  the  views  on  hunting  and  shooting  expressed  by  Dr 
J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  in  your  May  1986  issue  (Brit.  Birds  79:  248-249)? 

Dr  Sharrock  is  obviously  caught  between  his  distaste  for  bloodsports  and 
w hat  he  believes  to  be  the  contribution  bloodsports  enthusiasts  make  to  the 
conservation  of  wildlife  habitat.  If  hunters  and  shooters  actually  did  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  habitat  protection,  then  it  may  come  down  to  a 
simple  moral  choice — cruelty  versus  conservation. 

Hie  evidence  shows,  however,  that  bloodsports  do  not  make  a significant 
contribution  to  wildlife  conservation.  Elunters  claim  that  hunting  and 
shooting  have  never  been  more  popular  than  over  recent  decades  and  yet 
the  appalling  statistics  released  by  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council  in  1983 
demonstrate  that  bloodsports  enthusiasts  have  had  no  more  influence  than 
anyone  else  in  checking  the  headlong  rush  into  intensive  farming  methods. 

Eifty  per  cent  of  our  ancient  woodlands  have  been  lost  since  the  war, 
along  with  95%  of  our  natural  meadows,  150,000  miles  (240,000  km)  of 
hedgerows  have  been  ripped  out  during  the  same  period,  and  every  year 
150,000  acres  (61,000  ha)  of  wetlands,  12,000  acres  (5,000  ha)  of  moorland 
and  20,000  acres  (8,000  ha)  of  Sites  of  Special  Scientific  Interest  have  been 
destroyed. 

In  a survey  of  the  motives  of  landowners  for  retaining  small  woodlands, 
the  pro-hunting  ‘Standing  Conference  for  Countryside  Sports’  in  1983 
reported  that  the  retention  of  small  woods  as  ‘fox  coverts’  was  ‘the  least 
significant  motive’. 

The  reversal  of  habitat  destruction  trends,  at  last  thankfully  gaining 
ground,  has  been  brought  about  by  the  altruistic  conservation  lobby — not 
the  hunting  fraternity.  The  vested  interest  of ‘killing  for  sport’  has  been 
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shown  to  be  impotent  in  the  area  of  serious  conservation. 

With  an  increasing  number  of  people  expressing  outrage  at  the  cruelty  of 
bloodsports,  it  is  surely  obvious  that  any  nationally  popular  strategy  of 
wildlife  conservation  must  depend  on  an  ethic  of  ‘Conservation  without 
Cruelty’.  I he  spurious  claims  by  bloodsports  enthusiasts  to  be  ‘guardians 
of  the  countryside’  can  only  bring  conservation  into  contempt. 

John  Bryant 

Wildlife  Research  Officer,  League  Against  Cruel  Sports, 
83-87  Union  Street,  London  SEI  tSG 

\\  c also  received  letters  on  these  subjects  from  Jill  Butler,  Mark  Constantine.  Derek 
Goodwin,  Harold  Hall  and  I rank  Noonan.  I he  general  views  were  that  British  Birds  should 
include  more  items  directly  related  to  conservation,  and  that  the  great  contribution  to 
conservation  made  by  bodies  such  as  the  RSPB.  the  Woodland  Trust,  the  RSNC  and  the 
county  wildlife  trusts  was  insufficiently  acknowledged.  M e have  taken  note  of  these  points 

Ens 

‘Bird-days’  I find  the  editorial  rejoinder  to  my  letter  (Brit.  Birds  80:  121) 
not  exactly  satisfying.  1 he  use  of  the  term  ‘bird-days'  suppresses  two 
significant  pieces  of  recorded  knowledge:  the  number  of  days  on  which  a 
species  is  present  and  the  minimum  number  of  individuals  actually  seen. 

It  seems,  to  an  outsider,  strange  that  reputable  and  regular  observers 
prefer  to  have  the  results  of  their  conscientious  labours  represented  to 
posterity  by  the  number  that  could  have  been  there,  rather  than  bv  the 
number  that  certainly  were.  John  Dean 

24  Tudor  Close,  Kings  Heath,  Birmingham  BI30PD 

Announcements 


Avoid  cheap  imitations  Ornithologists  are  strongly  advised  to  beware 
of  a new  occasional  publication,  the  second  issue  of  which  is  for  sale 
this  autumn.  It  is  produced  solely  for  profit,  to  enable  a small,  select 
group  of  selfish  birders  to  swan  Cygnus  around  in  exciting  remote  areas 
of  China  in  search  of  endangered  species.  Although  sponsorship  is 
claimed,  its  centre  spread  is  devoid  of  colour  (apart  from  the  word 
‘white’).  If  you  were  thinking  of  acquiring  a copy,  it  costs  an 
extortionate  £1.50,  which  works  out  at  over  9p  per  page  (or  almost 
£3.94  per  joke).  To  prevent  this  publication  from  getting  into  the  wrong 
hands,  we  have  attempted  to  buy  up  the  remaining  stocks  for 
incineration.  If,  however,  you  want  to  burn  your  own  copy,  we  will  sell 
one  to  you  for  £1 .50  through  British  BirdShop.  It  is  called  Not  BB  II,  and 
we  wouldn’t  recommend  it  to  our  worst  enemies. 

Not  BB  II  is  edited  and  written  by  Dan  Duff,  Simon  Stirrup  and 
Martin  Williams,  with  additional  material  by  Dave  Hatton  and  R. 
S afford. 

New  address  for  BRRC  M.  J.  Rogers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Rarities 
Committee,  has  moved  from  Scilly  to  Bag  End,  C.hurchtown,  Towednack, 
Cornwall  TR26  3AZ. 
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New  books  in  British  BirdShop  As  well  as  the  EXCLUSIVE  ofTer 
concerning  BWP,  the  following  books  have  been  added  to  British  BirdShop 
this  month: 

de  Schauensee  & Phelps  .4  Guide  In  the  Buds  of  Venezuela 
Duff,  Stirrup  & Williams  Not  BB  II 

Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World  EXCLUSIVE  REDUCED  OFFER 

Grant  Ecology  and  Evolution  of  Darwin’s  Einches 

Hilty  & Brown  A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Colombia 

Hosking  Eric  Hosking’s  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  World 

Isler  & Isler  The  Tanagers:  natural  history,  distribution  and  identification 

Moore  Bird  of  Time 

Nicholson  The  New  Environmental  Age 

Ridgely  A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Panama 

Scott  Travel  Diaries  of  a Naturalist 

Snow  A Study  of  Blackbirds 

Sparks,  Soper  & Gillmor  Penguins 

These — and  many  others — can  be  obtained  POST  FREE  through. 
British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  forms  on  pages  xi  & xiv. 

IOC  date  change  We  have  been  informed  that  the  20th  International 
Ornithological  Congress  will  take  place  in  Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
during  2nd-9th  December  1990  ( not  18th-25th  November  as  previously 
notified).  The  Secretary-General  is  Dr  Ben  D.  Bell,  Zoology  Depart- 
ment, Victoria  University,  Private  Bag,  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

Requests 


White-tailed  Eagles  This  species  is  still  on  the  Rarities  Committee’s  list.  Records  outside 
Scotland  can  be  sent  to  county  recorders,  as  with  all  other  rarities,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
BBRC,  Michael  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  l owednack,  Cornwall  TR26:t.\z.  Records  in 
Scotland,  almost  certainly  all  relating  to  the  re-introduction  project,  should  be  sent  to  ( 1 ) Roy 
Dennis,  RSPB  Highland  Office,  Munlochy,  Ross  & Cromarty  IV88ND,  telephone  046-381  496; 
(2)  Roger  Broad,  RSPB  Strathclyde  Office,  6 Bird  Road,  Killearn,  Glasgow;  or  (3)  John  Love, 
Nature  Conservancy  Council,  Fraser  Darling  House,  Culduthel  Road,  Inverness,  telephone 
0463  239431. 

Whales  and  dolphins  In  1973,  the  Cetacean  Group  was  formed  within  the  UK  Mammal 
Society  to  obtain  new  information  on  the  status,  distribution  and  aspects  of  the  biology  and 
ecology  of  whales  and  dolphins  in  our  coastal  waters.  There  is  already  a network  of  350 
observers,  but  also  an  urgent  need  to  continue  to  improve  upon  and  expand  this  sightings 
network,  to  fill  gaps  in  coverage  and  identify  conservation  problems.  Everyone  who  visits  the  sea 
is  urged  to  help  by  participating,  all  records  being  welcomed.  I fyou  see  porpoises  and  dolphins 
regularly,  please  do  not  take  them  for  granted:  logging  of  every  one  of  these  observations  would 
be  extremely  valuable. 

To  aid  recording  of  sightings,  an  illustrated  field  identification  guide  has  been  produced 
(price  75p,  plus  9”  X 1"  SAE),  and  standardised  recording  forms  have  been  developed.  These 
are  available  from  Dr  P.  G.  H.  Evans,  Secretary,  Cetacean  Group,  c/o  Edward  Grey  Institute, 
Zoology  Department,  South  Parks  Road,  Oxford  o\l  :iPS. 

Fleas  from  birds’  nests  To  further  distributional  studies  and  identification  research  on  the 
larval  stages  of  fleas,  nesting  material  and  debris  is  required  from  the  recently  disused  nests  of 
three  species:  House  Martin  Delichon  urbica  (in  natural  cliff sites  only).  Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 
and  Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus.  This  can  be  stored  in  plastic  bags  for  despatch.  The 
information  and  specimens  will  be  shared  by  R.  S.  George  of  Bournemouth,  Dorset,  and 
Professor  R.  L.  C.  Pilgrim  of  Christchurch,  New  Zealand.  Please  send  nest  material  to  R.  S. 
George,  54  Richmond  Park  Avenue,  Bournemouth  BHH9DR. 
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Ecology  and  Evolution  of  Darwin’s  Finches.  By  Peter  R.  Grant. 

Princeton  University  Press,  Princeton,  1986.  459  pages;  20  colour  plates; 

1 14  black-and-white  plates.  Hardback  £36.70;  paperback  £15.10. 

t he  Galapagos  finches  are  important  to  biologists  because  they  provide  a classic  example  of 
adaptive  radiation;  that  is,  of  the  diversification  of  a single  lineage  into  a range  of  species,  with 
different  morphology  and  food  habits.  Not  only  did  these  finches  influence  Darwin  in  his 
thinking  on  evolution,  they  also  led  David  Lack — in  his  classic  book  on  Darwin's  Finches 
(reviews  in  British  Birds  40:  351-352;  77:  342) — to  propose  that  geographical  isolation  and 
competition  were  the  key  factors  promoting  such  radiations.  But  Lack  was  able  to  spend  only- 
four  months  on  Galapagos,  and  he  formulated  his  views  on  limited  fieldwork  and  examination 
of  museum  skins.  In  contrast,  Peter  Grant  and  his  associates  have  spent  more  than  ten  years  on 
the  islands,  and  have  studied  in  detail  the  interactions  between  the  birds  and  their 
environment.  They  have  been  able  to  substantiate,  and  in  some  cases  modify,  Lack's  original 
views,  and  provide  a wealth  of  additional  detail,  including  some  remarkable  observations  of 
natural  selection  and  sexual  selection  in  action. 

Much  of  the  material  in  this  interesting  book  has  appeared  previously  in  scientific  papers, 
but  it  is  good  to  see  a new  synthesis,  presented  as  a coherent  whole.  The  book  starts  with  a 
description  of  the  finches  and  their  environment.  It  goes  on  to  describe  the  morphology  of  the 
birds,  and  show'  how'  species  differences  develop  during  the  growth  of  indiv  iduals.  A third 
section  deals  with  the  ecology  and  behaviour  of  the  birds,  and  a fourth  w ith  their  evolution, 
drawing  interesting  comparisons  with  other  groups  of  animals.  A skilful  combination  of  work 
on  morphology,  ecology,  behaviour  and  genetics  gives  the  book  a special  flavour. 

During  their  research,  the  author  and  his  associates  w itnessed  some  remarkable  changes  in 
the  morphology  of  the  ground  finch  Geospiza Jortis.  During  a drought  on  Daphne  Island,  large 
individuals  with  large  beaks  survived  best  because  they  were  able  to  deal  most  effectively  w ith 
the  large  and  hard  seeds  that  remained  after  most  of  the  smaller  and  softer  seeds  had  been 
eaten.  The  mean  bill  size  of  the  population  w'as  thus  altered  within  a period  of  a few  months 
and,  as  bill  size  was  inherited,  this  represented  an  evolutionary  change  caused  by  natural 
selection.  Another  result  of  the  drought  w as  that  males  survived  better  than  females,  giving  a 
sex  ratio  of  about  5 : 1 . At  the  next  breeding  season,  females  selected  as  mates  the  largest  ( = 
largest  billed)  from  among  the  available  males,  so  that  the  same  traits  were  further 
accentuated  by  sexual  selection.  In  other  years,  advantages  in  small  size  were  shown,  so 
evolutionary  changes  aw'ay  from  the  average  tended  to  be  short-term. 

The  general  biology  of  the  birds  was  greatly  influenced  by  rainfall,  and  its  effect  on  plant 
growth  and  food-supplies.  Thus,  in  a year  w ith  little  rain,  practically  no  breeding  occurred, 
but,  in  a year  w hen  rain  fell  over  a long  period,  breeding  occurred  for  eight  months,  and  some 
individuals  raised  up  to  eight  broods  in  succession.  In  consequence,  the  age  structure  of  the 
population  varied  greatly  from  year  to  year,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  old  adults  in  some 
years,  and  mainly  of  juveniles  in  others.  Through  measurements  of  seed  supplies,  good 
circumstantial  evidence  was  obtained  that  Geospiza  numbers  were  limited  by  food-supply, 
through  drv-season  shortages  that  occurred  in  all  but  the  wettest  years. 

Time  will  tell  whether  this  book  w ill  become  a classic  in  its  own  right,  but  I found  it  notable 
in  three  main  ways.  First,  for  the  support  it  provides  for  the  view  that  competition  is  the  main 
determinant  of  the  ecological  niche  and  distribution  of  particular  bird  species.  Secondly,  for 
show'ing  that  small  inherited  variations  in  traits,  such  as  beak  size,  can  cause  the  individuals 
within  a population  to  differ  in  their  ecology,  and  the  selective  forces  they  experience.  And 
thirdly,  for  showing  that  selection,  mediated  through  the  food-supply,  can  have  marked  effects 
on  bird  morphology  in  a very  short  time. 

For  these  reasons,  I believe  that  this  book  is  important.  Moreover,  the  whole  subject  matter 
has  been  w'ell  researched,  well  considered  and  well  presented.  The  book  provides  stimulating 
reading  for  any  serious  student  of  birds  who  is  interested  in  ecological  and  evolutionary 
processes. 


I . Newton 
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Birdwatching  in  Britain:  a site  by  site  guide.  By  Nigel  Redman  and 
Simon  Harrap.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987.  378  pages;  71  line- 
drawings;  1 10  maps.  £12.95. 

Given  the  choice  available  in  field  guides,  it  is  a little  surprising  that  it  has  taken  so  long  for  a 
second  bird-finding  guide  to  appear.  This  new  guide  covers  115  sites  of  national  interest, 
though  some  are  a number  of  ‘smaller’  sites  gathered  together  as  a convenient  unit.  In 
addition,  brief  details  are  given  for  a further  88  locations,  so  the  coverage  is  more  wide-ranging 
than  may  at  first  appear. 

Inevitably,  I turned  first  of  all  to  the  places  I know  well.  I could  raise  a few  minor  quibbles 
just  to  prove  that  I read  the  review  copy,  but  that  would  be  misleading — the  accounts  were 
clear,  accurate  and  well  laid  out.  Each  site  has  details  on  Habitat,  Access,  Birds,  Other  Sites  in 
the  Area  (where  relevant)  and  Information  (permits,  county  recorder,  relevant  reading). 
There  are  1 10  excellent  maps  (not  quite  one  to  each  site,  and  a few  sites  warrant  two  maps) 
which  have  been  well  designed  for  practical  use. 

The  authors  lay  careful  emphasis  on  the  importance  of  the  correct  weather  conditions  for 
certain  species  to  be  seen  (chiefly  migrants  at  coastal  watch  points),  and  the  birdwatchers’" 
calendar  at  the  front  reproduces  three  weather  maps  to  emphasise  the  point;  though  surely  the 
October  maps  should  have  included  Scandinavia? 

The  book  includes  a 35-page  Species  List  of  British  Birds  which  gives  status  details  of  all 
except  the  real  rarities,  and  where  appropriate  there  is  a reference  to  possible  localities  for  the 
species.  I found  this  section  interesting,  but  feel  it  is  probably  of  real  value  only  to  the  beginner 
or  a foreign  birdwatcher. 

The  opening  site  is  the  Isles  of  Scilly  where  ‘almost  anything  can  and  does  turn  up’,  a 
comment  which  reminds  me  ofjohn  Gooders’  ‘Anything  can  turn  up’  description  for  Fair  Isle 
in  his  original  Where  to  Watch  Birds , and  comparison  between  the  two  is  inevitable.  John 
Gooders’  New  Where  to  Watch  Birds  is  £5  cheaper  than  Birdwatching  in  Britain , has  readable  (if 
brief)  accounts  and  an  all-weather  cover.  The  obvious  plus  for  Birdwatching  in  Britain  is  the 
greater  detail  given  for  each  site,  and  it  does  have  half  as  many  maps  again  as  its  rival.  For 
example,  it  devotes  nine  pages,  including  three  maps,  to  the  Isles  ofScilly,  whilst  John  Gooders 
covers  them  in  just  over  one  page  (no  map).  This  is  perhaps  an  extreme  example — a more 
‘ordinary’  site  such  as  the  Loch  of  Strathbeg  gets  a map  in  both  books,  with  625  words  in 
Birdwatching  in  Britain  and  300  from  John  Gooders.  There  is  something  of  a price  to  pay  for  this 
greater  detail,  as  the  rather  thin  type  is  a little  too  closely  packed  for  comfortable  reading;  and, 
on  the  same  theme,  the  ‘white’  type  used  for  the  main  headings  is  simply  lost  on  the  page. 

I shall  definitely  take  this  book  with  me  when  I next  travel  to  an  unfamiliar  part  of  Britain. 
For  the  travelling  birdwatcher,  it  is  as  indispensable  as  a good  field  guide,  and  will  probably 
repay  its  purchase  price  in  terms  of  saved  energy  and  petrol,  and  extra  birds  seen. 

Paul.  Doherty 

Penguins.  By  John  Sparks  and  Tony  Soper;  illustrated  by  Robert 
Gillmor.  David  & Charles,  Newton  Abbot,  1987.  246  pages;  1 1 colour 
plates,  33  black-and-white  plates,  and  107  line-drawings.  Hardback, 
£12.95. 

This  is  a much-updated  second  edition  of  a book  first  published  in  1967.  Any  attractively 
produced  and  illustrated  book  on  penguins  has  an  assured  market.  This  one,  with  a great 
jacket  photo,  some  splendidly  reproduced  colour  photographs,  reproduction  of  old 
engravings,  and  Robert  Gillmor’s  plate  and  sketches  will  doubtless  be  successful. 

There  are  chapters  dealing  with  penguins  as  birds,  courtship  and  nest-making,  family  life 
(ugh!),  food  and  predators,  evolution,  discovery,  exploitation  (the  usual  tale  of  man’s  greed), 
species-accounts  (which  are  the  only  time  several  species  get  mentioned  in  the  text,  although 
they  are  figured),  penguins  in  captivity,  and  a seven-page  bibliography  The  species-accounts 
come  towards  the  end,  which  will  cause  problems  to  readers  ignorant  of  penguin  taxonomy  . 
An  early  chapter  on  classification  of  penguins,  and  how  they  are  grouped  (e.g.  ‘crested’, 
‘bristle-tailed’,  ‘ Spheniscus ',  etc.)  and  how  the  various  groups  differ  or  agree  in  their  general 
biology,  is  essential,  but  is  missing.  As  it  is,  we  are  confronted  with  an  increasingly  confusing 
array  of  undefined  terms  (e.g.  the  above,  plus  eudvptids,  and  pygoscelid).  At  the  very  least, 
there  should  be  a definitive  list  of  common  and  scientific  names  grouped  in  the  normally 
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accepted  manner,  and  t lie  species'  ranges.  1 here  is  not  a single  distribution  map  until  page 
208,  and  then  it  is  both  inadequate  and  inaccurate  (e.g.  Peter  I Island  has  Adelie  and 
Ghinstrap,  and  not  Gentoo  as  stated;  King  does  not  breed  in  Antarctica). 

1 he  text  is  entertainingly  written,  with  great  emphasis  placed  on  evolution  and  morpho- 
logical and  ecological  adaptations  to  breeding,  survival,  and  so  on.  The  book  is  designed  lor 
the  general  reader,  who  will  learn  much  from  it,  but  the  rather  flippant  approach  and 
irrelevant  digressions  to  other  groups  will  make  it  annoying  to  the  critical  reader.  There  are. 
however,  a lair  number  ol  minor  errors;  also  much  more  attention  should  have  been  paid  to 
detail  and  to  proof-reading.  There  is  no  consistency  in  the  use  of  capital  letters  (e.g.  South 
African,  peruvian,  snares  island.  Island  of  Skomer),  nor  where,  or  even  if,  scientific  names  of 
animals,  are  given.  Neither  is  there  consistency  in  the  form  of  English  names  (e.g.  magellan, 
magellanic;  sea  leopard,  leopard  seal;  and  the  use  of  hyphens).  We  expect  better  than  'see  page 
()()()'  or  ‘doveky’,  for,  even  by  today’s  standards,  die  book  is  not  cheap.  It  is  a pits  that  the 
reproduction  of  some  of  the  black-and-white  photographs  is  poor. 

Despite  these  shortcomings,  the  book  covers  much  of  the  recent  literature  and  is  a useful 
compilation  ol  recent  ideas  on  penguins  for  the  general  reader.  Ifyou  arc  lucky  enough  to  see 
penguins  in  the  wild,  or  even  one  of  the  impressive  modern  refrigerated  zoo  exhibits,  then  this 
book  will  be  useful.  Mike  Harris 
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Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds' 


New  Director  for  BTO  Congratulations  to 
I)r  Jeremy  Greenwood  on  his  appointment 
as  Dr  Raymond  O’Connor’s  successor,  and 
congratulations  to  die  B TO  on  capturing 
such  a talented  new  Director. 

Sea  Eagles  successful  again  The  RSPB  has 
announced  that,  for  the  third  year  running. 
White-tailed  Eagles  Haliaeetus  albici/la  intro- 
duced by  the  NCC  to  Scotland  have  bred 
successfully.  Indeed,  for  the  first  time  two 
pairs  have  produced  young,  so  that  to  date 
six  chicks  have  fledged  since  breeding  com- 
menced in  1985.  On  the  debit  side,  they 
report  that  one  of  last  year’s  chicks  was 
found  dead  during  this  summer  on  the  Isle 
of  Skye.  A high  mortality  rate  is  to  be 
expected,  however,  particularly  amongst  the 
first-year  birds  once  they  leave  their  parents 
and  are  dependent  upon  natural  sources  of 
food.  So,  let  us  hope  that  the  eagles  continue 
to  produce  more  and  more  young  — vital  for 
a healthy,  even  if  small,  population  to  be 
maintained. 

'Operation  Chough’  This  is  the  name  of  a 
three-year  study  on  the  feasibility  of  re-estab- 
lishing t he  Chough  Pyrrhocorax  pyrihixorax  in 


selected  locations  on  the  Cornish  coast,  in 
which  county  the  species  last  bred  in  1946 
(non-breeders  remaining,  but  with  only  one 
left  by  1968).  The  project  will  include 
comparative  studies  of  colonies  elsewhere  as 
well  as  a detailed  examination  of  suitable 
sites  in  Cornwall  where  maritime  heathland 
management  is  carried  out  or  can  be  devel- 
oped over  the  coming  years.  Operation 
Chough  is  sponsored  by  the  Endangered 
Birds  Breeding  Centre  at  Hayle,  Cornwall, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of 
Zoology  at  Glasgow  University. 

Blasted  Snowy  Owl  When  a Snowy  Owl 
Xyctea  scandiaca  settles  amongst  a breeding 
colony  of  an  exceedingly  rare  bird  and  starts 
eating  them,  then  it  is  asking  for  trouble. 
One  particular  Snowy  Owl  was  on  Bermuda 
last  winter,  much  to  the  joy  of  local  birders, 
until  it  started  to  feed  on  Bermuda's  special- 
ity, the  Cahow  or  Bermuda  Petrel  Pterodroma 
rahoic.  By  the  time  the  owl  was  shot  on  5th 
March  1987  by  David  Wingate,  Bermuda’s 
Chief  Environmental  Officer,  it  had  taken 
five  of  the  petrels — about  3%  of  the  total 
population.  The  owl  was  apparently  taking 
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young  nest-prospecting  petrels.  The  breed- 
ing pairs  were  sitting  tightly  on  eggs  due  to 
hatch  at  the  end  of  the  month.  David 
Wingate  was,  nevertheless,  very  pained  at 
having  to  shoot  the  owl,  but  as  he  said,  ‘It’s  a 
cruel  world  out  there  and  I just  had  to  play 
the  role  of  next-level  predator.’  We  are 
grateful  to  Guy  Mountfort  for  sending  us 
cuttings  from  Bermuda  newspapers  which 
reported  this  unique  event. 

Tnterwader’  This  is  the  name  of  the  East 
Asia/Pacific  Shorebird  Study  Programme 
and  its  annual  report.  The  issue  for  1986, 
just  received,  contains  a wealth  of  informa- 
tion for  wader  buffs  whose  sights  go  beyond 
their  local  estuary.  Interwader  carries  out 
waterbird  studies,  but  places  a greater 
emphasis  on  wetland  surveys;  the  habitat  of 
migratory  waterbirds  is  threatened  by  land- 
use  changes  throughout  the  East  Asia/ 
Pacific  region.  The  report  carries  accounts 
of  most  of  their  current  work,  often  as  a brief 
synopsis  with  a reference  to  the  full  account 
listed  at  the  end.  There  are  fascinating 
accounts  of  shorebird-hunting  in  South 
Thailand  and  Java,  and  notes  on  the  feeding 
behaviour  of  the  Asiatic  Dowitcher  Limno- 
dromus  semipalmatus  and  Nordmann’s  Green- 
shank  Tringa  guttifer,  and  much  more.  Gopies 
can  be  obtained  (for  US$7. 00  airmail,  or 
US$5.00  surface)  from  Interwader,  PO  Box 
10769,  50724  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia. 


Kuala  Selangor  Nature  Park  The  Malayan 
Nature  Society  has  received  a considerable 
grant  (over  £10,000)  from  the  Selangor  State 
Government  in  order  to  ‘develop’  more  than 
200  ha  of  degraded  mangrove,  so  that  it  can 
be  enhanced  for  wildlife,  especially  waders. 
Despite  past  abuse,  the  area  is  of  national 
importance,  being  the  site  of  Malaysia’s  only 
record  of  Spoon-billed  Sandpiper  Euiynorhyn- 
chus  pygrnaeus , with  other  visitors  including 
Nordmann’s  Greenshank  Tringa  guttifer  and 
the  Lesser  Adjutant  Stork  Leptoptilos  javani- 
cus.  Developments  will  include  educational 
materials  for  students  as  well  as  hides  and 
other  facilities  for  the  serious  birdwatcher. 
Eor  more  information,  contact  the  Malayan 
Nature  Society,  PO  Box  10750,  Kuala  Lum-' 
pur,  Malaysia. 

'Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  Over  100 
guests  and  members  of  the  Press  attended 
this  year’s  reception  at  The  Mall  Galleries 
for  the  presentation  of  the  awards  for  BIY 
(plate  298).  The  competition  was  sponsored 
for  the  second  successive  year  by  the  Natu- 
ral History  Book  Service,  but  car  trouble  on 
the  M5  unfortunately  prevented  Bernard 
Mercer,  Managing  Director  of  the  NHBS, 
from  reaching  the  reception.  The  competi- 
tion was  described  and  the  prize-giving 
introduced  by  Robert  Gillmor,  President  of 
the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists,  and  the 
awards  presented  by  Keith  Shackleton,  Past 
President  of  the  SWLA. 


298.  BIRD  II.I.USTRATOR  OF  THF.  YF.AR,  1987.  Left  to  right,  Andy  Birch  (winner,  Richard 
Richardson  Award),  Robert  Gillmor  (judge),  J.  S.  Lyes  (winner,  PJC  Award),  DrJ.  T.  R. 
Sharrock  (judge),  David  Quinn  (Winner),  David  Cook  (presenter  of  PJC  Award),  Guy 
Troughton  (3rd)  and  Keith  Shackleton  (judge).  (The  second-prize  winner,  Andrew  Stock, 
was  unfortunately  unable  to  attend.)  London,  July  1987  (R.  J.  Chandler ) 
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299.  BIRD  PHOTOGRAPH  OF  THE  YEAR,  1987.  Left  to  right.  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (judge).  Dr  R.  J. 
Chandler  (judge),  Gordon  I.angsbury  (3rd),  Eric  Hosking  (judge),  Christopher  Helm 
(sponsor,  Christopher  Helm  Ltd),  Dr  Kevin  Carlson  (Winner)  and  Crispin  Fisher  (sponsor, 
Collins).  ( I he  second-placed  photographer,  Oene  Moedt,  was  unfortunately  unable  to 

attend.)  London,  July  1987  (Tessa  Musgmve) 


'Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  This  year’s 
award  presentation  took  place  at  a special 
Press  Reception  in  London  in  July  (see  plate 
299).  The  competition  was  sponsored  for  the 
first  time  by  the  two  publishers,  Christopher 
Helm  and  Collins.  This  enjoyable  occasion 
was  attended  by  most  of  Britain’s  top  bird- 
photographers,  for  the  runners-up  each  year 
are  always  invited  to  this  annual  binge. 

British  bird-photographers  tell  us  how 

The  names  Dr  Mike  Hill  and  Gordon 
I.angsbury  will  be  familiar  to  British  Birds 
readers  as  two  of  the  most  consistently 
highly  placed  entrants  in  our  annual  Bird 
Photograph  of  the  Year  competition.  A new 
Collins  book,  A Field  Guide  to  Photographing 
Birds , gives  us  a distillation  of  their  know- 
ledge, with  tips  from  these  two  experts  on 
how  to  do  it  and  where  to  go. 

Balearics  protection  We  have  received  a 
note  from  John  Barclay  with  which  he 
included  a cutting  from  Mallorca’s  daily 
English  newspaper  of  5th  August  1987 
which  states  that  the  local  government  of 
the  Balearic's  is  preparing  a list  of  natural 
spaces  which  deserve  protection,  and  where 
development  should  be  restricted.  The  cata- 
logue apparently  contains  32  areas  in  Mal- 
lorca, 20  in  Minorca  and  15  in  Ibiza.  The  list 
is  yet  to  be  debated  and  approved  by 
parliament;  we  will  report  further  when 
news  is  forthcoming. 


A Field  Guide  to 
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BIRDS 

in  Britain  and  Western  Europe 
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Foreword  by  Eric  Hosking 

Dr  Mike  Hill  & Gordon  Langsbury 


ICBP  European  Conference  The  Interna- 
tional Council  for  Bird  Preservation  had 
another  useful  and  successful  European 
conference  in  May  1987,  at  Yisegrad.  in 
Hungary.  It  was  attended  by  well  over  100 
scientists  and  conservationists  from  26 
countries,  including  notably  21  scientists 
from  Central  and  East  European  socialist 
stares,  in  addition  to  a number  of  Hungarian 
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scientists.  After  a half-day  discussion  of 
practical  co-operation  between  national  bird 
conservation  societies,  two  days  were  given 
to  the  implications  of  acid  rain  and  changes 
in  land  use  for  birds,  and  problems  of 
hunting  and  trapping  of  migratory  birds  in 
Mediterranean  countries  (notably  Turkey, 
Italy  and  Malta).  As  usual,  there  were 
lectures  on  the  work  of  the  host  society,  the 
Hungarian  Ornithological  Society,  and  the 
work  of  another  international  body,  this 
time  EURING.  Some  specific  problems 
(conservation  of  the  Slender-billed  Curlew7 
Numenius  tenuirostris,  and  problems  of  Spanish 
wetlands)  were  discussed. 

The  third  day  was  given  to  what  one 
Danish  ornithologist  described  as  the  most 
important  and  exciting  project  bird  conser- 
vationists have  ever  undertaken  in  Europe: 
identifying  (and  in  due  course  protecting) 
the  most  important  areas  of  habitat  for  all 
species  of  wild  birds  from  Iceland  to  the 
Urals.  The  aim  is  to  design  a scientifically 
planned,  European-wide,  integrated  net- 
work of  areas  in  which  the  habitat  is 
conserved  for  migrating  and  sedentary 
birds.  This  will  now  include  the  European 
parts  of  the  USSR  and  Turkey  (both  of 
course  immensely  important).  There  were 
detailed  talks  on  the  work  on  this  project  in 
Hungary,  Spain  and  Denmark  (where  the 
government  has  promised  to  protect  all  the 
1 1 1 sites  listed  by  ICBP,  and  where  Ramsar 
sites  already  protected  are  equivalent  to  10% 
of  the  Danish  land  area).  It  is  hoped  to 


publish  the  entire  list  of  areas,  with  descrip- 
tions and  explanations,  in  1988.  The  ICBP 
will  then  work  on  monitoring  threats  to 
these  areas^prpmoting  their  protection  (not- 
ably through  international  organisations 
such  as  the  European  Community,  the 
Council  of  Europe,  the  Ramsar  and  Bonn 
Conventions,  and  now  the  UN  Economic 
Commission  for  Europe,  which  includes  the 
East  and  Central  European  socialist  coun- 
tries), and  assessing  the  adequacy  or  other- 
wise of  government  protection  of  the  areas. 
Data  on  bird  numbers  will  have  to  be  kept 
up  to  date. 

The  next  European  ICBP  meeting  will  be 
in  Turkey  in  April  or  May  1989.  Phis  will  be 
an  extremely  important  conference,  because* 
of  the  great  importance  of  Turkey  for  birds 
(it  is  approximately  40%  larger  than  France, 
w'ith  an  immensely  rich  and  varied  avi- 
fauna). The  hosts  will  be  the  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Wildlife,  in  Istanbul.  ( Contri- 
buted by  Dr  John  Temple  Imng) 

A loony  species  Rich  White  and  Jackie 
Tonge  have  sent  us  an  article  which 
appeared  in  77 le  Guardian  on  23rd  February 
1987,  reporting  on  the  then  forthcoming 
European  Birdwateh  Day,  24th  May  1987.  It 
indicated  that  Red-coated  Divers  might 
appear  in  Orkney.  Rich  and  Jackie  suggest 
that,  if  this  proves  to  be  a new  species  for  the 
World,  a suitable  scientific  name  might  be 
Gavia  butlinicus.  We  wondered  whether  its 
call  note  is  distinctive?  ‘Hi  de  hi’  perhaps? 


Monthly 


Keith  Allsopp 


and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  July  unless  The  period  of  warm  weather  which  began 
otherwise  stated.  in  late  June  continued  over  much  of  England 
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as  anticyclones  stayed  nearby  or  over  the 
southeast.  The  far  north,  however,  experi- 
enced more  unsettled  westerly  weather.  By 
16th,  the  centre  of  pressure  moved  away  to 
the  northeast  and  cold  air  moved  in  from  the 
North  Atlantic.  High  pressure  then  devel- 
oped in  mid  Atlantic  and  mainly  cold  un- 
settled northerly  weather  persisted  over 
Britain  and  Ireland  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  extended  cold  weather  period  in 
the  last  two  months  probably  caused  many 
Swifts  A pus  apus  to  abandon  nesting,  liven 
during  the  warm  spell,  the  numbers  re- 
corded moving  past  Spurn  (Humberside) 
were  exceptional,  5,000  on  1st,  2,000  on  4th, 
and  1.000  on  both  11th  and  16th.  A slow- 
moving  depression  stayed  around  Northern 
England  from  17th  to  19th,  bringing  low 
cloud  and  rain.  Large  flocks  of  Swifts  were 
noted:  6,000  passed  through  Eyemouth 
(Borders)  and  over  900  through  Filey  Brigg 
(North  Yorkshire)  on  18th.  Exceptional 
numbers  were  also  noted  over  Orkney  in  the 
middle  of  the  month,  but,  by  contrast, 
nothing  unusual  wras  seen  on  Fair  Isle 
(Shetland).  I he  only  allied  species  recorded 
was  an  Alpine  Swift  A.  melba  at  Dungeness 
(Kent)  on  21st.  Conditions  were  favourable 
for  the  surviv  al  of  vagrant  Bee-eaters  Merops 
apiaster  in  early  July,  this  species  being  noted 
at  VValton-on-the-Naze  (Essex),  with  two  on 
5th  and  6th,  four  at  South  Stack  (Anglesey) 
on  11th,  one  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  13th, 
two  or  three  in  Cumbria  from  12th  to  16th, 
and  one  at  Guisborough  (Cleveland)  on 
25th  and  26th. 

Wading  birds 

The  return  wader  passage  started  in  the 
second  week  with  some  noticeable  concen- 


trations after  the  start  of  the  colder  weather 
on  16th.  At  Upton  Warren  (Hereford  & 
Worcester),  20  Green  Sandpipers  Tringa 
ochropus  were  present  on  16th,  when  ten  were 
also  reported  at  Cley  (Norfolk).  On  Fair  Isle, 
a Wood  Sandpiper  T.  glareola  on  18th  was 
the  first  July  record  for  ten  years,  and. 
farther  south,  17  at  Lindisfame  (Northum- 
berland) also  on  18th  were  exceptional. 
Spotted  Redshanks  Tringa  erythropus 
appeared  early,  25  gathering  at  Cley  by  9th. 
as  did  Whimbrels  Xumenius phaeopus,  with  25 
moving  past  Filey  Brigg  on  1 1th.  A flock  of 
50  Black-tailed  Godwits  l.imosa  limosa  was 
very  unusual  in  Orkney  on  5th.  Small 
numbers  of  Curlew  Sandpipers  Calidris 
ferruginea  were  reported,  12  at  Minsmere 
(Suffolk)  on  23rd  being  the  largest  concen- 
tration. Little  Stints  minuta  were  scarce 
and  Temminck's  Stints  lemminckii  were 
found  at  Cley  and  Amwell  (Hertfordshire). 
A Red-necked  Phalarope  Chalaropus  lobatus 
had  appeared  at  Holme  (Norfolk)  by  2nd, 
with  further  reports  of  singles  at  Breydon 
(Norfolk)  from  17th  to  20th  and  Snetlisham 
(Norfolk)  from  27th.  Eastern  vagrants  inclu- 
ded an  unspeciated  pratincole  Clarcola  at 
Harlow  (Essex)  on  9th  and  a Marsh  Sand- 
piper Tringa  stagnatilis  present  at  Cley  from 
24th  (plates  300  & 301),  while  the  family  of 
Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus  himanlopus , 
two  adults  and  two  fledged  juveniles,  from 
Holme  made  occasional  visits  to  nearby 
Titchwell  (Norfolk),  and  a single  could  be 
found  at  Farlington  (Hampshire)  between 
11th  and  25th.  Nearctic  species  found  were 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  Calidris  inelanolos  at 
Ditchford  (Northamptonshire)  on  15th  to 
17th,  Arundel  (West  Sussex)  on  18th  and 
19th  and  at  Pett  Level  (East  Sussex)  on 


300  8c  301.  Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis,  Norfolk,  July  1987  (Slav  \oung ) 
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28th,  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii  at 
Belfast  on  16th,  and  an  American  Golden 
Plover  Pluvialis  dominica  at  Newington  (Not- 
tinghamshire) on  5th  and  later  in  Humber- 
side on  6th.  A record  of  a Short-billed 
Dowitcher  Limnodromus  griseus  seen  at  Wal- 
berswick  (Suffolk)  on  1 7th  will  be  a very  rare 
find  if  accepted. 

Herons  and  waterfowl 

One  or  two  Little  Egrets  Egretta  garzetta 
continued  to  appear  along  the  English  south 
coast,  as  did  one  in  Suffolk,  the  one  at 
Freckleton  (Lancashire)  stayed  until  5th  and 
another  stayed  throughout  July  at  Foryd  Bay 
(Gwynedd).  There  were  fewer  reports  of 
Night  Herons  Nycticorax  nycticorax  after  the 
spring  influx,  with  two  still  in  Cumbria  and 
another  at  Fingringhoe  Wick  (Essex),  and 
Purple  Herons  Ardea  purpurea  were  seen  in 
two  localities.  Blacktoft  (Humberside)  was 
visited  by  a Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia  from 
5th  to  18th,  and  by  a White  Stork  Cicotiia 
ciconia  on  11th  and  12th. 

Early  returning  wildfowl  were  Scaups 
Aythya  marila,  with  three  at  Benacre  (Suffolk) 
on  23rd  and  Musselburgh  (Lothian)  on 
20th,  and  a Velvet  Scoter  Melardtta  fusca  in 
Orkney  in  the  first  week.  Reappearing  Gar- 
ganeys  Anas  querquedula  were  reported  from 
Frodsham  (Cheshire),  with  two  on  12th,  and 
Kingsbury'  Water  Park  (Warwickshire)  with 
one  on  15th.  Ferruginous  Ducks  Aythya 
nyroca  were  seen  at  Allerton  Bywater  (West 
Yorkshire)  from  5th  and  at  Amwell  on  20th, 
a Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina  re- 
mained at  Fen  Drayton  (Cambridgeshire)  all 
month,  and  a Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna 
ferruginea  was  at  Westwood  Pool  (Hereford  & 
Worcester)  on  8th.  A Ring-necked  Duck 
Aythya  collaiis  was  also  reported  from  Aller- 
ton Bywater  from  5th  to  30th.  A summering 
Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena  could  be 
found  on  Caldecote  Lake  (Buckingham- 
shire), and  others  were  seen  at  Fen  Drayton, 


Monthly  reports 


Hemingford  (Cambridgeshire)  and  at  Cley 
on  19th.  An  elusive  Pied-billed  Grebe 

Podilymbus  podiceps  appeared  at  Kenfig  Pool 
(Mid  Glamorgan)  on  7th. 

Passerines 

As  in  June,  a number  of  Red-backed 
Shrikes  Lanius  collurio  were  found  along  the 
east  coast  of  Britain,  and  one  also  inland  at 
Draycote  Reservoir  (Warwickshire)  on  14th. 
Further  report^  of  Rose-coloured  Starlings 
Sturnus  roseus  were  received  from  Lundy 
(Devon)  on1  2nd  and  another  at  Sunderland 
(Tyne  & Wear)  until  5th,  and  the  Serin 
Serinus  serinus  could  still  be  found  at  Wells 
(Norfolk)  until  19th.  Icterine  Warblers 
Hippolais  icterina  were  early  migrants  on  the 
Isle  of  May  on  18th  and  19th,  Portland 
(Dorset)  on  24lh  and  Minsmere  on  30th,  as 
were  Scarlet  Rosefinches  Carpodacus  erythri- 
nus  on  Fair  Isle,  with  three  between  13th  and 
21st,  and  on  the  Isle  of  May  on  17th.  A 
Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica  on  8th  and  a 
Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris  on  20th  were  both  on 
Fair  Isle  and  three  Wood  Warblers  Phyllosco- 
pus  sibilatrix  were  at  Landguard  (Suffolk)  in 
late  July,  with  one  at  Spurn  on  31st. 

Birds  of  prey 

The  mini  heatwave  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  brought  in  a few  Red-footed  Falcons 
Falco  vespertinus.  Along  the  English  south 
coast,  reports  came  from  Romney  Marsh 
(Kent),  Dungeness,  near  Brighton  (East 
Sussex)  and  from  Bishop’s  Dyke  in  the  New 
Forest  (Hampshire),  the  latter  a traditional 
locality  for  this  rarity,  all  occurring  between 
2nd  and  5th.  Others  were  seen  at  Salthouse 
(Norfolk)  on  3rd,  and  one  stayed  at  Black- 
toft until  16th.  There  was  an  encouraging 
report  of  Merlins  F.  columbarius  breeding 
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successfully  in  Orkney,  where  21  young 
were  raised  from  seven  nests.  Two  Merlins 
were  early  migrants  at  Spurn  on  31st  as  was 
a Hobby  E.  subbuteo  on  15th,  following  one  at 
Fair  Isle  on  5th.  A Peregrine  F.  peregrinus 
was  also  an  unusual  report  from  Hickling  on 
6th.  A Honey  Buzzard  Permis  apivorus  iden- 
tified from  a passing  train  on  Clapham 
Common  (London)  was  an  amusing  report 
on  31st,  following  one  on  18th  from  Tetney 
(Lincolnshire).  Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus 
were  noted  at  Sevenoaks  (’Kent)  on  8th,  and 
Coltishall  (Norfolk)  on  21st,  and  a Buzzard 
Ihiteo  buteo  was  an  unusual  sight  at  South 
Norwood  (London)  on  6th. 

Seabirds 

A few  S<x>ty  Shearwaters  Puffinus griseus  were 
reported  off  the  east  coast  of  Britain,  but  64 
at  St  Ives  (Cornwall)  on  31st  was  by  far  the 
biggest  showing.  Also  there  on  the  same  day 
was  one  Great  Shearwater  P.  gravis , while 
earlier,  on  19th,  two  had  been  seen  at  nearby 
Pendeen  Point  (Cornwall).  One  Cory’s 
Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea  flew  past  St 
Abbs  Head  (Borders)  on  29th,  and  an 
unidentified  species  of  albatross  frustrated 
observers  at  Portland  on  11th.  Of  the  five 
Long-tailed  Skuas  Slercorarius  tongicaudus  re- 
ported, one  appeared  inland  at  Blithfield 
Reservoir  (Staffordshire)  on  27th.  Pomarine 
Skuas  S.  pomarinus  were  also  reported, 
amongst  a small  movement  of  Arctic  Skuas 
S.  parasiticus  along  the  British  east  coast  later 
in  the  month.  An  unusual  concentration  of 
yellow-legged  Herring  Gulls  I.ants  argenta- 
tus,  of  undetermined  race,  was  reported  from 
Last  Tilbury  (Flssex),  where  50  had  gathered 
by  the  end  of  the  month.  Three  Ring-billed 
Gulls  /..  delawarensis  were  reported  this 
month,  and  two  Mediterranean  Gulls  /.. 
melanocepbalus  were  away  from  the  south 
coast.  Two  disturbing  reports  were  of  heavy 
chick  mortality  among  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tri- 
dactyla  on  their  breeding  cliffs  on  Fair  Isle 
and  the  Isle  of  May,  presumably  caused  by 
unseasonal  easterly  gales.  In  contrast,  a 
good  breeding  season  was  reported  for 
Arctic  Terns  Sterna  paradisaea  in  Orkney. 
Two  Caspian  Terns  .S',  caspia  could  be  found 
at  Breydon  from  4th  to  7th  and  one  Whis- 
kered Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus  remained  at 
Pentney  Gravel-pit  (Norfolk)  on  1st.  From 
Fair  Isle,  another  disturbing  report  was  of 
high  mortality  among  Black  Guillemots 
Cepphus  gr\’lle  between  13th  and  18th.  A 
vagrant  of  this  species  was  seen  at  Cley  on 
20th. 


Recent  reports 

White-billed  Diver  (lavia  adamsii  Summer- 
plumaged  adult  Flamborough  (Humber- 
side), 29th  September  to  4th  October. 
Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  melano- 
phiis  Filey  (North  Yorkshire),  11th  October. 
Albatross  Diomedea  Cley  (Norfolk),  11th 
October. 

Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  Cley,  10th 
October. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  St  Agnes 
(Scilly),  2nd-6th  October. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  Cape 
Clear  Island  (Co.  Cork),  7th  October. 

South  Polar  Skua  Slercorarius  macconnicki  St 
Ives  (Cornwall),  10th  October. 
Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  Fair  Isle, 
2nd-3rd,  7th-9th  October;  Blakeney  Point 
(Norfolk),  2nd  October. 

Thrush  Nightingale  l.uscinia  luscinia  St 
Mary’s,  11th  October. 

Wood  Thrush  Hylocichla  mustelina  St  Agnes. 
7th  October,  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Swainson’s  Thrush  Calhams  ushdatus  Cot 
Valley  (Cornwall),  11th  October. 
Eye-browed  Thrush  Turdus  obscums  fair 
Isle,  7th- 1 1 th  October. 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  Tyning- 
hame  (Lothian),  1st  October;  St  Agnes,  2nd- 
10th  October. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus  Sum- 
burgh  (Shetland),  3rd  October;  Church  Nor- 
ton (West  Sussex),  11th  October. 

Radde’s  Warbler  P.  schwarzi  Spurn,  three; 
1st,  6th,  1 1th  October;  Fair  Isle,  2nd  Octo- 
ber; Wells  (Norfolk),  2nd  October. 

Dusky  Warbler  P.  fuscatus  Blakeney  Point, 
4th  October. 

Bonelli’s  Warbler  P.  bonelti  St  Man's,  8th- 
10th  October. 

Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus  St  Man's, 
9th-  11th  October;  Nanquidno  (Cornwall), 
9th  October;  St  Agnes.  9th- 10th  October; 
Prawle  (Devon),  11th  October. 

Philadelphia  Vireo  F.  philadelphicus  Fresco, 
10th- 1 1th  October. 

Black-and-white  Warbler  Mniotilta  varia 
Prawle,  8th- 1 1th  October. 

Savannah  Sparrow  Ammodramus  sandwichensis 
Fair  Isle,  30th  September. 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  Fair  Isle, 
1 1 th  October. 

Little  Bunting  E.  pusilla  Tresco,  1 1th  Octo- 
ber. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovi- 
cianus  Cape  Clear  Island.  7th- 1 0th  October; 
Tresco,  9th- 1 1 th  October;  Pleinmont, 
Jersey,  10th  October. 


Monthly  marathon 

That  very'  ruffled,  very  thick-billed  passerine.set 
as  the  poser  in  photograph  number  4 {Brit. 

Birds  80:  400,  plate  194)  caused  rather  more 
problems  than  we  expected.  It  was  identified  as: 

Rock  Sparrow  Petronia petronia  (63%) 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovirianus  ( 1 8%) 

H ouse  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus  ( 1 3%) 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes  (2%) 

with  a few  entrants  naming  it  as  Thick-billed  Lark  Rhamphocoris  clotbey.  Corn  Bunting 
Miliaria  calandra.  Black-headed  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  melanocephalus  or  Bobolink  Dolichonyx 
oryzivorus. 

The  majority  view  was,  in  this  case,  correct:  the  Rock  Sparrow  wafs 
photographed  in  the  USSR  by  K.  A.  Judin. 

After  the  first  three  photographs,  this  second  ‘Monthly  marathon' 
competition  had  86  joint  leaders,  all  of  whom  had  correctly  identified  all 
three.  Now,  the  Rock  Sparrow  has  whittled  this  leading  group  down  to  42, 
with  a further  12  entrants  with  three-in-a-row  correct.  It  is,  however,  still 
worth  entering  the  competition  each  month,  for  all  of  the  current  leaders 
may  fail  at  some  future  hurdle  in  this  quest  for  a ten-in-a-row  sequence, 
which  w ill  give  the  winner  a choice  of  a SUNBIRD  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia 
or  North  America. 

302.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  7.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  ndes  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 

December  1987 
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The  original  outdoor 
wear  from  NewZealand 


100%  pure  wool,  shrugs  off  rain,  wind  and  cold, 
yet  breathes  like  no  other  clothing. 

Send  now  for  our  brochure. 

DENE  WE  AR  d*.  bb 

Inpark,  Cattistock,  Dorchester,  Dorset  Telephone  093  586  638 

1)251 
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heron  optical 


v 

$$$$*** 


For  a great  deal  on  binoculars  and  telescopes  — 
look  no  further  than  Heron  Optical. 

We  offer  a wide  choice  with  something  to  suit 
everyone  from  pocket  sized  monoculars  to  full 
specification  telescopes. 

There’s  a range  of  prices  too,  from  the  popular, 
budget  priced  Heron  models  to  the  more  lavish  Carl 
Zeiss  etc. 

Full  details  can  be  found  in  our  FREE  illustrated 


Heron  catalogue. 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x4OBGA)  £185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT 

(Rubber  Armoured/Close  Focus)  Phone! 

Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60)  Zoom  £1 99.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


And  Remember  — We  also  stock  Barbour  clothing, 
ideal  for  birdwatching,  country  walking,  etc. 


Ranked  “EXCELLENT” 
by  British  Birds 


India:  Bharatpur  & Rajasthan 

Yugoslavia:  The  Danube 
Kenya:  The  Bird  Safari 

Israel:  Eilat  Migration 

Cyprus  in  Spring 
Portugal  & Spain 
Coto  Donana  & 
Andalucia 
Flevoland  & Handers 
Algarve  & Alentejo 
Norfolk,  France  & Southern  Spain 
Winter  Weekends. 


Lattenden’s  Farm  , Ashburnham, 
Battle,  E.  Sussex  Tel:  (0323)  833245 

(D241 ) 


1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 


We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  special- 
ists operating  lours  throughout  the 
season  in  these  countries.  We  offer 
exclusive  small  group  tours. 

SPRING  — MAY/JUNE 

Central  ■ Southern  • Eastern  Turkey 

SUMMER  — AUGUST 

North-West  Turkey  • Greece 

— SEPTEMBER 

Cappadoica  & Lakes  • Bosphorous 
Migration 

Combined  Interest  Tours  for  Birds, 
Butterflies  and  Flowers.  Early  May  in 
West  and  early  June  in  East  Turkey. 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

In  conjunction  with  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

(D257) 
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FOCALPOINT 

Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  held,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compacl  lightweight  design1 
As  used  by  bolh  principals  ol  Focalpomt 
and  many  thousands  ol  discerning  birders 
throughout  Ihe  world 

£ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8x40  BA  469 

7x42  BA  469 

8x32  BA  429 

10x25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  30 

Case  (Miniatures)  13 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  « 

TSN-2  (straight) 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  ^ 

TSN-4  (str  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  C 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  o 

TS7  (45°)  -s 

TS9  (20  x 50)  ■* 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
Irom  stock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149 
Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  lor  Ihe  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 
ihe  body,  alt  eyepieces,  cases,  etc.  are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR  Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1600. 


BIRDGUIDES  TO  VENEZUELA 

See  some  of  S.  America's  finest 
species  in  comfort  & ease.  March 
1988  £1099. 


NEW!  superb  SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA  TSN  & TS 
(trade  enquiries  welcome) 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 
Also  Nikon  long  toms  to  order 
at  unbeatable  prices! 


OPTOLYTH  OPTICRON 

Full  range  available 


ADLERSCOPE  80  - ASK 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshail  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D253) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-5  30 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  9 30-4  00 


MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


fF/ust flee  fieFd 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field'. 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945.  (D204) 
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CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 


u 

n 


LTD. 


of  BIRMINGHAM 


Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME— VISA— NOW  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 
HARTMAN  WEZLAR  QUALITY  BINOCULARS 

Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 


11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 
Tel:  021-236  7211. 


(D135) 


Cygnus  Wildlife 


Escorted  birdwatching  holidays  to 
over  20  world-wide  destinations 

1988  programme  includes  Sri 
Lanka,  India,  Thailand,  Venezuela, 
Jordan,  Texas,  Cyprus,  Soviet  Asia 
& Siberia,  Hungary,  Neusiedl  & 
Camargue 

For  further  details  of  all  1988 
holidays  contact: 


NEW!  from  SUNBIRD  . . . 


SUNBIRDER 

Birding  package  holidays 


PIT  ST  Birdwatcher’s 
LilJjnl  Paradise,  Israel 


£298  days  £398  days 

March  9-16/16-23  March  9-23  1988 
flights  from  Gatwick  0 4 star  hotel  B&B 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE 
HOLIDAYS 
96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
Devon  TQ7  1PY 
Tel:  0548  6178 


• low  car-hire  rates  0 evening  meetings  and 
log-call  with  Peter  Grant  and  Killian  Mullar- 
ney  0 trip  pack  with  maps  and  information  0 
ideal  for  group  sharing  car  hire  0 optional 
field  excursions,  including  transport  0 optio- 
nal N.  Israel  tour  with  David  Fisher  23-30 
March 

Further  details  and  booking  form: 

SUNBIRD  (Eilat)  Box  76, 
Sandy,  Beds  S019  IDF 
Tel:  0767  82969  #rvM0 
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VIEWING* 

Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 
Jljf  .kl  ^ 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Wide  range - 
Top  quality-  o 
Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices! 


Open  Mon  Sat  10am  — 5pm 
MAIL  ORDER  FREE  E&OE 


Church  Lane,  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501  ^ 


Enjoy  a Winter  Weekend  at 

DAWLISH  WARREN, 
SOUTH  DEVON 

22-24  January,  1988 

A chance  for  a weekend  of  guided  bird 
study  at  the  extensive  Nature  Reserve 
featured  on  BBC  Telmsion's  ‘ Bird  Hatch’, 
plus  the  River  Exe  Estuary. 

Residential  accommodation  at  the  3- 
star  I.angstone  Cliff  Hotel.  Arrive  Fri- 
day, leave  late  afternoon  Sunday.  Illus- 
trated talk  on  Friday  evening.  Cost: 
£68.00  per  person  inclusive  Friday- 
Sunday.  Extra  day  available  at  hotel  if 
required. 

Full  details  available  from: 

Teignbridge  District  Council 
Recreation  and  Tourism  Department 
Forde  House 
NEWTON  ABBOT 
Devon  TQ12  4XX 

Or  telephone  Mrs  Dunn  (0626)  61101.  (D'255 


LET  OUR  EXPERT  BIRDERS  GUIDE  YOUR  NEXT 

uing.  BIRDING  TOUR  to 

S NORTH  AMERICA 

* o 


1988 

TOURS  INCLUDE! 


• The  Pacific  Northwest  - sight  hundreds  of  Bald 
Eagles,  Trumpeter  and  Tundra  Swans,  and  Snow 
Geese.  January  13  - 17. 

• Florida  Spring  Migration  • witness  a rain  of  spring 
arrivals  on  the  Ory  Tortugas  islands  and  bird  the 
Everglades.  April  24  - May  2. 

• Central  British  Columbia  - bird  one  of  B.C.'s 
premier  birding  areas  during  spring  migration 
June  3 • 9. 

• Hummingbirds  of  Arizona  • see  up  to  fifteen  exotic 
hummers  and  other  dry  country  species  including 
many  raptors  July  2-12 

• California  Pelagic  Birding  - spot  many  pelagic 
species  plus  Blue  Whales.  October  8-14 

For  Brochure  and  Itineraries  Contact: 
HUMMINGBIRD  NATURE  TOURS 
1 3738  - 232nd  Street 
Maple  Ridge,  B C.  Canada  V2X  7E7 

(604)467-9219  D248 


xix 


'698) 


HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 
ENGLAND 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
•Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  VVestleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  06683  336.  (BB206) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM 
from  £35.  Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on 
(0262)850284.  ' (BB48) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  33 1 1 5.  (BB272) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  072022513.  (BB128) 

MOUSEHOLE.  Small  friendly  guest  house.  Sea 
views,  near  harbour  and  coastal  paths,  quiet 
location.  Bed  and  breakfast.  Phone  Moira 
Palmer  between  6-7  pm.  Tel:  (0736)  731501- 
731757.  (BB306) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  064.3  862475.  (BB305) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB287) 

NORTH  NORFOLK  COAST.  Mundesley. 
Overcliff  Lodge.  Centrally  heated,  comfortable, 
good  food.  £13  BB&D.  Tel:  026.3  720016. 

(BB289) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y8BD.  Tel:  01  -638 9968.  (BB303) 


OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9.?H.  Tel:  Tipper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  Farmhouse  s/c.  2 
Bedrooms:  Sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  Linen  provided,  1!4  miles  to  coast.  From 
£70  p.w.  Brochure  0736  87 1242.  (BB301) 

CLEY  5 MILES.  Lawns  Hotel,  Holt,  2 day 
bargain  breaks.  B&B  and  4 course  dinner  from 
£34  per  person.  Tel:  0263  7 13390.  (BB300) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB962) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly- 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB236) 

BLAKENEY  -we  offer  comfort,  wamith,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB147) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc.,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.BB.  Charming 
self  catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Mann  Inn,  Fownhope,  Here- 
ford. Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB264) 

MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all 
birding  areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland. 
Tea/coffee  faci  lities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner. 
Also  self-catering  cottage.  Telephone  Dere- 
ham (0362)  820665.  (BB318) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB329) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB3I2) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 

( )peti  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 
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ULLSWATER,  Hartsop,  spacious  modernised 
self-catering  apartment  in  17th  century  cottage. 
Sinclair,  Hartsop,  Patterdale,  Cumbria,  085-32 
438.  (BB339) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&G.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB359) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)265.  (BB347) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ' (BB360) 

SCOTLAND 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA6I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle.  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species 
in  the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the 
island.  Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year- 
round.  Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one 
cottage  to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  Lor 
terms  apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802 
421.  (BB140) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  Tel:  Turner  0496  2140. 

(BB322) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB233) 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge.  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 


17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith.  Old  Kilns, 
Howie  Hill.  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB332) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  it  Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB334) 

WALES 

HEART  OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird  re- 
serves, stamp  for  brochure.  Lower-Gwestydd. 
Newtown,  Powys  SY 16  3 AY.  ( BB271 ) 

TREGARON  farmhouse  accommodation  in 
the  heart  of  red  kite  country.  Breathtaking  views 
over  National  Nature  Reserve,  excellent  food, 
moderate  rates.  Mrs  M.  Cutter,  ‘Neuaddlas’, 
Tregaron,  Dy fed. Tel:  097  44  380.  ( BB2 1 4) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  'High- 
ground'  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB319) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale.  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £7.  Em,  £3.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight. 
097  44637.  (BB349) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Residential  centre,  ideal 
for  Club  or  Group  held  trips.  Local  information 
and  advice.  Ian  W right,  Outdoor  Alternative. 
Rhoscolyn,  Holyhead  LI.65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407 
860469.  (BB352) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby  Tel: 
064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres  near  National 
Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26  bedrooms  most 
en-suite.  6 with  self-catering  terms.  Licensed 
restaurant.  Central  heating.  (BB46) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  ( BB203) 
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OVERSEAS 

VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  planning 
to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get  where 
the  birds  are.  Join  us  on  a day’s  cruise  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now! 
Full  details  Osyris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  110, 
Gibraltar  (Tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 

CAMARGUE,  SOUTH  OF  FRANCE.  Cottage 
on  farm  and  house  in  village.  Rogers  Mas 
d’Auphan.  Le  Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90989041  or  0327  842770.  (BB356) 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BB346) 


BIRD  1 t '4  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgeable 
Tuition  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells,  Norfolk 
NR23  1DH.  Fakenham  710556.  (BB270) 

AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding.  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QLD  4872. 

(BB284) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
DyfedSA6  1 INF.  (BB114) 

BOURNEMOUTH  FAMILY  HOTEL  oilers 
birdwatching  weekends  £35  p.p.  BB  & EM.  Villa 
Park  Hotel,  5 Spencer  Road.  Tel:  (0202) 
24528.  (BB295) 

UNINHABITED  ISLANDS.  Live  for  a few 
Autumn/Spring  days  on  a little  uninhabited 
olTshore  island  near  Mull.  Cosy  house,  lovely 
food,  like-minded  company.  Free  inclusive  daily 
boat  explorations  to  nearby  islands  like  Garvel- 
lach  (SSSI),  Lunga  (whirlpool),  Belnahua  (Ghost 
Village).  Otters,  deer,  seals,  migrant  birds,  in 
magnificent  locations.  Details,  Josephine  Gan- 
non (B),  Easdale  Island,  Oban  PA34  4RF.  Tel: 
08523  472.  (BB292) 

BIRDTOUR  PERU  delightfully  blending  wild- 
life, Inca  culture,  good  photography  and  relaxa- 
tion. Fully  escorted  all  inclusive,  19  days.  The 
Travel  Shop,  20  Mercer  Row,  Louth,  Lines  LN 1 1 
9JQ  for  details.  (BB323) 

Algarve  Birdwatching  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom,  flights 
etc.  arranged. 

Telephone  0602  412024  for  details.  (BB315) 


SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Dohana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Callinule,  Eagle  Owl,  black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721 3. 

(BB253) 

THE  GOLDEN  VALLEY.  Country  Guest 
House,  ever\-  comfort,  c.h.,  log  fires,  emphasis  on 
good  home  cooking.  Licensed,  15  miles  from 
Hereford,  5 miles  Hay  & Black  Mountains. 
Fabulous  walking  country.  Watch  the  Buzzards 
from  your  bedroom  window.  Open  for  Christ- 
mas and  Easter.  Crossway  House,  Dorstone.  Tel: 
(09816)  44  F.  (BB344) 

Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064(BB298) 

COTO  DONANA.  Ed  Mackrill  THE  local 
expert  will  again  be  running  daily  birdwatching 
trips  into  the  Marismas  March-May  1988.  All 
the  local  specialities  virtually  guaranteed.  Book- 
ing advised.  Welton,  Spilsby,  Lines  PE23 
5SY.  (BB342) 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony.  ua  , 

For  information  on  travel /accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


Winter  Birding  Breaks 

Jan  Lake  lchkeul&  Tunisian  desert  £425 

Feb  Wintering  geese  & waders  on  Dutch  coast  £195 
Feb  Wildfowl  & waders  in  Wexford  t b a 

Feb  Marrakesh  & Oued  Massa  (Morocco)  £345 

Mar  Cranes,  Sea  Eagles  & woodpeckers 

in  N.  France  £215 

Amongst  other  new  1988  holidays  are  Norwegian  coast  to 
the  North  Cape  (June),  SW  Ireland  with  pelagic  trip  (Sept) 
and  a £1 10  special  N.Sea  Seawatch  with  2 days 
birding  on  the  Danish  coast  (Oct) 

— all  with  Peter  Harrison. 

BRA  NT  A' Holidays 

Branta  Travel  Ltd 

1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 
01-229  7231  (or  01 -639  1257  evenings) 
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GALLOWAY  BIRDS 

\\  inter  weekend  breaks  in  the  best 
hirdwatching  areas  in  SW  Scotland: 
thousands  of  Geese, 

Ducks  and  Waders,  plus  Golden  Eagle, 
Peregrine.  Hen  Harrier  and  many  others. 
Brochure/  reservations: 

Hawker,  Windywalls, 
Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Castle  Douglas. 

Tel:  05574  249  (B 13293) 
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Bird-watching/ 
nature  holidays  in 
DOMINICA 

Unspoilt  bird-watchers'  paradise 
jn  the  Caribbean  Virgin  rainforest 
exotic  flora/  fauna,  healing  mineral 
springs,  spectacular  scenery 

J Join  our  1 2 dav.  fully-comprehensive. 
nature/cultural  tours  led  by  local 
ornithologists  First  class,  full-board 
accommodation  Croup  restricted  to  1 2 
people  Price  £1,600  Tours  at  Carnival  (Feb  _ 
8-22,1 988),  Easter  (Mar  28-Apr  1 0 1 988),  S' 
July  11-25,1988  and  August  1-15, 1988  A 

inquiries  to  Frigate  Tours  8 Saxon  Road,  £ 
Wheathampstead.  Herts  AL4  8NY,  England 


CRUISES 


1988  WILSON’S  TRIANGLE  VOYAGES: 

The  eight  1987  August  voyages  clocked  up  69 
Wilson’s  Petrels,  875  Great  Shearwaters,  I South 
Polar  Skua  and  I Little  Shearwater. 

Book  now  for  part  of  the  19899  action  aboard  the 

‘Chalice’.  Call  Carol  Harrison  0736  871564. 

(BB340) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  Safaris  India: 
12  March,  3-weeks.  Lodge-based,  £1595  visiting. 
Corbett  NP,  Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve. 
Bharatpur  Bird  Sanctuary.  ADVENTURE 
AGENCY,  The  Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire. 
(0672-20569.)  (BB333) 


TANZANIA  — trips  in  January  (Serengeti, 
Lake  Victoria,  & Rubondo  Island)  and  Septem- 
ber; ETHIOPIA  — Eebruary,  under  £1000;  also 
France  in  February,  March,  and  June,  Zaire/ 
Rwanda  (August)  and  Sweden  (August/ 
September).  Also  wide  range  of  trips  in  Scotland 
and  the  Islands,  April-October  1988,  plus 
Christmas  (1987)  in  the  Highlands.  Send  stamp: 
Caledonian  Wildlife,  30  Culduthel  Road,  Inver- 
ness IV2  4AP,  or  call:  0463  233 1 30.  (BB345) 


PROPERTY  FOR  SALE 


HICKLING,  NORFOLK 

A unique  setting  beside  the  Broad  in  a 
National  Nature  Reserve.  A thatched  Bun- 
galow with  2 reception,  conservators,  2 
bedrooms,  kitchen.  Wet  Boat  House  with 
access  to  the  Broad  and  a garage. 

( fliers  in  excess  of  £65,000.  Freehold. 

Francis  Horner  & Son.  Old  Bank  of 
England  Court,  Queen  Street,  Norwich 
NR2  4TA.  Tel.  (0603)  629871.  (BB343) 


BIRD  REPORTS 

CAITHNESS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  £2.30 

inclusive  P&P  from  E.  Maughan,  ‘Burnside’. 
Harbour  Road,  Reay,  Thurso,  Caithness  KW  14 
7RG.  (BB297) 

“BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1986”.  £3  post  free 
from  Stan  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road.  St 
Oolumb  Major,  Cornwall  TR06RW.  (BB308) 

1985  KENT  BIRD  REPORTS.  £3  each,  post 
paid  from  P.  G.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches.  New 
Barn.  I .ongfield.  Kent  l)A3  7NI).  I BB 336) 

“BIRDS  OF  CHRISTCHURCH  HARBOUR 
1986”,  £2.30  inc.  p&p.  P.  Morrison.  33  Minteme 
Road,  ( ihristchurch,  Dorset.  ( BB337) 

HAMPSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1986  edition 
now  available  £2.75  (1985  £2.25.  1981  £1.25). 
Also  many  back  numbers  to  I960  available  at 
7.5p.  All  [trices  include  postage.  Chris  Lovett. 
Sales  Ofhcer,  Hos  Teal  Cottage.  Salisbury 
Lane.  Over  Wallop,  Stockhridge,  Hants.  SO20 
till  BRA  1 1 

BIRDS  OF  PREY.  Bulletin  No.  3 of  the  ICBP 
World  Working  Group  on  Birds  of  Prey  compri- 
ses 31  original  raptor  reports  and  studies  world- 
wide, including  Central  and  South  America. 
Europe.  Bangladesh.  Vietnam.  Morocco.  211 
pages.  £9.00  post  free.  Orders  with  remittance  to 
WWGBP,  15  Bolton  Gdns.  London  SW  5 
0AL.  (BB351) 


BOOKS 


‘BIRD  BOOKS'.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briam  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane.  Kelsall. 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ON).  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 
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HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London  \ leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Isler:  The  Tanagers.  HB  £65.00.  Mails  & Jarvis: 
Birds  of  Singapore.  HB  £13.00.  De  Chamerlat: 
Falconry  and  Art.  HB  £45.00.  Fuller:  Extinct  Birds. 
HB  £20.00. 

ICBP.  BTO,  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP. 

01-734  I 150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

(BB33I) 

SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  history  and  country  life/sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby 
Ravensworth,  Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP. 
Tel:  09315-282.  (BB288) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary’s  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 
Berks.  RG7  3UE.  (BB358) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  8 12940.  (BBI  13) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS-  for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew1  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB290) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB291) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

238  Ryebank  Road,  Chorlton, 

Manchester  M21  1LU.  fC 

Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours)  S 

co 

Christmas  orders  now  being  taken.  so 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  ...  ’ series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Cannargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North  West 
Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3  Vic- 
toria Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB 121) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

( )\  er  8(44)  titles  in  stock  ( 1 red  it  ( lards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop.  SOC.  21  Regent  Terrace. 
Kdinburgh  KH7  .">BT.  Tel:  08 1 -.)’>(>  (>042  (24  hours) 

(BBI  90) 


FOR  SALE 

BIRDS  IN  OIL.  Y our  favourite  photographs/ 
slides  hand  painted  in  all  the  beauty  of  oils. 
Animals,  portraits,  etc.  Lifelike  reproduction 
with  realistic  prices.  Free  details,  Macroyd  Arts, 
(BB)  18  Greyfriars,  Wybers  Wood,  Grimsby, 
South  Humberside  DN37 9QT.  (BB69) 

CORNER  HOUSE  NESTS.  Perfect  present  for 
ornithologists  and  ringers:  Artificial  house  mar- 
tin nests  in  papier  mache,  realistic,  safe,  sparrow- 
resistant,  removable  for  ringing  of  pulli.  Encour- 
age birds  away  from  doors  and  windows.  Nests 
reusable  year  after  year.  Supplied  with  screws 
and  instructions.  Send  £15  per  pair  including 
p&p  to  Helen  Cavanagh,  Corner  House,  Holles- 
ley,  Woodbridge,  Suffolk  IP  12  3RH.  (BB324) 

BIRDS  ON  GLASS.  Your  favourite  bird,  or 
indeed  any  subject!  Superbly  hand-engraved  on 
glass.  Ideal  gifts  for  Christmas,  Birthdays,  Wed- 
dings, etc.  100%  satisfaction  — - or  your  money 
back.  Free  details:  Ferndale  Fine  Art  (Dept  B),  8 
Welcome  Cottages,  Slines  Oak  Road,  Wolding- 
ham,  Surrey  CR3  7EB.  (BB294) 

BANNERMANS  Birds  of  the  B.  Isles.  12  Vols. 
Offers  to  03943  75 16.  (BB320) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  volu- 
mes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides.  SAE 
to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  I.yonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB321) 

12  TRIPODS,  some  with  universal  head  suit- 
able for  binocular  or  telescope.  Telephone  01- 
622  1817.  (BB355) 

LF.ITZ  10  x 10B  1 rinovids  Close  Focus.  Almost 
as  new . £.300  o.n.o.  (0705)  598686.  (BB338) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1980-84  unbound.  Offers  for 
set.  Tel:  0943  608370.  (BB327) 

COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  An  ideal 
gift.  Leaflet  and  sample:  P and  G Taylor,  PO 
Box  87,  Maidstone,  Kent  ME15  SLY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB350) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BAC.KN UMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 


WANTED 


BWP  vols.  1-4,  I pa\  ± £155.  \lso  wanted:  BB 
Sep.  Index  to  vols.  1-12  (good  price).  M.  ).  Swart, 
Raai  186.  Drachten,  Holland.  (BB335) 
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OPTOLYTH 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolvth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 
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5 1 5 Editorial  changes 

516  Report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1986  Michael  J.  Rogers 
and  the  Rarities  Committee 

572  Product  reports  Mitylite  Submersible  Torch  Dr  Mark  Boyd 
572  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Notes 

572  Kestrel  taking  small  tortoiseshell  butterflies  S.J.  Hayhow 

573  Coot  feeding  on  Black-headed  Gull  droppings  A.  S.  Boot 

573  VVhimbrel  apparently  wing-oiling  Nigel  Tucker  and  the  late  Laurel  Tucker 

573  Wing-oiling  by  birds  Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons 

575  Gulls  feeding  near  humpback  whale  Dr  Philip  Perry 

577  Arctic  Tern  parasitised  by  duck  leech  Norman  Cobley 

577  Fourteen  House  Martins  dead  in  one  nest  Peter  Wilkinson 

577  Dipper  diving  in  deep  w'ater  R.  D.  Murray 

578  Prey-catching  techniques  of  Blue  Rock  Thrush  Manuel  Rodriguez  de  los  Santos, 

M.  Cuadrado  and  A.  Castellano 

578  Willow  Warbler  with  temporarily  aberrant  song  David  Norman 

Letters 

578  Yellow-browed  Warblers  of  the  race  humei  in  Europe  M.  S.  Chapman 
580  More  about  Phylloscopus  taxonomy  Lars  Svensson 

582  ‘Points  of  view’  G.  Moyser,  J.  G.  Beliak,  John  Bryant 

583  ‘Bird-days’  John  Dean 

Announcements 

583  Avoid  cheap  imitations 

583  New  address  for  BBRC 

584  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 
584  IOC  date  change 
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IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS  NATURE  RESERVE 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  a new  customer  facility  at  the  Herts  & Middx  Nature  Reserve  at  Lemsford  Spnngs  near  Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Herts,  on  the  dates  below  customers  are  invited  to  visit  the  Reserve  to  compare  and  purchase  quality  optical  equipment  and  discuss  their 
individual  requirements  with  our  expenenced  technical  staff  , , . ....  ^ J . 

From  a comfortable  pnvate  hide  customers  can  expect  good  views  of  Green-Sandpiper,  Snipe.  Kingfisher  and  Water  Fowl  A woodland  walk 
can  also  offer  a vanety  of  other  species  including  Woodpeckers,  Siskin  etc 

Some  items  are  available  for  field  testing  Please  phone  or  write  to  in  focus  for  further  information  and  directions 
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36  Exchange  Street  East,  Liverpool  L2  3PT 
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STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
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Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945.  (D204) 


John  Coons  Jan  Erik  Pierson  John  Rowlett 
Rose  Ann  Rowlett  Bret  Whitney 

field  guides 

INCORPORATED 

Excellence  in  birding  tours  worldwide 


Our  program  of  over  60  carefully  planned  birding  tours  includes  many 
of  the  best  destinations  in  the  New  World  tropics.  With  years  of  experi- 
ence from  Mexico  to  southern  Chile,  our  leaders  make  every  effort  to  pro- 
vide each  participant  with  memorable  views  of  the  endemics,  rarities, 
and  behaviorally  interesting  birds  of  each  area. 


Our  1988  Neotropical 
tours  include: 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Colima  & Jalisco 
(Mexico) 

Costa  Rica 
Darien,  Panama 
Dominican  Republic 
Ecuador 

Explorer's  Inn/Paracas/ 
Machu  Picchu 
Galapagos 

Guatemalan  Highlands 
Jamaica 

Manu  National  Park 
(Peru) 

Panama 

Peruvian  Amazon:  Iquitos 
Puerto  Rico 
Southeastern  Brazil 
Tikal  / Belize 
Trinidad  & Tobago 
Venezuela 
Venezuela  Short 
Venezuelan  Tepuis 
Yucatan  / Palenque/ 
Cozumel 


Peruvian  Recurvebill 


Let  our  field  guides  bring  yours  to  life. 

For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  1988  tour  catalog,  contact: 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
(512)  327-4953 


(D261) 
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‘The  Famous  Grouse’ 
Christmas  Whisky  Puzzle 

Devised  and  drawn  by  Bryan  Bland 


Sponsored  by 


Following  a meeting  at  Blunham,  some  of  our  rare  men  headed  east  for  a spot  of 
birding  on  a Norfolk  heath.  One  of  them,  in  the  light  of  an  earlier  discussion 
while  watching  Linnets  feeding  in  Tim  Sharrock’s  Garden,  was  struck  by  the 
amazing  series  of  coincidences  in  this  upper  scene,  only  to  be  told  that,  in  one 
respect  at  least,  he  was  showing  his  age. 


1.  What  were  the  coincidences?  2.  What  was  his  mistake?  3.  Why  did  a passing 
ornithologically  erudite  policeman  call  on  BB' s Managing  Editor  and  ask  him  to  help  the 
police  with  their  enquiries?  4.  Why  did  another  member  of  the  group  think  the  subsequent 
(lower)  scene  nearby  even  more  against  the  odds?  5.  What  was  his  odd-bird-out?  6.  How 
many  similar  species  could  he  have  seen  in  Norfolk  this  year?  7.  What  is  the  minimum 
number  of  out-of-county  day  trips  he  would  have  to  have  made  since  1967  to  complete  the 
list?  8.  What  species  would  have  been  suspect?  9.  Where  would  he  have  celebrated  with  a 
bottle  of  The  Famous  Grouse ? 10.  Why? 

The  first  three  correct  answers  drawn  on  15th  January  1988  will  receive  a bottle 
of  The  Famous  Grouse  Scotch  whisky,  donated  by  Matthew  Gloag  & Son  Ltd. 
Send  your  answers,  on  a postcard,  to  ‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christmas  Whisky  Puzzle , Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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Field  identification  of  Radde’s 
and  Dusky  Warblers 


S.  C.  Madge 

Illustrated  by  Richard  Grimmett 

nr'he  paper  by  Johns  & Wallace  (Brit.  Birds  65:  497-501;  reprinted  in 
Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  1980,  pages  120-125)  admirably  summa- 
rised the  field  criteria  for  separating  these  two  superficially  similar  vagrant 
Phylloscopus  warblers.  A few  recent  claims  which  have  circulated  the 
Rarities  Committee  have  indicated,  however,  that  confusion  still  persists, 
and  mistakes  have  been  made  even  with  birds  in  the  hand. 

Although  basically  very  similar  in  general  plumage  colour  and  pattern, 
rather  skulking  behaviour  and  vocally  (except  for  songs),  their  individual 
structures  are  noticeably  different.  Observers  having  seen  neither  species 
before,  however,  would  be  at  a disadvantage  when  trying  to  identify  a 
drab,  ‘chakking'  Phylloscopus  with  a strong  supercilium.  Trapping  does  not 
seem  to  ease  the  situation  in  all  cases,  as  basic  biometrics  and  wing 
formulae  are  very'  similar.  The  most  useful  measurements  to  take  are  the 
depth  and  width  of  the  bill  (see  below).  A very  olive-and-yellow  bird  is 
certainly  a Radde’s  Warbler  P.  schwarzi,  and  such  birds  are  most  likely 
first-winters  in  fresh  plumage.  Brown-and-buff  Radde’s  (possibly  always 
adults)  could  also  turn  up,  however,  and  are  more  likely  to  be  confused 
with  Dusky  Warbler  P.  fuscatus. 


[lint.  Birds  80:  595-603,  December  1987] 
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Table  1.  Comparisons  betw  een  Radde’s  Phylloscopus  schwarzi  and  Dusky  Warblers  P.  fuscalus 
Radde’s  Warbler  Dusky  Warbler 


Bil  l.  SHAPE 

Always  relatively  deep-based  and  appearing  Always  fine  and  weak,  although  perhaps  a 
quite  stout  for  the  genus,  sometimes  recall-  little  bulkier  than  ChiffchafTs,  but  basically 
ing  that  of  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin.  recalling  that  species  in  structure.  Tip 

Fairly  marked  variation,  w hich  not  clearly  formed  by  gentle  tapering  of  mandibles.  Not 

understood,  but  first-year  birds  tend  to  be  noticeably  deep  at  base, 
weaker-billed  than  adults.  Tip  formed  by 
gentle  curve  of  culmen,  enhancing  rather 
deep-based  look. 


Bil  l,  dimensions  (at  proximal  edge  of  nostril) 
Depth:  3. 2-3.9  mm. 

Width:  3. 5-4.4  mm. 

BIT .1 . COLOUR 

Predominantly  pale  in  field.  Fleshy-yellow 
or  fleshy-orange,  with  horn-brown  culmen 
and  sometimes  subterminal  shade  to  lower 
mandible;  frequently  whole  lower  mandible 
pale. 

SUPF.RCII.IUM 

Prominent  and  very'  long,  tapering  towards 
rear  and  broadest  above  and  in  front  of  eye. 
Always  clean  and  well-marked,  sometimes 
bright  sulphur-yellow,  but  often  clear  whit- 
ish. Warm  buff  before  eye.  Darker  shade  on 
sides  of  crown  immediately  above  super- 
cilium  often  apparent.  Dark  eye-stripe  ob- 
vious, but  rather  ill-defined  between  eye  and 
bill. 

GREEN  & YF.I.I.OVV  IN  PLUMAGE 
Frequently  extensive  on  first-winters. 


GENERAL  APPEARANCE 

Relatively  larger-headed,  longer-bodied  and 
longer-tailed  than  either  ChiflchafT or  Dusky 
Warbler.  Longish  body  and  short  wings 
combine  to  give  distinctly  long-reared 
appearance.  Behaviour  and  habits  very 
much  as  Dusky,  but  far  less  inclined  to  feed 
in  canopy,  preferring  to  keep  close  to 
ground  (as  does  Dusky  of  course).  Move- 
ments rather  heavier  and  more  lumbering 
through  cover  in  comparison  with  Dusky 
Warbler’s  progression,  which  recalls  Wren 
Troglodytes  troglodytes. 


Depth:  2. 3-2. 9 mm. 
Width:  2. 5-3. 4 mm. 


Predominantly  dark  in  field.  Dark  horn- 
brown  upper  mandible  and  terminal  third  of 
lower  mandible;  basal  area  of  lower  mandi- 
ble, and  often  cutting  edges  of  upper,  fleshy- 
yellow. 


Less  obvious  than  on  Radde’s,  being  very 
much  same  colour  as  underparts.  Never 
yellow,  and  usually  rusty-buff  behind  eye 
(not  in  front),  but  sometimes  wholly  dull 
whitish.  Narrower  than  on  Radde’s,  and  not 
extending  so  far  towards  nape;  widest 
above,  and  a little  behind,  eye.  Not  obvious- 
ly darker  on  sides  of  crown.  Dark  eye-stripe 
reasonably  obvious  throughout  its  length. 


Some  first-winters  show  weak  olive  tone  on 
upperparts,  and  are  washed  very'  pale  yellow 
on  belly,  but  not  strongly  enough  to  be 
noticed  in  field,  only  in  hand. 


Recalls  ChifTchafT,  but  shorter  wings  some- 
times give  slightly  longer  appearance  to  rear 
body.  Posture  rather  hunched  and  neckless 
as  bird  hops  through  undergrowth,  calling, 
with  drooped  wings  and  slightly  elevated 
tail.  Sometimes  feeds  quite  high  in  canopy, 
working  its  way  lengthways  along  large 
branches  and  even  hovering  briefly  just 
outside  canopy  to  pick  insects  from  leaves. 
Generally  appears  as  a dull  and  brownish 
ChiffchafT-like  bird. 
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Radde’s  Warbler  Dusky  Warbler 


LF.GS 

Prominent,  strong  and  strikingly  pale.  Joints 
particularly  stout,  and  tarsus  rather  thick  for 
a Phylloscopus.  Colour  bright  yellowish-flesh 
to  dull  orange-yellow.  Claws  pale  horn. 


CAI-LS 

Soft  ‘chek  chek’.  Generally  weaker  in  tone 
than  calls  of  Dusky,  sometimes  recalling 
‘chack'  of  Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris,  but  not  so 
strong.  Another  call  has  been  described  as  a 
more  nervous  ‘pwit-pwit’  or  ‘prit-prit’ 
(Scharringa  1984),  or  ‘quip  quip’,  not  hard 
or  harsh  (Richard  Grimmett  in  litt.). 


Unremarkable.  Although  relatively  a little 
longer  than  ChiffchafFs,  in  coloration  and 
thickness  not  unlike  Willow  Warbler’s  P. 
trochilus.  Coloration  varies  from  dull  yellow- 
ish on  a few  individuals  to  reasonably  dark 
brownish,  although  normally  medium- 
brown  or  reddish-brown,  with  paler  and 
yellower  rear  tarsus  and  soles  of  feet.  Claws 
dark  horn  brown. 


Strong,  emphatic  ‘tack  tack’,  often  repeated 
4-6  times.  Generally  sharper  in  tone  than 
call  of  Radde’s,  sometimes  recalling  Lesser 
Whitethroat  Syliia  curruca.  A less  strong  call 
is  also  given  by  migrants:  a shorter  ‘chip’  or 
‘chik’. 


Observers  faced  with  an  unidentified  Radde  s or  Dusky  \\  arbler  are 
urged  to  concentrate  on  structural  features  in  relation  to  a more  familiar 
Phylloscopus,  such  as  a Chiffchaff  P.  collybita,  and  carefully  to  check  colour 
and  shape  of  bill,  colour  and  shape  of  supercilium,  general  structure,  and 
colour  of  legs.  In  the  case  of  silent,  suspected  Dusky  Warblers,  it  is 
necessary  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  a drab,  brown  Chiffchaff,  which, 
however,  would  have  an  all-black  bill,  a more  deeply  cleft  tail  with  sharper 
tail  corners,  all-black  legs,  often  rather  contrastingly  paler  underparts, 
and,  sometimes,  clear  yellow  marginal  underwing-coverts  near  the  alula. 

Table  1 highlights  some  useful  aids  to  identifying  these  two  warblers, 
which  are  really  not  too  difficult  given  reasonable  views.  Measurements 
cited  have  been  taken  from  Svensson  (1984). 
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304.  Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopas  schwarzi . 
Norfolk,  October  1985  (/.  M.  Clarkson) 


Calls  are,  of  course,  always  dif- 
ficult to  transcribe  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  several  different  calls 
may  be  given  by  each  species. 
Relatively  few  seem  to  be  uttered 
by  migrants  or  in  the  winter  quar- 
ters, however,  and,  indeed,  indi- 
viduals of  both  species  may  be 
silent  for  frustratingly  long  periods 
of  time.  Caution  should  be  exer- 
cised, therefore,  and  a call  should 
be  used  only  to  support  identifica- 
tion. 


305.  Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi-,  Scilly,  October  1986  ( David  M.  Cottridge) 
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307.  Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi,  USSR,  June  1985  (//.  Huneker ) 


[The  inclusion  of  eight  colour  plates  in  this  paper  has  been  subsidised  by  7 KISS  West  Germany] 
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308.  Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  Jiiscatus,  Norfolk,  October  1982  (Moss  Taylor) 


309.  Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus, 
Kent,  November  1983  (M.  P.  Sutherland) 


There  is  a very  remote  possibility 
that  a further,  similar  Phylloscopus , 
Yellow-streaked  Warbler  P.  armandii 
(which  is  also  known  by  a variety  of 
other  English  names,  including 
Milne-Edwards’s  Warbler  and 
Buff-browed  Leaf  Warbler),  could 
turn  up  as  a vagrant  from  the 
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310.  Yellow-streaked  Warbler  Phylloscopus  annandii,  Thailand,  December  1980  (/'  I).  Round) 


eastern  Palearctic.  It  breeds  north  to  northern  China  and  winters  in  the 
more  northern  parts  of  southeast  Asia,  a range  not  incompatible  with 
long-distance  vagrancy.  It  is  very  closely  related  to  Radde’s  Warbler,  and 
its  song  is  also  similar,  although  rather  weaker  in  delivery;  it  is  the 
southern  counterpart  of  a species  pair.  It  is  somewhat  intermediate 
between  Radde’s  and  Dusky,  and  clearly  close  to  the  former  in  plumage, 
but  some  individuals  (perhaps  all)  do  not  show  any  dark  line  above  the 
supercilium  in  the  field  (unlike  many  Radde’s);  further,  the  bill  looks 
weaker  and  sharp-tipped,  not  round-tipped  (Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  in  lift.), 


311.  Chiffchafr  Phylloscopus 
collybita  of  one  of  eastern 
races  tristis/abietinus,  Bard- 
sey.  April  1981  (.V/.  P. 

Sutherland) 
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Fig  1.  Phylloscopus  warblers  in  autumn,  l op  to  bottom,  ChifichafT  P.  collybita  of  Siberian  race 
tristis,  Dusky  Warbler  P.  fuscatus,  two  Radde’s  Warblers  P.  schwarzi  (bu(T-and-brown 
individual,  and  yellow-and-olive  individual),  and  Yellow-streaked  Warbler  P.  armandii  (Richard 

Grimmett) 


603 


Identification  ofRadde’s  and  Dusky  Warblers 

and  the  tarsus  is  thinner.  The  bill  measures  2. 6-3. 2 mm  in  depth,  and  2.5- 
3.6  mm  in  width  (at  proximal  edge  of  nostrils)  and  is  therefore  also 
somewhat  intermediate.  On  yellowish  individuals,  the  throat  is  streaked 
with  yellow  on  a whitish  background,  whereas  it  is  uniform  and 
unstreaked  whitish  or  pale  huffish-yellow  on  Radde’s.  Clearly,  the 
identification  of  this  species  is  critical,  and  any  warbler  suspected  of  being 
armandii  needs  to  be  trapped  and  described  and  photographed  in  detail. 
Thankfully,  the  usual  call  is  very  distinctive:  a sharp  ‘click',  ‘zit’,  ‘dzik’  or 
‘tick’,  reminiscent  of  the  calls  of  some  buntings  Emberiza  (Smythies  1953; 
Scharringa  1984;  P.  D.  Round  in  litt.),  but  it  does  also  have  a Dusky-like 
‘tschak’  call  (Smythies  1953). 
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312.  Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi , Scilly,  October  1986  (David  M.  Cotlridge) 
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Studies  of  West  Palearctic 

birds!  188.  Dunnock 


N.  B.  Davies 

4'f  T nobtrusive,  quiet  and  retiring,  without  being  shy,  humble  and  homely  in  its 
deportment  and  habits , sober  and  unpretending  in  its  dress,  while  still  neat  and 
graceful,  the  Dunnock  exhibits  a pattern  which  many  of  a higher  grade  might  imitate, 
with  advantage  to  themselves  and  benefit  to  others  through  an  improved  example. ' With 
these  carefully  chosen  words,  the  Reverend  F.  O.  Morris  (1856) 
encouraged  his  parishioners  to  emulate  the  humble  life  of  the  Dunnock 
Prunella  modularis.  H is  recommendation  turns  out  to  be  unfortunate.  We 
now  know  that  the  Dunnock  belies  its  dull  appearance,  having  extraordin- 
ary sexual  behaviour  and  an  extremely  variable  mating  system.  The  result 
of  the  Reverend  Morris’s  advice  would  have  made  the  relationships  on 
current  television  soap  operas  appear  dull  by  comparison. 

In  Old  English,  ‘dun’  means  dull  brown  and  ‘ock’  signifies  little.  True  to 
its  name,  the  Dunnock  is  the  archetypal  little  brown  bird.  Although 
sparrow-sized  and  commonly  called  the  Hedge  Sparrow,  it  has  a thin  bill 
and  is  not  a true  sparrow,  but  rather  one  of  12  species  of  accentors  of  the 
family  Prunellidae,  mostly  montane  birds  which  occur  throughout  Europe 
and  Asia.  The  Dunnock  is  absent  from  the  high  mountain  areas  of  Britain 
and  Ireland  (typical  habitat  of  some  other  species  of  accentor),  but  is 
otherwise  widely  distributed.  It  favours  habitats  with  dense  undergrowth 
and,  with  an  estimated  breeding  population  of  about  5 million  ‘pairs’ 
(Sharrock  1976),  it  is  one  of  the  1 1 most  common  woodland  birds,  and  is 
the  second  most  abundant  bird  of  farmland  hedgerows  (Fuller  1982).  It 
also  inhabits  downland,  marshland  and  coastal  scrub,  and  is  especially 
common  in  suburban  parks  and  gardens.  Typically,  it  is  to  be  seen  in 
dense  vegetation,  creeping  about  with  mouse-like  action  in  search  of  small 
insects  and  seeds. 
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Despite  its  abundance,  the  Dunnock’s  modest  appearance  and  skulking 
habits  did  not,  until  recently,  attract  any  detailed  study.  Looking  back  at 
my  first  bird  book,  I see  that  Bruce  Campbell  (1952)  identified  the  two 
most  interesting  aspects  of  the  Dunnock’s  biology:  ‘it  is  the  sort  of 
inconspicuous  bird  you  forget  about  . . . but  I find  it  a tantalizing  bird, 
showing  sudden  flashes  of  life  and  then  disappearing  into  thick  hedgerows 
or  bushes.  Why  does  it  chase  about  in  parties  of  three?  Why  does  it  put  up 
with  cuckoo  eggs  so  unlike  its  own  pure  blue  ones?  These  are  useful 
questions  for  you  if  you  feel  like  tackling  this  mysterious  mousy  little 
bird.’  I shall  devote  most  of  this  article  to  these  two  questions,  after  a brief 
outline  of  the  Dunnock’s  general  characteristics. 

The  sexes  are  similar  in  appearance,  though  males  are  on  average  a 
little  larger  and,  especially  in  the  breeding  season,  greyer  around  the 
head.  Ringing  recoveries  show'  that,  in  Britain,  Dunnocks  are  very 
sedentary',  and  most  individuals  probably  spend  their  whole  lives  within 
an  area  of  radius  0.1  to  1 km.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the  population  in 
northern  continental  Europe,  which  migrates  south  for  the  winter.  Some 
of  these  Continental  migrants  appear  on  passage  in  eastern  Britain,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  a large  influx  of  winter  visitors.  In  winter,  the 
Dunnock  tends  to  be  solitary,  though  up  to  six  individuals  may  have 
overlapping  ranges  and  may  aggregate  temporarily  at  rich  food  sources. 
Females  are  subordinate  to  the  larger  males,  and  when  food  is  scarce  in 
winter  they  are  forced  to  wander  more  widely  in  search  of  it.  In  harsh 
winters,  females  suffer  higher  mortality  than  males  (Birkhead  1981;  Snow 
& Snow  1982;  Davies  & Lundberg  1984). 

Most  of  the  Dunnock  s food  is  obtained  on  the  ground,  by  gleaning  or 
turning  over  small  leaves.  In  winter,  the  diet  consists  largely  of  small 


313.  Dunnock  Prunella  t nodularis , Greater  London,  January  1980  (/?./.  Chandler ) 
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invertebrates  (e.g.  beetles,  snails,  spiders,  flies,  earthworms  and  spring- 
tails:  Bishton  1986).  The  BTO’s  Garden  Bird  Feeding  Survey  shows  that 
the  Dunnock  is  abundant  in  winter  at  rural  garden  feeding-stations,  and 
takes  food  widely  in  most  suburban  and  many  inner  city  gardens  (Glue 
1984).  The  species  is  most  often  watched  shuffling  unobtrusively  on  the 
lawn  beneath  hedges  or  a bird  table  and  only  occasionally  venturing  up  on 
to  raised  surfaces.  It  takes  a wide  variety  of  small  seeds,  fragments  of 
peanuts,  bread  crumbs  and,  less  often,  berries,  small  pieces  of  fat,  meat 
and  fruit.  In  midwinter,  individuals  feed  for  over  90%  of  the  daylight 
hours,  dropping  to  60-70%  in  March  (Davies  & Lundberg  1985;  Bishton 
1986). 

Males  occasionally  sing  in  the  winter,  but  usually  do  not  begin  in 
earnest  until  late  January  or  early  February,  reaching  a peak  in  March  and 
continuing  until  July  (Snow  & Snow  1983).  Most  songs  last  for  2 to  3.5 
seconds  (maximum  4.9  seconds),  and  consist  of  a high-pitched  warble 


314.  Nest  and  eggs  of  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  containing  egg  of  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus, 

Suffolk,  May  1983  (Eric  & David  Hosking) 


Studies  of  Dunnock  607 

with  loud  elements  separated  by  one  or  more  briefer  more  modulated 
elements  and  interspersed  with  one  or  more  rapid  trills  (Snow  & Snow 
1983).  An  individual  male  has  a number  of  song  types  in  its  repertoire, 
probably  in  the  region  of  three  to  six,  with  each  song  type  consisting  of 
unique  elements  not  present  in  any  other  song.  An  individual  may  change 
its  song  Irom  year  to  year  and  often  incorporates  pieces  of  his  neighbours’ 
songs.  1 his  copying  can  result  in  particular  song  phrases  persisting  over 
several  generations  (Snow  & Snow  1983).  Females  sing  only  very  rarely, 
and  their  warble  tends  to  be  shorter  and  not  so  loud. 

Nests  are  built  by  the  female  alone,  in  hedges  or  evergreen  shrubs, 
usually  within  1.5  m of  the  ground.  I omek  (1050)  recognised  four  layers: 
a foundation  of  small  twigs;  a middle  Utyer  oi  ,rrass  stalks,  bark,  dead 
leaves  and  moss;  a nest  cup  consisting  largely  of  ; een  moss;  and  finally  a 
thin  lining  of  hair  or,  occasionally,  feathers.  In  southern  Britain,  each 
female  has  two  or  three  broods  per  year,  usually  laying  three  to  five  eggs 
per  clutch.  The  eggs,  like  those  of  other  species  of  accentor,  are  uniform 
blue.  They  are  incubated  by  the  female  alone  for  about  1 1 days  and  the 
young  are  then  fed  by  both  sexes  on  small  invertebrates  for  a period  of  1 1- 
12  days  in  the  nest.  For  the  nestling  diet,  Bishton  (1985)  recorded  beetles, 
Hies,  spiders,  aphids,  earthworms,  snails,  caterpillars,  and  occasionally 
beetle  larvae,  scorpionflies,  sawflies  and  small  seeds.  Once  the  young 
leave  the  nest,  they  are  fed  for  a further  two  or  three  weeks  before  reaching 
independence,  soon  after  which  they  leave  their  natal  territory  (Byle  in 
prep.).  Females  tend  to  disperse  farther  than  males.  In  the  Cambridge 
University  Botanic  Garden,  adult  mortality  varied  from  30-50%,  depend- 
ing on  the  severity  of  the  winter  (Davies  & Lundberg  1984;  Davies  & 
Houston  1986).  Of  the  disappearing  adults,  about  25-50%  were  replaced 
by  young  birds  born  in  the  study  area  and  the  remainder  by  young 
immigrants.  Ringing  recoveries  show  that  Dunnocks  rarely  disperse  far,  so 
most  of  the  immigrants  probably  came  from  less  than  5 km  away. 


The  variable  mating  system 

The  first  detailed  studies  of  colour-ringed  populations  were  by  Michael 
Birkhead  (1981)  in  a large  garden  near  Edinburgh,  by  Barbara  and  David 
Snow  (1982)  in  an  area  of  scrubland  and  woodland  in  Buckinghamshire, 
and  by  YVarui  Karanja  (1982)  in  the  Oxford  Botanic  Garden.  All  three 
studies  showed  that  mating  combinations  varied  considerably,  even 
within  a small  population,  including  pairs  (monogamy),  a male  with  two 
females  (polygyny),  a female  with  two  or  even  three  males  (polyandry) 
and  more  complex  combinations  involving  two  or  three  males  sharing 
several  females  (polygynandry).  In  October  1980,  I began  a long-term 
study  of  a population  of  80-100  breeding  birds  in  the  Cambridge 
University  Botanic  Garden  to  try  and  discover  the  reasons  for  this  great 
variability.  Even  what  textbooks  describe  as  ‘monogamous  species'  have 
some  variability,  with  occasional  polygyny,  for  example,  but  the  degree  of 
variability  shown  by  the  Dunnock  is  extraordinary. 

Even  with  all  the  individuals  colour-ringed,  it  is  a full-time  job  to 
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observe  them  in  sufficient  detail  to  describe  the  various  mating 
combinations,  summarised  in  table  1.  None  of  these  combinations 
involved  close  relatives  (Davies  & Lundberg  1984).  The  variability  was 
bewildering  at  first,  but  then  it  became  clear  that  it  simply  reflected 
variations  on  a single  theme,  namely  the  ability  of  individuals  to 
monopolise  mates.  A male’s  access  to  females  increases  reading  down  the 
list  in  table  1,  whereas,  for  females,  access  to  males  increases  reading  up 
the  list  from  bottom  to  top.  Observations  show  that,  whereas  males 
behave  so  as  to  increase  their  access  to  females,  females  behave  so  as  to 
increase  their  access  to  males.  I suggest  that  the  variable  mating  system 
may  represent  different  outcomes  of  conflicts  of  interest  between  the 
sexes. 


Table  1.  Mating  combinations  observed  in  population  of  Dunnocks  Prunella  modularis  in 
Cambridge  University  Botanic  Garden,  with  number  of  instances  of  each  during  the 


Mating 

combination 

No. 

instances 

four  years  1981-84 

Mating  success 
For  a male  For  a female 

Unpaired 

icf 

5 

No  99 

— 

Polyandry 

3cfc?i9 

4 

Share  one  9 

Sole  access 

2cfcfi9 

77 

to  several  cfcf 

Monogamy 

icfi$ 

62 

Sole  access 

Sole  access 

to  one  9 

to  one  cf 

Polygynandry 

2cfcT299 

47  ) 

2cfO,399 

16  ( 

Share  several 

Share  several 

2cfa,499 

99 

CfcT 

3cfcf299 

1 J 

Polygyny 

icf299 

21 

Sole  access  to 

Share  one 

several  99 

Cf 

(i)  Polygyny 

Sexual  conflict  is  easy  to  observe  during  the  formation  of  the  various 
mating  combinations.  In  the  spring,  females  defend  exclusive  territories 
against  other  females.  The  males  then  compete  with  each  other  to  defend 
the  female  territories.  The  simplest  case  (fig.  1)  is  where  one  male  defends 
one  female  territory,  giving  rise  to  monogamy.  The  stability  of  the  pair  is 
constantly  threatened,  however,  because  the  male  attempts  to  expand  his 
territory  to  include  a second  female.  The  female,  for  her  part,  drives  off 
other  females  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the  male  to  herself.  In  polygyny, 
where  a male  defends  a territory  large  enough  to  encompass  two  female 
territories  (fig.  1),  the  females  often  chase  each  other  and  the  male  hops 
about  in  between  them,  as  if  to  keep  the  peace!  Sometimes  a female  will 
desert  a clutch  of  eggs  as  a result  of  harassment  from  another  female. 
Each  polygynous  female  builds  a nest  in  her  own  territory  and  then,  if  the 
young  hatch  synchronously,  the  male  usually  helps  each  female  part  of  the 
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Monogamy  cf9 


1 

1 

1 

1 

V 

\ 



Polygyny  cf  99  Polyandry  cfcf  9 


Polygynandry  cfcT  99 

Fig.  1.  Diagrams  to  show  how  male  (dashed  lines)  and  female  (solid  lines)  territories  overlap 
in  various  mating  combinations.  Arrows  indicate  directions  in  which  male  or  female 
behaviour  encourages  changes  in  mating  system 


315.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis,  Cornwall,  March  1979  ( G . P.  Gill) 


610 


Studies  of  Dunnock 

time  with  chick  feeding.  If,  however,  one  female  has  many  more  young 
than  the  other,  then  the  male  usually  helps  her  full-time  and  leaves  the 
other  female  to  rear  her  young  alone  (Davies  1986). 

The  attempts  by  a male  to  achieve  polygyny  and  by  a female  to  resist 
polygyny  and  retain  monogamy  both  make  good  adaptive  sense  (table  2). 
Since  a female  usually  gets  only  part-time  help  from  a male  in  polygyny, 
she  raises  fewer  young  than  in  monogamy,  where  she  has  the  male’s  full- 
time help.  From  the  male’s  point  of  view,  however,  the  increased 
production  of  young  by  two  females  more  than  offsets  the  cost  of  shared 
male  care,  so  polygyny  brings  greater  reproductive  success  than  mono- 
gamy. Similar  results  have  been  obtained  for  other  species  (Alatalo  et  al. 
1981;  Catchpole  et  al.  1985). 

Bruce  Campbell  (1984)  recorded  a very  unusual  case  of  polygyny  by# 
Dunnocks,  where  two  females  each  laid  clutches  of  four  eggs  in  the  same 
nest  and  then  both  sat  together,  side  by  side,  incubating  the  eight  eggs, 
none  of  which  hatched  successfully.  Given  the  aggression  which  females 
usually  show  to  each  other,  this  case  is  most  extraordinary. 

(ii)  Polyandry 

The  stability  of  monogamy  is  threatened  in  another  way  too  (fig.  1).  First, 
a female  may  wander  over  a large  territory  so  that  one  male  is  unable  to 
defend  it  by  himself.  In  these  cases,  two  males  begin  by  occupying 
adjacent  territories,  with  the  female  wandering  over  both.  The  two  males 


316.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis,  Cornwall,  March  1979  (G.  P.  Gill ) 
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then  compete  with  each  other  to  monopolise  the  whole  of  the  female’s 
territory.  If  neither  is  able  to  do  so,  then,  after  a while,  they  usually  come 
to  an  agreement  to  share  it.  1 heir  squabbling  decreases  to  a low  frequency 
and  they  coalesce  their  territories,  share  song  posts  and  defend  the  whole 
female  territory  as  a team  against  neighbouring  males.  Secondly,  males 
who  are  unpaired  attempt  to  force  themselves  onto  monogamous  pairs 
and  settle  as  a second  male.  The  resident  male  always  attempts  to  evict 
the  newcomer,  but  sometimes  he  fails.  This  occurs  quite  commonly  later 
in  the  breeding  season,  when  bereaved  males  attempt  to  force  themselves 
onto  neighbouring  pairs. 

In  both  cases,  the  result  is  polyandry,  with  two  males  sharing  the  female 
(fig.  1).  One  of  the  males  (the  'alpha  male’)  can  displace  the  other  (the 
'beta  male’)  from  the  vicinity  of  the  female.  Beta  males  are  usually  first- 
year  birds,  and  alpha  males  older  males  (Davies  & Lundberg  1984), 
though  the  dominance  order  may  reverse  back  and  forth  in  successive 
breeding  attempts.  Although  the  two  males  eventually  agree  to  share  the 
territory,  it  is  an  uneasy  alliance.  From  about  the  time  that  the  female 
begins  to  line  the  nest  to  the  laying  of  the  last  egg  and  the  start  of 
incubation,  the  alpha  male  tries  to  monopolise  her,  guarding  her  closely 
and  attempting  to  prevent  the  beta  male  from  copulating  (Davies  1985). 
The  beta  male  keeps  approaching  the  female,  so  the  males  spend  much  of 
the  time  chasing  each  other.  Sometimes,  there  are  serious  fights,  with  the 
two  males  grappling  on  the  ground,  which  can  lead  to  injury  and  even 
death.  Snow  (1985)  found  that  cutaneous  disease  was  more  common 
among  males,  especially  in  the  breeding  season,  and  I suspect  that  this 
may  in  part  result  from  injury'  or  stress  from  male-versus-male  competi- 
tion. 

The  alpha  male  has  difficulty  in  guarding  the  female  because  he  may 
lose  her  in  the  dense  vegetation.  On  many  occasions,  the  alpha  male  loses 
the  female  after  chasing  the  beta  male  away  from  her  vicinity,  and  the 
constant  harassment  and  probing  by  the  beta  male  seems  to  be  an  attempt 
to  lure  the  alpha  male  into  starting  a chase,  perhaps  to  increase  the 
chance  that  he  will  lose  her  as  a result.  The  alpha  male  s difficulty  in 
monopolising  the  female  is  also  exacerbated  by  the  fact  that  she  attempts 
to  escape  his  close  attentions,  and  actively  encourages  the  beta  male  to 
copulate  with  her!  She  often  flies  off  suddenly,  and  approaches  the  beta 
male  to  solicit  a copulation.  Once  the  alpha  male  has  lost  the  female,  he 
flies  around  the  territory'  looking  for  her  frantically,  but  it  is  often  10  to  20 
minutes  (once  three  hours!)  before  he  finds  her  again,  and  in  the 
meantime  she  may  have  been  hiding  away,  copulating  with  the  beta  male 
(Davies  1985).  Even  when  an  alpha  male  is  guarding  closely,  a female 
sometimes  feeds  out  of  his  sight  briefly  on  the  other  side  of  a bush  and 
quickly  solicits  a mating  from  the  beta  male  before  the  alpha  male  appears 
again  from  behind  the  vegetation! 

The  reason  the  female  is  so  keen  to  get  the  beta  male  to  copulate 
becomes  clear  once  the  chicks  hatch.  I found  that,  in  cases  where  both 
males  had  copulated,  both  helped  to  feed  the  young.  Young  fed  by  two 
males  and  a female  got  more  food,  weighed  more  and  so  were  more  likely 
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317.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis,  Kent,  March  1976  (R.  J.  Chandler) 


to  fledge  successfully  than  young  fed  by  just  one  male  and  a female 
(Davies  1985,  1986).  In  cases  where  the  beta  male  copulated,  there  was  a 
dramatic  change  in  the  behaviour  of  the  males  from  their  conflict  during 
the  mating  period  to  co-operation  once  the  chicks  hatched.  Sometimes,  1 
saw  them  collect  food  side  by  side,  whereas  two  weeks  previously  there 
would  have  been  a fight. 

By  contrast,  the  beta  male  does  not  help  to  feed  the  chicks  if  he  has  not 
copulated  with  the  female  during  the  mating  period.  His  behaviour  makes 
good  adaptive  sense.  If  he  has  copulated,  he  has  a chance  of  fathering 
some  of  the  young  in  the  brood,  so  it  is  worth  helping  to  feed  them.  If  he 
has  failed  to  copulate,  then  he  obviously  cannot  have  paternity,  so  there  is 
no  genetic  gain  from  helping  to  feed  an  unrelated  male’s  young.  It  is  very 
unlikely  that  a male  can  recognise  his  own  chicks  in  the  nest.  In  two  cases, 
I saw  two  males  feeding  a single  nestling  (the  rest  of  the  clutch  failed  to 
hatch).  Clearly,  both  males  could  not  be  the  father  of  one  chick.  The  fact 
that  both  nevertheless  fed  it  suggested  that  a male  simply  adjusts  his 
chick-feeding  effort  in  relation  to  his  probability  of  paternity.  Detailed 
observations  showed  that  a beta  male  worked  harder  at  chick  feeding  the 
greater  the  access  he  had  had  to  the  female  in  the  mating  period  (Houston 
& Davies  1985).  I suspect  that  a beta  male  does  not  have  a simple  ‘all  or 
none’  rule,  but  will  probably  want  a critical  minimum  share  of  the 
copulations  before  it  pays  him  to  feed  the  young. 

Table  2 shows  that  sexual  conflict  over  the  occurrence  of  polyandry 
makes  good  adaptive  sense.  A female  clearly  has  greater  reproductive 
success  if  two  males  feed  her  young,  so  it  pays  her  to  encourage  the  beta 
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1 able  2.  Reproductive  success  of  male  and  female  Dunnocks  Prunella  modularis  in  various 

mating  combinations 

1 he  cost  of  polygyny  to  females  is  shared  male  parental  care.  The  cost  of  co-operative 
polyandry  to  males  is  shared  paternity.  Males  do  best  with  polygyny;  females  with  co- 
operative polyandry  (from  Davies  & Houston  1986)  Co-operative  polyandry  is  where  both 
males  copulate  and  both  help  to  feed  the  young 

Reproductive  success 
NO.  YOUNG  FI  .EDGED  PF.R 
No.  adults  who  BREEDING  SEASON 

Mating  system  care  for  young  Per  female  Per  male 


Polygyny  lcf299 

1 9 + part-time 
help  of  1 Cf 

3.8 

7.6 

Monogamy  10*19 

1 9 + full-time 
help  of  10* 

5.0 

5.0 

Co-operative 

1 9 + full-time 

6.7 

a4.0 

polyandry  20l0'l9 

help  of  20" Cf 

P2.7 

male.  From  an  alpha  male’s  point  of  view,  however,  the  increased  number 
of  young  produced  must  be  set  against  the  cost  of  shared  paternity.  Where 
both  males  copulate,  the  alpha  male  performs  significantly  more  of  the 
matings;  on  average,  60%  (Davies  1985).  It  is  not  yet  known  exactly  how- 
copulations  influence  paternity  in  the  Dunnock.  In  other  species,  however, 
it  has  been  shown  that  shared  copulations  lead  to  shared  paternity,  and 
experiments  with  chickens,  using  genetic  markers,  have  shown  that  the 
proportion  of  eggs  fertilised  by  two  males  is  related  to  the  proportion  of 
copulations  each  performs  (Martin  et  al.  1974).  The  timing  of  copulations 
in  relation  to  egg-laying  is  also  important,  but  for  the  Dunnocks  there  is 
no  indication  that  alpha  and  beta  males  share  copulations  differently  at 
different  times  of  the  mating  period  (Davies  1985).  If  we  assume  that 
alpha  males  get  60%  of  the  paternity  in  polyandry,  then  their  reproductive 
success  is  less  than  with  monogamy  (table  2),  so  their  attempts  to  prevent 
the  beta  male  from  copulating  make  good  sense.  From  a beta  male’s  point 
of  view,  monogamy  is  clearly  much  better  than  the  share  he  gets  in 
polyandry.  As  predicted,  whenever  a neighbouring  female  becomes 
available  through  the  death  of  a male,  a beta  male  is  always  quick  to  leave 
a polyandrous  trio  to  claim  her. 

In  cases  where  the  alpha  male  guards  the  female  successfully  and 
prevents  the  beta  male  from  copulating,  the  beta  male  sometimes  leaves 
the  territory  to  try  elsewhere.  In  other  cases,  he  remains  on  the  territory, 
showing  no  interest  in  the  female  until  she  begins  to  build  a new  nest  for 
the  next  breeding  attempt.  Sometimes,  however,  the  beta  male  chases  the 
female  during  incubation  and  visits  the  nest.  The  alpha  male  chases  him 
away.  In  some  cases,  this  behaviour  has  been  correlated  with  cracked 
eggs,  desertion  by  the  female  or  the  disappearance  of  young  chicks 
(Davies  1985;  Davies  & Houston  1986).  I have  no  direct  evidence,  but  I 
strongly  suspect  that  this  interference  is  caused  by  the  beta  male.  It  would 
certainly  pay  a beta  male  wrho  had  not  copulated  to  interfere  if  he  could. 
The  result  is  that  the  female  lays  a replacement  clutch  within  one  or  two 
weeks,  compared  with  the  four  or  five  weeks  the  beta  male  would  have  to 
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318.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  wing-flicking,  Greater  London,  March  1984  (R.  J.  Chandler ) 


wait  for  the  alpha  male  and  female  to  raise  the  young  to  independence. 
Interference  by  a beta  male,  therefore,  hastens  the  day  that  he  has  another 
chance  to  father  young  himself.  Potential  interference  from  beta  males 
provides  another  incentive  for  females  to  encourage  them  to  copulate. 

(iii)  Polygynandiy 

The  more  complex  mating  systems  are  simply  extensions  of  the  three 
basic  systems  illustrated  in  fig.  1.  Sometimes,  in  polyandry  there  are  three 
males  (alpha,  beta  and  gamma)  sharing  a female’s  range.  Polygynandry 
arises  when  one  male  is  unable  to  defend  two  (or  more)  female  territories 
alone,  so  that  two  males  (or  sometimes  three)  come  to  share  the  defence. 
Once  again,  the  alpha  male  attempts  to  monopolise  both  females.  In 
many  cases,  however,  this  is  impossible,  simply  because  the  females  have 
exclusive  territories  and,  if  they  are  laying  eggs  synchronously,  whenever 
the  alpha  male  is  guarding  one  of  them,  the  beta  male  can  copulate  freely 
with  the  other!  Therefore,  it  is  usual  for  both  males  to  copulate  with  both 
of  the  females.  The  way  that  the  two  males  then  allocate  their  time  in 
feeding  the  chicks  is,  however,  very  variable.  Sometimes,  one  male  helps 
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lull-time  at  one  female’s  nest,  while  the  other  male  helps  full-time  at  the 
other  s.  Sometimes  the  alpha  male  helps  part-time  at  both  nests,  while  the 
beta  male  helps  at  only  one  of  them.  The  cause  of  this  variability  is  not  yet 
known. 

In  polygynandry,  the  number  of  young  produced  per  female  per 
breeding  attempt  is  about  the  same  as  for  polygyny  (Dav  ies  1986).  It  is  not 
known  why  a polygynandrous  female  does  not  do  better  than  a 
polygynous  female.  I he  former  has  the  part-time  help  of  two  males  as 
opposed  to  one,  so  would  be  expected  to  raise  more  young.  In 
polygynandry,  however,  there  seems  to  be  a lot  of  interference  between 
females,  which  leads  to  desertion  of  clutches,  so  reducing  reproductive 
success.  With  polygyny,  one  male  gets  full  paternity  of  both  females’ 
broods,  whereas,  with  polygy  nandry,  paternity  is  shared.  The  attempts  of 
the  alpha  male  to  drive  away  the  beta  male  therefore  make  good  sense. 

(iv)  Conclusion 

The  main  conclusion  is  that  males  and  females  have  a conflict  of  interest 
over  which  is  the  best  mating  system  to  maximise  reproductive  success 
(table  2).  Polyandry  occurs  when  a female  is  able  to  gain  her  optimum  at 
the  expense  of  males.  Polygyny  occurs  where  a male  gains  at  the  expense 
of  females.  Monogamy  and  polygynandry  are  mating  systems  in  which 
neither  sex  has  been  able  to  gain  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  In 
monogamy,  the  female  has  not  been  able  to  gain  another  male,  and  the 
male  has  not  been  able  to  gain  another  female.  Polygynandry  can  be 
viewed  as  a ‘stalemate’:  the  alpha  male  is  unable  to  drive  the  beta  male  off 
and  hence  claim  both  females  for  himself,  and  neither  female  has  been 
able  to  evict  the  other  and  claim  both  males  for  herself. 

Ecological  conditions  set  the  stage  on  which  individuals  play  their 
behaviour.  What  then  is  special  about  Dunnock  ecology  which  leads  to  the 
expression  of  this  unusual  variability  in  mating  system?  Most  passerine 
birds  are  monogamous,  with  occasional  polygyny.  Two  features  of 
Dunnock  ecology  are  probably  important  in  causing  the  addition  of 
polyandry  and  polygynandry-  to  its  repertoire  (Snow  & Snow  1982;  Davies 
& Lundberg  1984).  The  first  is  its  specialisation  on  very  small  prey  items. 
Long  after  other  species  have  left  a feeding  area,  the  Dunnock  remains, 
picking  up  invisible  scraps  which  other  birds  find  unprofitable.  Even  when 
feeding  its  young,  tiny  invertebrates  are  the  main  prey  (Bvle  in  prep.).  The 
major  rate-limiting  factor  in  chick  feeding  is  the  long  time  needed  to 
collect  a bill-full  of  small  prey.  It  seems  likely,  therefore,  that  the  rate  at 
which  food  is  delivered  to  the  nest  is  limited  not  primarily  by  food 
abundance,  but  rather  by  the  work  force  available  to  collect  it.  It  may  pay 
a female  Dunnock,  more  so  than  species  that  exploit  easily  collected 
bonanzas  of  larger  prey  (e.g.  caterpillars),  to  have  more  than  one  male  to 
help  care  for  the  young.  The  second  ecological  factor  of  importance  for 
polyandry  is  probably  the  Dunnock’s  habit  of  foraging  in  dense  cover. 
This  means  that  it  is  easy  for  intruding  males  to  trespass  and  feed 
undetected,  and  so  makes  it  difficult  for  one  male  to  have  exclusive  access 
to  a female. 
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Cloaca-pecking 

The  extraordinary  pre-copulatory  display  of  the  Dunnock  was  first 
described  in  1902  by  Edmund  Selous,  recorded  in  his  book  Evolution  of 
Habit  in  Birds  (1933),  and  was  celebrated  in  a series  of  notes  to  British  Birds , 
all  entitled  ‘Extraordinary  display  by  a pair  of  Hedge  Sparrows’  (Delamain 
1929;  Rollin  1929;  Gardam  1929;  Clark  1930;  Orton  1930;  Meiklejohn 
1930;  Hartley  1930).  The  editor  presumably  terminated  the  correspond- 
ence when  it  was  realised  that,  although  extraordinary,  the  display  was 
part  of  the  birds’  normal  behaviour  (see  also  Harrison  & Binfield  1967). 
The  male  hops  about  behind  the  female  and  she  shivers  her  wings  and 
raises  her  tail  so  as  to  expose  her  cloaca.  The  male  then  pecks  her  cloaca 
for  on  average  50  seconds  (maximum  two  minutes)  before  he  copulates 
(fig.  2).  The  pecking  must  be  very  important,  because  during  this  long 
period  there  is  an  increased  chance  that  another  male  will  interrupt  before 
copulation  itself  occurs.  In  fact,  40%  of  attempts  are  interrupted  at  the 
pecking  stage  (Davies  1983),  which  makes  one  wonder  why  the  male  does 
not,  like  most  birds,  simply  copulate  quickly  straight  away. 


(a) 


Fig.  2.  (a)  The  male  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  first  stands  behind  the  female  and  pecks  her 
cloaca.  Mean  duration  of  display  was  50.2  sec,  range  5-120  sec.  Mean  number  of  pecks  was 
27.9,  range  0-118  pecks;  74  displays  observed,  (b)  Then  he  copulates.  Copulation  itself  is 
very  brief:  the  male  appears  to  jump  over  the  female,  cloacal  contact  lasting  for  just  a fraction 
of  a second.  ( Drawings  by  John  Busby,  from  Davies  1983) 


(b) 


. 


319.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  at  nest,  Suffolk,  June  1949  (Eric  & David  Hashing) 

During  the  pecking,  the  female’s  cloaca  becomes  pink  and  distended 
and  makes  strong  pumping  movements.  From  time  to  time,  she  dips  her 
abdomen  down  suddenly  and  ejects  faeces,  but  on  other  occasions  she 
ejects  a small  droplet  of  fluid  (seen  also  by  Sanderson  1968).  There  is  little 
doubt  that  this  is  what  the  male  has  been  waiting  for,  because  he  looks  at 
the  droplet  and,  as  soon  as  it  is  produced,  he  copulates.  Copulation  itself 
is  brief:  the  male  jumps  at  the  female,  cloacal  contact  lasting  for  only  a 
fraction  of  a second. 

I spent  a lot  of  time  crawling  about  searching  for  these  droplets,  and 
found  only  three.  In  each  case,  they  turned  out  to  be  a mass  of  sperm.  I do 
not  know  how  often  these  droplets  are  ejected,  so  the  interpretation  of  this 
display  (Davies  1983)  must  be  very  speculative.  Female  birds  have  sperm 
stores  at  the  utero-vaginal  junction  adjoining  the  cloaca.  It  is  tempting  to 
suggest  that,  with  frequent  copulations  from  two  males,  a female 
Dunnock’s  sperm  stores  become  full.  The  copulation  rate  of  Dunnocks  is 
higher  than  that  described  for  any  other  small  bird,  averaging  once  or 
twice  per  hour  throughout  the  ten-day  mating  period!  If  a female's  sperm 
store  became  full,  then  the  only  way  a male  could  put  sperm  in  would  be 
first  to  stimulate  the  female  to  eject  some.  Furthermore,  sperm  in  the 
store  may  be  another  male’s,  whereas  sperm  a male  is  about  to  put  in  is 
certainly  his  own.  We  could  speculate  still  further  that  it  may  pay  the 
female  to  eject  sperm  in  front  of  a male  to  try  to  convince  him  that  he  will 
have  paternity  and  so  encourage  him  to  feed  the  young.  Sperm  ejection  by 
females  has  recently  been  reported  for  chickens  (A.  R.  Thornhill  verbally), 
where  it  may  facilitate  choice  of  a particular  male's  sperm. 
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Parasitism  by  Cuckoos 

The  Dunnock  is  the  main  host  of  the  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus  in  Britain  in 
woodland  and  farmland,  with  about  2%  df  Dunnock  nests  being 
parasitised  (Glue  & Morgan  1972).  The  most  extensive  study  of 
‘Dunnock-Cuckoos’  is  that  by  Owen  (1933),  who  recorded  509  parasitised 
nests  in  the  Felsted  district,  Essex,  between  1912  and  1933.  Of  these,  the 
Dunnock  was  easily  the  most  frequent  victim,  with  302  parasitised  nests. 
Using  the  proportion  of  cuckolded  host  nests  recorded  by  the  BTO  Nest 

320.  Nest  and  eggs  of  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis , Suffolk,  June  1945  (Eric  & David  Hosking) 
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321.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  feeding  nestling  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus , Suffolk,  May  1983 

(Eric  & David  H os  king) 


Record  Card  scheme  to  estimate  Cuckoo  population  size,  there  are 
currently  about  21,000  female  Cuckoos  laying  eggs  in  Britain  each 
summer,  and  about  48%  of  them  specialise  on  Dunnocks  (Brooke  & 
Davies  1987). 

The  other  three  main  Cuckoo  gens  in  Britain  (those  parasitising  Pied 
Wagtail  Motacilla  alba , Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  and  Meadow 
Pipit  Anthus  pratensis)  each  lay  mimetic  eggs  which  match  quite  well,  in 
shade  and  colour,  the  eggs  of  their  respective  hosts.  Experiments  with  a 
variety  of  coloured  model  Cuckoo  eggs  have  shown  that  Reed  Warblers 
reject  eggs  which  are  of  a different  colour  from  their  own,  so  it  is  likely 
that  host  discrimination  has  been  the  major  selective  force  favouring  the 
evolution  of  host-egg  mimicry  by  Cuckoos  (Davies  & Brooke  in  press). 
Dunnock-Cuckoos,  by  contrast,  do  not  lay  a mimetic  egg;  their  pale 
spotted  egg  contrasts  sharply  with  the  uniform  blue  egg  of  their  host 
(plate  314).  As  Gilbert  White  (1770)  remarked,  ‘you  wonder,  with  good 
reason,  that  the  Hedge  Sparrows  can  be  induced  at  all  to  sit  on  the  egg  of 
the  Cuckoo  without  being  scandalized  at  the  vast  disproportioned  size  of 
the  supposititious  egg;  but  the  brute  creation,  I suppose,  have  very  little 
idea  of  size,  colour,  or  number. 

Experiments  by  Michael  Brooke  and  myself  (in  prep.)  have  shown  that, 
unlike  the  Reed  Warbler,  the  Dunnock  does  not  discriminate  against 
unlike  eggs.  It  accepts  model  Cuckoo  eggs  painted  to  represent  any  of  the 
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gens  operating  in  Britain,  also  black  eggs,  white  eggs  and  even  whole 
clutches  of  model  eggs  painted  unlike  its  own.  This  lack  of  discrimination 
explains  why  the  Dunnock-Cuckoo  has  not  evolved  a mimetic  egg,  but  it 
leaves  us  with  the  problem  of  why  the  Dunnock  does  not  discriminate 
when  it  would  clearly  gain  an  advantage  from  doing  so.  There  are  three 
possible  explanations.  The  first  is  that  the  Dunnock  simply  lacks  the 
genetic  variation  which  enables  discrimination.  This  suggestion  has  been 
put  forward  by  Rothstein  (1975)  to  explain  why  some  hosts  of  the  Brown- 
headed Cowbird  Molothms  ater  do  not  discriminate  against  parasite  eggs. 

322.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  at  nest,  SufTolk,  May  1980  ( Eric  & David  Hosking ) 
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323.  Dunnock  Prunella  modulans  feeding  nestling  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus,  Suffolk,  May  1983 

(Eric  & David  Hosking) 


The  second  possibility  is  that  acceptance  is  better  than  discrimination 
because  discrimination  for  Dunnocks,  though  feasible,  is  very  costlv.  On 
these  views,  il  we  came  back  10,000  years  hence,  Dunnocks  might  still 
show  no  discrimination. 

The  third  possibility,  and  the  one  that  Michael  Brooke  and  I favour,  is 
that  the  Dunnock  is  a recent  host  of  the  Cuckoo  and  there  has  not  been 
enough  time  for  discrimination  to  spread  through  the  population.  At  first, 
it  seems  that  evidence  from  literature  would  argue  against  this  view.  We 
know  from  the  Gilbert  White  quote  that  the  Dunnock  has  been  a host  for 
over  200  years.  We  can  go  back  further,  to  380  years  ago,  when,  in 
Shakespeare’s  King  Lear  (Act  1,  Scene  IV),  written  in  about  1605,  The  Fool 
warns  Lear  that  his  daughters  will  prove  to  be  his  ruin  if  he  continues  to 
dote  on  them  just  as: 

‘ The  hedge-spanow  fed  the  cuckoo  so  long  that  it  had  it  head  bit  off  by  it  young.  ’ 
Shakespeare  may  have  intended  this  metaphorically,  but  there  is  one 
curious  account  where  this  actually  happened.  The  Cuckoo  chick 
normally  swallows  with  its  bill  closed  once  the  delivery  of  the  meal  from 
the  host  parent  is  complete,  thus  preventing  injury  to  the  host  which  bows 
deep  into  its  gape  (Dunn  1985).  One  exception  to  this  usually  smooth 
operation  is  described  by  Hens  (1949):  the  Cuckoo  nestling  in  question 
clamped  its  mouth  shut  on  a hapless  Dunnock,  which  suffered  fatal 
injuries. 

There  is  an  even  more  ancient  reference  to  Dunnocks  and  Cuckoos  in 
Chaucer’s  poem  ‘The  Parlement  of  Foules’  (1382),  where  the  Merlin 
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chastises  the  Cuckoo  (line  612): 

‘ Thow  mordrer  of  the  heysugge  on  the  braunche  that  broghte  thee  forth!  Thou  rewtheless 
glotoun!’ 

Heysugge  is  Old  English  for  Hedge  Sparrow,  so  we  know  that  the 
Dunnock  has  been  a common  Cuckoo  host  for  at  least  600  years. 

Calculations  show,  however,  that,  even  so,  the  Dunnock  may,  on  an 
evolutionary  time  scale,  still  be  a recent  host.  With  a parasitism  rate  of 
only  2%,  most  Dunnocks  will  never  encounter  Cuckoos,  so  their  lack  of 
discrimination  will  bring  only  a small  selective  disadvantage  compared 
with  hypothetical  ‘discriminator'  Dunnocks.  Discrimination  would,  in 
fact,  take  several  thousand  generations  to  spread  through  the  Dunnock 
population  (Kelly  1987).  Most  of  Britain  was  covered  in  primeval 
woodland  6,000  to  8,500  years  ago.  This  was  cleared  by  our  ancestors  in 
the  Neolithic  (4,000  to  6,500  years  ago),  who  converted  the  forests  to 
farmland,  but  even  by  the  early  Iron  Age  (2,500  years  ago)  about  half  of 
England  was  probably  still  covered  in  wildwood  (Rackham  1986).  The 
Dunnock  is  not  very  common  in  extensive  woodland.  For  example,  in  the 
oak  Quercus,  hornbeam  Carpinus  betulus  and  lime  Tilia  of  the  primeval 
temperate  forest  of  the  Biafowieza  National  Park,  eastern  Poland,  there 
are  on  average  only  five  pairs  per  knT  (Tomiatojc  et  at.  1984)  and  in  the  New 
Forest,  southern  England,  0.6  pairs  per  km2  (Glue  1973).  This  compares 
with  an  average  of  28  pairs  per  km2  on  farmland  in  the  midlands  of  Britain 
(Williamson  1967).  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  the  Dunnock  did  not 
become  a common  victim  of  the  Cuckoo  until  extensive  forest  clearance 
occurred  a few  thousand  years  ago,  within  the  time  which  calculations 
suggest  it  would  take  discrimination  to  spread.  The  only  way  we  could 
really  test  this,  however,  would  be  to  come  back  in  a few  thousand  years 
and  repeat  our  experiments  with  model  eggs!  Both  Baker  (1942)  and  Lack 
(1963)  claimed  that  some  Dunnock-Cuckoo  eggs  in  collections  had  a blue- 


324.  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  bathing,  Suffolk,  June  1985  (Eric  & David  Hosking ) 
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grey  tint  to  the  background  and  that  selection  was,  therefore,  already 
taking  place.  The  eggs  examined  by  Michael  Brooke  and  1 do  not  convince 
us  of  this,  and  our  results  with  the  model  eggs  would  also  seem  to  argue 
against  it. 

To  end  with  an  entertaining  thought,  there  is  the  possibility  of  a link 
between  the  two  curious  habits  of  the  Dunnock,  namely  its  variable 
mating  system  and  its  susceptibility  to  Cuckoo  parasitism.  In  1827,  John 
Blackwall  found  a Cuckoo  in  a Dunnock  nest  near  York  (Nilsson  1858). 
He  put  the  nest  in  a cage  on  a pole  in  his  garden  and  discovered  that  three 
Dunnocks  came  to  feed  the  Cuckoo  through  the  bars  of  the  cage.  It  would 
be  interesting  if  Cuckoos  were  able  to  exploit  the  variable  mating  system 
of  the  Dunnock  by  choosing  to  parasitise  nests  attended  by  polyandrous 
trios  where  both  males  were  likely  to  copidate  with  the  female.  By  doing 
so,  they  would  increase  their  reproductive  success,  because  the  young 
Cuckoo  would  then  be  fed  by  three  adults  rather  than  two. 
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^ S UNBIRD 

M?  1988  TOURS 


Places  are  still  available  for  our  Alaska,  Australia,  Austria,  California, 
India,  Israel,  Majorca  and  Spain  tours.  The  tours  to  Trinidad  & Tobago, 
Kenya  and  Venezuela  are  already  fully  booked,  but  advance  bookings  for 
1989  can  be  made  now. 


SPECIAL  OFFER!  10%  off  for  British  Birds  readers  on  two  BB/SUNBIRD 
tours  (See  Brit.  Birds  80:442  for  outline) 

Morocco  15-30  April  1988:  Special  price  £1140 
Canada  27  May-9  June  1988:  Special  price  £1695 


As  usual,  each  of  our  small-group  tours  will  be  led  by  Bryan  Bland,  Peter 
Grant,  or  David  Fisher.  This  year,  our  tours  offer  especially  good  value- 
for-money.  Come  with  us  and  see  why  SUNBIRD  was  top  among  the 
main  British  bird-tour  operators  in  the  recent  British  Birds  survey. 
Write  or  telephone  for  our  detailed  1 988  brochure 


SUNBIRD,  PO  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI 9 IDF 
Telephone:  0767  82969 
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The  SKUAS 


by  ROBERT  W.  FURNESS 

The  full  classification  of  the  skuas 
is  still  debated,  by  Dr  Furness  of 
the  Applied  Ornithology  Unit, 
Glasgow  University,  favours  six 
species,  of  two  genera,  with  five 
subspecies,  based  on  current 
knowledge  and  his  own  long  and 
dedicated  field  studies  and 
research. 

All  of  the  species  are  treated 
comparatively  under  the  following 
chapter  titles:  Early  history  and 
classification,  Distributions  and 
populations,  Migration  patterns, 
Reversed  sexual  size  dimorphism, 
Behaviour,  Food  and  feeding, 
Kleptoparasitism,  Plumage 
polymorphism,  Breeding  systems 
and  social  organisation,  Breeding 
- laying  to  hatching,  Breeding  - 
hatching  to  fledging,  Population 
dynamics,  Pollutants,  Skuas  and 
agriculture,  Skuas  and 
conservation. 

The  text  is  supported  by  100  maps 
and  diagrams,  30  photographs 
and  65  tables.  In  addition,  John 
Busby  contributes  35  evocative 
drawings  which  more  than 
embellish  this  erudite  and 
readable  summary  of  an 
impressive  and  diverse  group  of 
birds. 

368  pages,  £18.00  net 

T & A D POYSER 
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“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope." 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


(25  x 60mm) 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 

This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world's  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

KAifOAisM' 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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ZEISS  WEST 

Most  customers  first  choice 
Please  phone  for  latest  prices 


8x20  Band  Pouch 

£185 

10x25 Band  Pouch 

£199 

8 x 30  B and  K Case 

£370 

8 x 30  BGA  CF  and  Pouch 

£370 

8 x 56  B G AT  and  K Case 

£530 

7 x 42  B . G AT  and  K Case 

£530 

10x40BTandKCase 

£429 

10  x 40  BGA  CF&  Pouch 

Phone 

ADLERBLICK 

Adlerblick  are  high  quality  light  weight 
Japanese  Binoculars.  Supplied  with  case  and 
litetime  guarantee. 


Adlerblick  8 x 42 

£120 

Adlerblick  8x42  Armour 

£136 

Adlerblick  10x42 

£125 

Adlerblick  10x42  Armour 

£144 

Adlerblick  10x50 

£139 

Adlerblick  10x50  Armour 

£159 

ZEISS  EAST 

Very  good  value  and  supplied  with  case. 

8x30Jenoptem 

£44 

8 x 30  Deltrintem 

£54 

10x50Jenoptem 

£65 

10x50Dekarem 

£85 

8x32Notarem 
10x40Notarem 
8 x 50  Octarem 
8x50Nobilem 
12x50Dodecarem 


£119 

£169 

£195 

£145 

£245 


Free  Turmon  8 x 21  Monocular  value  £49.99 


SWIFT 

Supplied  with  case  and  strap. 
Belmont  8 x 40  £56 

Belmont  10x50  £59 

Belmont  12x50  £62 

Red  Spot  8x40  £98 

Red  Spot  10x50  £99 

Blue  Spot  9x42  £120 

Blue  Spot  10x42  £125 

Trilyte  Rubber  10  x 42  £125 

Osprey  7.5x42  £139 

Audubon  8.5x44  £170 


TELESCOPES 

We  always  have  a good  selection  in  slock, 
but  if  our  sales  are  anything  to  go  by,  KOWA 
and  BUSHNELL  are  tops! 


KOWA 

KOWATSN1  £232 

TSN1  Zoom  and  Case  (save  £13)  £339 

KOWATSN2  £222 


TSN2  Zoom  and  Case  (save  £13) 

KOWATSN3 

K0WATSN4 

Photo  Attachment 

KOWA  Soft  Case 

20xWA 

25  x 40  x 

20  x 60  x Zoom 


BUSHNELL 

Bushnell  Spacemasterand  Zoom 
Spacemasler  and  Fixed  Eyepiece 
Spacemaster  Body 
Eyepieces 


BAUSCH  & LOMB 


Discoverer 


£329 

£439 

£429 

£68 

£21 

£67 

£44 

£99 


£190 

£165 

£140 

£35 


£189 


KOWA  COMPACT  TELESCOPES 


TS601 

TS602 


£185  20  x 

£165  25  x 40  x 

Zoom  £93 


£67 

£42 


NEW 


NEW  NEW 


NEW  BRESSER  CORVETTE 
8x42  £119  10x50  £129 


Access  Visa  Credit  Charge  Post  & Packing  please  add  £2.50.  Open  9 am-5.30  pm  6 days. 
Prices  Correct  2.1 1 .87  Prices  subject  to  availability. 


Professional  & Retail  Photographers 


Ml  70  St.  Thomas  Street  ■ SCARBOROUGH 


Tel.  (0721)  163024 
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DARWIN  S GALAPAGOS  AND 
MAINLAND  ECUADOR 

A 17  day  trip  including  one  week  in  Galapagos  with  a naturalist 
guide  and  two  days  in  Tinlandia,  a fine  birding  area  in  mainland 
Ecuador.  Departures  29  March  and  27  September  1988.  Price 
from  £1830  in  small  group. 

WILDLIFE  OF  INDIA  AND  NEPAL 

22  days  with  ornithologist  Tony  Pym  visiting  Bharatpur  Bird 
Sanctuary.  Rantambor  or  Sariska  National  Parks,  Tiger  Haven  in 
Nepal  and  the  Chitwan  Park,  plus  the  Taj  Mahal,  Jaipur, 
Kathmandu  and  Delhi.  Departure  6 February  1988  for  £1790  in 
small  group. 


Twickers  World 


22CHURCH  STREET, TWICKENHAM 

01-892 11506/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


V 1 1 1 


Mystery  photographs 

After  a six-month  rest,  this  popular  feature  returns  to  BB.  Since  it 
was  introduced,  in  December  1976,  a total  of  126  photographs  has 
puzzled  BB  readers  and  been  diagnosed  and  discussed  by  two  dozen  of 
our  most  expert  bird-identifiers.  This  mixture  of  quiz  followed  by 
educational  analysis  has  been  copied  by  almost  a dozen  other  bird 
magazines  throughout  the  world,  and  in  several  cases  the  editors  not 
only  had  the  courtesy  to  ask  our  permission,  but  also  acknowledged  in 
print  the  source  of  the  idea.  We  are,  in  fact,  happy  for  it  to  be  used 
elsewhere,  for  we  firmly  believe  that  ornithology,  birdwatching,  birding 
and  twitching  should  all  be  fun.  Below,  therefore,  we  offer  another 
challenge  to  all  would-be  bird-identifiers.  The  instructive  solution  will 
be  provided  next  month.  El)S 


325.  Mystery  photograph  127.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


!§>fhntfi>-ftbf  wars  ago... 


‘On  September  28th.  1912,  I shot  a Firccrest  . . . On  September  24th.  1912.  I shot  an 
immature  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  . . . On  September  20th.  1912.  I obtained  an  example  of 
Blvth's  Reed-Warbler  . . . On  September  10th,  1912.  I obtained  an  immature  male  Barred 
Warbler  . The  kittle  Auks  (Alle  alle ) have  put  in  an  early  appearance  this  winter,  several 
having  been  observed  along  the  coast,  and  1 regret  to  say  some  have  already  been  obtained 
on  October  3 1st,  1912one  was  killed  by  a bottle  being  thrown  at  it  from  St.  Leonards  Pier.' 
(Brit.  Birds  6:  217  & 226.  December  1912) 
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Head-shaking  of  Garganey  and  Teal  while  feeding 

Between  1983  and  1985,  at  Cropston  Reservoir  and 
Rutland  Water,  Leicestershire,  I have  watched  both 
Garganeys  Anas  querquedula  and  Teals  A.  crecca  feeding.  All 
the  Garganeys  were  individuals  in  eclipse  or  juvenile 
plumage  (between  14th  August  and  10th  September); 
about  ten  were  watched  at  close  range  for  some  length  of 
time,  up  to  three  were  seen  together,  and  several 
individuals  were  seen  on  more  than  one  date.  All  showed 
a feeding  action  different  from  that  of  the  Teals,  which 
on  all  occasions  were  feeding  alongside.  The  majority  of  Garganeys 
dabbled  in  typical  fashion,  and,  when  bringing  their  head  out  of  the  water, 
usually  shook  their  head,  although  usually  not  with  any  regularity  (to  my 
eyes,  it  seemed  an  action  in  irritation  rather  than  as  part  of  a natural 
feeding  action).  Only  once  did  I observe  Garganeys  up-ending,  when,  on 
28th  August  1985,  two  were  alongside  several  Teals  on  Rutland  Water. 
Both  species  were  feeding  by  up-ending:  the  Teals  appeared  to  head- 
shake  more  than  when  dabbling,  and  the  Garganeys  performed  this  action 
with  less  regularity  than  when  dabbling  but  with  more  consistency  and 
with  more  of  a flowing  movement  than  the  Teals.  I have  not  been  able  to 
identify  the  food  being  taken  by  the  two  species;  it  may  be  that,  even 
though  they  fed  side  by  side,  they  were  taking  different  foods  and  that  the 
differing  actions  were  due  to  this.  Both  others  and  myself  have  found  that 
the  differing  actions  have  made  the  initial  locating  of  Garganeys  among  a 
party  of  Teals  easier  than  it  would  have  been  using  solely  shape  and 
markings.  J . B . H IGGOTT 

26  Link  Road,  Anstey,  Leicester  LE7  7BW 


Identification  and  ageing  of  first-winter  male  King  Eider  In  mid 

September  1985,  I watched  and  photographed  two  male  King  Eiders 
Somateria  spectabilis  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  USA.  One  (plate  327)  had  a 
yellow-orange  bill  and  was  evidently  moulting  from  second-summer  to 
second-winter  plumage.  The  other  (plate  326)  was  generally  brown,  with  a 
dark  bill,  and  was  presumably  a first-winter.  A striking  feature  of  its 
plumage  was  a pale,  off-white  eye-ring,  with  a similarly  coloured  streak 
running  downwards  from  behind  the  eye,  which  could  be  seen  from  a 
considerable  distance. 

No  mention  is  made  of  this  mark  under  Identification  in  the  King  Eider 
account  in  BWP,  nor  is  it  illustrated  there.  The  feature  is,  however,  shown 
in  the  National  Geographic  Society’s  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America 
(pages  82-83),  and  is  mentioned  in  the  Plumage  section  of  BWP  (vol.  1, 
page  610).  It  is  apparently  acquired  (though  rather  variably)  by  first- 
winter  males  (but  not  females),  and  thus  enables  such  birds  to  be  aged  and 
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327.  Male  King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  moulting  from  second-summer  to  second-winter 
plumage.  New  Jersey.  USA,  September  1985  {R.J.  Chandler ) 


sexed.  In  addition,  this  field  mark  assists  in  their  separation  from  immature 
Eiders  S.  mollissima.  A photograph  of  a second-year  male  in  the  Audubon 
Society  Master  Guide  to  Birding  (vol.  1,  page  187)  shows  the  feature  only 
faintly,  while  the  second  Cape  May  King  Eider  (plate  327),  which  was 
slightly  older,  did  not  show  it  at  all.  Thus,  it  appears  to  be  lost  with  age. 

R.  J.  Chandler 
6 Rust  and  Avenue , Orpington . Kent  BR68AU 

Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie  has  pointed  out  that  this  feature  is  also  mentioned  in  R.  S.  Palmer’s 
Handbook  oj North  American  Birds  (vol.  3).  While  its  presence  may  be  helpful,  its  absence  mac  be 
less  so,  since  it  is  not  clear  yet  how  long  this  feature  is  retained,  nor  whether  it  is  shown  bv  all 
individuals.  Eds 
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Pink  coloration  on  Little  Gulls  Over  the  past  1 5 years  or  so,  Little  Gulls 
Larus  minutus  have  been  recorded  regularly  in  spring  and  autumn  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Mersey  and  in  Liverpool  Bay, 'Merseyside.  During  April 
1 985,  sometimes  in  excess  of 300  were  present  at  Seaforth  Dock  Pools,  about 
one-third  of  which  were  first-years  and  second-years.  Several  of  the  adults 
were  pink-flushed  on  the  breast  and  some  also  on  the  tail  and  hindneck 
(intensely  so  on  some  individuals),  while  many  others  lacked  even  a hint  of 
pink,  although  they  also  were  in  full  adult  summer  plumage.  The  pink  flush 
was  also  evident  on  some  second-summers.  I found  it  most  surprising, 
however,  to  see  this  coloration  on  at  least  two  or  three  first-year  individuals, 
one  in  particular  having  pink  underparts  and  rump,  extending  onto  the  tail. 
This  particular  individual  was  still  mainly  in  first-winter  plumage.  1 feel 
that  the  variability  of  this  coloration,  and  its  presence  on  some  first-year  ♦ 
individuals  (on  which  I have  never  previously  noticed  this  feature)  may  be 
of  some  interest.  Mark  Gardner 

40  Dalemeadow  Road , Knotty  Ash,  Liverpool  L14  5PL 

P.  J.  Grant  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘Offurther  interest  is  the  fact  that  the  pink  coloration 
extended  to  the  tail  feathers  of  some  of  the  adults  and  one  of  the  first-years.  These  feathers 
surely  would  have  been  white  when  they  were  newly  grown  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
the  previous  calendar-year,  lending  support  for  the  theory  (e.g.  Buckley  1983)  that  the  pink 
coloration  on  some  gulls  and  terns  is  the  result  of  pink  colorant  contained  in  the  preen-gland  oil 
being  coated  onto  the  feathers  during  preening,  rather  than  feather  pigmentation.’  Eds 

REFERENCE 

Buckley,  P.  A.  1982.  Avian  genetics.  In  Petrak,  M.  (ed.)  Diseases  oj  Cage  and  Aviary  Birds.  2nd 

edn.  pp.  21-1 10.  Philadelphia. 


Common  Gulls  with  retained  juvenile  plumage  P.  J.  Grant  recorded  a 
first-year  Common  Gull  Larus  cams  with  retained  juvenile  plumage  on  24th 
February  (Brit.  Birds  75:  578-579).  On  15th  February  1986,  in  Amsterdam, 
Netherlands,  I saw  one  Common  Gull  among  several  first-winter  indi- 
viduals which  was  half  way  towards  first-winter  plumage,  having  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  retained  juvenile  feathers  present  on  other  indi- 
viduals. Another  still  had  juvenile  plumage  on  the  mantle,  scapulars  and 
underparts;  the  feathers  were  quite  fresh  compared  with  other  first-winter 
Common  Gulls.  The  retention  ofjuvenile  feathers  may  possibly  be  a feature 
shown  by  the  offspring  of  late-breeding  pairs.  A.  H.  V.  Eggenhuizen 
R.  Claeszenstraat  76',  1056  WR  Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands 


Common  Gull  with  pale  iris  On  1 1th  December  1983,  at  Deventer,  the 
Netherlands,  Frank  Ellenbroek  and  I noticed  an  adult  winter  Common 
Gull  Larus  canus  with  a pale  yellowish-white  iris.  This  gave  the  bird  an 
appearance  reminiscent  of  Ring-billed  L.  delawarensis  or  Herring  Gull  L. 
argentatus,  not  the  ‘friendly’  look  caused  by  the  normally  dark  iris  of 
Common  Gulls.  Apart  from  its  eyes,  the  bird  showed  all  the  usual  plumage 
and  bare-parts  features  of  an  adult  winter  Common  Gull.  1 have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  mention  in  the  literature  of  Common  Gulls  with  pale  irides. 
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Grant  ( 1 982 ) mentioned  a brown  iris  for  an  adult,  while  Cramp  & Simmons 
(1982)  described  it  as  brown-black.  According  to  Glutz  & Bauer  (1982), 
adult  summer  Common  Gull  has  a chestnut  iris,  in  some  individuals  with 
silvery  spots,  which  give  a milky  tinge  to  the  iris,  and  the  iris  of  adult-winters 
is  dark  brown  to  red-brown.  Apparently,  pale-irided  Common  Gulls  of  the 
nominate  race  are  very  rare  variants.  G.  Groot  Koerkamp 

Oosterwechelsweg  14,  7433  CP  Schalkhaar,  The  Netherlands 


REFERENCES 

Cramp,  S.,  & Simmons,  K.  E.  L.  (eds.)  1982.  The  Birds  oj  the  Western  Palearctic.  vol.  3.  Oxford. 
Glutz  von  Blotzheim.  L.  N.,  & Bauer,  K.  M.  1982.  Handbuch  der  Vogel  Mitteleuropas.  Band 
8/1.  Wiesbaden. 

Grant,  P.  J.  1982,  1986.  Gulls:  a guide  to  identification.  Calton. 

P.  J.  Grant  has  drawn  attention  to  another  published  record  of  L.  c.  canus  with  a pale  iris  (K. 
Mullamey  in  lilt.,  quoted  in  Grant  1986),  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Common  (Mew)  Gulls  of  the 
western  USA,  I..  c.  brachyrhynchus , often  have  noticeably  pale,  greenish-yellow  irides.  The  pitfall 
ol  pale-eyed  Common  Gulls  being  misidcntificd  as  Ring-hilled  Gulls  became  apparent  when 
photographs  ‘supporting’  such  a claim  (at  Abberton  Reservoir.  Essex,  during  3rd-10lh 
f ebruary  1985)  were  examined  by  the  Rarities  ( lommittee.  Although  it  had  a yellow  iris  and  a 
black  pupil,  the  bird  was  clearly  a Common  Gull.  Eds 


Midwinter  pairing  behaviour  by  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  On  20th 
January  1984,  while  walking  alongside  the  River  Trent  near  Burton  Joyce, 
Nottinghamshire,  I saw  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larusjuscus  on 
the  opposite  bank,  calling  loudly.  1 then  noticed  another  Lesser  Black-back 
about  200  m away,  flying  low  over  the  middle  of  the  river;  as  it  reached  the 
calling  gull,  it  veered  and  landed  2 m in  front  of  it,  with  its  body  sideways 
on;  the  first  gull  was  still  calling.  Turning  around,  the  newcomer  faced  the 
calling  bird,  which  had  its  neck  stretched  almost  vertically  upwards  and  its 
wide-open  bill  pointing  upwards;  it  moved  closer  and  adopted  the  same 
posture,  and  both  gulls  called  in  unison,  though  the  newcomer  was  not  so 
upright.  After  about  20  seconds,  the  latter,  which  I considered  a female, 
walked  to  the  male’s  right  side  so  that  both  were  flank  to  flank,  and  faced  the 
male’s  rear.  The  female  turned  around  and,  with  head  and  neck  lowered, 
walked  around  the  front  of  the  male  to  his  left  side  so  that  both  were  again 
flank  to  flank;  she  then  turned  around  and  repeated  this  behaviour  three  or 
four  times,  with  the  male  still  in  the  same  posture  as  before.  W hile  walking 
in  semicircles,  the  female  was  always  very  close,  almost  touching  the  male. 
When  she  had  finished,  the  male  picked  up  a twig  and  dropped  it;  the 
female  then  flew  back  upstream,  towards  me,  and.  after  about  five  minutes, 
the  male  followed.  Z?ll  Psays  of  this  species  ‘no  evidence  that  bonds  persist 
throughout  winter'.  A.  S.  Boot 

38  Balmoral  Road , Col  wick,  Nottingham  NG4  2GD 

It  is  possible  that  the  pair  bond  does  in  fact  persist  through  the  winter,  although  this  may 
also  have  been  a case  of  early  display,  which  is  reasonably  common  among  seabirds.  Black- 
headed Gulls  L.  ridibundus  in  winter  plumage  display  as  if  paired,  while  Herring  Gulls  L. 
argentatus  more  often  and  unambiguously  appear  paired  in  winter.  Interestingly.  N.  Tinbergen 
(1970,  Signals  j or  Survival ) said  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  spring  ‘Since  gulls  pair  for  life, 
many  males  already  have  partners.'  Eds 
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Herring  Gull  preying  on  rabbits  At  the  Jersey  Zoo,  Jersey,  Channel 
Islands,  a large  colony  of  rabbits  Oryctolagus  cuniculus  has  developed  in  a 
steep  bank  on  one  side  of  a large  wildfowl  exhibit.  In  1984,  the  rabbits 
reached  large  numbers  and  were  preyed  on  by  occasional  feral  cats  Felis 
domesticus.  Herring  Gulls  Larus  argentatus  are  always  present  in  the  zoo  and 
one  third-summer  individual  became  a full-time  predator  at  this  rabbit 
warren.  It  spent  all  day  sitting  at  the  base  of  the  bank  on  a flat  area  on  which 
rabbits  of  all  sizes  fed,  apparently  oblivious  to  the  gull’s  presence.  The  gull 
preyed  mainly  on  the  very  small  young  rabbits  that  were  above  ground  for 
the  first  time.  It  caught  them  easily  and  carried  them  to  the  lake,  where  it 
killed  them  either  by  battering  them  on  the  rocks  or  by  drowning  them; 
some  large  rabbits  were  dropped  from  about  10  m into  the  water  or  on  to  the 
rocks  surrounding  the  lake,  the  gull  continuing  to  drop  the  rabbit  until  it  • 
was  dead.  Adult  rabbits  occasionally  attempted  to  defend  their  young  by 
repeatedly  running  at  the  gull;  I never  saw  them  save  any,  but  some  young 
may  have  got  away  in  the  confusion.  The  gull  ate  the  entrails  and  some- 
times the  head.  It  was  once  seen  to  defend  a dead  rabbit  from  other  gulls. 
The  stretched  remains  of  baby  rabbits  indicated  that  other  gulls  probably 
did  fight  over  the  carcases,  but  only  this  one  Herring  Gull  was  ever 
observed  killing  rabbits,  although  other  gulls  spent  the  day  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  warren.  H.  G.  Young 

The  Jersey  Wildlije  Preservation  Trust,  Les  Augres  Manor,  Trinity,  Jersey,  Channel 

Islands 

Juvenile  Herring  Gull  with  aberrant  white  wing  markings  A juvenile 
Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus  michahellis  at  Gibraltar  in  August  1984  showed 
conspicuous  subterminal  white  marks  on  the  greater  primary  coverts  and 
clear  white  spots  near  the  tips  of  all  ten  primaries,  symmetrically  on  both 
wings.  The  photograph  reveals  that  the  marks  on  the  coverts  comprised 

328.  Juvenile  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus  michahellis  with  white  wing  markings,  Gibraltar, 

August  1984  (E.  F.J.  Garcia ) 
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triangular  white  patches  across  the  centre  of  each  feather.  The  white  spot 
on  each  primary  resembles  a small  mirror  like  that  on  the  outer  primaries  of 
adults.  All  other  plumage  features  were  normal.  E.  F.  J.  Garcia 

2 Busdens  Close,  Milford,  Godaiming,  Surrey  GU85JS 

Most  instances  ol  partial  albinism  are  filed  for  reference  and  possible  future  summary,  but 
the  excellent  photograph  and  interesting  pattern  in  this  instance  justify  separate  publication. 
Eds 


Herring  Gull  showing  characters  of  ‘L.  a.  armenicus’  in  Britain 

On  27th  October  1985,  at  Hanningfield  Reservoir,  Essex.  S.  Hudgell, 
J.  T.  Smith  and  DLA  found  an  adult  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus  of  one  of 
the  yellow-legged  races.  It  remained  in  view  for  two  hours,  during  which 
time  it  was  also  seen  by  JM.  All  were  puzzled  by  some  of  its  features, 
particularly  the  bill,  which  was  shorter  than  those  of  other  Herring  Gulls 
and  had  a well-defined  black  subterminal  band.  The  bird  was  smaller  than 
the  average  Herring  Gull,  with  a rather  rotund  head,  and  this,  combined 
with  the  bill,  gave  it  a more  gentle  appearance. 

From  the  literature  available,  we  tentatively  identified  it  as  belonging  to 
the  race  L.  a.  armenicus , although  on  known  distribution  this  seemed 
unlikely.  Fortunately,  over  the  following  few  weeks,  it  made  about  five  brief 
appearances,  being  last  seen  on  12th  December.  Additional  notes,  plus 
comparisons  with  photographs  of  armenicus  taken  by  G.  Delve  in  Israel 
during  1984,  confirmed  that  its  main  characters  matched  that  subspecies. 

The  following  description  was  compiled  from  notes  made  by  the  above 
observers. 


size  and  proportions  About  that  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  L.  fuscus.  Proportionally 
longer-winged  than  average  Herring  Gull, 
producing  sleeker  appearance.  The  rotund 
head  and  shorter,  more  gentle-looking  bill 
produced  less-fierce  expression. 
upperparts  A shade  darker  than  those  ol 
Common  Gull  L.  canus.  Head  white,  with 
small  smudge  around  eye.  At  close  range, 
faint  streaks  evident  on  crown,  continuing 
lightlv  down  hindneck.  Scapular-crescent 
grey,  only  slightly  paler  than  rest  of  upper- 
parts.  Tertial  edges  white,  as  on  other 
Herring  Gulls.  Primaries  black,  with  longest 
having  small  white  tip.  next  three  or  four 


showing  white  crescents  on  tips,  far  smaller 
than  those  on  other  gulls  present.  In  flight, 
black  of  primaries  extensive  (probably  even 
more  so  than  on  L.  a.  nnchahellis),  and  only 
one  small  white  mirror  on  longest  primary. 
Wing-coverts  and  tail  showed  no  sign  of 
immature  flecking. 

BARE  parts  Bill  deep  yellow,  with  bright  red 
spot  near  gonys,  above  which  was  black 
band,  which  seemed  to  cut  into  rear  of  red. 
Tip  pale  yellow.  Iris  mid-brown,  dark  at  a 
distance.  Orbital  ring  red.  Legs  bright 
vellow,  as  on  typical  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull. 


The  main  problem  in  arriving  at  a subspecific  identification  was  the 
possibility  of  a small  michahellis  retaining  some  dark  on  the  bill.  We 
considered,  however,  that  this  could  be  safely  dismissed  on  the  following 

points: 

The  bird  showed  full  adult  plumage,  with  no  sign  of  immaturity  on  the 
wing-coverts  or  tail.  It  was,  therefore,  in  at  least  fourth-winter  plumage. 

iris,  however,  was  like  that  of  a second-yeai  ol  other  subspecies. 
Likewise,  the  bills  of  immatures  of  other  races  rarely  show  such  a well- 
defined  black  band,  especially  in  conjunction  with  the  red  spot.  Lastly,  the 
bill  and  head  shape  appeared  very  different  from  those  of  other  subspecies 
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with  which  we  were  familiar,  even  tending  towards  Common  Gull  in 
structure. 

Little  has  been  published  on  the  range  of  L:‘a.  armenicus.  B\\ P states 
‘resident  on  the  Armeniyan  lakes,  with  only  local  dispersals,  south  to 
Kurdistan’.  Whilst  R.  A.  Hume  (Brit.  Birds  76:  189-190)  and  others  have 
reported  it  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  Israel  during  the  winter,  we 
cannot  find  any  records  of  occurrences  farther  west. 

D.  L.  Acfield  and  J.  Miller 
450 A Baddow  Road,  Great  Baddow,  Chelmsford,  Essex 

On  our  behalf,  P.  J.  Grant  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘We  do  not  regard  this  evidence  as 
proof  of  what,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  seems  a highly  unlikely  occurrence.  We  feel, 
however,  that  this  is  an  interesting  note,  and  publish  it  to  draw  attention  to  the  possibility, 
however  slight,  of  the  race  armenicus  occurring  in  Western  Europe,  and  to  encourage  further  . 
investigation  into  the  identification  of  this  rather  distinctive  subspecies  which  some  authorities 
(e.g.  Dr  P.  Devillers  in  BWP  vol.  3)  consider  would  be  better  regarded  as  a separate  species, 
perhaps  to  be  named  Armenian  Gull  L.  armenicus.'  Eds 


Seasonality  of  Herring  Gulls  in  the  west  Midlands  The  subspecific 
composition  of  Herring  Gulls  Larus  argentatus  wintering  in  central  England 
has  been  the  subject  of  some  debate.  In  a field  study  of  a winter  roost  in 
Staffordshire,  Hume  (1978)  recognised  four  types  of  Herring  Gull,  one  of 
which  he  considered  referable  to  L.  a.  argentatus.  Subsequently,  the 
feasibility  of  distinguishing  in  the  field  between  Scandinavian  L.  a. 
argentatus  and  British  L.  a.  argenteus  has  been  disputed  (for  example,  Morley 
1979).  Ringing  studies  in  northern  Britain  (Coulson  et  al.  1984)  and  in 
southeast  England  (Stanley  etal.  1981)  have  indicated  that  argentatus  arrives 
on  the  wintering  grounds  later  in  the  season  than  argenteus.  British  Herring 
Gulls  tend  to  winter  relatively  close  to  their  breeding  grounds,  and  there  is 
significant  occupation  of  wintering  sites  from  August  onwards  (Stanley  et 
al.  1981).  At  Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon,  for  example  (where  most  wintering 
Herring  Gulls  are  considered  to  be  of  relatively  local  origin),  the  numbers 
roosting  in  late  September  1979  were  as  high  as  70%  of  the  eventual 
December/January  maximum  (K.  E.  Vinicombe  in  litt.).  By  contrast, 
significant  numbers  of  Scandinavian  argentatus  do  not  arrive  in  Britain 
before  November,  and  reach  a peak  in  January;  dispersal  occurs  rapidly  in 
late  January  and  February. 

The  monthly  distribution  of  numbers  at  wintering  sites  is  thus 
potentially  significant.  Accordingly,  I have  attempted  to  determine  the 
seasonality  of  wintering  Herring  Gulls  in  the  west  Midlands,  using  two 
methods:  (a)  a series  of  almost  weekly  counts  at  Blithfield  Reservoir, 
Staffordshire,  in  the  period  September  to  March  during  the  ten  winters 
1974/75  to  1983/84;  (b)  summing  all  dated  records  included  in  the  annual 
West  Midland  Bird  Reports  for  the  years  1970  to  1984.  The  results  are 
presented  in  figure  1,  and  show  a broad  measure  of  agreement. 

In  central  England,  distance  from  the  nearest  regular  breeding  colonies 
reaches  a maximum,  and  this  will  no  doubt  influence  the  timing  of  arrival  of 
wintering  argenteus.  Nevertheless,  the  characteristics  of  the  monthly 
profile — few  before  November  and  a considerable  peak  in  January — are 
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Fig.  1.  Half-monthly  distribution  of  Herring  Gulls  Ismis  argentatus : (a)  left-hand  scale  and 
line:  mean  counts  at  Blit hfielcl  Reservoir,  Staffordshire,  1974/75-83/84;  (b)  right-hand  scale 
and  blocks:  summated  counts  in  the  west  Midlands,  1970-84 


intriguingly  close  to  those  for  populations  known  to  include  a significant 
argentatus  component.  A.  R.  Dean 

2 Charingworth  Road,  Solihull , West  Midlands  B928HT 
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Spring  moult  of  Kittiwake  Between  24th  January  and  13th  February 
1986,  I spent  a total  of  14  hours  seawatching  at  sea  in  the  North  Atlantic 
and  Norwegian  Sea.  during  which  time  I observ  ed  some  120  adult  Kitti- 
wakes  Rissa  tridactyla.  Approximately  10%  were  in  immaculate  summer 
plumage,  the  first  of  these  being  seen  on  24th  January.  Others  showed  only 
slight  traces  of  the  species'  winter  head  pattern,  indicating  that  they  were 
well  into  their  spring  head  and  body  moult.  The  literature  gives  the  timing 
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of  this  moult  variously  from  February  to  May  ( BWP  notes  it  as  ‘March- 
ApriF),  which  seems  to  be  somewhat  late  in  light  of  the  above  observations. 

Nigel  W.  Cottle 
cjo  The  Hawthorns,  King  Ina  Road,  Somerton,  Somerset  TA116JX 


Mottling  on  upperparts  of  a Paddyfield  Warbler  A Paddyfield  Warbler 
Acrocephalus  agricola  trapped  on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  on  30th  May  1984  (Brit. 
Birds  78:  574)  showed  obvious  blackish-grey  centres  to  most  of  its  upper- 
parts  feathers  (crown,  nape,  hindneck,  mantle  and  scapulars)  when 
examined  in  the  hand. 


329  8c  330.  Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocepha- 
lus  agricola,  Shetland,  May  1984  (Kevin 

Osborn) 
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Alter  release,  the  bird  was  watched  in  good  light  at  a range  of  about  7 m, 
honi  above  as  it  fed  along  a small  burn.  The  dark  leather  centres  to  the 
upperparts  especially  those  around  the  nape  and  mantle — were  also 
visible  in  the  field. 

I he  bird  s very  jerky  (sometimes  flycatcher-like)  feeding  action  and 
continuous  tail  flicking,  with  wings  held  low  with  the  tips  below  the  tail  for 
most  of  the  time,  may  have  accentuated  the  effect. 

\\  hen  photographed  in  the  hand  w ith  its  feathers  lying  approximately  in 
theii  correct  positions  (plate  329),  the  dark  leather  centres  were  almost 
impossible  to  see;  with  its  body  turned  to  the  side  (plate  330),  however, 
their  presence  became  obvious.  Kevin  Osborn 

24  Rykhill,  Chadwell-St- Alary,  Grays,  Essex  RMI64RR 

Nick  Riddilord  has  informed  us  that  his  laborator\  description  in  the  Fair  Isle  Bird 
Observatory  log  referred  to  ‘charcoal-grey  bases  of  leathers,  giving  almost  blotch\  blackish 
effect’  particularly  to  crown.  Eds 


Letters 


Kentish  Plover  clutch  hatching  after  prolonged  incubation  Further 
to  J.  Walters’  note  (Brit.  Birds  80:  73-74),  may  I draw  your  attention  to  the 
paper  by  B.  Lang  and  A.  Typlot  on  the  breeding  of  the  Kentish  Plover 
Charadrius  alexandrinus  in  Normandy  ( Cortnoran  5 (4)  28:  330-335),  in  which 
they  described  a chick  hatching  after  more  than  39  days'  incubation. 

Gerard  Debout 

Groupe  Ornithologique  Nonnand.  Universite , 14032  Caen  Cedex,  France 

Origin  of  Arctic  gulls  in  Britain  and  Ireland  Speculation  on  the  origin 
of  High-Arctic  gulls  such  as  Ross's  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  (Brit.  Birds  78:  558: 
80:  77)  and  Ivory  Gull  Pagophi/a  ebuniea  is  not  easy.  The  w inter  quarters  of 
both  species  are  poorly  documented  (Blomqvist  & Elander  1981).  due 
chiefly  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  Arctic  ice  in  winter  to  human  observers. 
Even  breeding  sites  are  remote.  In  the  North  Atlantic  sector  of  the  Arctic 
Ocean,  the  Svalbard  region  is  an  area  where  concentrations  are  found  ol 
non-breeding  Ross’s  Gulls,  and  also  breeding  and  wintering  Ivory  Gulls 
(Densley  1977;  Blomqvist  & Elander  1981:  Meltofte  el  a/.  1981).  The 
Svalbard  population  of  the  Ivon-  Gull  is  apparently  in  decline  (BU’P),  and 
only  sporadic  breeding  of  both  species  has  been  recorded  elsew  here  in  the 
sector.  Known  migration  patterns  show  that  Ross's  Chills  remain  at  high 
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latitudes,  with  some  movement  off  western  Greenland  south  into  the  Davis 
Strait.  Ivory  Gulls  have  been  observed  moving  south  in  autumn  ofl  east 
Greenland,  and  in  early  winter  those  from  the  Canadian  Arctic  also  follow 
the  ice  edge  south  to  concentrate  in  the  Davis  Strait,  with  some  moving  into 
Labrador  waters  (Blomqvist  & Blander  1981;  Renaud  & McLaren  1982). 

I have  scrutinised  individual  occurrences  of  both  species  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  with  reference  to  meteorological  conditions  in  the  hope  that  this 
may  throw  some  light  on  their  origins.  I chose  the  two  decades  from  1966  to 
1985,  which  includes  the  remarkable  upsurge  in  records  of  Ross’s  Gulls  in 
the  early  1980s.  No  parallel  increase  in  Ivory  Gulls  was  noted. 

Of  the  29  winter  records  (Nov  ember  to  February)  of  the  Ross’s  Gull.  19 
(66%)  have  been  recorded  with,  or  soon  after,  vigorous  (and  sometimes 
persistent)  outbreaks  of  air  of  polar  origin.  Thirteen  of  these  were  recorded  * 
in  north  and  east  Britain,  where  54%  were  associated  with  northerly  winds, 
and  the  rest  with  west  to  northwest  winds.  The  remaining  six  were  observed 
in  south  and  west  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  which  four  were  in  northerlies  and 
two  in  west  to  northwest  winds.  Of  those  birds  of  both  species  whose  arrival 
throughout  the  year  could  be  attributed  to  polar  airstreams  (63%  of  all 
records),  a greater  proportion  of  Ivory  Gulls  (94%)  than  Ross’s  Gulls 
(60%)  occurred  in  northerlies. 

It  would  seem  that,  as  with  many  other  vagrants,  atmospheric 
circulation  patterns  hold  the  key.  Those  winters  in  which  the  Icelandic 
low-pressure  area  has  been  weaker  than  normal,  or  close  to  or  farther  south 
or  southwest  than  its  normal  position  at  60°N  30°V\  (see  fig.  47  in  Elkins 
1983),  have  resulted  in  few,  if  any,  vagrant  Ross’s  Gulls.  The  winters  of 
1978/79,  1979/80  and  1981/82  were  good  examples.  Conversely,  when  the 
Icelandic  low  has  been  intensified  and  displaced  north  or  northeast,  thus 
leading  to  outbreaks  of  northerly  winds  over  the  Norwegian  Sea  or  direct 
west  to  northwest  airflows  from  southern  Greenland,  Ross’s  Gulls  have 
been  relatively  numerous,  for  example  in  1980/81  and  1982/83.  Frequent 
northerlies  over  the  Arctic  pack-ice  result  in  falling  temperatures  with 
substantial  southward  extensions  of  the  ice  edge  and  probable  temporary- 
changes  in  the  wintering  areas  of  High-Arctic  seabirds.  Such  ice-edge 
changes  took  place  in  the  Greenland  and  Barents  Seas  in  1980/81,  after  a 
summer  in  which  Ross’s  Gulls  were  very  numerous  in  the  area  (Meltofte  et 
a/.  1981),  and  in  the  Davis  Strait  in  1982/83.  In  Svalbard,  the  winter  of 
1980/81  was  by  far  the  coldest  of  those  in  the  period  under  review,  while  in 
southwest  Greenland  that  of  1982/83  was  the  second  coldest. 

There  is  no  indication  from  this  rather  subjective  analysis  that  Ross’s 
Gulls  in  western  areas  of  Britain  and  Ireland  originate  more  from  the 
northwest  than  from  the  north,  as  has  been  suggested  (Brit.  Birds  78:  558), 
although  the  proportion  of  such  birds  has  risen  steadily  during  the  period, 
to  around  50%  in  the  1980s.  There  was  no  detectable  difference  between 
adult  and  immature  distribution,  though  midsummer  records  were  all  of 
immatures.  Adults  exceeded  immatures  in  the  ratio  4 to  1 (95%  aged), 
unlike  Ivory  Gulls,  in  which  the  ratio  was  1 to  3 (84%  aged). 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  winter  influxes  of  Ross’s  Gulls  can  be  expected 
when  southward  extensions  of  the  pack-ice  in  the  Greenland  Sea  or  Dav  is 
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Sli  ait  oc c ui  in  conjunction  with  strong  vvindflows  direct  from  those  regions 
to  Britain  and  Ireland.  No  corresponding  relationship  could  be  found  lor 
the  Ivory  Gull,  and  the  lack  of  records  associated  with  west  to  northwest 
winds  is  puzzling,  as  one  would  expect  rather  more  to  come  from  the  major 
wintering  area  off  southwest  Greenland. 

Interestingly,  most  recent  Ivory  Gull  sightings  in  northern  continental 
Eui ope  have  been  in  winter,  while  most  Ross's  Gulls  have  occurred  in 
summer,  perhaps  reflecting  t lie  latter  species'  preference  for  less  harsh 
breeding  habitats.  1 he  disparity  among  recorded  dates  ol  the  two  species, 
in  both  northern  and  western  Europe,  suggests  different  winter  behaviour, 
with  perhaps  more  nomadism  on  the  part  ol  the  Ross  s Gull,  but  a great 
deal  more  needs  to  be  known  about  their  habits  before  any  further 
inferences  can  be  drawn.  Norman  Elkins 

18  Scotstarvit  View , Cupar,  Fife  KY 15 4DX 
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Decline  of  the  Turtle  Dove  In  a letter  published  in  British  Birds  in 
November  1985  (78:  598-599),  I said  that  over  the  past  25  years  or  so  I had 
noticed  a great  decline  in  the  numbers  of  Turtle  Doves  Streptopelia  turtur  in 
those  parts  ol  Kent  and  Surrey  that  1 v isited  most  often,  and  requested 
information  from  other  dove-addicts  as  to  whether  they  had,  or  had  not , 
noted  any  change  in  numbers  of  this  species. 

I had  written  a full  account  of  the  results,  but  man  proposes,  editors 
dispose.  It  was  thought  too  full,  and  only  a summary  can  appear  here. 

Twenty  people  were  kind  enough  to  write  to  me.  Seventeen  of  these  dealt 
with  localities  in  the  English  counties  of  Cambridgeshire,  Cheshire, 
Dorset,  Hertfordshire,  Kent,  Leicestershire,  Norfolk.  Northamptonshire, 
Oxfordshire,  Somerset,  Suffolk,  and  Yorkshire.  Of  these,  one  recorded  no 
change;  two  very  slight  declines;  one  no  change  until  1984.  then  a sharp 
decline;  and  two  no  change  until  1985,  then  a sharp  decline.  The  other  1 1 
letters  all  told  of  marked  decreases  over  (variously)  the  past  five  to  30  years, 
with  the  Turtle  Dove  now  absent  from,  or  present  in  only  small  numbers 
in,  areas  where  it  was  formerly  abundant. 

A writer  from  Spain,  and  one  from  the  Netherlands,  recorded  marked 
decline  in  numbers  in  at  least  part  of  each  of  those  countries  also.  Another 
gave  interesting  recent  information  on  Turtle  Doves  and  the  worsening 
climate  in  the  Sahel  region  of  western  Africa. 

Not  one  letter  recorded  a marked  increase  of  numbers  anywhere  or  that  the 
Turtle  Dove  was  now  present  in  an  area  where  it  had  not  been  years  ago. 

I think,  therefore,  one  can  conclude  that,  despite  its  continued  abun- 
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dance  in  some  places,  the  Turtle  Dove  has  much  decreased  and  is  probably 
still  decreasing. 

Possible  (but  as  yet  unproven)  reasons  for  the  decline  are:  (1)  the 
continued  (and  probably  in  scale  continuingly  increasing)  destruction  of 
Turtle  Doves  by  man  for  sport  and  food;  (2)  the  effects  of  the  worsening 
climate  in  Britain  and  (more  particularly)  the  Sahel  region  of  Africa;  (3) 
modern  farming  methods  decreasing  the  food  supply;  (4)  competition  with 
the  Collared  Dove  S.  decaocto ; and  (5)  increased  natural  predation  on  adults 
and  young  by  raptors,  and  on  eggs  and  young  by  crows,  now  that  these 
birds  are,  happily,  less  widely  and  ruthlessly  destroyed  by  man  than  was 
formerly  the  case. 

I think  that,  of  the  above  possible  causes,  only  ( 1 ) and  (2)  are  likely  to  be 
of  major  importance,  and  (4)  and  (5)  are  likely  to  be  at  most  of  minor  or 
very  local  significance.  Derek  Goodwin 

6 Crest  View  Drive , Petts  Wood , Orpington,  Kent  BR5 IBY 

‘Everything  but  the  girl’  There  are  two  answers  to  Dr  Philip  Bentley’s 
question  concerning  the  small  number  of  active  female  birdwatchers  in 
comparison  with  the  many  male  birders  {Brit.  Birds  80:  122).  First,  despite 
our  alleged  liberation,  women  in  this  country  are  still  expected  to  be  the 
homemakers,  and  most  of  us  conform.  While  it  is  apparently  acceptable 
for  a married  man  to  leave  his  spouse  and  young  family  for  birdwatching 
trips,  the  reverse  is  not  the  case.  For  most  women,  it  is  only  when  our 
chicks  have  fledged  that  we  have  the  freedom  to  indulge  our  avian 
pursuits,  however  serious  our  interest. 

Secondly,  there  is,  among  a large  section  of  male  birdwatchers,  a refusal 
to  take  women  seriously,  no  matter  how  knowledgeable  they  may  be.  A 
derogatory  remark,  doubting  an  identification,  can  be  decidedly  off- 
putting.  Jillian  V.  Bale 

14  Skinner  Street,  Poole,  Dorset  BH15  IRH 

Have  you  ever  tried  finding  a non-existent  bush  to  pee  behind  on 
Cliffe  Marshes  on  a cold  Boxing  Day  morning?  N aomi  Clarke 

The  root  cause  of  under-representation  of  women  is,  1 believe,  their 
social  position  in  society.  Birding  is  not  substantially  different  from 
many  other  leisure  activities,  and  generally  women  do  not  participate 
so  fully  in  such  activities  as  do  men.  In  the  particular  age  group  to 
which  Dr  Bentley  refers,  many  women  are  heavily  involved  in  child 
rearing,  and  this  reduces  the  amount  of  time  available  for  leisure 
activities.  The  amount  of  disposable  income  available  to  this  group  of 
women  is  probably  less  than  that  available  to  a similar  group  of  men: 
equipment  and  travel  both  cost  money.  How  many  women  have  access 
to  the  family  car?  How  many  men  will  genuinely  be  happy  to  see  their 
wives  leaving  early  in  the  morning  in  the  family  car  whilst  they  stay  at 
home  to  look  after  the  children?  Your  editorial  comment  makes  a 
comparison  with  the  USA.  I spent  several  months  in  the  USA  last  year 
and  women  there  all  seemed  to  have  their  own  cars. 
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Another  aspect  is  personal  safety.  Whilst  this  is  not  exclusively  a 
h male  problem,  a woman  walking  along  an  estuary,  in  the  woods  or  on 
the  moors,  carrying  expensive  optical  equipment,  is  far  more  likely  to 
bt  the  v ictim  of  violent  attack,  whether  it  be  mugging  or  rape. 

1 o increase  the  representation  of  women,  birding  groups  need  to  be 
more  woman  friendly  . How  often  do  women  give  talks,  front  meetings 
or  have  places  on  committees?  How  often  do  coach  trips  make  adequate 
toilet  arrangements? 

Birding  magazines  could  help.  How  often  are  women  pictured  either 
in  features  or  advertisements?  And,  if  they  are,  how  are  they  featured? 
Seldom  are  they  shown  in  a dominant  or  equal  role.  This  could  easily 
be  changed. 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  we  need  to  ensure  that  YOC  and  junior 
sections  of  bird  and  other  natural  history  groups  are  girl  friendly’. 
Women  need  to  play  their  part  by  being  ‘visible’  in  these  groups,  thus 
serving  the  double  purpose  of  acting  as  role  models  for  young  girls  and 
showing  boys  that  women  have  a place  in  birding.  Those  birders  who 
meet  with  young  people,  either  as  parents  or  professionally,  need  to 
encourage  girls  not  to  accept  a subordinate  role  in  society  and  to  enter 
into  adult  life  with  the  same  leisure  expectations  as  men. 

I hope  that  all  male  birders  will  now  look  at  their  own  birding  circles 
and  consider  whether  they  are  creating  an  atmosphere  in  which  both 
men  and  women  feel  comfortable.  Jl’DlTH  Crank 

12  Rex  Avenue,  Millhouses,  Sheffield  S7  2GS 

Perhaps  the  following  points  can  help  to  explain  why  there  are  so  few 
young  female  birders. 

1.  THE  HUNTING  INSTINCT  Very  young  male  human  beings  often  have  a 
keen  interest  in  eggs  and  nests,  whereas  young  females  prefer  to  leave 
them  alone.  Perhaps  some  of  the  young  males  grow  up  to  be  birders. 

2.  LACK  OF  COMPETITION  Although  my  two  young  daughters  are 
members  of  the  YOC,  there  are  no  teachers  at  their  school  who  are 
interested  in  birding,  nor  are  any  of  their  friends  interested.  There  is  no 
competition  or  incentive  to  become  more  knowledgeable. 

3.  MALE  SCORN  Although  I had  always  been  interested  in  natural 
history',  I was  in  my  late  twenties  when  I met  a birding  boyfriend  (my 
late  husband).  I was  infuriated  by  his  ability  to  recognise  birds  and  my 
competitive  instinct  came  to  the  fore.  I soon  learnt,  however,  that  the 
usual  male  response  to  the  youngish  female  birder  is  to  ‘test  her  on 
identification,  and  accuracy  is  met  with  astonishment.  See  and  identify 
a Red-breasted  Flycatcher  in  the  absence  of  anyone  else  and  the  young 
female  is  met  with  disbelief — until  the  photo  is  developed. 

Here  on  Islay,  now,  there  are  several  female  birders,  but,  on  seeing  an 
unusual  bird,  we  are  met  with  the  same  patronising  ‘Oh.  really?’  from 
our  male  counterparts  (Dr  Ogilvie  excepted!).  J ane  Dawson 

Easter  Ellis  ter , Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll 


My  own  observations  over  many  years  suggest  an  interest  in  birds 


640 


Letters 


amongst  females  at  least  as  great  as  if  not  greater  than  that  amongst 
males.  The  difference,  however,  is  that  women  (of  all  ages)  like  birds , 
whereas  men  like  birdwatching , if  birdwatching  is  defined  as  going  out 
with  binoculars. 

I ascribe  this  to  the  male’s  in-built  role  as  a hunter,  where 
birdwatching  becomes  the  hunting.  The  young  married  male  bird- 
watcher carries  on  with  his  ‘hunting’,  leaving  the  wife  behind  with  the 
children.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  women  birders  in  the  upper  age 
range,  noted  by  Dr  Bentley,  could  be  ascribed  to  the  changing  balance 
of  hormones  in  later  years. 

This  hunter  role  is  converted  into  boys’  and  men’s  tendency  to  be 
involved  in  competitive  collecting,  be  it  of  stamps,  of  glass  marbles,  of 
toy  cars  or  of  train  or  bird  sightings.  In  the  extreme,  this  becomes  ' 
twitching.  C.J.  Durdin 

36  Thunder  Lane,  Thorpe  St  Andrew,  Norwich  NR7  OPX 

Some  years  ago,  I had  an  interview  with  our  Norwegian  Grand  Old 
Man,  the  ornithologist  A.  Bernhoft-Osa  (90  years  old  in  1987),  about 
many  things,  including  this  question  of  girls  in  ornithology.  Bernhoft- 
Osa  said  that,  for  thousands  of  years,  males  have  been  hunting  animals 
and  birds  to  survive  and  as  an  interest  in  sport.  So,  little  by  little,  some 
of  the  males  put  away  their  guns  and  began  to  use  binoculars,  looking 
at  and  studying  animals  and  birds  instead  of  shooting  them.  Thus  came 
into  being  new  groups  of ‘hunters’ — the  ornithologists.  Here  in  Norway 
we  also  have  very  few  female  ornithologists.  I think  that  the  progressive 
equality  of  status  of  women  will  eventually  result  in  more  female 
birders.  Svein  Efteland 

Box  190,  N-4060  Kleppe,  Norway 

Birding  is  more  than  a hobby;  for  most  of  us  it  is  a time-consuming 
passion.  Traditionally,  women  are  expected  to  raise  the  young  and 
housekeep,  which  is  heavily  incompatible  with  long  hours  spent  in  the 
field. 

Birding  is  a male  preserve:  sexist  attitudes  prevail,  and  women  are 
not  made  to  feel  particularly  welcome.  When  I first  led  a YOC  weekend 
course,  it  was  expected  that  I would  cook  breakfast  for  all,  while  the 
male  leader  sea-watched.  What  sort  of  example  is  that  to  the  girls  on 
the  course? 

There  are  the  occasional  advantages  for  females,  such  as  the  offer  of 
a front-line  place  in  a crowd  on  Scilly;  the  general  expectation  that  you 
won’t  have  to  do  all  the  driving;  and  the  friendly  help  you  get  when  men 
realise  you  are  a genuine  birder.  But  the  deterrents  are  there,  and  the 
less-hardy  and  less-dedicated  females  are  bound  to  withdraw  before 
they  have  realised  what  birding  is  all  about.  Anna  Hughes 

38  Bagshot  Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex  EN1  2RE 

Comparative  observations  of  birds  and  birders  provide  answers  to  Dr 
Bentley’s  question. 
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I he  former  attract  mates  by  one,  or  more,  of  these:  neat  and 
atti  active  appearance,  melodious  voice,  possession  of  desirable  pro- 
perty (—  territory),  elaborate  courtship  display.  Since  birders  generally 
are  neither  couth  nor  pecunious,  few  nubile  maidens  seek  mates  among 
them.  Human  chicks  are  nidicolous  for  many  years,  so  forcing  breeding 
females  (in  the  absence  of  nest-helpers)  to  discontinue  the  nomadic 
behaviour  otherwise  characteristic  of  the  birder.  John  Parker 

Tye  House,  Tye  Lane,  Bramford , Ipswich,  Suffolk 


If  Dr  Bentley  is  mystified  as  to  why  there  should  be  so  few  young  female 
birdwatchers  compared  with  males  in  the  same  age  group,  perhaps  1 
may  be  able  to  enlighten  him  a little.  Before  I am  accused  of  being  a 
male  chauvinist  for  the  comments  which  follow,  I would  add  that  I also 
greatly  regret  the  scarcity  of  young  lady  birdwatchers,  and  1 think  my 
idea  of  Paradise  would  be  to  arrive  to  ‘twitch’  a Needle-tailed  Swift,  and 
find  myself  watching  it  while  surrounded  by  hordes  of  nubile,  friendly, 
and  highly  competent  young  female  birders,  instead  of  the  usual  crowd 
of  male  fanatics.  In  Great  Britain,  at  least,  there  are  many  more  males 
than  females  in  the  15-25  age  group,  and  if  this  is  taken  into 
consideration,  together  with  the  fact  that  birdwatching  is  still  only  a 
minority  activity,  the  reason  why  there  are  so  few'  young  lady 
birdwatchers  becomes  a little  clearer.  There  are  more  female  bird- 
watchers in  the  upper  age  range  because  the  ratio  of  women  to  men  is 
higher  in  this  group,  and  they  have  more  free  time,  with  their  children 
being  mostly  grown  up  and  independent.  The  situation  in  North 
America  may  be  different  because  females  are  more  assertive  and 
competitive  over  there.  But  the  question  remains,  why  are  there  so  few 
really  outstanding  female  birdwatchers?  I think  it  is  because  of  the  mental 
differences  between  men  and  women,  especially  where  activities  which 
require  intense  concentration  are  concerned.  Women  are  easily 
distracted,  and  the  attention  to  small  details  and  periods  of  concentra- 
tion required  to  become  a really  competent  birder  seem  to  be  more  than 
most  females  are  prepared  to  give  to  a mere  hobby.  Women  don't  make 
good  fanatics  when  it  comes  to  hobbies  and  pastimes.  Again,  unless  I 
be  accused  of  bias,  I would  ask  any  man  how  many  female  birdw  atchers 
he  knows  w ho  could  pick  out  a Little  Stint  from  the  middle  of  a flock  of 
a thousand  Dunlins,  or  who  could  tell  a Black-throated  Diver  from  a 
Great  Northern  Diver  at  a distance  of  a mile  with  a telescope?  I suppose 
we  ‘mere  males’  must  be  grateful  for  those  females  who  do  find  pleasure 
in  watching  birds,  but  must  accept  that  there  will  never  be  more  than  a 
small  minority  of  really  good  female  birdwatchers.  I wish  I could  be 
proved  wrong.  Charles  E.  Richards 

62  Harbour  View  Road . Portland . Dorset  DT5  1EP 


Did  Dr  Bentley  realise  the  hornets’  nest  he  was  disturbing  when  he  posed  his  innocent 
question?  The  number  of  letters  received  on  this  subject  has  exceeded  the  total  on  any 
previous  topic.  The  selection  of  replies  given  above  is  representative  of  this  avalanche  of 
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mail.  It  is  noteworthy,  perhaps,  that  we 
received  not  a single  letter  from  any  male 
who  was  in  favour  of  an  absence  of  women 
(no  husband  who  wanted  to  get  away  from 
his  wife  or  family:  the  reputed  motive  for 
some  fishermen).  So,  ladies,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a welcome  for  you  if  you  do  join  your 
local  group,  club  or  society:  the  disapprov- 
ing male  chauvinist  depicted  in  Mike 
Everett’s  cartoon  is  not  typical. 

This  correspondence  is  now  closed.  Eos 


English  and  other  names  of  birds  Recent  correspondence  concerning 
English  names  of  birds  (Brit.  Birds  80:  174-176)  brought  to  mind  something 
that  has  long  intrigued — even  amused — me.  It  does,  I believe,  demonstrate 
a certain  idiosyncracy  of  thinking  on  the  part  of  some  who  would  wish  to 
give  definitive  English  names  to  our  avian  cohabitants  on  planet  Earth. 
Perhaps  the  best  example  is  with  some  of  the  gulls.  Mediterranean  Gull  has 
the  scientific  name  Larus  melanocephalus , which  means  literally  ‘black- 
headed gull’;  but  Black-headed  Gull  is  L.  ridibundus , which  means  ‘laughing 
gull’;  and  Laughing  Gull  is  L.  atricilla , which  means  ‘black-tailed  gull’;  but 
Black-tailed  Gull  is  L.  crassirostris ; and  so  on.  How  odd!  It  is  also  worth 
remembering  that  most  European  languages  call  L.  melanocephalus  the 
‘Black-headed  Gull’  (e.g.  Mouette  melanocephale,  Zwartkopmeeuw, 
Schwarzkopfmowe,  Svarthuvad  mas)  and  L.  ridibundus  the  ‘Laughing  Gulf 
(e.g.  Mouette  rieuse,  Lachmowe,  Skrattmas,  Gaviota  reidora).  Somewhere 
along  the  line,  we  poor  English  seem  to  have  become  confused!  Vet  1 
wonder  how  we  would  react  if  we  were  suddenly  compelled  to  label  those 
vast  hordes  of  screaming  gulls  along  the  shore  or  loafing  and  scavenging  in 
our  city  parks  as  ‘Laughing  Gulls’,  or  that  first-winter  rarity  on  our 
favourite  ‘patch’  as  a ‘Black-headed  Gull’?  David  A.  Ghristie 

4 Steventon  Road , Harepeld , Southampton  S025HA 


English  bird  names  Letters  and  editorial  comment  on  English  names  for 
birds  (Brit.  Birds  80:  174-176)  prompt  me  to  draw  attention  to  what  has 
happened  in  this  respect  ‘Down  Under’.  Until  about  1970,  the  situation  in 
Australian  literature  was  chaotic:  the  English  names  used  differed  in 
almost  every  book,  and  each  journal  adopted  a different  set.  At  that  time, 
too,  the  RAOU  was  struggling  to  produce  a revised  and  up-to-date 
checklist  of  Australian  birds.  So,  it  was  decided  to  try  to  introduce  at  the 
same  time  some  sense  and  uniformity  into  the  use  of  English  names.  The 
result  was  that  on  15th  May  1978  the  Union  published  its  ‘Recommended 
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English  Names  lor  Australian  Birds’  as  a supplement  to  Emu  vol.  77. 

Nearly  all  the  points  raised  by  your  correspondents  are  discussed  in 
that  publication  and  cannot  or  need  not  be  debated  again  here.  It  may  be 
emphasised,  however,  that  the  proposed  names  were  for  use  only  in  the 
literature;  that  they  were  chosen  primarily  from  an  international,  not 
parochial,  point  of  view;  and  that  reasons  were  given  for  each  choice  that 
differed  from  traditional  usage. 

The  repercussions  of  the  RAOU  list  have  been  interesting.  Its 
publication  raised  a storm  of  emotional  and  vituperative  protest,  but  that 
storm  never  resulted  in  a temperate  reasoned  rebuttal;  it  amounted  to 
little  more  than  persistent  grumbling  about  details;  that  phase  did  not  last 
long.  This,  I think,  was  because  the  compilers  of  the  list  had  had  to  spend 
many  months  considering  the  whole  range  of  complex  and  difficult 
problems  and  decisions  so  that,  when  it  came  to  a public  debate,  they 
were  already  far  ahead  of  the  dissenters.  Now,  ten  years  later,  it  is  perhaps 
fair  to  say  that  the  list  has  been  broadly  accepted  throughout  Australia. 
There  are  pockets  of  resistance,  mostly  individual  ones,  and  even  some 
deplorable  defections.  Perhaps,  too,  some  of  the  RAOU  recommendations 
ought  to  be  changed,  but  I doubt  whether  as  much  as  5%  of  the  names 
would  be  affected.  One  cannot  get  this  sort  of  thing  right  first  time 
around:  one  will  never  please  everyone.  S.  MARCH  A NT 

Box  123 , Moruya,  NSW  2537,  Australia 

The  role  of  the  editorial  staff  of ‘British  Birds’  Two  recent  articles  in 
this  journal  prompt  me  to  ask  how  the  editors  define  their  roles  and  whether 
they  are  in  fact  fulfilling  the  editorial  role  expected  by  readers  of  reputable 
journals.  The  first  criticism  is  highlighted  by  the  recent  “Note  by  Robin 
Chittenden  (Brit.  Birds  79:  432-433)  on  the  occurrence  of  a Northern  Parula 
Panda  americana  in  Scilly.  Ihe  article  consists  ol  about  60  lines  lull  ol 
irrelevances  and  is  reminiscent  ol  text  presented  to  ‘O-level  students  as  an 
exercise  in  paraphrasing.  I do  not  of  course  know  how  much  editing  took 
place  prior  to  publication,  but  there  must  surely  be  room  for  improvement. 

My  second  observation  is  perhaps  more  serious  than  the  first,  and  refers 
to  the  apparent  failure  of  the  editors  to  ensure  that  enough  data  are 
presented  in  papers  of  an  apparently  scientific  nature  and  is  indicative  ol 
employing  referees  unfamiliar  with  works  quoted  as  references.  I refer  to 
the  article  by  Howey  & Bell  on  Pallas’s  Warblers  Phylloscopus  proregulus 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  381-392).  On  page  387,  we  are  informed  that  ‘calculations 
we  have  performed  based  on  the  formulae  for  migratory  range,  developed 
by  Pennycuick  (1969)  . . . could  have  been  responsible  for  the  major  influx 
. . .’  Where  are  these  calculations?  Implicit  in  the  text  is  the  suggestion  that 
Pennycuick’s  work  included  factors  governing  the  influence  ol  weather 
conditions  on  the  origins  of  bird  movements.  Ibis  it  does  not  do.  It  is  a 
paper  solely  on  flight  mechanics  and  dynamics. 

If  the  authors  meant  to  state  that  Pennycuick’s  work  supported  their 
theories  on  the  flight  ranges  of  Pallas’s  Warbler,  then  there  are  certain  basic 
facts  missing.  Pennycuick’s  work  for  determining  flight  range  requires  two 
factors  which  appear  from  the  paper  not  to  be  available:  the  initial  weight  of 
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the  bird  at  the  commencement  of  its  flight  and  the  amount  of  fat  it  is 
carrying.  If  the  authors  made  assumptions  on  these  figures,  what  did  they 
use: 

Finally,  on  page  389,  a paragraph  is  devoted  to  the  weights  of  Pallas’s 
Warblers.  Regrettably,  these  are  of  little  use  without  reference  to  the  time  of 
weighing.  Small  passerines  of  this  order  of  magnitude  exhibit  large 
variations  (up  to  20%)  over  a 24-hour  period,  and  can  lose  up  to  15% 
overnight  just  roosting. 

British  Birds  has  for  many  years  maintained  an  enviable  reputation  for 
excellence,  and  long  may  it  do  so.  It  does,  however,  appear  to  be  letting  its 
editorial  standards  slip  in  recent  years.  Perhaps  in  an  attempt  to  widen  its 
circulation?  Increase  circulation  by  all  means,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
standards.  M.  Rogers  * 

Old  Lower  Light,  Portland  Bill,  Dorset 

I was  cheered  immensely  to  read  Robin  Chittenden’s  breezy  and  witty 
letter  (Brit.  Birds  79:  432-433)  describing  his  finding  a Northern  Parula 
Parula  americana  in  Scilly  in  1983.  Amongst  the  necessary  rigidity  of 
scientific  observation  and  description,  it  is  a refreshing  pleasure  to  see  there 
are  those  who  are  still  able  to  record  their  reactions  to — and  the  thrill  and 
excitement  of — bird  watching.  Let  us  remember  that  these  are  some  of  the 
main  reasons  why  we  all  enjoy  the  hobby  so  much.  Philip  Bentley 

52  Milton  Street,  Brixham,  Torbay,  South  Devon  TQ50BZ 

First,  Robin  Chittenden’s  account  was  shortened  by  37%  for  publication.  Intentionally, 
however,  we  retained  much  of  the  sense  of  excitement  of  the  occasion,  for  exactly  the  reasons 
given  by  Dr  Bentley,  and  also  to  serve  as  a historical  record  of  the  ‘flavour’  of  the  1980s’  Scilly 
scene.  Secondly,  we  leave  Messrs  Howey  & Bell  to  reply  to  Mr  Rogers’  other  criticisms.  Eds 

Before  commenting  on  Mr  Rogers’  specific  criticisms  of  our  paper  we  wish 
to  make  certain  more  general  comments.  Prior  to  preparing  our  paper,  we 
decided  upon  the  journal  to  which  it  was  to  be  submitted  and  then  followed 
the  style  of  that  journal  (i.e.  British  Birds ) in  terms  of  content  and  format. 
Having  submitted  the  paper,  the  editorial  role  and  standards — which  Mr 
Rogers  considers  to  be  lacking — became  very  apparent,  to  the  extent  that 
the  paper  was  virtually  rewritten  to  expand  it  in  some  areas,  to  reduce  it  in 
others,  and  to  clarify  certain  aspects  of  our  theories. 

One  other  general  comment  relates  to  references.  It  has  always  been  our 
understanding  that  the  reasons  for  quoting  references  are  twofold:  first,  to 
acknowledge  work  by  previously  published  authors  used  in  the  preparation 
of  a paper,  and,  secondly,  to  enable  those  readers  who  so  wished  to  refer  to 
those  works  for  further  information.  It  is  certainly  not  our  understanding 
that  references  should  be  quoted  at  length. 

With  regard  to  Mr  Rogers’  specific  criticisms,  we  accept  that  the  first  has 
validity — but  not  maybe  in  the  way  Mr  Rogers  intended.  To  suggest  that 
the  paper  on  ‘The  mechanics  of  bird  migration’  by  Pennycuick  (1969) 
related  solely  to  flight  mechanics  and  dynamics  is  to  do  that  author  a grave 
injustice.  Pennycuick  devoted  considerable  space  to  speed  range,  range  on 
a long  flight  and  the  effect  of  wind.  The  calculations  we  made  showed  that 
the  flight  range  and  time  we  were  postulating  for  Pallas’s  Warblers 
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Phy/loscopus  proregulus  were  feasible.  At  no  stage  did  we  suggest  that  the 
calc  ulations  showed  the  origins  of  the  bird  movements;  indeed,  we  did  not 
( onsider  that  these  were  in  dispute.  I he  validity  of  Mr  Rogers’  criticism  lies 
in  our  use,  on  two  occasions,  of  the  words  ‘the  weather  conditions 
prevailing  which,  more  accurately,  should  have  read  ‘the  prevailing  wind 
speed  and  direction’. 

Mr  Rogers  is,  of  course,  correct  in  suggesting  that  assumptions  were 
made  in  the  calculations  based  on  Pennycuick’s  formulae.  In  addition,  it 
was  necessary  to  use  Pennycuick’s  graphs  to  obtain  figures  to  use  in  his 
formulae.  1 he  effects  of  any  inaccuracies  in  the  assumptions  have  been 
assessed  by  using  a range  of  figures.  In  the  case  of  the  percentage  of  take-off 
mass  consisting  of  fat,  the  range  tested  was  +25%  of  the  assumed  figure, 
and  a series  of  840  calculations  was  run  to  validate  our  theorv. 

I o enable  readers  to  check  our  calculations,  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  reproduce  three  of  Pennycuick’s  graphs  and  two  of  his 
formulae,  together  with  explanatory  notes,  a list  of  assumptions  and  the 
calculations  themselves.  This  would  have  run  to  at  least  five  pages. 

We  are  conversant  with  diurnal  variations  in  the  bodv  weights  of  small 
passerines.  Between  us  we  have  weighed  over  20,000  small  passerines  and 
our  records  include  weights  of  451  Blackcaps  Sylvia  atricapi/la  taken  as  a 
specific  study  into  diurnal  variations.  I he  times  of  weighing  of  the  Pallas’s 
Warblers  were  known  to  us  and,  fortunately,  the  weights  were  not  too 
difficult  to  interpret.  The  weights  fell  into  two  categories:  4. 6-4. 9 g and 
5. 8-6.0  g.  Even  allowing  for  diurnal  variations,  we  believe  that  it  was 
reasonable  to  assume  that  those  in  the  lower  weight  group  could  have  been 
relatively  new  arrivals  and  that  those  in  the  upper  group  were  not.  Even 
then,  we  were  not  dogmatic  about  this  theory,  and  merely  used  it  to  suggest 
when  the  influxes  occurred  and  which  records  may  have  resulted  from 
onward  filtration.  D.  H.  HowEYand  M.  Bell 

No.  1 Railway  Cottage , Hardham,  Pulborough.  West  Sussex  RH20 1 LB: 
11A  Ashjield  Grove.  Whitley  Bay , Tyne  & Wear  XE26 1 RT 
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Free  ‘BB’  stickers  With  this  issue,  you  will 
find  two  BB  stickers  like  the  one  shown  here. 

One  will  stick  on  the  INSIDE  of  windows, 
car  windows  and  so  on,  while  the  other  will 
stick  on  the  OUTSIDE  of,  for  instance,  your 
field  notebook,  your  telescope  or  your  bino- 
cular case. 

Many  organisations  charge  their  mem- 
bers for  such  stickers,  but  we  are  giving 
them  away  free,  because  you  help  to  promote 
BB  by  displaying  them  for  us.  Please  be- 
come a walking  (or  driving)  advert  for  BB\  (If  you  can't  use  them  yourself, 
please  give  them  to  someone  else,  so  that  they  are  not  wasted.) 
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Free  subscriptions  for  County  Bird  Recorders  BB  has  long- 
established  links  with  the  British  county  and  regional  bird  clubs  and 
societies,  for  our  Editorial  Board  has  always  appreciated  the  vital 
function  performed  by  these  local  organisations  in  welding  individual 
birdwatchers  into  useful  record-gathering  teams.  For  this  reason,  we 
have  periodically  published  full  lists  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
County  Bird  Recorders  and  encouraged  local  and  visiting  birdwatchers 
to  submit  their  records  to  the  appropriate  Recorder.  We  constantly 
update  these  lists  with  notifications  of  change  of  personnel  or  of 
address,  within  our  feature  ‘News  and  comment’. 

Not  only  do  the  County  Bird  Recorders  perform  a vital  function 
locally,  for  their  county  club  or  society,  but  they  also  supply  the  key 
links  in  any  National  enquiry.  An  influx  of  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  • 
pomarinus  or  an  invasion  of  Jays  Garrulus  glatidarius,  and  who  gets  asked 
for  details  of  what’s  been  seen?  The  County  Recorders.  They  do  all  this 
work  free,  in  their  spare  time,  and  as  often  as  not  get  criticised  rather 
than  thanked  by  those  whom  they  chase  for  overdue  record  cards  or  a 
more  detailed  rarity  description.  All  British  birdwatchers,  however, 
owe  a vote  of  thanks  to  this  dedicated  band — those  in  the  job  now,  and 
also  their  predecessors,  the  results  of  whose  labours  are  available  in  the 
published  county  bird  reports. 

As  a tangible  token  of  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  British  ornithological 
community,  we  have  decided  to  offer  each  of  the  County  Bird 
Recorders  a free  subscription  to  BB.  These  free  subscriptions  will  start 
next  month,  in  January  1988,  and  will,  we  hope,  demonstrate  to  today’s 
County  Recorders  that  their  hard  work  is  appreciated. 


Radde’s/Dusky  painting  At  Richard  Grimmett’s  suggestion,  the  original 
of  his  colour  plate  (page  602)  is  offered  for  sale  to  BB  subscribers  in  a 
postal  auction,  with  the  same  rules  as  those  for  the  postal  auctions  of 
cover  drawings  (see  page  22  in  the  January  issue).  Profits  from  this  sale 
will  be  donated  by  Richard  Grimmett  to  the  Conservation  Fund  of  the 
Oriental  Bird  Club. 


New  books  in  British  BirdShop  As  well  as  the  special  offers  which  are 
still  available  concerning 

‘BWP’  vols.  I-V 

the  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British  BirdShop  list  this 
month: 

Chapman  RSPB  Reserves  Visiting 
Cleeves  Come  Death  and  High  Water 
Diamond  Studies  of  Mascarine  Birds 

These  can  be  obtained  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please 
use  the  order  forms  on  pages  xvii  & xviii. 
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Birds  of  India  & Pakistan  COMPACT  EDITION  We  have  now  been 
informed  by  ( )x(ord  L niversity  Press  that  copies  of  this  book  will  not  be 
available  until  February  1988.  Orders  placed  through  British  BirdShop 
will  be  held  until  the  book  is  available. 

BB  trips  to  Thailand,  Morocco  and  Canada  1 here  are  still  vacancies 
on  the  BB  trip  to  Thailand  during  5th-22nd  March  1988  (telephone  0767 
40025  for  details)  and  the  tftf-Sunbird  trips  to  Morocco  during  15th-30th 
April  1988  and  Canada  during  27th  May  to  9th  June  1988  (telephone  0767 
82969  for  details). 

Identification  of  large  terns'  1 he  feature  including  photographs  of  all 
the  species  covered  in  June  by  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  and  Alan  Harris  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  257-276),  originally  planned  for  this  issue,  has  been  held  over  to  earlv 
1988. 


Thank  you  to  our  sponsors  The  Editorial  Board  would  like  to  give 
special  thanks  to  the  firms  and  organisations  which  have  helped  BB 
with  sponsorship  during  1987: 


William  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd 

Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd  .... 
The  Famous  Grouse’  Scotch  whisky 

Natural  History  Book  Service 

Sunbird  

ZEISS  West  Germany 


sponsorship  of  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 
sponsorship  of  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 
sponsors  of  our  Christmas  puzzle 
sponsors  of  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 
sponsorship  of  ‘Monthly  marathon'  com- 
petition 

sponsors  of  the  Rarities  Committee  and  col- 
our plates  for  several  identification  papers 
and  notes 


Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  In  1988,  this  annual  competition  will 
again  be  jointly  sponsored  by  Christopher  Helm  Publishing  Ltd  and 
Will  iam  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd.  The  full  rules  (similar  to  those  last 
year,  Brit.  Birds  80:  20)  will  be  published  next  month.  The  closing  date  is 
Saturday  30th  January  1988. 

Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  The  closing  date  for 
submission  of  prints  for  the  twenty-ninth  annual  selection  is  Saturday 
30th  January  1988.  The  full  rules  (similar  to  those  last  year,  Brit.  Birds 
80:  20)  will  be  published  next  month. 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  The  closing  date  for  this  competition,  which 
will  be  sponsored  by  Kowa  telescopes,  is  14th  March  1988.  Required 
dimensions  of  entries  will  be  published  with  the  rules  in  the  January  issue. 

IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Applied  Ornithology  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Committee  will  be  at  the  next  ICBP  European  meeting,  which  will  be 
in  Turkey  in  April  or  May  1989.  Anyone  who  would  like  to  help,  or  who 
has  suggestions  for  the  work  of  the  Committee,  is  invited  to  w rite  to  one  of 
the  co-secretaries,  Dr  John  Temple  Lang,  at  avenue  P.  Hymans  113,  bte 
19,  B-1200  Brussels,  Belgium. 
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Binding  your  ‘BB’  We  remind  subscribers  that  standard  book-binding 
of  BB  issues  costs  £12.65  per  volume.  Use  the,  form  on  the  back  of  the 
index,  and  send  yours  in  to  arrive  before  one  of  the  four  annual 
deadlines:  15th  January,  15th  March,  1st  July  and  1st  October.  The 
binders'  address  is:  Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  Ltd,  Alexander 
Works,  Fordmill  Road,  London  SE6  3JH. 

Loose  binders  are  also  available,  as  usual,  through  British  BirdShop, 
at  £6.95  (see  page  xviii). 

Your  January  issue  As  usual,  the  January  issue  will  be  despatched  in 
mid  month  (rather  than  in  the  last  week  of  the  preceding  month,  as 
with  all  other  issues).  This  is  partly  the  result  of  Christmas  and  New 
Year  holidays  affecting  our  and  our  printers’  work  schedules,  but  is  also 
deliberately  designed  to  give  time  for  as  many  subscriptions  as  possible 
to  be  included  in  the  new  year’s  address  list.  Expect  your  January  issue 
in  the  second  half  of  the  month  (or  in  F ebruary,  if  you  have  not  already 
resubscribed). 


Requests 


After  the  hurricane  Following  the  infamous  ‘hurricane’  of  1 5th/  16th  October,  a wide 
variety  of  seabirds  was  reported  inshore  and  inland,  the  recordsof  Sabine’s  Gulls  Larus  sabini 
being  especially  notable.  A paper  on  these  events  is  planned  for  British  Birds.  Please  ensure 
that  all  relevant  records  are  passed  as  soon  as  possible  either  to  the  appropriate  county  bird 
recorder  or  to  us.  We  will  ensure  that  records  sent  here  also  reach  the  county  recorders. 
Please  address  your  envelope  to  Hurricane  Records,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK.44  :5NJ. 

Records  of  Eleonora’s  Falcons  away  from  breeding  colonies  Spring  and  autumn 
migration  data  are  very  few,  so  it  is  not  known  for  certain  whether  Eleonora’s  Falcon  Falco 
eleonorae  migrates  across  the  sea,  along  shore  lines,  or  across  the  desert.  A note  concerning 
each  single  observation  of  this  falcon  from  travellers  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and  East 
Africa  would  be  appreciated  by  Dr  Dietrich  Ristow,  Pappelstr.  35,  D-8014  Neubiberg, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

Request  for  co-operation  in  establishment  of  library  on  birds  of  prey  A member  of  the 
Stazionc  Romana  per  1’Osservazione  e la  Protezione  degli  Uccelli  and  Comitato  Italiano  per  la 
Protezione  dei  Rapaci  is  trying  to  form  a library  on  birds  of  prey  and  owls.  This  would  be  of 
great  value  to  SROPU  and  GIPR,  which  are  conducting  research  on  raptors. 

Anyone  willing  to  donate  books  or  reprints  on  raptors  is  asked  to  send  them  to  the  following 
address:  Vincenzo  Penteriani,  Via  Festo  Avieno  no.  56,  00136  Roma,  Italy. 

Postcodes  please  In  a few  months  time,  the  monthly  bulk-mailing  of  BB  will  be  sorted  by 
postcodes  instead  of  by  counties.  If  your  full  postcode  does  not  already  appear  on  your 
address  label,  please  write  it  onto  the  label  and  send  it  to  me:  Mrs  Erika  Sharrock, 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44.3NJ. 


Not  just 

BINOCULARS  and 
TELESCOPES 


are  offered  by  us  but  the  best  available  in  each  price  range  (from  £100 
upwards)  together  with  all  ancillary  equipment  for  the  dedicated  bird- 
watcher. 


The  essential  TECHNICAL  BACK-UP  is  afforded  by  our  workshops,  with 
many  years  of  experience  of  servicing  a diverse  range  of  optical  instruments 
as  it's  foundation. 

You  can  either  have  your  existing  binoculars  cr  telescope  REPAIRED  or 
SERVICED  here  or  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from  our  collection,  which 
includes  these  ranges  - 


BINOCULARS 

ZEISS  (West)  DIALYT 

LEITZ  TRINOVID 

SWAROVSKI 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

NIKON 

SWALLOW 

ADLERBLICK 

BRESSER 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH 

NIKON 

KOWA  (TS  and  TSN) 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

OPTICRON  Classic 

PICCOLO 

SPACEMASTER 

ADLERSCOPE 

MIRADOR 


Also  available  - 

TRIPODS  - SLIK  and  OPTICRON  (£10  off  when  bought  with  a telescope). 
CLOTHING  - BARBOUR  and  BEAVER. 


NIGHT  VISION  - INFRA-RED  scopes. 

PRICES  - Most  competitive  with  special  offers  usually  available.  Send  for 
full  price  list  (and  MAP)  or  telephone. 

LOCATION  - Southern  edge  of  Greater  London.  15  minutes  drive  from  the 
M25  (via  the  A3,  then  the  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes  walk  from  Morden 
tube. 


FIELD  TESTS  - Everything  is  on  14  days  approval  - especially  valuable  if 
you  use  our  mail  order  service. 

HARD-SELL  - None. 


Prospect  of  being  put  in  excellent  optical  order  - most  favourable.  Be  seeing 
you! 


Mon,  Tues, 
Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


KAY  OPTICAL  (Established  1962) 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey. 
Tel:  01-648  8822  (24  Hour) 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 

(D271) 
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ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi 

Tanzania 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


N.  E.  Greece 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D227)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


ERYRI 

BIRDS 


Come  and  stay  with  us  in 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN 
during  the  Spring  Migration 
MARCH  - MAY  1988 
A new  idea  in  Birding  Holiday 
AT  A NEW  PRICE 


Send  for  Brochure  now! 

ERYRI  BIRDS 
21  Britannia  Street 
Uanllechid,  Nr  Bangor 
Gwynedd  LL57  3EW 
Tel:  0248  600167 

(D263) 


Enjoy  a Winter  Weekend  at 

DAWLISH  WARREN, 
SOUTH  DEVON 

22-24  January,  1988 

A chance  for  a weekend  of  guided  bird 
study  at  the  extensive  Nature  Reserve 
featured  on  BBC  Television's  ‘ Bird  Watch', 
plus  the  River  Exe  Estuary. 

Residential  accommodation  at  the  3- 
star  Langstone  ClifT  Hotel.  Arrive  Fri- 
day, leave  late  afternoon  Sunday.  Illus- 
trated talk  on  Friday  evening.  Cost: 
£68.00  per  person  inclusive  Friday- 
Sunday.  Extra  day  available  at  hotel  if 
required. 

Full  details  available  from: 

Teignbridge  District  Council 
Recreation  and  Tourism  Department 
Forde  House 
NEWTON  ABBOT 
Devon  TQ12  4XX 

Or  telephone  Mrs  Dunn  (0626)  61 101.  , . - 
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Voyages  Jules  Verne’s 
Natural  World 


1988 


BIRDWATCHING,  NATURAL  HISTORY 
AND  WILDLIFE  TOURS 

BERDUN,  SPAIN 
JAEN,  SPAIN 

DANUBE  DELTA,  ROMANIA 
BOSPHORUS.  TURKEY 
BORNEO 

MAURITIUS  AND  SEYCHELLES 
INDIA 
BHUTAN 

ECUADOR  AND  GALAPAGOS 
ANTARCTICA 
KENYA 

OLYMPIC  NAT  PARK.  USA 
CHINA 


Full  details  and  brochure  from: 

Voyages  Jules  Verne’s  Natural  World 
21  Dorset  Square,  London  NW1  6QG 

Tel:  01-724  6624  (D259) 


Talk  to  A . RMawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


ZEISS  WEST 

lOx  40  BGA.T  Dialyl 
S/Focus  £464.00 

1 0x  40  B Dialyt  S/Focus  £464.00 
8x30  BGA.T  £397.00 

7x  42  BGA  T Dialyt  £460.00 

8x  56  BGA.T  Dialyt  £523.00 

8x  20  B Mini  Dialyt  £197.00 

10x258  Mini  Dialyl  £215,00 

1 5x  60  GA  £823.00 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 
Superb  lightweight  Models 
tram  W.  Germany  at  sensible 
prices 

8x30  BGA  Alpin  £170.00 

8x40  EGA  Alpm  £180.00 

10x40  BGA  £185.00 

lOx  50  BGA  Alpin  £205.00 

12x50  BGA  Alpin  £210.00 

7x42  BGA  Alpin  £187.00 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa/Access 
for  same  day  dispatch1 

MIRADOR 

7x42B  £125.00 

SWIFT 

8 5x 44  New  Audubon  £169.95 
7.5x42  Osprey  with  case  £139.95 

7x  42  BGA  ^Armoured.  £129.00 
8x  42  B £119.00 

8x  42  BGA  R 'Armoured  £125.00 
lOx  42  B £125.00 

ZEISS  JENA 

7x  40  BGA  new  model  £230. 00 

8x30Jenoptem  £47.95 

8x  30  Dellrinlem  £55.95 

lOx  42  BGA  R'Armoured  £129.00 
lOx  50  BGA  R/Armoured  £145.00 
All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 
case  and  rainguard 

8x  32  Notarem  £120.00 

8x50B0ctarem  £179.95 

7x50Jenoplem  £64.95 

10x40  Notarem  £176.00 

10x50Jenoptem,  £65.95 

10x50Dekarem  £88.95 

12x50Dodecarem  £203.45 

HABICHT 

8x  30  SLC  W £351.00 

10x40SWLM  £358.00 

10x40BWMP  Diana  £351.00 

HERTEL  & REUSS 

7x56  BGA  R prism  £189.00 

8x  40  B £165.00 

L 8x  45  W W £289.00 

TELESCOPES 


SPACEMASTER 

Complete  with  zoom  eyepiece  and 
trying  case  £194.95 

Spacemaster  with  22  W A eyepiece 
and  carrying  case  £174.95 
Optolyth  TBS  80  £296  00 

Optolyth  TB  80  £287.00 

Optolyth  TB  eyepieces  20x 
£54  20x  WW  £88  30x 

£56  40x  £57 

Optolyth  30x  80 
Optolyth  30x  75 
Optolyth  22x  70 
Habicht  23x70 

Kowa  TSN  2 

Kowa  TSN  1 
Kowa  TSN  eyepieces  20  W A 
£68.95  25x  £56.40  40x 

£56.40  20-60  zoom 

£98.95  Photo  adaptor  £69 
lamron  20-60x65  £299.00 

Mirador  Merlin  25x60  £99.95 

Opticron  HR  20-60x60  £179.00 


£322.00 

£290.00 

£250.00 

£216.00 

£223.95 

£239.95 


PHONE  US  EOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SlIK  D2  TRIPOD 
THE  finest  tripod  tor  your 
telescope!  Extends  to  a tull  5ft 
9in  weighs  only  41b  12oz! 

Our  Special  Price  £69.95. 

Post  and  insurance  £2.75. 
ORDER  NOW  for  By  Return' 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 


phone!  Stamps  (50pL  For 
illustrated  Discount  Pri 


rice  List 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models. 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  tram  railway. 


Early  closing  Thursday  1 p m. 
Prices  conect  3rd  Nov  1987 
subjed  to  change  availability. 


A R HAWKINS 


N'PTON 


ITFi 


9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON NN1 1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (D270) 


Cygaus  Wildlife 


Holidays  for  birdwatchers  to  destinations  throughout  the  world 

1988  Tours 


Jan-May 


May-Dec 


SRI  LANKA  18  days  £1075 
THAILAND  17  days  £1275 
NORTHERN  INDIA  19  days  £1190 
VENEZUELA  17  days  £1540 
TIGER  SPECIAL  17  days  £1350 
TEXAS  17  days  £1075 
ZIMBABWE  16  days  £1690 
JORDAN  15  days  £895 
CYPRUS  15  days  £650 
NEPAL  24  days  £1490 
CAMARGUE  9 days  £630 
NEUSIEDL  10  days  £660 


SOVIET  ASIA  & SIBERIA  17  days  £1275 
HUNGARY  10  days  £590 
PYRENEES  13  days  Price  NYA 
ARIZONA  15  days  Price  NYA 
KENYA  17  days  £1650 
ARGENTINA  24  days  £2190 
BHUTAN  21  days  £2390 
GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS  & ECUADOR 
20  days  £2490 
GAMBIA  15  days  £950 
ETHIOPIA  17  days  £1250 
FALKLAND  ISLANDS  14  days  £2450 


Every  (our  is  escorted  by  an  experienced  leader  and  we  cater  for  all  levels  of 
expertise.  If  you  would  like  further  information  about  any  of  these  holidays  we 
will  be  delighted  to  receive  your  enquiry  at  the  following  address; 

Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays,  96  Fore  Street,  kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  1PY. 

Telephone  0548  6178  Telex  45772  (1)230) 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments.  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 


£ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8x40  BA  469 

7x42  BA  469 

8x32  BA  429 

10x25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  31 

Case  (Miniatures)  14 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  <o 

TSN-2  (straight)  ; 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  ** 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  Z 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  & 

TS7  (45°)  -K 

TS9  (20  x 50)  ** 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  slock. 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149. 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  lor  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models.  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc  , are 
interchangeable. 


BIRDGUIDES  TO  VENEZUELA 

See  some  of  S.  America's  finest 
species  in  comfort  & ease.  March 
1988  £1099. 


NEW!  superb  SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA  TSN  & TS 
(trade  enquiries  are  also  welcome) 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 


OUR  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT 
TO  YOU! 

Ask  for  your  FREE  copy  of 
"THE  BIRDS  OF 
FR0DSHAM  MARSH" 
when  spending  over  £100.00 


QUESTAR  Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1600. 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS.  FREE' 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Telephone:  0606  891098  (D253) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9.30-5.30 
MON  -FRI. 
SAT.  9 30-4  00 


XVI 


If  the  caption  fits 


/^an  ><)U  ^ink  ol  a better  caption  than  ours  to  accompany  the 
X—'Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  (plate  331),  photographed  by  Hans 
Schouten  in  the  Netherlands  in  July  1976?  The  best  suggestions  will  be 
published  later.  Send  your  caption  to  If  the  caption  fits,  Fountains,  Park 
Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


331.  “I  told  you  that  the  post  would  fall  over  if  I didn't  stretch  my  wings 

out  sideways!” 
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News  and  comment 


Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 


Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are 

Welcome  to  ‘Limicola’  Although  indi- 
vidual talent  and  experience  is  as  great  as 
that  found  in  other  Continental  countries, 
the  birdwatchers  of  West  Germany  are  the 
first  to  admit  that  the  development  of  their 
national  ornithology  has  been  hindered  by 
the  proliferation  and  diversity  of  scattered, 
local  clubs,  societies  and  journals,  with  no 
central  unifying  force  such  as  those  pro- 
vided in  Britain  by  British  Birds  (since  1907) 
and  the  BTO  (since  1933). 

Thus,  the  establishment  of  a new  (bi- 
monthly) journal,  Limicola , of  which  the 
first  issue  appeared  in  August  1987,  may 
well  prove  to  be  a very  significant  event  in 
European  ornithology.  ‘Band  1 Heft  1' 
runs  to  only  36  pages  (our  first  issue  was 
only  32!),  but  shows  the  style  and  content 
that  we  can  anticipate:  reminiscent  of  BB, 
with  an  identification  paper  on  Shag  Pha- 
lacrocorax  aristotelis  versus  Cormorant  P. 
carbo , a mystery  photograph  and  German 
‘Recent  reports’.  The  text  is  in  German, 
but  editor  Peter  H.  Barthel  (in  litt.)  reports 
that  ‘in  the  future  every  article  will  have  a 
long  English  summary  and  English  cap- 
tions for  the  plates’.  For  further  details  or 
to  take  out  a subscription  (DM22.50  for 
three  1987  issues;  DM45.00  for  six  issues 
plus  index),  write  to  Eimicola,  c/o  C. 
Weber,  Gartenstrasse  1,  D-3400  Gotting- 
en, Eederal  Republic  of  Germany.  (JTRS) 

Appropriate  sponsorship  It  has  been 
suggested — not  entirely  in  jest — that  the 
new  German  journal,  Limicola,  should  try 
to  obtain  sponsorship  from  either  Coca  Cola 
or  Pepsi  Cola. 

SWLA  news  The  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists’ 
Annual  Exhibition,  held  as  usual  at  the  Mall 
Galleries,  was  this  year  not  only  the  biggest 
ever,  with  the  largest  number  of  exhibits, 
but  also  the  most  successful,  with  even  more 
visitors  than  usual,  and  sales  exceeding  the 
previous  highest  total  by  a large  margin. 

As  in  past  years,  the  entries  of  the  prize 
winners  of  our  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 
competition,  together  with  many  drawings 


not  necessarily  those  of  “British  Birds’ 

by  runners-up,  were  displayed  at  the  Mall 
Galleries  throughout  the  SWLA’s  exhibi- 
tion. A further  link  with  BB  was  also 
provided  this  year  by  the  election  to  SWLA 
membership  of  John  Davis,  who  was  placed 
third  in  our  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 
competition  in  1986,  having  previously  been 
short-listed  in  1985  (and  again  in  1987). 

SWAN  It  still  costs  only  £10  per  year  to 
become  a member  of  the  Society  for  W’ildlife 
Art  of  the  Nations  and  thereby  support  the 
newly  formed  organisation  which  aims  to 
supply  us  with  a wildlife  art  gallery  equiva- 
lent in  stature  to,  for  instance,  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Gallery 
will  be  open  in  spring  1988.  You  can  get  full 
details  from  NATURE  IN  Art,  The  Internatio- 
nal Centre  for  Wildlife  Art,  Wallsworth 
Hall,  Sandhurst,  Gloucester  GI.2  9PA. 

Bikes  bother  birds  and  bees  A report 
published  in  September  by  the  Royal  Socie- 
ty for  Nature  Conservation  and  the  Wilt- 
shire Trust  for  Nature  Conservation  re- 
vealed that  at  least  130  sites  of  wildlife  value 
have  been  damaged  recently  by  off-road 
vehicles — including  trials  bikes,  four-wheel- 
drive  vehicles  and  off-road  tricycles.  Over 


650 


News  and  comment 


651 


half  the  reported  trouble-spots  were  SSSIs, 
which  should  lie  safely  under  the  protection 
of  the  law.  Grassy  areas  and  woodlands 
suffer  most,  followed  by  heathland,  moor- 
land, saltmarshes  and  sand-dunes.  The  re- 
port shows  that  much  of  the  damage  is  the 
result  of  ignorance,  rather  than  being  wilful 
or  malicious,  and  can,  therefore,  be  pre- 
vented. In  a four-point  plan,  the  report 
proposes: 

1.  Provisions  of  information  for  ‘off- 
roaders’,  so  that  they  realise  the  damage 
their  vehicles  can  cause  to  vulnerable 
sites. 

2.  Provision  for  alternative  places  where  off- 
road vehicles  can  be  used  without  caus- 
ing problems  (e.g.  restored  open-cast 
mining  land;  some,  but  not  all,  derelict 
land;  land  taken  out  of  production  in  the 
current  climate  of  agricultural  surplus). 

3.  Planning  permission  to  be  required  for  all 
sites  holding  motor-sports  events. 

4.  Closing  of  the  loop-hole  that  stops  the 
Nature  Conservancy  Council  taking  ac- 
tion against  off-roaders  who  drive  over 
SSSIs  without  the  owner’s  permission. 

‘We  don’t  want  to  spoil  anyone’s  fun,’  said 
Andrew  Heaton  of  the  RSNC.  ‘What  we  are 
after  is  a regulation  of  the  sport  so  that 
everyone’s  needs  can  be  catered  for.’  Follow- 
up action  will  be  the  subject  of  discussions 
between  the  RSNC,  the  Land  Access  and 
Rights  Association,  the  Sports  Council  and 
the  Department  of  the  Environment. 


IBCC  and  EOAC  meet  in  Finland  The 

tenth  International  Bird  Census  Conference 
was  held  in  Helsinki,  Finland,  during  24th- 
28th  August  1987,  as  usual  under  the  joint 
auspices  of  the  International  Bird  Census 
Committee  and  the  European  Ornithologi- 
cal Atlas  Committee.  With  over  100  partici- 
pants from  20  countries,  this  was  the  largest 
such  conference  to  date,  and  the  programme 
was  busy,  with  a total  of  50  papers  being 
presented. 

One  of  the  main  aims  of  both  the  IBCC 
and  the  F'OAC,  when  they  were  established, 
was  to  achieve  uniformity  of  methods  in 
censuses  and  surveys.  Nevertheless,  three- 
eighths  of  the  papers  at  this  tenth  confer- 
ence were  concerned  with  assessing  the 
efficiency  of  current  methodology  or  with 
modifications  to  present  practice,  compared 
with  five-eighths  giving  results.  I his  obser- 


ver could  not  help  wondering  whether  this 
partly  reflected  the  relative  time  expendi- 
ture needed  to  prepare  a scientific  paper  on 
the  two  aspects — it’s  so  much  easier  to  come 
up  with  a new  or  modified  method  or  a 
criticism  of  an  old  one  than  it  is  to  accumu- 
late the  data  needed  to  make  a genuine 
contribution  to  scientific  knowledge.  The 
conclusion  of  one  paper  was  ‘This  result  w as 
in  good  agreement  with  earlier  tests’.  In 
which  case,  why  waste  our  time  listening  to 
all  the  details?  Perhaps  I’m  too  cynical. 

The  presentation  of  papers  was  very 
variable,  even  making  allowance  for  the  fact 
that  English  was  not  the  native  language  of 
many  of  the  speakers.  Among  the  score  or  so 
of  excellent  presentations,  however — with 
clear,  wholly  appropriate  slides;  uncluttered 
tables  or  figures;  and  interesting  results, 
explained  logically  and  clearly — the  papers 
by  Olli  Jarvinen,  Renato  Massa,  Chandler  S. 
Robbins,  Luc  Schifferli,  Sbren  Svensson, 
Risto  A.  Viiisanen  and  Daniel  Welsh  were 
particularly  memorable. 

The  EOAC  confines  its  activities  to 
Europe,  although  atlassing  is  international 
these  days,  with  surveys  completed  in,  for 
instance,  Australia  and  parts  of  the  USA 
and  Canada.  The  IBCC,  however,  has  the 
word  International  in  its  name.  It  is  note- 
worthy, therefore,  that  all  ten  meetings  have 
been  in  Fiurope  and  that  94%  of  this  year's 
participants  were  European:  disappointing- 
ly, there  was  none  from  South  or  Central 
America,  Asia  or  Australasia,  and  only  one 
from  an  African  country.  The  full  represen- 
tation was:  Finland  30,  United  Kingdom  1 1, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  9,  the  Nether- 
lands 9,  Poland  9,  Italy  6,  France  4,  Portugal 
4,  Spain  4,  USA  3,  Canada  2,  Czechoslova- 
kia 2,  Denmark  2,  Sweden  2,  Switzerland  2, 
and  single  participants  from  the  Estonian 
SSR,  Hungary,  the  Iatvian  SSR.  Uganda, 
and  Yugoslavia. 

Newly-elected  officers  for  the  two  com- 
mittees were  O.  Jarvinen  (President,  IBCC), 
Ludwik  Tomiatojc  (Secretary.  IBCC),  and 
Johan  F.  Bekhuis  (Secretary  for  Western 
Europe,  EOAC).  Offers  to  host  the  next 
meeting  (probably  in  September  1989)  were 
made  by  Czechoslovakia.  Italy,  the  Nether- 
lands and  Portugal,  that  from  Czechoslova- 
kia being  accepted  after  a vote.  Karel 
Stastny  (Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and 
Ecotechnology,  Agriculture  University  in 
Prague.  281  63  Kostelec  n.C.lesy,  Czecho- 
slovakia) was  elected  by  the  IBCC  as  special 
liaison  Secretary  for  the  forthcoming  meet- 
ing. 
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332.  Past  and  present  officers  of  the  International  Bird  Census  Committee  and  the  European 
Ornithological  Atlas  Committee.  Back,  left  to  right,  Dr  Soren  Svensson  (Past  President, 
IBCC),  Dr  Ludwik  Tomiatojc  (Secretary,  IBCC);  front,  left  to  right,  Rob  Fuller  (Past 
Secretary,  IBCC),  Dr  Zdzislaw  Bogucki  (Past  Secretary  for  Eastern  Europe,  EOAC),  Prof. 
Olli  Jiirvinen  (President,  IBCC),  S.  M.  Taylor  (Chairman,  EOAC),  Dr  Karel  Stastny 
(Secretary  for  Eastern  Europe,  EOAC;  Conference  Secretary,  IBCC),  Drs  Johan  Bekhuis 
(Secretary  for  Western  Europe,  EOAC),  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (Past  Chairman,  EOAC), 
Jacques  Blondel  (Past  President,  IBCC)  and  Dr  Francisco  Purroy  (Past  Secretary  for 
Western  Europe,  EOAC),  Helsinki,  Finland,  August  1987  ( Bernard  Frochot) 


The  Finnish  hospitality  and  efficiency 
made  this  a memorable  conference.  The 
most  notable  aspects  of  the  held  day  were 
the  emptiness  of  the  conifer  forests,  already 
largely  evacuated  by  the  dense  breeding 
population  of  Chaffinches  Fringilla  coelebs  and 
Willow  Warblers  Phylloscopus  trochilus,  and  the 
presence — in  the  towns — of  many  Swifts 
Apus  apus,  which  stay  much  later  in  Finland 
than  in  Britain.  (JTRS ). 

‘Busman’s  Holiday’  Whether  or  not  you 
usually  watch  this  television  quiz-game,  you 
ought  to  make  an  effort  when  the  series 
returns  to  ITV  early  in  1988.  One  of  the 
three-man  teams  competing  will  consist  of 
ornithologists  Ian  Dawson,  Chris  Harbard 
and  Jonathan  Osborne.  Ian  will  be  an 
especially  well-known  name  to  BB  readers, 
from  his  co-authorship  with  Keith  Allsopp 
of  our  ‘Monthly  reports’.  His  profile  was 
featured  in  ‘Personalities’  recently  (Bril.  Birds 
80:  378-380),  where  it  was  noted  that  he 
appeared  several  times  in  that  other  long- 


running  intellectual  television  quiz-game, 
‘University  Challenge’.  Having  compiled 
two  quiz  books — Evenings  at  the  Coot  & 
Corncrake  (1986)  and  A Birdwatcher's  Quiz  Book 
(1987) — Chris  should  also  be  appropriately 
clued  up.  Watch  your  screens  to  find  out 
how  this  trio  fares. 

Birdwatching  in  Tunisia  The  Ornithology 
Unit  of  the  National  Institute  for  Scientific 
Research  (Tunis)  is  willing  to  help  you  to 
prepare  your  journey  in  Tunisia  (by  provid- 
ing practical  information  on  North  African 
species  and  good  localities,  permits  to  visit 
reserves,  listing  prohibited  areas,  and  so  on). 
Write  to  T.  Gaultier,  INRST/Ornithologie, 
Bordj  Cedria,  BP  95,  2050  Hamman-Lif, 
Tunisia. 

Give  a day  to  the  BTO  The  BTO  is  having  a 
sponsored  New  Year  Birdcount  on  1st  Janu- 
ary 1988.  A form  is  enclosed  with  this  issue. 
Phis  cannot  be  beaten  as  a painless  way  of 
helping  the  BTO  with  its  appeal,  aimed  at  a 
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purpose-built  National  Centre  for  Ornithol- 
ogy in  bring.  Last  year,  HE  readers  raised 
about  20%  of  the  total  of  £7,000  contributed 
by  the  NY  BC.  Highlights  were  two  different 
Cattle  Egrets  and  a Spotted  Sandpiper  with 
impeccable  references  (it  was  seen  by  John 
Marchant!).  A list  sent  in  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight  beat  all  others  from  Britain  and 
Ireland,  with  102  species.  Several  lists  sho- 
wed the  benefits  of  really  good  planning, 
but,  from  the  B'I'O’s  point  of  view,  the  proof 
of  success  is  in  the  money  raised  rather  than 
simply  the  number  of  species  seen.  If  every- 
one put  as  much  time  and  effort  into  getting 
sponsors  and  their  money  as  they  do  into 
the  birding  side  of  the  NYBC,  the  BI'O 
would  do  very  well  indeed.  The  prizes 
offered  may  tempt  you  to  take  part,  but 
most  people  do  it  as  an  enjoyable  start  to  the 
year’s  birding  and  because  they  want  to  help 
the  BTO  fulfil  its  ambitious  plans  for  the 
future.  (Contributed  by'  Chris  Mead) 

‘Birds  of  Turkey’,  5 The  fifth  booklet  in 
this  excellent  series,  on  the  Birds  of  Kulu 
Gobi  (by  Max  Kasparek),  is  now  available, 
price  £2,  and  is  available  to  UK  readers  from 
OSME  Sales,  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bed- 
fordshire SG19  2DI . By  the  time  you  read  this, 
it  is  hoped  that  No.  6 (Birds  of  Yeniqaga 
Gold)  will  be  close  to  publication:  more 
details  in  due  course. 

Fine  Sussex  initiative  Birds  in  Sussex,  1962- 
1987  is  a remarkably  fine  new  publication: 
an  object  lesson,  perhaps,  to  other  county 
birders.  It  celebrates  25  years  of  the  Sussex 
Ornithological  Society  with  a series  of  re- 
view articles,  all  of  which  make  fascinating 
reading:  Tony  Marr’s  opening  ‘Perspective’ 
sets  the  scene  for  us,  and  then  seven  more 
authors  deal  with  status  changes  among 
Sussex  breeding  birds;  Pagham  Harbour; 
coastal  wetlands  and  waders;  ringing;  scarce 
migrants;  rare  birds;  habitat  changes;  and 
the  SOS’s  conservation  work.  Orders,  en- 
closing £2.50  (including  p & p),  should  be 
sent  to  The  Editor,  SOS,  Bowders  Farm- 
house, Balcombe,  Haywards  Heath,  West 
Sussex. 

New  Northern  Ireland  report  In  more  tradi- 
tional format,  but  none-the-less  welcome 
for  that,  is  the  Northern  Ireland  Bird  Report , 
1982-1985 — a new  treatment  of  records  and 
essential  reading  for  anybody  interested  in 
birds  in  the  Six  Counties.  It  includes  a 
much-needed  Northern  Ireland  ‘list’,  with 
status  annotations,  and,  incidentally,  prob- 
ably the  most  useful  summary  of  the  identi- 


fication features  of  Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis 
homemanni  you  could  find  anywhere.  Our 
congratulations  to  the  Northern  Ireland 
Bird  Records  Committee;  we  look  forward 
to  the  next  one,  due  in  April  1988.  Mean- 
while, this  one  is  available  (for  £5  plus  30p  p 
& p)  from  W.  McDowell,  4 Gairloch  Park, 
Holywood,  Co  Down  BTta  ot.z. 


On  view  and  for  sale  If  you  are  going 
anywhere  near  Slimbridge  in  December  or 
January,  do  not  miss  the  chance  to  have  a 
look  at  the  original  paintings  by  Hilary  Burn 
for  the  47  plates  in  Wildfowl:  an  identification 
guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  world. 
just  published  by  Christopher  Helm.  They 
are  all  on  display  at  The  Wildfowl  Trust, 
and  are  all  for  sale. 

New  grants  Congratulations  to  Dr  Ian 
Winfield  (Department  of  Environmental  Stu- 
dies, Freshwater  laboratory,  University  of 
Ulster)  on  his  award  of  £10,803  from  the 
Department  of  Environment  (NI)  to  set  up  a 
pilot  project  to  provide  information  which  will 
help  the  Countryside  and  Wildlife  Branch  of 
the  DoE  to  plan  the  management  of  1,0 ugh 
Neagh  as  a waterfowl  conservation  site.  Dr 
Richard  Aspinall  (Geography  Department, 
University  of  Newcastle)  will  lx*  working  a 
somewhat  smaller  area:  his  grant  of  £400  from 
the  British  Ecological  Society  (Small  Grants 
Scheme)  goes  towards  a study  of  the  distribu- 
tion, status  and  ecology’  of  the  Fair  Isle  Wren 
Troglodytes  troglod\  tes  fridariensis. 

‘ZEISS  West  Germany’  fetes  ‘BB’  British 
birdwatchers  interested  in  rare  birds,  and  all 
BB  subscribers,  owe  ZEISS  West  Germany  an 
annual  vote  of  thanks,  for  ZEISS  sponsor- 
ship ensures  the  continued  existence  of  the 
Rarities  Committee,  with  its  careful  vetting 
of  some  1,000  records  per  annum,  and  the 
publication  of  the  detailed  decisions  in 
British  Birds,  often  with  supporting  photo- 
graphs and  drawings. 

In  July,  ZEISS  West  Germany  invited  SB’s 
Managing  Editor  to  visit  as  their  guest  the 
Hensoldt  factory  (part  of  the  ZEISS  group) 
in  Wet7.1ar,  to  see  the  manufacturing  process 
which  converts  blocks  of  glass  and  raw  metal 
and  plastic  into  the  top-class  optical  instru- 
ments cherished  (or  coveted)  by  knowledge- 
able birdwatchers.  As  well  as  the  fascinating 
factory  tour — which  demonstrated  just  how 
much  more  there  is  to  binocular  manufac- 
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333  & 334.  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 
inspecting  various  stages  of 
manufacture  of  ZEISS  West  Ger- 
many binoculars  on  tour  of  Hen- 
soldt  Works,  Wetzlar,  West 
Germany,  July  1987  (ZEISS  West 
Germany) 


ture  than  one  imagines,  and  how  much  care 
is  taken  to  ensure  cleanliness  and  precision 
at  ever)’  stage — the  ZEISS  hospitality  pro- 
vided several  opportunities  to  talk  to  senior 
members  of  the  Hensoldl  staff  informally 
over  lunch,  dinner  and  tours  around  the 
picturesque  town  of  Wetzlar  and  to  the 
Rhine  Gorge. 

The  close  links  between  RR  and  ZEISS 
West  Germany  are  now  forged  even  closer.  I 
should  like  especially  to  thank  Herr  H. 
Gorny,  Miss  Eileen  Parsons  and  Herr 
Friedolin  Berthel  for  their  kindness  in 
arranging  this  trip,  and  for  their  enjoyable 
company.  ( JTRS ) 


Sorry,  Radnor  . . . Our  note  on  the  Radnor 
Bird  Group  (Brit.  Rirds  80:  456)  stated  that 
Radnor  had  become  the  last  county  in 
Wales  to  have  its  own  Recorder  and  gave  the 
impression  that  nothing  had  been  going  on 
hitherto  regarding  the  gathering  and  publi- 
cation of  records  for  (he  area.  Allan  Smith, 
of  the  Herefordshire  Ornithological  Glub, 
has  written  to  inform  us  that  he  has  in  fact 
been  recorder  for  Radnor  for  17  years  and 
that  the  Club  (as  its  logo  clearly  shows)  has 
always  covered  Radnor;  we  learn  too  that 
the  Club  is  about  to  publish  (may  well  have 
published  by  the  time  you  read  this)  its  35th 
Annual  Report  on  Radnor  Birds.  Phis  (and 


News  and  comment 


655 


a separate  one  covering  Herefordshire)  will 
be  available  (price  £2  including  p & p in 
both  cases)  from  Mrs  J.  W.  Bromley,  The 
Garth,  Kington,  Herefordshire. 

. . . and  GPOG  Our  account  of  the  Country 
Life/ RSNC  County  Birdwatch  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
389-390)  was  incorrect  when  naming  the 
Greater  Peterborough  Ornithologists  Group 
team:  for  the  record,  they  actually  were  Ron 
Clarke,  Andrew  Dobson,  Andy  Frost  and 
Chris  Small. 


Change  of  Recorder  Alan  Ball,  37  Linden 
Way,  Boston,  Lincolnshire  PF.2I  9I)S,  has 
taken  over  from  G.  P.  Catley  as  Recorder  for 
Lincolnshire. 

Changes  of  address  of  Recorders  The 

address  of  D.  E.  Dickson,  Recorder  for  Fife 
(Dunfermline,  Kirkcaldy,  northeast  Fife),  is 
now  20  Rosabelle  Street,  Kirkcaldy,  Fife  KYI 
3D\v.  The  address  of  Brian  Rabbitts,  Recor- 
der for  Somerset,  is  now  Flat  3,  1 7 The  Espla- 
nade, Burnham-on-Sea,  Somerset  TAB  ibg 
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Save  the  Birds.  By  Anthony  W.  Diamond,  Rudolf  L.  Schreiber,  David 
Attenborough  and  Ian  Prestt.  Cambridge  University  Press,  Cambridge, 
1987.  384  pages;  500  colour  photographs;  55  colour  illustrations;  60  maps 
and  diagrams.  £17.50. 

I did  not  find  an  error  while  reading  this  book,  and,  ii  there  is  one.  I do  not  wish  to  have  it 
pointed  out  to  me.  For  an  error  or  two  should  in  no  way  detract  from  the  magnificence  of  this 
superbly  illustrated  and  very  well  written,  readable  account  of  the  birds  which  we  have  lost, 
are  losing,  or  hope  that  we  arc  rescuing  from  extinction. 

The  text  and  the  photographs  cover  the  range  of  habitats  within  12  ‘great  ecosystems 
(oceans;  polar  regions;  oceanic  islands;  coasts  and  estuaries;  lakes,  risers  and  marshes; 
mountains;  seasonal  woods  and  forests;  tropical  lbrests;  grassland,  heath  and  scrub;  arid 
lands;  agricultural  land;  and  towns  and  cities).  There  are  then  further  major  sections  on  ‘Save 
the  birds — we  need  them'  and  ‘Saving  Britain’s  birdlife’.  This  is  not  just  another  pretty  picture 
book  with  padding  text  (of  which  there  are  many,  some  of  them  well  written  and  well 
produced),  for  it  is  thoroughly  informative  and  hammers  home  its  urgent  messages  clearly  and 
effectively.  The  book  launches  the  International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation's  ‘Save  the 
Birds’  campaign,  a project  conceived  by  Pro  Natur.  It  has  clearly  been  devised  and  compiled 
with  care  and  dedication.  Cambridge  University  Press  has  done  justice  to  this  effort.  b\ 
ensuring  excellent  colour  reproduction,  imaginative  design  and  no  wasted  space. 

I recommend  this  book  very  strongly  to  anyone  who  has  any  interest  in  conservation.  I here 
is  powerful  and  authoritative  reading,  backed  up  by  highly  appropriate,  beautifully  repro- 
duced and  striking  colour  photographs  and  paintings.  A contribution  to  K BPs  ‘Save  the 
Birds'  account  will  result  from  every  copy  of  the  book  sold,  to  help  to  finance  international 
projects  for  the  conservation  of  threatened  habitats  and  the  preservation  of  endangered 
species. 

If  you  care  for  birds,  buy  this  book.  J - T-  R.  Sharrock 

The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR.  By  Algirdas  Knystautas.  Century, 
London,  1987.  224  pages;  275  colour  plates.  £14.95. 

The  modern,  travelling  birder  may  well  give  more  than  a passing  thought  to  the 
possibility  of  visiting  the  USSR.  Such  a visit  is  now.  of  course,  a very  real  possibility  with 
organised  birding  trips  visiting  that  vast  continent.  And  a vast  continent  it  is  indeed,  as 
this  book  stresses  very  forcibly,  occupying  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  world  s land- 
surface  and  stretching  across  two-thirds  of  the  globe.  What  literature  is  available  to 
enable  potential  visitors  to  get  some  idea  of  what  birds  they  might  encounter?  Here  is  a 
volume  that  will  help. 
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As  one  might  imagine  from  the  title,  the  author  has  attempted  the  almost  impossible 
task  of  summarising  (he  natural  history  of  the  USSR  in  words  and  pictures  in  just  224 
pages.  Within  these  constraints,  the  book  is  a great  success.  The  text  is  readable  and 
informative;  the  initial  chapters  deal  with  the  general  physical  geography  and  geology, 
and  climatic,  vegetational  and  faunal  zones,  with  brief  mention  of  the  characteristic 
members  of  the  plant,  animal  and  bird  communities.  Conservation  is  discussed — it  is  not 
surprising  to  discover  that  these  problems  are  truly  world-wide — both  generally,  and  at 
the  regional  level.  The  remainder  of  the  book  considers,  in  detail,  the  natural  history  of 
the  USSR,  dealing  in  turn  with  the  Arctic,  the  various  forest  zones,  the  mountain  areas, 
steppes  and  deserts,  and  wetlands.  Birds  are  not  neglected,  and  are,  in  fact,  discussed  in 
some  detail  in  the  context  of  each  of  the  ecological  zones. 

But  the  great  delight  of  the  book  is  the  photographs,  virtually  all  of  very  high  quality. 
Wonderfully  beautiful  landscapes;  flowers,  animals,  and,  particularly,  birds,  nearly  90 
species  of  which  are  illustrated.  Some  are  familiar  western  European  species,  but  many 
are  Asiatic.  To  give  a flavour  of  the  treats  in  store  for  the  reader,  the  goodies  include: 
Tristram’s  Bunting  Emberiza  tristrami,  Siberian  Crus  leucogeranus  and  Hooded  Cranes  G. 
monachus , Eastern  Curlew  Numenius  madagascariensis,  Nordmann’s  Greenshank  Tringa 
guttifer,  Relict  Gull  Lams  relict  us , White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis,  Dusky  Thrush 
Turdus  naumanni  and  Pale-legged  Leaf-warbler  Phylloscopus  lenellipes.  How  about  that  for 
starters? 

Many  will  want  the  book  just  for  the  bird  photographs,  but  they  will  gel  much  more. 
Phis  book  is  indeed  an  excellent  introduction  to  the  natural  history  of  the  USSR. 

R . J . Chandler 
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RSPB  Reserves  Visiting.  Edited  by 
Anthony  Chapman.  (RSPB,  1987.  £3.95) 
This  book  lists  120  RSPB  reserves  alphabeti- 
cally by  country,  and  details  everything  the 
visitor  to  a previously  unknown  reserve  is 
likely  to  need.  The  maps  show  the  extent  of 
each  reserve  and  are  sufficiently  detailed  to 
enable  visitors  to  find  them  easily.  The  most 
likely  birds  to  be  seen,  particularly  during  the 
breeding  season,  are  given,  and  the  informa- 
tion appears  accurate.  The  major  habitats 
are  outlined  and  other  wildlife  attractions, 
including  plants,  are  indicated.  Other 
information  listed  for  each  reserve  includes 
its  national  or  international  importance,  the 
name  and  address  of  the  warden,  visiting 
hours,  the  nearest  railway  station,  facilities 
for  disabled  visitors  and  the  provision  of 
toilet  facilities.  The  brief  introductory  pages 
include  general  advice  such  as  clothing  and 
footwear,  the  birdwatchers’  code  of  conduct 
and  some  useful  addresses.  Despite  its  small 
size,  this  book  is  uncluttered  and  would  be 
useful  to  many  BB  subscribers,  either  for 
planning  holidays  or  as  a permanent  addi- 
tion to  a birder’s  ever-growing  in-car  library. 
[J.  K.  B.  Illingworth  & MB) 

Come  Death  and  High  Water.  By  Ann 

Cleeves.  (Century,  London,  1987.  216 


pages.  £9.95.)  Ann  Cleeves’  classic  ‘who- 
dun-it’  presents  the  reader  with  an  assort- 
ment of  characters,  all  of  whom  have  the 
motive  and  opportunity  to  commit  the 
crime.  The  detective  and  the  reader  are  led 
through  a series  of  interviews  and  inci- 
dents to  the  solution.  The  setting  is  one 
familiar  to  many  birdwatchers:  an  offshore 
bird  observatory  (in  this  case,  a cross 
between  Hilbre  and  Lundy).  The  normal 
observatory  routines  are  clearly  depicted, 
and  I felt  that  I knew  the  place,  as  well  as 
the  characters.  My  powers  of  deduction, 
however,  were  not  as  good  as  those  of 
George  Palmer-Jones,  Mrs  Cleeves’  bird- 
watching detective,  but  my  interest  in 
solving  the  crime  was  maintained  to  the 
end,  as  one  expects  of  a good  detective 
story.  [Erika  Sharrock] 

Studies  of  Mascarene  Island  Birds.  Edit- 
ed by  A.  W.  Diamond.  (CUP,  Cambridge, 
1987.  458  pages.  £65.00)  This  substantial 
book  details  the  results  of  the  BOU  expedi- 
tion to  Mauritius,  Reunion  and  Rodrigues 
during  1974-75.  It  is  written  very  much  in  the 
style  of  papers  in  Ibis  with,  for  instance,  no 
illustrations  other  than  graphs,  histograms 
and  sonagrams  until  two  maps  on  pages  153 
and  154,  and  no  picture  of  a bird  until  page 
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230  (only  four  of  the  islands’  species  are 
illustrated,  by  line-drawings,  usually  showing 
interesting  aspects  of  behaviour).  The  high 
scientific  level  of  the  text  is  further  demons- 
trated by  the  reference  list,  which  runs  to  no 
less  than  24  pages.  This  book  is  clearly 
intended  for  the  specialist  scientist  and  con- 
servationist, since  it  is  not  until  the  sixty-fifth 
line  of  the  foreword  that  the  names  of  the 
islands  making  up  the  Mascarenes  are  men- 
tioned; the  introduction  mentions  the  indi- 
vidual islands,  of  course,  but  not  until  the 
third  or  fourth  paragraphs,  and  then  without 
emphasising  that  they  make  up  the  island 
group.  Nowhere  in  the  book  is  there  a map  to 
show  the  spatial  relationship  of  the  islands  to 
each  other,  nor  a map  to  show  where  the 
group  lies  in  relation  to  the  continents.  Thus, 
it  is  assumed  that  every  reader  will  lx* 
thoroughly  familiar  with  these  basic  facts. 
There  has,  indeed,  been  no  attempt  to  make 
the  book  interesting  for  the  non-specialist, 
with  not  a single  photograph  of  the  islands’ 
habitats,  not  a single  purely  decorative  draw- 
ing (apart  from  one  on  the  cover)  and, 
apparently,  every  attempt  to  make  the  book 
look  like  a series  of  scientific  papers.  The 
publishers,  Cambridge  University  Press, 
clearly  decided  where  their  market  lies  (the 
world’s  ornithological  and  university  libraries) 
and  set  the  price  ($125  or  £65.00)  accordingly. 
Much  of  the  content  is,  however,  so  interest- 
ing that  it  is  a pity  that  it  will  not  reath  a 
wider  audience. 


Progress  in  Psychobiology  and  Physio- 
logical Psychology,  vol.  12.  Edited  by 
Alan  N.  Epstein  and  Adrian  R.  Morrison. 

(Academic  Press,  1987.  Hardback  £54.00) 
State-of-the-art  psychobiology.  Of  no 
interest  to  the  vast  majority  of  BB  readers. 
[MB] 

How  to  Begin  the  Study  of  Birds.  By  R. 
Freethy.  (Richmond  Publishing  in  con- 
junction with  the  British  Naturalists’  Asso- 
ciation, 1987.  Paperback  £1.99,  Hardback 
£8.00.)  The  idea  of  an  introduction  to  the 
study  of  birds  is  a good  one,  especially  w hen 
aimed  at  young  people.  Unfortunately, 
only  38  pages  were  available  to  the  author, 
who  tries  also  to  include  an  introduction  to 
birdwatching,  and  an  account  of  the  birds 
to  be  found  in  eight  distinct  habitats.  The 
result  is  that  nothing  is  covered  thorough- 
ly, and  even  the  bibliography  leaves  one 
wondering  to  where  the  budding  young 
ornithologists  must  turn  for  further 
help.  [ PF.TF.R  HOI.DF.nJ 

Pecking  Order:  ‘Punch’  on  parrots  (and 
other  birds).  Edited  by  William  Hewi- 
son.  (Grafton,  1987.  Paperback  £2.95)  As 
the  subtitle  suggests,  quite  a lot  of  the 
cartoons  in  this  book  refer  to  cage-birds. 
There  is,  however,  plenty  for  the  field 
ornithologist  to  smile  at,  including  my 
personal  favourite,  which  appears  below. 


‘Pretty,  be  damned — it’s  a bird  of  ill  omen. 
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Breeding  and  Management  in  Birds  of 
Prey.  Edited  by  D.  J.  Hill.  (University  of 
Bristol,  1987.  187  pages.  Paperback,  £10, 
plus  £2  postage  in  UK,  £3  postage  over- 
seas.) This  volume  forms  the  proceedings 
of  a conference  held  at  Bristol  University 
in  January  1987,  which  sought  to  bring 
together  falconers,  aviculturists,  veterin- 
arians, ecologists  and  conservationists. 
The  book’s  contents  reflect  this  diversity  of 
interests,  as  they  deal  with  such  topics  as 
the  housing,  care  and  breeding  of  raptors 
in  captivity,  and  with  the  protection  and 
conservation  of  wild  populations.  Chap- 
ters most  relevant  to  the  field  ornithologist 
include  an  up-to-date  account  of  the  rein- 
troduction of  White-tailed  Eagles 
Haliaeetus  albicilla  in  Scotland  (J.  A.  Love) 
and  a study  of  Tawny  Owls  Strix  aluco  in 
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Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked 
reports,  not  authenticated  records 

The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  August 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Blocking  high-pressure  regions  to  the 
west,  which  had  kept  cool  air  flowing  from 
the  north  over  Britain  and  Ireland  all  too 
frequently  this  summer,  brought  another 
cool  spell  during  the  first  nine  days  of 
August.  By  10th,  this  pattern  changed:  the 
high-pressure  centre  moved  to  the  south 
and  unsettled  cyclonic  westerly  weather 
ensued.  From  22nd,  a stationary  low- 
pressure  area  developed  over  the  North  Sea 
bringing  in  cool  air  from  the  northeast  from 
24th  to  27th:  classic  East  Coast  fall  condi- 
tions. Thereafter,  the  warmer  westerly 
weather  resumed. 
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the  Kielder  Forest  (S.  J.  Petty).  [ 1 A N 
N F.U’TON] 

Those  of  thfe  Gray  Wind:  the  Sandhill 
Cranes.  By  Paul  A.  Johnsgard.  (Univer- 
sity of  Nebraska  Press,  1986.  $5.50.)  It  is 
tempting  to  be  dismissive  of  animal  stor- 
ies, yet  fictional  accounts  should  not  be 
underrated:  Tarka  the  Otter  won  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  several  generations.  Phis 
book  is  not,  regrettably,  another  Tarka , but 
the  four  stories,  through  which  we  follow 
the  migratory  journey  of  the  Sandhill 
Crane  Grus  canadensis , are  both  accurate 
and  atmospheric.  The  book  is  likely  to  be 
most  popular  with  younger  readers  (over 
the  age  of  about  nine),  but  unfamiliarity 
with  the  species  and  place  names  may  be  a 
barrier  to  readers  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  [PF.TF.R  Hoi.DF.n] 


The  Norfolk  fall 

The  fall  of  small  migrants  of  Scandinavian 
origin  at  the  start  of  the  last  week  was  the 
best  for  many  years  along  the  North  Norfolk 
coast:  Blakeney  Point  was  alive  with  Garden 
Warblers  Sylvia  borin.  Smaller  numbers  of 
birds,  including  a number  of  the  scarcer 
species,  appeared  widely  down  the  east 
coast  of  England,  and  north  to  Fair  Isle 
(Shetland).  The  numbers  of  Greenish 
Warblers  Phylloscopus  trochiloides  were  out- 
standing, with  at  least  eight  in  Norfolk 
between  25th  and  29th,  and  individuals  on 
Fair  Isle,  at  St  Abbs  (Borders),  at  Hartlepool 
(Cleveland),  and  two  at  Filey  (North  York- 
shire). There  had  already  been  a minor  fall 
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of  this  species  in  Shetland,  with  four  on  14th 
and  15th.  Other  leal  warblers  included  a 
Bonelli’s  Warbler  P.  bonelli  at  Howick 
(Northumberland)  on  24th,  an  Arctic- 
Warbler  P.  borealis  on  Fair  Isle  on  26th  and 
27th,  and  a good  passage  of  Willow  Warb- 
lers P.  trochilus  through  Bardsey  (Gwynedd), 
with  250  on  26th. 

An  obliging  Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media , 
glimpsed  on  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk)  in 
appalling  conditions  on  25th,  was  pinned 
down  on  26th  and  remained  until  the 
evening  of  27th,  when  improved  weather 
conditions  allowed  its  departure,  while 
another  arrived  on  Fair  Isle,  also  on  26th 
and  27th.  Four  Bee-eaters  Xlerops  apiasler 
which  turned  up  in  the  same  weather  system 
(but  where  did  they  come  from?)  spent  three 
days  at  Pickering  (North  Yorkshire)  from 
27 1 h-29th.  Scarce  migrants  to  appear  in 
numbers  included  some  30  Icterine  Warb- 
lers Hippolais  icterina , with  three  at  Land- 
guard  (Suffolk)  on  29th,  20  Barred  Warb- 
lers Sylvia  nisoria,  and  a similar  number  of 
Red-backed  Shrikes  Lanius  collurio , includ- 
ing four  at  Spurn  (Humberside)  on  30th. 
The  most  numerous  scarce  migrant,  howev- 
er, was  Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla,  with  about  85 
coming  to  our  attention,  and  both  Spurn 
and  Blakeney  Point  having  a dozen  or  more: 
no  doubt  the  true  count  was  well  into  three 
figures.  Early  Red-breasted  Flycatchers 
Ficedula  pan<a  were  seen  at  Wells  (Norfolk) 
and  Filey. 


Other  small  migrants  and  vagrants 

Perhaps  the  highlight  of  the  first  half  of  the 
month  was  an  invasion  of  Two-barred 
Crossbills  Loxia  lencoptera  in  the  Northern 
Isles.  After  the  first  arrivals  around  10th. 
there  were  eight  in  Shetland  on  14th,  four  of 
which  remained  at  Voe  until  18th,  followed 
by  12  or  13  on  F’oula  on  15th,  on  which  date 
there  were  also  three  on  Fair  Isle.  One  was 
on  North  Ronaldsav  (Orkney)  on  13th,  and 
two  at  Finstown  (Orkney)  on  22nd.  All  these 


were  juveniles,  and  it  was  not  until  28th  that 
Fair  Isle  had  an  adult  female.  With  luck,  this 
invasion  will  manifest  itself  farther  south  as 
autumn  turns  to  winter. 

There  were  several  reports  of  early  move- 
ments: on  Bardsey,  Goldcrests  Regulus  reg- 
ulns  and  Robins  Erithacus  rtibecula  started 
arriving  earlier  and  in  much  larger  numbers 
than  usual  for  August,  with,  for  example,  40 
of  the  former  species  on  29th.  A Redwing 
Turdus  iliacus  was  at  Spurn  on  19th,  while 
Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  sle/laia  and  Hen 
Harrier  Circus  tyaneus  at  Gibraltar  Point 
(Lincolnshire)  were  early. 

A Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus  pas- 
sed through  Fair  Isle  on  28th,  together  with 
600  Meadow1  Pipits  ,4.  pratensis,  while  a few 
Tree  Pipits  4.  trii>iaJis  passed  through  Ireland, 
four  on  Cape  Clear  Island  (Co.  Cork)  on 
22nd  being  a good  count.  The  same  locality 
had  a few  Yellow  Wagtails  Molacilla  flava. 
and  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford)  was  graced 
by  one  of  the  ashy-headed  race  cinereocapilla 
from  9th.  A Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  canlil- 
lans  on  Bardsey  from  21st-24th  was  the  only 
rare  Sylvia.  Ten  reports  of  Aquatic  Warblers 
Acrocephalus  paludicola  included  one  way  north 
on  Foula  (Shetland)  on  15th.  and  another 
which  stayed  a week  at  ClifTe  Pools  (Kent)  in 
the  last  week.  The  first  Melodious  Warbler 
Hippolais  polyglotta  of  the  autumn  was  at 
Portland  (Dorset)  on  7th,  and  was  followed 
by  a further  half  dozen  scattered  along  the 
south  and  west  coasts  of  England  and 
Wales.  A Marsh  Warbler  .4.  palustris  was  on 
Fair  Isle  on  20th,  and  a Reed  W'arbler  .4. 
scirpaceus  on  Cape  Clear  Island  on  27th. 
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From  Jersey  came  the  report  that  Dartford 
Warblers  Sylvia  undata  are  showing  ‘no  appa- 
rent reduction  in  numbers  due  to  the  win- 
ter’. 

A Treecreeper  Certhia  Jamiliaris  at  Land- 
guard  on  1st  was  a new  site  record,  and  the 
same  day  saw  a Trumpeter  Finch  Bucanetes 
githagineus  on  Holy  Island  (Northumber- 
land). Two  Golden  Orioles  Oriolus  oriolus  at 
VVelney  (Norfolk)  on  4th  were  presumably 
dispersing  from  their  English  breeding 
grounds.  Juvenile  Woodchat  Shrikes  Lanius 
senator  were  found  on  Jersey  on  1 1 th,  at 
Sidlesham  Ferry  (West  Sussex)  on  14th  and 
15th,  on  St  Agnes  (Scilly)  from  22nd,  and  at 
Lytham  (Lancashire)  on  the  last  three  days 
of  the  month.  A male  Serin  Serinus  serinus  was 
at  Landguard  on  24th,  and  also  in  the  last 
week  there  were  single  Ortolan  Buntings 
Emberiza  hortulana  in  Devon  and  Kent,  and  a 
couple  of  Scarlet  Rosefinches  Carpodacus 
erythrinus  and  a Yellow-breasted  Bunting  F. 
aureola  on  Fair  Isle. 

There  were  only  three  Hoopoes  Upupa 
epops  reported.  Four  Alpine  Swifts  Apus 
melba  were  seen  briefly,  at  Malltraeth,  Angle- 
sey (Gwynedd),  in  the  second  week,  at 
Winchester  (Hampshire)  on  16lh,  and  on 
seawatches  at  Porthgwarra  (Cornwall)  on 
19th,  and  migrating  with  Manx  Shearwaters 
Puffinus  puffinus  off  Cape  Clear  Island  on 
23rd! 

Seawatching 

Seawatching  through  360°  was  flavour  of  the 
month  for  a number  of  brave  (or  foolhardy) 
birders.  Pelagics  are  now  seemingly  well 
established  in  this  country,  and  an  August 
trip  into  the  Atlantic  to  tick  Wilson’s  Petrel 
Oceanites  oceanicus  will  no  doubt  become  as 
essential  as  a trip  to  Shetland  to  see  ‘Albert’ 
and  ‘Snowy’.  Eight  pelagic  trips  aboard  MV 
Chalice  to  160  km  or  more  west  of  Newlyn 
(Cornwall)  between  14th  and  the  month  end 
amassed  a staggering  total  of  69  Wilson’s 
Petrels,  the  highest  daily  total  being  15  on 
22nd,  and  only  one  trip,  in  adverse  weather, 
failed  to  score.  Another  trip  out  of  west 
Cornwall  on  23rd  found  one,  possibly  two 
Wilson’s,  only  40  km  WSW  of  Bishop  Rock 
(Scilly),  while  two  Irish  trips  out  of  Burton- 
port  (Co.  Donegal)  on  15th  and  Castletown 
(Co.  Cork)  on  29th,  each  ‘chummed  in’ 
singles.  Clearly,  the  text  books  need  rewrit- 
ing: Wilson’s  Petrel  must  be  a numerous 
bird  in  western  British  and  Irish  waters  for 
them  to  be  seen  almost  at  will.  [As  pre- 
dicted a quarter  of  a century  ago  by  Dr 
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W.  R.  P.  Bourne.  Eds).  In  addition  to  the 
petrels,  there  were  plenty  of  other  birds  on 
the  Cornish*  pelagics  to  ease  the  pain  of 
churning  stomachs:  a total  of  785  Great 
Shearwaters  Puffinus  gravis,  33  Cory’s  Shear- 
waters Calonectris  diomedea  on  18th,  one  Little 
Shearwater  P.  assimilis  on  29th,  65  Grey 
Phalaropes  Phalaropus  fulicarius,  13  Pomar- 
ine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus,  seven  Long- 
tailed Skuas  S.  longicaudus,  a South  Polar 
Skua  S.  maccormicki  on  19th,  and  15  Sabine’s 
Gulls  Larus  sabini , mostly  adults  in  summer 
plumage,  including  six  on  20th. 


Cornish  seawatchers  saw  small  numbers 
of  the  two  large  shearwaters,  though  more 
than  100  Great  Shearwaters  passed  Cape 
Clear  Island  on  19th,  and  a few  Cory’s 
appeared  off  Irish,  North  Sea  and  Channel 
coasts  scattered  through  the  month.  The 
only  Little  Shearwater  seen  from  the  main- 
land passed  Gwennap  Head  (Cornwall)  on 
20th.  A good  sea-passage  off  St  Abbs  on 
27th  involved  640  Fulmars  Fulmarus  glacialis 
and  1,000  Gannets  Sula  bassana  per  hour,  64 
Sooty  Shearwaters  Puffinus  griseus,  and  86 
Manx  Shearwaters  P.  puffinus,  including  one 
of  the  Balearic  race  mauretanicus,  all  moving 
north. 

Excellent  skua  counts  perhaps  reflect  the 
increasing  popularity  of  seawatching,  rather 
than  unusual  numbers.  Over  170  Pomarine 
Skuas  were  reported,  mostly  off  North  Sea 
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coasts,  including  20  north  at  Tynemouth 
(Tyne  & Wear)  on  4th.  High  daily  counts  of 
Arctic  Skuas  Stercorarius  parasiticus  were  21 1 
ofT  Filey,  and  268  south  past  Spurn,  both  on 
23rd,  doubtless  involving  many  of  the  same 
individuals;  and  some  30  Long-tailed 
Skuas,  mixed  adults  and  immatures,  were 
reported  south  from  Fair  Isle  and  Orkney, 
and  included  singles  inland  at  Upton  War- 
ren (Hereford  & Worcester)  on  8th  and  Bath 
(Avon)  on  24th.  A Great  Skua  .S'.  skua  also 
appeared  inland,  at  Treeton  Dyke,  near 
Sheffield  (South  Yorkshire),  on  22nd. 


Gulls  and  terns 

A Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis  (the 
same  one?)  was  seen  off  Flamborough 
(Humberside)  on  9th,  north  past  Holy  Is- 
land on  16th,  at  Musselburgh  (Lothian)  on 
21st  and  22nd,  providing  a first  Scottish 
record,  and  then  off  Hartlepool  on  23rd.  On 
the  opposite  coast,  single  Forster’s  Terns  .S'. 
forsteri  were  noted  in  Wexford  Harbour  (Co. 
Wexford)  on  21st,  off  Great  Onne  (Gwy- 
nedd) on  23rd,  and  two  together  near 
Prestatyn  (Clwyd)  on  31st.  Caspian  Terns 
.S',  caspia  were  seen  briefly  at  Cotswold  Water 
Park  (Wiltshire)  on  15th,  Cley  (Norfolk)  on 
20th  and  Lackford  (Suffolk)  on  22nd,  while 
Gull-billed  Terns  Gelochelidon  nilotica  were 
off  Langney  Point  (East  Sussex)  on  15th,  at 
Scotsman’s  Flash  (Greater  Manchester)  on 
18th,  and  at  Plymouth  (Devon)  from  25th 
into  September.  Surprisingly,  the  only 
White-winged  Black  Terns  Chlidonias  leucop- 
terus  were  at  Tacumshin  from  2nd  to  at  least 
25th  (plate  335),  and  past  Landguard  on 
12th  and  Cley  on  30th,  though  the  passage 
of  Black  Terns  C.  niger  was  very  poor. 

Notable  movements  of  commoner  species 
included  100  Arctic  Terns  S.  paradisaea 
south  past  Sizewell  (Suffolk)  on  3rd,  829 


Common  Terns  .V.  hirundo  south  off  Land- 
guard  on  20th,  and  more  than  1,000  Sand- 
wich Terns  S',  sandvicensis  past  Gibraltar  Point 
on  24th,  with  29  over  Bedford  (Bedford- 
shire) on  22nd  being  an  excellent  inland 
count. 

There  was  a Sabine’s  Gull  at  Mussel- 
burgh on  19th  and  21st,  and  five  English 
east  coast  records  around  the  same  time, 
with,  exceptionally,  one  inland  at  Draycote 
Water  (Warwickshire)  on  25th.  Yellow- 
legged  Herring  Gulls  /..  argentatus  michahellis 
built  up  to  an  impressive  94  at  East  Tilbury 
(Essex)  on  1st,  while  there  were  a few  typical 
reports  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  /..  delawarensis , 
Mediterranean  Gulls  /..  melanocephalus.  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  /..  hyperboreus,  including  the 
return  of  the  Cley  regular  on  31st.  Forty 
Little  Gulls  /,.  minutus  could  be  found  at 
Lowestoft  (Suffolk)  on  27th.  Unusual  sight- 
ings of  Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylte  were 
one  at  Dungeness  on  16th,  and  two  off  St 
Abbs  on  30th. 


Waders 

The  two  adult  Black-winged  Stilts  Himantn- 
pus  himantopus  left  Holme  (Norfolk)  around 
18th,  but  the  two  young  could  still  be  found 
either  there  or  at  Titchwell  (Norfolk)  until 
the  end  of  the  month.  Wader  passage 
generally  was  unexceptional,  especially  in 
the  west,  though  there  was  a good  showing 
of  Spotted  Redshanks  Tringa  en  tbropus  and 
Greenshanks  T.  nebularia  in  Lothian,  while 
Thomey  Deeps  (West  Sussex)  held  an 
excellent  124  Greenshanks  on  9th,  together 
with  2,165  Redshanks  T.  totanus.  In  Avon 
there  were  ‘reasonable  numbers'  of  Wood 
Sandpipers  T.  glareola  ‘considering  the  poor 
passage  of  other  species’,  and  there  w ere  ten 
at  Old  Hall  (Essex)  on  4th.  Ruffs  Philo- 
machus pugnax  were  scarce  in  Lothian,  though 
a little  farther  south  there  was  a strong 
influx  in  Tyneside  towards  the  month  end. 
The  first  returning  Purple  Sandpiper  C.atid- 
ris  maritima  to  Landguard  appeared  on 
28th. 

Rarer  species  included  a Marsh  Sandpip- 
er T.  stagnatilis  at  Cley  from  July  to  2nd, 
which  was  found  the  next  day  at  Titchwell, 
then  a few  days  later  across  The  Wash,  near 
Boston  (Lincolnshire),  where  it  remained 
until  15th.  There  were  eight  typical  reports 
of  Red-necked  Phalaropes  Phalaroptis  lobatus ; 
a few  Temminck’s  Stints  C.  temminckii , 
which  included  one  at  Ballycotton  (Co. 
Cork)  on  3rd,  and  three  together  at  Cley  on 
28th;  the  first  returning  Dotterels  C.haradrius 
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morinellus,  with  three  on  Fair  Isle  on  11th 
being  the  earliest-ever  autumn  record;  and  a 
vagrant  Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus  at 
Middleton  Moor  (Derbyshire)  on  29th. 

The  highlight  of  the  Nearctic  waders  was 
an  adult  Stilt  Sandpiper  Xlicropalama  himan- 
topus  at  ClifFe  Pools  from  18th  to  at  least 
24th,  followed  by  another,  briefly,  at  Drift 
Reservoir  (Cornwall)  on  29th.  There  were 
only  five  reports  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
Calidris  melanotos,  though  there  were  four 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  C.  fuscicollis  in 
Ireland  in  the  first  week,  followed  by  one  at 
Farlington  (Hampshire)  from  1 1 th-  17th,  and 
another  at  Frodsham  (Cheshire)  from  24th 
to  at  least  30th.  A Long-billed  Dowitcher 
Linmodromus  scolopaceus  was  seen  at  Spurn  on 
8th,  9th  and  11th,  and  there  was  a good 
showing  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  Phalaropus 
tricolor,  with  five  in  Britain  and  five  in 
Ireland,  all  bar  one  in  the  second  half  of  the 
month. 

Other  water  birds 

Five  Night  Herons  Nyclicorax  nycticorax  (plate 
336)  included  at  least  two  long  stayers,  while 
the  only  new  Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 
reported  was  at  Sandwich  (Kent)  late  in  the 
month.  Nine  Little  Egrets  Egretta  garzetta 
included  two  together  on  the  river  Yealm 
(Devon)  on  7th  and  8th,  and  one  inland, 
flying  over  Swarkestone  Gravel-pit  (Der- 
byshire) on  23rd.  A Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra 
drifted  over  Poole  (Dorset)  on  9th,  and  an 
unusual  sighting  of  Spoonbill  Platalea  leucor- 
odia  concerned  one  at  Fen  Drayton  (Cam- 
bridgeshire) on  24th  and  25th. 

Garganeys  Anas  querquedula  remained 
scarce,  though,  with  most  reports  being  in 
the  last  week,  there  was  perhaps  a small 
arrival.  Some  half  dozen  each  of  Red- 
crested  Pochards  Melt  a nifina  and  Ferrugi- 
nous Ducks  Aythya  nyroca  were  perhaps  of 
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doubtful  origin,  as  surely  were  several  re- 
ported Ruddy  Shelducks  Tadoma  ferruginea, 
though  one -at  Gibraltar  Point  on  21st  and 
23rd  was  reported  as  being  very  wary.  W'hat 
was  presumably  the  drake  Falcated  Duck 
Anas  Jalcata  of  last  winter  returned,  still  in 
eclipse  plumage,  with  a few  Wigeons  A. 
penelope  to  the  Ouse  Washes  at  Welney  from 
20th.  An  eclipse  drake  Ring-necked  Duck 
Aythya  collaris  remained  throughout  at  Cat- 
cliffe  Flash  (South  Yorkshire). 

A King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  was  with 
the  regular  flock  of  Eiders  S.  mollissima  at 
Sumburgh  Head  (Shetland),  a drake  Surf 
Scoter  Melanilta  perspicillata  was  off  Gullane 
(Lothian)  on  3rd  and  4th,  and  a female 
Velvet  Scoter  M.  fusca  was  a strange  visitor 
to  Ogston  Reservoir  (Derbyshire)  on  28th- 
29th. 

A single  Crane  Grus  grus  was  near  Darling- 
ton (Durham)  in  the  third  week.  After  a 
couple  of  Spotted  Crakes  Porzana  porzana 
early  in  the  month,  four  or  five  arrived  in  the 
last  week. 

Birds  of  prey 

A Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  at  Lochfoot 
(Dumfries  & Galloway)  on  28th  was  follo- 
wed by  one  in  north  Norfolk  on  30th  and 
31st,  while  earlier  there  had  been  a Red  Kite 
M.  milvus  over  Derby  (Derbyshire)  on  17th 
and  a Goshawk  Accipiler gentilis  at  St  Abbs  on 
18th.  Marsh  Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus  were 
widely  scattered,  and  several  Montagu’s 
Harriers  C.  pygargus  included  a male  on 
Guernsey  on  17th.  A Honey  Buzzard  Pemis 
apivorus  hung  around  Aber  Ogwen  (Gwy- 
nedd) for  a week,  but  three  others  elsewhere 
drifted  straight  through.  Red-footed  Fal- 
cons Falco  vespertinus  stayed  at  Blacktoft 
(Humberside)  and  Abberton  (Essex),  and  a 
fresh  arrival  was  an  immature  male  at 
Elmley  (Kent)  from  12th- 16th. 

The  movement  of  birds  in  the  last  few 
days  of  the  month  also  evidenced  itself  in 
the  raptors:  several  Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus 
passed  through,  including  one  fishing  in  the 
same  pit  at  Fen  Drayton  which  had,  a few 
days  earlier,  hosted  the  Spoonbill.  There 
was  a peak  in  reports  of  Hobbies  F.  suhbuteo , 
and  Peregrines  F.  peregrinus  started  to 
appear  in  their  coastal  wintering  areas. 

In  the  far  north,  two  Snowy  Owls  Nyctea 
scandiaca  were  at  Uyeasound  (Shetland)  on 
1st,  and  a Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba  of  the  dark- 
breasted Continental  race  guttata  on  Rousay 
on  19th  gave  Orkney  its  first  record  of  this 
species  since  1979. 
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335.  White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias 
leucopterus,  Co.  Wexford,  August  1987 
(Dick  Coombes) 

Recent  reports 

White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  Spurn 
(Humberside),  1st  November. 

Harlequin  Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus  Islay 
(Western  Isles),  end  of  October. 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  Fremingham  Pill  (Devon),  8th  Novem- 
ber. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  Penmon, 
Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  3rd-8th  November. 
Little  Auk  Alle  alle  (’ley  (Norfolk),  40  on  3rd 
November;  Fifeness  (Fife),  600  on  8th 
November. 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  Point 
of  Ayr  (Clwyd),  five  on  25th  October; 
Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire),  four  on  27th 
October;  Landguard  Point  (Suffolk),  three 
on  28th  October;  Bamburgh  (Northumber- 
land), 1st  November;  Flamborough  (Hum- 
berside), from  6th-8th  November;  Dundee 
(Tayside),  8th  November. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  Orkney, 
6th  November. 

Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  Foreness 
Point  (Kent),  7th  November;  Guernsey.  8th 
November. 

Desert  Wheatear  O.  deserti  Landguard  Point, 
21st-26th  October,  possibly  same,  Prawle 
Point  (Devon),  27th-30th  October. 
Swainson’s  Thrush  Cathams  guttatus  Lundy 


336.  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nyclicorax, 
Berkshire,  August  1987  (Jeff  Hunt) 

(Devon),  27th  October  to  5th  November. 
Veery  C.  fuscescens  Lundy,  25th  October  to 
8th  November. 

Eye-browed  Thrush  Turdus  obscurus  Isles  of 
Scilly,  27th  October. 

Two-barred  Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
plumbeitarsus  St  Agnes  (Scilly  ),  27th  October. 
Pallas’s  Warbler  P.  proregulus  Prawle,  30th 
October;  and  in  November,  Porthgwarra 
(Cornwall),  1st;  I’he  Lizard  (Cornwall),  1st; 
Scilly,  1st;  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk),  4th; 
Waxham  (Norfolk),  6th;  Paston  (Norfolk), 
6th;  Filey  (North  Yorkshire),  7th  and  8th; 
Bardsey  (Gwynedd),  7th;  Wells  (Norfolk), 
8th;  Dungeness  (Kent),  8th. 

Dusky  Warbler  P.  fuscatus  Landguard  Point, 
27th-30th  October;  Old  Head  of  Kinsale 
(Co.  Cork),  31st  October;  Cape  Clear  Island 
(Co.  Cork),  1st  November;  Dungeness,  1st- 
2nd  November;  Isles  of  Scilly,  4th  Novem- 
ber; Hapisburgh  (Norfolk),  7th-8th  Novem- 
ber. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  patva  Gal- 
ley Head  (Co.  Cork).  31st  October. 
Isabelline  Shrike  Lanins  isabellinus  W ells 
(Norfolk),  lst-5th  November;  Wembury 
(Devon),  8th  November. 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  Orkney, 
from  31st  October. 

Rustic  Bunting  E.  rustica  L’pton  Warren 
(Hereford  & Worcester),  8th  November. 
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36.  Bryan  Bland 

Easily  dismissed  as  all  hair  and  knees,  Bryan  Bland  reveals  on  closer 
acquaintance  many  of  the  attributes  and  interests  (even  degrees  of  culture 
and  sophistication?)  of  proper  jackets-and-trousers  people.  It  may  come  as 
a surprise  to  all  those  twitchers  who  know  him  as  Wildman  (or 


I Brit.  Birds  80:  663-666,  December  1987] 


664 


Personalities 


Upsidedownman,  because  at  a distance  his  head  appears  to  be  on  the 
wrong  way  around),  but  the  most  regular  comparison  made  by  the  parties 
of  American  birders  who  live  with  him  20  hours  a day  for  a month  each 
year  on  his  annual  Great  British  Experience  is  Renaissance  Man.  It  must 
be  because  they  more  than  anyone  are  exposed  to  his  infectious  love  of 
birds,  life,  philosophy,  music,  mythology,  history,  drama,  etymology — in 
fact  everything  except  sport  and  Mrs  Thatcher.  By  the  time  they  reach 
Wales  where  I join  them,  they  are  both  stimulated  and  exhausted. 
Fortunately,  his  wife,  Betty,  co-leader  on  this  annual  history  and  natural 
history  tour  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  is  on  hand  to  keep  things  in 
perspective. 
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Betty  also  gives  Bryan  100  per  cent  support  on  the  celebrated 
residential  birding  courses  which  for  the  last  12  years  they  have  operated 
from  their  home  at  C.ley,  providing  the  special  ambience  and  superb  meals 
which  are  as  much  an  attraction  of  a Flanders  course  as  the  250  or  more 
species  a year  which  Bryan  shows  to  guests.  Over  1,000  birdwatchers, 
Irom  raw  beginners  to  experienced  regulars,  have  now  spent  a week  or 
weekend  under  Bryan  s tutorage  (many  of  them  ten  or  20  times)  and  can 
testify  to  his  unparalleled  skills  as  a communicator  and  teacher,  to  his 
sixth  sense  in  the  field,  and  to  his  energy  and  enthusiasm  for  his  subject. 

A life  almost  constantly  in  the  field,  together  with  his  lectures  at 
ornithological  conferences  and  bird  clubs,  his  work  for  many  years  on 
county  rarities  committees  from  Scilly  to  Norfolk,  and  his  periodic 
appearances  on  television  and  radio,  have  made  Bryan  a familiar  figure  to  a 
wide  cross-section  of  the  British  birding  fraternity,  easily  recognisable  in 
his  standard  summer  plumage  of  smock  and  shorts  (on  official  occasions: 
smock,  shorts  and  bowler)  or  his  winter  dress  of  smock  and  jeans  (which 
he  dons  on  5th  December  as  a birthday  present  for  Betty,  even  if  it’s  still 
shorts  weather). 

His  courses  in  East  Anglia  remain  his  main  interest.  But,  as  a director  of 
Sunbird,  his  tour-leading  activities  abroad  take  him  to  cultures  and  faunal 
areas  as  diverse  as  Mexico,  Morocco  and  Greece.  His  experience  in  total 
covers  14  European  countries;  North,  Central  and  South  America;  North 
and  East  Africa;  India;  and  the  Far  East.  And,  although  responsible  for  the 
discovery  and  identification  of  many  rarities,  he  admits  to  some 
staggering  clangers — such  as  his  identification,  first,  as  two  dogs  fighting, 
then,  as  an  Arab  on  a bike,  of  a displaying  Houbara  Bustard  in  Morocco. 

His  disappearance  from  the  national  scene  in  the  late  1960s  to  restrict 
himself  for  five  years  to  an  8-km  radius  of  his  house  in  Oxted  produced 
many  interesting  records,  including  the  first  Surrey  Red-necked  Phalar- 
ope.  He  has  also  done  his  share  of  twitching,  having  seen  440  species 
in  Britain,  including  nearly  300  species  in  his  home  10-km  square.  His 
personal  records  include  the  highest  British  day  tally  (158  in  1982),  the 
county  day  tally  (155  in  Norfolk  in  1987),  and  a window  list  of  over  200. 
Not  bad  for  a non-lister. 

Seeking  constantly  to  build  bridges  between  birders  and  non-birders, 
the  markedly  improved  situation  in  Scilly  and  elsewhere  in  recent  years 
owes  not  a little  to  Bryan's  behind-the-scenes  efforts.  Such  PR  activities 
highlight  his  gregarious  nature.  He  actually  enjoys  the  social  side  of  Scilly. 
Speaking  of  which,  yet  another  facet  of  his  character — his  over-riding 
sense  of  fun — is  revealed  by  his  essentially  cartoon-and-caricature  style  of 
illustrating  in  the  60-odd  sketches  he  did  for  David  Hunt's  Confessions  of  a 
Scilly  Birdman. 

Curiously,  although  he  has  achieved  some  recognition  as  an  artist — the 
first  picture  he  had  published  was  when  he  was  aged  two  (not  of  a bird, 
but  of  a tree) — his  specialist  subject  at  university  was  English,  and  it  was 
as  a writer  and  editor  that  he  earned  his  living  for  the  first  16  years  of  his 
working  life,  as  a director  of  National  Editorial  and  Writing  Services  Ltd, 
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and  London  Typographical  Designers  Ltd.  It  was  there  that  I first  met 
Bryan.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Bryan  was  happy  and  successful  in  his 
work.  But,  increasingly,  a belief  in  a forthcoming  technocracy — an  age 
when  it  would  be  a privilege  to  go  to  work  and  consequently  be  denied  to 
the  majority — led  him  to  the  traumatic  decision  to  resign  and  pioneer  a 
training-for-leisure  scheme:  the  Flanders  courses.  This  is  why  his  passport 
now  shows  his  profession  as  ‘Ornithologist’  (an  occupation  not  so  familiar 
in  some  countries:  he  was  once  refused  a visa  because  the  authorities 
confused  it  with  Anarchist,  though  on  another  occasion  he  gained  ready 
admission  when  the  immigration  officer  recognised  the  word  to  mean  ‘an 
ear,  nose,  and  throat  specialist’).  But,  although  birds  and  birding  occupy 
such  a central  position  in  his  life,  they  do  not  yet  reign  supreme.  As  Bryan 
himself  says:  ‘I  ’ve  managed  for  49  years  without  a White’s  I hrush.  I doubf 
ifl  could  last  a month  without  Mozart’.  Rob  EVANS 


Monthly  marathon 

The  fifth  photograph  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  222) 
was  obviously  either  a chat  or  a flycatcher, 
but  which?  The  following  suggestions  were  made: 

Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  (29%) 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus  ( 1 7%) 

Brown  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  latirostris  ( 1 4%) 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  (11%) 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula parva  ( 1 0%) 

Pied  Flycatcher  F.  hypoleuca  ( 1 0%) 

Robin  Frithacus  mbecula  (3%) 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  (3%) 

with  smaller  numbers  of  entries  for  Eversmann’s  Redstart  P.  erythronotus , Black  Redstart  P. 
ochruros,  Moussier’s  Restart  P.  moussieri,  Whinchat  5.  rubetra,  Canary  Islands  Stonechat  S. 
dacotiae,  Pied  Stonechat  S.  caprata , Black-eared  Wheatear  O.  hispanica,  Spotted  Flycatcher 
M.  striata  and  Collared  Flycatcher  F.  albicollis. 

This  popular  monthly  competition — carrying  the  prize,  worth  well  over 
£1,000,  of  a SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North 
America — demands  identification  skills,  but  also  a little  gambling  spirit 
and,  frankly,  some  luck.  It  is  sometimes  possible  to  be  certain  of  an 
identification,  but,  in  this  case,  those  who  named  it  as  a Redstart  deserve 
our  commiserations:  so  close,  yet  not  quite  right.  It  was  in  fact  a Black 
Redstart,  photographed  by  Graham  Sutton  in  Cornwall  in  January  1985. 
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Nearly  all  competitors  failed.  Indeed,  vve  now  have  only  two  left  in  the 
hunt:  Ola  Lindblad  of  Falkenberg,  Sweden  (with  five  in  a row  correct),  and 
Graham  Walbridge  of  Portland,  Dorset  (who  now  has  four  in  a row).  With 
a further  five  (or  six)  correct  answers  to  be  given  before  the  winning  ten- 
in-a-row  sequence  is  achieved,  the  odds  must  favour  them  both  failing  at 
some  future  stage,  whereupon  the  competition  will  again  be  wide  open. 
So,  do  not  be  put  off  now,  but  keep  your  entries  flowing  in. 


338.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  8.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  40  in  the  January  1987  issue , then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  t\J,  to  arrive  by  15th 

January  1988 
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This  list  covers  January  to  December  1988 


8th- 10th  January  bto  ringing  and  migra- 
tion CONFERENCE.  Hayes  Conference  Cen- 
tre, Swanwick,  Derbyshire.  Details  from 
Chris  Mead,  BTO,  Beech  Grove,  Tring, 
Hertfordshire  HP23  5NR. 

19th  January  BRITISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ 
CLUB.  Dr  1).  W.  Snow  on  ‘The  BOU 
Expedition  to  Colombia — a progress  re- 
port’. Central  London.  Non-members 
should  write  (enclosing  SAE)  at  least  21 
days  before  to  Hon.  Secretary,  R.  E.  F. 
Peal,  2 Chestnut  Lane,  Sevenoaks,  Kent 
TNI 3 3AR. 

23rd-24th  January  YOUNG  ORNITHOLOG- 
ISTS’ CLUB  GARDEN  BIRDS  SURVEY.  Details 
from  YOC,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedford- 
shire SG 19  2DL. 

30th  January  BTO/HERTFORDSHIRF.  NATU- 
RAL HISTORY  SOCIETY  ONE-DAY  CONFER- 
ENCE. Oaklands  Agricultural  College,  St 
Albans.  Details  from  Dr  Stephen  Baillie, 
BTO. 

30th  January  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
'Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’. 

30th  January  Closing  date  for  ‘Best  re- 
cent black-and-white  bird-photographs’. 

12th-14th  February  BTO/ WILDFOWL  TRUST 
‘wildfowl’  CONFERENCE.  Hayes  Confer- 
ence Centre.  Details  from  Dr  Stephen 
Baillie,  BTO. 

13th  February  RSFB  FILM  PREMIERE.  Royal 
Festival  Hall.  Enquiries:  Kale  Berry, 
RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 
SGI 9 2DL. 

16th  February  BOG.  Dr  David  Nettleship 
on  ‘Present  status  and  prospects  of  sea- 
birds in  the  NVV  Atlantic’  (preceded  by  two 
colour  films  of  Atlantic  seabirds).  Central 
London.  Details  from  Hon.  Secretary. 

26th-28th  February  IRISH  wii.dbird 
CONSF.RVANCY/RSPB  ALL-IRELAND  CONFER- 
ENCE ON  bird  CONSERVATION.  Hotel  Victor, 
Dun  Laoghaire,  Co.  Dublin.  ‘Estuaries’; 
‘Threatened  birds  in  Europe’.  Details  from 
IWC,  8 Longford  Place,  Monkstown,  Co. 
Dublin,  Ireland. 


27th  February  BTO/WORCESTF.RSHIRF.  NAT- 
URE CONSERVATION  TRUST  ONF.-DAY  CONFER- 
ENCE. Details  from  Harr)’  Green,  Windy 
Ridge,  Pershore  Road,  Little  Comberton, 
Pershore,  Worcestershire  WRI0  3EW. 

5th  March  BTO/KENT  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCI- 
ETY ONF.-DAY  CONFERENCE.  Canterbury.  De-” 
tails  from  Major  Geoffrey  Munns,  Spring 
Place,  St  Aubyn’s  Close,  Orpington,  Kent 
BR6  OSN. 

5th  March  BTO/.SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ 
CLUB  ONF.-DAY  CONFERENCE.  Inverness. 
Details  from  John  Davies,  SOC,  21  Regent 
Terrace,  Edinburgh  eh 7 5BT. 

14th  March  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’. 

19th  March  BTO/EAST  ANGLIAN  ONF.-DAY 
CONFERENCE.  University  of  East  Anglia,  Nor- 
wich. ‘Conservation  through  research — the 
role  of  the  BTO.’  Details  from  Dr  Moss 
Taylor,  Cherrymead,  4 Heath  Road,  Sher- 
ingham,  Norfolk  NR26  8JH. 

26th  March  WELSH  ORNITHOLOGICAL  ONF.- 
DAY  CONFERENCE  (including  inaugural  meet- 
ing of  proposed  Welsh  Bird  Club).  College 
of  Librarianship  Wales,  Aberystwyth.  De- 
tails from  Peter  Hope  Jones,  The  Hide,  49 
High  Street,  Menai  Bridge,  Gwynedd  1.1.59 
5EF. 

29th  March- 10th  May  Y()(  FLIGHT-LINE. 
Migration  phone-in.  Telephone  Sandy 
(0767)  80551.  Tuesdays  only,  5.30  p.m.-7.00 
p.m.  Records  from  adults  welcomed. 

8th- 1 0th  April  RSPB  MEMBERS’  WEEKEND. 
University  of  York.  Details  from  RSPB. 

9th  April  BTO/gWF.NT  ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY  ONF.-DAY  CONFERENCE.  Goytre  Vil- 
lage Hall,  Penperlleni.  Details  from  Peter 
Martin,  16  Royal  Oak  Close,  Machen,  New- 
port, Gwent  Npi  ksp. 

9th  July  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
MIDDLE  east  \GM.  Natural  History  Museum, 
Cromwell  Road,  South  Kensington,  Lon- 
don. Details  from  the  Secretary,  OSME,  c/o 
The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL. 
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Diary  dates 

1 1th  July  hoc:.  Dr  C.  C.  H.  Eliott  on  ‘The 
Quelea  problem  in  Africa’.  Central  London. 
Details  from  Hon.  Secretary. 

22nd-31st  July  SOCIETY  OF  wn.ni.ll-T. 
artists’  ANNUM,  kxmibition  (including  dis- 
play of  winning  entries  in  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of 
the  Year’  and  ‘The  Richard  Richardson 
Award’  competitions).  The  Mall  Galleries, 
The  Mall,  London  swi.  Open  10  a.m. -5  p.m. 
Admission  £1.00  (free  to  SYVLA  members). 

lst-2nd  October  rspb/yoc  sponsored  BIRD- 

WATCH. 


22nd  October  RSPB  LONDON  I >aa  & agm. 
Anugraha  Hotel,  Wick  Lane,  Englefield 
Green,  Egham,  Surrey  TW20  o\N.  Details 
from  RSPB. 

2nd-4th  December  NATIONAL  EXHIBITION  or 
('•ACE  and  aviary  birds.  National  Exhibition 
Centre,  Birmingham.  Details  from  Brian 
Byles,  Editor,  ‘Cage  and  Avian  Birds’, 
Prospect  House,  9-15  Ewell  Road,  Cheam. 
Surrey  s.\l:i  kb/. 


Sheila  l).  Cobban , Fountains , Park  Lane , Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 

PhotoSpot 


23.  Siberian  Accentor 

One  of  the  least  known  Eurasian  passerine  families  is  the  accentors 
(Prunellidae),  and  the  Siberian  Accentor  Prunella  montanella  is  one  of  the 
least  known  and  seldom  seen  species.  Endemic  to  the  USSR,  it  breeds 
in  cold,  mixed  and  coniferous  forests  of  Siberia  and  the  Far  East.  The 
distribution  is  divided  into  two  large  areas  which  are  connected  by  a 
narrow  band  in  Eastern  Siberia. 

339.  Siberian  Accentor  Prunella  montanella  on  nest,  USSR.  July  1985  (//.  Sakalauskas 


.4.  lilazys) 


id.-,  D.„V.  Mil  KKQ-fi7(l  Drr«*niber  I9B71 
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340.  Nest  and  eggs  of  Siberian  Accentor  Prunella  montanella,  USSR,  July  1985  ( H . 

Sakalauskas/A.  Blazys) 

A typical  inhabitant  of  forests,  the  Siberian  Accentor  is  found  in  the 
most  northern  forests  on  Earth— in  the  Taimyr  peninsula,  where 
scarce,  creeping  larch  trees  grow  on  the  extreme  northern  fringe.  In 
these  breeding  areas,  this  migrant  species  arrives  from  its  largely 
Chinese  winter  quarters  late  in  the  spring,  in  May  and  even  June.  The 
nest  is  built  in  little  trees  and  bushes  (plate  339),  and  four  to  six  blue 
eggs  are  laid  (plate  340).  A.J.  Knystautas 

Zirgo  3-15,  232040  Vilnius  40,  Lithuanian  SSR,  USSR 


Corrections 


Voi.umf.  80 

Pages 

170  HUMF.RAI.S,  HUMF.RAI.  COVERTS,  AND  SUB-SCAPUI.ARS  Line  14  should  read  ‘Humerals  are 
the  upperwing  equivalent  of  the  axillaries,  which  are  also  on  the  upper  arm.’ 

180  RECENT  REPORTS  Plate  74:  photographer  was  Keith  Atkin  (not  Steve  Young);  plate  70: 
photographer  was  Steve  Young  (not  Keith  Atkin). 

210  FIELD  IDENTIFICATION  OF  WEST  PAI.EARCTIC  WHEA' TEARS  The  bird  in  plate  97  is  Northern 
Wheatear  Oenanlhe  oenanthe,  not  Black-eared  Wheatear  0.  hispanica  (reasons  for 
reidentification  will  be  published  later). 

240  MYSTERY  PHOTOGRAPHS  125  Lines  20,  22,  23  and  25:  ‘eye-ring’  should  read  ‘orbital 
ring’. 

333  saihne’s  gulls  and  skylarks  in  winter  Line  1:  ‘831-832’  should  read  ‘331-332’. 

347  MONTHLY  REPORTS  Plate  108:  photographer  was  J.  Datchens  (not  J.  Datchetts). 

492  hudsonIAN  GODWTT  IN  DEVON  Line  1:  ‘October’  should  read  ‘November’. 
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Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Bos  wall  .1  Held  Guide  to  the  Hird  Songs  of  Britain  and  Europe 

Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  1 3 hours) £95.00*  EH 

Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  HD  5 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP7  EH  L 

Cassette  pack  3 Goldcrest  to  crows CP3  EH  ( j eac 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals CP4  EH  ^ 

( '.omplete  set  ol  15  l.P  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  1 2 hours) £95.00*  L 
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Companion  set  of  recordings  pj  69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  I ,P  discs) £ 1 3.90*  EH 
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Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  EH 
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Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  o/  the  Birds  «/  India  anil  Pakistan,  comhu:  l edition  (Ol  P)  1)1  F.  M ARCH  1988  £75.00  EH 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & I.ees  '/'racks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) £ 1 7.95  I — I 

Bruun,  Delin.  Svensson,  Singer  & /etterstrdm  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) 

Paperback  £5.95  EH  Hardback  £9.95  EH 
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Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph) 

the  nt  s i t, t int  for  isf.IN  iiki  i .£8.95  LJ 

Flint.  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  oj  the  i 'SSR  (Princeton) — ~ *5.30  LJ 

Fry,  Keith  & Urban  Ihe  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  I £65.00  U vol.  2 £68..->0LJ 
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Harbard  Evenings  at  the  Cool  & Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £_.9o  LJ 

Harbard  ,4  Bird-watcher's  Quiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.9o  LJ 

Harrison,  C.  In  U irdso/the  Western Palaearctic (Collins  .....  w \x £ 15.00.  is  xotv  5LJ 

Harrison.  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  (C.  Helm)  Revised  edtt.  Btsi  Bird  Book  of  1983 £19.95  LJ 

Harrison.  P.  Seabirds  of the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £15.95  EJ 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of the  world  (C.  Helm) £21.95  LJ 

Hill  & Langsbuty.l  Eield  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe  (Collins)  ....^ £12.95  U 

Hilty  & Brown  .4  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Colombia  (Princeton) Paperback  £28.60  LJ  Hardback  £59.80  U 

Holden  Sharrock  & Burn  The  RSPB  Book  of  British  Birds  (Macmillan) 

for  , i , f bh .in xt  R Paperback  £3.50  □ Hardback  £6.95  □ 

Hollom  Vie  Popular  Handbook  of  British  Birds  ( Witherby) FI  l.oOLJ 

Hosking  Eric  Hosking's  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  1 1 drld  ( Michael  Joseph ) FI  4-9->  LJ 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xviii  to  complete  your  order. 
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Hunt  Confessions  of  a Scilly  Birdman  (C.  Helm) £8.95  d 

Isler  & Isler  The  Tanagers:  natural  history , distribution  and  identification  (Smithsonian  Inst.) £65.00  d 

King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  .1  held  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South  East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  CD 

Knystautas  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR  (Century) £ 1 4.95  d 

Lack  The  Atlas  of Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  (Poyser)  Bf.si  Bik»  Book  of  1987 £19.00  d 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) £19.95  d 

Moore  Bird  of  Time  (CUP) Paperback  £9.95  d Hardback  £27.50  d 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd  revised  edn Paperback  £9.95  d 

Nicholson  The  New  Environmental  Age  (CUP) £ 1 5.00  d 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1 .95  d 

Oddie  Gone Birding  (Methuen) £7.95  d 

Owen,  Atkinson-Willes  & Salmon  Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain  (2nd  edn)  (CUP) £80.00  d 

Paz& Eshbol  The  Birds  of Israel  (C.  Helm) £19.95  d • 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  d Hardback  £ 1 0.95  d 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  A Field  Guide  to  the  Birdi  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) 

FHF.BF.VI  Cl  IDF.FORl  SFI  s Fl'KOFF.  £8.95  d 

Pratt.  Bruner  & Berrett  The  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropica!  Pacific  (Princeton) Ppbk  £13.30  d Hdbk  £33.50  d 

Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain  (C.  Helm) £12.95  d 

Ridgely.l  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Panama  (Princeton) £26.50  d 

Scott  Travel  Diaries  0/  a Naturalist  (Collins) vol.  1 £12.95  dvol.  2 £12.95  dvol.  3 £1 7.50  □ 

NSharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (usi  \ t pku  :f  £9.95 ) £7.95  C 

Simmons  & Prytherch  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of Birds  (Bristol  OC) Paperback  £7.50  d 

Slater,  Slater  & Slater  The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds  (Rigby) £16.95  d 

Snow  1 Study  of  Blackbirds  Revised  edn  (British  Museum) Paperback  £9.95  d 

Wild  Bird  Society  of  Japan  & Takano.l  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Japan £22.00  d 
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HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 
ENGLAND 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

VISIT  BEMPTON  and  Flamborough  Head  for 
the  best  in  sea  bird  watching.  Spring  and 
Autumn  migrants.  Summer  breeding.  Stay  at  the 
Flaneburg  Hotel,  Flamborough.  BB/EM 
from  £35.  Two  days.  Full  details,  contact  us  on 
(0262)850284.  (BB48) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 
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Churehwood 
Valley 


South  Devon 
Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED? 

100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty'  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  bird  life  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spring/ 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuanes  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley.  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside!)  Yes,  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV,  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday.  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing.  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand.  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tourist  Board 
graded  May  we  send  you  our  brochure? 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay,  * 

Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  ODZ. 

Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities— extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAP.  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Bellord  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.F,.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y8BD.Tel:  01-6389968.  (BB303) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9.SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 


ADVERTISERS 


RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB236) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  w'ooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc.,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.BB  Charming 
self  catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Mann  Inn,  Fownhope,  Here- 
ford. Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB264) 

MID  NORFOLK.  Good  centre  for  all 
birding  areas.  Surrounded  by  farmland. 
Tea/coffee  faci  lities,  C.H.  BB/Ev  Dinner. 
Also  self-catering  cottage.  Telephone  Dere- 
ham (0362)  820665.  (BB3I8) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB329) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB312) 


NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TV’s  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong.  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB359) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album.  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NVV2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.Tel:  West  Runton  (026375)  265.  (BB347) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for  British  Birdwatchers 


If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation  in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should 
advertise  in  British  Birds;  the  established  birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain's  Birders. 

With  over  40,000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading  British  Birds  even-  month, 
where  else  would  you  find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds  holiday  section  shows  that 
advertising  really  works. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our  special  series  discounts  phone 
Sandra  Barnes  062 181 5085.  (BB325) 
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EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB305) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB287) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066 14  2345.  (BB330) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB387) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  C.C  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 

BLAKENEY,  Cley  one  mile,  16th  Century 
cottage,  sheltered,  beautiful.  Sleeps  5-6.  Wood- 
house,  The  Old  Farmhouse,  Lancing  College, 
West  Sussex.  (BB90) 


LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  linen  provided,  elec  included.  'A  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(0736  871242.  (BB383) 


TV jr  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r MimmL  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

LAWNS  Holt,  Norfolk 
DQTEL  AA  (°263)  71 3390  RAC 


CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB384) 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  L.indisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 


SCOTLAND 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB362) 

Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 
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We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 
Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Caf- 
gary.  Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 


ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species 
in  the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the 
island.  Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year- 
round.  Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one 
cottage  to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For 
terms  apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802 
421.  ’ (BB140) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  Tel:  Turner  0496  2140. 

(BB322) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new'  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Garrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB233) 


SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB234) 


17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COINAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith,  Old  Kilns, 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  l ei:  0989  62051. 

(BB3.32) 


GALLOWAY.  Hill  s,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB334) 


XXIV 


<8?% TO  ALL  OUR 

WALES 

HEAR  I OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird  re- 
serves, stamp  for  brochure.  Lower-Gwestydd, 
Newtown,  Powys  SY1 6 3AY.  (BB271) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground'  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  ‘2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB3 19) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale,  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £7.  Em,  £3.50.  Pel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB349) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching.  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Residential  centre,  ideal 
for  Club  or  Group  field  trips.  Local  information 
and  advice.  Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative, 
Rhoscolyn,  Holyhead  I.L65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407 
860469.  (BB352) 
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OVERSEAS 

VISITING  SOUTHERN  SPAIN  and  planning 
to  do  some  seabird  watching?  Then  get  where 
the  birds  are.  Join  us  on  a day’s  cruise  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Great  birding,  dolphins, 
sunshine,  good  food  and  comfort.  Book  now! 
Full  details  Osyris  Enterprises,  PO  Box  110, 
Gibraltar  (Tel:  GIB  75503).  (BB229) 

CAMARGUE,  SOUTH  OF  FRANCE.  Cottage 
on  farm  and  house  in  village.  Rogers  Mas 
d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90989041  or0327842770.  (BB356) 


S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BB346) 


British  Birds 


The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

British  Birds  is  the  established 
Birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain's 
birders  with  a readership  of  over  40, 000 
genuine  enthusiasts  every  month. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  classified  pages 
of  British  Birds  have  become  the  ‘Birdwatcher’s 
Market  Place’  carrying  advertisements  in  such  a 
wide  range  of  categories  as:  Holiday  Accommoda- 
tion: For  Sale:  Wanted:  Tours  & Travel:  Books:  Bird 
Reports:  Courses:  Repairs:  Property  for  Sale:  To 
Let:  Stamps:  Appointments:  Personal:  Conferences: 
Overseas  Holiday  Accommodation:  Birdwatching 
Holiday. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 
0621  815085.  (BB326) 


CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 


WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 

WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  Safaris.  India: 
12  March,  3-weeks.  Ixtdge-based,  £1595  visiting. 
Corbett  NP,  Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve, 
Bharatpur  Bird  Sanctuary.  ADVENTURE 
AGENCY,  The  Square.  Ramsburv.  Wiltshire. 
(0672-20569.)  (BB333) 


EcoSafaris 


AFRICA  ★ INDIA  ★ PAKISTAN  ★ COSTA  RICA 
GALAPAGOS  ★ THE  ARCTIC  ★ TURKEY 

FRANCE  . . . 

Thinking  of  a birdwatching  and  wildlife  safari?  Join  one  of  our  escorted  tours 
or  let  us  organise  an  independent  holiday  for  you  worldwide.  Consult  us.  We 

are  the  Safari  people. 

X’_  Write,  phone  or  call  by: 

ECOSAFARIS  (UK)  Ltd. 

146  Gloucester  Road,  London  SW7  4SZ 
Telephone:  01-370  5032/3  Telex:  296871 
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WALES  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  Conducted 
birdwatching  nature  or  walking  weeks.  £120  full 
board.  R.  Liford.  Tainewyddion-Uchaf,  Cwmyst- 
wyth,  Dyfed.  Tel:  (097422)  672.  (BB363) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgeable 
Tuition  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells,  Norfolk 
NR23  lDH.Fakenham  710556.  (BB270) 


Algarve  Biniwatching  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom,  flights 
etc.  arranged. 

Telephone  0602  412024  for  details.  (BB315) 


COTO  DONANA.  Ed  Mackrill  THE  local 
expert  will  again  be  running  daily  birdwatching 
trips  into  the  Marismas  March-May  1988.  All 
the  local  specialities  virtually  guaranteed.  Book- 
ing advised.  Welton,  Spilsby,  Lines  PE23 
5SY.  (BB342) 


Jise  f 


Bird-watching/ 
nature  holidays  in 
DOMINICA 

Unspoilt  bird-watchers'  paradise 
in  the  Caribbean  Virgin  rainforest, 
exotic  flora/  fauna,  healing  mineral 
1 springs,  spectacular  scenery 

Join  our  1 2 day,  fully-comprehensive. 
nature/cultural  tours  led  by  local 
ornithologists.  First  class,  full-board 
accommodation.  Croup  restricted  to  1 2 
people  Price  £1 .600  Tours  at  Carnival  (Feb 
8-22. 1988).  Easter  (Mar  28-Apr  10. 1988),  — 
July  11-25,1988  and  August  1-15, 1988 

Inquiries  to  Frigate  Tours.  8 Saxon  Road.  § 
Wheathampstead,  Herts  AL4  8NY,  England 


MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGH  I ON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Pere- 
grine causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all 
near.  Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o- 
Sands,  Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB374) 

CLIFFTOP  TOURS.  Our  1987/88  bird  tours 
programme  includes:  Austria,  Corsica,  Holland, 
Sweden,  Portugal,  France,  Spain,  USA.  Small 
groups,  good  hotels,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Euro- 
pean agent  for  Bird  Bonanzas  Inc,  Florida.  1988 
programme  available.  Brochure:  c/o  BTF  Travel 
Ltd,  2 Majestic  Parade,  Sandgate  Road,  Folkes- 
tone, Kent.  Tel:  0303  43777  or  01033  21329364. 

(BB3I6) 


Winter  Birding  Breaks 

Feb  Wintering  geese  & waders  on  Dutch  coast  El  95 


Feb  Wildfowl  & waders  in  Wexford  t b a 

Feb  Marrakesh  & Oued  Massa  (Morocco)  £345 

Mar  Cranes,  Sea  Eagles  & wood  peckers 

in  N.  France  £215 

Mar  Lake  Ichkeul  & T unisian  desert  £425 


Amongst  other  new  1988  holidays  are  Norwegian  coast  to  the 
North  Cape  (June),  SW  Ireland  with  pelagic  trip  (Sept)  and  a 
£120  special  N.  Sea  Seawalch  with  2 days  birding  on 
the  Danish  coast  (Oct). 

— all  with  Peter  Harrison. 

BRANTA  Holidays 

Branta  Travel  Ltd 

1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

m.OOQ  7001  tr\r  m 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB373) 


AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding.  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QLD  4872. 

(BB284) 


BIRDTOUR  PERU  delightfully  blending  wild- 
life, Inca  culture,  good  photography  and  relaxa- 
tion. Fully  escorted  all  inclusive,  19  days.  The 
Travel  Shop,  20  Mercer  Row,  Louth,  Lines  LN 1 1 
9JQ  for  details.  (BB323) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 INF.  (BB114) 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdiife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


USK  VALLEY  near  Abergavenny.  Two  very 
attractive  modernised  riverbank  cottages,  fully 
equipped,  lovely  countryside  near  Brecon 
Beacons,  secluded  but  easy  access.  Resident 
buzzards,  sparrowhawks,  kingfishers,  ravens. 
SAE  for  particulars:  The  Agent,  Estate  Office, 
Llanover,  Abergavenny,  Gwent . (BB38 1 ) 
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TO  ALL  OUR 


SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Donana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  I’yrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

( BB253) 


CRUISES 


1988  WILSON’S  TRIANGLE  VOYAGES: 

The  eight  1987  August  voyages  clocked  up  69 
Wilson’s  Petrels,  875  Great  Shearwaters,  I South 
Polar  Skua  and  1 Little  Shearwater. 

Book  now  for  part  of  the  19899  action  aboard  the 

‘Chalice’.  Call  Carol  Harrison  0736  871564. 

(BB340) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


ADVERTISERS 


PROPERTY  EOR  SALE 


H1CKLING,  NORFOLK 

A unique  selling  beside  the  Broad  in  a 
National  Nature  Reserve.  A thatched  Bun- 
galow with  2 reception,  conservatory,  2 
bedrooms,  kitchen.  Wet  Boat  House  with 
access  to  the  Broad  and  a garage. 
Oilers  in  excess  of  £65,000.  Freehold. 

Francis  Hornor  & Son,  Old  Bank  of 
England  Court,  Queen  Street,  Norwich 
NR2  4TA.  Tel.  (0603)  629871  (BB343) 


BODMIN  MOOR  NATURE  OBSERVA- 
TORY with  Cl  B approved  guest  house 
accommodation  for  14  guests.  Fire  certifi- 
cate. 25  acres  of  pasture,  scrub  and  marsh. 
190  bird  species  logged  on  the  Moor  in  last  4 
years.  Selling  due  to  ill-health.  £135,000. 
Full  details  from  Tony  Miller.  B.M.N.O., 
Ninestones  Farm,  I.iskeard,  Cornwall  PL  1 4 
6S1).  Tel:  0579  20455.  (BB380) 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 

VACANCY  FOR  ASST  WARDEN  at  Field 
Study  Centre  and  Bird  Observatory  in  the 
Algarve,  Portugal  for  active  birder/ringer,  com- 
mitted Christian  with  driving  licence.  Further 
information  from  A.  Rocha  Trust,  13  West 
Drive,  Upton,  Merseyside  L496JX.  (BB364) 

ASSISTANT  WARDEN.  Calf  of  Man  Bird 
Observatory,  required  for  1988  season  (mid- 
March  to  mid- November).  Ringing  permit  and 
some  experience  of  mist-netting  desirable. 
Wages  £58.30  per  week,  gross  (less  national 
insurance  contributions)  and  accommodation. 
Further  details  from  The  Secretary,  Manx 
Museum  and  National  Trust,  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man. Tel:  (0624)  75522.  (BB368) 


“BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1986”.  £3  post  free 
from  Stan  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road,  St 
Columb  Major,  Cornwall  TR0  6RW.  (BB308) 

1985  KENT  BIRD  REPORTS.  £3  each,  post 

paid  from  P.  C.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches,  New 
Barn,  Longfield,  Kent  DA3  7ND.  (BB336) 

AVON  BIRD  REPORT,  1986—56  pages  for 
£2.75  post-free  from  P.  J.  Chadwick.  3 Hill  Bum, 
Henleaze,  Bristol  BS9  4RH.  (BB369) 

DEVON  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  £3.50  post 
paid.  A.  John,  Brook  Cottage,  Sampford  Spiney, 
Yelverton,  Devon  PL20  7QX.  (BB376) 

PEMBROKESHIRE  Bird  Report  1986  now 
available  £2.24;  Carmarthenshire  Report  for 

1986  now  available  £1.24;  Ceredigion  Bird 

Report  for  1984/1985  at  £1.74;  Dyfed  Bird 
Report  for  1976-81  at  £1.74.  All  prices  include 
postage.  WWTNC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverford- 
west,'Dyfed  SA6 1 INF.  (BB382) 


BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

Inndon  's  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Madge:  Wildfowl:  An  Identification  Guide  to  the 
Ducks,  Geese,  and  Swans  of  the  World.  £19.95. 
Fuller:  Extinct  Birds.  £20.00.  Furness:  The  Skuas. 
£18.00.  Pemberton:  The  Birdwatcher's  Yearbook 
and  Diary  1988.  PB  £8.50.  Hill  & I-angsbury: 

A Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain 
and  Western  Europe.  £12.95. 

ICBP,  BTO.  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  ^ 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  5 

2,  3.  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  ~ 
01-734  1150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

BOOK  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  of  Sevenoaks,  67  London 
Rd.  Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Tel:  0732  455899.  (BB372) 
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•BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Brian!  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ONJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 

SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  history  and  country  life/sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby 
Ravensworth,  Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP. 
Tel:  09315-282.  (BB288) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHERS 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary's  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 
Berks.  RG7  3UE.  (BB358) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  8 1 2940.  (BB1 13) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB291) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

238  Ryebank  Road,  Chorlton, 

Manchester  M21  1LU.  fC 

Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours)  8 

ca 

Christmas  orders  now  being  taken.  0Q 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  ...  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Carmargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North  West 
Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3  Vic- 
toria Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB 121) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  2 1 Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  F.H7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BB190) 
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NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  We  sell  all 
new  British,  European  and  American  Titles — 
overseas  clients  particularly  welcome.  Redw'ing 
Books,  55  Doidge  Road,  Birmingham  B23  7SQ. 

(BB80) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  oiler — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (06845)  62818.  (BB377) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB379) 


FOR  SALE L 

CORNER  HOUSE  NESTS.  Perfect  present  for 
ornithologists  and  ringers:  Artificial  house  mar- 
tin nests  in  papier  mache,  realistic,  safe,  sparrow 
resistant,  removable  for  ringing  of  pulli.  Encour- 
age birds  away  from  doors  and  windows.  Nests 
reusable  year  after  year.  Supplied  with  screws 
and  instructions.  Send  £15  per  pair  including 
p&p  to  Helen  Cavanagh,  Corner  House,  Holles- 
ley,  Woodbridge,  Suffolk  IP12  3RH.  (BB324) 

BANNERMANS  Birds  of  the  B.  Isles.  12  Vols. 
Offers  to 03943  75 16.  (BB320) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  in  six  volu- 
mes. Also  specially  prepared  Sound  Guides.  SAE 
to  Lewis,  Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5 
3HS.  (BB321) 

COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  An  ideal 
gift.  Leaflet  and  sample:  P and  G Taylor,  PO 
Box  87,  Maidstone,  Kent  ME  15  8LY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB350) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 

BWP  1-4.  Vge.  £200.  R.  Schofield,  Woodcraft 


cottage,  Haverthwaite,  Cumbria.  (BB371) 


GARDEN  BIRDS  AND  BIRD  BATHS 

Four  handcrafted  stonecastings  of  Garden 

Birds £12.00 

One  Bird  Bath £10.00 


Send  cheques  with  orders  to:  WILSONS 
COTTAGE  CRAFTS  (BB),  28  Monica 
Close,  Watford,  Hertfordshire  WD2  4GZ. 

(BB378) 


ZEISS  WEST  10  X 40  BT.  3 yrs  old.  £275.  Tel: 
0406  23935/370244.  (BB366) 


WANTED 


BWP  vols.  1-4,  I pay  ± £155.  Also  wanted:  BB 
Sep.  Index  to  vols.  1-12  (good  price).  M.  J.  Swart, 
Raai  186,  Drachten,  Holland.  (BB335) 


OPTOLYTH 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D182) 


British  Birds 

Volume  80  Number  12  December  1987 

595  Field  identification  of  Radde’s  and  Dusky  Warblers  S.  C.  Madge  and  Richard 
Grimmett 

604  Studies  of  West  Palearctic  birds:  188.  Dunnock  Dr  N.  B.  Davies 
625  Mystery  photographs 

625  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Notes 

626  Head-shaking  of  Garganey  and  Teal  while  feeding  J.  B.  Higgott 
626  Identification  and  ageing  of  first-winter  male  King  Eider  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler 
628  Pink  coloration  on  Little  Gulls  Mark  Gardner 

628  Common  Gulls  with  retained  juvenile  plumage  A.  H.  V.  Eggenhuizen 

628  Common  Gull  with  pale  iris  G.  Groot  Koerkamp 

629  Midwinter  pairing  behaviour  by  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  A.  S.  Bool 

630  Herring  Gull  preying  on  rabbits  H.  G.  Young 

630  Juvenile  Herring  Gull  with  aberrant  white  wing  markings  Dr  E.  F.J.  Garcia 

63 1 Herring  Gull  showing  characters  of  L.  a.  armenicus  in  Britain  D.  L.  Acfield  and  J.  Miller 

632  Seasonality  of  Herring  Gulls  in  the  west  Midlands  A.  R.  Dean 

633  Spring  moult  of  Kittiwake  Nigel  W.  Cottle 

634  Mottling  on  upperparts  of  a Paddyfield  Warbler  Kevin  Osborn 

Letters 

635  Kentish  Plover  clutch  hatching  after  prolonged  incubation  Ghard  Debout 
635  Origin  of  Arctic  gulls  in  Britain  and  Ireland  Norman  Elkins 

637  Decline  of  the  Turtle  Dove  Derek  Goodwin 

638  ‘Everything  but  the  girl’  Jillian  V.  Bale;  Naomi  Clrrke;  Judith  Crank;  Jane  Dawson;  C.J.  Durdin;  Svein 
EJieland;  Anna  Hughes ; John  Parker,  Charles  E.  Richards 

642  English  and  other  names  of  birds  David  A.  Christie 

642  English  bird  names  S.  Marchant 

643  The  role  of  the  editorial  staff  of ‘British  Birds’  M.  Rogers;  Dr  Philip  Bentley;  D.  H.  Howey  and  M.  Bell 

Announcements 

645  Free  ‘BB’  stickers 

646  Free  subscriptions  for  County  Bird  Recorders 

646  Radde’s/Dusky  painting 

646  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

647  Birds  of  India  & Pakistan 

647  ‘BB’  trips  to  Thailand,  Morocco  and  Canada 
647  ‘Identification  of  large  terns’ 

647  Thank  you  to  our  sponsors 

647  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

647  Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 

647  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 

647  IOC  Standing  Committee  on  Applied  Ornithology 

648  Binding  your  ‘BB’ 

648  Your  January  issue 

Requests 

648  After  the  hurricane 

648  Records  of  Eleonora’s  Falcons  away  from  breeding  colonies  Dr  Dietrich  Ristow 

648  Request  for  co-operation  in  establishment  of  library  on  birds  of  prey  Vincenzo  Penteriani 

648  Postcodes  please  Mrs  Erika  Sharrock 

649  If  the  caption  fits 

650  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Reviews 

655  ‘Save  the  Birds’  by  Anthony  W.  Diamond,  Rudolf  L.  Schreiber,  David  Attenborough  and  Ian 
Prestt  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

655  ‘The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR’  by  Algirdas  Knystautas  Dr  R.J.  Chandler 

656  Short  reviews  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

658  Monthly  reports  lan  Dawson  and  Keilh  Allsopp 

663  Personalities:  36.  Bryan  Bland  Rob  Evans 
666  Monthly  marathon 

668  Diary  dates 

669  PhotoSpot:  23.  Siberian  Accentor  Dr  A.  J.  Knystautas 

670  Corrections 

Line  drawings:  595  Radde’s  Warbler  {Martin  Hallam);  604  Dunnocks  and  Cuckoo  ( Robert  Gillmor );  642 
cartoon  of  male  and  female  birdwatchers  ( M.J . Everett);  658  Wryneck  (Bill  Morion);  659  Bee-eater  ( Bill 
Morton)  and  Two-barred  Crossbill  (D.  Numey);  660  Great  Shearwater  (.S'.  R.  Cale);  661  Wood  Sandpiper 
(A.  J.  Mackay);  662  Red-footed  Falcon  (G.  B.  Brown) 

Front  cover:  Whooper  Swans  (Robert  Gillmor):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover  design, 
measuring  18.7  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  22  in  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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